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« Whateley,” zays Wood, ©* was an excellent preacher, 
a good orator, and well versed in Greek and He- 

bee,” Granger states that © his reputation as 

a preacher was 80 great that numbers of different 
ersuasions went from distant places to hear 

im.” Orton describes this work as **full of 


matter, good 8ense, and extensive knoviedgs of 
human nature.” 
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« Whateley,” says Wood, ©* was an excellent preacher, 
Y good orator, and well versed in Greek and He- 
brew.” Granger states that © his reputation as 
a preacher was 80 great that numbers of different 

erSuasions went from distant places to hear 

him Orton describes this work as **full of 

matter, good gense, and extensive —R) 2 « 
a nature,” 
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| I Tim.3.2, Temperate , of good Behaviour, prven to Hofpitalty, 


Tit.1.8, 


* aney 29. Atlt fn X } O * of 1 
| **9:9=%. apt eoreach, alover * of good things and good men, Hee 


dings, 


w.. | both rea- ſtmaed to approove bimſelfe unto GOD, a workeman 


2 Tim.2,15 « 


The Epiſlle Dedicatory. « 


of you prized not the bleſſing ſo much as you 
ſhould have done, and tnacyou knew not the 
| greatneſle of the benefitſo well by the fruition 
as hnaw-by the want of it, Ar Banbury eyen a- 
mongſt you was your Paſtour borne and bred, 
and there he lived and died. Miniſters are cal- 
led Inenmbents, ſo was be betng diligently re- 
ſident in his place, they are ſtiled Lights,to was | 
he, like a candle or Jampe which ſpent himſelte 
togivelighttoothers; He ſpent his means and 
Rrength amongſt you,andas himlfelte in his fick- 
nefle ſaid, He ſauphtnot yours but you. Otall the 
Miniſters that ever I knew ſo experimencally,he 
was the moſt unblameable 1n his converſation, 

| hadthe happineſle tolive almoſta yeare with 
|himin his houſe, neare foureyeares under his| 
Miniſtry, and to be eſteemed by him one of his 
faithfulleſt friends, I have caule to bleſſe GOD | 
for him whilſtl live, ſinceit pleaſed him by his 
'meanes, not onely to reveale many ſaving 
truchesunto mee, butalſo to ſet them on with 
ſuch .power, as hopel ſhall never forget them, 
Oh; : with what life. and zeale would hee both 
preachand pray ! and how ſtrict and watchful 
washeein his whole life ! being (asevery good 
Miniſter ſhould be) Blameleſſe, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, 


that needed not to be aſhumed,rightly dividing the word | 


— 
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' The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


of holy VVrit, and was himfelfe whilſt he lived, 
an Exampleand Patterne of all good works, | 
that ſaying therefore of zAmitms be true, Io ma- 


of Truth, He propounded to you the Examples 


1 lim, 41 , 
-I Pet. 5.3, 
Tit. 8” 
There aro 
two ſingular 
virtacs in | 
goodExams| 


ple. 

1 It may 
profir a 
world of 
people. 

1 Thet. 1.7,8 
2It1s laſing 
and may doe 
good for al. 
long time 
after, 

I Pet. 3.5,6. 
| M. Harrs at| 


ny 4s a man ſhall edifie by a good Example, for ſa many: 
he ſhall receive a reward of a bleſied life, than furely: 
he hath now recetved a full reward for all the 
good heedid by his holy life, unto thoſe with! 
whom.he converſed Ina word, hee wasa moſt; 
pious and accompliſhe Divine for his miniſtert, 
all parts and paines (as one of his neare Friends 
ſaid eruely) hee might ſooner bee envied than| Hewes, 
matchtandequalled;beingin this like Sau/,high- 
erthan his brethren by the head, He was well 
skilled in both the Originall tongues, being able 
torender the Text ontof his Hebrew Bible, or | 
Greeke Teftament to another. in our: mother | 
tongue, asfaniliarly almoſt, as if it had bin En- 
eliſh, Forthe Arts, he wasa good Logician, as 
t15exact Analz/er of the ten ( ommandements (hew- 
eth, a good Philofopher,as his Sermons in manu- | 
ſcript on che 104. P/alme doe witneſle, a good 
Rhetorician or Oratour,as his printed Treatiſes a- 
boundantly teſtifie, Heehad words at will and 
could readily and aptly expreſle himſelfe in his 
Sermons, which gift ofElocution 1s requiſite if 
not neceflary for a compleate Divine. 

He had by long * Experience gotten the art of 
preaching, and he wrote a tract concerning that | 
ſubject; hee had an excellent. faculty in cha- 


| A 4 racterizing 


| 


——_M—__—_—__ 


o >—— 


— a 
\ 
. 
Ll 


ms, 
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- fracterizing or fidly deſcribinga vertue orvice, 
lor any other thing, andthough he had no coni- 
|mon-place-booke of his own, yet he could treat 
ofany ſubject. I might alſo excoll his other in- 
|dowments, and: without danger of exceeding 
magnifie biker for his ſtrong naturall parts, his 
{ſolid judgement and renacious memorie, and. 
commend ſome vertues wherein hee extblled 
to your 1mitation, as his Humility, Merci- 
fullneſſe, Bukeficence: Laboriouſneſle and-i- | 
 |*Hee went| [1oence *in his Calling, and thenalio ſhew how. 


over in his 


preaching comfortably he died being full of heavenly ſpee- 
'the whole | 
Booke of | CHeS and godly Exhortations, 
Tadges, boch 


=, Pur Therefore [1 for from himſelfe to this Opus: 
wot Hef poſthumum, this firſt worke of his which ſince 


ortherabout. his death came to light, viz, Sermons on all the 
all the P/al. | 


the 106, Examples or Hiſtoricall part of Genes, which 


| Copel oficb, Booke containeth a briefe and ſhort Story of the 


| defidesalthe hynos done from the beginning of the worldto 
principles 


of Religion the Jeath of Foſeph, {or the ſpace as It 1s thought 


often. 


by ſome of 2309. yeares, by Doctor Willet of 
2358, yeares. Examples are not unficly compa- 
red unto looking-Glafles, wherein one: may. 
behold as well what to eſchew, as what to: fo 
lows: So you ſhould follow the Faith of cA bra- 
ham and Obedience of Iſaack, but ſhun their ly. | 
ing and difſembling. follow Noah and Lot in 
their Righteouſneſie and Zeale, bur ſhunne their | 
arunkenneſſe and inceſt, i 
And becauſe an a ofa Perſon ivieg a- 
mongſt 
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ſome then the Examples of others though 
ſingularly boly whoſe vertues they onely read 
of (as a: Sermon delivered; ' Uiva: voce, doth 
more affect then :the ſame reade ' out of a 
Booke ) So walke' therefore as you had him 
|for an Example, and bee you followers of 
him, as hee was of CHRIST, in the Gra- 
ces before mentioned and all holy converſa- 
tion, Remember him who had the rule over you, 
who hath fpoken unto you the Word of G O D, 
wboſe Faith follow and Charitie too; for Ma- 
fter Whately was the moſt bountifull Mini 
ſter to the poore | thinke in England of his 
meanes, your Conſciences will witneſſe that 


mongft- you' may bee more. prevalent with | 


Heb.1 3.7. 


hee hath often preſſed and urged this Dutie: 
upon you, and as hee was earneſt 1n per- 
{wading his Hearers to beneficence, ſo hee 
practiſed the ſame Himſelfe, entertaining 
ſome poore widdowes or neceſſitous Perſons 
weekely at the leaſt at his Table, and gi- 
'ving he tenth of all his Eſtate that way, 
and ſee how GOD blefied him for the 
ſame, his Eſtate '( as himſelfe told mee) 
proſpered the better after hee tooke that 


courſe, and in his ſickeneſle hee comforted 


| himſelfe with that Promiſe , P/alme 41. L,| 

[3 Bleſſed is hee that conſidereth the poore , the-| - 

LORD vwill deliver him- in time of trouble-., 
Bt 


The LORD will firengthen him upon the bed of 


ET 


|whichhtens now fully poſſeſſed, - 


lo 4 wole! 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, _ 


Oe OG io I, 
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jamuiftinge 1 follow him therefore. who by 


Faith! and Patience. inherits-the 'Promilſes, let 


| bes-gobd: Example:and wholeſome Inſtructi. 
dns'/provoke:you to. all holineſſe, that;you all- 


fo may:partake with: him tn that happineſle of 


"34 *{ ſiJ C. 
| =Þi b 
: SOS Nr 
A.\ \ \\ 
: - Your true 
” ! | _ a of 79 ns Yew 4 -\ 
R f 
| ws 


.. Chriſtian Friend, = 
| 75 _ 


\ 


Edward Leigh. 


——— 


262288892: 


ee ee ett. 


<> EMS PAY 1 


& 
oO 
ny 


( 

; f bg NS LY VL O/ 

| Sh Or Pie Y, 939% | ANN ER 

| #9) | } e1C 4 Mc" VETO ON: | TOKXOP: 

| $$ 5 >> rely I | LD CS NOI 
DER We 10 up: ED8 PEDEDS ED: Eno ee $10)OFNG 
eas Oo ee es 


Reader, 


ERENESSY Mid(} the numberleſſe number of Bookes wher- 
ÞB - DAXNSSPs With in this ſcribling age the preſies are oþ- 

N= S& preſſed, there is ſcarary enough of ſuch as 
v3; are uſefull and profitable, As therefore 

= the Art of Printing was a happy mmvention 
7 Yo Dm for the propagating of learning, ſo ſurely 
"oV< "7 Wee are bebolding to thoſe who write ſuch 
things as are worthy to be publiſhed; Since ( as one ſaith) Hee. 
that ſpeaketh profiteth for an boure, but be that writeth proficeth 
for ever, This ſubjeft thus bandled by this worthy dece1ſed Au- 
thour is an unbeaten traft, few (if any) baving gone orver the Ex- 
| ſamples of Scripture in ſuch adottrivall and prafticall way both, It 
| ſeemed t0 me in the preaching both pleaſant and profitable; pleaſant 
inregard of the explaining of divers ſtories ; proficable in reſpett of 
 \the particular application of all, Hee being (according to bis man- 
ner) large andliroelycberein; Had it pleaſed God to have con- 
tinued bins in life, untill hee had finiſh:d all the Examples of either 
Teſtament, ſuch aworke from ſo able a Divine would haye beene. 
of fingular uſe. But he wasFrumentum Dei, as Ignatius ſaid, 
'b; Mortification and Selfe-denyall, Hee was made cleane bread 
'for Chriſt who wasthe bread oflite for him ; God there fore. 
hath gathered this whea:e into bis garner, and be now reſts from 
\this and all other labowrs, We thinke fitting alſo to give others to 
[underitand, which be M, Wheatelyes owne workes done by bim- 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN | 


mi/cuit utile 
dulci, 


\(elfe, and ſuch as they may account genuine, viz. thoſe onely 


| which 


i ih. Bi 


To the Chriſtian EG 


which come forth cither in our names, viz, EDwa RD LEIGH, 
Henry ScuppeR, or withan Epiſile at leaſt from one of 1s, 
You may ob/errve inthe beginning of this Treatiſe, what was M, 
| Whearlies conſtant method in handling the Examples. In cach per- 
ſou hee conſidered three things, His Birth, Life and Death. | 
In his Life he obſerved bis carriage and behaviour in reſþett both 
of the deeds bee did, good, bad, indifferent and doubtfull, and 
the things whichbefell bim, either profperouſl y or adrperſly, in bene= 
firs or affliftions. This ſhall ſuffice in briefe to promiſe concerning | 


rhis Worke, and ſo wiſhing thee much benefit by the ſame.. , : 
resE 
| 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF 
MW ILLIAM WAHATELY, LATE 
Miniſter of the VVord at Banbury in the | | 


County of Oxford,written by Henry Scudder Mini- 
Ster of the Word as Collingborne-ducis, | 


—_——__—_ 


in the County” of Wiltſ. 

$22. Thath becne a commendable uſe in the 
: v8 | Churchof God from the Primitivetimes' 
F#.\ downetous; thatthelives of ſome or 
1 (7 v3 other (eſpecially of the more famous 
Fey Miniſters and lights therein) - have 
# = beene written by men who beſt knew, 
2£Z£9 and had learned whar their lives and' 
converſation was. This they didnot onely to vindicatetheir 
names from the ſlatders of the wicked, whowill ſpeake evill 
ofallthatoppoſetheir evill wayes, and alſo. that 'the dead 
might bee duely honoured ; but chiefly that the living by 
their good Examples might glorific God for them and be 
edified, $5601 9585 | 
This writing andprinting the lives of worthy mien, is like 1. 
the engravings with the point of a diamond, raiſing up for | | 
themaneyerlaſting monument; upon which thelight oftheir 
Faichand good workes is "made to ſhine before -men, that 
ſeeing their Faith and holineſſe they may follow: chem; 
and may alſo praiſe God for his gracesin them, and for the 
good which hath bin done by them,and ſo glorific theirFather | 

which isin Heaven, , 593%t | 
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The Life pr Death of M.VWW hately, | 4] 
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I have beene carneſtly intreatedto write the Life and Death | 
of M. William Whately, late Paſtour of the Church of Banbury, 
|T was madechoice of the rather, becauſe of rhat intimate-| 
nefleof Friendſhip which was betwecene us, and becauſe of 
our longacquaintance, ' being of the ſame time in the fa- 
mous Vniyerſity of Cambridge and of the ſame Colledge and 
|Chataber and having the ſame Tutor ; and afterward when | 
wee wereboth placedin the Miniſtery wee lived ſometime | 
rogetherin one houſe,and a great while ncare one another, | | 


co mariage of 2nd were allo nearly allyed. 
I know none that had like meanes to know him more 


/= [thoroughly then I. 1 havetherefore not unwillingly ſet pen 
to paper, and doe herein all plaineneſſe and ſobriety of truth | 
reckon up and report his life and death ina ſhort ſumme, thar | 
\thoſewho will may read and make their uſe of ir. For in| 
many things hee may bee a lively mn to us his Brethe- 
reninthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell-of Chriſt ; and rhe like | 
in' many things forthe imitation ofall that deſireto live godly * 
inChriſt leſus. 
| This M.Willian Whately was borne at Banbury a burrough ' 
[Town,very wellknown in Oxfordſbiere_. 
M.Thons and) His Parents were both ofthem forward profeſſours of the 
#tarcy. © | Goſpell of Chriſt, and ofthe power of Godlineſle and Reli- 
gion, according as it is now mainetained in the Church of 
England, They were both ofchicfe nore and: place in the 
Towne, his Father being oft Major, and a long time a ſtan- 
ding luſtice of Peace in that Burrough His Mother was a 
rare woman for naturall parts z but chiefly for Piery, Dili- 
gencein her Calling, Frugality and Mercifullncſle to the 
|poore, She was a right Lois or Ewnice in breeding up this 
her Son( asfhee did her other Children) inthe Knowledge of 
theholy Scriptures froma child. NT He, 
His Parents trained him up in his yonger daiesto learning, 
lettivg him to the beſt Schooles that werein thoſe parts, where 
heprofiredin learning (asalſo hee did in the Vniverſitic) a- 
boyemoſt of hisequalls in yeates, - This hee did by reaſon of 
ts Excellency of the naturall parts which God had given | 
| | hin 


b--- The Life ad Death of M.Wh ately, 
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him, namely, a quicke apprehenſion,a cleare judgernenit and a 
moſthappy memory: | 
| Hisripeneſſein Grammer Jearning i in Latine, Greeke and 
| Hebrew was ſo earcly that about the fourteenth yeare of 
bis age, he wasſent to Chritts Colledge in Cambridze ; where 
God provided him and me a * Tutor « one of athouland for 
'Pietic, Learning, Diligence m reading unto, and 1n a moſt 
lovingand wiſe care of goyerning and oodly inſtructing of his 
| pupils. 
inthe Vniverſity he was an hard Student and quickely be- 
camea goodLopician and Philoſopher, a ſtrong diſpuranr, 
'andan excellent Orator. Hedelighted much in the ſtudy of 
| | Poctry and the Mathematiks, 
| Hee was aconſtant hearerofM. Door Chadzrron and of 
Mr.Perkins who at that time were famous Preachers in Cam 
bridge, Anditwas our Tutors mannertd cauſe all his Pupills 
to come to Prayers into his Chamber every evening, and hee- 
called allthe under graduares to give account of what they . 
hadheard uponthe Lords day, and when any of us were at ; 
[aftand and non-plus, hee would ſay Whately, what ſay you > 
then hee would ſeldome faile, butrepeate as readily, as ithe | 
[bad preached the Sermon himſelf.By this he did win ourTutors | 
{Jovc,and our wonder at him;but{tuch was our pride, )he gained. 
| our envy of him 
(-. His Father (whether becauſehewas iotreſol/ed what cal- 
ling to breed him to, or for what other cauſe I know nor) | 
after that hee had with creditrproceeded Bachelour of Arts, hee 
| took him home,where he abode ſome goodrime, yer pplying 
himſelfeunto his-ſtudies. | 
:: While hee remained athomnie with his Father hee hace 
the Daughter ofone Maſter George Hunt, the fone of that | 
[tryed andprepared Martyr Joon Hunt mentionedIthe Book | 
| of Martyrs, who was.condemned to be' burnt for Religion, | 
but was ſaved from the execution'thereot by. the death of | 
Queene: Mary. 'Fhis Maſter George Hunt was bred up in the 
Famous free Schoole of the: Marchant-Taylers in Lotidon, | 
and ——— by the incouragementof Maſter D.Humfry (by | 
| 496271 a 2 occalion ' 
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occaſion of aviſit ofthat Schoole) and bythe furtherance of | 
' M.George and Mr: Iohn Kingſm-lls, and by the exhibitions of | 
Biſhop Pikkinron (all which for their honour ſake [ name) he! 
wascalled unto, and mainetained intbat worthy Foundation 
of goodLearning, Magdalen Colledgein Oxford, till hee was 
Fellow of that Houſe, where hee continued till hee had borne | 
| the offices of Deane of Arts and Deane of Divinity, Aﬀer- 
| wards by the mcancs of thoſe worthy Maſter Kingſmels, hee 
[vas preferred rothe Church of Collinghorn-ducis in the Coun: | 
ty of Wil:ſ. wherefor the ſpace of fifty and one yeares andfive 
moneths he lived a ſound and conſtant Preacher ofthe Word, 
and was of an unblameable and holy life, even untill the oyle | 
of his radicall moyſturewas ſpent, and the candle of his life 
| | ofit ſelfe went our, ina full and good old-age,afeer a long and : 
= LE Joyous expeRation, and longing for his bleſſed change, ' 
| | which was in the ciShty and third yeare andfitt monerh of his | 
{ e. 

This Maſter George Hunt ( after that by importunity hee 
| had got this his ſonne in law to maketryall of his ability to | 
[preach) he overperſwadedhimto intend the miniſtery. And 
thereupon he entred himſelfe into Edmund Hall in the famous 
'__ | VniverſlityofOxfors, and rooke his Degree of Maſter of | 

| . Arts, * $75 
| Notlongafterheeentred into the Miniſtery, and hee was 
preſently calledro bea LeQurer at Banbury which he cemmense| 
 dably performed above the ſpace of foure yeares, andthen was 
calledrobe Vicarof the ſame Church, which office hee faith» 
fully diſcharged neare thirty years,till he died, 
| Theabilities wherewith God had indued him forhis work | 
of the Miniſtery were more then ordinary, For hee was of a 
quicke underſtanding, of a cleare and deepe Iudge- | 
ment, of amoſt krme memory, and of alively ſpirit. Hee 
was naturally eloquent, amaſterof his words, having words 
atwill, Hee hada moſt able body and found lunges, andrill ; 
ſome yeares before his death, be had a moſt firong and au- | 
 dibleyoice. Andaccordingas his matterinhand, and hisau- 
| 7ditory needed, he was botha terrible Boanerges, a ſonne of | 
| / 1 FJ .._," = TR 
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[Thunder, and alſo a Barnabas, aſonne of ſweet conſolation. 
And which wasthe crowne of all, God gave him an heart to 
ſeek him and toaime atthe ſaving of the ſoules of all that heard 


him. His ſpeech andpreaching was not with entifing words 


of mans wiſedome, but in demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power, Hewasan Apollosnot onely eloquent, but withall 


- | mighty intheScriptures. Helikeſome ofthe AncientFathers | 


was as occalionstell out ſometimes an every dayes Preacher. 
He preached ordinarily in his owne Churchtwiſe cach Lords 
Day, andcatechized for aboye halfe an houre before evening 
Prayer, examining and inflructingthe youth,and once a weeke 
he preached the ordinary LeQure. 

| Heewas muchagain(t all ſuch preaching as was light, vaine, 
| ſcenicall,impertinent,raw and indigeſted. 


_—_ —— ore Iu mos > ——— i 


| His preaching was plaine, bur as much according to the | 
Scripture andalſoto the rules of Art, and ofright Reaſon, as 
| 


any that ever | heardorhave heardof. In conterence he hath 
told me what heeaimed at, and whatuſe hemade ofthe Arts, 
and what rules heeſet to himſelfe in the ſtudying of his Ser- 


mons, which was as followeth, 

'That he mightbetrter underſtand his Text, hee made uſe of 
his Grammer learning in Greeke and Hebrew, in which; 
rengues the Scripture is written, Alſohcewould uſe thehelpe 
of Rhetoricketo diſcover to him what formesof ſpeech in his 
Text was to betaken in their primary and proper ignification, 
and what waselegantly cloathed and wrappedup in tropes and 


figures that hee might unfoldthem, and ſeerheir naked mea-| 


ning: Then wellweighing and conſidering the context, hee 
would by the helpe of Logicke finde out the ſcope of the Holy 
Ghoſt in that Scripture, Hee would endeavour when he be-] 
gan to enter upon the preaching of any Chapter, to Aua- 
| hſe and rake the Chapter into itsſeverall branches and parts. 
Thenhe wouldifitwerea dodrinall Text, note the Do@rrine 
asit lay in the Text and ſo proſecute it. Orifthe Text con- 
ſiſted ofilluſtrations or circumſtances of ſome principall trurh 
there proſecuted; hee would then gather from ſome notable 


partor branch ofhis Text, an apt Doftine, or Divine Truth 
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| ſimple Sillogiſme, he could conclude his Dodrine.Next,hee 
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| which ſhould ſo immediately follow,thar the Truth obſervedia 
the Text ſhould bethe argumentor middle terme,wherby ina 
' would ſecke foraptproofes out of Scripture to confirme ic, 
| Fewerormore as hee thought beſt, which done, becauſe 0- 
ther arguments according to Scripture and right Reaſon are 
forcible to convince and confirme reaſonable men in any truth, 
hee would find out Reaſons of his Docrine, but he aimed rhar | 
they ſhould bee ſtrong Arguments, or middle rermes by 
which hee mightlikewiſe Sillogiſtially conclude his ſaid Do- 
arine. 

'  Thenaccording to the natureof the Doatrine,andthe need 
and aptneſle ofhis Auditory ; hee would as from an infalli- 
ble conſequent ofhis Doarine by way of Application, con- 
firme ſome profitable Truth, which yetby ſome might happily 
|beequeſtioned, or elſe convince men of ſome errour, or | 
'reprooye ſome vice, or exhortto ſonic Dutie,or reſolve ſome | 
doubr, or caſe of conſcience, or comfort ſuch as needed Con- | 
ſolation, In all which fortsof Applications hee did make uſe 
of more or fewer ofthem as there might bee cauſe, and hee 
| would bee carefull that his Do&rine ſhould beethe Argument 
| or middle terme whereby hee might fillogiltically conclude 
the maine Propoſition of any of hisfaid uſes; And if the re. 
| proofe or exhortation did need preſſing home upon the con- | 
ſcience, then hee would ſtudy to enlarge his Speech, ſhewing | 
| motives toinduceto ſuch a duty ; and allſo diflwaſives from 
{\ucha vice, taking his Arguments from dutieto God, decen- 
cy or ſhamefullneſle, pleaſure or paine, gaine orlofle, 

| Andhere againhe would uſethe help of Rberorick,butall tor 
the moſtpartina concealed way,without all affe&ation. And | 
{ometimes he would (hew the effeQuall meanes of attaining of 
'the Grace and powerto performetheduty to which he exhor- 
'ted. And ſometimes likewiſe he would ſhew the remedyes a- 
gainſt ſuch or ſuch a vicefrom which hedilwaded,as may bee | 
ſcene by his Sermons already extant. Allowhen hee thought 
1t wasneedefull ro diſcufſe and handleany common place or 


( 


jen of Divinity, hee would doe it very judiciouſly, fully we 


| 


—_ ts [Ig » ” - 
—_ " Le ts ed le ae EL. ER. ee a an. woos Ic ” ——— 9G CG— —— —— ea erm - 


moſt profitably, = Though 


E The Life aud Death of M VV hately, 


| 


——_— 


— n— eee er EEE 


Cr EI IEEE 


Though hee had butan ordinary ſtudy of books for ſuch 
anaccompliſht Divine, yet heewas one who had read very 
much. For hee would read moſt ſwiftly, yer not carſorily, 
for he couldgive an account oftheſubſtance and moſtremark 
able particulars of what hee had ſo read. 7 
Hee had allſo allwayes when hee pleaſed the benefit of a 
Booke-ſcllers ſhop, which cauſed him to forbeare to buy ma- 
ny Bookes. 09. 
Though hee preached ſo often, yet what hee preached 
was before well ſtudied and premeditared, Hee uſually 
did pen hisSermons atlarge; and if beforche preached, hee 
had but ſo much time as to read over what he had written, and 
to gather it up into ſhort heades, hee was able if hee 
thought it fitco deliver ir in publike well neare in the ſame 
words, 
Itpleaſed Godto put aſcale to his Miniſtery inthe conver- 
ſion, confirming and building up ofmany thouſand ſoules by | 
his meanes inthe wholecourſe of his Miniſtery, 

Hee was a moſt diligent viſitor of the ſick people that-were 
under his charge withoutreſpeR of Perſons, after thar it came 
to his knowledge that they were ſicke. 

He wasa ready Peace maker amongſt hisflocke thatſhould 
happen to be ar variance, | 

He abounded in works of Mercie, hee was atruely liberall 
man, one that ſtudycd liberall things; for hee would ſeeke 
[outto finde objeQs of hismercy, rather then to ſtay rill they 
| were offered, Heedid ſet apart andexpended for the ſpace 
of many yearcsfor good uſes the tenth part of his yearly com- 
mingsin, both outof his temporall and eccleſiaſticall meanes 
'of maintenance, 
| Heehad an heavenly gift in Prayer, both for aptneſle ' 
(and Fullneſſe of Confeſlions, Petitions, Supplications, In- 
\terceflions and Prayſes, as allſo for readinefle and copioul- 
[neſleofapt words, together with Fervency of Spiric ro poure 
[them outunto God in the name of Chriſt in the behalfe of 


te, and of all thoſe who in Prayer joyned with 
him. 
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\ He had this ſingular abilitiethat inhis Prayer after Sermon, 
he could colle@intoaſhort Sumall which hee had delivered 
| [to his Hearers and make it the matter of his Prayer to 
God, tothe endthey might be inwardly taught of God, and 
become Belcevers and doers of what was taught them, 
— Likewiſe when hee had read a Pſalmeor Chapter in his Fa- 
mily, hee wasſo wellſecne in the Text, and of ſo good a 
judgement, and of ſo choice a memory that though the 
Chapter was part of the Ceremoniall Law, orinthe bookes of 
Numbers, Chronicles, and hardeſt Prophecies, he in his Pray+ 
er would diſcover the ſcope and meaning and chiete notes 
of Oblervation, and their ufc, in ſuch ſort, that oft-times 
when | have hcard him, Ihave much longed that I could 
callchem all to minde; For | found the matter of his Pray- 
er to be abetter Commentary of that Chapter, with apt ob- 
{ervations and applications for uſe, then I could finde! 
in any Authour that 1 hadread, who had vyritten there- | 
ONe | | 
Bs His manner was daily Morning and Eveningtocall his Fa | 
mily rogether, androreade a Pſaime or Chapter in the Scrips | 
'tures, and to pray withthem and ofc to catechize them;belides | | 
|his conſtanc Praycr Morning and Evening with his wite and al-| 
ſo conſtantly alone by himſelte, 
Hedid (cta part privatedayes of Humiliation for his Fami- 
1y upon ſpeciall occaſions, andott times beforetheir prepara- 
tion for their due receiving of the Lords-Supper. At which 
[times he did exceed himſelfe in powring out his ſoule to GOD 
in moſtaboundant and moſt free Confeſſions of ſinne, and 
Expreſſions of Sorrow for ſinne, with teares and with earneſt- 
.nefle of Petition for pardon and grace, and forthe good ofthe 
Churches of God, but for our whole State and Church of 
England more ſpecially and particulatly, | 
He was much in dayes of private Faſting and humbling 
himſelfe before God alone, that hee might make and keepe| 
his peace with God, #ndobtaine more Grace to keep more | 
| cloleto him, and to walke more evenly with him, and that | 
—_—_ the better keepe under his body, and bring it 
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| into ſubjeQion (following the Example of the Apoſtle) 


leaſt having preached to others hee himſelfe ſhould not live 
anſwerable to his Dorine without reproofe, knowing that: 
Miniſters ought to beunreproveable, Hewasſo muchinthis 
that it is thought by ſuch as knew him beſt that it impai- 
| redthe health of his body,though it made much for the good | 


| of his ſoule, 


He was very able and very ready to conferrewith, and to re- 
| folve the doubts ofthoſe many whoin loye and defire of infor- 
| mation came unto him, 
He barea tender loye unto, and had a conſcionable care 
of that great people over which God had made him ovyer-ſeer., 


|For, although his mainetenance from them was but ſmall 
\in compariſon, and unkindneſſes and diſcouragements many 
and hisoffers of greater preferment inthe Church in refpeR 
of outward mainetenance were oftand importunate; yet he 
would not be perſwaded to leavethem. Yea though once for 
reaſons which ſuddenly tooke him, hedid promiſe to accept 
| ofanother charge, yet within a while hee intreated mee to 
tell that Perſon ro whom he had promiſed, that hee had 
| better thought of it, and diddefire to bereleafſed ofhis Pro- 
miſe, andthatoutof Conſideration of that great people which 
he ſhould leave, ſaying, that if he ſhould accept of that lefler 
charge, when he ſhould come intothe Church amongſt them 
(his heart would in yerning towards his other people, aske him 
what he did there. 
 Hewasduely inquiſitive after the affaires of Gods Church |} 
and people, and according as heereccived true intelligence of 
their weale orwoe, ſo hee had his ſympathies and Fellow-fee- 


pts. 


Hee was much gricyed and troubled when hee ſaw that 
difference of opinions, and thereupon ſtrangeneſle, diſtraQ-| 
ions and rendsto ariſe and bee made in the Church amongſt 
Bretheren profeſſing for the maine, and in fundamentalls 


the ſame Truthes. Hee ſignified ſo much to mee with be-| 


'wayling many times, 
| Heewas judiciouly charitable to any that ſhould difter in 


a-s$ ſome! 


——_—_———— _  - 


Y , 


—_— — - ——— ht —— —— 


—— 


The Life and Deathof M.V Vhately. © 


CT 


{rhatthey had anaime to know God aright,andto ſerve himin | 


| demning of their Bretheren, and other men would have too 


Pe  watchfull over himſelfe, then otherwiſe hee would baye bin; It 


ſome opinions from him, ſo long as he ſaw that they agreed 
with him in the maine and Fundamentall Points of Religion, | 
and were diligent to enquire after the Truth, and faw allfo 
that they did indeed ſhewthe Power of Godlineſle in their 
lives. Heecouldanddid highly cſtecme them, love them, 
and converſe Chriſtianly and familiarly with them, and that | 
becauſe (alrhough heerhought they were inan errour, and 
hee would inprivateand publike endeavourtoreclaime them) 
yet he was perſwadedthattheir delirewas to ſecke Chriſt, and 


ſincerity 


Notwithſtanding all this good which according to the truth 
hath beene ſaid of him; it muſt be remembred that hee was 
a man and not without his imperfeQions and frailties. For 
what man is he thatliveth and ſfinnethnot, And as it is alſo ſaid, | 
In many things we fin all, | | 

[t is uſuall with God that men of the greateſt parts and | 
gifts ſhould be exerciſed with ſome or other inordinate affc&i- 
on to bee mortified, and ſome ſtrong temptations, ro have 
ſomethorne in the fleſh, orſome or other meſſenger of Satan 
(as the Apoſtle had) tobufferthem ; Elſe they would be ex- 
alred above meaſureto the (leighting, contemning, and con- 


high an opinion of them, halfe deitying them, defpiſing 
thoſe vvho arenoleſſe holy, but notlo excellently gifted as 
they. | 
There was nothing which did more evidently diſcover truth | 
of Godsgraceinthisman,then that which was occaſioned by 
his lips and ſtrong temptations; For theſe made him more 


made him more humble and moreto loath his originall cor-| 
ruptionandlinfull nature, and bewailingly to cry out with the 
Apoſtle, O miſerablemanthat I am whoſhall deliver me from the 
body of this Death. And that becauſe hee was (as other the 
deare ſervants of God are) moſt ſenſible of the caprivitie 


x | 


and bondage whichſin would ſtrivero hold him under;fith that 
when be would doe well, crvill was preſent with him, ' and made 


| 


LITAY | him 
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pittifull towards: others in whom this. ſinne remaineth and 


|the party andthanke him that gave it. Hee would :nente 


| formerly , whichisa ſure argument of uprightneſſe, A mot 
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bim ſometimes to doc ſome things which in the bene of his 
ſoule he would not have done, This ſerved to make him more 
humblein himſelte,more earneſtinprayerto God and more 


— OD - — Oreo 


dwelleth (even after converſion) which (as the Apollle ſaith) 
is a weight and doth eaſi'y beſctthem, ro hinderthemintheir 
Chriftianrace., And this[ am aſlured oft, that hee would be 
the firſt eſpier of thoſe faults of his when the world could not 
nordidtakenotice ofthem,having no peace in himſelte untill 
he had with all ſpeed and earneſtneſle,ſought and regained par- 
don and peace with God. 

He may bea patterne to all in receiving admonition from 
| any thatſhouldinlove mind him of his fault. Hee was glad 
when any of therighteous ſmote him and would take it well, 
not from his Superiours onely, but from his cqualls and farre 
inferiours, Hee had learned with David to bleſle God that 
ſent them, and tobleſſethe advice;to follow it, and to blcſle 


ſuch, as hee hath done me in particular, not to be wanting 
tohimin this Chriſtian oftice of Love; and hee would really 
ſhew more teſtimonies of his love to ſuch afterwards then ever 


[reyerend Divine who had knowne him from his infancy, and 
| hadoften converſed with him, gave teſtimony of him to this 
| effe& unto meand others when lately he ſpake othim by occa- 
ſion ofthe mentioning of hisſicknelle, | 

His latter da ies were his beſt daies;forin the judgement of 
thoſe whocoulajudgeſpiritually, hee grew exceedingly in hu- 
'mility andin ſpiritualland heavenly mindedneſle; hislaſt works 


were his beſt works,arguing him to be of Gods gratting, and 


{ | plantedinthe houſe ofthe Lord, 


| Laſtly, hec had a moſt happy and comfortable ſucceſſe of 
his conflis againſt ſinne* For agood while before hisficke- 
nefle anddeath hedid with Comfort and |oy make knowne 


to his deareſt friend that God had given him victory againſthis 
|oreareſt corruptions yyhich had tor a long time kept him in 
continuall exerciſe, 


About 
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| Aboureight weekes before his dzath a great fit of inward 
and ſhort coughing and extreame ſhortneſſc of breath did 
 ceaſeupon him,inſo much that thoſe who came about him tea-| 
redhat hee would preſently have departed, This fit bee- 
ingover,much weakenefle continued, yet hee preached di- 
verstimes, untill that his encreaſing weakenefle did diiable 
| him, 
| Inthetimeof his ſickenefſe and weakeneſle hee gave hea- 
| venly and wholeſome counſell to his people, neighbours and 
friends that cameo viſit him : giving particular adviſe to his 
wife, children and ſervants reſpeQvely according to their 
placeand condition as they oft came about him, thus hee did 
oft ſo long as hee wasable to ſpcake unto them, 
His Chriſtian ſpeeches that concerned all, rended to this, 
thatthey would be carefull to redeeme the time, and to bee 
much inreading,hearing and meditating ofthe Word of God, 
[That they would be much in Prayer, much in brotherly love 
\and communion of the Saints, And thatthey would be care- 
full ro hold faſt that which he had taughtthem our of the Word 
'of Truth. And that whilethe light and mecanes of Salvation 
[was tobe had, they (ſhould not (pare painesnor coſt to coy 
them, He wasoftin his fickenelle upon the painctull racke 
or torture of inward ſnatchings and conyulfions, which 
| ſometimes left him, bur (:three or foure dayes before his 
death) they returned and increaſed upon him}; all which hee 
bareexcceding patiently. Hee was much in cjaculations and 
{hort prayers and lifting up his heart to God inthe behalfe of 
| the Churchand State, and for himſelte alllo, which hee was 
'moſt frequent and earneſt in, alittle before his death, Inthe 
time whena brother ofhis (noronely inthe common bonds 
of Chriſtianity, burallſo by alliance, and a brother in the 
 Miniſtery) was praying with him andfcrhim to this effec, | 
that if his time was nor determined or expired that God would | 
be plealedtoreftorc him for the good of his Church,or if 0- 
'rherwiſethat hee would putan end to his paine if he ſaw good, 
atthe hearing thereof hee lift up his eyes ſtedfaſtly rowards 
pr and allſo one of his hands (hee being not able tolitt | 
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\up the other) and in the cloſe of that prayer gave up the 

[up Auk hb. 

'ohoſt, ſhutting downe his eyes himſelfe, as ifhee were fallen 

into a ſweerſlcepe. Heelved much deſired and died much 
lamented 
! Thus a great, a good and mercifull man, a chariot and 
 horſe-man ot lſraellis by Gods owne hand fallen and taken a- | 
way fromtheevillrocome, andisentred into peace, and reſt 
inhis bedof everlaſting pleaſures andjoyes, enjoying the fruit 
ofhisFaithin Chriſt, and of his walking with God inupright- 
neſſe. Pretious in the fight of the Lord is the death of the 
Saints thoughthe wicked regard it not, but are glad of their | 
"abſence, Butthelivingindced they muſt, andchey will lay it 

- [to heart, andwillprepare andlong for their owne diſſolution, 
thatthey may be more immediately gathered to Chriſt the | 
;ludgeof all, and to theſpiritsof juſt men made perfe&, ex- | 
|pe&ingand waiting for a bleſſed ReſurreQion of themlelyes 
and of all that die in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus, ro whom 
bee aſcribed all Might, Majeſtic, Dominion and Glarie, | 
both now and for ever more, Amen, | | 
| This Manof God andfaithfull Miniſter of Chriſt,” de- 

| parted this lite upon Friday the 10. of May, Anno 

Domini, 1639. neare the end of the 

ſix and fiftieth yeare of his age. 
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Feb.25, Imprimatur , | 
1639, Tromas Wrxns. <4 
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Banburies Funerall teares powred forth; upon 


_ theDeath of her late pious and painefull Paſtour . 


Mr. William Whately deciphered in this 
Sympatbizing Elogys 


> am that Orbin which of late did ſhine 
F An hearv'nenlightned (tarre with raies divine..,. 
Which did ariſe within mee and diſpence | 

Light, life, beate, Hearv' -mfufing influence, , 
And went before me, ſeering right mine Eye. 

Vntothe -very place where. CHRIST did lye, 

He was aCynoſura in my motion 

To Hearven's bright haven on this worlds vaſt Ocean ; 

Or as the Egyptian Pharos ro deſcrie.. 

The rockes of finne and errour to mine Eye_. 

Hee was my Glorie, Beautic, | Conſolation, 
My very ſoule,. 1 but the Corporation, 


: Dwould goe on with bleedings to recite, 
His and mine owne ſad fall, but T can ewpite, F 
Throbs [hake mine h, md, and priefe my fight deſtroyes, 
And when I ſþeake, ah! teares doe drone my -voice. ; © 
Yet will I figh,and give my ſorrowes pent | 
Within my breaSt, by mournefall brearhings vent: 
Come then ſpeake febs, Write reares, and ſadly ſtorie. ) 
The dark Kcclipſe that hath befell my glorie>. 


My Starre is faine,and Heavens did ſo diſpoſe_;, 
That there he fell, where he ar firſt aroſe 
The Starres above us thus their races runne 
| Returning thither whencetbey firſt begunze_—, 
But aid I ſay hee's fallen? Stay me there, 
He i5 tranſlated to an higher ſphzare, 
Where (thoughto tiz* world he is obſcur d) he may 
' Shine forth unrvailed ina purer ray, 
| Fixt to an endleſſe reſt in heavens brighs pbrone, 
Aborve all Starry ConStellation, 8 
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—_ 
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But ab, alas Death bath diſpoſed it ſo 


A 


Tr IS 


| That his riſe prooves my fall, bis weale my woe: 

His weale my wos?ſtrange!what achange is this? 

My welfare was but now inwrapt in his: 

Fut thus Death innovates ; and did be not 

Tell me that he Commiſion bath got , 

And warrant for his fatk from beavens great King 

I would have brought him into queſtioning; 

Ab death what bas} thou done ? Doſt thou not care 

To make abreach which ages can'trepaire? 

| So rare a Framein peeces for to take 

VV hich Heav's and nature did combine to make 

A Maſter-peece? For who diderebehold 

| So ſound a ſpirit in ſo ſirong amold > 

Hearven's treaſure which within his breaſt abode 
VV as by his liberall tongue diſperſ# abroad, 

| | AllGraces gave ametting iu him, erven, 

To make his breaſt a little map of Heav'sn. 

| His lips diſtilled Mannaz and be ſtood 

Not ſo for Church-goods as the Churches good. 

His Voice it was a trumpgwhoſe ſound was made 

VVith breath divine which it from Heaven had, 

His life a dayly Sermon, which alas, 

Me ehinkes was meaſur'd by too Jbort a glaſſe. 

| Ab Death though Painters give thee boles for eyes 

Yet thou canſs ſee to take thericheſt prize, 

To hit the faire$b mark ; yet I ſufbet 

It was my finne which did thine band dirett ; 

My light had Timprooru'd it well for gaine 

VVould haveremaind,els lights ſha'nt burnin Vain. 

Yet ſure he is not dead, forwby ? I find 

Him ſtill ſurviving, in my breaſt enſhrin'd ; 

And whocan ſaythat he's of life bereaven 

That lives in's works,inpious beartsin Heaven? 

He's but a ſleepe,by death undreſt,not dead, 

Or hath but changd his dreſie z for bein Stead 

Of cbeſe fin-Staind ragges of mortality 
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EXAMPLE. I. 


O F 
Adam and Eve. 
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51S all other knowledges are conyc- 
niently taught by Precepts and 
Examples , ſo is that beſt of 
knowledges, the art of living holi- 
ly. Hence it is that as I have inſtru- 
Red you to my poore ability inthe 

Law and the precepts of good life, 
| ſo Idoe now intend to ſet before 
your eyes the Examples: recorded: 
in Scripture of Men, both good 
7 and bad, that ' by obſerving "the. 
—_— {wcrvings of the one,andthe right. 
F—_ walking of others, you' may bet-/| 
ter keepe your owne feete in the, ſtreighteſt paths. Onely con- 
cerning Examples, you muſt know this thing in generall , that 
' no Example at all hath the force of a precept either ro binde 
the conſciences of men to any thing as a duty, or to reſtraine 
from any thing as a finne : . becauſe the knowledge of finne is 
from the Law, and where there is no Law there is no tranſgrefſion, 


oa 


any man whatſoever. But Example prevaileth alone to perſwade 
the will as a fir argument of Exhortation or Dehortation, notas an 


| and our care muſt be to walke in Gods waies, not inthe waies of | 


| argument to proove a thing necdfull or finfull. Secing then my 
B 
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| 
The Preface of 


the infuing 
Treatile. 


Bare Example 
binde not, 
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—_ —— 


on” + 7 


þ .Þ 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


al 
þ 


, 
, 


U 
: 
: 


| Ada and | Birth, but of their entring into the world by another way, which! 


' the world, | CONCErNes us to underſtand our originall and to know certainely how 


| Chapter. body of a Woman, in which alſo he placed a reaſonable ſoule. | 


Lb es * to this truth, that there cannot be an infinite number, ſeeing to a 


Gzn.:: | Example of Crnar. 


CE ee 


duty isto perſwade youto all goodnefle, and to diſſwade you from 
all evill, and the Examples of Scripture are undoubted and cerraine, ' 
and they offer themſelves as it were unto the ſences, and fo 
* more worke on the will to allure or deterre: I thinke'it a conyeni- 
ent mecanes of helping you in all righteouſheſſe and againſt the con- | 
| trary, to make acolleftion of thoſe Examples of good or bad things 
which are left us upon record by a divinie pen, and I will range 
| theſe Examples according to the order of time wherein they liyed, ' 
ſo farre as I can informe my ſelfe thereof by the Word of God. 
And Iwill begin with _4dam and Eve, and put them both toge- 
ther, becauſe their good and evill was put rogcher in practiſe 
thereof. | | 
The Method! The Method I intend to take in cach perſon is this, I will con- 
Re a1 | fider his Birth, Life and Death, and inhis Life I will Iooketo his 
the Exampl-s, | carriage and behaviour in reſpec of the deeds he did, good, bad, 
| indifferent and doubtfull, and the things that betell him, either pro-. 
' ſperoufly oradverſely, inbenefits or afftlictions. | 
| Now for Adam and Ege becauſe they were the firſt foun- 
| taines of mankind, and cherefSre could not be borne in the ſame 
' manner as others be (for he thar'is borne muſt have a Parent, and | 
he that hath a Parent was not the firſt man or woman, becauſe his | 


Neching - Parent was before him) therefore I cannot tell you any thing oftheir | 
aig © 


Eves Birth, | Was to them the ſame in effect, that our begetting and birth is to | 


bur of their |yc, Twill informe you according to the Scriptures, for it much | 
entring into 


\ mankinde came into the world. Know then in ſumme, That God 
Gen,2,7- made Man of the duit of the earth, and breathed into him the breath | 
of life and man became a living ſeule. Here is in briefe the Creation | 
of Adam (now Adam frgnifieth red Earth, becauſe his body | 


was made of ſuch kinde of Earth) and concerning Woman it is no- | 


ted that God cauſed a adcepe ſleeve to fall upon Adam, and then tooke | 
21, 22, verſes "Np" hs : ot | 
of the ſame 07 of hes ribbes, cloſing the fleſh in ſteed of it, and framed it inte the 


Adam what it 


fignific th, 


( 


Concerning this Creation of Man, you muſt firſt informe your : 
The Creation ſelyes of the neceſſity of it, It muſt needs be granted by force of 
of Man was | d : 
neceſſary. | Tcaſon, that there muſt be ſome firſt man, ſeeing otherwiſe there 
muſt be infinite men, becauſe a pumber without beginning muſt be | 
There mult be . . | 
frſt Man, and alſo without end, in as much as there is the ſame reaſon of both, 
why? that which cauſed men without beginning, did cauſe them neceflari- 


ly, and therefore it muſt cauſe them for ever; now all reaſon agrees 


fnitun aflv. | number till one at leaſt may be added. I meaneit of atuall numbers | 
| ; and atuall infiniteneſſe , ſo wee reaſon thus, either an infinite. 
' number of men,or ſome firſt man and woman,;not theformer,thertore | 
| the latter. And if there muſt be a firſt man and woman, eitherthey | 


Ul 
: 


| cameby chance and' without any maker, which is ſo abſurd, that no 
eel Bi man 


— I ” 


wa 


| 


{© E N. 
| man can chooſe but hiſſe it out, or elſe they were made By ſome 


| [and how woman; but you muſt obſerve more particularly the diffe- 


| him Humility, buthe had alſo a ſoule and that was breathed into his 


[that is, a ſoule which procured breathing and living, nothing is har- 


eAdam and Eye. Crave. 


agent or matter that had a being before them; and if ſo, theneither as 
Heathen Theologie tels,they grew out of the mudde as frogges doc 
in ſome Countrics, or elſe were formed by God as our Theologic 
teacheth, and let every man that hath his right wits about hints judge 
in himſclfe whether of theſe twaine is more agreeable to reaſon, and 
more likely to betrue.So man was created by God, now about his 
Creation, the tirfie and matter of itisto be noted. For firſt man was 
not created till the ſixth day when a fit place for him to dwell in, 
and all neceſſary furniture for the place, and all needfull ſeryants and 
attendants were before provided for his uſe. God ſaw it not fit to 
bring man into the world, before it was garniſhed and ſtored with all 
contents uſefull for him. And then man was made in the firſt place 
and woman after him, to ſhew that man is the ſup*-riour in natare,wo- | 
man was made for man and not man for woman, therefore was man 
made firſt and woman after, and ſo doth the* Apoſtle reaſon in two 
places where he handles the difference of Sexes, 1 Cor.11. 8,9, 
1Tim.2.13. Soyou havethis cleared, how man came into the world, 


rent matter of which they. were made, and the parts of which they 
confift. . 
Man had a body and that was made of the duſt of the carth,to reach 


woſtrils, that is, infuſed by God, wonderfully and immediately put 
into mans body, it is called a breath of life, and after a ſoule of life, 


der for aman to conceive of then the nature of his owne ſoule next 
the nature of God and Angels, for the formeris much more hard to 
comprehend, the latter equally difficult ar leaſt, and it ſhould be unto 
us a matter of great abaſement that wee cannot tell what to make of 
our ſelves, that is, of our {oules, that it is we know by the effects ir 
workes inthe body andthe abſence of theſe efftes, and the follow- 
ing of contrary effe&s when it is departed fromthe body, and this is 
all we know'in amanner, onely we may gather by diſcourſe that it 
isa ſubſtance incorporeall, becauſe it ſelfe doth informe the body, 
and one body cannot in reaſon be fit to informe another. 

The Scripture alſorells us cenainely thatir is an immortall ſubſtance 
which muſt returne ro God that gave it, and reaſon ſubſcribes to this 
truth, becauſe finding the ſoule a thing ſimple, it. cannot conceive 
how it ſhould becorrupted ; O how ignorant are we and: what cauſe 


have we to be puffed up with conceit of our knowledge, ſecing fo 


much blindnefſe doth now poſſefſe our mindes, that in a manner [all 
we haveto ſay of our owne ſoules and ſpirits, the beſt partof us, is this, 
that we-cannot tell what to ſay. | 


As for Evah ſhee alſo confifted of a body, and that was made 


not of carth, but of a bone of her husband, to inſtru her and him 


both of their duty, thar ſhee ſhould acknowledge her ſubjeQion unto 


The time and 
matrer of mars 
Creation, 


4 


Tt is hard to 


underſtand the} 


nature of the 
ſoule. 


Eves body 
was made of 


| 


; a rib,and why?] 


| | 


| 
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(GE No Example of 
him as being taken out of him,and helpefull to him as being made of 
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A fond con-Y 
f ceit that wo- 
men have no 
{oules and the 
originall of it 


I» 


Their life. 


Their bad car. 
riage, 
The firſt finne 
of our firſt Pa» 
rents, 
| Gen. 2il 6, I 7. 


a rib an helpfull bone in his fide, and to inſtruct him thar he ſhould ac- 
count her deare unto him and make pretious reckoning of her,uſing her 


| 


as in a manner his equall, as being a peece of himſclfe and extracted 
from. his own fide. Now a woman alſo hath a foule,an immorrall ſpi- 


rit tomake her aliving and a reaſonable creature;for where f1n is found 
there is areaſonable ſoule, becauſe none other is capable of know- 
ing and confequently CES alaw made by God, but woman 
was in the Tranſgreſſion, that is, ſhee finned, and ſinned firſt before 
| Adam,therefore ſhee had a ſoule and a reaſonable ſoule, andthey 
ſeeme to have beene wilfully blinde, that whether out of the filence 
| of God in not mentioning the breathing of a ſoule into Ewah, or 
upon” what other mad conceit would needs make themſelves and 
others beleeve that women had no ſoules. 1 conceive it was the de- 
vice of ſome brutiſh and ſenſuall man, that by inſtilling this moſt 
abſurd conceit into tha? Sexe, would faine draw them ro commit 
all licentiouſnefſe with boldneſſe, for if they have no ſoules it could 
beno fault inthetn more then in the bruit creatures to give over them- 
ſelves to all ſenſuality and libidinouſneſſe. You have heard Mans begin- 
ning know now his life, and hereit conſider his behaviour and the 
things that befell him; his behaviour bad,geod,indifferent, doubrfull. 
" Theit bad catriage ſtands in rwo things. Their firſt finne where- 
by. they fell, and their following finnes which they added after 
cheir fall. The firſt ſinaewas the cating of the forbidden fruit 3" for 
you: ſhall have it recorded that the Lord having 


the trees of the garden thou maiſt eating eate, that is, thou maiſt lawful- 
ly 


eating of any he might forbeare, then followes a prohibition of one 


| 


in the midft of the garden thou maiſt not eate, that is, you ſhall not 
lawfully do it, inregard of naturall power he had ability to cate and 
rioteate of that as of any other, but God did take away from him the 
morall liberty of eating of it, and by his authority - ſaw good to 
abridge hisliberty, andthisaloneto make it appeare to Adam, that 
he was an-abſolute and a ſoveraigne Lord - over him, and had full 
power and authority to forbid him what he ſaw good to forbid, and 
to-command what he ſaw good ro command. So the Lord did here 


. 


Maker, and of Gods abſolute right tohimſelfe and all other creatures: 
and to this prohibition he ſubjoynes athreatof death, 1s the day that 
thi” eateſt it thow ſhalt certainely die,in dying thou ſhalt die. Doubtleſe 
the Lord meant this/of both deaths naturall and ſpiritu all,” and it'is 


| tobeiriterpeted, thou ſhalt become ſubje& ro anaturall andto ante r- 


| 


nall death, thy body and ſoule both ſhall be made in their kind mor- 


. 
p 
. 


_——_ 


kind of fruit, iz. of the tree of knowledge of good and evill which 


rall.' Thy body ubje@ to ſuch putrefaQtion and diſtcwiper as ſhall 
0d AION BIR Rn ___cauſs 


| 


| 


placed Adam in |-1% 
a garden to drefſe and keepe it, ſpake to him in this wiſe, - of all |" 


and with mine allowance cate, it was at his choice to eate of | 
what kind he pleaſed, and if it ſeemed good unto him to forbeare 


call <Adam to a profeſſion of his abſoture ſubjeRion ro God" his | 


C3 & NN. 


|pardoning him. Lo now Adamhad from Gods own mouth an expreſſe 


«and expreſle threat of death to begin to inſuc immediately upon his 


{FEALINY, 
ſens. had made knowne to Evah, for you heare that ſhee doth 


| finne,I know not, becauſe find it not revealed and willnot conjecture; 


eAdam and Eve. 


cauſe it ro be an unfit receptacle for the ſoule, and thy ſoule ſubjeR 
to {ſuch (infullneſſe and diſtemper in its kind, as ſhall make ir unfit to 
hold any fellowſhip with "God, and ſo thy ſoule ſhall be ſeparated 
from thy body,and both from God the life of thy life ; inthisſame 
phraſe is the wicked man threatened by the Propher at Gods ap- 

nirtment.0 wicked man thou ſhalt dre the death chat is,oſt ſurely die and 
be danned, The Lord did not meane that natarall and eternall death 
ſhould inſtantly follow upon their eating, but obnoxiouſneſle to both, 
and ſome degrees of both ſhould follow inſtantly,and ar laſt theconſum- 
mation of both,with an implicite exception of his grace in Chrift in 


C « APJ}. 


and plaine Commandement, wherein he was dircaly forbidden one 
and but one tree,with warrant for the uſe of all the reſt,and a plaine 


And this Commandement, either God himſelfe, or elſe 
both alleadge it and oppoſe irtto the Serpents temptation at the firſt. 


could not be ignorant of it, nor incurre any inconvenience by 
yeelding to it, norpicke {any exception againſt it, This Com- 
mandement which both of them knew full well did they tranſ- 
oreſſe, and that very ſpeedily. How long they continued free from the 


becauſe the not revealing it by God makes mee thinke it is not 
ro much purpoſe to know. If the firſt at of cating were that ofthe 
forbidden fruit, it is a great aggravation of. their finne, that they 
tranſgreſſed Gods Law in amanner afore they did any other thing, 
if they ſtood any while it is agreat aggravation, that after much ex- 
perience of Gods bounty they would be bold to offend him, and 
taſteof the forbidden fruit after the feeling of rhe ſweetneſſe and 
goodnefle of other fruits : but it was not long afore they did eate, 
2nd it was likewiſe done upon a poore motive, the temptation of a 
baſe Worme, and it was yeelded unto without much refiſtance, for 
not many words paſſed them before Zve had condeſcended. You 
have the Storie of this finne in Gez. 3. 1,6c. where is firſt the 


Now this Commandement fo plaine, fo eafte, ſo equall, that hee 


Tempter, a Serpent, the moſt * naked ny of all beaſts;then | 
the temptation in the matter of it and the ſucceſſe. The matter, The 
Serpent ſaid to the Woman, hath God indeed ſaid, you ſhall not eate o 
every tree of the garden, in which hee would make Evecither doubt 
of Gods Cemmandement, or elſe be diſcontent with it, as if hee 
had dealt niggardly with them in not permitting them'to cate of eve- 
ry tree, or as if the forbidding of this were as much as if hee had 
prohibited them all the trees,intimating that this was as good as all 


the reſt, and the not givingthem this as much as the deniall of all the 


reſt, Then the Womans anſwer, telling him that he had allowed 
them all the reſt and forbidden this alone, and that on paine of 
death; then the Serpents reply, in which he contradifeth - Gods, 


How long 


Adam conti- 


nued before 
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thragr, that the Woman might not give credit unto it, for he tells 
Evah, that they ſhould not certainely die, yea not onely fo, but 
| that God knew well enough how eating of that tree would procure 
tothem an increaſe of knowledge, then the ſucceſſe of the Temp- 
tation is, that ſhee beleeving the Serpent and conceiving that ſhee 
ſhould gaine knowledge by the eating and conſidering the beauty 
and plcaſantneſſe of the fruit, did not alone eate of ir her ſelfe, bur 
alſo pave her husband, perſwading him alſo to feed of it, which he 
at herperſwaſion did. 

Thus was the firſt Commandement utterly tranſgreſſed, which 
{o ſoone as it was done they began ro have {enceof their nakednefle;, 
and ſewed figleaves together to make them aprons for the covering of 
| their nakednefſe, which now began to appeare ſhamefull unto them. 
[ Divers Gnned © This was their firſt finne, upon this followed divers other ſinnes, 
followed the] 457, their running away from God; and hidingrthemſelves among the 
þ iſt bone. | 1rees, as if it had beene poſſible for them 1o to haye eſcaped his 
ſight, and then cxcuſing their fault, he by laying the fault partly on 
| Eve which gave him, and partly upon God which gave her to him, 
| and ſhee upon the Serpent which had ſeduced and beguiled her. 
$o they had done cvill and ſoughtto hide their finne initead of con- | 
feſſing it and humbling themſelves, for ſo finne blindes the minde, 
| hardens the heart, drives a man from God and ſers all the minde 
| out of frame, eftranging the ſoule from God and caufing a man ro be 
| filled with {laviſh feare that makes him flic from his preſence, This 
fitme brovght tcrrour of conſcience, from whence of neceſlity fol- 
| lowed finfullnefſcand morrality. This is their bad carriage. 

Tot Fra Doubtfull and indifferent may ſeeme to have beene their making 
gn 0020" of them aprons of leaves,for that ſhewed ſome ſhameand defire to hide 
our. | their ſhame. | 
Theic 004 | Now follow the things that were good in them, v2. their im- 
carriage: bracing of Gods goodnefle, and turning to him by Faith and Repen- | 
patter why © tanceafter the promiſe, intimated in the giving Eve the name of 
ng Evah or Mother of all living, as much as if he had ſaid, though we 
be all dead by this ſinne, yet wee fhall live by the promifed ſeed 
which Ewv4h ſhall bring forth, and then Zvah giveth the name of 
Caize to her firſt ſonne, ſaying, I have obtained a ſonne the Lord,or 
of the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her hope that Caize was thar ſonne 
the Lord which ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, and after calling 
{ the ſecond ſonne by the name of <4vel, to ſignifie their ſubmitting 
themſelves to the crofles and miſeries which they felt, and after | 
bringing up their ſonnes in acalling, the one a Shepheard, the other | 
aHusbandman, and in teaching them to worſhip God and to bring 
gifts and ſacrifices to him, the one of his ſhceepe, the other of the 
| Their benefis| fruits which the land did affoord. 
2 cit! Now conſider we the benefirs God had beſtowed upon them be- 
_ |fore their fall;the making of them after his owne Image, in know- 
| ledge, righteouſhefle and true holineſſe, wich a moſt beautifull, 


| 


1 


i. 


— 


| forth ill things to him) and that with ſweat and labour, and ſhee 


| which God did ſomewhat mitigate by giving them another godly | 
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ſtrong, ſwift, healthie and comely body, free from all danger of 
fickneſſe, dearth, or other miſery ; giving them dominion over all ( 
creatures, planting ſo excellent a place for them as Paradife, and 
granting them the uſe of all the trees, and that of life, and parting | 
on them ſo pleaſant a ſervice as that of dreſſing and keeping the Gar- | 
den, beſides the hope and aſſurance of Erernall life upon condition | 
of their obedience, of which Paradiſc it ſelfe and the tree of life 
were {ignesunto them. For if wee ſhould live thelife of glory by | 
obeying the Law, ſo ſhould they have done ſeeing they alſo were 
under the ſame Covenant of workes that we be under. | 
Now after their finne God beſtowed divers benefits on them. The | 2- Aﬀeer their 
chiefe wasthe promiſe of a Saviour, viz. Theſecde of the Woman | "_ 
totread on the Serpents head, that is, to deſtroy the Divell, andthe | | 
workes of the Divell, and to deliver them fromthe miſchicfe which ' | 
Satan ſought to bring upon them. By which wordshe did makethe | 
Covenant of grace with them and their Poſterity, providing a re- | 
medy equall ro the diſeaſe, and the meanes of revealing it toall,inthat 

he manifeſted irrorthem that they might teach ir totheir children, and | | 


ſo one to another till all knew it, and then making them Breeches and 


__— their life, and granting them children. Theſe be the be- | 
nEnts. | 


The miſeries they felt were pronouncing a curſe upon them, ad- | Their Croffes, 
judging them to an inavoidable neceiſity of naturall death, ro much 
ſorrow in their life, he by tilling the ground (which ſhould bring 


by bearing children in ſorrow, andby being compelled by ſubjeXion 
to her husband ; then by caſting them our ef Paradiſe, debarring | 


ter then himſelfe, which muſt needs be an heavie crofle to them, | 


ſonne, evenSerth. This is their life,their death followes. 
| cCAdaam lived 9co. yeares, and for Eves death, it is not mentioned | Their Death, 
how long ſheelived, for God hath not thought it fir to tell us the | yi the 

length of thelife of any woman except Sarah in Scripture : upon | lengrh of any 


. Ip Vepht” I Womans life 
what conſideration it is hard to gueſſe, but ſureit is to humble wo- ne Gs 
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So havel briefely runne over the firſt man and the firſt woman, And 

now I will make nſe of all. | 

Firſt from their Creation, and the benefits beſtowed upon them in The no of 
2nd after their Creation ; let uslearne. zo acknowledge Godto beour | * vnvie: 

Creator, the Fountaine of our being, and to ſubmit our ſelves who- 
ly te him inallthings, ſecing we have received our being from him; 
torin making them he made us inthem, and wharſoever benefits he 


a. 
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not caft them away we ſhould not have wamed them. Wee muſt 
not leſſe praiſe God and be leſſe thankefull for that happy eſtate, be- 


| 
them the tree of life, and giving Carne over to kill his Brother ber- | 


mankinde, that becauſe they were firſt in bringing in death, defer- | is nor mencio-] 
ved not to have the continuance of their lives recorded by Gods pen. | <4 in Scup 


| 
|gavehimin Creation, hegave them to us in him, ſceing if he had | 2mer noera 
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cauſe Adam forfeited it; for his naughtineſle in finning cannot dimi- | 
niſh the goodneſſe of God in granting ro him and his fo great a 
| heape of pleaſures here with certainty of Erernall life after. Doe] 

you not ſce that God made us all to happineſle and Jife in our firlt 
Parents, fitting all things, ſo that he might have ſtood and delivered 
over all thoſe benefits unto us. Let us not murmure againſt God for 
the puniſhment juſtly inflicted upon us in them and on them for the 
ſinne committed by them z eſpecially wee muſtpraiſe God for the 
promiſe of the ſeed of the Woman which now God hath petfor- 
med to us, by whom ſalvation and life was offered and rendered 
toall, ſo that by the ſecond Adam all might have received happi- 
neſle as they loſt it by the firſt, if the fault had not beene and were 
not meerely in themſelves, that have beene and are careleſſe of | 
Gods goodneſſe negleRing to conſider of his mercy, to beleeve in 
him andto turne to him. | | 

Secondly, in Adams finne let us all ſee our owne finfullneſſe,and | 
our mortality and miſery in his miſery, For by one man ſinue came in- 
to the world, and by ſinne death, and ſo death paſſed over all. This | 
ſinne is our finne after a ſort, we muſt lament it and bewaile it, and | 
| be humbled for ir,and in the ſence of our wretchednefſe runne to the | 
promiſed ſeed to deliver us from finne and death, and to repaire the 
Image of God in us by the mighty worke of his Spirit, which is 
as eafic for him to doe as to create us juſt at the firſt, and which he 
will as cerainely performe for us if we ſeeke it as hee did then in our 
firſt making. 

Againe, let us learne to hate and loath finne and Satan, not to 
hearken to his ſuggeſtions, but to beleeve Gods threats and ſubmit 
to his Commandements, let the husband reſolve not to obey the 
[voice of his wife againſt God, ler the wife rake heed of drawing 
her husband toſinne, ler the husband rather reforme her: then be cor- 
'rupted by her. O beware of thinking to get any thing by doing | 
, wickedneſſe, diſobedience will bring nothing in concluſion but mi- | 
{ery and unhappineſſe. 
| Let us take heed of flying from God and of excufing our faults 
and caſting the blame upon others, chiefely upon God Rimſelfe, as 

Adam did, but let us rather confeſle, lament, and truſt in his mercy, 
and implore it, then dawbe and difſemble,and thinke to eſcape by fri- 
We ſhould nor VOIOUS ſhifts and exrenuarions;and eſpecially learne not to be proud of 
bee proud of apparell which is no better then a badge o& our wicked rebellion and 
*ppxell, | of ourſhamefull nakedneſſe. Let us be the better for the things we 
know concerning Adam and Eveour firſt Parents. | 

Againe, letus be carcfull to follow them in all good deeds which | 
they did ; O letus repent and belecve in Chriſt hoping for life by hina | 
according to the Covenant of grace, asthey did when they had bro- 
ken the Covenant of Workes. Forby truſting in Chriſt we ſhall goe 


| 
* | 
| 


| to Heayen inthe way of Evangelicall obedience, ſtanding in arcſolu- | 


| tionand indeavour not to finne, and acarefull humbling our ſelves and 
| ſecking | 


_ 


| 


” 


| How did Adam accept his wife, ſaying, This u fle 


| bable aftertoo, for we reade of no braules betwixtthem. © joyne. 


(Ga Ne: Adam and Eve. Cuae; | 


ſceking pardon when we faile, as ſure as they or we ſhould have done | 


inthe way of Legall obedicnce,if they and we had remained innocent; 


and God will as ſurely inable us to this Evangelicall obedicnce,if we 
ſeeke to him forgrace and the renewing of his Image-in us, as bee' 
had inabled him to. Legall and cxa&t obedience, | In truth Chriſt 
hath made the way to life cternall as eafie to us in the path of the 
Goſpell, as itwas to him inthe path of che Law, for wee have grace | 
to keepe us from loving and fervnig finneas ſure as hee had power to 
abſtaine from committing finne. Say royour ſelves, Adams (inne ſhall | 
not damne mee, if in ſence of the miſery which it brought upon me ' 
I can fully feeke to Chrift the promiſed ſeed. 

Further, let us follow him and her in that was goo! in both. 


of my Fs. 1 
and ſhee ſha! be called Evah, and 4 man jball forſake Pather and Mo- 
ther and cleave to his wife; O you husbands love your wives as 
your owne flcſh, cleave to them above all, and forſaking all other, | 
keepe you onely to them. You wives be content to. be ſubje ro | 
your husbands, as itis ſure Evah was before her fall at leaſt,and pro- 


rogetherto bring up your children well, firſt in ſome-honeſt calling; | 
then in the. knowledge of the true God and care of worſhipping bim© 
I ſay teachyour fonnes and daughters' things neceſfary' for their profi-: 
tableand holy living in the world; bring them not'up ih id leveficand 
ignorance,but ſo carry your ſclves to them, that it may:nat be 1mpii-' 
ted to you if they prove wicked, and be-thankfullto:Gad'for: yout. 
children, and learne to rejoyce, eſpecially in their goodneſle, as Awe 
and Evah did in Seths, Learne of your firſt Parents'to'be good -P+-: 
_ and follow all the things that were good and commendable in 
them. ws o 


Againe, from thcir afflictions, learne to prepare for affliftions, 'and' 


to make a good uſeof them when they come, if you thinke to live in 
this world without briers and thornes, without ſweat and-labour you! 
are much deceived. Croſſes are affigned to us as juſt chaſtiſements: 


bour to make our ſelves fit for crofſes. It was Gods great goadnefle 
that he would not ſuffer Adam to remaine in Patadife and to enjoy 
| the tree of life. For had hee lived in ſo much pleaſure as that place 
| would have affoorded, and had he foundall the creatures as good and: 
comfortable to him now after his fall wbon his nature-was made fin- 


through the fartncfſe of-thar over delightfull eſtate, even as weedes: 


| doe inarich-and unmanured ſoyle. - Sure had not God \ſenit acirſe; 


onthe earthy/-and inflited gricfe and: miſery. upon iman, 


| | | 'hee would. 
never have'repented, never have conceived of his fpirieuall mi 
neverhaveturnedto God[{andfought God;fo that as it iSa inexcy i 


Phyſitianto makethe paricm ficke with amedicine, ſoitwas in: Goih 


for our finne 5 we muſt to duſt, let us expe miſery and death, and la;-| 


| 


| full, as whenit was finleſſe, O how greatly, would his fin have grawne | 


l 


LT 


to ſend theſe afflitionsonius; Let usnot' therefore Aartct our-{elves: 
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in vaitne conceits of living merrily, but let us prepare for affliti- 
ons,- which all muft in ſome degree meete withall in their ſeverall 
| callings. It was the voice of an Epicure in the rich man, thar ſaid, 
£4e.bibe, lude, 64te 4nd. drinke and take thine eaſe ; we ſhould ſay to our ſelves ra- 

Ce ther, ſinne hath made mee ſubje@ to divers crofſes, and I will la- 
bour to receive them patiently from Gods Almighty hand, if he 
thinke it fir to exerciſe me with them. | 

Eſpecially you that are Parents of children, looke for croſſes in 

your children ; thinke this boy may proove not an Abel, nota Scth, 
but a Ce, a wicked and a finfull Caine,a hater of goodnefſe, and 
fugitive from God. Let meetake heed therefore thar I docnot over- 
love him, that I doe not cocker him, and as it were marre and kill ' 
his ſoule by over-cheriſhing his body. If wee finde our ſelves apr 
to over-prize andover-love our children, wee muſt moderate thoſe 
paſſions by ſuch meditations, and if we finde our ſelves apt to over- 
1p for their death, wee muſt tell our ſelves, Ah might nottheir 
ives have prooved much more bitrerto mee then their death can; 
who would not rather bury a ſonne young then live to ſce him proove 
aCaiz, and who can'tell bur his ſonne for whoſe death hetakes on 
with ſo much exceffiveſorrow, may not fall our to be as wicked as 
Caine. If any ſay I hopenot ſo, I anſwer him, where be the grounds 
of his hope £-did not our firſt Parents hope as much thinke you 2 
Sure Evah giving Caine a name ſhewed that ſhee had good hopes of 
| him when he was borne, yea thoſe that have good and godly chil- 

dren muſt prepare to be croſſed in their afflitions. Haſt thou an 
 Abel,”a godly child, O make thine heart ready to heare that ſome 
| wicked hand hath knockt him on the head, perhaps his owne Bro- 
ther, that ſome violent death hath ſeized upon him and taken him 
|away before his time, and labour to be willing to yeeld to Gods 
hand if hewill fo crofſe thee, for why ſhouldſt notthou ftoope to 
bas heavie a burden as that which Adam and Eve did beare inthe 
beginning of the world. For the death of good children, yea 
their miſerable and untimely death, and for the wickedneſſe, yea 
the notoriousand unnaturall wickedneſſe of other children,let every 
man prepare himſelfe, by looking upon the example of Adam and 
Eve, that ſuffered theſe croſſes, yea let. every godly man learne to 
prepare for/ perſecution from all Caines, bur that wee ſhall treat on 
, when we come to © Mbels example. | 
K But Brethren we muſt not onely prepare for croſlcs of this kinde, 
| 


but we muſt alſo make a gooduſe of them when they come, thatis, 
wee muſt rurnethem into medicines as Phyſitions doe ſome poylons, 
cauſing the ſorrow which they will worke in usto become a medi- 
cine againſt ourſinnes of whichthey be the proper and naturall effects. 
When you meete with croſſes and calamities, ſay, now I ſee Gods 
Juſtice 'and Gods 'Truth,now I ſee the hatefullneſ and hurtfullneſſc 
of finne, and therefore:now I will mournenot becauſcI am croſled, | 
| but/becauſc Thave deſervedthis croſle, | anda worſetoo,and fo frame | 
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io confeſſe and bemoane the finne, and to ſupplicate for pardon 
|:nd helpe at the hand of God in the name of Chriſt, eſpecially 
looke to thoſe ſinnes to which your croſſes have ſome reference and 
reſpeR. Are you croſſed in your goods, thinke if you did not over- 
love them and get them unjuſtly, or if in your children, ſee if you 
did not over-love them and cocker them, and fo inall things of like 
inde. In what God ſmites you, ſee if you have not in that finned 
2g4inſt him, and ſo frame to lament your finnes and to ſeeke helpe 
2gainſt them. This will helpe to make your crofle cafe and quick- 
ly to remove it, this will cauſe that you ſhall be gainers evenby 
croſſes. When wee ſee the ill deſervings of finne and the perfeR 
righteouſneſſe, yea the goodneſle of God in calling thus to repen- 
tancez happy are they rhat be ſo afflicted and ſo taught in Gods 
' Wales. 


' And Brethren let mee yet make one uſe of © Adam and Eves 
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great fine, to warne you, that you take heed of preſuming of your 
| owne ſtrength, and of boaſting that you will never commit ſuch 
'and ſuch a ſinne, for it theſe two in their innocency could not 
eſcape when they neglected to ſuc to God for ſtrength,O how-much 
{more ſhall not we ſtand if we adventureto-bragg and boaſt, and pro-| 


' miſe much of our ſelves, but when finne begins to gather upon you; 


and Satan to tempr, then flie to prayers and to requeſts, and to the 


threats and Commandements, and apply thoſe threats, and pray 


| God to inable you to keep the Commandements, then ſhall you doe 
(ſo well as you can wiſh, 'elſe large promiſes will bring forth no- 
thing but ſorry performances. Thus fhould Eve have done, and 
[then ſhze ſhould have had her prayers granted, and (her' faith ſta- | 
(bliſhed, andeſcaped the fault. And as Ithinke the firſt of all the | | 
faults of Evah was, that ſhee was led away by the wary ſpecches of | Ev firltizule, 
the Serpent (by which he fought by ſtep and ſtep to deſcend to: 
this ſolicitation,) that then ſhe did nor revive inher mind the con- 
f1deration of Gods preſence, and of her dependance upon him, and 
of his readineſle to give her helpe on her ſeeking it, and of her ' 
 owne imbeciiliry as being a creature, to ſtand without continuall 
ſupport from him. Forfſure the Morrall Law lay upon Adam and. 
; Evah as well as upon us, and they ought thus to have behaved 
| themſelves in temptation ; here therefore I ſay was her firſt failing. 
For we muſt not thinke that there was no finne precedent to the 
 aQtuall cating of the forbidden fruit, yea her being enticed and 
drawne away to diſtruſt Gods Truth, to deny his threats, to affet 
knowledge againſt Gods allowance, and to be bold to finne, when 
ſize conceived that no danger would grow from it but much bene- 
\ fit : all theſe were faults and preparations to the great atuall fault, 
Indeed it is probable, that if ſhee had taken her ſelfe in theſe ſlips, 
. and ſet her {clfe and graces on worke to have refiſted them before 


they had come to ſuch an head, that then ſhee ſhould not have 


'beene corrupted by them, ſo as to fall into finfullnefle and mortality, 
becauſc 
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becauſe the Lord had limited the threat of death to aQuall cating: | 
but howſoever theſe things were faults in Zve, and now wee mult | 
' Tearne therefore not to preſume any thing of our ſclves, bur to 
' confeſle that if wee doe not ſceke ro God for his ſuſtentation and ! 
ſo obtaine rhe ſame from him, we ſhall ſurely be overcome ro com. 
mit any ſinnethough never {o grievous. | 
Bur againe, wee muſt be incouraged to repent of frne and to 
crave pardon of it, any greatnefle of it notwithſtanding, for even 
this finne of our firſt Parents is tro them pardoned. This firſt and 
grand finne, the ſinne of finnces,that did inwrap in ir all the blaſphe. 
mics and Idolarries, &c. of all after-rimes, and was as I may © 
ſpeake in power all finne, even this finne is forgiven; «dam which | 
caſt all into ſfinne, out of Paradiſe, and our of Heaven what in him | 
lay, even this cA4dam is 10 Heaven himtcite, yea Eve thar drew 
Adam to it, and per{waded her husband ro the committing of {6 
monſtrous a Treſpaſſe, to rhe poy{oning of him and all his; hee is 
pardoned, ſhee is in Heaven, As Ged {et forth the riches of his 
Mercy in pardoning ſo vile and capitall a finer as Paul was, thar 
in him he might ſhew an example of all long-ſuffering; fo hath he 
ſer forth the abundance of his Grace in Chriſt by remitting the | 
fault, and ſaving the ſoules of theſe and theſe ſinners, which did | 
not what they did in falſe zeale as Paul, but in wilfull nnbeleefe * 
and rebellion. Wherefore let no man doubt of obtaining pardon 
by the grace of God in Chriſt, becaule of the greatnefle of his fin. 
For if by the offence of one many be dead, much more ſhall the_ 
| grace of gift, and the zift by grace abound unto mercy and if in 
Adam all die, thatis, be made ſubje& ro death, fo iz Chriſt mich 
| more ſhall, all be made alive, if they truſt in him and turnc, if death 
 raigned by the firſ® Adam, much more ſhall 2race raizne by the | 
\ ſecond Adam; If, by one mans diſobedience many were mai: ſenxers, 
| much morc by one mans obedience ſhall many be made righteous. Ie is 
an extreame dil-valaing of Chriſts righteouſneffe, and under-ori- | 
[zing of Gods mercics in Chriſt, if any greatnefſe of fſinne hinder 
us from ſecking tro God for pardon and trufting to fide it. !f we 
ſhould be appointed to deſerve remiffion of our owne finncs every | 
man for himſelfe, then a man mighr hope to get out of litcle finnes | 
but not out of great, and fo greatnefle of finne might difhearten him: | 
bur ſeeing ir is Chriſt the Sonne of God as well as Man, that hath | 
ſatisfied ar once for the finnes of all, by being a Propiciation for the ! 
| finnes of the whole world, now it is too roo great a weakenele, 


' and too too palpable an ignorance of Chriſt and diſparagement to | 
( him, to doubt of pardon, becauſe of the greatnefle of finne, and | 
| that wee may aflure our ſelves, los Ada and Eve laved, 4cou- | 
| ple that ler in the floud-gates to all finne, and thar in committing fo | 
great a diſobedience, did commit ar once all the finnzs of all rhe: 
(won. There cannot be thought any offence grearcr, for therime, 


place, perſons finning, occafions of finning, helpes againſt ſinne, 
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Commandement tranſgreſled, no nor the matter of the finne nei- 
ther, For though the thing materially conſidered were but eatin 
an apple, a plum, or whatſoever fruit it might be, yetthar apple was 
2s it were a Sacrament, a viſible profeſſion of their care to forbeare 
all finne by forbearing it, and ſo the taking of that was a worſe 
finne then if it had beene very actuall adultery or murder, as if a 
man ſhould take the Sacramentall bread and give it to a dogg, or 
caſt it into the fire, or trample it under feer knowing it to be the 
Sacrament, ſure he wereas vile and farre more vile an offender, then 
if he ſhould lie in waite at his neighbours doore to defloure his wife,or 
to murder himſelfe or any of his houſchold. Now therefore take 
heart to runne to God penitently for pardon in Chriſt, and be ſure 
of ſucceſſe, And if greatneſſe and multitude of fin offer it ſelfe to 
diſcourage you and to dampe your hopes, referre your ſelves to 
Adam and Eve; and ſay, their one finne was more in badneſle then 
all my fſinnes, and yet they were pardoned upon their repentance, 
and ſo ſhall I, and then even violently breaking thorough all ob- 
jecions, give over thy ſclfe toſorowfull confeſſions and ſupplicati- 
ons and thou ſhalt be pardoned. | 

If any ſay my finne was worſe then 1dams, for I have finned 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; I anſwer, if thou haſt ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, repent and thou ſhale be pardoned, for the cauſe why 
that finne cannot be forgiven, is not want of mercy in God or 
merits in Chriſt, but ſuch abundance of hardnefle in them, that 
they will not ſecke to God for pardon or for grace to repent. 
Wherefore I ſay againe looke on thy firſt Parents, that how bad 
ſoever thou beeſt were cauſes of thy being ſo bad, and promiſe 
thy ſclfe pardon upon repentance, becauſe they are pardoned, and 
hope to be penitent if thou indeavour and ſecke it, becauſe they 
were helped which were as vile ſinners as thy felfe. 
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CP Ext after Adam and Evah, the Scriptures | 
-A propound unto us the Examples of Caize and; 
WY <A4-e, two ſonnes of thoſe Parents. Firſt, 

© wee muſt ſpeake of Caine, who being the 

& clder Brother was yet the worſer man, for 

AN. the Lord hath never accuſtomed to give his 

y graces according to the priviledges of age, | 

SD RD that the gift may appeareto be free and gra-, 

tuitous, nor at all deſerved by any ms 

' that the man may finde in himſfclfe, 

Now ſpeaking of Caize, we muſt handle his Birth and Life, for 

it hath not ſeemed good to God to tell us any thing of his death. 

| His Birth wee have, Gen.g.1. Adam knew Evah. hs wife and ſhee Caines Birth, 

| — and bare a ſonne, and called his name Caine, or' a poſſcſſi- | 

ſaying, TI have obtained a man of the Lord, or, as it may bc 
erinſlatel, 4 man the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her. conceit to be, 
that this ſonneof hers muſt bethat mar! who was alſo to be God, | 
that ſhould redeeme her ſelfe and all men from the miſchicfe which | 
the Serpent had brought uponthem, but ifſhee had any ſuch: hopes 
ſhee had much deceived her ſelfe, for God doth ſcldome _— 

C3: uch. 
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ſuch haſt in granting ſo great things immediately after the pro. 
miſe, he choeſeth rather to exerciſe the faith and patience of his 
people in waiting ſome good and large ſpace of time forthe perfor- 
mance of the promiſe. _ 

caines carriage] Now concerning this man we will note firſt his carriage and be- 
L0G, iour, then the things thar befell him. In his carriage ſome things 


— -" x er good, ſome things altogether evill. Thar - which | 


| 


C——— 


The commen-| is 80 that at his Fathers appointment and education he betook 


ne of hus! hi o a ncedfull trade of life, for ſo it is ſaid, Caime was 4 


tiller of the grownd,that is, he gave himſclfe to Husbandry. This cal. 
ling as it is very uſefull, for even the King is ſerved by the land thar 
is tilled, ſo jt is you ſee a very ancient calling, it is full of paines 
and full of profit, »wch increaſe (faith Salomon) doth come by the labour 
of the Oxe, but where no oxe us the crib s empty. You ſec it hath 
the precedencic of the Shepheard, for the elder ſonne was affigned 
to this trade as the moſt neceſlary, Wherefore mee thinkes they doe 
not ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame minde with Adam, that 
are ſtill ready to pull downe tillage and ſct up paſtorage, as I may 
| call it, Indeed paſtorage gives moſt private gaine to one or two 
men, and therefore they that are led more by felfe-love then b 
charity or the love of mankind, are more affefted to it; bur ſurcly 
Gods pleaſure was in making the World to make provifion for a 
multitude.to live in convenient abundance, rather then for a few to 
live in exceſſive riches. Howlſoever you ſee this is good in Cane,he 
imbraced acalling and lived painefully therein, for hee was tilli 
the ground, he did not alone take upon himthe name of a Husband- 
man, but did exerciſe himſelfe in the workes of that calling. 
| .. Was oue- | Secondly, Caine was religions too, atlcalt in reſpe@ of the outward 
wardly religis a&ts, for in proceſſe of time hee brought a gift to the Lord of the fruit of 
ov the ground, hee worſhipped God by offering ſomething to him of 
that which by his goodncſle and blefling the earth did bring forth 
unto him. The Lord will be ſerved even with our coſts, with 
gifts, with rendring him backe againe ſomething of that which him- 
ſelfe hath given us. He commanded 1/74e4 not to appeare before 
him empric, but,to bring free-will-offcrings and heave offerings of 
their hands. God loves not an-empty worſhipper, heis liberall to 
us, he would have us alſo liberall ro him, weereceive much from 
-him, he lookes to receive ſamething of us, that ſo we may actually 
acknowledge him to be the giver of all. He is not contented that 
| the mouth worſhip him in prayers and praiſes, nor the care inhea- 
ring and attending to him, nor the body in bowing ir ſelfe ro him, 
nor the hands in lifting up themſelves, but hewill be honoured with 
our goods, as Salomon faith, Prov.z.g. cven with our ſubſtance, For 
hhe hath not now commanded any thing to be burne upon 
the Altar, having aboliſhed all: Sacrifices by ſending his Sonne, to 
offer up: himſelfe in Sacrifice for our finnes, that he might take away 
ourſinnes by that one offering once for all ; yet now he hath prom. 
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much in the manner of doing it. Therefore the Lord faith, Eſay 58. 
12, in commendarion of his people and inway of promifing a great 
benefit and honour. There ſhall be of thee that ſhall build the old waſte 
places. Thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundations of many gererations, and 
thou ſhalt be called the Reparrer of the breach, the reftorer of paths to 
dwell in. Surely, it to build old wiſts and repaire decaied places 
that they may ſtand to matiy generations be apraiſe, as you heare 
from the Prophet, then to build new that were not built be-; 
fore, that alſo is a gocd thing and laudable?f. This therefore muſt 
be noted as agood thing in Cajze, that hee gave himſelfe to build 
a Ci'y. | 

Laſtly, thatis good in him, that he was the husband of one wife 
and did content himſelfe with the firit inſtitution of marriage, not 
corrupting it with taking vatitety of women to one and the ſame 
man at the ſame time, as God had made but one Eve for Adam. 
and ſaid,a man ſhall cleave to his wife, not to his wives,and they ſhall be 
one fleſh, meaning, they two, not threeor foure, Some are of opi- 
nion that in the beginning Evah at every burden bare twinnes, and 
ſo there came into the world together a man and a woman, whether 
this was ſo or not I cannot affirme, but ir may ſeeme probable, 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt makes not much mention of the bringing 
forth of any woman before the flood, therefore it may bethought 
that their birth is comprehended in the narration of the birth of the 
more worthy Sexe, and that together. with man rhey were concet 
| ved and- and bornez bur whatſoever became of this conceir, it is 
| evident Caize had but one wife, and that is commendable in him. 
| And this is all that I can picke our of the Story thar is good in this 
| bad man, tor even in a bad manalſo may be found many things that 
forthe matter of them are verv good. | 
' I proceed now to ſet forth the evill of Caize,who was an unſan- 
Qtifted man, as witneſſetly S.7ohn, 1 Fpiſt.t. 3. He was of that cvill 
one, that is the Divel!, a child of Satan hee was notwithſtanding 


i 


Fol that good that he did. A man unſanQtified therefore may be 
painefull inhis-calling ; a man unſanRified may worſhip God and 
bring him gifts;- a man unſanRtified 'may. build Cities z a man un- 
| C-3 ſancti- 
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1.In generall, 
He vvas a 
wicked man, 
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ſanRified may live honeſtly with his wife. Neither muſt any man 
conceit himſclfe a childe of God becauſe hee can truly afftirme of 


Caines faults in| 
particular, 
i. He wasan 


Hypocrite, 


What an Hy. 
pocrite 1s, 


himſelfe that he doth theſe and many other good and commendable 
things. This is no more then may be found in a Caine who was of 
that evill ons. 

Bur let us looke into his vices and faults. The firſt and worſt 
fault is, he was an Hypocrite, one in whom hypocrifie ruled, for 
had henot beene ſuch a one, the Lord would not have forborne to 
ſhew the ſame reſpe&t to him and to his gift that hee ſhewed 
to his Brother Abel and his gift. God is not an accepterof per- 
ſons, he doth not regard one fincere man and negle& «nother that 
hath the ſame ſincerity, but hee heares all that call upon himin truth, 
as ſaith the Pſalmiſt: and — nation thoſe that feare him and 
worke righteouſneſſe are acceptable to hm,ſecing then God did not teſtific 
of his gifts, they were but the gifts of an hypocrite. For an hypo- 
crite is hee which contenteth himſelfe with a forme of religion, in 
performing the exrernall a&sof it and is not ſanRificd by it, hath not 
the dominion of finne broken, hath not the image of God renewed 
in him, hath not the divine nature beſtowed upon him, nor cares 
nor ſeekes to have it, but contents and fatisfieth himſelfe in theſe 
externall devotions, Whoſocver is carcfull ro come to Gods Or- 
dinances, to pray, heare, reade, receive the Sacraments, and the 
like as of religion, and doth ſo careleſly, overly, and negligently 
performe them, as not in them to ſecke and attaine true ſanQi 
and recovering out of the ſnare of the Divell and power of finne, 
(for theſe effefts of true religion are not denied to any in and by 
thoſe ordinances butto thoſe which negle to ſerve for them in and 
by theſe Ordinances) heis avery Caize,thar is, an Hypocrite. Hypo- 
criſie is a fearefull ſin, and this was Caires firſt and worſt fin, that he was 
an Hypoctite, he performed indeed the outward work of religion, but 
performed it not out of faith and with a defire therby ro dotrue honour 
to God, and to give himſelfe unto God, and to get grace from Godto 
make him his, but barely out of cuſtome or reſpe& to his Fathers au- 
thority who had ſo trained him up, or out of a kinde of imperfe& 
naturall devotion, that he might ſeeme to himſelfe good,and nouriſh 
in himſclfe | hopes of eſcaping Hell and getting Heaven : 


...... meere outſide 


Notwithſtanding his taking leave to himſelfe ro commit other ſins 
which liked him, or ſuch other like corrupt and mcere ſelfe re- 
ſpecing ends,as credit with his Father and Mother and the reſt of 
his Brethren and Siſters z the Lord that ſaw deepely into Canes 
heart and found it fild with guile, tharit did not draw neere to him 
when his body did, would at firſt make it appeare, that it was not 
poſſible to deceive him by diſguiſes, and therefore by not ſhewi 
any note of reſpe&t, did plainely diſcover his utter diſlike of ſuc 
Gevice as hee hath alſo done at other times, ſaying, 
that thoſe which draw zeere to him with their lips and have their hearts 


farre from him, doe wor ſhip him in vaine, and that if any man ſeeme 
| f 
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to be religious alone, his religion « in vaine, and that bee is not a Tew | 
which tis one outwardly, | 
The ſecond ſinne of Caine followes, that when he perceived that | >. Was vexed | 
God had not reſpett to him and. his ſacrifice, hee was wrath and bis coun- \ ens Pant 
tenance fell, he had a furious inſide and a dogged outſide, whereas 
hee ſhould have looked into the cauſe, he onely chafed at the thing. 
| This is a fearefull finne, when aman is puniſhed, to be vexcd at the 
| puniſhment, and not take care to ſec and reforme the finne which | 
cauſeth the puniſhment. This is to accuſe God as the Author of { 
| the evill, and not himſelfe, and ſo to juſtifie himſelfe above God; 
this is ro ſhew apredominancy of pride and blindnefle, that out of an 
high opinion of himſelfe hath his minde mufled as ie were from 
ſeeing his owne faults, it is to ſhew that he ſerveth thar ſinne which | 
vunthment cannot make him humbly to confeſſe; and this wrarh | 
and falne countenance was procured throughenvie againſt his Bro- | 
ther; for he did not onely vexe himſelfe becauſe his one Sacrifice | 
found no approbation, but alſo hated his Brother, becauſe his was 
accepted, as appeares, becauſe God in reprooving his ſullen and | 
dogged lookes, doth tell him inſtantly, that wnto ghee ſhall be bu de. | 
fire, that is, I know Caine what aileth thee, thou art wrath againſt thy 
Brother, and hateſt him, becauſe he is more regarded by mee then 
thy ſclfe, but know that I intend not to take away the ſuperiority 
which thine age gives thee, he ſhall be thine inferiour in reſpeR of 
overnement, though he be better then thy ſelfe in vertues. Thou \.- 
t be the ruler of the Family after Adam and not hee, For at |. 
that time the governement of the world was onely domeſticall,and Cady» 
the elder Brother was the chiefe Magiſtrate under and after the Fa. | World dome- 
ther. So envie ruled in Caine, diſcontent feſtred to an hatred of his | ***1 
Brother, becauſe hethought his Brother had more reſpeR then him- 
ſelfe, and ſo that his Brother hindred him from being accepted. 
This envie is much condemned. Ir is faid, Envie not ſinners, much 
leſſe the righteous, and S.Paul ſaith, Let us not be coverous of waine-glo. 
ry, provoking one another, envying one another, noting vaine-glory to 
be the roote on the which envie growes; and Salomon ſaith, Who 
can ſtand azainſt envie, noting it to be one of the moſt unreaſona- 
| ble faults that is, as hating a man becauſe hee is not as miſerable as 
| himſelfe, or at leaſt becauſe he is more happie than himſelfe. This 
| is aſecond fault of Caine. 
A thirdis, that when God himſelfe did gently and duely adme- | ;. pid nor 
niſh him of his fault, and ſought to aſlwage his hatred and his wrath, | mend hisfaul 
yet he did ors), ba all reforme it, but rather grew worſe, ſhewing though he = 
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Envie a great 
evill, 


Gal, 5 26, 


that envie carried him away ſtill, and hee did nouriſh and foſter, not Ste by Go 


oppoſe and refilt it, For God came and ſhewed him good reaſon, | bimilte. 
bothrhat hee ſhould not beangry at his not beingaccepted, andalfo 

that he ſhould not have a ka againſt his Brother becauſe he was 
accepted, for if thou doe well, faith the Lord, ſhalt thou not be accepted, 

yas is, not thy Brother is an impedimentto any reſpecting ofthy _ | | 
- 0] : C 4 an 1 
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4. Muatthered 


- his Brother, 


ccrtaine, 


? 5 Did Not res 


Pp nt of his 


Lo 


| murder, 


muſt not I regardthy ſervice, for Itell thee, my pure nature is ſuch, | 
thatif men be of finfull lives and wicked, their prayers and oblaci- 
| ons are ſo farre from pleaſing me, that they be abomination ro me: 
therefore doe I not care for thee nor thy religion, ſo long as chon 
continueſt impenitent, and a wicked liver, burtit thou frame thy ſclfe 
to doe well, to repent and amend thy life, and live holily, then al-| 
ſo ſhalt thoube accepted, as if hee had told him, that hee ought to 
amend his life,and might {o {ct himſelf abour ic,as to obtaine help and 
owerto do it. For even toany reprobate may any man ſay as much as 
Godto Caine here,there is no neceflity of thy being caſt off by God,ſet to 
amend thy life,and he will take thee into favour,and then fhould he alſo | 
be taken into favour,and his gifts regarded. For though the Sacrifice of 
ſinners be odious to God,yet the prayer of the upright is his dclight.So 
no cauſe of Caines wrath and envie,{eeing the cauſe of his Brothers be- 
ing preferred before him is his owne naughtineſle, not any partiality 
in God nor trickes that his Brother had uſed. Againe, there is no 
cauſe he ſhould hate his Brother, who ſhould (till continue an infe- 


Zthen himſelfe. Note this fault, he would not be amended by words, 


But with what, . 
weapon is un-, MOTE) and there he knocks him on the head (with what weapon tt 


riour in ſubjeionto him. All this notwithſtanding uttered by God, 
 himſelfe, yet Caine continued his ſower lookes and bitter rhoughts | 
a__ his Brother, onely becauſe his Brother was better than him- 

fe, and had received more approbarion and acceptation from God 


he hardned himſelfe againſt an admonition. 

_ A fourth and a worſe fault was, he ſpake to his Brother and gat 
him into the field out of company (for no doubr there were more 
men and women in the world though wee doe not reade of any 
is folly for us to enquire) but ſure his tooles of husbandry ycelded 
him fitter helpetro doe it then the jaw-bone of an Afle, which ſome 
| will needs thinke to have beene uſed. So hisenvie and hatred boy- 
' led ſolong, and prevailed ſo much in him, that it makes him dip 
his finger in blood and inthe blood of his own Brother; notwith- 
ſtanding the greatneſle of the finne in it ſelfe and great torment that 
| would enſue thence unto his Parents. Moreover, Murder that is 
| Caines finne, and with this finne of murder is joyned fraud and 

gnile, and fearing man more then God : for he ſpaketo him and gat 

him out, 'and thenroſe up againſt him, when they were together 
| alonein the field, fo it was a pretended and premeditated murder, 
-heuſed/ words of kindnefle, at leaſt which did not ſhew forth any 
| {HLintention, for then would not Abe! have gone with him, and 
| having him in aſolitary place where no man could ſec him to diſco- | 
| vet-or hinder him;: there not regarding Gods preſence, hee tooke 
0g his life and ſpilt his blood on the ground. You ſee Caires fourth 


I The fifth was he did not repent of the finne when hee had 9 
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ic, nor of himſclfe ranneto God with humble confeſſion, nay when 
God cameto bring him to repentance, then hee ſtood in deniall of 
his fault, and was angry with God for going about to charge him ' 
with his Brother ; for when the Lord came and asked him where his \ 
Brother was,he made anſwer that he could not tell, lyingto God him- | 
|ſclfe you ſee, and ſhewing himſelfe to be altogether ignorant, or ar 
leaſt heedleſſe of his All-ſeeing eye, and in akind of diſcontent as- 


king the Lord, why he ſhould aske of him, where Abel was,ſfecing | 


—_—S— — OS 


no man had ever appointed him to be Abels keeper, 


Herc is a fearetull finne not to confeſle a finne committed, but to : 
lie and fecke if he could to hide it from God by deniall. So that 
Caine was growne worſe then Adam, he onely excuſed the fault, he | 
denics, ſaying, he could not tell what was become of him whom. 
himſelfe had murdered, ſodenying in his heart that God was pre- 
ſentin all places and ſaw all things. So his heart was hardned in 
wickedneſſe, and he was growne a deſpifer of God, a denier ot his 
Omniſcience, and he had made himſelfe quite impenitent, | 
Impenitencicin his finnes, that was another of Cazyes faults, Inſtead 
of falling downe and ſaying, I have ſinned, he faith, I have not done | 
ir, thou doſt unjuſtly in asking me ſuch a queſtion, like the Phariſces, 
that afterthey had killed Chriſt, were ſo farre from repencing, that 
they ſeemed to take it in high diſdaine, that the Apoſtles would ſeeme 
to bring that mans bloud upon them. Marke this finne, I ſay marke 
it, he hides his finne, denies it, will not goe to God with humble | 
confeſſions and ſupplications. This is to be a Caire, tocommit great | 
finnes, and continue remorſelefle and unrepentant, not regarding to | 
| confeſſe no not to God himſelfe, though God uſe meanes co make him 
ſee and confeſſe. | 
Now another fault is, that after God had cenſured him for his | 5Fe muttered 
offence, he grumbled and deſpaired, for his ſpeeches carry an im- | ** 
preſſion of both theſe vices, and are uttered, ſo tharthey will beare 
both renderings, My ſinne © greater then can be pardonad, or, My pu- 
| niſhwment is er eater then I can beare, So Caine was polleſled with a 
| mixture of deſperatencſle and murmuring, he denies God the honour 
| of his mercy in not conceiving himable to forgive that ſin,therforc he 
thought itin vaine to confeſle and aske pardon and fo forbare to doe 
| it, and hethought the puniſhmentunjuſt and too ſevere, as being more 
then hee could beare, as if God in puniſhing an unpenitent finner 
| ſhould looke not what the ſinne did deſerve, but what the ſinner | 
{ could undergoc. Whereas puniſhment muſt be proportioned to the 
(greatneſſe of the faule,not the ſtrength of the offendor. He ſhould have 
[cryed out of the greatneſle of the finne,not of the puniſhment, hee 


ſhould have confeſſed the greatnefſe of Gods mercy, but he mutters 
againſt him as both unjuſt and unmercifull, and ſo repents not bur re- 
pines, complaining that God had laide him open to all mens injuries 
now, ſothat every one might kill him. Thisis a Caine, a man ſo hard- 
[ned with finne that hecan ncither ſubmit to Gods juſtice nor implore | 
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| his mercy, but denies the one, and calumaniates the other, and fo 

 perſiits impenitently. | 

7. Perfits im; For that isthe Jaſt of all his ſinnes, he goes away quite from God | 

penny "2 | and his Father, ceaſerh ro continue a member of that family, and | 

| of that Church,gives over all outward ſhewes of religion, turnes | 

| meere worldly and carthly, and ſeckes tocafſe the ſmart of his con- | 

ſcience by building and buſling in the world, declaring a piece of 

| vaine glory too, by calling his City after the name of his firſt- 
borne, as it were boaſting of it, that hee ſhould have his ſonne the 

Lord of a City of his owne name, Henoch of Henoch. A tearctull 
offence to perſiſt ſtill in impenitencic, to caſt of all ſhew of religion, 
to excommunicate himſeife out of the Church, and burie himſelte 

in vanity and worldlinefle, foto ſtifle his owne conſcience and dea- 

den his owne heatt more and more. | 

 3-His proſpe- | Now I have done with Caznes carriage, good and bad, I come! 

nity and adver-| tg the things that befell him,good and bad. 1: 255 

ity, , l | 

| r.His benefits] Firſt good, you ſee God gave him a ſonne and ſonnes ſonne, and. 

| had poſterity | Continued his lite along time to give him ſpace of repentance, and ſet 

| 3nd Bvyed2 | a mark upon him to ſave him from the violence of all men,rhreatening | 

long life,and , « . . | 

| was preſeryed | fo puniſh him ſeven-fold, that is, ſeven times as much as he had hurt ; 

from the yio« | Caine if any ſhould kill him. Seeing it pleaſed not God to tell us 

_ of all | what this marke was with which hee noted this prime murtherer ; | 

| it is fondnefle in us to weary our ſelves with conjectures; ſome think 

it was viſible to all men, but what I know not, nor Iam ſure can any 

man elſe tell, bur ir was the goodnefle of God to ſecure him of life 

| who had deſerved death, for the Law of putting the murderer to 

| death was notyet, and God wovld not pur Adam to fo hard ataske 

as killing his owne ſonne, but would ſhew himſelfe tro be above 

Law, in forbearing to doe that which he will not ſuffer a Magiſtrate 

to forbeare, even vinting to death of a wilfull murderer ; yea, it was 

the great goodnefle of God to give him health and many children,and 

childrens children, and to grant him riches and proſperity -in the 

| world abundantly if it had beene poſſible ro have drawne him to 

Lo Gel whnchs repentance, yea it was agreat benefit that God came gently to ad-| 

"Pcancsro  MONiſh himof his inward malice, if itmight have beene to have hin- | 

| keepe him dred the breaking of it out into murder,and after it was done to come | 

from finan® | againewith this gentle ſecond admonition, if it had beene pofſible 
our ofnne. tO have melted him and have drawne him ro ſubmiſſive humiliation. 

So God vouchſated him meancs to keepe him from finne and ro draw : 

| him out of finne, and time long enough to make uſe of thoſe meanes, 

; and many benefits to allure him to make uſe of them, thus good is : 
| Godeven to finners,and impenitenr ſinners,to offer them meanes of re. ' 

| pentance and acceptation upon their repentance, and vouchſafe them | 

| ſtore of good things for along time, notwithſtanding their obſtinare- 

neſle in refuſing to repent. h 
| 2. His croſſes, Mow laſtly, let us conſider Gods puniſhments, viz. the evill things | 
| | he met withall. 
vl 62: 
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The firſt is ſenrencing him for his favlt, and laying open the 
greatnefſe of it in ſaying, What hait thou done, thy Brothers blood 
cryeth to mee from the earth which hath drunk it in at thine hand. | 

Secondly, hee curſerh him from the earth, that is, in reſpe& of 
the carth which ſhall not be halfe ſo-fruitfull ro him as before, nor 
|yecld its increaſe as it had done, for he doth not meane ſimply it ſhall 
yeeld'no fruit, bur nothing ſomuch nor ſo cafily. 

Laſtly, thou ſhalt be a fugitive, a runnagate, thatis, a man full of 
unquictneſſe and rerrours, that canſt have no reſt nor peace in thine- 
heart, nor any content any where ; yea, itfignificth a giving him over 
rocaſt off all goodneſle, and leave himto himſclfe to forſake his Fa- | 
thers houſe, and ſo alclling him over to profancnefle and utter impe- | 
| niteNcCyY. | 

Thus we have done with Caines life, and for his death the Scrip-/ 
ture vouchſafcs not romention it, nor how long he lived, but heli. 
ved along timeeyento ſec the ſonnes of Lawmech, who was the ſmxt/ 
eration from him, ard vaunted that it God would ſo-avenge Caine, | 


that Carre was then alive. 


make ſome uſc of all. 
Firſt, from that that was good in Caize, I pray you learne atleaſt 


—— 


to-follow ſome calling and employment. Live not like thoſe play- 

full creatures, imperfe& piRures of men, but of ſuch men the firreſt 

emblemes, like apes and monkeys oncly to skipup and downe and': 
to. make ſport, bur live to beſtow your ſelves in ſome profitable vo- 

| Cation for your owne andthe common-good. | 

If any ſay Caine was neceſſitated to ir, becauſe there were no other 


i. 


| [1 anſwer, firſt, Tdefire you ſhou 
and doe good out of choice, which perhaps he mighr doe out of 
neceſſity, 

- Secondly, I anſwer, thatthough you be nor neceſſitated toanycal- 
(ling by want, yet wiſdome and a good conſcience binde you, for muſt 
| you nor ſubmit to thar of God, 7n the ſweats of thy- browes ſlials thou 


_— 


| that' of Pawl,which condemnes the inordinate walkers which wrought 
| not atall, and is it not wifdome to forbeare walking on a thorne 

hedge, which Salome ſaith the idle man doth * and to » or 
"_y occaſions, as the having no calling, and being carclefſe = 


ro ITS 


to. till the ground for them he oy Adams firſt-borne. ale 
ldlive ſomewharbetter then Caine. 


eate,and'to that ofthe Pſalmiſt, he ſhall cate the labour of his hands, andto © 


23 2 


1, God agera | 


vatcs his faulr 


and lenrenceth! 


him for ir. 


earth to him, 


3. He was full 
of terrour, 


Caines death 


e would be avenged more, by which ſpecch ir is very probable | 


| 
So we have ſpoken all we have to: ſpeake of Ca/#e. Now I'will' 


The uſe of all, 


to be as good as ſo bad aman was, and therefore may ſure be artair | 
ned by naturall indeayours. You ſee' Caine did not\give himſelfe | 
to: runne idling about the world, bur ſubmitted to -his Fathers go- | 
vernment, fo farre as to give himſclfe to Husbandry. O ler no: man! 
turne himſelfe into acipher, nay into-an cxcremens that lives in the" 
world to no purpoſe, yea tobad'purpoſe ; for hee: ſhall not bur doe'! 
naughtily that will doe nothing, ſeryour ſelves therefore to have atid! 


' 


| 


- 


| 


| 2. Curſeth the} 


| not mentioned] 
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will ſurely bring. I ſay againe then, beas good as Caine, haye ahd | 
follow ſome calling. 

Againe, looke that there be ſome at leaſt outſide of religion in 
you, worſhip God and be not ſo much lovers of money as not to 
give him ſomething, even to beat coſt for his worſhip, in ſuch kind 
as coſt is now needfull, as they were to performe a — then re- 
quired the coſt notwithſtanding. Be not profane ro negle& Gods 
Worſhip outof {leighting it, be not niggards to put of God withas 
little as you can;but give him of the fruits of your ground; and now 
know that that is given to God which is given to the maintenance 
of his Miniſters which performe his Worfhip, and other inſtruments 
neceſſary to the performance of it, as a fit place and thelike: O beas 
good as a Caine, nay willing to be at coſt in Gods Worſhip and 
for it. 

Alſo ſatisfie your ſelves with one wife, for Caze did ſo, he knew 
his wife, wives he had nor. 

Yea, be builders up of your families by thrift and husbandry,for ſo 
could Caine, not pullers of them downe by riot and unthriftineſſe: ſayto | 
thyſelfe, How ſhall this firſt of all bad men rife up in judgement | 
againſt mee, if I cannot frame my ſelfe at leaſt to be as good as 
hewas? A man ſhould even bluſh to thinke whatiis the eldeſt ſonne 
om Divyell' more vertuous then I am, O how bad a man am I 
tnEN. | 

Secondly, we muſt make ſome good uſe of that was bad in Caize, | 
which is double. Firſt, to take grear heed to our ſelves to morti- 
fie thoſe vices, and ſhun thoſe finnes which we finde related of him, 
Caine was avery Hypocrite, a man that contented himſelfe with the 
outward as of Gods Worſhip, but was not SanQtified, did not 
frame his heart to pleaſe God and ſet himſelfe ro doe well. O take 
heed to your ſelyes that you be not ſuch, but labour to preſent your | 
heartsto God, and in all his ſervices to offer your ſoules and bo- 
| dies to him, and- not alone the externall ſervice, ſecke in and by the 
' duties of religion to be made new creatures. Joyne care of a good : 
[life in your whole converſation with your outward devotion, then | 
you ſhall not be Hypocrites, but uprright. Beware of Hypocriſte, find | 

out it ſelfe and its ill effects, lament them, confcſſe them, pray a- 

gainſt-them. Be afraid leaſt you ſhould prove Hypocrites, cry to 

| God to keepe you from being ſuch, and to make you fincere. 

| Hypocrite is apt to runne into all finne, nothing is accepted from 

 him;he is apt to fall away into open profaneneſle, andto be quite caſt 

| of by. God for his ſins. 2 
The ſignesof | And. you may ſce.in Caine what be the fignes of an Hypocrite. | 
an Hypocrice.' 1 Enyic'atthole*that be better then himſelfe, andeven hating them 
becauſe they have berter eſteeme then himſclfe. 2. Not 'ſtrivingto | 
reforme his ſinnes|when hee is admoniſhed, nor confefſe them to 
God, and craving helpe againſtthem, bur rather perſiſting in them. 
and denying them, '3.' Chafing at admonitions. 4. Caſting of ar uy 
Lt | all } 


| 


þ. 
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(ame. 


all care of religion. 5. Murmuring againſt God for the greatneſle; of | 
his puniſhment and ſo deſpairing of his mercy as-to run away from 
him. O beware of all theſe fignes of prevailing Hypocriſie, and do 
as Caine ſhould have don. Strive againſt guile, ſet againſt envie, la- 
bourto profi: by Gods admonitions in his Word, though hee come 
not now in perſon to admoniſhyou. If you have ſinned confeſle it to 
God, ſtoope to his Juſtice, confeſle him righteous if he deſtroy you. 
Hold faſt a perſwaſton ofthe poſſibility of having your ſins pardoned 
how great foever, and a hope of finding pardon at leaſt in ſuch a 
degree as may make you runne penitently ro God and boldly to 
crave pardon. And moſt of all, take heed of growing utterly impe- 
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{world and fo toeafe the torments of your conſciences, bur by hum. 


nient out of.deſpaire, and goe not about to burie your ſelves inthe 


ble falling downe before God, ſecke for mercy which will indeed 
refreſh you. Proficyour ſelves by the lamentable and tragicall ſtory 
of Caine, And above all, take heed of letting envie proceed ro that 
height as to carrie you into aftuall murder, but refift and-oppale it, 
and caſt ir out of your hearts, that it may not bring youto be ſpillers 
of innocent blood, that is a crying finne, and you ſee what torinerit 
and hardneſle it is apt to bring upon the commirter,” chietely-if the 
cauſe of hatred andenvie be goodnefſle. 69 1]! 23:5 14107 

Againe, bleſſe God: heartily for preſerving you from envie, from 
murder, from hypocrifie, from muttering, trom deſpaire, from.openi 
profancnefle, from meereand prevailing worldlinefſe;; For wee./have 
the ſame nature that Caine, the ſame corruptions,full' of pride, fullof 
hypocrifie, fall of ignorance .of God, and apr to; be bold-to: any 
evill if wee may conceale it from men, Wee who. have the ſee: | 
ſame bad nature, if God have preſerved us from fo mighty preyai- | 
ling and breaking forth of corruption, let us not hfrt up our ſelves 
above others, but give the glory to-God, and be ſatish-d withthe 
comfort, not daring to take the praiſe: unto our ſelves, cach one. of 
us in his kinde would be as'bad as Caine, if God hadinlikeman= 
ner lefr us unto our corruptions and the temptations. O that wee 
could be humbly thankefull for our preſervation-from fuch- foule 
finnes and crimes. zo e91Þ 

Now let us remember Caizes miſeries and croſſes, and: ler-us | 
affright our ſelves from finnes by them. *' Thinke, would:T have 


25 


God make mee afugitive and a runnagate, fill mine cares withthe 
alwales, curſe the things I take'in hand for my ſake, as conhary 
the earth for Caizes ſake, deliver mee up to grofle finncs, to 
hardnefle and utter prophanenefle, to impenitencie' and deſpaire, 
and a meere forſaking/of God and Apoſtacie;: then let mee 'not hc 
an Hypocrite, let mee not mocke God with ſhewes, let mee not 
ſleight'reproofes not caring to'amend. Let me net hide my'finnes 
and allow my ſelfe to'doe evill in ſecret, fearing mans eyes'more 


then” Gods, ' Let mee not mutter [againſt his Juſtice, let mee not 
D _denic 


voice of terrour, and make a dreadfull ſound poſſefſe mine- heart 


w— "—_ —_ 
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denie his Mercy. Let mee not runne into the ſinnes of Caine, 
which by degrees procured to him this miſchiete. Hy pocriſie 
brought forth rejefting his ſervice, not profiting by that chaſtiſe. 
"ment brought forth diſcontent and envie againſt his Brother, not 
| hearkening to reproofe to reſiſt enyie, brought forth murder, not 
confefſing and lamenting that, but hiding it, brought forth Gods 
judgement to make him a fugitive, not ſtooping to'that, but mur. 
muring, brought forth deſpaire, and that utter Apoſtacie and pro- 
faneneſſe. Beware of theſe finnes which you ſee ſo fearefully 
niſhed, and affright your ſelves from theſe faults by the miſerable 
effects of them in Caive. Take great care that finne make not ſuch 
a gas in your ſoules, till it utterly ſeparate you from God, as 
it did Caire, Wee have more and clearer meanes then Carre , 
beſides his cvill ro be our warning ; if wee proove as bad as he, 
| wee ſhall fare nauch worſe, becauſe of that aggravation of finne | 
| which it will receive from this conſideration. Tremble to thinke 
of yeelding ro Hypocrific, envie, murder, muttering, deſpaire, 
&c. flic from thoſe waics which brought Caine ro ruine, Yealcarne 
thankefullnefſe ro God, that hee hath not laid ſuch miſcries upon 
you as 'upon Caize, viz. a terrified conſcience and a curſe upon 
your cſtates that can affoord you no comfort, and an heart poſſcfſed 
with cn__— fancies and impatient rifings againſt God. Theſe 
be fearcfull evills, wee alſo have deſerved rhem, but God hath not 
inflicted them upon many of us. O let our hearts rcjoyce in his 
goodnefle rhat hath delivered us, and let us make uſe of his paticnce 
to draw us to repentance, that wee doe not p'ill the ſame upon our 
ſclves hercafter. : 

| Laftly, from Caines benefits, T pray you learne to ſee the bounty 
of God which gives great outward benefits tothe worſt men, there- 
by aſſuring your ſelves that hee will provide well enough for you 
that are his owne people. Will be preſerve Caine from being flaine 
|and not mee that defire to feare him 2 Did he offer mercy to Caine 
if hee would doe well, will hee not accept mee that defire to 'doe 
well and to turne to him 2 Did hee give Caxe a City and chil- 
dren, will hee not give to mee things needfull for mee and mine 2 
Gods mercy to the worſt muſt make his people certaine, that no 
good thing ſhall be wanting to them. 

Againe, you muft learne not highly to eſteeme theſe earthly 
things. Did not Cave even after his curſing and caſting off yet 
flounth in worldly things, beget children, build a City, ſee his chil- 
drens children gallantly maintained in the world, growing in arts 
and riches? Surely there is no cauſe of being good in our owne 

becauſe 'wee have gotten that which a Caive may get, Wee 
muſt not be ſo fooliſh as to flatter our ſelves in a conceit that God 
5 our God, becauſe wee meere with ſuch droffic benefits and 
meane favours as a very reprobate, and a fugitive may have in 
abundance. Indeed if God give theſe things with an heart to 


make 
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make uſe of them, to doe good to others, to be thankefull ro God, 
to be mooved to repentance, and to grow better, and be drawne 
neerer to God, and more carefull of obeying and worſhi ping him, 
this is a ſigne of his ſpeciall favour, otherwiſe ro have ſuch things 
[as theſe and till continue in impenitencie and to grow worſe by 
them rather then betrer, is a proofe that a man is fatted ro 
deſtruction ,, rather then God the piver of theſe 
things doth favour him. 
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Abel what it 
Ggmbieth, 


| 


was utterly diſappointed and after a long inquiſition met with nothing 
but vexation of bh 


His Birth is plainely ſer downe by rhe authors of Rt, Eve and | His Birth. 


othow long they lived without children, whether ſhee bc- 
x fruitfull inſtantly upon the fall, or thar God held chem a | 
little under barrenneſſe, to makerhem beget a child by their prayers | 
to God for that bleſſing, as well as by the faculty of generation | |: 
planted in nature, I cannot affirme: but ſuch a ſonne ſhee had. Con- 
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| cerning whoſe life obſerve wee, 1. His virtues and good deeds, 
| 2, Hisfaulrs, 3. His bencefirs and afflitions. 
ppm His good deeds are here ſet downe, he was painefull in the cal- 
full in tis cal. ling of a Shepheard, for fo it is ſaid, Hre ws feeding 4 flockeL, 
ling, micaning not alone that hee had undertaken this vocation, but that 
he did alſo painefully diſcharge it. The Shepheards calling is now 
a neceſſary calling as well asthe Husbandmans, though not equally 
neceſſary : but wee finde in experience, that it is a calling ſubordi- 
nate to Husbgndrie, for that the rn ſheepe is not alone be- 
neficiall for her fleſh and $skinne, but alſo for her ſoyle, and that in 
ſuch degree profitable, as in many places they could ſcarce have 
any corne growing by their art and paines in Husbandry, if the 
ſheepes dung did nor fat the ground. And this is Iconceive one of 
the beſt uſes of the ſheep when ſhe becomes attendant tothe place.O 
that this ſimple and harmelefle creature mightnot be changed into a 
moſt ravenous and devouring ereature, thorough the rapine and ava- 
rice of thoſe men which thinke all too -little for themſelves, and 
had rather dwell alone or amongſt beaſts then amongſt anumber of 
Tenants, and as the members, of a Towne-ſhip or a Church. Now 
the world is turned quite upſjde downe, in this time Carne killed 
Abel, ſpake tohim, and having him in the field roſe up againſt 
him and flew him;butnow Abel killeth Caine,ſpeaksto him roughly or 
| fairely, I cannot tell, bur drives him quite out of the-places where 
"ihe did once inhabit. I meane the Shepheard doth cate out che Hus- 
A bandman. Bur you ſce that as well be} as Caine was 'painefall 
in his calling, and was brought up in ſome externalt\and worldly 
buſineſſe, wherein he might ſcrve God, advantage the world, and 
exerciſe and profit himſelfe. | 
Surely true piety and godlinefſe will very well accord with dili- 
gence in a calling, andir is but mens miſtake ifthey thinkethat their | 
vocations hinder them from the rrue Worſhipping of God ; Abel 
as well as Caine had his trade of life. The miſerable corruption of 
our nature will turne all things into occaſions of hurt and miſchiefe, 
and make them meanes of interrupting us in good waies, bur clſe a 
calling duely followed by cxercifing the graces. of Gods Spirit, 
and- humbling and taming the fleſh, and well imploying the thoughts, 
and preventing many temptations and opportunities of ſinning, doth 
uy further our growth in piety, and 1s farre from being any juſt 
inderance unto it: we muſt therefore marke this in _£bel as well 
as Caine, and becarefullto imitate it. 
All you that have children to educate, bring them 
calling. Let them be as members not excrements in WE 
Do gar Fa humane ſocieties. All you that are already come to -ſuciFR 
VE. you can diſcerne betweene good and evill, apply youth 
tullini, |Tome calling, ſome worke of body or minde, ſome conftaitand (et- 
led&nployment in ſome lawfull aQions, tending ro the common 
gobd and your own,that you may be ſurc as S. Paul ſaith,to labour oat 
| | ws 
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with your hands, yer with your heads therthing tharis good, that you | ek: 


may have to give, and that you may not be counted inordinate and un- 
ruly walkers, not working atall but bcing bufie- bodics, workers rovund 
about as the word(ignifieth, do nothing bar fetch friskes and vagaries\ 
through theworld. O expoſe not your ſelves and: yours to ſo much 
miſery as to have nothing to do. An empty veſlell is fitto receive any 
liquor that is powred intoit; the Divell will put youon evill imploy-! 
| merts,if you do not beſtow your ſelves on good: A birdthar fieerh ll | 
on a tree is cafily hit with a piece or crefle-bow, bur it is hard to 
take the flying bird.Ir is cafie for Satan to intangle with his temp+| 
tations the Idlesbee, but hard to faſten on the man of imploymemts:: 
The Lord commends and rewards diligence in a calling, and: bids! 
| know the ſtate of thy flocke, and bids men goe and: learne of the: 
| Piſmirc, and diſcommends idlenefſe and fluggiſhneſſe; and threatens) 
him that followes the idle. Let good Abe! reach you faithfull. | 
neſſe in- your calling. Caſt away ſluggiſhnefſe and unthriftinefle; 
wearing out your bodies in vanities and worſe then vanitics, and ſee | an 
your ſelves to ſome ſuch worke as may make you able to anſwer: 0 
the queſtion of God and your Mafter when hee ſhall call you t6- 
account for the laying olit of ſo pretious a thing as time. it 

- But ſecondly, hee was religious and devour, hee brought of the;| = Was «&ligi- 
fruir of his flocks, yea of the firſtlings and of the far; thereof. Hee| 
did bring to God one of the beſt and fartcſt of his »Ranimes,. or £4; 
Ewes, for Weathers were not for Sacrifice, and no maimed thing} = 
was to be offered on Gods Altar. It is not obſerved-of Can that: 1- 
hee brought of the firſt fruites and beſt of his corne or other graines! LASER | 
Ir is likely that the Holy Ghoſt would have done this office of a': EIN 
faithfull Hiſtorian, and have given Cave his due bytelling thequa-1 | 
lity as well as the matter of his offering, if it had beene as well | 

valified in this reſpect as his Brothers, Wherefore when he com- | I! - 
mends ©Abels offering, becauſe ir was of the choice and fatteft of | 
his flock, it may be well chought in forbearing to ſay any thing in | [ 
like commendation of Caizes, that hee tooke no great care, wherhcr 
it were of the beſt or not, and therefore wee may well conceive | . 
that one cauſe of Gods rejeting Caines Sacrifice was, becauſe hee } : b 

l 
; 


— 


————— — ——— — — 


did not bring of the beſt of his fruites, as one cauſe of his accep-- "8; 
ting Fbels was becauſe hee did bring of the choiceſt of his flock”! be fot 
{not that God looketh to theſe outward things, but to the minde of IT 
|the doer, which for the moſt part (if neceſfiry hinder nor) doth | 
{ſhew it ſclfe in the valew and worth of the gift.” He that loves 

| God wilt bring him as full a Sacrifice as hee can, hee that loves | 
| him not witt give him as leane a Sacrifice as it may ſtand with his 
credit to give. A man whoſe heart is not upright with God will | 
|be ar as little coſt {with him as is poſſible. A man thar is upright], 

{with him will inlarge his bounty towards him, S 4g ſhall fee iv]: 


AHel.r.r3. that God refuſeth the Sacnifices, becar 7 6 Ln hale-]. 
29; blinde, the worſt and rifuge of all, and he curſeth the deceiver - | 
he D 4 RERREERE 


Ee 


Gu Wo. The Example of Cnar4, 


hath in his flock a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a cox- 
rupt thing,and verſe 8. he ſaith, Offer it now to thy governowr will hee 
be pleaſed with thee and accept thy perſon ſaith the Lord? The Lord 
knowes that niggardlinefle towards him ſhewes want of love and 
faith, but freenciſe and bounty ſhewes truth of love and of faith, 
and becauſc he looketh to the hearr, therefore hee liketh that gift 
which comes from a loving and faithfull heart, and hates that which 
comes from a.contrary heart. 

Learne thereinto imitate £4 bel, bring to God the beſt things you 
have, he muſt have the far, the fat I ſay of your heards or flocks. The 
chiefeſt of your affeQions muſt be his, and your affeRions muſt 
ſhew themſclves in ation. You muſt be willing to ſerve him with a | 
coftly ſervice, and be ever of Davids mind that ſaid, Iwill not ſerve! 
God without charge. 

Now theſe two things you have in the Text of «4%, two other 
things you have in another place, Heb,11. He offered 4 better Sacrifice 
He offered in| +hen Caine by faith, Hee offered in faith, and that cauſed himto bring 
aith, , ; \ 

a better, that is, I ſuppoſe he meanes there, a more coſtly Sacrifice 
of better worth and valew, of more price and coſt, not the coſt but 
the fairch that made him willing to be atthe coſt, and the coſt alone 
as it wasa fruit and figne ofthe faith did content God, and madethe 
Sacrifice acceptable. 

Let us learne therefore to doe all wee doe in faith. The faith that | 
youu Abel had was the ſame that after is commended in Henech, 

was perſwaded that God was and was a rewarder of them that di- 


ligently ſeeke him, it was ſuch as that which the _ Ape there 
t 


deſcribeth, it was the evidence of things not ſeene he ſabſt ance 
of things hoped for. It was ſuch an apprehenfion of Gods being 
and goodnefle to true Converts, and ſuch a perſwaſion of his wi 
to give him the future inviſible things hoped for, as made <Abel 
ſerve God in the courſe of his life in righteouſneſſe, and not alone 
for atime to come to the Altar and offer Sacrifice. 

Sacrificing was a profeſſion of their owne guiltineſſe, ſubmitting 
themſelvesto the Juſtice of God, as men worthy todie and be burnt, 
' (as that beaſt or other thing to be burnt,bur withall of their hoperhar 
God would pardon them for his goodneſſe ſake through that true 
Sacrifice which was to come. And hee that offered Sacrifice wich- 
outthis faith of Gods accepting him for his mercy ſake, and with» 
out acknowledgement of his worthineſle to periſh, did not pleaſe 
God, and all our Sacrifices muſt be done in faith, now more di- 
ſtint, becauſe we have a fuller revelation, wee muſt doe all wee 
doe in faith, not alone a perſwaſion of the lawfullneſſe of what we 
doe, but alſo an indeayour to truſt particularly for our acceptation 
both of perſons and Sacrifices in Chriſt, not in the worthineſſe of 
our ſelves or of our workes. He thathath this faith, he and his ſer- 
| vices ſhall pleaſe God, heethat hath ir not cannot pleaſe God what- 
Tocyer he doth. Let meetherefore commend unto you the care of 
7k ſearching © 
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earching into your hearts, whet rn | nn 

hat you beleeve your ons her you have this faith or no, vie. | 

confeſſe thar Chriſt Jeſus 1 yourlelves tobe miſcrable finners,bur 

[traſt upon Gods nehd-ry 2 him EN i ory {: = - | 
- e and ſalvation. | 

he penbeonrgs. warp = Abel was righteous, and faith, that | #4 rights 

| witneſſe 2 Partly Gr that God t + Ong? Where hath hee that 4s 

them (for he accepts nothing b k . - of his gifts by accepting. 

tes ſo he cps ting ber NG: ee WR LINES. 

.SeBpr e mouth of 
ON callcth him righteous C4. Note therefore 
fort and comm r, 7 89 OR give infinite com- 

Fromm en peat wr righteous man. | 
righteous exory Ho the pony nary hag and of the Golſpell, A | A rwofold 
S, Paul telleth us, that by the workes of he Len in all the world, for, "Fon 
fied before God, and that there is none te Law 0 fleſh ſhall be juſti. eFrd 
Cs 7 : # righteous, no n0t one, and $0.16, ; 
_ bac naod F- __ that if hee went to juſtifie bimfalfe, = | | engage 
contormity to the —”_— 2 Me yr p oppo n tandeth inanexat ** ff 
* WO in that a man hath n | 
_ br | © __ inclined to commit any of gy _ 
any of the ho are rig png hy quis m__ not prone to omit | 
3 Ang ran, 4 ogrrr* Prarie oth command, bur 1s utterly free 
Clled che Law in all voi commiſfion, and hath perfealy ful- 
points and degrees. Such a righ | 
"iis Bll wad Sever ind, BE} a righteouſneſſe ſince 
T » bur in our bleſſed Lord Jeſus C 
brag _ _ _ If righteouſneſſe were by the 3 <tr rn GaL3.21, 
ane cs Þ regs won that if God appointed us now to cometa 
Law, it would be aps NE ewe ld og TY = 
@ : : , C ou not hi | 
- ath; and after he ſaith, that the Law concludeth all 40 mg «4 : S 
e promiſe through the faith of 1 | wnder ſinne, that | Gal.z,32. 
| beleeve ; and before he had ſaid eſus Chriſt may be | given to them that 
| pars of Rengpinocay'+- c ha ” » If there had beene a Law given which | Gal 
{ there was x. a Law: _ eonfneſſ had beene by the Law, ſo that "700 
| Plalmiſt confeſſerh ven that could give life, and therefore the 
S. Paul durſt not - A.yrng Fengs _ bas feſ righteous, and | pſal,1 43-2, - 
| | . - eouſnefle which was his "OY 
(ie, Lev. The Lag ons wane irs | 
Go red and & 1 Sage -ha loft it in our firſt Parents, in 
| creatures, and aſinfull Lu all were made finfull and mortal! 
F Law, as was given _ finnelefle and p _ pals {2 comgy—mng 
ore | mmortall creature. There- 
| ths x4 bad yore out another rightcouſneſſe by. which Mana 
Ty WoL Tn ny 
{ hee nor any other arney = ae Serge GEN 1 
neſſe of fa; made righteous. This .is the righteoul- 
| aith, the righteouſneſl: S 
inf God the web ightcouſneſſe of the Goſpell, the rightcoulneſle 
bY On ightcouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
| even 


| 


| 


| 
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| A double righ 
teouſneſſe in 
the Goſpell. 
1, Imputed, 


2-Inherent, 


Rom.6,1r. 


Verſe 13. 


| | Verſe I9. 


non cauſa reg- 
nandt. 
Bernard. 


Via ad reenum, 


even the righteouſneſſe of God without the Law, and the righ- | 
tcouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
1] Now there is adouble rightcouſneſſe taughr in the Goſpell. The 
one is made ours by impntation and is not ours by inherencic; wee 
never performed it our ſelves, but another performed ir for us and 
| we have it imputed to us: It is by S. Paul deſcribed thus. A righ- 
tcouſnefle without workes imputed to the happy man, not ſimply | 
| without workes, for that is impoſſible, becauſe the Law cannot be 
fulfilled but by working according to its direQion, and unlefle the! 
law be fulfilled there is no perfe& rightcouſnefſe, bur a righteouſ- 
neſſe without any workes of ours, and therefore withour the Lawtoo, 
for the Law accepteth of no righteouſneſle but that which is wrought 
by our ſelves, as it is ſaid of Abraham, that hee wrought not but did. 
truſt in him that juſtifies the ungodly. Abraham wrought diligently | 
and plentifully, how then can it be ſaid that he wrought not 2 hee 
meaneth that he did not worke that by his owre workes hee might 
attaine this righteouſneſſe. By this righteouſneſle alone we arc juſti- 
fied. Itis the perteR and exaQtrighteoulneſle of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
accepted for us and put toour reckoning. For he was our ſurcty, he 
tooke our nature, hee bare our finnes, hee fulfilled our duty and 
bare our puniſhment, and ſo ſatisfied Gods juſtice in our roome, 
land is become The Lord our righteouſneſſe. This is the one righre- 
ouſneſſe commended to us by the Goſpell. To this and this alone 
(we muſt cleave for the obtaining of remiſſion of ſianes and life eter- 
'nall at the hands of God. By merit of this are we pronounced juſt 
by God at his heavenly Tribunall, and in the judgement of our 
{ owne conſciences, and hercafter ſhall be ſo pronounced openlyar the 
laſt day, to this S. Paxl cleaved. This the Goſpell taught, for therein 
is declared the righteouſneſſe of God from faith to faith. 
But the Goſpell telleth of another righteouſneſle that is a compa: | 
nion of this, alwaicsat the ſame time and by the ſame meanesgiven | 
| that this is given, anditis a quality inherent in us and wrought in us 
|by the Spirit of God, and floweth immediately from our faith. The 
| Apoſite S. Paul doth deſcribe it plainely, ſaying, that Wee muſt 
' count our ſelves. dead unto ſinne bat alive unto God, and then ſaith, Wee | 
| muſt not yeeld onr members as weapons of unrighteou[neſſe unto ſnne, but 
as weapons of righteouſneſſe to God, and ſaith, Wee ate become ſervants 


to ris tcouſneſſe, and that wee muſt yeeld our members ſervants untorigh. 
 reouſne ſſe, and againe, muſt raigne by righteonſneſſe unto life eternall, 


( 
j 


It is not the cauſe of our lite but the way toit, It isa vertue wrought 
in us, by which weare madeable to firive and indeavour, and defire 
to keepe the Law. A man till he be juſtified by faith and reconciled 
to God, is eſtranged from the Lord and fromthe life of God andis 
an enemy in his minde, and is dead in finnes, and loves finne and 
will not leave it, and out of a ſtiffe and ſtrong bent of will to ſinne 
cannot bur ſerve ſinne, and will and reſolve to continue ſerving itin 
one kindeor other. OP 
| ow 
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Now thisis alſo a righteouſneſle ofthe Goſpell,and it differs from 
that of the Law in two things, 1. In regard of the degree, ir is' 
imperfe and defctive, failing inmany things, bur ir is upright and | 
fincere, allowes not its failings, but with an upright defire ftriverh | 
to perfetion, and is ſtill Iabouring againſtirs im tons. | 
2. Ir differs from the rightcouſnefſe of the Law in uſe; for the | 
[Law doth require this righteonſnefle as an accompliſhment of the | 
Covenant of workes, to juftifice us before God by the merit and 
worth of it; but the Goſpell requireth this as an a of obedience 
alone to ſhew our thankfullneſſe, and to proove us truly juſtified be. | 
fore God, becauſe as it is ſaid, There « not 4 Law given which could Gal.z.21, 
give life, ſecing that all have ſinned and come ſhort of the $lory of God, pom, 3.14. 
and whoſoever goes about to put this righteouſneſle into the uſe 

of juſtifying him before God, I meane of atraining eternall life and | 
remiſſion of ſinnes from God by vertue and worth of it, that man 
cannot but be damned, becauſe he cannot have the imputed righte.- 
ouſheſſe and the inherent both for that purpoſe. If he truſt to Chriſts 
righteouſneſſe he cannot truſt to his owne, if to his owne he cannot | 
truſt to Chriſts, ſeeing S. Paul oppoſeth them as things contr | 
ſaying, wot having mine owne but Chriſts, which were weakcly ſpo- | Phil... 
ken, if a man could have borkh to the uſe of juſtifying : yea he ſaith, | 
He that will be juſtified by the Law is fallen from rs and Chrift i Gal. 5.4. 
become of none effeth unto him; and by the Law he ſeckes to be juſtified 
that ſcekerh to be juſtified before God by doing this and by his owne 
working. La -110Þ 

Nor of a man that is thus righteous, there are three ſure, plaine | Th... genes 
and evident fignes. 1. Hee defireth to know and doe all that | of a righteous 
God revealeth to him out of his Word. 1 have hifred up mine hands oy 
unto thy teſtimonies which 1 have loved, and O that my heart were_ | p.1 <<) 
drrecied to keepe thy rightcous judgements, then ſhall I not be confounded 
when T have veſpeF to all thy Commandements, 2. Hee confeſſeth and 
| bewaileth before God his failings and errours, that breake forth in 
{{ him quite contrary to his _ and defire. Againſt thee have 7 4+. | 
framed, and He that confeſſeth his ſinnes,&c. And if you tarne to mee T | 7acb.x.3, 
will turne to you, for If wee ſay we bave no ſinne wee decerve our ſelves, 
Bnt if wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee #s faithful, &c. 3. He reſterh wholy 
upon the mercy of God in Chriſt for pardon of his failings and ac- 
ceptation of his indeavours: So ſaith Iohn, If any man finne, wee have | *10bn 2-1. 
an Advocate with God Teſus Chrift the righteous, and hee is the Propi- 
tiation for finne, and Abraham beleeved in God that juſtifieth the ungod- | | 
|\ly. S.Panl would haverhe rightcouſnefle which is by the faith of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. 1 beſeech you lookethat you be ſo righteous men as Aves 
| Was, elſe you ſhall never be ſaved. For even Balazmſaw, that only 
the righteous ſhould be ſaved, and therefore he wiſheth, Let mee dje | Numb.a3.10, 
| the death of the righteous and let my laft end belike his. No fnnes of | 
| Now we have the good of Abel, we thould ſpeake of his evill, | Ak menio- | 
|bur wee have tione to ſpeake of. For the Holy Ghoſt hath nottold nook wy 
us 
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us of any evill that hee committed, not becauſe he had none, but 
becauſe his life was ſo ſhort, and withall ſo good, that the Lord: 
ſaw it not fir to make mention of any, and ſurely though the Scrip. 
ture doe report the faults of other godly men, yet it ſcemes here to 
ſet forth Caine and Abel as the two ſeeds,the one of the Woman, 
the other of the Serpent, and therefore of the good ſeed mentions 
no faults, becauſe in him God ſaw none, thar is, would not impute| 
any. | 
Now let us confider thethings that befell him, r. Good, 2. Bad, 
3.His proſperix The good aretwo, firſt God had reſpect unto his gifts. Secondly, 
God gave witneſle and teſtimony of his gifts. 


1» God had rc» 


ſpe& unto his | He hadreſpe unto them for the preſent, he gave teſtimony to them 
gitts, both ar that time and alſo after by the pen of Moſes and bythe tongue 
of our Lord Jeſus,calling him righteous Abel. 
[3.Gaye witne| We cannot affirme any thing concerning the meanes by which 


Fr? the Lord did exprefſe the liking of 4% and his Sacrifice, but 


that it was by ſome ſenſible and evident figne diſcoverable by Caine 
as well as by himſelfe, Canes doggedneſſe ſtirred up by it doth 
clearely cvince. The Lord hath reſpect unto his true hearted ſer- 
vants, that worſhip him in truth and in faith, and are truely righteous, 
he hath reſpe& unto themand to their Services ; he likes their perſons, 
Pro.15.8, | loves their workes. The prayer of the upright is his delight, ſaith Sale. 
Plal.11-7» | 208, The righteous Lord loveth righteouſnefſe. God doth to his faich-| 
full children ſooner or later evidently diſcover his approbation and 
liking of them and their workes, as David prayeth, Accept the 
a Cabs ow of my mouth end the meditations of my heart, yea he doth make 
 knowne this his favourable accepration, by which as it is in the 
| Pſalme, he accepts their burnt Sacrifices, that is, all their holy ſer. 
vices, he makes it knowne by the comfortable teſtimony of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, as Pavl ſaith, Thr is my glorying, the teſtimony of my cen- 
| ſcience that in ſimplicity, 6. When Gods people walke in Gods 
| waies, he cauſcth his Spirit to witnefſe with their ſpirits, and their! 
ſpirits to witneſle to them, that themſclves and their waies pleaſc 
| God, by which their ſpirits are refreſhed and comforted againſt all 
the taunts and opprobries of ſinners and ſcofters. And this is a ſut- 
| ficient recompence to all our labours and tor all our ſufferings that 
God accepteth us. If hee accept us; what need wee care though 

the world deride and ſcorne and hate us. O let thoſe that have 
| ſeene God thus vouchſafing to reſpet them, comfort themſelves 
in that, yea I ſhall nor need to give them ſuch advice, this appre- 
| henfion of Gods gratious accepting us is athing ſo ſweeteand delight- 
| full, that the people of God which have enjoyed it, will G5 52 
it before the approbation of all men. For whom he thus reſpedteth, | 
them will hee likewiſe approve in the face of all the world, and 
therefore beare tcſtimonie to their workes, even at the laſt day; yea 
the light to which he that doth well delighterh to come, that will | 


| make it knownethat his workes be wrought of God, Joby 3.1 T , F | 
ods 


2 Cor.1.12, 
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Gods Spitit within, if Gods Word without doe teftific of your 
deeds , that they bee wrought in God , how 'eafie a thing is | 
it to fleight and deſpiſe the falſe and fooliſh cenſures of 'vh 
world £ '7 
But now come we to the evills that he ſufferedzfor Gods people | 4-His adverii | 
muſt ſuffer evill for well-doing, his Brother hated him, laiedatraine | P2779 hoce* 
for him, flew him. Abel was the firſt Martyr, the firſt man that | kis lvockar. 
died for goodnefſe; hee was Gods firſt Witneſſe, as Steves was 
Chriſts. Thoſe that will live godly in Chrift muſt (»ffer perſecution, | x Timsz. 12, 
'and of whom,even of the deareſt friends they have in the fleſh, 
| and how farre evenco the lying In waite for their lives and takin 
[the ſame away. The Lord would have the firſt bloud that was ſpilt, | 
' pile in his quarrell, in his _ quarrell, in ſtanding for rightcouf- 
nefſe ſake, that we which follow after might learne to ſtick cloſe | 
{to this cauſe, and not to feare to lay downe our lives for it. S:; Tohn 
tells 1s, no wonder if the world hate us. The world is the number 
by unſantified men in the world, theſe will hate ſuch as £4bel the 
[righteous yea if Father" be unrighteous and Sonne righteous, Bro- 
ther righteous and Brother unrighteous, Husband righreous and Wite 
unrighicous, the Father, Brother, Wife, will hate and malignethe 
childe, the Brother and the Husband. God hath put enmity be- | 
ewixt the ſeed of the Woman and of the Serpent; good and bad 
are of two contrary natures, what the one loveth the other 'hateth, 
and contrarily, this contrariety in diſpofition will breed contraric 
in affeftion, Hee that is a Cre, a formall Hypocrite and farifierh 
=o Bate a bare ging uns = _ him that es, | 
in ſpirit and intruth, They that are after the fleſh will perſecmte_ | G.1., 19. 
> at after the ſpirit, w./ all rhat will Dn ode el ſuffer| R | 
for it. Prepare your ſelves to meete with the fame meaſure that 
Abel met withall ; you had nced of patience faith our Saviour. Be 
not diſcouraged at the hatred andill uſage of wicked men, bur have 
' {reſpeRt to the recompence of reward, looke to the end of your 
'M | faith, ſer the joy before your eyes and feare not any of theſe things 
|. {rhat you may ſiffer. An over-tender ſpirit is not fit to be Chriſts 
| Souldicr, if you will raigne with him you muſt be crucified with 
him. Arme, arme my Brethren, arme, you are in the batrell, you : | 
mult 6xpe&-knocks, bur be nor diſmaicd, the victory ſhall be yours. 
God will fo ſtabliſh you that you ſhall not be driven out of the| | 
way of righteouſneſſe, by any thing that Satan can do'by the world: 
and hee conquers that keepes cloſe ro the waies of righteouſnefle | 
what &ver he ſuffer. | {8 OE 


Wee have done with Abels life, wee bring him to his death, ar His death. 


8 


—— 
— — 


whar age we cannot ſhew you, but in what manner and by whoſe 


hand we cah tell you, Here is a tragicall narration, the murderer. 


a bad man and a Brother, the murdered a good man anda Brother, [ 
|| | andthe quarrell. goodneſſe, and the manner ſodainc and unexpe>| | 
Qed and violent. Fleſh. and blond perhaps would finde faulr _ 

E . | 
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Abels death 
was violent 


and (odaine, 


God, why did not God prote& Abel when the world had ſo few 
Inhabitants 2 was\it not. pittic that one ſhould be taken our of it 
ſo untimely and in {ach amanncr « and much more was it not 
ittic thar the more godly and the more uſefull ſhould be fo ſoone 
bores: of life 2 Itis athing that a ſhallow wit is rcady to impleade 
God for. Bur God is ſuch a ruler that will order things according 
to his owne perf wiſedome, It ſhall be worſe in ourward ref] 
withthe good then with the bad, the finner ſhall out-live the Saint, 
and flouriſhin the world when the other is rotting in the grave, and 
why ſo? that -God may teach them hereby to looke for happineſle 
in another world that is to come, that they may expect a better and 


induring ſubſtance in Heaven. If in this life onely wee had hope, wee 


were of all men the moſt miſerable:but,We are dead with Chriſt and our 


life is bid with God in Chriſt. When Chrift ſhall appeare then ſhall wee 
alſo appeare with bimin glory. We mult not therefore be oftended at 
the miſeries which befall the godly in this life, but cauſe our mindes 
to look beyond the world unto the furure recompence. God were not 
juſt rowards his people, if there were not another world where they 
ſhall __ their portion ,as the worldly minded have their portion in 
this life. | | 

Naw concerning <A bels death, confider we that ir was violent and 
ſuddaine, whereby we muſt: be: taught to walke alwaies ready for 
death, and to looke for it in every place by ſuch violent meancs as our 
ſelves cannot foreſee in particular. Who knowes whenor where he 
ſhall die, how ſoone, and by what meancs he muſt leavethis world 
afore he be aware. Labourtherfore to prepare for death every day,get 
faith, get repentance,get new. obedience, get your finnes pardoned, 
and your ſ{clves ſan@ified, that if death come ſodainely, yer it may 
not be ſodaine to you, becauſe you have made your ſelves ready for 
it, if we be thus fitted for death happic are wethough it come with- 
out giving warning, bur if we have not fo firred our ſelves, we ſhall 
be moſt miſerable though our death be long and lingring, and come 
not with any violence. "TNT 

'Yea we mult learne to be thankefull to God for his goodneſſe in 
proteRing us againli the rage of evill men, that they be not able to 
cut usoff inthe midſt of our daies; as they would doif God did permit 
us to fall into their hands. No good manthart liveth but ſome-Gare 
or other would ſoene diſpatch them our of the world, and doe thc 
ſamething for them that Caine here did for Abel, for the ſinner hateth 


| the. righteous and guaſheth againſt him with his teeth, but the Lord will 


not give him into his hands. Iris a divine providence that maketh the 
godly dwell in ſafety in the midſt of their enemies, and walke in a 
fiery furnace and yet not be burned, and lie in the den of Lions 
and yet not þe touched by them. Now therefore let Abels example 
put you in minde to be ready alwaies for death, and to obſerve the 
goodneſſe of God in ſaving you from the hands of ſinful men and 


ſpirits, that chey cannot deſtroy and devoure as their malice and 
CE ae 3 ins : .: 
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might would cauſe them to doe, if God did not incompaſſe you 
| with his favour as with a ſhield, 

We have done with Abel,the next to be poken of are Carnes poſt?- 
rity, of whom little is ſpoken, becauſe the Lord intended a very ſhort 


|ſtory, Caine begat a Sonne and called his name Hehoch, «t the ſame time 


he was building a City and called it Henoch, The word fignificth to 
initiare , . dedicate or teach, perhaps becauſe hee left the City 
'to his Sonne to finiſh and to dedicate, himſelfe not being able tg 
doe it, becauſe of his diſtempered conſcience which made him wan- 
der as a fugitive. 

This Sonne begat a Sonne alſo and called him 1ra4, the word 
ſignificth (! thinke) a City of one that ruleth, of the Hebrew words 
Gzir that fignifieth a City, and Rd that fignificth to beare rule, be- 
cauſe belike he had finiſhed that Ciry, and hoped to leave it to his 
Sonne to rule in it, 

And this rad begat a Sonne and called him <Arehwaet which fig- 
nifieth one that is deſtroyed or blotted out by the Lord God,perhaps 
becauſe God had laid fore puniſhments upon them at that time;their 
fin increafing 2gainſt him, 

This cHMehwael begat Methuſacl,which fignificth, one that asketh 

aftcr, or requeſted his death : it may be,becauſe then men 
were ſo afflied that they grew 
weary of life. 


(*,*.) 


Caines poſte- 
rity, 
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PW HE rootc of Womar-kinde were Adam and | 

——|” Eve. The branches were, 1. Bad, Caizeand | 
4 Caines poſterity. 2. Good. The firſt ſtocke, 

, by MW <Abel, the ſecond Caine and his poſterity. 

—d"o- & Now the linage of Caine is ſet downe in the 

F ſixth generation, mentioning onely the eldeſt 
" GY) he Methwiael, he Methuſael, he Lamech, Lamech 

-* had two wives, one Adah, the other Zillah, 

Adah had Tabal and Inbal, Zillah had Tabal Cain, and a daughter 
called Naemah, ſhee is the firſt woman named after Evab, perhaps, Neowgh oy 
firſt woman | 


in adireR line. Adam had Caine, Caine Trad, 


becauſe ſhee was a woman of great power and name in her time,for 
her name fignifieth faire, or {weete, or pleaſant, or beautifull, and 
ir ſeemes that in thoſe times beauty begs to be much ſet by. Now 
for Lamech we muſt obſerve his faults, Imeane of his behaviour,and 
the benefits he enjoyed and the miſery rhat befell him. 

His faults are, x. He corruptedthe ordinance of marriage by taking | , ,...z.c..1.. } 
two wives; God at firſt made but one man and one woman and joy-| His polyga- ] 57 
ned them together, and Adam ſaid, they ſhall be one fleſh, ſignify- | y>he bs cog Kt 
ing that hee conceived ir to be the will of God, that one woman "0: 
ſhould ſerve for one man, and addes, 4 man ſhall forſake Father and 

E 3 Mother 


named after | 
Eve,and why? 
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| Whatit is £0 times ſeven times more, that maketh in all almoſt five hundred times 


 fatisfie himſelfe with Gods appointment, his luſt (inall likelihood 
| it was his Juſt,for what other cauſe ſhould move him Tcannot con. 
jecture) would not be cofirained wirhin the bounds of lawfull marri- 
monie. He dares adde a ſecond wife and ſo bring into the world a 
pairted whoredome, a guilded adultery, a pretended marriage, bur 
indeed a very breach of wedlock. For our Saviour Chriſt telleth us, 
Luke 16.13. | that he which putteth away his wife and marrieth another commits adul.. 
try, and if that be true as we muſt confeſle, for his authority ſake 
| that ſpake it, then withour all queſtion hee that keepeth. his former! 
wife till and will needs take another to- her, is guilty roo of commit-! 
ting adultery. The reaſonis cleare and cannot be denied. For it it 
were not adultery to have more women then one at one time, then 
the taking of another wife upon acauſcleſſe divorce ſhould not de- 
ſerve that odious title, and if it be ſo, poligamy muſt needs take the 
ſame title to it ſelfe. This was therefore a grievous audaciouſneſſcin 
this wicked man, that hee would leape over the poles as it were 
which God had fixed. The thing was naught, and his doing it firſt 
before others made it worſe in him, and made him guilty of rheir 
faults that after followed it upon his example. For indeed it was; 
quickly rakenup and praRiſed in the world, infomnch that it conti- 
nued to-the time of | Abraham, and was praftiſed alſo by him as a 
thing not reputed finfull. For when finne hath gotten yeeres and ex- 
amples upon its backe it doth many times ceaſe ro becounted what 
itis, and goes under the repure of alawfull thing, though it be init 
ſelfe even ſomewhat evidently unlawfull; becauſe partly the minde 
of man corrupted by the pleaſing or profitable effects of it, is wil- 
ling not to thinke itfinne, and the judgement is eaſily ſweyed by the 
| will, and partly becauſe the example of men doth worke too much 
| to draw unto cvill, as an heavie thing is cafily caſt downeward. + 
| $88 cevenghy Now to polygamic he addeth a notorious revengefulineſſe, Ha-! 
| PENEs | ving married a couple of women, it ſeemes he found ſame diſtem- 
| pu inthem and therefore to calme and over-awethem a little, hee 
alls to breath out revenge with violent threats, ſaying, that he would 
kill a man in his wound, or for his wound, hee means becauſe of a 
| wound reccived, anda young 14n for his hurt or bruiſe,he meanes becauſe 
| ofa bruiſe or ſtripe given him, yea he gocs farther and adds,thar if 
| Caine ſhould be avenged ſeyen-fold then hee ſeventy times ſeven] 
fold. If any man whoſoever he were ſhould hurt him, hee ſhould 
die for it, yea were he never ſo young and luſty a fellow that ſhould 
offer to {mite him, it ſhould coſt him his life, and he would proceede 
| toan higher degree of revenge, thenthat which God himſclfe had 
| appointed ro Cates murderer, viz. heewould be revenged ſeventy 


Mother and-cleave tohis wife, not wives. But this man would oy 
| 


' revenge. [a8 much inore, herc is paſſion and pride in all extremity. To rc- 
| | yenge is to render evill for evill, to revenge a thing ſeven times is to 


* 


| 


|inflidt athing ſeven times more grievous upon a wrong doer then mn 
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which he did to another, to revenge ſeventictimes and ſeven is to lay 
an evill 490 times more heavie then that received. The Lord of 
Heaven hath cauſe, becauſe hee hath authority, to inlarge his pu- | 
niſhing juſtice, and to execute a threat of ſeven times revenge, be. 
cauſe after ſuch athreat ro commit the fault makes it ſeven degrees 
more faulty, as being an audacious deſpifing of his anger, and ave- 
ry ſerring histhrears at naught, but for any manto exceede meaſure | 
ſo farre in puniſhing though he were a lawfull Magiſtrate, puniſhing 
the malcfactor ar the complaint and inſtance of the wronged perſon, | 
it were a great offence, How much more then for a private man fo 
farre to exccede all degrecs in reſpect of a wrong done to himſfelfe. | | 
Sure he that threatens to be revenged 450 times more then Caine,con- | 
ceived himſclte to be more excellent than Came 400 times, for ac- | 
cording tothe meaſure of the parties worth that was wronged, muſt | 
the revenge be increaſed. O how proud a man was hee ! that 
durſt ſo farre preferre himſelfe above his great grand- fathers Father, 
for fo was Caine, who being then alive and departed from under the | 
| governement of Adam, was now the King of all the ſonnes that | 
deſcended from him, during his life, and the Prieſt too, for King- | 
domes and Prieſt-hoods in thoſe firſt times went to the eldeſtof the 
family by ſucceſſhon. Theſe were chiefe Rulers in matters civill 
and religious. He was therefore a very haughty minded man, and 
a very paſhonate angry man, and ſo a very revengefull man which 
ſpringeth from pride and and paſſion. | 7265! 
Theſe be his faults,yet ſee how good and patientthe Lord ſhewes 
himſclfe unto ſuch awrerch, for hee had two ſonnes by one wife, | ni beneses, 
and aſonne and daughter by the other, God gave him the fruit of | be tadchild 
marriage, though he were the firſt that ſo ſhamefully abuſed mar- | 
riage, for God doth not inſtantly ſtretch forth a puruſhing arme a- | 
K | gainſt an offender, and rheſe ſonnes of his too were very aCtive and 
[Þ& | profitable men, of good parts and account, as appeares by their in- | _ 
ventions mentioned in the Text. But yet he is not left quite ynpu- way th prong 4 
niſhed, for his life was unquiet, as appeareth by his threatning and | quiet life by 
bragging what he would doe, for ſuch kinde of threats be but boa- | *<2#on of his 
ſtings of the future time, Ic is notto be doubted of bur that his two | '* 
| wives, what by the brawles which would fall out berwixt themand 
bran children, and what by the ſtirres that they would make with 
him, eachto have him take her part againſt the other, made his life 
uncomfortable, ſo that hee was faine to ſee if hee could make the 
watter 2 little better by big and violent words,to keepe them in awe 
| we 
by fcare whom duty could not order. Now this is Lamech. 
| Let us make ſome uſe of his Example, even to blame our ſelves | The uſes of 
for having committed, if wee have committed the like finnes to his, | 2! 
that we may be drawne to repentance which he was never ſohappyas 


to performe. 7 
againſt thoſe ſinnes, and to:abound 
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| Secondly, toarme our ſelves 
= the contrary vertues, for ſo it is our duty, as. Bees doe honey yr? 
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of weeds, to gather good out of bad Examples. Come hither then 
and let mee examine you in Gods name. Is there not any amongſt 
you that hath violared marriage worſe then Lamech. He did finne' 
'by taking two wives. The Lawes would puniſh you for following | 
him in that, and would not ſuffer you to keepe two women underthe 
name of wives, have not you therefore falne to flat and downe-right 
adultery. If fo, repent of this enormity ; The Lord will not ſuffer 
the tranſgreſſors of his Covenant to beare it free if repentance doe 
not ſtay his hand. | 

Yea have not ſome of you beene Lamechs in making the firſt breach 
into a finne; Inventers of evill things, S. Pas! cals them which are 
the firſt which doe them, that runne into them nor induced by any for- 
mer examples, bur carried by their owne corruptions, and ſo by go- 
ing over the hedgc,induce others to follow them: ſuch ſinners be the | 
more grievous before God by how much they fhew a more impudent 
diſpoſition, that dareleade the way to wickednefle, and make them- | 
ſelves captaines and ring-leaders to fo vile and miichieyous a thing, 
'}and ſuch finnes doe call for alarger meaſure of forrow and humilia- 
tion. 

Againe, have none of you beene paſſionate, angry, and full of 
threats, working iz: proud wrath as Salomon calls it, and as here, you 
may ſee wicked Lamech doing with an angry voice, and a counte- 
nance ſutable thereto. You may be ſure he calls upon his wives to 
leave their brawling and let him ſpeake, and then bluſters out theſe 
words, that hewouſd kill the man whoſoever ſhould wrong him. Are 
\notthere ſome men among you ſo mad and furious, thatthey threaten 
(bloud and death to any that ſhall wrong them. O this wrathfull and 
angry roaring as I may call ir, is aſigne of much folly and pride, and 
therefore doe not pleaſe your ſelves in it, asthey doe moſt timesthat 
aregiventoit, bur abhorre it, and judge your ſelves for it, and hum- 
bly acknowledge to God,that you have deſerved his wrath for ſhew- 
| 1ng Har owne wrath ſo immoderately. And laſtly confider, have you 
[not beene revengefull men 2 that would take no wrong but returne 
| death and ſlaughter for a ſtroke, a wound, and ſeven yea twenty, and 
| ; If you were able an hundred blowes for one, yea death for a word 
| ſpeaking, and agreatevill for alirrle. 
Revengeis 2. | Brethren, revenge is a fearefull ſinne ; there are two waies of re- 
eee ut | verge, ſomedoe compaſſe it by maine ſtrength, preſently and openly 
if one wrong them, they raile or ſtrike and lay about them, as it were 
'an angry Dog or Beare or other Beaſt, others be more till in their 


| revenge, they lay itup in ſtore and ſetit on the ſcore till a fir oppor-| 
| tunity come, andthen they pay him home with the like and more that | 
| hath wrongedthem, boththeſe revenges be naught, and it is hardto | 
| ſay whether is the worſe of the twaine : the one hath more craft, the / 
other more furic, both ſhew an heart deſtiture of all meckenefle and 

| Chatity-and faith. Tf you have found your ſelves ſo diſpoſed, untill | 
You repent you ſhall' be ſure to finde God as bitter againſt you. e-7 
4 | W1 { 


, 
| 
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will be revenged of the revengefull. He will be at enemy to him that 

will fightand keepe a ſtirre if he be touched or wounded, Doe not 

count it valour to giveſtroke for ſtroke or wound for wound,or blow 

for blow, it is an helliſh valour, it isnot man-hood, it is dog-hood, 

or I may terme it beare-hood, it is brutiſh, ſo will a Lion or a bruir 

creature. It is not cobrage but outrage, it is not fortitude but mecre. 
(furie. And yct alas where ſhall you finde breaſts that doe nor beare 
[the ſtampe of Lamechs words withinthem, that perhaps be not come 

toſuch anhigh degree as he was to revenge 490 times, but are come { 
tothar, thatthey reſolve and purpoſe, if a man wound them;they will 
wound him againeif they can, if any man ſtrike, they will doe the 
beſt they canto ſtrike him againe. Beloved, hee in whom this finne | 
raigneth, is a wicked man though it be nor of ſo high agrowth in| 
him as it was in this wretch., He that holdeth this purpoſe, I will | 
requite blow with blow, wrong with wrong, he is not atrue Chri- | 
tian, for he doth not overcome evill with good, bur is overcome , 
with evill. He is a man that lives allowedly in a finne as bad in! 
Gods account as theft or whoredome. Revenge in Gods account is 
a finneas foule and fouler then Juſt or injuſtice, I beſeech you cx- 
2mine your ſelves, and if you have found your ſelves carried away | 
with rcvenge, and rcſolve to beſo fill, take notice that you be roo | 
like to Lamech to be the children of God, Our Saviour commands us 
if our neighbour offend to forgive himtill ſeventy times ſeven wa 
I thinke alluding to this very ſpeech of this here in the Texr,and in- 

tending to teach you to labour to abound in patience, meekencſſe,, and 
| forbearance, as much as heabounded in prond revengefillneſſe. 

If any fay, why then 1 ſhall cxpoſe my ſclfe ro alt manner of 
wrongs. 

Tee, firſt, if one ſhould doe fo, berter ſuffer all manner of in- 
juries from man, then to have God enter into judgement with him 
for all his finnes, | 
| . Secondly,I anſwer, that God hath the rule of things, and as the 
| ſheepe muſt dwell in ſafety not by their owne ſturdineſſe, but by the 
care and diligence of the Shepheard,ſfo muſt Gods people enjoy free- 
deme from wrongs not by their owne violence bur by his proteion 
and wiſedome. 


| . And laſtly, I ſay if the wrongs be notorions and fuch as it 


| 


45 | 


Mat.18.23, 


C— 


1trates hands, and ſo farre as the heart is not imbittered with ma- 
| liee, but feeketh alone his owne defence and. ſafety withour trium- 
| phing in the fmart of at: enemy, it is very lawfull to feeke him for 
reſcue. 
| So have wedone with Lamech, we goe on to his three ſonnes that 
bar profitable perſons and inventers of good arts, atthe leaſt per- 
eQers, 
- The one perfetted that part of husbandry which confiſts in fee- 
ding cattell and making tents to ſhelter both the Sheplicargs arid 'the 


| is not fitto ſuffer, God hath put the ſword of revenge intothe Ma- 
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ſheepe, that with thoſe moveable habitations they might be able 
ro drive their cartel! from place to place for the beſt paſture. It is 
likely that before his time they were faine to be content with the 
ſhade of the trees, or with ſome cave under ground, or a few turfes 
put upon ſome ſticks of wood which they had made a ſhift to get in- 
to the ground or ſome ſuch like. But he conſidering better of the 
matter, invented the way of making linnen cloath and ſo with fitting 
that upon poles with peggs and ſtakes to keep of great ſtormes and hear, 
yea by this meanes they could carrie their houſes with them whither; 
ſocver they hadoccafion to travell for paſture ſake, andthis kinde of 
flecting life, dwelling in tents and following cattell continued ro 
Abrahams time and long after, yeait was the commandement of 
Tonadab to the Rechabites that they ſhould alwaies live ſo. Thisthere- | 
fore was a commodious and beneficiall invention,and itis for his praiſe | 
that firſt deviſed it, much is owing him by thoſe that comming after 
have enjoyed the benefit of his devices. 

Iubal the next Sonne of Lamech, he was a man not given ſo much to 
toileſome profit as to merriment and ſport, he was a lover of muſficke, 
and he perfe&ed the art of making Organes,and you muſt underſtand, 
playing upon them too, for to what purpoſe would hee finde them 
| out but to play on? This is alawfull invention and good and com- 
 fortable. Cheercfullnefle and Mirth ſo that it be moderate and well 
guided for the circumſtances, is a lawfull thing, whether Muſicke by 
voice or inſtrument, whether winde inflruments or other hand inftru- 
ments, It is avery good and lawfull thing to ſolace ones ſelfe with' 
muſicke, and a warrantable recreation, ſo-that it be not abuſed, and 
hee, that firſt found it out is to be counted a benefattor to man- 

inde. 

But the laſt named, he was the moſt profitable inventer, he that 
found ontthe art of ironworke, he was anexcellent Smith. This was 
 Tubal Caine, thought tobe the ſame thatthe Heathens called Yulcane. 
' Smiths are a neceſſary calling. Their art is helpefull to all other Sci- 
ences both for peace and warre, tothem belongerh the making of all 
the neceffarieſt inſtruments of husbandry, of all ſort of tooles for 
other trades and of armes alſo for the Souldier. No part of mans 
life can be withour iron worke. A knife, a key, an hatchet,a forke, 
| aſaw, a mattock, aſythe, a raking hooke, a chezill, a ſword, a ſpeare, 
a ſhield, an helmet, who can reckon up the things that Smiths do 
' make for mans uſe. This was therefore an exceeding fruitfull inven- 
tion, ſo much the more to be commended by how much it is more 
| weariſomeand laborious, for it is you know a ſtrong labour in ſome 
things and acurious in other things, and much of it is much annoyed 

| with heate about the fire. And thus hath God ſtored the world with 
| needfull arts, by meanes of Lamechs ſonnes that were it ſeemeth un- 

ſanified men. | 
The uſes of all.) ye muſt make ſome uſe of all this, firſt, to be thankefull unto 


| God thar hath imparted to ſome men ſuch good wits and —_— 
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dings that rhey were able to finde out and perfect thoſe (everall Sci- 
ences and Callings, for how toyleſome and uncomfortable would our 
lives be if we did not enjoy theſe helpes and comforts. Even this | 
naturall abiliry is from God and deſcrycth thankes from us. | 
Againe, men mult fer themſelves to be profitable to the world,by | 
cither inventing or adding to the inventions of others in any kinde. Tr | 
is good to doe ſomething for which the world may be the berrer, | 
and not to:come into the world meerely as rats and mice onely rode. | 
youre vituals and to runne ſqueaking up and downe. Be you fol- | 
lowers of ſuch, if you cannot invent and perfeR an art, yer learne | 
and follow ſome that is already invented. Theſe men were nor 
idlesbees, doe naughts; O be you as good ar leaſt as theſe ſfonnes 
of Lamech, onely labour to be ſo moderate in, following and uſing 
all theſe earthly things, that you be not carthly minded thereby, bur | 
may become carefull of things that pertaine tothe ſoule and ro ano- | 
ther life, as well as of thoſe that belong to this preſent life and ro | 
this body of clay. It is good to uſe the world bur rot to love it, to | 
ſet our hands on worke about the things of it, but not to ſet our | 
hearrs upon it. This is a baiting place and nor a place of habitation, | 
we make a journey through this world,we donor dwell in the world. 
O let our mindes and defires and wiſhes be in Heaven, and let us 
doe thoſe outward things with reference unto Heaven, that by pro- 
firing men and —_— God in a calling, we may make our wiy-to 
Heaven the cafier, and our wages there the greater. And ſo much 
for the linage of Caine. | Tc 
* Now we come to another off-ſpring of Adam. It is not t@ be 
thought that he remained childlefſe till the birth of Seth,or rhat Gad 
would ſmite him inthat newneſſe of the world with ſo long a bar- 
renneſſe, or that he ſo long forbare ſociety with Evah. As it is 
ſaid, that he lived an hundred and thirty yeeres and begat Seth, fo it 
is ſaid, hee lived long after and begat ſonnes and daughters ; there- 
fore it is likely alſo, rhat in that hundred and thirry yeercs before 
he begar ſonnes and daughters,but becauſe the Lord intended to draw 
out the linage of Chriſt, therefore helets all the reſt goc and faftens 
alone upon Seth, of whom the promiſed ſced was to come ina direct | 
line : Of Seth then we muſt ſpeake. His Birch gladded Eva and | ©... -.: 
Adam too no doubt, becauſe they underſtood by revelation from | ofhim. | 
God, that he ſhould be a godly man. Therefore hee is called Sth, 
that is, he hath appointed, becauſe ſaich Evah, God hath appointed mee | _ 
another ſeed inſtead of Abel whom Caine cw. Loe it is at hundred | O47 
and thirty yeares after and yet ſhee hath not forgotten the 'murderof | 
Caine, . The infamy of a finne will cleave long to a mans name; :[and | 
the gricfe of a crofle if itbe a ſtinging crofle indeed as this was; will | 
lielong upon the foule. Bur why ſaith ſhee a ſecede inftead of Abel, | 
it may be it was, becauſe ſhee ſaw little picty and goodnefle inthe | - 
other ſonnes and daughters: none of them was like be! in'religion | 
and godlinefſe. Bur for Seth ſhee underſtood that God would make 


Er : | him * OSS j 1 


Gen. 5.3- 


ee. 


En 


P—_ 


| 48 Gu, The Example of Cua p+4. 


| him-as good a man as <Abel, and therefore ſhee rejoycethein him, 
for 'a good Parent is little gladded in children, if they proove nox 
pious and gedly children, Gods children as well as his or herg, 
wherefore thoſe childrenthat would glad the hearts of their Parents, 
muſt {ct themſelyes to follow the waics of vertue, thattheir aged Pa. 
rents may have joy in them. | 
Now of Seth nothing is ſaid; but that he begat a Sonne at an hun. 
dred and five yeares'old, as the next Chapter ſhewes, calling him 
Emnoſh, that is, ſorrow or gricfe, becauſe of the many griefes and 
fſorrowes to which men are ſubjeR in this lite. Well may man have 
the name of ſorry given to him; ſo full of miſeries is he as 70b ſpake 
long after. Onely itis added, that in Seths daies men began to callon, 
the name of the Lord. It may be rendred (ſome thinke) the name of 
God was prophaned in calling on, that is, men grew then very pro. 
phane in a carelefſe abuſing Gods publike Service and Worſhip, 
Others thus, then was begun to call on the name of the Lord, that is, 
men began more publikely and religiouſly and openly to call onthe 
name of God, to profeſle true piety more carefully in publike afſem. 
blies. It notes inthe former {ence a growing worſe of thetimes, in 
the latter a growing better. Iam in doubt whether ſence to faſten 
upon, Ithinke rather of the twaine it is a taxing of the publike pro- 
fanation of God in abuſing his' worſhip, becaule it followes imme. 
diately upon the giving of the name Ezojb, ſorrowfull, miſerable, 
mortall-man, as a reaſon of that name, why did his Father call him 
ſo, becauſe Gods name then began to be prophaned in calling upon, 
| men grew more and more carelefſe and remiffſe in Gods ſervice, and' 
| did it in ſo bad” and negligent and indevour- a faſhion, as it was rather 
a profaning then a worſhipping or honouring of his name. And this 
feemeth the rathcrto be the meaning, becauſe there is little reaſon 
to thinke that .1Hdam and Seth did not long before this apply them- 
ſelves tothe carcfull worſhipping of God in their aſſemblies, and to 
'take allgood meancs to ſave themſclves from the corruption of rhe 
| Kaynites. Or it may be rendered, then it was begun to call by the 
| name of Lord, thatis, men began then to have that name giventhem 
of the ſons of God,andthis I like beſt of all the three, becauſe in the 
| rpioning of the txt Chapter (which continues the ſtory, and the 
fift Chapter is but a digreſſion put in to ſhew the age of the world at 
the floud) ir is ſaid, the ſonxes of God ſaw the daughters of the ſonnes 
| of men. Whereby itis apparent, that to the men that profeſſed true! 
| religion with Adam and Seth the name of the ſonnes of God Was 
| given, and tothe reſt the name of the ſonnes of men. The profeſſors 
of thetrue religion were called ſonnes of God, that did worſhip the! 
true God after the manner that God taught by «Adam. The other 
| were called ſonnes of men, that gave themſelves over to worldlineſſe, 
and vanity, and prophaneneſſe; for my part I ſuppoſe that before 
the floud rhere was no Idolatry, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt would 
| a0e have omitted the taxing of that finne as well as thoſe it doth 


- | taxc' 
— — « 8 - Q aav 


Me —_ —_— PE ——_ rw” Or noe oo 


oo ——_—_ 


Tut | Lamech,&c. Cuareys, 


eax2if it had beene then uſed in the world. But let ustake the words 
ro mcane, then it was begwn to call on the name of the Lord, and then 
it ſhall be addedas a commendation of Seth, that in his daics religion 
'began to flouriſh more then ever before, by his diligence joyning 
with his Father Adam, much more. reſpeR was had to picty, and 
greater numbers of men imbraced the profeſſion of piety. And this 


true religion,and to cauſe the name of God to be faithfully called up- 
on of many. 

| Now of the reſt of Adams ſeed there is a Catalogue made inthe 
fifth Chapter of all the ancient Fathers, from the firſt man _AHdaw 
to Noah, in whoſe daies the floud. fell our, by which it appearcs of 
what ſtanding the world was, when it was growne ſo corrupt, that 
the Lordcould no longer endure the manners of it. And inthis Ca- 
talogue the Holy Ghoſt rakes this order ; 1. He ſhewes of whar age 
every one was when he begar his eldeſt ſonne. How many yeares he 
lived after the birthpf that ſonne. 3. Howold he was when he died, 
[The number of the perſons arcinall ten, Adam, Seth, Enoch,Cainan, 
| Mahalaleel, Tared, Enoch, Methaſelah, Lamech, and Noah. Adama a 
hundred and thirty yeares begat Seth, and after lived cight hundred 
ycarces and had more children in that time, and died aged {nine hun- 
dredandthirty yeares. Adam was intruththe eldeſt man allthings 
[confidered, for though Mecthaſelah ow-lived him thirty nine yeares 
(for he was nine hundred faxty nine yeares, and Adam bur nine hin- 
dred andthirty) yet Methuſel4h was borne an infant, Ada was made 
apcrfe@ man the firſt day, andinthoſe times a man was but achild at 
thirty nine yeares, for no queſtion they would give their mindes to 
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— 


ground ſo ſoone as they were fit for ir. So Adars' perfett cſtate at 
the firſt countervyailed the living of forty yearcs and more. Seth he li- 
ved a hundred and five yeares and begat Eros, and living cight hun- 
(dred and ſeven yeares begat divers more children, and ended his 
daies at nine hundred and two. Enos lived ninety yeares and begar 
' Cainan, &c. as you may reade inthe ftory. Nothing is mentioned 
of any one but the length of his life, the time when hee had his firſt 
ſonne, and that hee had more ſonnes. Onely of Henech it is noted 
that he walked with God, that is, lived ameſt holy life and thathe 
died not at all, but was tranſlated after hee had lived three hundred 
ſixty five yeares. The Lord ſhortned the daics of his pilgrimage, and 
rewarded his ſingular picty with taking him up to Heaven, ſoule and 
body immediately without dying. He was changed without any ſc- 
parating of his ſpirit from his body, and in him we have anexample 
what ſhould have beenethe courſe that God would haveraken withall 
men if man had continued in the ſtate of innocency, wiz. he ſhould 
not have died, foule and body ſhould never have departed one from 
[the other, bur after aman had proceeded in godlineſſe, till hee had 
gotten ſo large a meaſure of ir, as inthis life hee could (for change 
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ought to be the care of every good man to further the progreſſe of 


marriage in that newneſſe of the world, paucity of men, and plenty of , 
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Adam were perteR habitually yer not atually, Imeane though hee | 
| had an ability-to attaine perfe knowledge of God andthe creatures, 
yer hee had not. yet aQtually' gotten all ſuch knowledge as hee was 
to get both of God and of the creatures) then ſhould he have becne 
tranſlated into Heaven to ſee God immediately and to know him bet. | 
ter then in this life hecould be knowne. Sinne entring cauſed death, 
| had notthat come in we ſhould have gone to Heaven without death | 
as this Henoch did. | 
Now out &f all theſe things written concerning theſe Ancients the; 
direct parents of our Lord, wee gather this, that dearth is common || 
toall, and how long ſocver a man lives ar laſt hee muſt leave the 
world, andtherefore we learne twothings principally. 
- Firſt, to prepare for death, that whenſoever it bctalleth wee may 
change for the better not forthe worſe, and this preparation for death 
| muſt be. not alone alittle before it comes, or at the houre of its ap. 
proach,burt in the whole courſe of our lite by beginning early to re. 
| pent and continuing daily to rurne and renew our repentance, that ſo 
we may getan alluranceof our being taken from earthto Heaven : for 
hethat begins unfaignedly to turne to God and ſo continues,hee ſhall 
ſurcly be ſaved, and for the moſt part ſhall obtaine before his departure 
hence att afſiyred apprehenſion of his ſalvation. Therefore hee muſt 
(as Hendch: did) walke with God in a continuall care of obeying 
him, and labowring: to hold faſt a conſtant perſwaſion of his favour 
and. love to him in his Sonne, for it is teſtified of Enoch, that he plea- 
ſed God; fo'that what in Geneſis is called' a walking with God, that 
S.Paul calls pleafing of Ged,and alſothart by faith he was tranſlated that| 
he ſhould not ſee }  Pagniory by his beleeving and reſting upon Gods 
,Ffor ſo it is ſaid, hebeleeved that God was and was a rewardey of 
them that diligently ſeeke him,which finding himſclfe to do, he reſolved 
that God would reward him : So muſt cach of us walke with God,con- 
ſtantly reſolve and indeavour to pleaſe God in all things, and retaine 
in our ſelves an affured peaſwaſton,that God will graciouſly accept and 
reward us in Chriſt, withgiving us litecternall and cauſing us never to 
{ce the ſecond death : rhough we muſt not be freed from the firſt, for 
that was the ſpeciall priviledge of Z#och and Zhah and was never gran- 
ted to any otherthat we read. Labourtherfore'to hold faſt in your ſouls! 
afirme perſwafion of Gods loveto you in Chriſt, and withall a firme 
parpar of pleaſing him inall things. Let ſincere truth of obedience be 
yned with a firme perſwaſion of Gods loye,/and the firme periwaſion 
of Gods love be joyned with a fincere indeavour of obedience, then 
death thall never come anuſle,then youare alwaies ready for it,So D4- 
| pſal.119.166. | il ſaithg77 have boped in thy ſalvation and deve thy Commandements. So 
| , | thenit we would be ready for God we muſt doe two things, Turne to 
him and'walke with him. Toturne is to begin to walke with God, to} 
walke wich God is toicontinue toturneto him,Q yethat have not begun! 
to turne doe it to-day, turne' now, call 'to mind your former evil! 
| waics' to judge your ſelves for them, to lament them, to ſeks > 
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[1abourto reſt yourſelves upon his goodneſſe in Chriſt for pardonand 


| ruptions 'of the world and their owne, ſome a longertime and ſome a 


God in Chriſt forgiveneſſe of them and power againſt them, and 


helpe, and ſo have you made your peace, then keepe your peace | 
by aconſtant indeayour to pleaſe God in holineſle of life, and a con- 
ſtant renewing of your aſſured perſwaſion of his love. O happy man 
he that can ſo fir himſelfe for his latter end. Brethren let the mention 
of the deaths of ſo many aged perſons, make you carcfull to prepare 
for death; you that be young doeit, becauſe death takes away young | 
menas well asold, and youthat be old docit,becauſe yon may mecte 
with it very ſuddenly,and muſt needs mecte with it aforeit be long. 

Againe, you ſeetheſelong-liv'd men here, wreſtling with che cor- 


ſhorter,but all in compariſon of our ſelves a great while. The longeſt 
lived man. for number of dayes was cMethuſelah who lived nins 
hundred fixty nine yeares, but for perfeRion of life TAdam, who li. 
ved a perfect man nine hundred and thirty yeares. The ſhorteſt lived 
of all the Parriarkes was Noahs Father, eMethuſclahs Sonne, Lamech, 
for he lived ſeven hundred ſeventy and ſeyen yeares, and died the 
yeere before rhe floud, alittle before his Father Merhuſelah, who li- 
yedrill that very yearetharthe floud came anddrowned all, and was 
taken away that he might not ſcethe loud. 
Now why did God lengthen out thedaiecs of the Patriarkes 2 
I anſwer, chiefely to maintaine the knowledge of God and true re- 
- hp world, that by the long life of one godly man, the truth 
which then was nor put in writing, but by word of mouth delivered 
from man ro man might be kept morepure and undefiled. Adamlived 
till Merhuſelah was two hundred forty and three yearces old. Methuſe. 
lab lived till Sem che Sonne of Noah was one hundred yeares lacking 
two; ſo that Sem talked with him that had talked with Adam, who 
could acquaint him with all things concerning thecreatures,the fall and 
thepromiſed ſeed our of his certaine knowledge and experience, he 
had beene made of nothing, he had ſeene all perteRions, and Methuſe- 
lah could tell it to Sew, and Sew lived to ſee T1/aac borne and a 
Father. Sothat Iſaac might ſpeake mouthto mouth with 
him that had ſpoken with him that had ſpoken | 
with LAHdemrhe firſt man that ever was. 


Was not this a notable con- 
firmation of his 
Faith. 
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x Ee have propounded particular Examples unto 

} you hitherto,as alſo rhe Scriprures have done. 

Now following them, wee muſt ſer before: 

your eyes the Examples of an whole multi. 

tude, even of :n whole World, full of men! 

and women, that gave themſelves ro worke' 

) wickednefle before the Lord. Iris called in 

| * Scripture, the old World, and the world of un-| 2 P2t.245, 

| | godly... In the ſpace of a 1656, yeares the 

' generation of mankind was growne to that height and exorbitancie 

of wickedneſſe, that the patience of God could no longer endure 

' them. | 

| Now concerning this Old World we will ſhew you threethings. | 

I, Their ſinnes. - 2. The goodnefle of God to them notwithſtan-| 

ding their fianes. 2: The ſevere puniſhment thar fell upon them at the! NP; 

| laſt, andſo will make uſe of all. Wer hp ents 

and more particularly. In generall, the ſinne of man is ſaidto be great, 

| and that-every imagination of the thought of his heart was evill and one- RanGge 

ly evill and that continually, Secondly, it is ſaid, that all fleſh had cor- Ver 11, 
F 3 S rupted 


RY | the old werld.| 
Firſt, for their finnes, the Holy Ghoſt fets them ovt in generall,  1.1n generall, 
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houſe, 


Mat.24.37,38. 


| I Pet. 3.20. 
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Gods mercy 
to them, 
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Why finne was] growrh of ſinne in thoſe times. 1. The long life of men, for ler an 
ſo great then.) ynſanRified man continue long,and he will grow more and more fin- 


3.1a particular, 


rupted his way upon the earth. So their naughtineſſe was remarkeable 
in theſe rwo reipeds, it was exceeding hainous and grieyons in that 
they committed great and fowle finnes, in great abundance with grear 
witfullnefſe, and gave themſelves to add finne to finne, doing no- 
thing but plodding and contriving wickednefle, and then all men! 


given over to] gave themſelvesover tothe ſame bad courſe, you could not finde a: 


inning, excepi| man that made ſcarce a ſhew of goodnefle out of Noahs houſe. When | 
ſome in Noabs 


all conſent rogether to fel] over themſelves to worke 1niquity, and: 
| grow paſt ſhime or feare, running into moſt grievous and notorious | 
ſinnes with greedinefſe and wilfullnefle, this is very offenſive to Al-: 
| mighty God, and will certainely provoke his wrarh to bring upon 
them ſome fearefull and heavie puniſhments. | 

Divers reaſons may be thought of that cauſed this exceeding great 


full the longer he continues. Sinne by frequent exerciſe growes more 
{and more violent and head-ſtrong. So living agreart ſpacc of timethey 
grew above meaſure naught. 

2. They had ſtrong and able bodies together with health and ability 
ro enjoy the things of this life, 

3. Theyhad great peace in regard they all lived under apaternal! 
governement, the agedſt inthe family” ſtill ng acktowledged the 
governour of the family, and they had all one langaage and fo no 
great cauſe of controverfie, and one religion too, it is like,ſeeing the 
Patriarkes lived ſo long, that they were immediately taught of God, 
ſaverhatthey degenerated to prophaneneſfle and the molt became of 
no religion, and ſo did not warre with the contrary little partie, un- 
lefſeit were with jeſts,ſcoffes and contumelies, Long life, grear ſtrength, 
| great peace begat great wickedneſle. 
| But more particularly the Lord takes notice here of their 1. Un-| 
lawfull and carnall marriages, 2. Of their violence and opprefſion. 
And our Saviour telleth of their great worldlineſſe, that did fell 
overthemſelves to temporall dealings, and cared nothing for better 
things; and S.Perer tells of their obſtinacy in finning, and cheir not | 
belecving nor regarding, they were diſobedient whileſt the long ſuffe- 
ring of God waited in the daies of Noah. Yea our Saviour telleth of 
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to uſe the meanes of reclaiming ſinners, to ſee if it be poflible to| 
winne them, Gods bounty taketh paines as it were to breake mans A 
finfull heart. So God reſolved to continue ſtriving but fora hundred | 
land twenty yeares, and all that while he determined to continue this \ 
courſe of gentlencfie, and withall hee uſed in that time the miniſtery 
of Noah. who was therefore called a Miniſter and Preacher of righ- 
teouſnelle by S, Peter, that he might reducethem to ſome repentance | * 25. | 
and amendment ; theretore is it ſaid, The long-ſuffering of God waited 
in Noahs dates, and in all this ſpace they had great ourward mer- 
cies. Yea rhere were men of great ſtature borne which prooved alſo 
men of great renowne for wealth, riches, honeurs and outwardemi- 
nencies, ſo thatthey felt no manner of puniſhment almoſt in earth- | 

ly things, but were reſerved to that great and heavie puniſhment | 
which waited for them art laſt, even to the deluge or floud of| 
waters. 

God made all the great deepes to breake up, and the ſprings tO | Their m_ 
over-flow, ſo that the waters guſhed up from the ground, and then | *<** 
opened the windowes of Heaven, and cauſed all the waters from | 
above to fall downe, till at length the raine continuing for the | | 
ſpace of forty daies, and the waters finding ſo violent an | The Deluge. 
iſſue upwards, the whole carth and all the higheſt mountaines | 
were covered with water fifteene cubits, that is, acubit being coun- | 
ted for halte a yard, ſeven yards and an halfe high, to the cutting | | 
off of all the ſonnes and daughters of Adam, and of all the birds 
and beaſts that could not live inthe water, ſave thoſe few that were 
in the Arke with Noh, who beſides his preaching by the ſigne 
of _—_ the Arke did warne.them bur all in vaine of the follow- | 
ing floud. | | 

So you have the ſumme of the ſtory of the old World in theiz. 
finfullnefle, and Gods forbearance for a long time, and Gods ſeveri- 
ty and their miſery at the laſt. Let us make due uſes now of all. For | The uſes of 
the chicfe thing in ſuch ſtories as theſe is to make Ryooe uſe,becauſe | *! 
theſe are ſer forth for an Example tothem thar ſhall hereafter live un- 

godlily. For their ſoules alſo periſhed eternally as well as their bo- 
dies, for anything that can be learn'd out of Scripture ro the con- 
| trary, except thar we may conceive, the Lord might be mercifull to 
the ſoules of infants, that were not of age to make ule of the meanes 
\that ſhould have brought the reſt to repentance, nor did not rynne 
| tothe ſame extremity of wickednefle, unlefle I ſay wee may hope 
[in charity thar God would ſhew compaſſion on the ſoules of theſe, 
[the men of yeeres periſh ſoule and body both. Now what uſes 
| muſt wee make, 1. Of their ſinnes, 2. Of Gods patience, 3» Of 
| 
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| Gods ſeverity. Of their finnes we muſt make divers uſes. | 
| Firſt, to take notice of our owne corrupt nature that is ready to 
grow ſo extreamely naught. For weealſo arc the poſterity of 4dam, 
and havethe ſame corruption of nature that theſe had, and our _ 
nations and the torme and frame of our hearts and all our thoug - 
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| will be onely evill continually, if God give us to our ſelves, and 
' there is not one of us that wonld not grow unjuſt, yolup: vous, 
| worldly, violent, and moſt exrreamely wicked in every kinde of 
wickedneſfle, as occaſion would offer it ſ{elte, it the Lord did not! 
hold us backe, either by reſtraining or ſanRifying, or both. To! 
him let us give the praiſe of our being reſtrained or ſanRified, and 
let us conteſſe his goodneſſe that doth not give us over to all Jicen. | 
tiouſneſſe, ro commit all wickednefle with greedinefle. An hearty 
praiſing of God for delivering us from notorious ftatvllnefle, js a 
teſtimony of ſome grace. Mans heart 1s apt toturne {uch freecome 
into matter of ſwelling and ſelfe- conceitedneſle, if our lee badnefie 
makes us more thankefull and humble not haughty and arrcganr, it is 
a ſigne of ſome truth of goodnefle. Put innocency joyned with 
{welling, lifting up our ſelves and deſpiſtng others, is no better then 
that of the Phariſee. This is the firſt uſe of their fin. | 
Thencxt is to teach us to take heed of ſuch wickedrefſe, that great | 
ſinnes may not grow common, but that there may be ſome ro oppoſe 
the reſt, ſome ro mourne for the reſt, and to take care of kceping 
| themſelves unſpotted in the world, that ſo great and publike puniſh- 
| ments may be kept back. Let us every way ſtrive to cauſe thar finnes | 
| grow not huge and univerſal], that they come not roan high degree 
and tocommonneſſe, ſothat all joyne in them; for thenlikely ſome 
[great and heavy calamity muſt inſue. With us finnes do grow very 
(great, orear faults are committed by many, but yet we are to praiſe 
| God that all flcſh hath not corrupted their waies, there be ſome 
' ' . . . 
| though but few-in compariſon of the multitude, yer I fay ſome,thar 
\ſetthemſelves againſt the great and common iniquitics, which may 
give us ſome hope, that the Lords chaſtiſements ſhall tollow us one- 
ly for reformation, not for utter extirpation of the Nation. Let us 
all uſe our beſt diligence to hinder the greatnefſe and commonneſle 
'of ſinne , that wee may prevent deſtroying and all- devouring 
| blowes. | 
| A third uſe from their ſinnes is that we be carefull to avoid theſe 
particular finnes, or to repent of them and to reforme them, if wee 
' have committed them. | 
1. Take great heed of making carnall marriages with perſons fin- 
full and wicked for beauties ſake, or any ſuch carnall reſpe&. For 
If it offend God that men be lewd to take wives voide of true reli- 
' gion and piety becauſe of their faireneſſe, then ſurely ro be fo farre 
' over-ruled with gaine or any other carthly conſideration, as for theſe | 
things: fake to make matches with carnall and navghty men muſt 


-_ 


| 


| s offend God. Let no man doe fo therefore, Jet picty I ſay | 
| piety be the match-maker, let beauty, riches, and all ſuch things | 
| come-after in the ſecond or third place, and letno man for any re- | 
ſpe& of face, faire ſtate,cc. marrie themſelves to foule conditions, - 
foule manners, falſe religion, wicked converſation. Surely that which ' 
[wayes 'aman moſt in matrimony, ſwayes him moſt in his m_ | 
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life, this being one of the maine matters that concerhe hit in his 
[life. 1f godlincfſe and religion be not of force to command usinthis | 
' | thing ircannot be conceived that we have any ſound knowledge of it; 
and if outwardthings ſway us moſt here, they have the ſoyeraignty 
land dominion of our hearts. Shew your ſelves ſpirituall in choice 
of yoke-fellowes, if you will enjoy the comfort of being ſo ingood | 
earneſt and in ſincerity. And if any have done otherwiſe, O let them 
be much humbled, irisa great fault an hazarding of ones ſelfe to des 
ftrution or of his children, a figne thatone doth not rightly know ; 
neither finne or goodnefle, if in this matter wickedneſſe cannot dif 
grace all other things, and vertue over-ballance all other,andithere-- 
fore if God have made ſuch a match very diſmall and unhappie to | 
| any one, and that they have found theſe things unableto give con- | 
tent, and with theſe they have beene + turned aſide from the right | 
way ; let them acknowledge the juſtice of God and nirne the pu 
aiſhments into a meanes of unfained repentance for the finne. It is 
juſt with God to crofle mens falſe opinions of things,and makethem | 
meete with wretchedneſle, where they did falſely and unwarranably | 
iſe to themſelves contentment, as they doe moſt times in ſuch 
Linde of ill made marriages. If any good man haves tranſgiciled,, 
he is now called to repentance for it, by Gods band: croſſing, arid 
Gods Word bar (2:8 4 Wag bo ru all 
: Againe, beware Ipray-you of the next fine, 'vie. uhjuſtice and: 
violence, that is, taking away the goods of others by ſtrong hand; 
whether by manifeſt violence,or by violent wreſting/afd abuſing of! 
law throngh ſtrength of wir, or purſc, orboth, To-take away, chat 
from another by any manner of ſtrength which is hisinrighr thatibi| y.;_-- cc 
violence. God hath often in his Word ſpaken againſtithis, for the:| ic is. 
waters of the floud havenot yet waſhed it out, butithath place inthe! | 4 great fin. | 
world (till. Thoſe thar are ſtronger then others will wrehch and pull, 
and make a ſhift to tug all they can unto themſelves, though they 
have no rightunro ſuch things, covetouſneſie and greedy defires be- 
get opprefſion to fatisfie ſuch an unſatisfiabledefire ; + Dowd com- 
plaines, ' P/#.55.9. that bee hath ſcene violence in the citie, and Pſal, 
11.5. Hin that loves violence his ſoule hateth. By violence men tread-| 
under foot che light of nature, and bury their reaſon in ' paſſion -and 
| under it, It isthe property of beaſts to be lead by will and paſhon, | 
what they deſire tohave if they can poſhbly pet ig by any q 
|or power-they will have it, rules of right, they acknowledge tons | 
(nor can acknowledge, becaufe they want reaſon, which is the ſole 
( diſtingaifher betwixr right and: wrong, Bur man that hath rezſoc 
| which can ſcr downe limits and bounds.to every apes polſelions 
ſo-much 89 his 
| 


and bencfirs, ſhould follow his ircaſon arid not 
hand tan'reach and pull udroir ſelfe, ' bug alpne that which he findes: 
the riilesiof cquiry to give him.He that doth otherwiſe:dothiofititely 


treſpaſſe upon Gods ay cue the whale world, for -he dath not 
carrio imlelte inhis great family acconding-to the! will of him-that | 
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is the ſole. maker and maſter of it, and fo lives as if himſclfe were] 
Maſter and chiefe Lord, and not bound to any rules but thoſe of his 
| owne will, ''Violence therefore is a grievous finne. It will bring 
Gods curſe, andanger, and. hatred upon the commitrer. A violent 
man is odious inthe world and in Heaven too, his loye of himſelfe 
makes him ijurious to all, and therefore alſo .loathſome. Flie 
violence therefore cither of hand or head, and take nothing but what 
if-true right you can proveto be your owne, and if you have gorten 
anything by violence, repent of it, and rid your hands of it, elſe 
the hand of God ſhall be heavic upon you for it, he will bring your | 
violence upon your owne 'patcs. 

' And know I beſeech you, that as there be two ſorts of violent 
beaſts ſoof mien. ' You knowthere be 'Lions, and Beares,and Tigers, 
and great creatures that prey upon the weaker as upon the Sheepe, / 
the Cowe,e#c. and then_there be little beaſts too that prey upon the 
leſſer, as the Weezle on the Mouſe and on Chickens;and ſuch like that | 
beleſſer then themſelves. Sothere be two ſorts of violent men too, 
thegreat and'wealthie man, and the poore and meaner man. . The one | 
can bearc our his violence openly, and doth it in greater things. 'The 
other doth ir more cloſely and: in lefler things, but both will have, 
what equity doth not give them by one orotherſhift or wile,or at of 
his hand. And truly as great wickedneflc is found in poore,men this 
way as in the wealthier: "He that is as bad as:his place will ſuffer, | 
is'as wicked a man as another that in higher place ismoreapparant-| 
ly- wicked. ' Give the Weezle the fangs and limmes of a Lion; hee| 
willdoe as much miſchicfe as a Lion. . Therefore the poore robbing 
#he:poore is compared to.a ſweeping raine that leaueth' no - food, and 
none*more violent then theſe! little violent ones. when they . can tell 
how: to make way and beare out their violence, will not you ſecit 
evidently in the boldnefle of the poorer ſort to ſteale corne at this 
timeof the yeare. Hethatwill pull apiece of ones ſheafe from him, 
if hee were a great Prince. of name and power, would pull - his 
| whole living from him. Beware thereforc-of thoſe unjuſt waies of 
;getting which are under your-hands,: and.in your powers. incident 
(to your places, -- repent of: them, 'ſhun+them,- and: forbeare. them 
for:conſcience' ſake, that you may not provoke Gods wrath againſt 
| --Purther;:the men of this time were cxtreamely worldly as our 
Lord Jeſus 'noterh; they ſold over themſclves to the world, and ca- 
red not 'for: Noahs preaching, nor for any thing that might concernc 
 theieſoules,: but: ſold over themſelves to carthly dealing asyoureade 
in.Late 27.2 6,27. 'O be not many of you ſuch, arc not your hearts 
fully: poſſeſſed with all carthlineſſe. Doe-not you ſer your ſelves al- 
a eckings of this: life. with: the meero.negle! of that | 

y ap rune gage rae [rhoſe'  _ ſo _ SING 
Arhoifts, ' UW not thorough y':belcev e that immortality of the | 
foule;.nor'theibcing of another world, For were. cvery ak _ 
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fully perſwaded that his ſoule ſhould continue for ever in another 
| world cithcr in cternall weale or woe, it were not poſſible for him, 
not to conſider of the eſtate to come as well as of the ſtate preſent, 
:f we did as well know and belceve that there is an Hell and Heaven, | q 
aschat there is ancarth and in ir miſery and welfare,we could nor but | 

bc as ſtudious to ger the furure happineſle and eſcape the furure miſery | 

as the preſent. I pray you therefore ſtrive againſt that ſinne of | | 
[the old World, viz. giving up your ſelves cxceſfively tothe world, | | 
and put your ſclves in minde of a world that is to come, and minde | | 
the things that are above and ſer your affeftions on rhem. Tf: you 

ſo performe workes of Gods Worſhip, as that they weane you not | 

from the world, you doe them but hypocritically, you have alone : 

the forme and not the: power of godlinefle, Though a man uſe not | 

| violence, yet if hee be exceſſively worldly che Word of God is | | 
choaked in him, and will not bring torth the fruit of eternall lifeun- ! 
to him. 

Another fin of the old World is, they abuſed Gods long-ſuffering | 4Diſobedienc, 
and Noahspreaching,and gat no manner of knowledge of the long threge- | 7 2e*3-20; 
ned floud,nor no care of amending their lives, This is a fearefull ching | c:me upon 
to get nothing by Gods patience or by the labours of the, Mini- | them and they 
ters whom he ſends to teach and watne us. This ſhewesthar; the | ©" otbins- 
Divell hath blinded their eyes, that finne hatkhardened the hearts 
[and that a man hath given over himſclfe to the ſervitude of ſame. 
luſt: this is a great wrong to Gods ;goodnefſe and atxhofity both, 
{and it brings ſcvere puniſhments, for in aggravating thefinnes of men 
it muſt needs aggravare the puniſhment alſo. O brethren conſideriaf 
po ſelves if you be not guilty of this finne. How long. hath God _ 

e ſtriving to pull you out of your finnes. How much patience, 
hath he ſhewed; how much reaching have you heard, and yer alas 
the old World got as much by Gods kindnefle to them as you doe 
and you no more then they. Many of you know nothing of your 
 miſcrable eſtate. As little be you acquainted with the truths youare 
taught every day, asthey were with the floud that came upon them, 
as little doth our preaching prevaile to worke you to amendment, as 
did the preaching of Nach with them. We may well comfort our 
ſelves in this, that our ſucceſle is no worſe then Neahs, and alſo la 
| ment that it is no better. Indeed you have not had ſo tnany yeeres br 
| preaching - as the *'old World had, but conſider it - with the | * 120. |] 

proportion to | your lives and you have more. | | Then men 
uſed to live ſome ſeven, cight, - or - nine hundred yeeres. : Loe 
God gave them a Preacher a long time, and at length determined 
the very yecreof the floud, itſhall/be alundred and' twenty: yeeres | 
hence, and fo from yeare to yeare lefle as the yeeres went up. Yee 
{have lived-and died (many of you that -be dead) under the Mingfte- - 
ry. Indeed we cannot tell you the! yeere: of your/deatli,or bring you 
tidings of a loud of water to :overfiow you alrogerher, but of a.river 
of fire and brimſtone to overflow and overwhelme you one afterore 
| we 
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wee can tell you from God, 'and you feare this floud of brim. | 
ſtone no more then they did that floud of water. O repent of 
your long impenitency and miſerable unbelecte and wilfull igno. 
rance of Gods threats, and other things that are continually taught 
you out of the Word. And now ceaſe to imitate this world of: 
ungodly men, but apply your ſclves to flie from the wrath to 
come and from the vengeance thar muſt overtake all wilfull ſinners, 
I beſeech you lay to heart the things you heare, take notice of 
them, beleeve them, and ſet your ſelves ro amend your lives and 
caſt away all your finnes, which this old World did not but ſhould 
have done: be better I ſay be better then they were, and ler their 
wickedneſſe teach you ſome goodnefle, When will it once be that 
you will know and belceve the threats of God and his promiſes? 
when will it once be that you will ſubmit your ſelves to thoſe 
that are as Noah was, Preachers of righteouſheſle, and ſecke ro get 
the righteouſneſſe of faith, which Noah would not have gotten him- 
ſelfe, if it had not beene the ſame that hee preached to others? 
Now I pray you at laſt to exceede this generation of wicked men. 
And theſe uſes you muſt make of their wickednefle. 
| Nowof Gods patience towards them in giving them all outward 
proſperity and long deferring the exceurion of his wrath, and ſen. 
ding No«h by preaching and building the Arke to draw them to' 
e ; learne firſt to praiſe God for the like long-ſuffering to 
us, and ufing the like meancs to bring us to repentance and to lite 
eternall. Te is the ſame God that ruled the world at thoſe times 
who rulcth us alſo at this time, and he diſcovers the ſame vertues 
(in his governing. O how patient is God now alſo « how. great 
[Care doth he take to leade us to repentance alſo? How many out- 
| ward benefits have wee © This goodnefſe of God towards them 
chat periſh, whereby he tooke ſuch order and care for them, that 
they might have eſcaped perdition if they would have made uſe of 
| his meanes is not ſufficiently heeded nor obſerved. Might not the 
|werld then have eſcaped both drewning and hellroo, if they would 
(have hearkened to Noah and belceyed him, and followed his in- 
| ſtrutions. Did any thing but their owne wilfullneſſe and heedlcl- 
neſſe ſhut them out of the Arke and out of Heaven,and thruſt them 
downe into the Deluge and into Hell Brethren, God magnifies 
tus mercies to the veſſells of wrath, he doth labour to bring them 
out of their ill eſtate, he hath not ceaſed for many yeares to in- 
| rice them to repentance by his long-ſuffering. Certaincly this 
| ſhould magnific Gods goodneſle to us. and make us 'to applaud 
him exceedingly, and acknowledge the ,brightncſſe of his Juſtice 
in their furure- deſtruction. O' how juſt -was God in the drow- 
ning of theſe 'men £ is hee not as juſt in the damning of the fin-' 
ner now 2 Lord be thou —— for:thy mercy and forthy juſtice, 
nad let the one ſerve to cleare the other, and both ro commend 
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Againe, I pray you now the, the ſecond time to make a good 
aſe of Gods clemencie to you. He ſent but one Noah to all the 
| world, who yet is ſaid to condemne the world, He ſends amoneſt | 
you to every towne almoſt one to tell you. of the judgement to 
| COM, and to [tirre you up to repentance. Now be intreated to 
hearken and obey, and to get you to the Arke. Brethren wee doe 
| here in Gods name offer you aſſurance of pardon of finne, and free- 
'dome from hell and death, if you will accept it, O let not our prea- 
ching bein vaine. Come, come into the Arke, come into Chriſt 
by true faich, into whom you are come by Baptiſme in reſpe& of 
outward profeſſion, The Arke was afigure of Chriſt, and Bap- 
tiſme is as it were the Arke: O labour for the true Baptiſme with 
the Spirit that you may ſhunne and eſcape the Deluge of Gods 
| eternall wrath and vengeance. Let us not preach to you in vaine as 
Noah did tothe old worid. And preſent to your ſelves the hideouſ- 
ncfle of that plague, O how did mens hearts ake within them 2 
[how did horrour take hold upon them, when they ſaw the wa- 
ters rage ſo furiouſly? O now did they find that in experience 
which they would not beleeve by Noahs preaching ! What cry- 
ng, what roaring, what lamentation did fill the Cities and Villa- 
'ges? they did nor die of a ſudden as in the overflowing of the Sea, 
butthey died by degrees, they had rime to get up upon hills and 
trees, and to foreſee and fore-feare their choaking by waters afore 
kt came, and to ſee the Beaſts many Py before them, many 
looking for the ſame ruine with them. Doth not this floud per- 
[taine to you £ Doth not.it pertaine to you alſo? Doe you not here 
ſee, 1. The Omnipotent power of God, and his abſolute and ſove- 
nigne command over all creatures. The Seaand Springs are his and 
will breake out upon us. The Cloudes and Waters above are his and 
will fall downe upon usto revenge his quarrell. Heis Lord of Hoſts, 


ſhall he threaten and not performe, who hath the whole world at 
band to be ſerviceable unto him. If we would repreſent the Lord 
before our eyes according to his fearefull greatnefle, ſo as to make 
us tremble and depart from finne, happie were wee. Doth not 
Chriſt ſend us to the old World, and doth not Peter alſo minde us 
of this deſtruction by water. Surely the Lord Is aterrible God ſtill, 
he is now as terrible, as he ſhewed himſclfe then in the overthrow 
by waters. 
' Againe, you muſt in this plague ſee the juſtice of God, his will 
to puniſh ſinners by inflicting great evill upon them, that ſo you may 
yet make the feare of him the more ſtedfaſt and more effeuall, tor 
as hee is of power to cruſh the higheſt and ſtouteſt and thoſe of grea- 
teſt power inthe world, ſo he is reſolved upon this courſe, and will 
lurely declare his excellency by making them ſmoake with moſt 
heavie calamities, that dare advance themſelves againſt his authori- 
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will not hold them innocent, though he deferre many daies, yet will 
the heavineſle of the ſtroake anſwer the delay. The floud was long a 
comming, but being come it's furious and irreſiſtible, and wipes out 
all the ſonnes of men ſparing none. The Lord can finde in his hear! 
to execute hideous evills upon ſinners. Let them if they pleaſe fan- 
cie a God wholy conſiſting of mercy, they ſhall find him ſuch as his 
Word deſcribeth, not as they themſelves have counterfeited , 
hee will recompence vengeance on his Adverſaries, hee will not 
pitic their .cries nor groanes, Hee will not be melted with their 
complaints, but utterly deſtroy them according as his Word hath 
ſpoken, | | 

: Behold alſo the equity of Gods proceeding, hee anſwers their 

ſinnes with the kindeand meaſure of puniſhment. Great finnes and 
great waters. All fleſh corrupted with ſinne, and all fleſh cut off for! 
{inne, the earth filled with violence and now filled with waters, 
None tooke care to forbeare almoſt any finne but Noah, and none 
eſcapes but Noah. No multitude of finners can ſave them out of his. 
hand, as all ſinned fo all periſh. This great and heavie judgement 
ſhould be often in ourthoughts, we ſhould thinkethus, if God ſpared 
not the old World neither will bee ſpare ts. It is S.Peters inference, and 
it is a great ſinne in us, that we doe not often put our ſelves in minde 
of theſe things to frame our ſelves to humble obedience. 

Ifany ſay,but God hath promiſed never againe to deſtroy the world 
by water. 

I anſwer, true, buthe hath never promiſed not to drowne finners, 
neither hath he promiſed not to puniſh them with puniſhments a 
fearefull as this of perifhing by waters. God hath great variety of 
weapons to wound his enemies; if he hath renounced the uſe of one;he 
| hathothers enough totake up torthat purpoſe. And Brethren, I pray 
you take notice of what S. Petey tells us of, That as the world thy 
2 Pct.3.6,7. | then was did periſh being drowned in the waters, ſo the world that non 
| #5 ſhall periſh by fire, for hetelleth us, that #t i by the ſame word re- 
"De SI ſerved for fire kept in ſtore againſt the time to come. The Prophet Exod: 
foretold of that great day before Noah foretold of this deluge. That 
day is longer before it come, but it ſhall be more terrible when it 
»Pet.3.1% | Comes, for the heavens ſhall paſſe away with a noiſe, as the holy Apo- 

ſtletells you. Now asthe righteous Noah ſhewed a way how to Eſcape 
that water,even repent andget into the Arke,ſo we ſhewa way howto 
eſcape that fire, repent and turne unto the Lord, otherwiſe when he 
ſhall comein flames of fire, youſhall receivethe judgement of eternall 
deſtruction from before the preſence of his glory. 

Brethren,I beſeech you ſo to ponder upon thar great miſery which fell 
| upon the old World, that youmay be the better for knowing allthe 
paſſages of ſo ſtrange a ſtory. It wasthefirſt remarkeable judgement, 
| No generall calamity that we reade of did come upon the world till 


| 


| then, The firſt and laſt aRts of juſtice will be moſt ſevere, and the laſt 
| likely ſeyerer then the firſt. 
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The Lord gave tothe men of this old World a very long life, and | 
very great outward bencfits,and ſhewedtothem exceeding great long- 
ſuffering, why ſo 2 but becauſe he would firſt, as he delighteth to do, 
proove men with benefits. As if he ſhould have ſaid, I will proove 
Adams ſonnes with the fruites of my favour, They ſhall have time 
enough to repent, ſome eight or nine hundred yeares,and they ſhall be 
allured by all proſperity, nothing but comforts ſhall come upon them 
for a long time, but if they will not profit by this gentleneſſe, I will 
ſhorten their lives by halfe, having taken away all thoſe fearcfull ſin- 
| ners by a floud of waters. You fee Gods diſpleaſure againſt 
| finne, O atlaſt profitby it and learneto be righteous, there 

is no way to eſcape Gods judgements, bur by fol- 
lowing after righteouſneſle, this courle 
take, and you ſhall be ſafe, 
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>» Ne godly man is worth a whole million of 

> finners, as appearcth in that the Lord made 

more reckoning of one Noah then of all the 

world of the ungodly. Having laid before 

you the bad Example of that moſt wicked 

generation which lived before the floud, I 

will now ſpeake of one godly man which 

lived in the ſame times with them, and ſaw 

them all ſwept away with the beſome of 

deſtrution. His name was Noah, the word fignificth reſt, and we 


have a reaſon given us of impoſing that name by his Father, Gey. 
5.29. This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our worke and the toyle of 
| 087 hands, becauſe of the ground which the Lord hath curſed, Iris ſome- 
| what doubtfull how Noah was a comforter to the godly Patriarckes 
1n reſpect of their troubles of all kinds, both thoſe they tooke in ſtri- 
ving againlt the bad men of their times, and the common labours! 
of life in regard of the curſe that was gon out againſt mans ſinne. 
The moſt probable opinionis as I thinke, thar becauſe he was a Prea- 


cher of rightcouſnefſe, and did more largely and plainely denounce 
Gods wrath againſt ſinners, and his bleſſing ro.che godly (for a Prea- 
cher of righteouſneſſe muſt needs doe bark theſe things) —_— 
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he gave much refreſhing to the ſoules of the godly, and made all their 
 labours cafie, Even as now if Gods people have a painefull Mini- 
ſter amongſt them, that ceaſeth not to acquaint them with Gods 
mercy and juſtice, and to revivethe remembrance of Heaven and all 
the Promiſes intheir hearts, they live much more comfortably, then 
any outward thing without this helpe could make them to live. So it 
was in thoſe times alſo with thoſe godly Patriarkes. Againe, as it 
would be a great comfort to good men now, it any man were ſent 
by God to aſſure them of the laſt day of judgement, for they 
would cven lift up their heads and rejoyce: ſo Noab in telling of 
the floud which to that world was a kince of judgement-day did 
orcatly ſolace the ſpirits of the good againſt all their ſorrowes, 
His Birth, Now this Noah was the ſonne of Lamech the fonne of Methuſe- 
lah in the 1056, yeare of the world. He was the tenth atier Adam 
incluſively, borne after CAdams and Seths death, and Herochs tran. 
{lation, and lived to ſee the death of Enos, Katnar, eMabalaleel, 1h. 
red, cMethuſelah and Lamech. This is all we have to ſay of his Birth 
or entrance into the world. | 
His life. | Now concerning his lite I pray you conſider foure things, 1, His 
goodneſſe. 2. His bad deeds. 3. The ſorrowes and miſcries he met 
| with. 4. The benefirs God gave him. And letus make uſc of all 
as wegoe along and ſo come to his death laſt of all, 
In which Firſt for his goodneſle, it is ſet forth in the Scripture generally 
rÞHis vertue3 and particularly. In generall theſe three things are affirmed of him, 
1.In gener. a | Gen.6.9.Hewas a juſt man and 5 6g perfect, and walked with God, 
man and wal-| Before it is affirmed of Henech that bee walked with God, and the 
_ rich God, Scripture told usalſo of Abel, that hee obtained a divine teftimo- 
Heb. 11.4 | Ny that hee alſo was juſt, and 7b is ſaid to have beene a perfed 
man, yea it 1s added by way of amplification to his goodneſſe that 
hee was 4 juft man and perfeth in his generations, that is, in his ownc 
time, in thoſe moſt ſinfull daies 'when all were naught. Noah was 
good when all had corrupted their waies, he was fincere and up- 
right in his waies. For this is the trueſt commendation of verrue, 
when it keepes a man unſpotted of thoſe evils which are every wherc 
praQtiſed inthe world. 

Ler us now requeſt you to conſider of your ſelves every man whe- 
ther he be a Noah. Surcly none but Noahs ſhall be admitted into the 
Arke, and eſcape the waves of deſtrution : none but Noshs ſhall 
finde favour with God, and be delivered from eternall death. Who- 
ſoever cannot approve himſelfe to be ſuch a one as this good man, let 
him neverdreame of comming to Heaven. 

-- who is a juſt man * who a perfet 2 who walketh with 
” 

| ch Jon I anſwer, A juſt man is firſt he that renounceth his owne juſtice 

uns, which is of the Law and imbraceth the righteouſneſſe of faith, 

_ | even the righteouſneſſe which is of God by faith, relying wholy 

upon the merits of Chriſt and Gods mercy in Chriſt, for pardon 
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of his offences and acceptation of himſelfe and his indeavours to ſal- 
vation. The Scripture: witneſſeth that Noah was an heire of this 
righteouſneſle, Heb.11.7, And this is thar that muſt be firſt found in| 
eycry man. He muſt ſce and confefle his owne unrighteouſneſle, and 
utterly diſclaime his owne rightcouſneſſe as knowing that it is no bet- 
ter then a menſtruous rag, in reſpec of his juſtification. Doe you 
[chis my Brethren « Are you made to ſee your ſelves grievous fin- 
Iners, ſuch as in your ſelves mnſt needs be damned, and cannot | 
_ bee ſaved by the worth and merit of your owne good- 
neſle. 

Secondly, a righteous man muſt ſtay, reſt, depend on, beleeve in 
the rightcouſnefle of Jeſus Chriſt, labouring to build up in his own 
{heart a particular perſwafton and aſfurance, that the Lord of Hea- | 
ven will accept him as perfectly righteous in the name and media. 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt his Sonne, and that alone, for ſo was CAbra- 
ham made partaker of that bleſſedneſſe, which ſtood in the imputing 
unto him of righteouſnefſe without workes, and _1braham is the 
Father of the faithfull, as he was juſtified ſo muſt all we be juſti- 
fied, and no otherwiſe. See into your ſelves, doe you rely upon our 
bleſſed Saviour the Lord Jeſus for pardon of your finnes* or doc 
[you waver from him or ſtay upon any other beſides him ? 

\ Laſtly, a righteous man mult himfelfe alſo worke righteouſneſſe, 
and give himſclfe to be a ſervant of righteouſneſle, that is to ſay, he 
mit reſolve and indeavour to leave every finne by Gods Word con- 
demned, and to doe every duty by Gods Word commanded, and 
chat alſo for Gods ſake with reference to. him, and out of a deſire to 
pleaſe him, that is, to keepe his favour. This 1s arighteous man. He 
ſrivesin all things to pleaſe God according to his Word, but fin- 
ding his defes bewailes them, and reſteth alone on Gods good- |. 
nefie in Chriſt for pardon and falyation. If you be ſuch, then 
are you Noahs indeed and ſhall ſurely bee ſaved, if not you 
| bee but diſſemblers, and no ſhew of religion ſhall ſave you from 
deſtruRion. 

' Therefore all of youthar are not ſuch, I pray you feele your un- 

happineſle, you are not good _—_ to goe to Heaven yet, what- 
ſocever you have imagined of your ſelves. Therefore alſo now ſeeke 
to be ſuch, begin with lamenting your unrighteouſneſſe before God 
and craving pardon and helpe, and ſo proceed to pray for and indea- 
vour afterall the things before preſcribed. Be the better for Noahs 
example. Let not this ſtory be preached unto you in vaine: you 
(know Noah was one whom God loved, whom God harh ſaved,ſtudy 
[to be ſuch as Noah. What riches he had, the Scripture takes no 
[Poticc of, but righteous he was, ſtudie you to be ſuch and be hap- 
| 


———— — 


Rom. 4. 


pterthen all riches can make you. 


| And eſpecially Ipray you labour to follow Noah inthis onething, 
to be good in your generations, in thoſe things I meane wherein 
[our preſent times take generall m_ to benought, that ſo you = | 
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| Noah may at once glotifie God and condemne the world, What 
evill things all doc commit thoſe doe you forbeare, what good 
things all doe neglet, thoſe be you more carefull_ to performe. 
Many things are growne into common faſhion, ſwearing, pride in 
apparell, tormality in religion, coverouſneſſe, monſtrous faſhions, 
miſhapen long haire, O be yee in theſe things carefull to avoid the 
corruption which is in the world. Many good things are growne quite 
out of all faſhion almoſt, conſtant reading Gods Word, holy confe- 
rence, keeping a treaſure or purſe for God in your houſes, meditati- 
on of Gods Word, and carcfull ſanQifying of the Lords day. O 
ſtrive to performe theſe duties. He that is good alone according to 
the common ſtreyne is hollowly good, wee muſt be pure of thoſe 
faults which are allowed almoſt of all. : | 
' 2,His vertyues | But let us conſider the particular good things noted of Noah, Firſt, 
| in particular, | S, Peter teſtifies of him, that hee was a Preacher of rightcouſneſle, 
3. Wa2 Prez- meaning of that righteouſneſſe whercof hee was alſo an heire and 
 ouſnelle, Wy] praiſer, All youcannot be Preachers of righteouſnefle by ſpeciall 

2 Pet.2-5, | office as Noah was, this belongs alone to us Miniſters, and O that 
we could learneto be like Noah in our places, continuing faithfully 
to teach men the will of God and call them to repentance, and to 
true righteouſneſſe in Chriſt and good life in themſelves. Surely | 
| Noah had {lender encouragement, for we doe not reade of any one' 
man that heeded his Preaching, he if any other might complaine 
that his labour was in vaine, and that his time and ſtrength were 
ſpent to no purpoſe. Wethatare Preachers mult imitate himin a pa- 
tient diſcharge of our duties, whatif God doe not vouchſafe to work 
wich our labours? to bring men to righteouſneſſe, ſhall we be diſ- 
heartned 2 No no, but following this good man, continuing to doe 
Gods worke and looke for our reward from him. 

And againe, I callupon you for great thankfullnefſe ro God, for 
'that he hath ſet many Preachers of righteouſneſſe amongſt you in 
|chis Kingdome, and hath vouchſated to hold mee in this office 
[amongſt you for theſe thirty yeares or thereabouts, I have Preached 
| righteouſneſle among you according to that meaſure of knowledge 
{and uttcrance that God hath vouchſafed mee. O ler mee have ſome 


| better encouragement from you then Noah had from the old world, 
| and indeed I have had, and I blefſe God, and I blefle thoſe amon 
[you from whom I have had it. Some.of you have beene carcfull 
hcarers to the preaching of righteouſneſſe, and have turned your 
| feere into the paths of rightcouſneſſe. The Lord ſtabliſh you in! 
| thoſe happy waies for ever. And one thing now I beſeech of you, 
' that you be ſuitors unto God to raiſe up to all the places thar have! 
| not Preachers, and to continue to them thar have ſuch as Noah was, | 
| Preachers of rightcouſneſſe, which themſelves alſo will practiſe ; | 
eſpecially, T require you not to forget your ſelves in this towne; 
but make it one part of your daily ſupplications to God, to grant 
[you a ſucceſſion of Preachers of righteouſneſle when my ſelfe _— 
\ cave! 
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leave you, God knowes when, O Lord let there never want ſo _ 
long as this Towne and Church ſtandeth, a faithfull Preacher 0 
aye 25g Per to ſupply this roome in which I now ſtand —_ 
|you tN1S Mays 
F But ſecondly, Noah is commended for his faith. By faith Nogh | >.Hadfaith, 
(Gaich the Author to the Hebrewes) did,cc. you muſt all labour to | 01-7: 
getthis ſame faith, This is the grace of graces commended in Abel, | 
lin Henoch before named, and now in Noah, without which we can- | 
not poſſibly pleaſe God. 
{ Burwhatis this faith you will aske mee 2 | 

I anſwer, I will ſhew the nature of faith unto you : It is that grace | What faith is. 
by which a man afſcnts to all that God fpeaketh for the authority | 
ſake of the ſpeaker. This is the nature of faith in generall. Under 
it is comprehended that which is called juſtifying faith, being an 
aſſent tothe Promiſes of the Goſpell,or of the new Covenant upon | 
the ſame ground. This aflent is double, firſt generall ro the word | 
generally ſpoken, and particular to a particular concluſion duecly de- | 
duſted thence concerning ones ſelfe. And whoſoever doth truly 
afſent to the generall, mult needs afſent to every particular concluded 
under the generall, becauſe the contradiftion of an univerſall propo- 
frion is made by aparticular contrary to it, and the generall isac- 
| counted falſe it it may be denied or be denied of any particular, for | 
Example, if I ſay allthe twelve Apoſtles were godly men,. and | 
another ſay one of them as 1#das, was not a godly man, though a 
cleven were good, yet becauſe this one was notſo, he hath ſhewed 
that propoſition to be falſe. Now then, marke /that faith yeelds a | 
double afſent: Firſt, tb the thing generally ſpoken : Secondly, to | 
theparricular concluſion contained therein and thence deduced, and | 
this aſſent muſt be grounded upon the bare authority of God the | 
ſpeaker in reſpe& of his perfe& and infallible truth, becauſe 'it | 
judgeth him faithfull, therefore it elteemes his words true, not be- 
| cauſe it can ſee reaſon for things in his ownediſcourſe and underſtan- 
| ding, This is faith, for example, God ſaid to Noah there ſhall be 
a floud to drowne all the world, there was no reaſon to thinke it 
| ſhould be ſo, but God ſaid ſo (warning Noah of things not ſeene as | H>1117 
(Jet, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes) and theretore Noah was verily perſwa- 
| 
| 


ded, thar there ſhould come ſuch a floud to deſtroy all mankinde. 
Againe, God promiſed Noah that if hee would build an Arke, God 
would ſave him and all his family, and all that would come with 
him into the Arke, There was no naturall likelihood for this neither, 
for in ſuch afloud an Arke or the beſt ſhip inthe world could nor 
keepe men ſafe, bur that with the furie of the waters they would 
have beene daſhed againſt ſome rocke or other, and wracked, yet 
God ſaid ſo to Noah and he beleevedit for himſelfe and his family. 
This you ſee was Noah his faith. And I call upon you to confider, 
whether you have this faith or not. Doe you aflenr to all the narrati- 
whe promiſes, threats of Gods Word, eyen becauſe _ wa 
| UtNOr 
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' Authorof it is true and doe you aſſent to the particular concluſton 
| concerning your ſelves in that generall contained, The Lord 
| threateneth in his Word, Curſed is every one that continueth not 11 all 
| things, doe you beleeve this generall, and the particular that will 
| follow from it, but I have nor continued,e5c. therefore Iam curſed, 
Againe, the Goſpell ſaith, all that doe not repent and beleeve ſhall 
be damned. Doe you belceve this ? and doe you beleeve the par.| 
ticular contained under this ? I doc not repent and belceve the Go. 
ſpell, therefore I ſhall be damned, or contrarily I doe repent and be. 
leeve, therefore I ſhall be ſaved. Search what authority Gods 
Word hath with you, it you deduct the particular from the generall 
in every point, then you doe beleeve the generall;els you do not. 
And alas how manifeſt 15 it that moſt men have no faith but 
alone ſay they have as 5. James ſpeaketh, and beguile their owne 
ſelves. The threats of Gods Word and his promiſes are of no ya- 
lue with moſt men, they doe not per{wade themſelves, that any of 
thoſe evills ſhall be performed againſt them which the Scripture de- 
nounceth againſt ſuch ſinners as they be, nor that any of the pro- 
miſes ſhall be performed to thoſe that performe the things contained 
inthe promiſes, It they ſee naturall likelihood of any good or cvill| 
' they can be perſwaded it will come, bur if there be no proofe but 
-a bare promiſe or threat out of the Bible,they make no reckoning that. 
' that good or evill will come cver a whit the ſooner. | 
| Now Ipray you ſce and lament your unbelecte, itis the roote of: 
all finne, neither can any finne be found to rule farther then this ru- 
lerh, and I pray you cry to God to worke faith in you by the Word! 
'you reade and heare, for no good at all can it doe you if it be not 
mixed with faith. And if any man have ſuch. faith in Gods Word! 
Indeed and not alone in profeflion and ſhew, happy is that 
man, for hee ſhall be ſure to find the like acceptance of God that 
'Nozh, hee that hath this fairh muſt needs be in Chriſt and Chriſt 
in him; for where Gods Word dwells,there himfſelfe dwels, and the 
| Word of God dwells in men by faith, 
| 2. He was mo-' A thirdthing in Noah is noted by the Author to the Hebrewes,that 
ved with feare,, He was moved with feare, you ſee he feared Gods threats, he was 
Heb.tt-7- | afraid leaſt he ſhould be drowned with his family among the reſt, 
| 1t he did not obey God and live vertuoufly and build the Arke at 
| Gods Commandement, and- indeed if he had not done ſo he ſhould 
| have periſhed with the world: as whoſoever lives wickedly ſhall be 
damned, this is a threat, he that hath true faith will not deceive him- 
' ſelfe with vaine words, and ſay, I am ele&ed, I am abelcever, 1 
| ſhall be ſaved though I rake liberty to ſinne, but he will feare and 
' depart from evill, and uſe thoſe meanes of eſcaping deſtruction 
; which God hath appointed. So true faith will undoubtedly worke 
ſuch a feare of Gods threat, as will make a man depart from evill, 
becauſe ir brings a lively apprehenſion of danger and much evill | 
| before his eyes if he finne, and therefore cannot but worke feare, 1 
meane 
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meane a feare of caution as they call it, whereby a man is made! 
waric to ſhunne and eſcape the evill. There is a paſſionate fearc 
whereby the heart is perplexed, the joynts ſhake, and ſuchnaturall ! 
bodily accidents doe follow ir. This feare ariſeth from the bodily | 
preſence or imminent danger of ſome ſenſible evill, and Noah did ! 
name it, by which a man apprehends an evill thing to come, ſo as 
{he is made carefull to ſhunne, prevent, and dares not bring it vpon 
himſelfe. And this feare lookes on things a great way off, long be- | 
fore they offer themſelves to the ſences, and fuch was Neahs fteare. | 
And ſuch a feare faith will evermore bring with it.It will cauſe that | 
a2 man ſhall not dare to doe the things forbidden ont of an appre- | 


- of the greatneſſe and extremity of the danger thar will 
ariſe, | 
| Now Jooke to your ſclves my Brethren, doe you feare Gods 
threats, doe you feare the curie of the Law, the wrath of God,hell 
fire, damnation, with ſuch a feare as makes you uſethe meanes to 
eſcape theſe evills, and makes that you cannot be bo!d to doe the | 
things againſt which the Lord ſpeaketh theſe things. If you brag ot | 
faith in Gods promiſes and have not faith in his threats, your faith | 
is avaine fancic, and a meere painted or dead faith, for no mancan 
credit any thing which God ſpeaketh if he doe not credit all ſofarre | 
as he knowes and conſiders it, becauſe God cannot be deceived in 
| any thing. And if you ſay you beleeve Gods threats aid doe not 
teare, I ſay againe, be notmovedthrough feare to doerthe things by 
which you might eſcape thoſe evills threatned, even ro forſake'rhe 
line and repent, certainely you deceive your ſelves and doe not | 
beleeve. Now it is moſt evident, that moſt men entertaine Gods | 
threats without any feare. They are not aff:@ed at all with the 
heare-ſay of rheſe evills, therefore it is ſure they have no faith. Sec 
your want of faith by the abſcnce of this never failing cftethereof, 
and couſen your {elves with a ſhadow of faith no longer. And nayy 
pray God to plant in your hearts ſuch a feare of his threats as hath 
beene ſaid. It is a moſt wholeſome thing to have the ſoule over- 
awed withapprehenfion of the evills which God denounceth againſt 
evill-doing, and tobe thereby kept downe, ſo thar it hath nocourage 
to lift it ſelfe up to naughty deeds. Bleſſed is he thar thns fearcth 
|alwaies, O that you would worke ont your ſalvation in this feare and 
trembling, O thatthe ſame minde might be in you that was in godly 
lob!who ſaid that terrour from God did keepe him from doing any | 
wrong to his ſervant,and that of the holy Apoſtle S. Paul,who faid that | . cor. 
knowing this terrour,he did perſwade men and was made manifeſt 
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theſe things ſake the wrath of God comes on the children of diſobedience, | Col.z.6. 
and many the like be often in your mindes, let them awe you and 
(hold under the ſtrength of your corruptions, cauſing you to denic 
"ANTS | your 


[not ſo feare the floud. There is another rationall feare as I may well | , qautte fears 


to God. Let thoſe threats,rf you live after the fleſh you ſhall die, and | Rom,8.rz. 
theſe that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the aps > of God, and for | ©. 
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| your ſelves all unlawfull profits, pleaſures andeftcQts of finne, and to 
 crofſe your owne wills, and to fet your ſclves to do the things that 
| are moſt contrary to fleſhandbloud, The feare of the Lord is to depart | 
from evill, this fearc of the Lordis the beginning of true ſaving wiſ. 
dome, to them that thus feare are all the promiles of rhe Goſpell 
made, yea it is in one word ſaid, thoſe that feare the Lord ſhall want 
nothing, Never thinke that your faith is right and good it it do not 
produce this feare, for faith muſt acknowledge God to be faithtull! 
in all his words, threats as well as promiſes, and this grace is that 
which being planted inthe heart of man, doth keepe him from fal- 
ling away from faith, doth preſerve the ſouleto ſalvation, by wor- 
king in it this good and vertuous feare of damnation : as faith kept 
Noahfrom drowning by making him holily to feare drowning. 
[4 He built an! Now the laſt vertuc of Noah is, that he builtan Arke as God.baq 
pre 35 GO | him, and furniſhed it with all foode, and went into it atthe time ap. 
| pointed, and received in with himſclfe and family all manner of 
Beaſts and Birds that could not live but on drie ground: two and two, 
| male and female of the uncleane that were nor fit for foode and Sa. 
| crifice, and 7. and 7. of thoſe that were cleane, that is fit for toode: 
and Sacrifice,at leaſt forthe laſt. | 


| 


| ' Here is his faith which brought forth obedience to the word of 
' God, in ſuch things which ſcemed ridiculous to the world, and, 
made him a laughing ſtocke unto all the world almoſt: Neah for- 
footh the youngeſt of the Patriarkes, hee will needes be thought 


to have better acquaintance with God, then either Heroch or Methu-| 
| ſelah or Lamech or any of his Grandfathers that have lived or do live. 

| None of them could ſee a loud comming, none of them had a fanc 
| ofthe worlds being drowned, none of them bethought himſclfe of 
making an Arke, but this fellow hath gotten ſome new revelation, 
/and hee is a building a huge thing like a Cheſt almoſt ſo long,&+c. 
' So youthink the man is not in his right wittes ! Bretheren you cafily | 
perſwade your ſelves, that this good man was laden with theſe 
ſcofftes, and the like behind his backe, and like alſo before his face, 
and to his yery tecth. For wicked wittes will never ceaſe gybing at 
| thoſe goodthings that croſſetheir ſence and reaſon, Yet Noa obeyed,| 
' went on, built the Arke, that is, was obedientto God in athing that 
made him ridiculous to the world. So will true Faith do, .it will 
make a man obey the Lord in thoſe ations by which hee ſhall make 
' himſelfe a derifion to all men almoſt, and more then a derifion, a 
prey and ſpoile too, The Obedience of Faith is ſuch an Obedience 
' as will makeall men to beat Gods becke in a&s of that nature as will 
; cauſe him to be blamed and deſpiſed of all the world, as we ſcein | 
| CAbraham, in Moſes, and in all thoſe almoſt that are reckoned upin | 
the 11. of the Heb, Becauſe it makes a man firmely and ſedfaſtly to 
| apprehend greater good things and greater evill then thoſe thatarc 
ſeene, and fo thoſe viſible ones do not ſway him and rule on him; } 
[for heethat ſees agreater danger orevill, will caſily caſt himſelfe upon | 
a: 
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; farre lefſe ro ſhun the greater, ſo contrarily agood thing, And ſo 
much for Neabs goodneſle beforethe floud. 
Now ſee in and after thefloud how he carried himſelfe. Hee en- | Noabs good- 
tred into the- Arke as God bad him, and commirted himſelfe ro _ ho 
Gods proteRion truſting on him for ſafety. Here was no maſt, oare, Por 
rudder, canvaſſe'or marriners to ſteere and guide this veſſell, a won- 
der it was that the billowes did not caſtit overand over, that the 
1 did not breake the barres by their continued rage, and that it had nor | 
fiſhed with all its burden. But in went Noh taking all the Beaſts 
with him, aſſuring himſelfe to be ſafe, for ſo God had told. Here 
is an excellent ad of faith, even to uſe Gods meanes of attaining the | 
200d things promiſed, and there reſt himſclte without any further 
carking and perplexity of mind, This wasthe aRof Noahs faith all 
the loudtrime, hee heard it raine as it Heaven and Earth would come 
together, he perceived the cloudesto be in a fury with the ſonnes of 
men, the waters raged and roared, and through the windowes hee 
might ſee how all was changed intoa Sea, yet therc he kept himſelfe 
quiet, and made account, that himſclfe and his houſhold ſhould do | 
well enough in all this confuſton of narure. Hee had Beares, Lions, 
Tigers, Wolves and all manner of devouring beaſts within the Arke, 
hee was never awhit afraid of ſuch neighbours, but reſted himſelfe 
peaceably upon Gods promiſes. O Beloved that we could do fo 
for our ſoules, for our cſtates, for every thing, uſe Gods means, 
and then promiſe our ſelves the wiſhed effe&t, and trouble our ſelves 
with no Lick feare and diſmayednefle as S.Peterſaith, doing well | * ***3* 
and not being diſmayed with any feare. O how happy would our 
lives be in the midſt of a deluge of dangers, if we could thus enter 
into our cloſers as it were, and ſhut the doore: I meane uſe Gods 
meanes and reſt on him. A 
Againe, Noah continued in the Arke till God bad him come our, p 
hee perceived the waters to ceaſe raging, hee diſcovered the tops of 
'the mountaines : hee ſends our the diſcoverers, rhe Raven and the 
Dove, and learnes by them great abatement, and he ſees with his | 
fl |cycs all day whea he had removed the top of the Arke, yet hee 
ſtirres not out till God bad him goe out, who had bidden himgoe in. 
Somuſt you do my Bretheren, you mult tarry in the Arke as it were 
ſolong as God ſees fit and not make haſt out of it of your owne heads. 
Be ſo long in afflition as God will have you, goe not out till hee 
leade you out, you may wiſh the time of deliverance, and ſend out 
the Raven and the Dove, uſe the beſt meanes you canto helpe your 
ſclves, eſpecially by prayers to God, and you may remove the co- | 
vering of the Arke, you may looke round about by faith, and with 
py ſee your deliverance comming forward, bur keepethis as accr- 
tine concluſion, not to ſtirre out of anyeſtare though never {otrou- 
bleſgme, till you have good warrant from God going before and 
guiding you. Noabs good- 
' Now atlaſt ſee what good Noh did aftcr the floud, hee buſy an SEE 
H ar | 
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Altar to God and offered facrifice in thankes for hisgdeliverance, and 
in a deſire to frame his houſhold to true/picty, 'and-to. eſtabliſh the: 
worſhip of Got amongftthem, © leteach of us learac carefully tg 
acknowledge Gods goodneſle 'in grear deliverances , and to. offer 
him the ſacrifice of praiſe, if hee have ſafe guarded us from the ra. 
ging flouds of adyerfiry and calamity. And let-us. be caretull tg 
eltabliſh and ſctup the worſhip of God-in ourfamilies, and among 
our people publikely and privately _ way. | Byild Gods alrar,} 
offer Gods ſacrifices, I mcane exerciſe Gods religious worſhip, 
pray, heare, read, meditate, come to the Sacraments: {ſet not 
Gods ordinances at variance. Doe not picke quarrells with any one 
ofthem, exalt notone to depreſle another, ler chem all goe together 
intheir times, and eſpecially performe the true meaning of theſe {4 
crifices. Offer up the ſacrifice of Chriſt in a perpetuall renewing 
of the memoriall thereof in your ſoules ro: God and renewing of your 
faith in it, offer up the ſacrifice of a comrite ſpirit and broken hear, 
|fighing daily for daily finnes and infirmities, offer the ſacrifice of 
earneſt prayers for all good things, and of hearty praiſes for what 
wee have received already, and offer up your ſelves ro God by 
him to be ſanRified to doc him faithfull ſervice in all holy obedience 
toall his holy lawes. Betruely, hcanily, uprightly religious and de- 
voute in your whole lives. 

But next, Nogh planted a vineyard, hee fell to husbandry, for my 
part ) doubt not but that God had madevines from the firſt, and 
that though wee heare of no vineyard, yet there might have beene 
ſtore of them. But howſocver Noah ſet himſelfe ro his calling, to 
husbandry. O let us every man follow him and give himſelfeto his 
husbandry and his vineyard, the tradeſmans trade is his vineyard, 
every mans calling is his vineyard, belike Noh fall to planting and 
dreſſing this vine. Abhorre idlenefſe, have ſome vineyard, O how 
miſerable is hee that hath nothing to do 2 O how unhappy athing is it 
to be inthe world as a cipher in Arithmeticke, 

' But laſtly, Noah is a faithfull Prophet, and pronounceth Gods 
curſe even againſt his owne ſfonnes, herein he becomes to us a pat- 
cerne of fidelity in the calling of a Miniſter, even to denounce all 
things that God puts into our mouthes againſt all perſons, how neere 
and deare ſoever they be, and ſo of all Govemours, to puniſh their 
infcriouvrs without partialiry, wharſoever theiroffences be. 

Noghs finnes, | Andthus you have Noahs goodneſle, of his badnefſe we have ſome- 
thing related roo, 

1, Hee was Firſt, that hee dranke of the wine which he had planted ſo over- 
irunke. | liberally, as that hee was drunken, in his drunkennefſe diſcovered his 
nakedneſle, being beſides himſclfe with excefſe of wine, he had not 
care to keepe thoſe parts covered which nature would have to be cot 
| cealed. So his Sonne Cham finding him lying in this immodeſt fa- 
| ſhion, was ſcandolizedand drawne into a great offence. \ 

Here we learneto take heed of drunkenneſſe, and of all immodclt 

| carriage. 
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| [neſſe make you bold to doe the ſame ſfinne 100 and 100 times, yea 
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carriage, which being bad in caſe of drunkenneffe, muſt needs be 
worſe when a man is ſober and hath ability to conſider better what 
hedoth, and to refraine from ſuch unſcemely deeds. Brethren, if 
any of you have becne drunken, if any have in his drinke or 
otherwiſe perpetrated immodeſt and leud adts, I beſcech you learne 
of Noah to repent of it,and be aſſured thar upon your repentance 
you ſhall finde pardon. And I pray make not your ſoules bolder to 
perſiſt in drunkennefſe, by abuling Noahs example, for he offended 
but oncethis way, and through weakeneſſe ir may ſeeme, inthat be- 
ing defirous to refreſh himſelte after ſo long penſiveneſle in the floud, 
he was freer then was fir. Let not his once offending out of weak- 


be you more carcfull to avoid that treſpaſſe which ſped ſo ill with 
Neah. Drunkennefſe will make every man diſcover his nakedneſſe, if 
not of body yet of minde. There is no crime ſo notorious, but the 
drunken man will caſt himſclfe into ir, if occaſion offer ir ſclfe, as 
we may ce alſo in Lot. Wherefore know yee that a good man may 
be overtaken through infirmity with ſome ſuch groſle finne, bur he 
will not wallow in this mire, he will nor allow himſelfe in the pra- 
Qiſe of it, and give over himſclfe to be drunk day by day, weeke by 
weeke. And as for theſe grofle externall acts of evill, you are to be 


ſo much more carefull to avoid them, by how much God hath given | 


you more power to forbearcthem, for a man hath. powerif he willto 
forbeare drinking, and therefore if he doe not leavethis fault, itis be. 
cauſe hee will nor, and the cuflome of finning doth make the will 
ſo inthralled to evill that a man will needs doe it, not needs muſt 
doe it, whither he will orno, which is ſo farre from excuſing rhe faulr, 
that it aggravates it exceedingly. 

Yea beloved take heed of all immodeſtand undecene carriages,by 
diſcovering the ſhamefull parts : for if this were a finne in a drunken 
man, that had not underſtanding to know he did amifle, how much 
na in a man that is ſober which knowes he doth cyill and will 

oe it, 

Now you have Neahs faults and his vertues. Looke upon his crof- 
ſes and his benefits. | 

His croſſes were befides the common miſeries of mans life which 
he ſuffered together with others, Firſt, he ſpent his time in vaine Prea- 
ching and no man regarding it. 

Secondly, he lived to ſee all mankinde deſtroyed and to behold 
a fearefull deluge, and for a whole yecre and more (for the floud 
began on the ſecond moneth and ſeventh day of his 600 yeere, and 
he came not out of the Arke till the twenty ſeven day of the ſecond 
moneth of his 601. ycarc) he was aSitwere impriſoned in the Arke, 
ſhat up amongſt the beaſts and other creatures. 

Thirdly, he had agracelcfle wicked ſonne and was pur himſclte| 
to pronounce a curſe againſt him with his owne mouth in the name 
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Noats croſſes; 
1 No man 1c-; 
garded hs ; 
preaching, 


2 Hee lived tc! 
ſee all man-/ 


kind deflroye 4 


; 


3 Hee had 3; 
wicked ſon. 


of God, for he did itnot our of anger or diſtemper, but as aProphet| 
in 
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 _ inthe Nameof Gad and by his inſtigation and authoruy. 
+ Fiyecrolee, Laſtly hee lived to ſee his offpring after the floud grow very-naughy 
n»wghe, * | and ſuffer fearefull puniſhments. Hee ſaw the building of the tower 
of Babel, the diſperfion of men from Babel, the halving and quartering 
of mens ages, the univerſall overſpreading of idolatry, in ſo much 
Johx4-2, | that Abrahams father Nahor and Texah did not eſcape it. Thele crofles 
did Noah ſuffer. 

Buckle your ſelves to croſſes, and be thankfull if you have'not fel 
ſo grievous cvills and univerſall as thoſe of Noah. Wee ſhould make 
our owne miſcries more tollerable by comparing them with the grea- 
ter miſeries of better men then our ſelves, that have gone before us 
in the like and worſe. Have you leud children 2 fo had Noah. Doe 
you labour in vaine in your places 2 ſo did Ne4b. Doththe world run 
all to wickedneſfle 2 ſodid it in Noahs dayes. 

Againe let us feare to fall into thoſe finnes of his which did bring 
upon him great miſeric. Be not drunke leaſt you become a ſ{candall 
ro many through your evill carriage, and leaſt God fct you to ſome 
worke as contrary to your good like as it was to Noah, when hce was| 
faine to pronounce a curle againſt his owne child, Now goe and| 
thinke of thecroſles of Noah to fright thy ſclfe from 10. 

His benefits. {| And laſt of all conſider his benefits, 1. Hee found favour with 
my _ - God, thatis, God made knowne his love and kindeneflc to him, made| 
TO him knowthat heloved, liked and accepted himto life, ſoiris reſti-| 
fied ofdiversothers. Now lubourto be good, incourage yourſelves 
in piety, with God you ſhall find favour, hee wilkmake manifeſt his 
love and-kindeneſſe to you though men ſeeme ta disfavour you, and 
the love of God is athing ſo pretious and comfortable, that itmay| 
well overweigh all the anger wrath and diſpleaſure of men, Jt God 
favour you no matter who hateth you, and this all Gods people may 
be ſaid to find, by walking in the wayes of righteouſneſſe with Noah, 
for God isnot an accepter of perſons. 
2. Hee was di-) Apaine Noah was dire&ted by God to a.courſe of ſaving himſclfc 
rected by G2 from the Aloud with his family and many other creatures, and accor- 
vinz himſelte| dingly did'eſcape. the common deſtruction, This is a ſpeciall favour] 
om he man of God to deliver his people from common calamitics, portal} 
mh 018m} thateternall deſtruction of hell fire-thae muſt overwhelme the world. | 
| This benefit God will giveto all his Saints, and ſafety alſo from com- | 
mon calamities when the time ſerves, and ſo farre as.is fir, 1fthey | 
ſtrive againſt the common finnes by mourning and oppoſe the ſame. 
God will be anarke umo theminthe midſt of adeluge, and they-may 
triumph as David, 7 will net feare. though the waters rage, and though 
the mountaines be caſt into the. wid(} of: the ſea, as henthey were. Let 
all Gods people ſet themſelves reſolutely againſt common finnes,. and 
God will preſervethem from. common judgements. | 
3-TheLordac-| Thirdly, The Lord: accepted his: ſacrifice, | and: refolved| hee } 
cepred his 12/ woald not drowne- the world: any more, and made 2 covenant with 
| | Noah and: all creatures, -confirming, it by. the raine-bow, ed ; 
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thereof. So God did ſhew his goodnefle to Noah, and gave him do- 
minion over all creatures, and power to cate fleſh, which before God ' 
[had given them no warrant to doe, and therefore I ſuppoſe the godly 
did not uſually unleflein ſacrifice if then. And herein the Lord was | 
eratious to Noah, that for his ſake he made acovenant. Apd he wasa | 
figure of Chriit in whom the Lord did make acovenant with all man. 
kind, then the ſecond time, notto deſtroy them with cternall deſtru- 


ion, ifthey would truſt in his mercy, and repent oftheir finnes. For 


6 | 


this temporall covenant was a ſhadow of thateternall, into which all | 
mankind was againe admitted through Chriſt thatwasto come. But | 
they did ſoone caſt of this covenant in running to other gods, which 
may ſceme to be the onely ſinnetharthen did caſt the committers quite | 
out of the covenant, other ſinnes did keepe them from injoying the | 
good things of the covenant; but this did caſt them out of it altogether, 
ſo that apts runne into that they were no longer in the covenant. | 
Now ſee Gods grace more fully to us, that hath renewed this covenant 
which is in Chriſt more evidently, and take we heede of caſting our | 
ſelves out of it againe, by following ſtrange Mediators and Jeſuſſes, as 
[thinke the Papifts doe. Whoſoevyer doth ſecketo any other merits 
but only thoſe of Chriſt, thraſts himſelfe our of the covenant of grace, | 
and Chriſt is become of none effect unto him. 

Laſtly, Noah had two Godly ſonnes, and this is aſingular favour to | 
givea mana Sem and Zaphet, it he have a Cam, and thart all his ſonnes be 
not diſcoverers of their Fathers ſhame. | 

Laſtly after 950.yeares Noah died, and ſo muſt we all after not ſo 

long alife, O therefore prepare wee for the comming of 
death, that it may not take us away in the midſt 
of our impenitency. 
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Babilonians. 


| 


Have offcred to your conſideration the Ex- j 
amples of the Old World, I proceede to 
ſpeake of the World that now is, as S.Peter 
calles it, 1. from the floud to « 4braham, and 
FF then from Abraham to the death of 7eſeph, | 
ez forthcre the Booke of Moſes called Genefss is | 
concluded. Now here firſt I will ſetbefore | 
you the bad examples of bad men, then t 
good examples of good. Ofthe bad weh | 
Cam, Nimrod, particulars, and the builders of Babel in an heape as | 
it were, and of the good wee have Sem and 1aphet, and the godly 
| poſterity of Sem, whoſe geneologie is noted to ſhew the age of the 
world till Abram. 


| 
| Firſt J will begin with Ham and note his parentage and life, for of | Ham. 
| 


_ 
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his death in particular «Moſes hath made no mention. For his pa- 
| rentage, he was the ſon of Noah borne to him before the floud after | | M4 
his 500.yeare. for to that age lived he before he became a Father, and | *'**:*" 
kan that in the whole time of his life hee had no more children, God 
ks Ha4 of | 4 
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In which 
1.His benefits, 

he was ſaved 

| in the Arke 

| from the Dc» 
luge. 


| 


of purpoſe it may ſeeme giving him but few children, becauſe his 
minde was to .begin the preſent world with a few, as he did the 
firſt with one man, that ſo his bleſſing in the large increaſe of man. 
kinde afterwards might be more evidently diſcovered. Butthe youn- 
geſt ſonne was this Ham. 

Now for his life I marke three things in it. Firſt,the great benefits 
God beſtowed upon him. Secondly, the great finnes he committed, 
A npd the great puniſhments which God inflicted upon him for his 
innes, 


Firſt, God vouchſafed to ſave him inthe Arke from the Deluge 
of waters, ſo that he periſhed not with the world, but eſcaped with 
his Father and Brethren. Ir was a ſpeciall and fingular favour,to make 
himone of the few, that is, eight perſons that were delivered from 
the raging waves, and enjoyed the benefit of a miraculons preſerya- 
tion of that little handfull of men, whereof rhe Church viſible did 
then conſiſt. Wee ſee that one was an Hypocrite, a difſembler, a 
| wicked unſanRified man, who though he continued a profeflour of 
thetrue religion, and worſhipper of the true God with his Father and 
Brethren; yet was deſtitute of true piety and continued gracelcſle, a 
ſervant. of finne, voide of due reverence and charity towards his 
aged Father, Gods Miniſter and the moſt holy man of all thoſe times, 
and ſerved God with them alone in outward forme and faſhion. For 
had he beene truly good he would not have run into ſo foule a fin, at 
leaſt he would not have perſiſted init without governs as he did. 

Seethen that the Lord ſhewes a great deale of. patience, long-ſuffe- 
ring and goodnefle to hypocrites in the Church, and maketh them 
partakers of all .outward benefits and priviledges whichare beſtowed 
upof the Church : ſo did 1ſhmael live in Abrahams family along 
time, andEſaulonger in 1ſaacs.So Core, Dathan,_Abiram, and the reſt 
of thoſe rebels and murmurers were brought out of Egypt, paſled 
thorough the ſea, ſawthe miracles,and did cate Manna,and drunk wa- 
cer out of the rock,and were ſhadowed with the cloud, and conducted 
by the pillar of fire among the reſt of the ſons of Zacob. And I pray you 
to take heed by this warning, of priding and pleafing your ſelves in 
this.that you be members of rhe Church,eſcape divers puniſhments,en- 
joy many mercies,live in goodeſteeme among the godly, and carrie 
away as great credit as any other men in the Church. All this befel! 
Cham a wicked Hypocrite,and at laſt a damned Reprobate.Ir is a dan- 
gerous thing to flatter our {elves in a bad eſtate and to-couzen our ſelves 
with falſe arguments,making our ſelves to truſt uponafalſe concluſion, 
and to judge our ſelves Gods children and in rhe ſtate of ſalvation, 
upon ſuch reaſons as have no verity nor ſtability in them.” You live 
in-the true Church, ſo did Cham, you live amongſt godly men, 
have' beene borne of godly parents, have beene inſtructed in the 
doarineof godlineſle, ſo was Cham: you have eſcaped great puniſh- 


ments, enjoyed great benefits, and beene well repured of by godly 


men: all this befell Cham, and all this notwithſtanding Cham was 
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curſed 
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curſed and damned and ſo may you. In after times, the Jewes brag- 
Bged ofthe Temple of the Lord, and the Temple of the Lord are} 

we, and yet the Lord rejeted them and caſt them our of his ſight. 
In Chriſts daies the Jewes bragged that Abraham was their Father, 
for Tobn Baptiſfs warning would not ſerve the turne to make them for- 
beare ſuch idle boaſting of their Pedigree, but our Saviour telleth 
them that the Divell was their Father; yea 1445 himfelfe was one 
of Chriſts Familie and Diſciples and Apoſtles, and truſted with the 
bag, and yet a Divell. O therefore beguile nor your ſelves with ill 
grounded hopes and build not upon arotten foundation. 

It you ſay unto mee, why then you leave us in uncertainty 
and affoord. us no ſure pillar upon which to ground our hopes. 

I anſwer, not ſo, but 1 will turne you to fome Texts of Scrip- 
ture that ſhall give you ſure arguments of comfort, from which if 
you can conclude your ſelves Gods people, that you are fo indeed 
and not atone in ſhew, your comforts will hold water as it were in 
the day of death and judgement. Terem 7.3. the Prophet bids them 
thoroughly amend their waies aud their doings and not truſt in lyins 
words. -Loe thorough and univerſall reformation of heart and life, 
that, that isthe onely ſufficient proofe of being Gods children, and 
ſuch as ſhall inherit his Kingdome: allchatcan be alledged without | 
this is no. better then lying words which will deccive. So hn did 
after teach the Jewes, Hat 3.9. Say not wee have Abraham for our E 
Fatber, that Allegation will prove truitlefle if ic goe alone, but what | 
muſt they doe more ? | Bring forth fruits meete for repentance, that is, 
frame your ſelves to athorough reformation of your hearts and lives, | | 
and ſo. S. hx teacheth, Hee that doth good is of God, hee that doth| 3.Epilt of rob 
| [exert] bath zo. ſeeme God, wholocver he be that makes fo goodufewf?| '** | 
| |thoſe helpes which God hath for that cnd provided in his Church, | 
| 28:to attaine true repentance, true amendment of life, that is, a con- | 
| ſtant and upright care and endeavour to caft away all tranſgreſſions 
| and make him anew heart and anew ſpirit, reſolving in nothing to 
| fine, butinall things to walke according to the ircftion of Gods 
| || Word, and where he faileth ſtill continuing to lament and confefle 
it before God, judging himſelfe, and craving pardon and helpe in: 
| B ithe name of Chriſt, that man ſhall be ſaved, that man is a folid 
| Chriſtian, that manis not a Cham, let him rejoyce in God as a true 
member of the Church : but whatſoever elſe may be either had or 
done without this. bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance, is no 
morethen may be alledged by ſome Cham or other. Therefore againe, | 
| beſeech. you ſatisfie not your ſelves with other things, bur apply | 
your ſelves to this. amendment of heart and life with all ſpeed and Ty | 
with all diligence. Let Cham be your warning,truſt not inlying words. 1 

' And further, nowthat you fee in the Arke among the eight If 
erlons. one Hypocrite, who did afterwards evidently diſcover 

: hypocriſie, Jearnero know that there will be ſuch in the Church | 
tothe worlds. end, as were: alſo-in the family of Abraham, Iſaac, 


Iacob, | 
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| | Jacob, David,Hezckiah and other good men, even tares among the] 
wheate, and goates among the ſheepe, and unfrairfull branches inthe 
vine, that you may learne as to fcare your ſelves, ſo eſpecially tg 
ſatisfic your owne hearts,and not to be offended by the like accidents 
| in your owne times. If a man thar hath long lived in an orderly 
courſe of life and gotten himſelfe the name of a good man, and en. 
joycd many benefits inthe Church, ſhall afterwards fall quite away 
from goodneflſe, and manifeſt himſclfe to have beene no better then 
a Cham, let not this trouble you nor diſmay you, neither take yoy 
occaſion from their wickedneſle ro condemne either goodnefle it 
ſclfe or good men, asto ſay that they be all diſſemblers, there is ne. 
yer a better in the pack, but improve their fall to the making of: 
your ſclves more watchfull over your ſclves, and prayer-full for 
your ſclves: and ſtill love and honour Gods Church, though ſome; 
that profcſſe themſelves to be lively members of it,doe manifeſt their 
guile by their utter falling away at the laſt. 
We have done with the goodneſſe of God to Cham in ſuffering him 
tolivein the Arke. Now follow his ſins. 
+.His Cones, | The firſt finne which we gather from that which ſucceeded is this, 
rt. He was a |that he wasan Hypocrite, one that contented himſclfe with a bare! 
| Hypocrite. | gutward ſhew of goodnefle, and did not labour for the power of it to' 
humble him, to diſcover his ſecret faults to him, and to heal his 
ſoule by bringing the Image of God,even the divine nature to him, 
which wasalſo the finnc of Caine beforc, and after roo of Eſau and 
of Indas, and Achitophel, and many others. Take you heed of this 
Brethren,take you heed of this. Beware that you benot Hypocrites,! 
ſatisfied with ſome cxternall ſhew of religiouſneſle joyned with ci- 
| vill converſation of life, freedome from grofle finnes, and orderly 
| living to the world-ward, but ſccke aftcr the ſoule-ſpirit of godlineſle, 
| which confiſts in finding out and reforming the corruption of your 
, natures, and the ſecret diſorders of your inward man, He that 0 
/ prayeth and hearcth,that theſe ordinances make him ſee and be hum- 
| bled in the fight of the filthie quagmire of finne that is within him, by 
| | which he iscarried from God to himſelfe, and to finne, and the world 
'for his owne ſake, and labours to have his infide more and more 
| | cleanſed and reformed, and drawne up to Godand the things of God, 
this man is atrue Chriſtian, But he thar ſatisfies himſelfe in an out- 
( ward forme of holy dutics and of civill honeſt converſation, not di- 
| ving tothe depth of his heart, this man may proove, and it he mend 
| not will proove a guilefull Cham arlaſt. 
z.He Cay the | But now his nextſinneis, and Ham the Father of Canaan ſaw thent-| 
Pi gn® O* | kedneſſe of his Father, If he had ſuddenly and occaſionally come into 
Geng 22 | the place where Noah lay uncovered, and his eyes before he wasa- 
ware, had lighted on that objeR, and he had preſently turned away 
his countenance from it with griefe for his old Parcnts fault, and 
out of tender compaſſion, that ſeeing had beene no finne. Bur the 
| meaning is, he gave himſelfe to ſtand and gaze upon his Fathers 
un- + 
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unbcſecming carriage and unſeemely parts, ſo as rodclight init, and 
thereby to ſtirre up and nouriſh in himſclfe a contempt and flight 
eſteeme of his Father. Hee did not ſee it with pitic and remorſe, 
and make the beſt of ir as of a matter of infirmity, into which the 
good old man fell unawares: but he beheld it with gladneſſe, laugh- 
ter, derifton, jelting, ſporting at his Fathers nakedneſſe and milſ- 
demeanour. - This is agreat fault to behold the finnes and offences 
chictely of Parents and other ſuperiours,and moſt of all of godly and 
holy men, Fathers of the Church and of Religion as well as of our 
perſons, I fay,to behold their faults with an over-open and agreedy 
eye, with ſcorne and ſcoffes and contempt of them and of piety, and 
of goodneſle in and thoroughthem. For this certainely comes from 
nothing clſe, but a ſecret diſlike and averſneſſe from goodnefle it 
ſelte, againſt which we are glad to pick a quarreil, and are willin 
to have ſomewhat to objeR againſt it, that wee may hinder our 
ſelves from imbracing it, and froma gladnefle alſo to have ſomewhar 
toalleadge in excuſe of our owne naughtineſſe, and for the imbol- 
dening of our ſclves to perſiſt in it ſtill without feare. Ir is nothin 
but hypocrific, I meane a being contented with a falſe counterfeir 
goodneſle, yea willingneſſe ro favour and allow our ſelves in our 
owne finnes, that maketh us with joy and delight in our ſelves and 
ſcorne and contempt againſt them, to gaze upon the faults and ill 
carriages of the godly men with whom wee live, which is alſo ſo 
much the more aggravated, if the reverence which we owe them in 
regard of their places, and love in regard of their neerenefle to our | 
ſelves, have not beene able to withdraw us from ſuch injuriouſ- 
neſle, 

This is one finne of Ham, curſed Hamthe Father of Canaan, come 
land examine yourſelves, if none of you have ated Hams part againſt 
your Parents, againſt the Magiftrate, againſt the Miniſter, againſt 
any Chriſtian or neighbour : Have you not beheld the faults of 
any ſuch with content and gladneſſe in it? have you not beene 
willing to ſtand thinking of that fault * and to make your hearts 
thereby bold to deſpiſe and fleight them, to laugh ar them and to' 
cenſure them. If this have beene to a perſon neere and eminent, 
the fault receives great aggravation by that circumſtance, but if 
it have beene done to any Chriſtian man though nor of ſuch 
worth or neereneſle, or ro any man at all, ir was a wickednefle to 
be abhorred, ſhewing a moſt uncharitable diſpoſition; for charity 
rejoyceth not in iniquity, that is, is not glad to ſce another commit 
ſinne, and withall an heart that is willing to hide its owne finnes 
and make them ſceme little or nothing, and make it ſelfe bold ro- 
commit them ſtill by beholding other like finnes 'in other men | 
chiefely ſuch as are bound in duty to be, and in reaſon fhould be 
expected to be better then ones ſelfe : hee alwaics ſees the faults 
of others to ſome miſchievous intention and with ſome evill af- 
tetion that lookes upon them with an open and carneſt cy, as ta- 
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| king ſome content in this, that ſuch-and ſuch alſo be 'bad-as well) 
as hinaſelfe. NS ON 
Now if you have runne into ſuch a fault, call. it to mince andre. 
pent of ir, and know that how great. ſoever the crime was, your 
| crime was as great or greater in ſo beholding;/” Hams thus beholdin 
his Fathers nakedneſſe was worſe then his Fathers diſcovering him. 
ſelfe. And now I require you to make Ham your warning, doe 
not as he did, but as your owne conſciences tell you thathe ſhould 
have done. Aske thy ſelfe if thou beeſt a reaſonable man' of any. 
judgement, whar ſhould this ſonne have done in {uch a caſe,ſhould: 
he not have turned away his eyes from looking on ſuch a ſpeatz. 
cle, ſhould he not have ſighed ard mourned, and ſaid, alas, alas, 
how hath this befalne my poore aged and godly Father, O how 
was he ovenaken with wine that was never wont to exceed him- 
ſelfe in ſoode or the like. Should he not h:ve prayed God to for. 
give him and havetold himſelfe in this wiſe, ah doe thou Tearne 0 
Cham, how weake a thing aman is, and how: apr to fall into finne, 
that thy ſelfe maiſt Jearne ro be more watchful, and ſo have caſt ſome! 
garment overthe old man to have ſaved him from further diſgrace, if! 
any other perſon might have had occaſion to-approach him : Sure! 
you cannot but yeeld that Chams, duty had beene to have carried him-! 
ſclfe thus reſpeQively and pitifully rowards his Father, doe you as/ 
duty bound him to doe, not as leudneſſe and naughtinefle promp- 
red him to doe, Mend his faulis and imitate. them nor, 'be rcfor- 
mers and net followers of what was amiſle. in him : Commiſerare 
the finnes; and falls of other men, chicfely Parents, Magiſtrates, Mi-; 
niſters, Aged men, and men of former godly converſation and of 
vertuous and, religious carriage in other things : I ſay commiſerate 
them, pray for them, lament their weakeneſſe and their flips, rake 
notice of your owne dangers and ſo wake your ſclves by their offen- 
|ces. But whoſoever will contemplate ſuch dolefull fights with glad- 
'nefle and inſultations, ſaying, Ah, 4b4, as David ſpeaketh of his 
{ Adyerfarics, that man will colle& boldnefle to finne and impeniter- 
cic in finne, and afleighting of righteouſnefſe and righteous men from 
| ſuch offences, and ſo will ſtumbleand fall anddeſtroy himſclte againſt 
thoſe blockes as they may be termed. 
Bur I come to another fault of Chams. He contented not himſelfeto 
| He acquainted] ſee but muſt alſo blab abroad whar he hed feene, and tclls itnoralone 


his Brethre ” , p : 
with his Ea. | ©O ONE, but tO his two Brethren that were withour and did nor ſee it. 


| 


hers naked- | Helefrhis Father ſtill uncovered, and gets him out of doores to finde 


neffe. Sem and Taphet, and ſo ſoone as he met with them, reports, nodoubt 


laughingly and flceringly what he had ſeene, like enough adding allo 
words tothis purpoſe, to draw them tothe like, and bid them goein 
| and they ſhould ſce ſuch a thingas they would little have thoughtever 
to have ſcene, Butlerus ſatisfic our ſelves to take the faulr as iris {ct 
downe. He told the fault and told it to his two Brethren that were 


| without and nceded not to have beene acquainted with their Fathers|F 
na-\ 
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nakedneſle, if hee wretched whiſperer could haye commanded him- 
ſelfe filence. | 


So you have in him that foule ſinne of whiſpering of another mans | Whiſpering is 


faults behind his backe, aggravated with the conſideration of the | * er <*t bn. 
erſons againſt whom he ſinned, his Father, and towards whom, his | 
Bretheren both of them, and where, even without. Iris a finne and | 
wickedneſſe to ſcatter abroad the faults of others, and to divulge 
thoſe matters of diſgrace againſt them, which a man might eafily | 
keepecloſe, if he were maſter of his mouth, and is not bound by any | 
duty to reveale z and eſpecially to blab them to ſuch as elſe would | 
not know them, and ſuch as might be moſt grieved and hurt by hea- | 
ring them. This ] ſay is a finne, it proceederh either from atwat-| 
ling laxative humour caufing thata man muſt ventall he knowes, and 
be talking of many things, orelſe from an uncharitable diſpoſition | 
to the party whoſe name one tenders not, his perſon one loveth 
not, Jt is hurtfull to the ſpeaker, feeding his hypocrifie, making 
him ready to commit the ſame or the like finnes, and hurrtull to the | 
hearer, to infet him or to grieve him, and to him of whom report | 
is madeto reproach and difcredithim, and withdraw the heart of the 
hearers from him. It is much aggravated when the thing reported | 
is falſe and uncertaine, taken up upon mecre hearefay, and the 
perſon of whom } ſpeake, either my Parent, Brother, Friend 
or Superior, my Magiſtrate, Maſter, or of note in the Church, | 


' 
. 


2a Miniſter, or eminent in goodneſle,as this juſt Noah. This was the | 
| fault of Cham. | 


| Tcall upon your conſciences to find out yourſinnes inthe like kind, | 
if not degree, have you not ſpoken of the faults of your governours | 
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or of others, to others meerely to diſgrace, or elſe meerely to hold | 


[up talke when other matter failed. Bretheren do not count this a 
{mall offence, a talebearer, a whiſpercr, a revcaler of ſecrets, is no 
mall offender. Hee doth not walke according to the plaine rule of 
'our Chriſtian Religion, doe 4s you would be done to, he doth not bridle 
his rongue, he doth not walke according to charity. He 1s injurious | 
'tothe name of another, and a wrong doer to the whole world, b 
ſcattering abroad examples of evill, hee ſhewes himſelfe no hater of 
{inne, that lovesas it were the ſmell and ſavour of it. He isa manifeſt |* 
'tranſgrefſor of Gods Commandement, and at laſt makes himſelfe 
 odious ro thoſe that heare him, and to thoſe tharare ill ſpoken of by 
him; For the hearer cannot chooſe bur diſcourſethus, if hee ſpare | 
hot anothers name, whether will he ſpare mine in another place, and 
[therefore I have no reaſon to truſt him or be familiar with him, and 
he whom he hath miſreported will heare of it ar laſt, and then hee 
[will hate him, as a perſon treacherous and falſe-hearted, and cannot 
but reaſon thus with himſelfe, ſo long I have lived by him and fo 
neare, ſo often have I beene in his company, hee never opened his 
month to admoniſh me, but in mine abſence to do me diſgrace hee 
hath not beene ſparing. It cannot " that he wiſheth my good = his 
cart, 
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heart, thatuſcth nor his tongue to do me the greateit good, thatis, tg 
retorme, but doth imploy it trodoe me the greateſt hurt he can, tha 
is,to diſgrace me. 
Thercforc if you have beene whiſperers,'fce the faultand be ſorry, 
| Iris a Cham liketreſpaſſe. And now charme your tongues I pray you, 
| as from all cvill language, ſo ſpecially from telling other mens ſecre] 
| finnes abroad, and making that open which might have bcene well] 
| kept cloſe: Whoſocever hath made his Brothers faults, eſpecially a 
| Parents or the like, open to any man, ifhe himſclfe might have kept 
them from that one wichour finne, hath committed a finne in ſo doing, 
Further then wee are moved by the neceſſiry of our duty to reveale! 
other mens offences, we are bound in duty to conceale them, farther! 
'then it would haye beene a finne not to have ſpoken of them, ir can- 
:not but be a fſinne to talke ofrhem. You muit not thinke, that it is a 
'your liberty to declare your neighbours ſecret faults, when you will 
| your ſclves, you would nor have others deale ſo with you. As wee 
' may not lawfully hurt our neighbours body till ſome neceſſity of duty 
bind us, ſo neither his name, for the ninth Commandement, at leaſt 
[rhe fift requireth to be as chary of thar,as rhe fixt doth ro be chary of 
his body. Ceaſe, ceafe to be whiſperers, above all take heed you 
bee not worſe then Chams, for hee ſpake nathing bur whar he ſaw 
with his owne eyes, O do not you dare to ſpeake what you never 
| ſaw, but either conjecture alone of your owne head,or haveonely heard 
of others. | 
Thus wee have done with Chams fault, now let us conſider his pu-: 
niſhments. | 
z. His puny] God curſed him in his ſonne Canazr, not that himſclfe in perſon! 
_—_ | was exempted, burthat the curſe ſhould ſhew it ſclfe moſt apparently 
bim in his ſov] UPON Canaan, and that Iſrael might be more encouraged to goe un 
Cana zn. againſt the Cananzes, a nation antiently curſed of God, and his curſe 
ſtandeth in this, that he ſhould be 4 y Seas of ſervants, not ſo much 
romen, although that alſo in that was underſtood and fulfilled,burto 
| Idols, to finne, to Satan. So Cham by diſcovering his Fathers fanlt 
gcts a grievous curſe upon himlelte and his poſterity, 

O learne to terrifie your ſelves from this finne, by threatning your 
ſelves with this curſe. Shall ] provoke God to curſe me and my chil- 
| dren after me 2 ſhall Iſow the ſeed of mifery for my ſelfe and thoſe 
| that are tocomeofmy body hereafter £ Ler Gods ſeverity upon thoſe 
whereof himſelfte hathgiven us knowledge inthe word, make us care- 
full ro preſerve our ſelves from their offences, and to that let us both 
acktowledge our owne aptnefle to the ſame crimes, and inability to 
deliver our ſelves fromthem, as alfo crave at the hands of God the 
| gracious helpe of his Spirt to preſerve us. 

, - any dcmang, But why ſhould the curſe fall on Canaar for Chams 
| Tauit £ | 

I Anſwer, The Lord hath all the children of all wicked men ſo 
| free obnoxious to his juſtice, that it cannot be a wrong in him to] 
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u\iſh the Father in the ſonnes,orthe ſonnes in the Parents. So have _ Cs 
8 | done with Cham. | eta 
The next bad man of whoſe badnefſe the Holy Ghoſt takesnotice 
is-Nimrod, Hee was the fourth from Noah, and thus his gencologie 
riſeth, Noah, Cham, Cuſh, Nimrod. His name ſignificth wee will re- FI 
bell, or a r*bell, whitherby chance or otherwiſe givento him ; ot him RY 
this one thing alone is noted, that hee began to be mighty in the earth, | 
Gen.10.8. hee was a mighty hunter before the Lord, inſomuch that his 
name gave occaſion to a proycrbiall ſpeech, if any man would de- 
ſcribe a violent tyrannicall fellow, he would ſay, 4s N:mrod the mighty 
hunter, By hunter here is not mcant an hunter of bcaits, but an hun- 
ter of men, the word tranſlated hunting may well be engliſhed foode 
or prey, and hee may be called a man of prey, thar is, of ſpoile and 
booty. Hee was the firſt that affeed to cre a Monarchie, and to | The grit that 
make himſelie a commander over men by force and ſtrength of armes, | trove co are& 
ſothart his ſinne, was ambition, uſurpation, tyranniſing, that is,a vi- | * $9nuece 
olcnt inforcing mento yeeld to his dominion, whether they would or _ 
not, though he had no right ortitle to command overthem, for hee | 11; amulos 
K |was the ſonne of Cham, who was the youngeſt of Nochs ſonnes, and. 
withall accurſed of Godto be a ſcrvant of ſervants, and yet he would 
KW [make himſelfe acommander over others, and we have it noted whar 
City he began firſt ro ere his ryrannie in, v1, Babel, whence it may 
ſcemethe plague ſpoken of afterwards did drive him, and yerhe left 
not but went to other Cities, and made his dominion till larger and 


Nimrod, | | 


larger. 
no of him to take heed of ambition and tyranny, J need nat \ 
© |to pray you to forbeare a _ uſurpation over Cities and na- 
I |tions, butrake you heed of thar degree of tyranny which is incicent 
(8 |to men of your ranke, even of carrying out your owne' will againſt | 
W |<quity and right. A tyrant is an odious name, this mighty huntin | 
8 | made Nimrod infamous, he did openly profefle and practiſe it, which 
8 [ſeemeth ro be meant by calling him mighty hunter in the fight of God, 
He carcd not for God nor man, but openly and in the ſight of God 
and man attempred to ſubdue the nations and people round about 
him, and ro make himſclfe agreat commander, Put away from you 
[ambition, vaine glory, coverouſneſle, violence, and all thoſe finnes 
which are together wrapped up in this one word tyranny ; fo Ihave 
done with theſe two particular finners. | 
I goe on to ſer before you a troupe of finners all at once, whereof 
L conceive that Nimwod vas the ringleader, for it was done at Babylon 
his Ciry which he built, and which he had conſtituted the head and T4 
Mctrapolitan City of his dominion. The fault you have ſer downe, 
Gen.11.2,3,4. viz. thit paſſing through the countrey E:ſtward from | Ty. pabyto- 
the place where Noh lived, and meeting with a very fruitfull plaine | atans. 
in the land of Shinar, that is, of Chaldes, they conſulred to make 
brickes ( for thatthe co'mtrey afforded not hewne ſtone, ) androuſe 
a kind of naturall morcar or ſlimc that abounded in that place in ſteed 
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| of artificiall mortar, and ſoto build a City and a Towne that ſhould 
reach up to Heaven, mooved thereto partly out of an ambitious de. 
| fire of a grear name and credit to continue long afterwards, and tg 
ſpread farre and ncere for the preſent, to prevent diſperfion, which 
their guilty conſciences cauſed them to feare, though no ſuch thing 
was yet begun to be executed uponthem. Here we muſt informe you 
of their finne, which was not ſimply the building of a City, nor buil. 
ding of it of ſuch matter, but ambition and vaine glory, and carnall 
confidence, and then the puniſhment of their ſinne in the dividing of 
their tongues, and ſcarterivg themabroad. 

Firſt then their in is a vaine-glorious _— of a ſtrong Ciry and 
an exceeding high tower, joyned with a confident perſwafion that 
they ſhould ſave themſelves from any miſchiefe and calamity, by 
| meancs of 'their City. The occaſion that did further them to this 
worke is, thatthey were all of one language, and ſo would eaflly agree! 
upona bad thing, and thatthey met with a fit place, and had fir matter 
bricke and ſlime, and thatthey were ſo fully bent upon it to finiſh this: 
their tower, thatno meanes was left ro ſtopthem, but Gods comming: 
downe upon them with ſome heavy chaſtiſement, I conceive that they 
| had finiſhed, or neere finiſhed their City, and were now ſetting apace. 
and cagerly about the tower, afore the Lord did crofſe them by that 
puniſhment. For ſecing Babel was the beginning of Nimrods King- 
dome, and that he could not have finiſhed it after the diviſion of 
rongues, if he had nor done it wholly, or for the moſt part before, it 
will follow in likclihood, that they were permittcd to ſcttle there: 
long while, and to finiſhtheir Ciry. But whenthey grew ſo mad that 

with a City they would have a Tower, as it were to outface God and 
ſave them from diſperſion in deſpight of him, then it was hightime 
viiaealiny for the Lord himſelfe to oppoſe them. Here there are 3. finnes, 
Carnalicon- | I» Vaine-glory, 2. Carnall confidence, 3. Wilfulnefſeand obſtinacy, 
rye _- Vaine-glory, forthey ſought aname by an exceeding ſtrong City and 
Ovtinacie. {high Tower.. '2. Carnall confidence, for they imagined to make 
themſclves ſafe from diſperſion and miſery, by meancs of that City 
and Tower. '3. Obſtinacy, becauſe that God himſelfec witneſſeth 
they were ſo fully bent upon their projeRs, that except by violence, 
there was no.way to ſtop them in their attempts. Here be z.ſinnes in 
the Babel-builders Tower. 

They gave themſelves to earthly mindednefle in hunting after 4) 
name, and-this they would get forſooth, by ſuch a building as the 
AAA world had never ſcene the like for greatneſle and height, and never 
NOT ſhould ſce, Be not you yaine-glorious, ſtudying to doc ſome cantly 
vainethirig, for which you may be talked of farre-and neere, and for 
along time, [This is vaine-glory, the vice by which men affe&to be | 
famous and much: talked of,- and magnified in rhe world for ſome 
great carthly;matter that they havegotten,” for getting agreat dealc of 
riches together, for raiſing their family, for a fine houſe, for being 
thefirſt rhar did ſuch orſuch a thing gr the like. Be nor I ſay vaine- 
J | | 
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, . . .Carnall con- 
But againe, take heede alſo of carnall confidence, that is, promi- MP apodar gar” = 


|bevanity and lies, they arc the arme of fleſh. Truſt nor in Princes, 
traſt not in Horſes or in Chariots, truſt nor. in wiſedome, truſt not 
inman. The Holy Ghoft doth every where diſſwade men from this 
yaine confidence, and pronounceth acurſe againſt them that craſt in 
fleſh and tells them that they wichdraw their hearts from God. He 
that conceiverh ſo well of any exrhly thing as to promiſe himſcife 
fafery from that, is made carelefſe by rhat of ſecking Gods favour, 
andis ſo carneſt after that, as hee will noe have leaſure to thinke of 
plating and obeying God, and ſecking to him and truſting on him. ' | 
t is a fearcfull finnc, and yet acommon one, hardly can men keepe 
their hearts from committing this idolatry, you muſt humbly pray 
to God to diſcover to you the vanity of all earthly and rerrene 
things, and to ſhew his Omnipotency and All-ſufficiency, that ſo he 
be your confidence and your dread. | | 
ly, beware of that finne of wilfullneſſe and obſtinacie, that] z.Obftinacieis| | 
areſo bent upon anevill courſe, as no words nor other like meanes| #61. 
will turne you from your ill courſes, this was the finne of Fhies 
ſonnes, of Pharaoh, of Iſracl, of _Amaziah. This is a fore-rumner 
of thiſchiefe, Hee that bardens his heart againſt a reproofe | 2 ſor:ly 
come to miſchiefe, let wo man ſlay bim, When the Lord ſees thar 
words will not ſerve the turne, he comes with rods, and if the rod 
will not divert men from their evill paths, then ſwords muſt.| 
Wherefore put you on a flexible and traQable diſpofition, and an: 
\ | heart chat will cafily be difſwaded from an evill way. Pray to God, 
prayto him to give you a minde full of light that may quickly dif- 
ceme evill, andan heart full of ſoftneſſe that may quickly be with- 
drawne from it. : | 
Now conſider the puniſhments, God comes downe to ſee, that is] Their 
| | [takes notice of their finne and wilfullneſſe in it, and therefore con-ſ men." 
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ſulrs with himſclfc, the Father with the Sonne and Holy Ghoſt to | 
g2e downe (by the powerfull worke of his hand) and to confound | 
their languages, and by that meanes to ſtop their worke and ſcatter 
them thence, from which cffct the world did call that Cirtie Babe! 
or confulion, ſo inſtead of great honour and a grear name, they 
gate ſhame and confuſion,- and were thence diſperſed, from whence 
they expeRted ſafety from diſperfion, Thus God catcheth the wic- 
ked in their owne devices, brings miſchiefe on them. from that 
wherein they traſted for ſafety, and ſhame fromthat from which they 
expected glory, Yea ſee here, that God hath ſtrange and unwonted 
puniſhments tolay upon finncrs,for who would have ever had a dreame 
of ſuch a thing as this,viz.to havethem made unable ro ſpeake their! 
mother languages, and all of a ſodaine to ſpeake gibriſh one to ano. / 
ther. So powerfull is God over man that he cantake from him, his 
tongue, his wit, his ſoulc, all things in a moment. 

It was an heavie chaſtiſement making way to much ignorance! 
and barbariſme, and to much warrce and bloudſhed , and to a 

cat cſtrangement among mankinde, and to great toile and 1a. 

ur for the gerting of all learning , and caufing much errour 
and miſtaking in all Arts and Sciences chiefely in Religion, fo 
that next to our caſting out of Paradiſe and to the floud it deſer- 
veth the name of the heavieſt puniſhment that the world hath felt, 
yea inreſpeR of. the ſucceſſion of men it was worſe: rhen the loud, 
that onely. drowned the men who lived: in the preſent time, +this 
hath drowned in ignorance and errour all juccceding rimes. . Let us 
feare the Lord our God who onely doth wonderfull things, and can| 
tell how to plague his enemics with heavie ſcourges. We have now 
finiſhed the Examples of theſe bad men. 


v 
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bet, their yer- 
rues,they cove» 
red their Fa- 
thers'nakednes, 
Gen.g 23. 


| | whichthey barc unto him. Thus, thus ſhould all good children doe, 


Looke to the good, Sem and Taphet,and Sems poſterity to Abram. 
Of Sem note his good deed, his reward and his death z for his good 
\deed, it was common with him and Zaphet, they went backward, 
; and ſo covered their Fathers nakednefle, that they might not ſee it, 


partly out of modeſty, and partly out of filiall reverence and reſpeR 


even refuſe to ſee their Parents nakedneſſe or any thing that might 
withdraw a due regard and feare of them, any finnes or weakeneſles 
of "theirs notwithſtanding, yea all men :ſhould be ſo truly loving 
 one.towards another, as to uſethe mantle and vycile of love to cover! 
a'multitude of finnes, fo as to goc backward as it were and not ſee 
them, Wee ſhould whar in us lies and fo farre as duty will ſuffer, 
conceale the faulrs of all men, further then the neceflity of healing 
them and of preventing the miſchicfe that may elſe follow of 
them. will permit us. Every man would be fo dealt witchall him- 
ſclfe.Who doth nor praiſe the vertuous carriage of theſe two Bre- 
thren. ]mitate it, I befeech you chiefely towards Parcnts, Mag/- 
ſtrates, Miniſters, keepe ſecret if you can their ſecret faules, and 
{ hide their ſhame from breaking forth. Nothing is more fit to be 
| | 6] COVE- 
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coyered then finne. Ir is 1;ke a carkaſſe which doth leaſt hurt when 
it is buried under ground, ſo farre therefore as duty will ſuffer you, 
bury, bury it,under ground with it, and leticlic hid under the garment 
of filence. See it not if you can chooſe, ſay nothing of ic more then | 
you muſt needs. 
Now conſider the bleſſing with which their goodnefſe was rewar- Theirbenefi, 


ded, Sem had God for his God and the dominion of Canaan given |< **ligion 
: | was continued 


him, that is, the true Religion was to continue in his poſterity, the | in their poſte- 
Meſſiah tocome of him, and his ſcede to have the poſſeſſion of the | ricy. 
land of Canaan, and Taphet at laſt was to be brought to the parti- 
cipation of the ſame Religion with him, by the perſwaſion of the 
Goſpell. So it is a great mercy to have the rrue Religion continued 
in a mans poſterity, and to be brought from errour unto the truth. 
Whether 7aphets ſelfe were a godly man, it is not certaine, but in 
doubtfull things it is good to incline to the beſt fide, and to take 
things in the beſt part, therefore we will hope that he was ſo, and 
with Sem: did inherit the bleſſing in his perſon as well as after his 
ſeed was admitted'unto ir. And let us now blefſe God that hath per- | - 
formed this Propheſic, forit is likely that we of theſe Countries arc 
of Taphets poſterity, and now we ſcethe Lord of Heaven be bleſſed, 
that God hath perſwaded usto acceptand imbrace Chriſt and ſo to 
dwell indeed iin the tents of Sem. 
But now forthe ſeede of Sem they were theſe, eArphaxad who li- | The ſeede of 
ved 438 yeares, almoſt 200 fewerthen his Father Sem, as Sew did | 2% 
350 fewer then Noah. Selah wholived 433 yeares, the halfe alone | 
of the lives of men before the floud, for at the loud God did ſhor- 
ten mens lives by halfe, to keepe them from ſo great a height of 
wickedneſle, as inthat long lived age they came unto, andro ſhorten 
the toile of the godly upon earth. Heber lived 4.64, the longeſt of | 
all but Se after the floud, it is likely he was a very worthy man, 
from him the name Hebrewes came to his poſterity, and endured for 
many yeares after. Peleg lived 239 yeares, about the building of 
the Tower of Babel, ſo you ſee then God ſhortened mans life one 
[halfe, ſeeing them againe ro grow ſo cxorbitantly wicked. Res lived 
alſo 239 yeares, juſt as long as his Father, which is.not found in any | - 
other chat I remember. Serug lived 230 yeares. Nahor lived 148 
yeares, it may ſeeme that he was the firſt of the Patriarkes that fell 
toIdolatry, for Laban ſware by the gods of Nahor, therefore his life 
almoſt by halfe as ſhort as any of his predeceſſors. Then Terdb 
lived 205 yeares, he fell to Idolatry but repented afterwards and 

went with his ſonne <Abraham towards the land of Canaan, 

dying in the way, and buried his cldeſt ſonne before 
himſclfe, which had not befalne any Parriarke 
before that we readeof. 
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T 1s agreed upon by all, that from _Adaw 
tothe floud there paſſed 1656 yeares inclu. | 
fively, I mecane from the beginning of Adams | | 
Creation, Noah was the tenth from-LAdam 
incluſiyvely, Abraham the tenth from Noah 
excluſively. I meane not reckoning Noah as 
one. How many yearcs paſſed berwixt the 
floud and Abrahams birth, it 1s uncertaine, 
becauſe the relation of Abrabams birth Ger. 

11.26, js ſet downe in ſuch words as have miniſtred occaſion of 
difference to the Reader. Terdh begat Abraham, Nabar and Haran, 

bu at what age he begat cach of them, it is not manifeſted : Some 

thinke, that Abraham was the firſt-borne, begottenat his fathers 70 

| yeare, ſome thinke that hee was the youngeſt begotten at his 130 

| yeere, fo there is differenceof 'yeercs in the account by this meanes, 

6 0 yeares; but I rather incline ro them that thinke, Abraham was the 

\<ldc ſonne at his Fathers 95o yeare, for ſurcly if Abrahams Father 

ad beehe, able ro become a Father at 130 yeares, it would not 
tave beenc ſaid of Abrahams cle, that he was as good as dead at 

|2 roo yearcs old, It is improbable, that there ſhould have beene o 

cat differenceof bodily ſtrength berwixt the Father and the Sonne. 

[NOW from 'LAbraham forward, the Holy Ghoſt maketh his ſtory | 

| more” 
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more large thenthat of former times. We ſhall follow Gods penand. 
propound unto you this Father of the faithfull, that by doing his 
workes you may ſhew your ſclycs his children. In him looke to his 
t. Birth, 2. Life, 3. Death. 
Abrahams For his Birth, he was the ſonne of Terah, borne as ſome thinke 
[9 about the 200th yeere of the world,ſome 352 yeeres after the Aloud, 
| but as ſome thinke 60 yeeres ſooner, about 1948 of the world, and 
| His Life. after the loud 298. For his life we will conſider his carriage good 
and bad, and the things that befell him good and bad. 
| | Let us begin with his yertuces and good deeds, and obſerve himas 
an excellent patterne of all ycrtues and goodnefſe,that we may profit 
the berter by confidering his life more particularly. Let us ſee what, 
eu and good deeds he praftiſed rowards God firſt,and then to- 
wards m 


ex vereurs 1%] Firſt for"God, hee is commended for faith, Abraham faith the 
: Hisfaich, | Author of the Hebrewes, by faith called of God, &c. and Abraham by 
Heb.1t.8. [faith offeted wp, ſo that faith he had, and was called the friend of 
James 3,23, | God, as the Apoſtle S. 7ames witneſſerh, now without faith no man 
| can poſſibly pleaſe Ged or be his friend. So had Abel as we ſhewed 
[you before, ſo had Noah, ſohad Henech, ſo had all the godly at 


{All times. This grace is the cardinall grace, the radicall grace, rhat 
| 


{ upon which all other graces grow as on their roote,and on which they 
| move asthe doore upon its hinges. Therefore you that would be 
{called the children of A bram,hcires of the bleſſing of Abram, come 
| and compare your ſelves with him, and ſee whether you be faithfull 
What faich is,| $ he was, to that end know, that fairh is the grace by which we be- 
| leevethings inviſible and ſupernarurall concerning another life herc- 
after. So the Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth walking by faith from walking 
by ſence or fight, and Faith s ſaid 10 be the Evidence of things ni 
ſeene and zround of things hoped for. Reaſon and naturall diſcourſe 
will informe of things ſenſible and naturall concerning the pre. 
ſent life, bur the things that are above ſence and reaſon concer- 
ning a future life hoped for hercafter nothing doth informe us but 
= , and faith is that grace by which the ſoule belecverh ſuch 
things. | 

Three as of | | It hath three ſorts of aQs in regard of which ir is ſtiled by three 
_ SPE titles: Faith of God,” Faith to God, Faith in God. Faith of Godis 
| which hath *| that by which we beleeve that there is ſuch a God as indeed he is. 
foe as | All conccits of God arenot of faith, but thoſe apprehenſions of him 
which agree to his being and conceive himto be ſuch as himſelfe doth 
ſer forth himſclfero be, and you ſhall ſee what CHbrabam belceved 
concerning him. 1. He beleevedtharthis God was one and bur one 
as the Scripture witnefſeth of him. He worſhipped God, he called 
on the name of God, he builded an Altar ©o God, not to gods of 
nar_o but to one God Jzx nov an; 2; Hebelceved rhar this 
one God \ 

that hefſhoul 


te OY 


Heb,11,1, 


| hr Likes Omnipotent, able and willing to doe any thing 


ſpcake, viz. that he was All-ſufficicnt and fairhfull, + 
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S. Paul witnefſeth, being fully perſwaded that what he had ſpoken 
he was able alſoto performe, and Heb.rr. that he was ableto raiſe 
him from the dead. 3. He beleeyed that this one God was poſſeſſor 
and judge, and therefore alſo Maker of Heaven and Earth. And 


the wicked that lived in finne, and in ſparing and being favourabic 
to the righteous man that did ſtudy ro walke before him in a good 
converſation. Now theſe be the principall things to be aſſented un- 
to concerning God. 

Secondly, Abraham had faith ro God, that is, he gave conſent 
to all choſe things that God ſaid, becauſe he ſaid them, which ne- 
ceſſarily followeth from his acknowledgement of the rruth, power, 
and All-ſufficiency of God: So dorh the Author to the Hecbrewes 
note, that it was a land which after he ſhou!d receive for an inheri- 
tance, He belceved that God would give him that land according to 
his promiſe, and he beleeved above hope in hope, that he ſhould be 
Father of many Nations, and.it is ſaid, that God preached the Go- 


ſpell unto him, ſaying, 1» thy ſeed (which is Chriſt) hall all Nations 


be bleſſed. He belecved that of his ſeed ſhonld come the Meſſiah 
which ſhould free mankinde from the curſe, and make them par-akers 


of the bleſſing. So he belceved Gods threats againſt Sodome, that 
God would deſtroy it with fire. 


Thirdly, he believed in God. 1. He truſted upon his mercy in the 


promiſed ſcede;that for his ſake,not forthe worth of his owne righte- 
ouſncſle, God would be mercitull ro him and fave him. He belecved 
in God, and this faith was counted unto him for rizhteouſneſſe. He was 
juſtified by this fairh as the in'trument, he did not worke, meaning in 
reſpe& of juſtification, he did nor thinke to be pardoned and accepted 
tor rhe workes ſake, but beleeved in him that juſtified thoſe which in 
themſelves be ungod!y, by juſtifying he meanes, pardoneth their 
| linhes, asit is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not im. 
pute ſenne, for the promiſe was not madeto him bythe workes of the 
Law, but the rightcouſneſſe of faith, rhar is, the righteouſneſle wirh- 
out Workes as he deſcribed it before. Now if you have this faith and 


yaine doc you lay title to his inheritance. Therefore trie your ſclves, 
and if you haverthis faith then know your ſelves happy, if nor, you 
ae farre from bleſſednefſe, youare ſtill under the curſe. | 
But ſecondly, Abraham feared God. True faith will bring forth 
the feare of God, not the paſſion of feare, nor laviſh teare, nor 
feare of flight, burthe feare of caution and warineſſe, a not daring 
woffend God, as the Lord himſclfe witneſſed of him, ſaying, Now 
I know that thou feareft mee when thou haſt not ſpared thine onely ſopne. 
Loe, the feare of God is ſuch a diſpoſition of heart to God-ward, out 
df the apprehenfion of his excellency and preatneſſe and juſtice, 
hat will cauſe a man not to be bold to dare to omit any worke that 
Commandcment injoyneth him unto, and ſo not to commit any 


hb, 


4. That he was righteous and woulddoe righteouſneſle in puniſhing | 


alltheſe as of faith, then you are Abrahams ſonnes, if not, in| 


thing | 


0 
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2.Faith ro Good 


| 


Gal.z.8, 


3-Faith in God 


Rom. 4 3+ 
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2, He feared 
God, 


Gen.22.12., 


| 
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ent. 


Some ſpeciall 
ats of Abra- 
hams obedience 


The Example of Gus p.11,G&c 


thing that God condemneth, I pray you confider, have have you 
this vertuous feare of Gods Doe your hearts ftand in awe of him ? 
ſo that you flie from the offending and diſpleafing of him, as from 
thegreateſt of all evils; thoſe that have Gods feare before their cyes, 
they are godly like Abraham, thoſe that have it not, they arc wicked, 
as Abram thought the men of Gerar and Egypt to bez O labour for 
it, if you have it nor yet, get it, if you have it, labour to increaſe 
and nouriſh it by conſidering his great excellencie and great terrible. 
nefle, | 

A third vertue, Abraham had obedience, that is, his will was 
thoroughly ſubjzet to Gods will in all things, {o rhar he held this re- 
ſolution within himſelfe, that whatſoever God bad him doe that he 
would doe, for which God praiſed him,ſaying, becanſe thou haſt obeyed 
my voice, and the Apoſtle, ſaying, he obeyed and went out, Obedi- 
ence is a reſolution and indeavour to doe all that God bids,becauſe 
he bids. Let us take ſome ſpecial] ats of obcdience,wherein Abraham 
did crofle his reaſon, and his affeQion, and his credir, and his profit, 
and all to performe the will of God, even therefore onely,becauſe God 


SD ——  ———— 


| s Left his 

Countrey at 
Gods Com» 
mandement, 


2, Lived in 
' tents at Gods 
Commandes- 


bad him, whom he durſt not out of feare and would not bur out of loye 
follow in all things. 

Firſt, God gave him Commandement to leave his Countrey and 
Fathers houſe, to goe out into a land which he ſhould ſhew him : A 
ſtrong Commandement, leave all thy kindred and goe into a Cout- 
trey thou knoweſt not whither, but. goe from place to place as 1 
ſhall ſhew thee, Here ſeemed no reaſon in this Commandement,but 
Abraham obeycd it,Gen.12.1, 

Secondly,whenhe came into the land of Canaan, he did not build 
a Citie, nor an houſe there, but dweltin tents as the Apoſtle noteth, as| 


ment, 
Heb. 11.9, 


| 


| 


| 


3. Circumciſed 
himſelfe and 
| all the males 


a pilgrim and a ſtranger,not having poſſeſſion in itat all, ſo much as a 
foot, God gave him no place of abode, but cauſed him towander as 
himſelfe telleth,Gen.20.13. This ſeemed an unhappy and unſerled 
life, and fleſhand bloud could not take contemt in ſuch a kinde of li- 
ving, but becauſe God injoyned Abraham foto live. He ſubmitted 
himſelfe and did live ſo, fave that onely he boughta placets burie in| 
as being till mindfull of his death. 

A third heavie Commandement he received from God, Ger.17i| 
10. and 26, God made him to circumciſe himſelfe and all the males 


of his family, 


| 
| 


| himſcife and purhis body to that torment ? yet for all this, 4 


of his family,andall that ſhould afrer be borne when they were;eigit| 
daics old, and he made no queſtion of it:To circumciſe wasto cut of 
the top of the uppermoſt skinne of the ſecret part; This ſeemed the 
fooliſheſt thing inthe world, a mattcr of great reproach which would] 
make him, as it made his poſterity after, to ſeeme ridiculous to all the 
world, It carried an appearance of much undecencie and ſhamefull- 
neſle, to cauſe all his ſervants to diſcover themſelves unto him. Much 
more might have becne alledged againſt this ordinance, what good 
could irdoe £ what was any man the better becauſe he had wounded]: 
brahan| 
diſpu- 
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diſputed not, objeRed not, madeno contrary allegations, but preſently | 
the ſelfe ſame = tooke himſelfe and his ſonne 1ſhmael and all his ſer- 
|yants in his houſe, and circumciſed them according to the comman- 
dement of Almighty God, 

Yet a fourth commandement more tedious and contrary to reaſon 
and affetionthen all theſe, which was of it ſelfe exceeding grievous 
in his Gght, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth, that is, rhe expulſion or 
excommunicating of his ſonne 1/hmael, and of his mother Hagar, yet | 
when God commanded him to doe it, Gez.21. 12. hee roſe up the 
next morning betimes, v.14. and ſent away both the mother and the 
| ſonne. 

But laſt of all he obeyed a commandement, that ſeemed to contra- 
dit nature and religion, and Gods promiſe, and his owne falyation, 
|and the ſalvation of all men, and therruth and honour of God him- 
clfe, ſo that God was ſaid to try him to the utmoſt in that comman- 
| dement. It was in ſacrificing 1ſaac, as the Spiric of God noteth. Heb. 
11. and Gex.23. God bad himtake 1ſaac, and not inſtantly kill him 
inthe place, but goe three dayes journey, and not knocke him on 
the head and there an end, bur offer him for ſacrifice. But what was 
| hi ſonne, the ſonne of his old-age, the ſonne of his love which was 

ſodeare unto him, yea the promiſed ſeede in whom it was ſaid, 7 

| Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede be called, and this ſonne he offeredafter a moſt mel- 

ting conference betwixt himſclfe and 7ſaac his ſonne all alone. Here | 

[was an obedience incomparable and unparalable, no man ever 

| didthe like except our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered up himſelfe, 

Em muſt needes be dearer to himſelfe then Iſaac was to A- 
am, 

So now marke the excellency of Abrahams obedience, hee was 
obedient for the matter in hard and difficult things, tor the manner 
promptly and readily without gaine-ſaying$ ſpeedily ahd preſently 
without deferring, and univerſally without excepting, withour pic- 
king and chooſing. It you be able ro produce ſuch obedience to 
[juſtifie your faith, rhar it may appcare your faith is a working faith, 
then have you faith indeed and nor in word alone: but if your faith be 
[not accomparied with an obedience of the ſame kind, though not in 
the ſame degree, whereby you are able to yeeld your ſelvesto God, 
reſolving in all things readily and without delay or murmuring to yeeld 
unto him, how are you obedient? how have you faith, ſuch afaith 
was Abrahams, All therefore that ſay they beleeve as Abraham 
did, but yer obey not as «Abraham did, yea are wiltull againſt Gods 
Commandements, refuſing to doe knowne duties, and to leave 
knowne finnes, that will not circumciſe the foreskin of their hearts, 
tor leaye their countrey and Farhers houſe, nor caſt out their 1ſmae!s, 
Nor offer up their 1ſaacs, all ſuch are beleevers alone in ſhew and not 
n deed. Compare your ſelves with Abraham, and if your obedi- 
ce be not like his, I ſay as before, having the ſame ground, cxtent, 


add properties, it is bur a counterfeit faith whereof you boaſt, and no 
_ true\ 
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| true faith. Therefore now be carneſt with the living God to works 
in you true ſubjeRion to him, and to make you like Abr4h47 his ſer. 
vant : for God that wrought his heart to ſuch flexiblenefle, will ang 
can performe the ſame for you. Pray him to incline your hearrgyg 
his ſtatutes, beſeech him to write his law in your hearts, and to cauſe 
you to keepe his Commandements and judgements and doe them, 
| Andif you find ſuch an obedience, though notſogreat, yer that which 
| hath the ſameground, and ſtrives to atraine the ſame extent and pry. 
| perties, then take comfort, and be not afraid to call your ſelves ſonng 
and daughters of Abraham, for Zacheus was the ſonne of Abraham, 
| when leaving his greedineſſe, hce could make reſtitution and giyety 
the poote. 
4.He warts Now afourth vertue in Abraham, was religiouſneſlc, for it is ſaid of 
g19us, him, that hee built an Altar to God, and thar hee worſhiped God, 
and that he called on the name of God, and that he payed ithe of al 
(he had toe Melchiſedech, and this is for our learning. We muſt cal 
upon God, we muſt profefle and praftiſe true religioa, we mult offer 
reall ſacrifices on Chriſt the Altar, we muſt alſo pay tithes of ou 
poods, Gen.12.7. You havean Altarbuiltto God, a profeſſion of his 
[true religion among the Canamtes, there he called on Gods name, 
that is, performed publike worſhip of ſacrificing and praying, one 
named for all, And v.13.14. againe it is ſaid, that he came tothe 
[place of the Altar which he had made atthe firſt, and there called on 
the name of the Lord. And v.18. there at Hebron he built an Altarto 
the Lord, and when God appeared to him, C. 17.4.3. he fell on his 
face before God,. ſhewing all dueoutward reſpe&unto him, whenhe 
{ſpake unto him. Apd C.14. Melchiſedech was Prielt of the moſt high 
God, and he met Abraham and bleſſed him, and Abraham gave him 
tithesof all. TI do notthinke he meant onely of all the ſpoiles, though 
that hee did too, but a conſtant tithing of all he had ismeanr, This 
tiching was an acknowledgement of his ſubjefion to Melchiſedech, and 
ſo neceflary to be performed to Chriſt who is a Prieſt for ever after 
that order, who muſt bleſle and take the tithes of us. 

Surely tithing is no Leviticall ceremony, for it is not originally 
and primarily due to the Leviticall Prieſthood, buritis dueto aneter- 
nall Prieſthood, even that after the order of Melchiſedech, and there- 
fore ſo farreas I ſee, itmuſt be eternallydue, neither canany man law- 
fully forbeare to pay them to Chriſt, neither can any man receive 
them in Chriſts ſteede,but he that is Chriſts officerto preach in Chrilt 
ſteed and ſow his ſpiricuall things. | 
' Now l pray you looke thatyou be religious as Abraham, profeſk 
religion, come to Gods houſe, call on Gods name. Learne that pub- 
| lique prayer is an holy ordinance of God, frequent thar, and doendl 
| light and deſpiſe it as many of you do, offer up ſpirituall ſacrificest0 
| God, Pay your tithes'duely of all, which I know none of you al 
| thatdoth make conſcience of, youthinke that too deare a price to bu 


|the worſhip of God with, but why ſhould you not ſhew yearly al 
h | _—= 
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make it manifeſt to be a Leviticall ceremony, you might thinke your | 
ſelves diſpenſed with it by Chriſts comming ; But you cannot ſhew / 
any good reaſon why it ſhould beſo, and here is a good reaſon it was | 
inot{o, for it was due to a Prieſt of another order then that of Aaro, ' 
wherefore ſhew your ſelves truely religious, by a conſcionable ſcrting | 
apartto God the tithe of all you have, as Abraham did. For when | 
[herceit is ſaid he rithed all, and inthe Hebrew the ſpoiles, it isno reaſon | 

to ſhorten the wider place by the narrower, but ro reconcile bothro- ' 

gcther thus, he paid tithe of all; and alſo of the ſpoiles, as well as 

other things. I am in. hope to prevaile with you for allother things, | 

but in this I have no hope to prevaile, becauſe profit pleades againſt | 

|me,and becauſethe thing is controverted and denied by divers. Now * 

when a coſtly ſervice is queſtioned, O how hard is it toperſwade men | 

to ſee that truth and follow it. Well I ſhew you mine opinion, and | 

[ve it to God to perſwade you, but in other things which are nor. 
concroverted, I pray youto obey as Abraham did, and to ſhew your 

religion as hedid. And {o we have ſhewed you Abrahams faith, obe- 

dence, feare and devotion. O that we could ſhew the ſame vertyes in 

our lives. . 

\ Icometo ſhew you nextthe good carriage of Abravamto men-ward, | * His vertuou: 
Firſt himſclfe, then others. For himſelfe, I requeſt yours note, Firlt icifen, 
that he was avery humble man, tracly humblc, one that did <fte&me 1.Hew:s cruc 
himſelfe nothing in compariſon with God, and that is true humiliry, | ly humble, 
(to have a meane ecſteeme of himſelfe out of a true apprehenſion of | 

| Gods greatneſſe, and the infinite diſtance betweene God and him- | 

lelfe, you ſhall ſee this in Abraham, becauſe when God came to 

ſhew him what ſhould become of the Sodomites, and he out of mercy 

| was mooved to pray earneſtly for them, he ſaith unto God, am aut 
«8d aſhes, O good man, that when he came neere to God, he had a 


lence of his owne meaneneſle, and intitled himſclfe no better then duſt 


and aſhes, 

This humility muſt wee alſo be cloathed withall, it is a neceſſary 
fruite of the knowledge of God and ourſelves, without which we can- 
not be true Ceriſtians. It is the cabinet and ſtorchouſe of all graces. 
Irallures God togive us grace, ir cauſeth all croſſes to ſeeme caſy if 
God will lay them on, ir makes all duties appearereaſonable. ' It is a | phil.1.7. | 
(grace by which a man becommeth like unto Chriſt, who humbled | TL? 
and made himſelfe of no reputation. Pal was nothing in hisowne | Luk,14u1, 
eſtceme. David counted himſelfe a flea and a dead dog, and Chriſt 
hathſaid, that if we humble our ſclves we ſhall be exalred. For alas, 
eve not ſfinnefull, and ſhall we not then be humble 2 Be wee not ; 
mortal} men, be we not damnable creatures, and ſhall we not be hum- 
ble ! | Beloved, ſearchif you havethis grace, that is, a meaneeſtceme 
jof your ſelves in refpe& of your nothingnefſe compared to God, and 
your {infulneſſe in your ſelves, and if you find your ſelves laid low and 
_ vile inyour owne eſtimation,thisis to be like Abrabam, 
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' Youhave thevertues of Abraham inreipet of himiclte. Now inte. 
' ſpec of other men, . Firſt his family, then others withour his fa, 
.- | mily. | 
2, Trained up For his family, conſidered generally and ſpecially, Generally, he 
1 Family in] brought them up godlily and religiouſly, and raughechem vertue and 
| and feare of | goOdnefle, as is witneſſed of him, Gen,r8.19. I know bee will com- 
cons mand his houſhold to keepe judgement and juſtice, and to keepe the way 

of the Lord. It he had not taught them the good way how ſhould he 
require them to. keepe it, and the word fignificth ro command and 
The Hebrew | teach both, and ir isthat of which uſually rhe word rranflated precept, 
wo 's ambl-| doth come, Ahrahams then was carcfull to reach his people the 
A waics of God and to teach them all goodneſſe. Hee did that to his 

Eph,.6.4, {houſhold, which God hath commanded us, bring them up tz the nyy. 
ture and information of the Lord. For indeed God did bid him cir- 
cumciſe his children and ſervants, and if he mutt adminiſter the Seale 
of the Covenantto them, then he muſt teach them the Covenant 
it ſclfe,eventhe whole doctrineof godlineſle, 
| Brethren, benot anumber of you farre from following Abraham 
inthis marrer you have not gotzenſo much knowledge as to be able 
[tO teach your people the dodrine of true piety, the way of God, ju- 

ſtice and judgement, nor doe not ſtrive to get knowledge, And 
many that have knowledge make no care of communicating. Ah if 
he that providesnot for the family things needfull ro the body denies 
the faith, how is he guilty of that faule, which doth not provide for 
their ſoules. I beſcech yourherefore be humbled for your omiſſion 
of this duty, and ſet about irnow you have helpes enough, and may 
have time enough, if you will redeeme time from vanity. Doc what 

God praiſeth Abraham for, and what he maketh an argument, why he 
will revcale to him allthat he doth. | 

Againe, ſee how CAbrahamcarried himſclfeto the particular mem- 
bers of the family. Firlt rowards his wife : ſecondly rowards his 
| children: thirdly towards his ſervants. 
RON For his wife, you have a notable example of love and gentlenefſc 
his wife |to Sarah in bearing with her paſſion and diltemper, and 4mperioul- 
neſle,as you have it noted, Ger.15.5,6. when ſhee flew upon Abraham 
with a falſe and vchement reproofe, ſaying, my wrong be wpon thee, 
that is, thou art in blame, the fault is thine, it is long of thee char 1 
am fleighted by my maid, ſhee beares her ſelfe bold of thee, thou 
holdeſt her up in it, and ſo concludes with calling God ro be judge 
betwixt them. He doth not anſwer her againe with wards as hot and 
reſtic as hers, but in gentle manner yeeldethto her, ſayjng, thy mud 
ſervant is iu thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, This is an ho- 
nourto him, if he had bcene put intoa rage by her rage thenhad he 
beene overcome of evill, but now he is a right conquerour and ovet-| 
| comesevill with good, when he continued mceeke and paſſed by het| 
diſtemper and yeelded to her paſſion. FYBT 
| | Beloved, you that be husbands, 1 pray you follow this example. I 


pri 
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ray you be not bitter againſt your wives. Benot wrathfull ro them | | 
ifyou ſeethem in paſſion, if they take you up falſely and cauſeleſly, | 
and blame you for that for which you arc not blame-worthy, beare| | 
with them, give them good words, doe what you can to ſarisfic and | 

content them, ſhew love and wiſedome both ar once. Carry your | 

ſelves to them as men of knowledge, not as men of ignorance, and : 

give honour to the woman as the weaker veſlell, this is the counſel! | 

that S. Peter gives you, Be ruled by Abrahams deeds and Peters | , py... 
words. Itis the greateſt honour that a man can ſhew to himſclfe | 

to be able to beare and forbeare. A wiſe man bearcth things, an _ 
unwife man cannot beare. The wife is ones owne fleſh, a piece of 

2 mans ſelfe yea more then a peece. We are commanded to love: 

them as much as our owne ſclyes, and to cheriſh them as Chri't 

doth the Church; O be humbled for any paſſions or diſtempers | 

you have ſhewed before your wives, or towards them, eventhough 

they have provoked you firſt: and now beſcech the Lord to. make 

you like ©Abrabam that ſo you may keepe your families in peace, 

even though you have paſhonate wives. | 

Perhaps you will ſay, that Sar#hs paſſion brake out but once, but | 
your waves very often. | 

I anſwer, firſt, it is not certaine that Sarah was paſſionate onely this | 
|onetime. Shee that did fall into other diſtempers might againe fall 
intothis, bur if ſhee did not, Abraham that bare this, out of the 

ſame reaſon would have borne them too,if it were a duty to deale | 
thus mildely at one time,it was a duty to doe ſo alwaies. | 

What then, ſhall a man let his wife bearc out her paſſions ſtill and | | 
eight him chatis her head 2 

anſwer, firſt, better foe, then fill ones felfe with paſſion too, And 
ſccondly, I anſwer, a loving, milde, gentle, admonition afterwards, 
will prevaile more to make a woman remember her ſelfe, then pre- 
lent rage and bitterneſſe. A drunken man is beſt cured by rebuke when 
[heis ſober,and paſſion is but drunkennefle. 

You ſee ©Abrahars carriage to his wife, now I come toſhew you | 
his carriageto his rwo ſonnes. 1. He loved them both very well, ag | +H*01e%: 
evident by his praying for 1ſhmael, and his taking the matter hea- | cy well. 
vily, when Sarah would have him caft out of doores, but yet he lo- | 
yed neither of rhem ſo well, bur that he could be content to havethe 
one caſt out of his houſe, and the other burnt for a Sacrifice, and to cut 
off both their foreskinnes. 
| So Parents muſt learne to love their children, but with a moderate 
ove, ſuch as that they can be be content to put themto ſmart, ſo 
[farre as God will have them pur to ſmart, even by juſt correRionto 
Cut off the foreskinne of their hearts, yea to part with them, if | 
God will have them baniſhed, or goe into another Countrey, yea 
to have them dic if God will have them dic. Such a moderate love 
[Which is ſubordinate tothe love of God; we muſt have and cxerciſe 
v tothe fruit of our bodics, and we muſt ſhew the ſincerity of our 
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love tothem by praying for them,and the moderateneſſe of our m—_ 
| being able to puniſh them duely, andro part with them even by dear 
when God ſhall ſend it. O bewaile your carnallnefſe and unloving. 
neſſe, and immoderateloveto them. Inordinate love of a childeig a 
great fault, it will undoe the childe, it will make him deſpiſe and 
| abuſe the Parents, it will nouriſh all vices in him , it 1s the nex 
| way to make God croſſe aman in him, it makes a childe an Idol,pray 
to God thereforeto moderate your love. 

Abraham provided for all his other children by gifts, and gave all 
he had to Iſaac,as wee have it, Gez.25.5,6. So mult a good Father 
provide for hischildren conyenient portions, that they may be able| 
to live comfortably, and providethem fir callings, as _Abraham did,! 
|butmake moſt account of themolſt oodly, and let him be heire whom 
| God hath made heire, even the eldeſt, unlefſe his wickedneſſe diſ-in- 
herit him, and I ſuppoſe that it mult be ſome great wickednefle for 
which a man ſhould diſpoſlceſſe the eldeſt of the greater part of his 
eſtate, yet ſtill the cldeſt muſt have ſuch a larger portion as that the 
younger may have a convenient part for them too. 

* Leame tobe aſhamed, you that are ſpendalls, and keepe nothing 
for your children, have nothing to give them: and learne you allo 
be moderately carefull for them, and diſcreetely and indifferently 
liberall tothem. Let not one have all, rhe other nothing, lertnot any 
of them be thruſt off with nothing for the others ſake, but be a Pa. 
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| rent to all, O be husbandly and thrifty to get and ſave, and be ſeafons- 
bly liberall to them, yet ſo, that till your ſelves be in ſuch caſe as 
not to make your ſelves underlingstothem. 

5.He provided) Againe, for 7ſaac, Abraham was carefull to provide a wife, even 
a good wite | ne of the beſt he could though hee ſent farre for her, and it may 


for 1/43 | ſceme he had not much with her, as you have it inthe whole Chapter 


of Gen.24. Here eAbrahamistobe imitated, if in any thing concer- 
ning a child, he looked to have agood wife more then a rich. Oif 
you that be Parents would doe ſo, how well would it goe with mz 
ny a family « what is he or ſhee, not whathath he or ſhee ſhould be 
* [the queſtion 2 | 

Abraham knew that God would provide a wife for his ſonne, it is 
probable he had prayed for that mercy and received an anſwer, he 
could not elſe have affirmed it ſo certainely. You that be Parents, 
muit prayto God to give a wife or husband toyour ſonne and daugh- 
ter , and make piety and vertue the chiefe match-makers : It 
you will ever ſhew your loveto be a ſpirituall love, ler it appeare to 
be iach to your children, if by any meanes you will ſhew your ſelves 
afteed to them with a ſpirituall love, ler it be in ſeeking their good 
really, not imaginarily. That woman ſhall live happieſt, not which 
hath the richeſt husband with largeſt revenues, bur that hath the god- 
lieft! husband, moſt abundant in vertues ; ſure a Father ſhould make 
his daughters happineſſe the maine end of his chooſing an husband 


for her, or elſe heis not prudent, for prudence is avertue by which 
1 
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a man doth worke rightly to happineſſe. I ſay the ſame concerning 
the wife; be you therefore imitators of Abraham hete, and be aſha- 
med as our Saviour faith in another meaning, to ſeeke thoſe things 
= which unſantified men and heathen doe onely or principally 
ſeeke. 

I ſhould have named one grace more in Abraham towards God, 
that is, patience, I doe not meane ſo much or onely in bearing affli- 
ions, as1n a contented tarrying for the promiſed ſeed. A quiet 
waiting till benefits come, and a quict bearing of crofles that did 
come> this is patience, a being filent tro God and waiting on him : 
Abrabam had waited divers yeares, no ſonne came, his wife was 
barren, yet he waited and ſtill continued to hope, that God would 
give him a ſ{onne ar length according to his promiſe. See, how 
you can waite upon God if he deferre the performance of his pro- 
miſc, and that without muttering and without fainting. This is an cx- 
cellent thing to belecve, pray and hope ſtill though God deferre the 
accompliſhment of his word. Learne this grace, Bleſſed i« hee that 
by faith and patience can inherit the promiſes, as it is ſaid of our godly 
fore-fathers. 

So Abrahams vertues to God are faith, feare, obedience, wai- 
ting or hope and devotion. And to Sarah I ſhould have named ano- 
ther. He mourned moderately for her and buried her honourably, 
for he bought a burying place of the childrenof Heth, that he might 
interre her with all due reſpeR. So ſhould an husband moderate his 
affcRion with difcretion, and joyne diſcretion with his affefion, that 
he may both ſhew ſome convenient meaſure of ſorrow for his wives 
deceaſe, and alſopower to keepe ſorrow within compaſle both for 
degree and continuance, and ſo ſhould wives ſtand affe&ed to hus- 
bands, and all friends cach to other, and a decent funerall according 
to each mans place muſt be affoorded, to teſtifie their good will to 
the whole perſon when it lived, by due carriage to that carthie part 
of it which is left bchinde. Thoſe yoke-fellowes therefore that are 
glad orwould be glad of each others deceaſe, and care not whar be- 
comes of the body of each other, they muſt be blamed as naughty 


and unloving husbands, and thoſe that make no end nor wh, no 
meaſure in mourning muſt be blamed as over-loving and carnal! 
ving. Letus fomourne as to ſhew the thing was deaxe we paited with, 


y lo- | 


and withall, that we know we have better things remaining , with us 
then an earthly friend, 


was one principall ſervant, Ruler, Steward, Over-ſecre of his houſe, 
hisname is Fliezer of Damaſcus,Gen.15.2, Him 1. He lovedmuch. 
2. Truſted much, becauſe by good inſtrutions and examples he had 
through Gods bleſſing made him fit and worthy to be both loved 
andtruſted. His loveto him he ſhewes in faying ro God (whereby it 
1s manifeſt that he did not counterfeit, for Abraham was too godly to 
tell a counterfeit taleto God) one borne in mine houſe ſhall be mine heire. 


K 4 Loc 


_—- 


[ muſt now ſpeake of Abrahams good carriageto his ſervants; There 
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Agood ran!) Loe 2 good ſervant ſhould be very deare unto his maſter,” ſo thar he 


—_ be re | ſhould plentifully and liberally recompence him {for to ſay thar a 
pected, . 


ſervant ſhould be made ones heire if he have no children, thar I dare 
not, but Idare ſay he ſhould be plentifully and liberally rewarded! 
Deut.xg.12,13) Out of great love.) The Lord commanded that an Hebrew ſeryant' 
ſhould not be put out empty, but that his Maſter ſhould communi. 
Prov.27.18. | cate to him of his goods, and Salomon faith, that 2: hee that looketh 
20 the fig-tree ſhall eate of the fruit thereof, ſo ſhall a good ſervant that 
attenaeth bis maſter come to honour, his meaning is to ſhew, that Ma- 
ſters ſhould not be indebted to their ſervants, but ſhould reſpe and 
preferre them. Thoſe rhetefore that having good and vertnous ſer- 
vants, ſhall nor ſhew themſclves liberall, and courteous, and loving, 
but quite contrarily, froward, and unloving,and niggardiy,aremuch 
to becondemned, as men that have not wiſedome ro conſider, how 
much benefit a man hath by his ſervants, ſo that neither could men 
get riches nor enjoy them if they wanted ſervants; neither could 
they be without them in many other reſpes, and if the ſervants be 
good, next to God, above all men hee ſtands moſt beholding to 
them. His life is intheir hands, his goods are in their hand, and tg 
ſpeake as the truth is, hee is more indebted ro them then they to 
him. A ſervant might morecafily ſhift for himſclte withour a Maſter, 
then a Maſter live as he doth without ſervants : wherefore I com- 
| mend unto you all humanity, love, courteſte rowards your ſeryants 
that be good and faithfull, ſuch as feare God and doe their dutyin 
ſuch ſort as humane frailty will permit unto your ſelves. Labour to 
bring your ſervants to be religious, and truſtic, and diligent, and if 
they beſo, ſhew all good will to them and incourage them in their 
duty by loving entertainement, eſpecially ſeeing now they be free- 
men and not bondflaves that are your ſervants. 

Againe, Abraham truſted his ſervant with the weightieſt buſineſſe 
of his life, getting a wife for Iſaac, and bound him with an oath, 
but duely limited and freed from all doubr and difficultie as much as 
might be, as you may reade, Gen.24. inthe beginning, caufing himto 
lay his hand under his thigh and ſweare about that bufinefle, alone 
liniiting him ſo that he ſhould be freed from ir if his friends were 
wanting to him. So agood Maſter ſhould truſt a good ſcrvant, onely 
giving him neceſſary inſtrutions,and cautions, and if matter be of ſuch 
weight, laying the bond of an oath upon him, for no bond ſtronger 
then thar, none fitter to binde a godly man: whar might be the mea. 
| ning of laying the hand under the thigh in ſwearing, I cannot learne 
| nor conjeure my ſelfe,onely it had ſome due ſignificationin all like- 
 lihood, as our laying the hand onthe Bible and kiſfing it. Jacob alſo 
| required ir of his ſonne 7oſeph, ſo thar it may ſeeme to have been 
| done in ſome religious reſpe&, whether intimating the expeRarion 
of the promiſed ſeed to come outof the loynes of Tacob and Abrahon 
I cannot ſay. But whatſacver this geſture might meane,we note that 
' Abraham truſted his ſervant, and ſo muſt all men needs doe in ſome 


degree, | 


|. 


> GR ES TD CD ww. © vo. 


> 


—_ 


Abraham. CHap.l 1,&c. 


—  ————————————.— 


degree,and therefore had necd to chooſe good (crvants,or do their beſt 
co make them ſuch as may be truſted. 


fore they are called his trained or in(frudted ſervants, and when hce 
had gotten the victory, they had leave by him to cate of the ſpoile; 
ſothat a good man ſhould bring up his ſervants according to his place 
fitly ro do him ſervice, and art leaſt ſhould fee that they have foode for 
them,chiefly whenthey labour and take paincs, 

I proceede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that were not 


Now for all thereſt of his ſervants yourig men fir for warte, they | 
were 318. with whom he foughc againſt the Kings that vanquiſhed | 
he Sodomites. He did traine them up to warre as was fit, and theres | 
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Abrabams car- 


of his houſe, whether kinſmen or frinmen as we call them, he had  riage to his 


one kinſman his Coufin german Tot, that was ſonne to his brother 
Haan, him he loved very well, and ſtudied to keepeall good peace 


2nd correſpondency with him, and to remove all contention, and for 


that end, when their ſtates were growne ſo great, that they could nor 
conveniently dwell rogerher, becauſe being ſojournours they were to 
take op bur the waſte of the land, which no naturall inhabitant had 
poſicfled, or elſe to take land for money of the inhabitants if they 
could ſpare the ſame, he came to Lot and made the motion of peace, 
and after gave him his offer ro chooſe whar part of the countrey hee 
would, as you may read,Gen.13.7. 

Here.is an excellent vertue of ſo mild and peaccable a diſpoſition, 
that to prevent ſtrife, can yeeld to his inferiour, in ſeeking to pacific 
him by going to him with peaceable and quict words and offers, and 
ſofarre part with his owne right, as to give the other the better a great 
deale, rather then proceed to jarres and diſcontents. O that we could 
all imitate Abraham, eſpecially bretheren, kinſmen, and neere friends, 
and be ſo deſirous of unity and accord as he was, not ſtouting ir out as 
manly do, with ſhall I yeeld fo farre to him as to goe to him, to let 
him have his way, let him cometo meif he pleaſe, andlet him yeeld 
tomee, Moſt of our ſpirits be ſo big, that they will not bow to any 
that is a little inferiour, no not for peace ſake, impaning with a little 
of their right forir. But know, it 1s an honour tobe able to beare and 
forbeare, he hath the moſt wiſedomeandgrace, that can partwith his 
one right, rather then continue a quarrell, if it benor ina matter of 


very great weight, wherein great dammage ſhould come ro-himor 


bis family, by parting with ir. And know, thatto ſtand over highly 
upon tearmes, and not to bate a jot or tittle, as ſome menuſe in = 
ſting wiſe to affirme that they will not, .is a proofe of a man led 
much by paſhon, and filled much with pride and fſelfe concei- 
tedneſſe, Hee knowesnot the valew of peace, that will not redeeme 
t with bending ſorwhat even to his inferiour, chiefly a neere 
kinſman, The thing therefore ] am to commend unto you, is pea- 
caableneſſe, and forthat end moderation and lowlinefle of carriage, 


yeeld to you, and certainely the comfort that peace and concord 


kinſmen. 


| 


0 yeelding a little more then needes ro thoſe rhat ought rather to | 
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will repay you withall, ſhall prove it a good bargaine ſo tO purchaſe 


Eace, | | 
2 He reſcued | F Againe, Lot Abrahams kinſman was taken by the Kings that con-| 
Lot and revecs quered Sodom and Gomorrah, and when Abraham heard of it, he ar- 
his cnemaes | med. his owne ſervants, andgot his confederates to joyne with him, 
——_ and by force of {word redeemed Lot out of their hands, as you have 
the ſtorie, Gen.14+1415,1E. together with all the goods and people 
of Sodome, prudently ordering the bartaile by night, and comming! 
upon them ſecretly and unawares, Here are three excellent vertues 
of Abraham, Firſt, Love to his kinſman Lot. Second, Courage and 
reſolution, that durſt fight for him. Third, Prudence in ordering the 
whole bufinetſe. For you mult take notice that Abraham was alirtle 
Prince, a kind of petty King in thoſe dayes, asappeareth by the car- 
riage of Abimelech and otheis to him, and rheretore he had warrynt 
and ground enough to make warre againſt any King, Srate or perſon! 
upon a juſt quarrell. 
He watloving But firſt marke his love to Lot, although Lot was lately departed 
to Lot. | from him, yet his lovero Lot had not lefthim, but he was atcoft and 
labour and hazard to redeeme him from captivity. Muſt not wee 
learne'of him to ſhew ercat loveto our kin{men and ſpeciallfriends, 
ifthey be in danger perill and miſery, even to doeall that accordi 
to our places we may to {uccour, relieve and reſcue them, againlt 
wrong, violence, oppreſſion and like calamities. Be chaticable and 
kind kinſmen and bretheren, cleave to your kinſmen and brerheren, 
and ſo farre as you may lawfully, and as your places will beare,defend, 
maintaine and helpe them againſt unjuſtice and injury. No man muſt 
joyne with his kindred in afinnefull and unjuſt cauſe, bur in a good and 
honeſt and juſt cauſe, he is not of Abrahams minde, that will not ſticke 
| tothem, and helpethem what in him licth. All therefore that deſen 
their friends in honeſt martters, ſor feare of alittle coſt or paines orthe 
like, are to ſee, thatthey be notgood imitators of this good man, nay 
nor any that doth not according to his place, ſuccourthe oppreſſed, 
which S4/omon commendeth under a queſtion ſaying, wtlt thou not de- 
kwver him ? For muſt we ſuccour an Aſle preſſed with a burden,and not 
a brother prefſed with a bundle of injuries. 

Againe, Abraham: ſhewed courage in this worke, for had not hee 
beene of good reſolution, he would not have dared to oppoſed him- 
| ſelfe to a conquering army and a Prince, that had held divers other 
Princesin ſubjeQion, and now came forthar purpoſe into thoſe parts, 

to ſubdue thoſe that had caſt of the yoake, Loe how a'good man 

muſt be couragious too, and not ſuffer himſelfe ro be deterred from 
| his duty, or any good and commendable worke, by feare of danger. 
_ courage Courage is ſuch a diſpoſition and frame of mindthatwillnot be daun- 
; | ted by perills and dangers, and by cvill accidents, that he may &-| 

| Counter in the workes thar his place requirerh, bur will reſolve what 

in him lies, with due refiſtance'to repell them, or if they canhot be 

| repelled, ro, beare them. Such-courage Abraham here diſcovered, 
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| [ſuch courage do youalſo ſhew andexerciſe, let not every ſhew of dan- 
gerskare you: but goethorow with good workes, whatſoever comes 
of it. It is a good thing to be valiant in battaile, where life is ex- 
poſed to peril, and is itnotagood thing to be valiant againſt all other 
dangers 7 

And thar you may be couragious in all things. Firſt, be ſure the 
cauſes 1n which you put your ſelves in hazard, begood and juſt. Se- 
condly, be ſure that you take God along with you, by keeping his 
favour In a holy converſation, as Abraham did, orelſe courage may 
quickly faile and deceive you, 

Andnext, learne to deale prudently in all affaires, as Abraham did, 
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in ſeeking the helpe of his conftederates, and taking the opportunity of 
night, and dividing his men againſt his enemies into ſeverall bands, 
The excellency of a buſineſle is in the wiſe carriage of ir, labouring 
toget convenient aid and helpe, and then chooſing firtimes and ſca- 
ſons and other circumſtances: We muſt blame our ſelves therefore 
if by any indiſcretion or failing, we have hindered our owne good 
ſuccefle in our atfaires, as often times mendo?z, and muſt pray to God 
to dire us withdiſcretion ( for it is his gift, ) that we be not cauſes of 
ourowne diſappointment and miſery. 

Now ſce how Abraham behaved himſelfe to frin-men as we call 
them. 1. To the Sodomntes, 2. To the Cananites, 3. To Angels whom 
he tooke to betravellers. 

Firſt to the Sodormites, firft he did moſt heartily intercede to God 
for their ſparing, if there had beene found, 50. 42, 30,20. Yea but 
10, juſt men' therein: So great a lover of good men was Abrahans 
that he would heartily pray to God to ſaverhem, and for their ſakes 
to ſave alſo the people whom they dwelt amongſt, and how well 
pleaſing this ſervice was to God, it is evident inthe ſtorie, Gen.18.2 3. 
ad fnem, For God did with wonderfull patience accept his ſuites, 
even till hee came to ſo low a rate, as if he did finde bur 1c. inthe 5. 
| Cities, that is, a poore couplein every City. 

Wee muſt learne hence, to ſhew our loves to man-kind in generall, 
and eſpecially to juſt and good men, in praying God for all righteous 
men, that they may be ſaved and delivered, and for the Societies 
and Cities and countrics wherein we live, that they alſo might proſ- 
perand eſcape for the good ſake of the good that livethere, Fervent 
prayer for humane ſocietics and for juſt men inthem, ſhould be made 
by Gods people. Why ſhould you not improve the right you have 
unto Gods cares 2 Forthe good of many, I will that prayers and ſup- 
plications be made for all men, ſaith S.Paul, eſpecially to pray that God 
| | would deliver Cities and Countries from publike and fearefull de-| 
|| [firuRions. Bretheren, why are we ſo defeRive in this duty « Why 
| |dowe not pray forthe nations abroad 2 in hope that there may be 
lome righteous amongſt them, why are our mouthes ſtopped 

from ſuch ſuites £ Let us now follow our Father here, and let our 
|heartes-and mouthes be inlarged with all humble confidence - wy 
"=o Cecn, 
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| ſeech God, for the good of thoſe Cities and quarters of Chriſten. 
' dome that are ready to cate up one another, that God would ſhew 
favour to them and not give them over to periſh by the ſword cach of 
other. Account Prayer an exc:ciſe of ſome efficacie, haye ſo much 
faith as to know that our prayers ſhall not be vaine labours, and 
chat you beleeve, that God is a God that heareth prayers ; onely | 
ler all your prayers be as ©Abrahams were, fervent, humble,and re. 
verend, 
2. Heſhewed | Another good worke of Abraham to the Sodomites was, that he 
pmamgand | did not make them flaves to himſelfe and keepe them for his owne 
che Sodomites | uſe, nor ſell them as ſlaves to others, as by the Law of Nations he! 
he had raken, | might well. have done, but granted them liberty, and fer them a- 
gaine in ſtate of freedome after he had by the ſword raken them out 
of the hands of thoſe that had led them captive. He ſhewed hu- 
manity and kindnefle to them, rhorgh they were wicked men and 
not rigourand extremity. | 
Wee muſt all learne to be kinde and loving to mankinde, and not; 
ro preſſe men with heavie and grievous burdens, even though wee 
might doc it in extremity of right. This ſhall bring more love and 
good will, honour and good cfteeme, then rougher and more fc. 
vere carriage. It is better to be loyedthen hated, honoured then dif- 
graced, be coumed a friend and ſaviour of men, then aproud per- 
{on thar cares not what becomes of others, ſo that himſelfe may 
make an advantage of them. The comfort that gentlencfle and cle- 
mencic bringeth, is alſo very much more then that which will fol- 
| low fromthe contrary. The dying heart can receive no content in 
\thinking he hath cruſhed, inthralled or otherwiſe afflited men, but} 
[that he hath delivered, comforted, ſaved them, that affoordeth great 
confola:ion, in that it becommeth an argument of goodnefle, and a 
| meanes of hope, that a man ſhall finde mercy as he hath ſhewed and 


| hes : . 
exerciſed it, Let not cither coyctouſneſſe, or arrogancic, or a cruel! 


. diſpoſition make you carrie your ſelves autterely to men for your | 
'owne advantage ſake, bur uſe all courtefie, as Abraham did even 
to theſe Sodomites, Let them enjoy good things, cven though you 
| have power and ſome ſhew of right to deprive them thereof, one- 
ly doenot interrupt juſtice in her acts of ſeverity. This was his dea- 
ling with the Sodomites in generall. 


His carriage co, SCE how his dealing is with the King, as you have it, Gen.14- 
meg __ '2T. He would not take any thing that was his, nonotroa ſhooe-lat- 
would receive Chet, and he faith, rhar he had lift up his hands to God to thar end, 
aorting from ' thatit might not be ſaid by the King of Sodome, 1 have made Abra- 
m | ham »ich. Here Abraham ſhewes himſelfe, firſt, a man that did not 

| regard riches, nor eſteeme the wealth of this world, in that-of his | 

| OWwne accord he bound himſelfe by a vow, not to touch ſo great a 


bootic as this, thar fell into his hands by juſt conqueſt, and whichin 
all equity he might have taken and that with good thankes too for 


| 
| 


; the preſent time from the King of Sodowe, who wiſhed alone the pe | 


4 
ons, 


| Place ſoone, and then he cannot carry his trees with him ; bur this 


FF vouldſt ler goe fo faire a morſell, rather then incurre any the leaſt 
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ſons, and did willingly yeeld the goods to Abraham, but Abraham 
ſtood upon termes here of credit tor his Religion ſake, and would | 
not have the King of Sodome to triumph and ſay, that his wealth had 

intiched Abraham. 

You ſee, that we ſhould ſo diſ-valew riches, as freely to caſtthem | 
away and deny our ſelves of them, rather then incurre any reproach or 

diſgrace for them,cventhough theimputation would be unjuſt. Should 

'notall men labourto have as generous a minde as Abraham ? Sure, 
'we ſhould ſtrive for the perfeftion of vertue which hath beene found 

inthe Saints. Ir cannot be ſaid yet, Abraham ſhould haye ſinned if 
he had rakenthis ſpoyle, neither was hee bound ſo much to the 

$rdommite, as to affoord him cither perſons or goods : but he confide- 

red before hand, that ſome aſperſion of covetouſneſſe would have | 
beene caſt upon him; it he ſhould have, poſſcſled himſclfe of chis. 
wealth, and therefore he. bindes himſelte from ir by a vow. Noble | 
Abraham, that regardeſt due efteeme rather then great riches, and 


h:w of diſgrace for worldlinefſſe, Why ſhould not we be followers 


of Abraham in his vertues 2 Why ſhould weuſe meanes ro get wealth | 
joyaed with apparent reproach? ſuch as would fer the mouthes of all 
men on talking againſt us, more then this fa& would have filled 
the mouch of Chedarlaomer with talke againſt Avraham : O what a bu. 
{inefle of minde is this newes 2 and how doth it ſhew our in- 
ordinate affeRionto riches more then to a good name? which ye: is 
to b: preferred aboveall treaſures, if we would hearken to Salomon, 
[ conclude, that we muſt ſhew our true magnanimity, by ſleighting 
'great abundance of outward things, fo as that no man might ever 
have cauſe to grudge againſt us, that rhefe riches which ſhould 
(have beene his if all things had beene fairely carried, have made us: 
rich, eſpecially let no man grow rich by taking forfeitures of poore 
men, it is worſe to ule extremity to a meane perſon then to a 
'oreat, 
' Now conſider this worthy mans carriage to the Cananites, inha- | 
\bitants of the land in which he was a ſtranger. Firſt for the Coun- 
me ir ſelfe, then for the perſ»ns that dwelt in it. For the Countrey, 
Abraham made it much the better for him by two things, wood and 
water, very neceſſary things for the life of men. For hee planted 
groves and hee digged wells againe, which had beere digged in 
the daies of his Father. As concerning thoſe groves, it is conje. 
ured thatthey might be for religious uſe, becauſe it is ſaid, there 
Ihe called on the name of God: * bar. the word here uſed is not the ſame 
{under which ſuch groves for religious uſe are after forbidden, there- 
fore more like it is that here alone was intended civill uſe, and ſure 
tis a good thing to plant wood for the benefirof mankind after our 
elves be dead. A man would have thought, what ſhould aftranger 
'touble himſelfe ro make a grove? He 1s likely to depart from the 
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| | did not diſcourage Abraham, he knew that ſome man might enjoy it 

if himſelfe did not. Indeed for wells and water, the profit re- 

dounded ro himſelfe preiemly as well as to others: for the fu. 
ture, 

Now learne of him to be common BenefaQtors, by helping to 
ſtore the world with wood and water-{prings, and other like things, 
the uſe of which ſhall redound to many as well as to your ſelycs: 
Eſpecially the care of. planting woods ſhould be commended unto 
you, our age dceftroics that neceſſary proviſion. All cur downe, 
none plant for another age, wood is uſcftull for ſhade, for timber, 
for fewecl', ir is one of the things wee cannot want, it is one of 
| the things, tharif it bediſcreetely done, will quit the coſt that it re- 
quireth. The tree after alittle time will grow without any labour of 
expence beſtowed about it, it will pay for its ſtanding, if you ſer 
your hedge-rowes with trees, rhey would grow as well as thornes. 
If here and there at convenient diftarcce, trees were planted, eſpeci- 
ally timber trees, the grafſe would not be much the lefſe. But Iam 
not a husband-man good cnough to commend theſe particulars to 
you; Let mee commend the thing in generall, Order things for the 
common benefit, and ſhew your ſclyes lovers of mankinde, be not 
all for your ſelves and forthe preſent. 

Now tothe perſons generally, he ſhewes certefice, that is, a car- 
riage ſayouring of lowlinefle and good eſteeme, together with love 
Hee ſhewed | and good will unto the Hittites when he came unto them about the 
lowly andre- | matter of a field of buriall for Sarah, Gen.23.7. Hee flood wp and 
ſpeciye =; | bowed himſelfe, the word is the ſame that is in other places tranſlated 
the Hitrites, worſhipped, meaning he bowed his body with his face downeward 
in teſtimony of honour and reſpe&, and afterwards, verſe 12, Het 
bowed downe himſelfe before the people of the Land, You ſee lowly and! 
reſpeRive carriage inthis worthy ſervant of God. 

We ought to carrie our ſelves courteouſly to all men, Honour all men, 
ſaith S.Peter,he meancs it, of this kinde of re{peCive behaviour of bo- 
dy. This is a meanes to ſhew love,and to beger love,and ro increaſe 
love,and to keep out jarres and difcontents, as a ſower and hautie and 
{ullen dogged carriage doth proctaime contempt or hatred or both,and 
{o cauſeth jarres and fallings out,anddiflikes,and increaſeth them if they 
have beene begun. Thoſe therefore that be of a haughry carriage, 
or rude and bayſtcrous behaviour, not knowing how to give due 
ſalmations or complements of countefic areto be blamed,as men that 
doenot alone want education bur chariry and humility, forif thoſe 
graces did rule in the heart, though rhey could nor prompt a man 
to a kinde of artifictall demonſtration of rhem, yet they would fome 
way infuſe themſelves imo the carriage, and make it genrle and ami- 
able. Therefore let your carriage be faire,and kinde,and ſweere, bow, 
bend, falute, uſecap, knees, al ſuchthings as either nature or cultome 
maketh to beas ir were badges and profeſſions of humble love and| 
ierviceableneſſe, of a. not roo much preferring your ſelves above 
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others, and under-valewing them in compariſon of your ſelves, ac- 
cuſtome your ſelves unto and uſe them for conſcience ſake, thar they 
may ſavour of picty inthe eſtimation of God, who can ſee piety in 
ſuch things, and ſo they may be more then. morrall vertues, even 
ſpirituall aQtions and fruits of SanRtification. Onely, I beſcech you, 
to take heed of cauſing your courtelic to be meere complement, and 
of being the more crafry by how much you ſeeme more courteous, 
and of uſhering in ſome naughtinefſe by a goodly and lowly car- 
riage of your ſelves, If ſuch vertues be corrupted, and that there 
be nothing in them bur the meere our-fidezthe more loathſome to 
God, and at length alſo to man. | 

Particularly, {ce how he carricth himſclfe to Hephron the Hittite, 
with whom he bargained for a field of buriall. He deales plaincly 


—_— 


and ſquarely with him, Ephron offered to give it him freely, he 
would none. A wealthy man ſhould not be apt to receive athing 
of gift, it would be a figne of covetouſneſſe and of an having dif- 
poſition. Then he asketh the price and faith, that hee will give as 


that is, whar it is worth, and Ephron anſwers, tis worth 400 ſhe- 
kels. A common ſhckell is thought to be werth 1s. 34. of our 
money, ſo 40: ſhekels is 25 1b, and then Abraham weighes him 
the money of ſilver currant withthe Merchants. Abraham in a bargaine 
of 251b. doth noe ſtand halfe-perthing,and firſt bids 15, then 17, 
then 20, then 22, then 24, then 25, as anumber of baſe eaxd(s 
minded men would have done, but when he ſaw it robe worth the 
money at a word he paycs it, and when Ephron ſaw Abraham de- 
firous of this land, he doth not aske 40, or 35; or 3o, or 32, but 
& one word tells him ſo much ir is worth, atid ſo they agree, the, 
preſent and good afſurance, and ſo here is juſtice, and plaine uptight 
dealing betwixt them. 

O that you would learne of him to bargaine and pay without any 
over-reaching or tricks cither in bidding or asking, or other dey1- 


love of money, which is the vice of all vices, eventhe roote of all 
evill, But I am ſure, the contrary driving of bargaines is uſuall 


ſpeRt of our duty unto God, and the common goed, but alone 
out of defire to waxe as rich as we can, yca though it be by other 
mens loſſes. 1346 

Next conſider, Abrahams carriage to ,1ner, Eſpeol, and Mare. 
Firſt,” in making a Coycnant with them. it ſcemcrh to have becne 
a league of peace offcnfive and defenſive. rigs in making 
bold with them to crave their aid in his battcll againſt the King of 
Shiron, by whom Lot was captivated. Thirdly, in allowing them 
to take their part of the booty though himſelfe would not doe it. 


one alſo payes currant money in full weight, and tlie other giveth | 


ces, that you might ſhew your ſelves not to be poſſeſſed with the 


amongſt us, that it may appeare we doc not buy and fell out of re- | 
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as a good man may and in ſome eſs muſt joyne himſelfe. in 
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| covenants and leagues fo farre as his owne benefit, and the bene. 
fir of other men requireth it, and muſt uſe prudence and diſcretion 
to keepe himſelfe fafe, not relying on the care of God without 
| care of uſing meanes. Hee may alſo challenge of others, the per. 
| formance of covenants, and muſt be content to make himſelfe be. 
| holding to his friends as occaſion ſerveth, and not ſtand too much 
| upon 'termes of being troubleſome to them. And hee muſt alſo 
leave his friends to themſelves, in point of their right, and nat 
preſſe them to thoſe things, whereto yet it may ſceme convenient to 
binde himſelfe : for you heare Abraham ſaying, Let Aner, Eſhcol, 
and Mamre take their part of the booty, though himſelfe bound him. 
ſelfe by oath to take no part of it. O that we could carrie our ſelves 
fo to our friends ! and not be ſtill pinching to them, ſo as we will 
part with nothing, unleſſe they will be perſwaded to part with as 
much. Ir is.amoſt baſe and abjeR diſpoſitton, -and carries a rcliſh 
of exceſſive ſelfe-love, when. a man is ſogreedy of his owne gaine, 
that unlcſſe others will beare as great apart as himſelfe in ſuch ad! 
ſuch things,” he will hold and keepe and let nothing goe from him- 
ſelfe. But it is a noble and magnanimous part, and a figne of rruc 
charity, when 2 man will rather put: himſelfe to lofle, and yer give 
others leave to have an eyc unto their profit. 
,— nega 52" Now ſee, how ©4brabars catrieth himſclfe to A bimelech as you 
we voy finde-it recorded, Ger. 21.22, & 33. Abimelech with his chicfe 
z, Maketha | Captaige and inward friend came to Abraham, defiring to make 
rovenant with) 2 Covenant of: peace and amity with him , perceiving thar hee 
was a man bleffed of - God and proſperous, and eAbraham condif- 
cended to the motion and makes the oath unto him. So fhould we 
willingly -imbrace offers of peace and concord, and covenants of 
love and amity, even if need-be, to binde our ſelves therein with 
a folemne oath, for the Lord of Heaven is ſo great a lover of unity 
betwixt men, that hee is well content, his holy and great name 
ſhould be uſed as a bond: or obligaticn to ric them faſter and ſurer 
together. When therefore a lawfull oath is required . of us, for the 
uring of others that we will deale fairhtully in any part of our duty, 
ve ſhall not doe well co refuſe ſuch an oath, bur muſt informe our! 
ſclves by the praQtiſe of ſogood a man as Abraham of the lawfall. 
neſſe and uſcfullneſſe of ſuch an oathz only that we be carcfull to 
| deale uprightly and fincerely,both intaking and in keeping ouroathes, 
Yea when an oath is miniſtred to binde as to forbeare all wrongfull car- 
riageand doegood in our places,we ſhould be glad to have our conſct 
ences firmely tied infſuch caſes, $ ns: » | 


| 2 'Gznw. 
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2. Dedlech | © Further note, that Abrahams dealeth plainely with: Abimelech, and 
phitiel with | rept6oveth him- concerning a well of water which the ſervants of 

wo Abimlech had violently taken away from Abraham. So muſt wee 
deale: freely and plainely with.our neighbours and friends, in expoſtu- 
lating ſuch and ſuch oy as may fall out to be done unto us 
\by them and theirs, and:muſt/not laythe matter up im'our mindes, fo 


to 
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to keepe our ſelyeseſtranged fromthem, For it may ſo cometo paſſe, ' 
that we may finde that it was without their privitie and againſt their | 
will, that ſuch bad meaſure hath beene offered untous, as it fel! our | 
in the matter whereof Abraham doth complaine to Abimelech, Bur 
pou mult be ſure Beloved, in all occaſions of ſuch complaints, to tem- | 
per our anger , and keepe our ſelves in ſo good tune, that we breake | 
not forth into words of choler and diſcontent, tending to provoke and | 
exaſperate them with whom we deale in ſuch caſes, bur do it with \ 
gentlencſſe and mildneſle of ſpeech, that quiet words may pacific | 
wrath if any be ſtirred, not grievous words ſtirre up that which was | 
ready to goc forth of it felfe, Yea when ajuſt and reaſonable apology | 
or excule is uſed by any upon our complaints, we mult be ready to | 
accept of it, andto be fatisfied, that we may not prove our ſelves to be 
of an implacable diſpoſition. 

Yeawe ſce, that Abraham dealeth allo bountifully with Abimelech, | 3. Hee deale | 
for it is ſaid, v.27, he gave him Sheepe and Oxen when they made (ommnpnngh 
a covenant, ſo men that have wealth muſt be free handed and free | OO 
| hearted, and ready to beſtow convenient gifts and preſents upon rhoſe | 
whoſe favour they would keepe, and to whom they would have it | 
manifeſt that they reſfolvero be faſt and ſure friends. Nothing leſſe 
beſeemeth a wealthy man then niggardlinſſe and clofc-fiſtedneſle, 
whereby he is ſo held in captivity, that he cannot willingly let any | 
thing goc from him, but what he cannot keepe though he would. 
Indecd bounty is chiefely to be exerciſed to the poore and needy, 
but yetſo that in duetime we mult learne to praQtiſe it, by afreegiving 
to our equals alſo, and thoſe thar ſtand not in abloluteneede, for gifts 
are fir meancs to cxpreſle the lovers good will, as wcll as to fupply the 
| wants of the reccivers. 

Laſtly, Abraham {cts apart 7. Ewe Lambes, and when Abimelech| 1... 
[demanded the reaſon, he tells him that he ſhould receive thoſe Lambes | good carriage 
at his hand in teſtimony of his acknowledgement, that Abraham had (0 [trangers, \ 
digged that well, and that the right thereof appertained tohim. So 
we ſhould in wiſedome learne to make all matters cleare betwixt ovr 
ſelves and others, in caſes that have beene ih controverfie; that ſo | 
wee may Cur of all occaitons of heart-burning or contention for the 
timeto come, and that though wee put our ſelves to a little coft, for 
[theſerting of things in ſtablepeace betwixt them and us. 

- Thelaſt partof Abrahams good carriage is to ſtrangers, which he 
conceived at firſt to be men, though indeed they praved to be Angels: 
 forſo you have his hoſpitality recorded by the Holy Ghoſt, Gen.18. 
1.4417. When he ſaw certaine men which he tooke to be travellers; 
he ranne to them,and with importunity brought them on their way. 
A courteous, free and honourable intertaining of ſtrangers, is a vertue 
commended to our imitation, by the example of Abraham : for lo 
ſaiththe Author to the Hebrewes. Be not forgetfull to intertaine ſtran-| pcb.1 3.2, 
gers, for by that meanes ſome have received Angels unawares, and| - 
we arc bidden to be given to hoſpitality. Let ns therefore be farre | 
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from niggardlineſle in this caſe, and yet farre from profuſeneſletog, 
Andif to ſtrangers, much moreto our friends and acquaintance, muſt 
we ſhew our ſelves humane and liberall in this kinde, and moſt of all 
to our poore and needy neighbours, that cannot reward us, for our 
Saviour prefers mercy before curteſie, and tells us, that ſuch coſt 
ſhall be reckoned for. So have we done with <CAbrahams venues, 
which if we can take out in our praiſe happy ſhall we be, forto this 
end are good mens good deeds regiſtred in the Booke of God, that 
we which reade them, by following them in the waics of goodneſle, 
might beſure to over-take them in the end of our journey, and to 
dwell in the place of happincfie, whether they have ſafely gone be. 
fore us. 

Abrabams Now I proccede totell of his ſinnes and offences, for ſuch is the 
frults before | ſtate of mortall men in this life, that ir ſhall be found true of ever 

rp <p man, which S.Tames tells us, in many things we offend all, Doubt- 
Ice he arrogatcth greater pertc&ion to himſelfe, then ever the word 
of God hath attributed to any meere man fince Adam, that conceiyeth 
| himſelfe to be quite free from all evill corruptions,and fromthe brea- 
king out of corruptions. 

His firſt faule | The firſt fault of Abraham was that in which he lived before his 
idolatry. | calling by God our of Yr of the Chaldees, for it is manifeſt in the 
24. of Toſh. v.2. that the Fathers in old time, even Terah the Father 
of Abraham and of Nahor, and nag 6 the ſonnes themſelves, 
being ſo brought up of their Fathers, ſerved other gods. Herethenis 
a ſinne in Abraham, that he tooke up the religion of his Fathers with- 
out making any diligent inquiry into the matter, whether the religion 
and gods were true ornot, And this is a fault commonto all man- 
kind, they take their religion ontruſt, ſerving thoſe gods whichthey 
find in the places where they dwell to be worſhipped and ſerved, 
| and labour not to find out and ſerve thetrue God alone, who is onely 
| worthy to be ſerved, yea if it fall out that the true God be ſerved 
| amongſt them, they cleave not ro him out of judgement and well 
grounded knowledge, that he is rhe onely true God, but alone out 
of common cuſtome, becauſe all men do ſo, and this their religon be- 
commeth but a vaine religion, and is of no force to their ſalvation. 
Indeed it was not ſo ſtrange athing that A#raham: ſhould be thus car- 
ried away after falſe gods, according as he was led by the common 
example, ſeeing at that time they had not the word of God written 
by Prophets and Apoſtles, to direct and guide them inthis matter. 
Bur for us whom God hath ſo farre favoured as to give usthecleare 
light of his holy word, it is amoſt grievous finneto be led wholy by 
cuſtome and example, ,and not to build and ground our ſelvesupon 
that light which God hath miniſtred unto us. And the true cauſe, 
why men'do follow ſach falſe guides in matter of Gods worſhip, is 
the blindnefſe of their mindes, and carnallneſſe of their hearts, and 
| the ſecreratheiſme which is inthem, by which they are not thorough 
| ly and certainely perſwaded, that there is a God at all, and therefore 
| | care 
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care not to finde out and ſerve the living God, as if it made no! 
great matter, ſo they ſerved one which they ſerved. 

Let us therefore beware of falſe gods and falſe religions, and let 
us beware of walking after a falſe rule cyen in following the true 
God, thatis, of ſerving him, not becauſe wee have any true and | 
|certaine knowledge of him in our owne mindes, but onely becauſe | 
[we have beene ſo taught of our Fathers, and ſee the whole world ' 

where we live to take the ſame courſe, for he that is thus blindly | 
led, worſhips God but by chance as ic were, and is as ready for a 
falſe god asfor atrue, and this was CAtrahams fault before his cal- 
ling. | 

Now after his calling, he fell into ſome ſinnes, though not wil- | 
fully nor preſumptuouſly, but of weakeneflc and of infirmiry. The 
firſt fault was weakenefſe of faith, Though he was the Father of the 
faichfull, and is commended in Scripture for the ſtrength of his 
faith, and that he wavercd not nor ſtaggered at the promiſe of God | 
through unbelecte, yer at the firſt, his faith was mixed with unbe- 
leefe, and ſhewed it ſelfe to have ſome feeblenefle in it. « For firſt, 
when he went downe into Egypr becauſe of the famine, and ſaw that 
the men were wicked and feared not God, he was in doubr, leaſt | 
the men of the place would kill him for his wives ſake. God had | 
promiſed him before rhattime togive the land of Canaan to him and | 
to his ſeede afrer him, and yet he had no ſeed, therefore as yct hee | 
covld not be put to death, unlefle the promiſe of God ſhould faile | 
him and come to nothing. Notwithſtanding the promiſe which | 
ſhould have beene fruſtrated, if himſelfe had died without iſſue, he 
doubted leaſt he might be flaine by them, as being diſtempered and 
diverted by feare from conſidering and taking diligent notice of the 
promiſe. This was a manifeſt imperfeRion of faith you ſee. Where- 
fore let us takenotice that in the faithfulleſt of Gods people there 
will be defets of faith, as alſo there was want of it in David, when 
| he ſaid, 7 hall one day fall by the hand of Saul, and in eAtoſes, when 
| he ſaid, How will Pharaoh heare mee ? ſeeing the Iſpaclites did not, 
and againe,Why haſt thou ſent mee to deliver the people? ſeeing Pharaoh 
oppreſſerh them the more ſince I ſpake to him, 

And therefore, let us not be diſcouraged though we finde weake- 
| neſle in our faith, though faith I ſay doe ſhew it ſelfe feeble and be 
much troubled, and ſometimes foiled by doubring,eſpecially in great 
and ſore temptations; yet we muſt not be heartlefſe, nor conclude, 
that we are utterly deſtitute of faith, or that our faith is not true and | 
fincere, and unfained.- True faith you ſee in Abraham may be weake, 
yea cannot but be weake, ſo long as we becloathed with tabernacles 
of fleſh. He that truly belceves, may yetbetarricd away with doubt- 
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faith ; and therefore alſo let us be carefull to confirme and ſtrengthen 


Ing ſometimes, when occaſions of perill and danger incounter his | 


our faith more and more, and to grow in it by renewing our medira- 


tions of Gods promiſes, and putting ourſelves often in minde of the 
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power and truch of God the promiſe-maker, which are the pillars 
and foundations of our faith. Forit Abraham, when theſe doubts be. 
 ganto ſtirre in his minde, had called ro minde Gods promiſe of gi- 

ving him ſeede, and had reaſoned with himſcelte thus, hath not the li. 
 ving God poſlefiour of Heaven and Earth undertaken to give mee a' 
| ſeede to inherit this land after me 2 How then can I be killed by the 
| Philiſtins ? How canthey take away my life whilft this promiſeis not 
| yet fulfilled « Surely God both can and alſo will give mee life and 
| preſerve me from the hands of thiſe godlefle Philiſtins, for how elfe 
ſhould he fulfill his promiſe to me of giving me ſeed after me * If 

Abraham, I ſay, had thus ſtirred up his faith by ſerious conſideration of 
Gods power andtruth, he had not beene foyled ſo as he was, Ler his 
weaknetle and failings be our warning, that we may Elcape the cviſls 
which he fell into. 

Apainc,as Abrahams faich was weake and yecided alittle ro doubt- 
{2. Acornall |1ngs, ſo was he poſlcſied ſomewhat ſtrongly for the time with a kinde 
feareotdeaite | of carnall feare of death, Ge. and afterwards, Gen.20.1: He! 
| ſaid, theywill ſlay mee for my wives ſake, So you mult note another 
| weakeneſſe in Gods people, flowing from the tormer unnperfection 
| of faith. They arc aptto be over-tcaretull of dangers, and by name of 
| death, even to be ſo much terrified with the apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, eſpecially of loofing their lives,thar they cannot truſt upon God! 
and reſt upon him for fafcty, as they ſhould doe. This feare was! 
' found in David, it was found alſo in Petcr, and in divers others of 
| Gods people. The ground of it is, as Ifaid, partly the weakeneſle 
| of their faith, and partly the terriblencſſe of death, which is the ter. 
ribleſt of all terrible things, as being a ſeparation of the ſoule from 
the body, and a ſtripping aman at once of all thoſe things thar are 
moſt deare unto him, and conveighing him outot this world into ano- 
ther; concerning his happineſle herein: he is not alwaies ſo full of afſu- 
rance 2s he ſhould be. For when theſe feares doe ſuddainely ſeize up- 
.on aman, upon occaſion of ſome {cnſible obje& that threatens him, | 
they pullout of the minde for the time the thought of Gods promiſes, | 
and hold the ſoule alone inthe apprehenfion of the grearneflc and incyt- 
| tableneſle of the danger which looketh him in the face. 
| Let vs therefore learne, not to be hear:lefle our ſelves, becauſe 
| we have have beene ſo tranſported with feare, as was CAbravam, 
nor yet be cenſorious to others, whom. wee ſhall ſee thus tor a fit 
| even ſhaken and almoſt overcome of feare. Ir'is a fault indeed,and 
| we muſt blame our ſelves for it and be humbled, bur it is ſuch a; 
; fault, as may ſtand. with truth of grace, and.-which doth not give þ 
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juſt reaſon to conclude our ſelves unſandified, ornot to be Gods reve! 
| children. | | | 


| * - Andletvs learne to beware of feare, to reſiſt and oppoſe it atrhe 

| beginning by the oppoſition of Gods love and proteRion;z yea; |ctus 
 abourto worke in ourmindes ſuch atrue apprehenſion of the harmelcl- 
nefle of death and other croflcs, that we may learne notto be _ of | 
| them » 
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them, though we muſt needs ſuffer them. For why ſhould we feare 
that which cannot hurt, yea that which ſhall be an advantage to UB, 
Feare none of thoſe thinzs that you ſhall ſuffer ſaith the Lord,and David 
faith, 1 will not feare what man can doe unto mee, and againe, 1 will 1 55000 
not ſcare thouzh I walke in the walley of the ſhadow of death. It is anex- | 7 
cellcnt rhing and very comfortable, when our heart is ſo ſetled that | 
feare may not diſmay us. And the way is to get aſſurance of Gods fa- 
your and of etcrnall life, andthatall rhings ſhall worke for our good, 
and ſpcedily to ſet this faith on worke,whendangers ſhall offer them- 
ſelves unto our fight. 
But further, Abraham to avoid this danger,conſulted with fleſh and | z. He difſem- 
bloud, and uſed deccit, and ſhifting, and falſchood, for though his \ _ 
words were in ſome ſence true, as he telleth A bimelech, becauſe $4- 
rh was his fiſter by one fide, yet in the meaning which he would 
have thoſero interpret his words to whom he ſpakethem, they were 
not rrue. For his intent was to make them conceive, that ſhe was ſo 
his ſiſter asnort his wife. He reſolved to uſe falſe ſpeeches, and draw 
his wife likewiſe to joyne with him in theſe falſe ſpeeches, yea 
they agreed upon it before hand as he tels Abimelech, Gen.20.13. 
Abtaham ſaid to her, this « the kindneſſe thou ſhalt ſhew mee at every 
go whether wee ſhall come, ſay he is my brother, You fee they agreed! 
cforc hand to difſcmble and to continue difſemblingy yet ſure diffem- | 
bling is a finne and ought not to be done, as LAbraban heares even 
from CAhmelech himiclfe,verſe g. Thon haſt done deeds. unto mee that 
meht not to be done. So it may befall agood Abraham out of incon- | 
fideratencfl= and heedleſnefſe in not pondering their pathes, nor 
thinking of their waics, or ina ſuddaine to diflemble and dealefalſe- 
ly for the preventing of danger,as may be ſcene alſo in David,and in 
Peter, when he denied Chriſt, and when he withdrew himſclfe from 
communion withthe Gentiles, for feare of them which came from 
lames to Antioch. For athing not conſidered of, is for preſent as uſc- 
lefſe as if ir were not knowne ar all. | 
Therefore here alſo we muſt Iearnenotto be utterly diſcouraged, if 
we have run into ſuch a faulr, when we berhinke our felves after of 
ſuch offences, we muſt be humbled, bewaile them, confeſle them, | 
condemne and judge our ſelves for them, but we muſt not befeare- 
full of asking pardon, and of intreating mercy to forgivethem, muſt 
not-conclude, that there was no truth of grace in us, becauſe of 
luch palpable failings, yea we muſt take boldnefle to goc to the 
throne of grace, renewing our repentance, and carneſtly ſuing for 
on. 
And wemuſt alſo take heed of cenſuring others, and bitterly and 
harſhly. for ſuch offences, thoughthey be groſſe: cven Abimelech did 
not eſteeme Abraham a diſhoneſt and naughty man, becauſe he had 
found him tripping inthis matter ; onely take heed leaſt we miſuſcthis | 
Example and the like, to build upon themva boldnefle co ſuch ſinnes, | 
that were agreat wickednefſe, They muſt imboldenus to repentand | 
% 20g | | Crave. : 
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| crave mercy, after we have through weakeneſle offended, they myſt 
not imbolden us before hand to reſolve on a finfull deed. Yeawhen 
we behold their ſtumblings, it ſhould make vs to be earneſt in our 
prayersto God for agreat meaſure of ſtrength, that we may eſcape! 
ſuch offences, and to be more frequent and. firme in renewing our 
purpoſes of not finning in the like kinde. Reſolve therefore, that 
nothing ſhall make you lic or diſſemble, and if you doe reſolve, 
you will ſecke pardon and ftrive to tranſgrefle no more. | 
ky __ Alſo note that Abraham drawes Sarah hetetofinne in ſuch a kinde,: 
Ftp as did even hazard and indanger her chaſtity once or twice. O let good: 
danger her | men take heed of drawing one another tofin, for our fin will ſo indan- 
nary. ger another, that we know not when we ſhall be rid of the evill fruits 
of our feares and diflemblings. When a man is in perill he doth nat 
likely look about him,to ſee thoſe miſchicfes that will follow the bad 
courſes he takes, to free himſclfe from the preſent evill. Sure if he 
would fore-ſec them, he would rather ſuffer the danger of feare,then 
expoſe himſelfe to the bad conſcquents of his eſcape. Would not 
thee rather have hazarded himſelfe by ſaying the is my wife, 
then of making her commit _—_ by ſaying ſhe is my fiſter, if he 
had well confidered of it before hand. 
Bur yet note we, that Abrahams fell into this finne once, and againe, 
and if occafion had ſerved, was ready to. fall into it often, as we haye 
alledged his agreement with Sarah before. 'He did it firſt in Pharaobs 
Countrie, then in CAbimelechs Countrie, and intreated Sarah to doe 
fowhere ever hecame; ſo for want of due conſidering, a good man 
may runne intothe ſame groſle finne againe and againe, yea and be 
ready to runne into it very often, if he were put to it, as we ſce alſoin 
Iſa46 in the fame kinde. 

There is a double finne of ignorance, One concerning the fa in| 
generall; when one knowes not that ſuch a thing is unlawfull,theorher 
| concerning this particular fa&, when I doenot take noticeand obſerye 
| thatthis aR of mine is ſuch aſinne. Ofren it falls our,that Gods chil- 
drenthrough the ſtrength of ſome paſſion or corruption, as here out 
of feare, doe not conſider of their patricular aRions and ſo run often 
into foule offences out of this particular ignorance, as I may call i, 
they know the propoſition, deccit is a finne, but the aſſumption, this 
[is an aRtof deceit, is not added for want of confidering, and there-| 
| fore the conſcience doth not preſſe, this is adeceitfull a, you mult 
not doe it. Now when we finde our ſelves upon better confideration,| 
to have beene carricd thus to doeevill,; we muſt noe be diſmayed-but 
renew our repentance, and reſt on Gods mercy in Chriſt for pat- 
don, andſo for the future, reſolve to forbeare the finne, Alſo we mult 
learne; often to conſider of our owne waies leaſt any ſuch faults be 
found in us, Mans heart is full of blindnefſe and ſelfe-deccit,and w- 
l«fle he ſhake himſelfe as it were, and examine his waies often in his 
owne heart, he may live in ſome great offence and not finde it, and 
though theſe kinds of finnes will not hazard his ſalvation, yet = 
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may bring divers crofles and miſcries, and much reproach, and give 
much offence, and procure ſore temptations, and niuch diſquictment | 
[of conſcience to him afterwards: Let us not animate our ſelves to 
fnne by the falls of che Saints, bur rather worke in our ſelves an holy | 
feare of our ſelves and care of avoiding ſuch fins. | 

Now I come to Abrahams laſt finne, which was his taking of Hagar, | 5. 4bratam 
afault in it ſelfe, for God made one Man and one Woeman, to ſhew, | Þ14 two wives 
that he would -have marriage an individuall ſocicty of life berwixt one 
Man and one Woeman.. Bur that point was not knowne it ſcemes 
inthoſe times, and therefore both Sarah perſwaded her husband, and | 
he condeſcended to take Hagar. A good man may live in a few finnes | 
[of ignorance, and never particularly repent of them. Take we heed | 
therefore of condemning thoſe, who conceiving ſuch and ſuchthings | 
not to be finnefull, rake boldneſle to live in them. If want of will | 
toſee the light, make a manto reſiſt the light, offering ic ſelfe ro his. 
conſcience, becauſe that he will not know, fearcfull is ſuch a mans | 
eſtate, and I cannot ſce that this may ſtand with ſanification. Bur if 
want of light or ſtrength of impediments hinder from knowing, wee ! 
ſhould nor condemne a man that in other things is upright tor ſuch | 
faults, onely we muſt labour with God to revealeto us our {<cret faults, 
that ſo much as may be, we may free our ſclves from thoſe finnes of | 
ignorance, and rake heed of taking things on truſt upon the opinion and | 
example even of moſt worthy men. | | b 

Wee goe forward in conſidering &trahamseximple, and muſt ob- | 3. 4/14! ams 
ſerve the benefits which Gad beſtowed upon him. Theſe are of rwo | 
ſorts. Firſt, Temporall, then Spirituall. The Temporall bleflings | i. Temporall. 
are of two ſorts. Firſt, Thoſe thar were givento himſelfe. Secondly, | 
Thole that were granted to others for his ſake. | 

Firſt for himſelfe, beſides the common benefics of health and «4, For himſclf 
{ſtrength, and wit, and limbes and the like, which moſt men receive | | 
athe hands of God. He gave him firſta good Wite, Sarah, who was | 1A good wite' 
ob:dient unto him as the Scripture noterh, and did ſhew all reſpect | | 
and reverence to him, calling him Sr, or »vy Lord, and thovgh ſhee | ; per.z 6. 
was a woeman and had her traileties, yer ſhe was agood and dutiful] | 
wite unto him, and in the maine a comfort unto him. Abraham had 
his $4744 with whom he lived very comfortably in the tate of marci- | 
|mony, and rhere never fell out that we readof, but one alone difcon- | 
| \tent and brawle berwixtthem, which yet by the wiſedome and mo- | 
| = |&cration of Abraham, was quickly made up and healed. | 
| Now this benefit muſt be marked as a fingular and excellent blc(- | A good wife 

{fing; to have a loving, chaſt, durifull and reſpeQive wife, is agreat | a great bleſting; 

bl All thoſe to whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame mercy, | 'þ 
muſt ſee and acknowledge it with all thankfulnefſe. And if wecon- | 
\fider that a bad wife is like continuall droppings, and as rottennefle | 
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{it ones bones, and like oyle in his right hand, which will quickly | 
{diſcover it ſelfe, we ſhall learne the better toprize and cſtecme this | 
favour, Hee that obtaineth 4 wife ſaith Salomon, obtaineth mercy of the | 
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Þ ov.19.14. | L0rd. For. houſe aud goods be the inheritance of the Fathers, but a good. 
| wife is 4 the Lord. And Salomon ſaith, Who ſhall find a vertuous woe-! 
man ? her price u above the pearles, The heart of her husband ſhall truſt 
in her, ſhee will doe him good and not evill all the dayes of his life, This 
great benefitthe Lord gave unto his ſervant Abraham. All therefore 
that have obtained the like mercy in ſome meaſure, muſt obſerve and 
valew aright ſo principall a bleſſing, Though a man have an yoake. 
fellow in ſome things imperfe&t and weake, yet if the be generall 
good, will joyne with him in picty as Sarah did with Abrahams, and: 
beare him company in all good things, and will leave houſe and all 
ro j{ urney with him, if God call them forthto any ſervice, it 1s a ſpe- 
ciul! goodneiſe, and a chiefe inſtrument of his comfort and welfare, 
Sarah honoured Abraham, Sarah obeyed Abraham, (he was ready to 
provide a feaſt for the Angels at his appointment, ſh-e was a good 
huſwife and helpefull unto him in the overfecing of his great family, 
ſhee was «very way con:centfull and pleaſing unro him, and a little 
roo obſcquious, in being content for his ſake, to ſay ſhe was his fiſter, 
Wherefore ler this firſt benefit benoted, and let thoſe that have it con- 
feſle it with praiſe and thankes to God, and let thoſe that have it not 
as yet, learne to ſecke ir at Gods hands, knowing his readineſle to 
excrciſe his goodneſic uponall men in all ages, if they feare and obey 
| him, as well as upon Abraharr inhistime, | 
| He had chile Secondly, God gave Abrahafchildren alſo. Firſt he had 1ſhmatl. 
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dren, by Hazar, then in due gime he $34 Iſaac by Sarah, the ſonne of the 


promiſe, the ſonne of his o1d-age, beſides agodly and dutifull ſonne, | 

'that inherited the promiſes and the bleſſings with him, and in| 

' whom the covenant of God was eſtabliſhed. Hee gave him alſo 

many other childcen by Ferurah, which had alſo children in his life 
time, 

| Children are a bleſſing of God, chiefly if they be good and ver- 

-  tuous, .willingto be ruled by their parents. Theſe are the inheritance 

| of God, when they grow up as Olive plants round about ones table, 

Plal.127.5- and the Plalmiſt faith, bleſſed are they which have their quiver full 

 ofthem, they ſhall not be aſhamed when they ſpeake with rheir ene- 

'mies in the gate. Theſe comtort him ip their childhood, and area 

delight to him when they be yourg, theſe are a ſtaffe to his old-age. 


branches ſpringing from himſclfe as a roote, and making his houſe! 
'to Houriſh and begreene. So God bleſſed Abrahamin the truite of his 
body. ; Y 
| Let all thoſe therefore whom God hath bleſſed with this bleſſing, | 
' ſee Gods good hand to them, and praiſe him for ir. Indeed-to be 1 
| parent of many and towardly children, if it lift up the heart to God, 
| and occafion our hearty thankefulneſſe unto the Lord, is a ſpeciall 


| favour. Thole that have ir muſt ſee Gods good hand in ir, and 
| thoſe that have irnor, muſt ſecke it of God, and walke beforekhim ob: | 
 Gierkly, that they may be capeable of it. P en. 

| ext, ' 
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Nexr, God gave Abraham good ſervants, for they all hazarded | 3 He hae 
themſelves for and with him in the battaile fought with foure ſervanca.l 
viorious Kings, and helped him to redeeme his brother Lot outof | ©? 
captivity, and ſubmitted to be circumciſed, and to be taught and in- 

tructed, Had they not beene loving and couragious, Abrahamcould 

not have accompliſhed his deſire for his kinſmans deliverance. Bur 

eſpecially he had one excceding faithfull ſervant, religious, diligent, 
diſcreete, carcfull of his bufineſſe, and one in whom he mighr put 

his truſt for the well ordering of his goods, and for the diſpatch of 

any affaires committed to him. You fee his carriage in the 24. of | 
Geneſis. He was cautelous and warie intaking of his oath, and would 
not {weare raſhly. He was caretull in obſerving his oath after he had 
taken ir. He made ule of his maſters goods, and the power which his 
maſter had given him over his family and goods, to finiſh well that 
oreat worke of taking a wite for 1ſazc. He commended the matter 
to God with carneſt prayer. He followed itthorougly, and brought 
ito paſſe effeually. He made a good choice for Iſaac, and made 
haſt to returne to his maſter, and bring him backe the fruit of his jour- 
ney with good ſucceſle. No doubt it was a great joy of heart to Abra- 
bem, when he ſaw FlieFer returning with ſo good {peed from Padan- 
4ram, and bringing backe with him ſo ſweerand choice a Virgin for 
Iſac, according to the carneſt deſire of Abraham, 

with them in their ſervants, 


Let all maſters marke Gods deal; 
and if he pleaſeto ſtore them with m ls or With one 


ortwo alone, of excellent parts and graces, let even praiſe God 
for it, conſidering how great a vexation it 1s, be croſſed with ſer- 
yants of a contrary diſpoſition, which will be unto him evenas ſmoake 
in his eyes, and as vinegerto his teeth. And ler all that defire ſuch a 
bleſſing, rake the ſame courſe that Abraham did, that is, labour them- 
{elves to be good maſtcrs, and ro command andteach their ſervants ro 
feare God as Abraham did, and to ſhew themſelves loving, kind and 
liberall ro them. 


700 
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' But further, Abraham had a good kinſman Lot, that conſented to | 4. .4braban 


beare him company in a holy pilgrimage, and was cafily wonne by | 24 00d 
his wiſe dealing, to keepe peace and amiry with him, though ſome| ;.'z,.. © 
little breach began, yer ir was ſoone made up betwixtthem, and Lox 
and he lived in good peace and concord together. No doubt this alſo, 
| fladded Abrahams heart, and proved a ſpeciall conſolationunto him. 
If God have given any man ſuch arcligious and godly Coufinor Kinf. 
man, let him make much of him, and be a kind Kinſman as Abraham 
vas. Yea the Brother of Abraham, Nahor though he continued in | 2. Nabor. 
the land of Aram; Mhd- went not out with Abraham, yet was inhis 
kind agood Kipſmantoo, for he rejoyced to heare of MHbrahams wel. 
re, and intertained his ſervant courtcouſly, and moſt readily ſent 
bis daughter to him, ſo long a journey into a farre countrey, to be a 
 YYoake-fellow to 1ſaac his ſonne, to the no ſmall comfort of Abraham 
$/4d 7/a4: both. Herein he ſhewed mercy and truth to Abraham, asthe 
M. ſervant” 
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ſervant ſpake, and did the office of a good and loving Brother, 1x 
God afford ſuch bleſſings to any, that he hath aloving wite and cou. 
teous Brother, ready to gratific and comfort him, he muſt obſerve; 
with thankes, and thoſe that would have the good hand of Godt 
ſtirre up their Bretheren to ſhew them duc reſpect, muſt even walke 
upright and before God, that he may reward them as he rewarded 
Abraham. 4 
| 5: Abra's | But another bleſſing Abraham had too, he met with very faithfull 
friends. friends who were confederate with him, and did moſt carefully oh. 
ſerve the conditions of friendſhip and amity, for you ſee they did 
readily joyne with him, and helped himin his warreagainſt the fore. 
named conquering kings, and were inſtruments by their valour tore. 
deeme Lot, and to vanquiſh thoſe conquerours. This is a moſt de. 
firable bencfit, to have true and truſty friends and allies, that will! 
ticke to him in his need, and hazard themſelves for him, and joyne 
wich him in his good cauſe, and not prove like unto a leg out of joynt, 
or a broken tooth when occaſion ſerves to unploy them and uſe their 
| labour, or hazard for his benefit. Doe you not think that Abrahay 
rejoyced in rhe fidelity and amity of his aflociates. Doe you no 
| thinke that he bleſſed God for it, and did account himſelfevery hay- 
py in cnjoying three ſuch noble and worthy confederates. Let us 
encourage our ſelves to obey God, and to forſake our country and 
kindred at his command, for cannot he repay avd repaire thar loſl: 
ealily 2 by raiſing us up even in a ſtrange countrey, thoſe that ſhall 
as heartily love us, "St as faithfully cleave ro us, as any kinſmenin 
the world. Feare nor to forſake friends for Gods ſake, for heecan 
eafily cauſe you to find as good in a ſtrange countrey, if need fo re- 
| Quire, aSany you may leave behind you 1n your owne countrey. And 
' if any have in his owne countrey or abroad mer with ſuch friends, 
hemuſt artribute it to the wiſe and good providence of God over him, 
and with ſolid and fincere praiſes acknowledge it, carrying himſelf 
friendly alſo torhem, and ſhewing himſclfe as willing to grant abe- 
nefit to them in fit{cafon, as ever he was to receive a benefit from 
SIRETA 4. | them, for hee that hath friends,{aith Salowmon,muZt behave himſelfe friendy, 
Let us yet conſider another mercy. 


5. Anaham | CAbrahamhad good eſteeme andireputation, an honeſt and honou 
| 24 2.892 | rable name amongſt the men of Heth where he lived, ſo thar theyal 
a loved and reſpeRted him, as appearcth. <Melchiſedech loved himand 
came out to meet him and blefled him, and gave him bread and wine 
for himſclfe and for his troupes. «_4bimelech uſed him curteoully 
' and though Abraham and Sarah both had ſomewhar too groſlcly 
| overſhot themſelves, in diſſembling that Sarah was his wife, and 
that way\indangered him to a great finne, and brought ſome heavy 
| hand of God upon him and his houſe ; yer he ſhew'd himſclfe affabl 
and bountifull, reſtoring him his wife, and not ſo alone, bur giving 
| him gifts, and commanding his people to forbeare all injurious cat 
riage co. thing and his wife, and granting him leaveto dwell where & 
| wo 


; 
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would in his countrey, and after repairing to him, defiring his triend- 
ſhip, he acknowledged that God had blefled him and was with him, 
and requeftedthat a Covenant might be made berwixt them two, and 
that in the ſolemneſt manner. Was not this aſigne of great reſpeR 
and love in him to Abraham? and was it not a ſingular comfort and 
credit to Abraham , - and a figae of Gods great favour to him, ro 
incline the heart of ſuch a perſon ro him? Yea in whar repute and 
credit helived, appeareth in that the Hirrizes honoured him, called 
him a Prince of God, and were ready to give him leave to make 
uſe of any of their choiſeſt Sepulchers to burie his wife in, and 
Ephron the Hittite a man of good cficeme amongſt them, ar: firſt 
word did frankely offer to give him his field, which hedcſfired, and 
ar firſt condiſcended to fell it him for a reaſonable price. So God 
gave Abraham good will and credit where he came and amongſt all 
even highand low. 


oivethem a good naine and good favour every where, vertue, picty, 
and goodnefle ſhall winne good eſteeme and kindnefle trom men thar 
be not utterly ſlaves to finne, ſo farre asitis good for Gods people 
tocnjoy. They muſt indeed, (if God ſee fit rotry them by that crofle) 
endure diſgrace and hatred, and c2uſclelſe malice and reproach, bur 
ſo farre as Gods Wiſdome judgeth it beneficiall for them, he both 
can and will incline the hear:s of allto reſpe& and regard them.to love 
and honourthem. He will make them to be honoured and favoured of 
all with whom they live, Feare not therefore to ſerve God, bur 
cleave to him and obey him, you ſce his bounty how he can and will 
require his faithfull ſervants. 7. 

And thoſe that finde the good hand of God going witch them in 
this kinde, thatthey be reſpe@tully and kindly entertained,thatthey 


| OETITS 
have a good name and loving kindneſle with all men, excepr per- | 


haps ſome vile and baſe perſons, that they be cordially and heartily 
loved, that men ſpeake well ofthem, wiſh and doe well to them, 
and are glad and ready to gratifie them, they muſt acknowledge Gods 
\goodnefſe in this mercy and rejoyce1n his love, that doth rturne the 
carts of men unto them, and praiſe, honour and love him the more, | 
forthepraiſe, honour and love they receive in the world. We muſt 
prepare our ſelves ro meete with 1ll uſage, ill will, ill. language, bur 
when wee mecte with good, then we muſt confeſſe, that the Lord 
our God is the ruler of all hearts, and blefſe his name thar cauſeth|| 
us to finde favour with men, as David did with Saul at firſt, withall 
If-al and with Ach«ſh one of the Philiſtine Lords, King of Gath, that 
gave him honourable entertainement 1n his Court. 

| - Now another temporall blefing we obſerve to be granted to this 
good man, and it is rhree or foure times noted in Scripture,Gey. 13.2. 


| 


Abraham was very rich in ſilver, cattell, and gold. So Gen.2 4.35. 
The Lord hath eſſed my Maſter greatly, and he i become great, and 


Letthis alſo encourage all men to ſerve and obey God. HF can 


bee hatb gives him flockes and heards,and ſilver and gold, and men ſer ” 
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wants and maide ſervants aud Camells and Aſſes, and 25.6. Abraham 
gave gifts to the ſonnes of his Concubines. He could not have inriched 
them, if he hadnot beene rich himſclfe ; So God tulkilled his pro- | 
miſe ro Abraham, and he was a very rich man as well as very good, 
Riches are in Gods hand, hee hath them in abundance; He is 
able and rcady to grant them to: his ſervants : Indeed they be bur 
doubtfull bleffings, if a man have not power to uſe them well, they 
will be more hurrfull tro him then profitable. But ſo farre as the 
perfe& wiſedome of God ſces thar they will be beneficiall ro them, 
wiſedome ſhall bring them alſo in her hand and fillthe houſes of her 
admirers with them alfo. | 

Let Gods people learne therefore totruſt upon him for their out-| | 
ward eſtatez for though he make notall his children rich, for it is| | 
not good for all, yer he will not ſee the meaneſt of them to ſtarve, || 
for then he ſhould not anſwer that bountifull and mercifull title of 
2 Father, by which he loveth that his ſervants ſhould call him and 
call upon him. Incourage your ſelves therefore in all halinefle,righ. 
teouſneſſe and vertues, for ſure the Lord that filled the houſe of 
Abraham and made him fo wealthie and great a man,will notneg- 
| lettogive you foode convenient for you, and to ſupply you with 
neceſlaries, 

And let thoſethat have houſes, goods, and wealth in abundance, 
learne to uſe thera well, to ſce it is Gods gift, and to uſe them ax 
ſtewards, to praiſe God forthem, to make them a meanes of knit. 
ting their hearts more ſure and faft ro him in love and obedience; and 
to imploy them bountifully, liberally, and mercifully as CA braham 
no doubt did, that they may lay up treaſure for themſelves in Hex 
ven, and that by well-doing they make them friends of the riches of 
iniquity. Wealth honeſtly gotten, mercifully and bountifully uſed and 
moderately enjoyed, is a great mercy of God, If God make you 
rich, doe you ſhew your ſclves to be good as well as rich, orclſc 
riches doe not make a man the better that hath them, neither can 
they make his life much more comfortable ; yea it doth appearc of 
 Eccleſ.5.13, | ten that riches are laid " for the owners thereof for hurt. 
| And theſe be, the benefits remporall which CAbraham had 
| for himſclfe, a good wife, good children in their kinde, and 
| one religious, good. ſervants, good friends, good name, good 

favour and great wealth, to which add one particular benefit, a| 
 Agrear and fa*| Breat and famous victory over foure great and conquering Kings, © 

* ' , nousvictary. | the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, Ger.14.15. he purſued them, he divided 
| himſclfe againſt them he and his ſervants by night, and ſmote them 

and purſued them to Hobah, and brought backe all the goods, and 

| Lot his brother and his goods and the women and his people. Al 
Fo abſolute victory was obtained by Abrahams wiſedome and valout, 
| God gave him the wiſdome, God gave him the valour, God 
| gave him the ſucceſſe. The Prophet Zſay ſets forth: Gods good- 

| nefle to Htrehamn 'in; gencrall, as. a ſure argument, that G _ 
ew 
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ſhew the like merciecs to his people in after rimes,bidding them looke 
unto Abraham and Sarah,and ſaying,1ſ4.5 1.2.1 called him, bleſſed bim and | 
increaſed him,and 4 1.2,3.He {etteth forth this very benefit in magnifcall 
phraſes,ſaying,who raiſed up the righteous man ſrom the Eaſt?called him to | 11-41.243, 
his foot? gave the nations before him and made bim rule over Kings ? gave \ 
them as duſt to his (word ? as driven fiubble to his bow ; hee purſued then: 
and paſſed ſafely by the way that he had not gone with his feete, God 
would have his people take notice of this mercy in ſaving Abraham, 
and making him viRorious, to aſſure them of his like Jove in deten- 
ding them, and giving them victory over all their enemies, :eventhe 
wholeChurch,and cach particular member thereot. He that ſheltered 
Abraham, was with him, gave Kings before him, ſhall not he de- 
clare his love as much in furure ages to his people 2 Surely he is the 
ſame for ever. Let this comfort us againſt all rhoſe that riſe up a- 
ainſt us. 

Bur what did God for others for Abrahams ſake? Firſt, he bleſſed | 2.God gid doc 
Lit the more for Abrahams ſake, and as it is noted, Lot that went wich |goodro waa 
Ahnaham had heards, and after when God deſtroyed Sadome he ns: 
thought of Abraham and delivered Lot alſo. So God for a good | 1+ Blelſed Lor | 
mans ſake will bleſſe and helpe even his friends and well-willerg, | j2% <vered 
2nd thoſe that belong to him ſhall be much the berter for him,accor- 
we bo the promiſe that he had made, ſaying, 7 will bleſſe them that 

elſe Fee, 

Non for Abrahams children, he bleſſed 1ſaac and gave him cone pag ekagy 
outward things, yeagave him alſo grace and made him heire of rhe ks ro” 
Covenant, and continued the Church in his houſe, giving him a | goodneſſe. 
ſnne in the life time of Abraham. For Abraham had Iſaac at a 
hundred, and lived 175 yeares, and Tſa«c married at forty, and had 
Eſau and Tacob at fixty, fo Abraham lived to ſee thoſe two ſonnes 
about five yeares old, and gave outward things to 1ſhmact and abun- | He gave alfo 
dance to him, that Princes came of him inlikelihood during Abya.| Pmtance of 
hams life time, and he ſent away his ſonnes by Keturah with great| things to 2ſh- 
riches, and you know that even after Abrahams death, God honou- | #4. 
rd him ſtill, by calling him his friend in many places, and for his | Shewed favour 
ſake did great things for his ſonnes after him in many genera- | 79 bim after 
tions, | 113 Acati, 
| | Thus you ſee, how worth the while it isto ſerve, feare, and obey 
God, "what abundant blefſings he grants, what honour and fame 
[even after death ; though all Gods people have not all theſe out- 0 
ward things in like manner beſtowed upon them, yetthey havethat 
which is ſufficient forthem, and thoſe that finde their friends and 
children happy in outward reſpets, muſt obſerve Gods hand to be 
thankfull, 

Yea we muſt all take notice of Gods like dealing with many of 
his people, whoſe poſterity flouriſh when they be dead, ſome in 
poodnefſe as well as goods, and ſome arleaſt in earthly reſpects, and 
leave agood name behinde them, ſo thar many yeares after their 
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deccaſe, their names are honourably mentioned, and all men count 
them good and faithfull ſervants of God. The name of the righteous 
Plal.112-6, | had tn everlaſting remembrance, whilſt they live, and when they 
die God ſhewes himſelfe gratious and bountifull to them, even in 
tewporall blefſings oftentimes as well as ſpirituall. But if-any want 
theſE outward benefits, they muſt conſider of themſelves whether 
their ſinnes doe not deprivethem thercof. For ſometimes ſuch mer- 
cies are denied to Gods pcople to chaſtize, and keepe downe, and 
roote up ſome vices inthem. David was croſled in his children, to 
corre@ his fondnefle, and to chaſtize his adultery and murder: $4- 
lomons poſterity was brought low, to chaſtize his Idolatry ; If inour- 
ward things the Lord feeme carelcſle of his people, they might 
cafily finde by ſearching, that ſome evill carriage of theirs hath cau. 
ſed him to chaſtize them inthis life, that by being brought to re. 
pentance, they might not be deſtroyed and periſh in another world, 
| and ſo much for theſe remporall benefits. | 
———_ Now for ſpirituall blefſings, the firſt was, that God called him out] 
w | of his Countrey and Fathers houſe, from the Idols of his Fathers 
tHe was cal- | houſe, forthey ſerved falſe gods there, 7oſh.24.2. and acquainted 
Levomory Halle! him with himſclfe the onely true God. No greater bleſſing can be. 
eruc. fall a man here, then to be called from a falſe religion rothe truere. 
ligion, ſo that his heart be inclined alſoto the prattiſe of the true reli- 
gion, and that he be effeQually ſanRtified as was Abraham. Wee 
muſt looke that wee have this mercy of cff<Quall calling ; Indeed 
from Idols and ſuch kinde of falſe gods, wee are called, or rather 
we have beene kept from following them at all, but ah, arc we cal. 
-led rowalke before God in holinefle and righteouſnefſe © not alone 
| turnin fromdarkeneſlſcto light, from a falſe religion to the truce, but 
| from the power of Satan unto God, that is, from ſerving the Divell 
| in a wicked life ro ſerve God in an holy life. If we be not ſo called, 
|'we arc not ſonnes of Abraham, and outward bleffings will doe us 
little good, If webe, then wee have cauſe to rejoyce before the 
Lord our God with exceeding great joy, for he that is ſo called, ha 

picis he. This is a mercy of mercies, to be a Saint by calling, one 
whom God hath ſo wrought upon by his Spirit, that his outward 
call harh wonne him from the (tate of corruption to the Nate of 

| race. 
, And if any finde not himſclfc ſo called, or finde it doubtfull to 
himſelfe, whether he have becne ſo called yea or not, let himear- 
| neſily ſeeke ro God for ir, and if wee would know whether we be 
called yea or not, compare our felyes with Abrahams Call, Gen.13. 
— | I. God had ſaid, meaning,before his Pathers death, before he dwelt| 
y in Charras faith Steven, for though becauſe Terah was the Father,| 
| the departure is aſcribed to him, yer God gave the call firſt to 
| Abraham and heacquainted his Father withirt, and{o his Father went 
out and he with his Father, as a ſonne in the family and houſe-hold 
| of his Father, and bids him leave kindred and Fathers houſe, and 
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large off-ſpring, great bleſſings, and that the promiſed and blefled 
ſeed ſhould come of him : for S.Paul ſaith, that God preached the | 
Goſpell before to Abrabam, when he ſaid, i» thee ſhall all Nations be 
bleſſed, ſo that he was more largely inſtructed by God of remiſſion | 
of ſinnes and ſalvation everlaſting by one that was to be borne of 
him. Now God cauſed him alſo to belcevetheſepromiſes, ſo that | 
he left his Fathers worſhip and obeyed God. If any of us have had | 
the Word of God preached in our cares, and by name the promiſes of 
the Goſpell, and hath found his heart ſo affeed with thoſe promiles, | 
and thetrue beliefe of them, that ic hath made him follow Godin a 
holy converſation of life, and leave his former finnes, traycll rowards | 
the land of life, that land which God had ſhewed him inthe paths of | 
rightcouſnefle and true holinefle, this is eficuall calling,happy and | 
bleſſed is this man. Rejoyce in this calling, and bleſle God for it; 
morerhen for all earthly things wha:ſoever. And if any of you be | 
not as yet ſo called, let him fee his miſcry, and now call upon God | 
ſo tocall him, till he finde his prayers granted : for if we turne to | 
God he will turne to us, and if we ſecketo him for the performance | 


of his gratious Covenant in putting his Spirit of SanCtification in our | 
hearts, he will notfaile to doe it. | 
| But aſccond ſpiricuall blefſing was 1. Hegave him moſt gratious | ,.$,iri,u1 
promiſes. 2. He appeared to him many times to renew thoſe pro- | bleſſings, 
 miſes. 3. He entered into a Covenant with him and his ſeede after | 

him. 4. Hegratiouſly accepted his prayers and after this life he -fa- | 

ved his ſoule, 

Firſt, he made him gracious promiſes, Ger.12.2, 1 will bleſſe thee, | , Gog made. 
and make thee a great Nation, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing, and TI will | him gratious 
bleſſe them that bleſſe thee, and will curſe them that carſe thee, Againe, | P*iks. 
he appeares tohim to renew this bleffing, and theſepromiſes, Ger. | 
13-4. promiſing him a large off-ipring againe, and the paſſcſſion of 
the land of Caxaan, underſtood by _A1hbraham to be a figure of an 
heavenly inheritance, for he ſouzht « Citie to come, ſaith the Author to 
the Hebrewes. 


Apaine, Chap.15.7. and in the whole Chapter hee confirmeth | 2- Appeared ec 


eimes to renuc 


ding great reward; ({o to comfort him againſt the doubts which hee | thoſe promi- 
might have, that the vanquiſhed Kings might prepare an army and | '** 
returne upon him, and there alſo againe he renues the promiſe of gi- 
ving him a ſonne, yea giving him a multitude of children after him, 
and by a figne confirmes it to him: Looke up to Heaven (ſaith hee) 
end count the Starres, &c. yea gave him faith to beleeve it, and 
aſſures him that hee was juſtified, and that hee accepred thar faith | 
of him for righteouſneſſe , accounting him by meanes of that 

faith for the Fe of him in whom hee belccyed, as perfcaly juſt, | 
as if hee had perfeRly fulfilled the Law, | 
| And yet more fully aſſuring him of his goodnefle by cntring 

= ; M 4 * | into 
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the promiſe againe by another viſion, 7 amthy ſhield and thine excee- | Mn mY 


|goe into a Countrey which God ſhould ſhew him, promiſing him | | 


; 


| 


f 
' 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
' 
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3.He encredin- into a covenant with him in a viſion, and by ſacrifice, And in Chap, 
to acoyenant, g-7, hee renewes the ſame covenant with him againe, and confirmeth 


with bim and, -\ by the ſcale of circumciſion, and by cianging his name, affuring 


_ wy him alſo, that he ſhould have the ſonne of the promiſe, by his moſt 
| beloved wife Sarah, and telling him alſo whatname hee ſhould be cal. 
| Ied by, Iſaac, from his laughing at the promiſe, not by way of di. | 

| ſtruſt and unbelJcefe, bur of faithfull joy and gladnefle in ir. And 

in C)ap.18. hee appeareth unto him againe in torme of a man, and; 
tclls him the particular time of the childs birth, and acquaints him 
with his purpoſe concerning the overthrow of Sodom. And laſt of 
all, afcer he had offered Iſaac hee appeares unto him againe, and by 
an oath confirmes to him the former bleflings, Gen.c2.16. which 
hee had never done beforc. This is a finguiar mercy to Abraham, 
to give hin ſo many promiſes, to renew them ſo often to him, 
and confirme them ſo ſtrongly tro him, And you muſt looke whe-: 
ther God vouchſafe to ſhew himſclte thus to you, even to bring; 
home to your ſoules in the reading and hearing of his word, and 
exerciſes of religion, the gracious promiſes ot his word, giving. 
you by his Spirit aſlurance that hee admitttcth you into the co-| 
| venant, is your God, pardons you, blcſſcth you, and will give you 

{all needtull thinds tor foule and body, and make you partakers of 

| eternall felicity, All Gods ſervants that are the ſeed of Abraham, 

| have this holy communion with God in his word, in prayer, in his 
| ordinances, which Abraham had intheſe dreames and viſions: for to 

[the Fathers God ſhewed himſclfe by thoſe meanes, to us by theſe, 

{and Chriſt ſaith, that his Father. and hee will come and fhew themſelves 

unto theſe that love hins and keepe his commandements, and ſuppe with them, 

O if you find this ſpirituall familiarity with God, how happy are you. 
| It not, truly earthly blefſings are of no great valew, they be common 

[rogood and bad. And now ſeeke you, ſeeke youthele ſpiritvall blel- 

ſings, Gods afſuring you of pardon of finne, and appeating unto you 

{more and moreto confirme your faith in the promiſcs of the Goſpeli,! 

|and to make you afſured of your eternall happineſle, and that he is your 

( God, untill at length hedo cven as it were {weare itunto you, and make 

| Y oucertaine of it £ 

| And Bretheren, be you incouraged to anſwer Gods call, to repent,| 

to live holily, to caſt of your ſinnes and become obedient as was 4- 

| braham, tor though perhaps you may not be ſo rich as he, nor have 

| ſo many childeren, nor have ſo great outward favours, yer will God 
| be your, God, he will be your ſhield, he will be your reward, hce| 

' will blefſe you in all things, he will give you the inheritance of lite| | 

| eternall, as ſure as he did to Abraham; he will heare and accept your 

| prayers, and he will bring you ſafeto the land of reſt, to Heaven that | 

| true reſt, where youſhall have no more unquietneſle inward nor out- 

| ward. Into Abrahams boſome will he receive all thoſe, that be the 

true ſonnes of Abraham. 
| Learneto eſteeme of theſe ſpirituall bleſſings, though perhapsthey | 
| __, 
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may be ſeparated from the temporall, God therefore alone divideth 
thera becauſe he ſees you be not fit for both, bur would behindered 
from injoyingthe one and growing in the one, by the over full cnjoy-| 
ment of the other. But the better I'fay you hall ſurely haye as well | 
25 Abraham, God will more and more affure you of his favour, and 
of his kingdome, and ſhew himſelfe more and more graciouſly unto 
you, in confirming to you his comfortable promiſes more and more. | 
This is better then all the riches of the nile world ;' If Abraham 
had enjoycd this whole world and not this fweere entercourſe with | 
God, his life would not haye beene halfe ſo comfortable and happy, | 
but if his eſtare had bin never ſo poore and meane in outward things, | 
yet would this ſweete fellowſhip with his Maker have made him | 
|happy and bleſſed enough. Spirittuall good things are the chicfe | 

and principall, blefſed is the man whom God pleaſcthto take for his 
owne; to call to himſelfe, to ſtrengthen in faith, ro make more and 
more certaine of his ſalvation. This is the bleſſing of Abraham that 
comes unto the Gentiles by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. This poore and * 
afflicted Saints enjoy as well as rich; This {ceke, this labour for; by 
indeavouring to walke with God, and by being upright. 1585 
| Ifanyſay, Buralas I want this, I find not God ſhewing himfelfe to 
'mein hisordinances, I find him not ſetling my heart. | 
I Anſwer, If hee have called thee our of finne to a good life, and 
that thou indeavoureſt to follow him, he will in due time ſhew him- | 
ſelfe unto thee, feare it not, and the longer heſcemes to deferrethe:| 
revealing of himſelfe, the more abundant and exceeding great ſhall 
[the comfort be ar laſt. God will not faile to bleſſe his people with 
ſpiricuall bleſſings, and comfortthem with ſpirituall comforts, ifthey 
walke before him in fincerity. 77 Fo 

I proceed to tell you of good Abrahams croflcs, which if youcom- | Abrahams 
pare them with Iſaacs, were much- greater then his, if with 1acobs | v5: 
they ſeeme in ſome reſpets much lefle. Bur if you confider them 
imply, they were ſome of them exceeding heavy to beare, Wee will 
ranke them intoa certaine order. | 

Firſt, God pur himro ſuffer an heavy crofle at his firſt call, as ma- | r. He change? 
by times alſo he doth many of his ſervants. His kindred and his Fa- a} —_— 
thers houſe were all Idolaters, and God ſaw thar he ſhould have had: | (1.crshoute, 
much adoeto have maintained himſelfe and the truth of bis religion, 
if he ſhould have continued amongſt them, Wherefore hee cauſed 
him to leave that place, and thoſe perſons; and to goe into/another 
land which he ſhould ſhewhim, according as in the Pſalme, the Pro- 
phct ſpeakes to Pharaohs daughter, forſake thy kindred aud thy fathers. 


. L $1 phl.q5.10. 
houſe, and this affliction often afſaileth the Saints of God, at their} | 


looking towards true piety, when they beginto forſake ſinncfull cour- 
[fesand to looke towards Heaven ; thoughthey change not their coun- 

| I [frie for a new habitation, nor leave their fathers houſe ro goc into a 
region farre diſtant, yet their fathers houſe falleth out with them, 
_y ceaſeto be fricndstothem, and they feele that which ſometimes | 
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Mat.10.36, | our-Lord hath forctold, 4 mans. enemies ſhall 'be thoſe of his m—_ 
yea father hates the ſonne, and the {onne the Farher. "For a:mang:; 
inward and neereſt friends are morc weary of himthen, then any erhet, 
becauſe having occaſion of converſing with him, they more ſee his 
piety, <lfe as Owles are more offended with the light, and becauſe 
| wantingthatcommerce in evil! and vanity which once they had, they 
are morediſpleaſed atthe change. | | 
"We muſt learne therefore whoſoever mindeth to foHow Chriſt and 
be his Diſciple, learne ro love him above all perſons, yeaas himſelfe 
teacheth us, to hate Farher and Mother, even to hare them 1 ſay, 
thatis, to be willing to part with them, as it we hated them for Chrifts 
fake. And as here the Lord fo provided for Abraham, that he wan 
tedino friend in any place where ever hecame, a forreine countrey 
afforded him as much welfare as his native foile could havedone, {6 
 whoſocver ſhall looſe any ſuch thing for Chriſts ſake, ſhall be ſurety 
receive in this life an 100. fold, rhartis, an hundred rimes more g00d 
and comfort, then thoſe things or perſons could have afforded, yea! 
many times alſoa targer mcalurc,and greater number of outward things 
| and outward friends. | 
This was the firſt croſſe of Abraham, leaving his countrey, ſee next 
what he met with in Canaan another countrey, in reſpe' ot his cſtare 
andthe perſons that were dearcſt to him. Wh 79 (50M 6 
2, Was uncer- -Kitſt for his eſtate, God gave him no poſſciſion, no not the bredth 
_ —_— y of xtoote, bur made himtrayaile up and downe intents, withour cither 
On |cerraine houſe or any inheritance” This is a croſle too, and a thing 
little: pleafing to fleth and bloud, to be of a fleeting condition, not 
knowing where he ſhall dwell next month or next yeare, to be with- 
out houſe or home, that he can call hisowne ; by which Godtaught 
Abraham, to uſe the world-as though he uſed it not, and to ſet his 
heart more upon the things above, becauſe he had ſo little ſetledneflc 
| 


inthe things below. The people of God muſt be content to berow- 
ledas itwereup and downe from place to place, to be in the Earth as 
\ina Sea, in which they ſhall be rofled now hither now rthither,and have 
 \no fixed dwelling almoſt, 'and our Lord Chriſt after he was a Prea- 
| cher, was accuſtomed to ſuch a kind of Pilgrims life, now in Iudes, 
| now in' Galilee, now in Cefarea, now in Cana, now in Decapolrs, hee 
had nor-an/ houſe to lay his head'in. S.Paul was likewiſe accuſtomed 
amongſt other miſerics, to beare this, of having nocertaine dwelling 
|place. If God call any of us roſuch a condition,” ir muſt not ſeeme 
[much fo us, to cate the bread of ſuch worthy men; nor to pledge 
| chem inthe ſame cup. - Hee whoſe ſoule is norglewed tothe world, 
| carr well endure this kind of rambling, none other will, unlefle hee 
| beamianrhatloves to wander. | 
Now for the perſons neere to him, firſt, his Kinſman, thenthoſe of 


bg * | his family. One and onely one Kinſman he had: with him, that wee 


x. In Lot his | reade of;: Lot. | In him he ſuffered two troubleſome | crofles. Firit, 


a [un occalion of atroublethat fell our betwixrthe ſervants of Lot - 
. os 


—__—— — 


| 


— —— — 
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of Abraham, they were faine to part habitations. Their riches 
were ſo great, that the land affoorded not reome for both their herds | | 
and flockes, hence the herdſmen and ſhepheards on both"ſides had ! | 
occaſion of jarring about places of paſture, One would have his | | 
cattle here, another would have his, and ſo variance grew. «Abra- 
ham {aw that this variance would proceed farther and farther, and :o | 
prevent miſchicte, gives Lot his choice where hee would dwell, fo | 
[{aith the Scripture, they were ſeparated aman from bis brother, This | 
no doubt was tedious to Abraham,that Lot and he might not benecre | 
neighbours ar once, for the event after made it appeare how deare | 
Lot was unto him, and therefore after Lots departure, the Lord-ap- | 
peared unto Abraham to comfort him, as taking notice what atrouble | 
it was unto him. And this kinde of crofle doth fall outto men, either ' | 
increaſe of riches or want of it, or ſome thing falleth out, that cau- 
{cth they muſt be ſeparated from their fpeciall friends, or ſome un- | 


kindnefle and jarres grow betwixt them, thar their agreement is not ; 
ſo cordiall and hearty as tt oughtto be. | 


Butthenext Croſſe in Lot was worſe, for inthe ſpoile of Sodome, he * | 
was ſpoiled and taken captive by thoſe that rooke the Sodomites cap- 
tive. This comming to Abrahams cares pierced him indeed, that | 
his. loving Coufin who had beene brought up in his houſe with him, 
and had borne him company in all -his peregrination from Y- till al. 
moſt thattime, ſhould fall intothe hands of ſo cruell enemies, ſhould | 
have his cattell and goods ſcized-upon, and himfelfe, and wite, and 
children, made ſlaves and bondmen. This afflition is uſuall enough | 
in the world. Much miſery and diſtrefſe betalls them to whom wee | 
wiſh well,and we ſuffer intheir ſufferings whom naturall affeRion doth 
{o indeere us unto, asthat wee cannot but have a felow-fecling with | 
| them intheir diſtrefſes,asthe members of the body ſuffer by conſent. | 

Bur a ſecond evill that Thad almoſt forgotten pinched Abraham in 
Lot, for Lot loſtall in Sedo and went and dweltin the Mount, and 
there Jay with his two daughters, and begar of each ef thera aſonne. 
This was no doubt noiſed abroad, it came to Abrahams eares, and 
filled his heart with'a great dealc of gricfe, that ſuch a man as he had | 
taken Lotto be and found him ro be, after God had afflicted and | 
chaſtened him, and alſo ſhewed him mercy and delivered him,ſhould 
|runne into ſo monſtrous and unnaturall finnes, as to commit inceſt,not 
| 


wichone of his daughters which had beene farre too much, but even | 
with both of them, one afterthe other. This I ſay pierced Abrahams 
ſoule to thinke of, hecould not but be ſenſible of all the bitter rc- 
proachfull taunts thatthe true religion of God would ſuffer for this F8 
crimeof Lot, The finnes and crimes of thoſe thatare deare to us, and 
the reproach that followes thence, both upon themſelves and ſome- 
fumes uponthe truth of God which they profcfle, muſt needs breede 
much heavinefſe unto good men, and ſometimes the providence of 
God fo diſpoſcth of things, that the people of God ſhall be hum- 
bled fo, as Paul ſaith God would humble him he feared, : when he 


ns ſhould | 
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| ſhould finde many impenitent ſinners in Corinth , and it had 


brought anguiſh to his heart, thar the inceſtuous man had 
not alone ſo - ſhamefully offended, bur alſo becne tolerated by 
the Church, as no doubt alſo the heare-ſay of Rubens inceſt was 
a great yexation of heart to /acob, when the report of it was brought 


Now ſce what Abraham ſuffered in his owne houſe inreſpet of his 
wives and children. 

Firſt, his wife Sarah a good woman and deare to him, was 
twicetaken away from him, once by the King of Egypt, and after 
by the King of Gerar, andhe could not but be grieved atit ſo much 
the more, becauſe it came to paſle by his owne default and finne,and 


becauſe ſhee was ſotaken away, as that it was likely every day, that 
thee ſhould have beene married toanother man, or at leaſt have beene 
made aminiſter to ſerve his luſt. Whar an anguiſh was this thinke' 
you 2 How did this gaule his heart? when he abode alone in his; 
Tent, and Sarah was not in hers, when he lay alone at home and 
Sarah bare him not company, yea when ſhee was perhaps inthe.bo- 
ſomeof another man, towhom he had betrayed her by his cowardly 
| feares and diſſembling, it ſcarce befalleth any of usto mecte with ſuch 
a croſle in his wife, 

| But ſecondly, Sarah his wife was barren, ſhee had no children, 
fruitfullnefle and ſhee were parted, asthe Holy Ghoſt noteth. This 
affliction hath befallen many good women, and it was ſo much the 


| 


| 6. There fell 
out a great 
jarre berwixt 
him and $2» 


rab. 


more bitter to Hbrabam, becauſe he did not intend totake any other 
woman, butthat at laſt Sarah when her ſclfe was 'now by meanes of 
age paſt all hope, did carneſtly perſwade himunto it. To be child. 
lefle is acroflſe wherewith ſome. are exerciſed, but to Abraham it 
| was a worſe crofle then ordinary, becauſe the want of a childe was 
'tohim the want of falvationtoo, for himſclfe and all Nations wereto 
| be bleſſed in his ſeede : Sothar if hee had had no ſonne, hee could 
' have had no Heaven, and nothing ſtood as aſtronger objeion a- 
gainſt his being ſaved, then his being childlefſe.. Barrennefle with 
this aggravation comes notto any of us, andif God had not caſed this 
| burden to Abraham,by often renewing the promiſe of a child unto him, 
doubtleſſe it would have affiied him ſore. 

But another crofle in Sarah upon occaſion of Hagar, there fell out 
'agreat jarre betwixt him and Sarah, and ſhee that ever before had 
ſhewed herſelfe adutifull and reſpeRive wife, now brake forth into 
| much tartnefſeand paſſion with him, eagerly and wrongfully charging 
| him to maintaine Hagar againſt her, and to bethe cauſeof her ſtub- 


| borne and contemptuous carriage, This ſounded harſhly in _46r- 


hams cares, and this language was tedious, to beſo rated by Sarah, it 
| made himthinkethe caſe ſtrangely altered. Indeed he by his wit- 
| dome calmed thetempeſt very foone, it continued not long, but it 
| was a ſoure thitg for the time; many a man hath the ſame trouble for | 


| matter, but more frequent and more laſting, A wives paſſions arc an 
hus- ! 


— 
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husbands ſufferings, her anger and diſcontentand brawles with maides 
and men and children ſometimes fall upon him, and fſhee is ready | 
cauſcleſly to quarrel! with him, when the is diſpleaſed with them, 
this crolle is ſo much the more tedious, by how much a man doth 
more affe& and love his wife, and ſometimes too it is aggravated 

by this, that hee hath ſome way beene an occaſion of it though unwit- 

ringly. | 

Bur laſtly, Abraham buricd Sarah, ſhe died before him, and he was | ,. $44 dice 
faineto part with herunto the duſt, Thiscalamity falleth upon many | before him, 
men to bury their wives, but to many it is not acalamity, they know | 
how very quick!y to make this aftliction nothing, by a ſpeedy brin- | 
[ging in ot anoer : bur ro Abraham who loved Sarah and had long 
lived with her, ic muſt needes be mattcr of ſorrow, and ſo the Scrip- | 
ture witnefleth ſaying, Hee roſe up from beſcre his dead, whether hee had | aen.x4.;3, | 
gone before to mourne and weepe for her, Theicthings he {uffer:d in his | | 
wife Sarah. | | 
| Now in his Concubine Hagar, fiiſt her ill carriage to Sarah was | 8. 1. rae. Þd 
ſurcly a griefe to Abraham, when two (uch perſons tall at oddcs, hee | in Hagars 1!l | 
[that is a common friend to both ſuffers in both. The cuſtome of | Free ©. 
Poligamic is weeded ot of the Chriſtian world, ſo that mennow are | her cunning X 
happicr then to be vexed with the mutuall brawling of two Antago. | wy being 
niſts, as I may call them: but now the contentions ot neere friends do | m4 
fall out ſomewhat bitter ſometimes, to them thar love both ſo well that 
they know not where to take part. 

Secondly, When ſhee was now great by him, the ran away from | 
him and Sarah, and carried the fruite of his body away with her. This | 
nodoubtgricyed Abraham, he tooke her alone for deſire of of-ſpring, 
[not to ſacisfie luſtfull defires, and now when ſhe promiſed ſecede, and 
his heart was raiſed up with expectation of a ſohne, to have all his 
hopes daſhed by the quarrelsthat Sarah had with her, ſhe being gone 
away, and hee knowing not where to have her, nor how to procure 
her rerurne, nor what was become of her, nor of his child where- 
'with ſhe went, and which was deare unto him, even now before he 
law itin the world. This ſurely.pur him to much griefe and ſorrow, 
[This croſle is nor very uſuall, to have a great bellied wife runne from 
'aman, bur if ſuch a kind of deſertion ſhall befall any, either hee muſt 
by very refpcalcfle of his wife, or elſe it would beacorrafive unto 
him, 

' But awotſe crofle or as bad befell him after, for ar laſt the Lord el 
made him to divorce Hagar, and to ſend her quite away, never| yorce Hazar 
againe to live with him. This was as bad and worſe thento burie her. | and ſend ker 
If God docven ſeparate a mans wife from him, cither his affeRion | TT": 

to her is lire, orclſe his gricfe for her will be much, but hee had 
Sarah his firſt wife, and that ſerved to mitigate the putting away of 
{ his ſupcradded woeman. 

So you ſee his domeſticall aMiRions in his wife, now conſider 
whart hee ſuffered in his childeren, 1. In 1hmael whom hee had _ | 
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|, Her ws | hee Was faine to baniſh him, or excommunicate him whether yay 
forced rorthrut! Will, or both, this was an hard thing to him, hee had but two ſonnes 
{/pnaet ou. of, and now hee muſt thruſt one out of his family for ought that hee 
bus family. | knew, never to ſee him againe, Hee muſt adventure him to the 
' wide world, and ſend him abroad with his mother, 1n all proba. 
|bility of reaſon to ſtarve or begge hee knew not whether. Would it 
not grieve and trouble any of you? to ſend a pretty youth about 
a douzen or ten yeares old out of his houſe, without any thing buta 
' bag and a bottle, not knowing what hee would doe, or whether 
| hee muſt goe : yet God tried Abraham thus, hee muſt learne 
to trult Gods word without meanes and above hope. The pro- 
| miſe was, that God would make him a great man, and now 
God began to performe promiſe, by ſceming to make him a 
begger ; If God ſeeme to threaten us with beggeric in our po- 
fterity, wee -muſt conſider, that ſuch a crofle ſeemed to bee 
iruſhing upon Abraham, bur God found meanes to make that 
ſonne great, to whom hee was not ſuffered to give any thing, 
that it might be made cvident, -thar it is caſte with God to inrich a 
/man caſt outand deſtitute of all friends. 

ir, Hee was | But Abraham had another ſonne, ſee the crofles that befell him 
 crolſeq in Iſazc| in, Iſaac, Firſt hee waited Jong for him before hee had him, 
manyiv2ye3* To. be long deferred from enjoying a thing promiſed and hoped 
for, is a burden ſomewhat tedious, it a man have not faith and pa- 
'tience in ſome good meaſure and quantity. Thus God tried Abra- 
ham, hee lived twenty five yearcs after the promiſe of a large of- 
| ſpring, beforc he imbraced the ſam= which the promiſe pointed to, 
| How could wee brooke the deferring of a promiſe ewenty five 

yeares 2 | 
But when hee had him, was the laſt triall and worſt of all; 
hee muſt take him and ride with him a long journey of three 
dayes to a certaine mountaine, and there hee muſt offer him up 
to God for a burnt offering, here God tried Abraham to the 
quicke. Hee muſt denie naturall affetion, in killing a ſonne fo 
deare unto him, and that this age : If God ſee fir to have him, 
why did hee not call for him when hee was a young childe, 
before hee had filled his heart with fo intenſe love and earneſt 
'| expeRation ; If hee will have him now, why cannot hee ſend 
| ſome diſeaſe to ferch him, bur the Father muſt murder the ſonne: 
lo nature muſt give place to Gods commandement. Hee mult 
/alſo denie his credit in the world, and cxpoſe himſelfe ro moſt 
harſh, and in ſhew juſt cenſure of all men, yea of his familie and 
' of his wife Sarah too, whoſe griefe for her lncred ſonne mult 
|needes cauſe her to lade her husband with grievous complaints, 
| |and in appearance alſo righteous. Yea hee muſt in ſome ſence 
contradi& and crofle even faith it ſclfe, by ſlaying him in whom the 
| Lord had ſaid unto him, 1 1ſaac ſhall thy ſecde be called. Thus 
| faith muſt conquer nature, conquer credit, and conquer it ſelfe, 
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which alſo it did in Abraham : For hee confidered that God was able to raiſe 
him up againe from the dead, from whence in a figure hee had received him, 
So it ſeemcrh good to God, to pur his ſervants hard to it, and to re- 
quire ſuch things art their hands, as cannot bur bee very difficult unto 
theme 

Thus you have heard of Abrahams life, now at laſt hee died in 
peace and in a goodold-age, aftcr he had lived 175.ycares, not ſo long 
as his Fathers and fore-fa'hers, God ſtill ſhortening the age of 

man uſually, that he might put them and us in minde of 

our latter end, and make us carcfull to prepare 
for it continually. 
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| EDODS<ERDD S Abraham is called the Father of the faithfull, 
APA y {oir isalſo ſaid to Godly woemen concerning | 
Bod. Sarah, whoſe daughters yee are as long as yee doe | 1 Pet.3.6. 
well,&c. So that ſhee is honoured with this 
title of being the mother of belcevers, as hee 
was the Father. Having therefore ſet before | 
D. you the example of Abraham, wee proceede 
PADS to confider theexample of Sarah his wife. Let 
__usſcer.Her birth, 2.Herlife, 2.Her death. | 
Concerning her birth, her Father is knowne, her Mother is not | Serels birth. 
knowne. Shee had the ſame Father with Abrahams, not the ſame | 
Mother, for ſo he telleth 4bimelech ſaying, Gen.20.12. Shee ts indeed 
my ſiſter, the daughter of my Father, not the daughter of my mother, and | 
ee became my wife. For as yer God had not forbidden to marry with 
,any of the kindered of ones fleſh as after hee did, ſo that as yet hee 
| might lawfully take his fiſter by the one ſide to be his wife, the con- 
ſort of his bed, and ſhee was borne 10. yeares after Abraham, for it is 
Noted, that when Tſaac was borne, ſhee was 90. yeares of age and 
hea 100, So was ſhe 10. yeares younger then himſclfe, and he ex- 
cceded her in age 10. yeares, as it is mecete though not neceſſary, that 
the husband be ſomewhat elder my his wife, Gen.21.5. Abraham | | 
£2 3 WAS 
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| 


 Herlife, | Now concerning her life, wee will looke into her car. 


| -. Her -errues | Firſt then for that which was good in her, inreſpe& of God, man, 


| Whacfaith is, | where you ſce the nature of faith, it is an acknowledging of Gods 


[25 Th CT E No 
"Our" ; was a hundred Jeares old when his ſonne Iſaac was borne to him. Gen, 
17.17. Shall Sarah that « ninety yeares old beare? 1o it is manifeſt, 
that there was the difference of ten yeares betwixt Abraham and Sarah, 
And this is all we have to ſay of her Birth. 


The Example of Cn a Poll, 


—— 


 riage good and bad, and thento the things that befell her good and 
| bad. 
| 


; Herfarth. | nd her ſelfe. For God, ſhee is commended for her faith, for the 
FT TTY | Authorto the Hebrewes telleth us, That by faith ſhee received ftrenzth 
to conceive ſeede, and was delivered of a ſonne when ſhes was paſt aze, 


becauſe ſhee waz perſwaded that hee WAS faithfull which had promiſed, 


 faithfullneſle, a giving him the honour of his faith, and ſerring to 
| ones ſeale that God is true. Faith cauſerh the minde of a man to ſub- 
| mit it ſelfe tro the Word of God, and to be afſured that hee can and 
| will keepe promiſe, for to the promiſe of God it looketh principally, 
and this faith will cauſe a man to receive power from God to doe 
thoſe things, which otherwiſe of himſelte he wanted all power to 
doe. This faith will make a weake man ſtrong, it will put fruitfull. 
ncſle into a barren wombe, and life and ſtrength into a dead body, 
it will make a barren ſoule fruitfull in good workes, and make the] 
heart to conceive the Word fo as to bring forth the fruit of goodli- 
ving, wheteto of it ſelfe it is as unable, as a body paſt age is unapt 
to bring forth a childe. Confider therefore, whether you have got. 
ten ſuch a faith into your hearts, as makes you fruirfull of good 
| workes. If we belecve Gods promiſes faithfully, it will ſub-miniſter 
ſtrength to produce all ſorts ot good workes, which otherwiſe the 
heart of it {-1fe would never produce. For he that beleeveth Gods 
promiſes ſhall obtaine ſtrength from God to obey his holy Com- 
mandement, and according tothe ſtrength of it, to abound in good 
workes of all ſorts. Faith is a ſtrong grace and puts a new power itt-| 
tothe ſoule by which it ſhall befir to doe good workes. We have 
more largely diſcourſed of the nature of faith in the Example of 
LAbrabam,who is alſo commended for faith, 

Then Sarah in reſpe& of Abraham her husband had two worthy 
+. Shee obeyed) VENUES» Firſt, ſheeobeyed Abraham her husband. Secondly, fhee 
her husband, \ reverenced him, and that in her heart and tongue too, fot thee called 
| him Sir when ſhee thought of him in heart. Her obedicnce ſhewed 
it ſelfe in acheercfull forwardneſſe to prepare things neceflary to et- 
rertaine Angels that came unto her in the likeneſſe of men, for ir is 
| ſaid, Abraham baſted into the Tent to Sarah, and bad her quick| 
| make ready three meaſures of fine flower and make cakes upon the hearth, 
' whichſhee did accerdingly without grumbling or deferring.. Shee 
did not oppoſe her husband and demand, husband, you know not} 
| what theſe men be? nor whence they come ?. why ſhould you make}! 


G«cn.18.6, 


| fock care to prepare for them ? but without any more adoe, ar her 
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husbands commandement, ſhee gate all things ready according to 
his defire. This is a commendable thing in a wife, and is to be 
followed by all you godly women, who would be counted daugh- 
ters of Sarah; if your husbands wiſh you to doe things honeſt and 
lawfull, you muſt addrefle your ſelves not to make your objections, 
but to yeeld your cheerefull obedience according to S, Pauls 
commandement, that faith, Wives bee ſubjett to your husbands in all 
thinss. | 

f any ſay, that this was but a ſmall matter. 


Sarah, Hagar. 


——— —  —— ——— _ 


4 
I anſwer, trne, butitis reportedas it were a taſte of her good diſ- 


ofirion in this matter, and a figne of her dutifull obedience, the 
olory whereof the Holy Ghoſt giveth her more generally, ſaying, 
that ſhee obeyed her busband, meaning, conſtantly and generally ſhee 
ſubmitted her ſelfe and was obedient. 

Secondly, it is notedof her, that ſhee reverenced her husband, 
which is alſo commanded to wives by S. Paul, ſaying, Let the wife 
{ee that ſhee feare her husband. . Loe it is carneſtly charged upon wo- 
men, they muſt looke to it that they yeeld it : Letthe wife, that 
's, every Wife, ſee, that is, carefully looke to it, and not make 
ſhifts or pretend excuſes, bur ſee, that ſhee doe it, even feare her 
husband. 

There is a double feare,one which maketh onetremble and flie from 
the thing feared as hurtfull and miſchievous, ſo as men doe 
feare a Lyon or Beare, torunne from him as faſt as they can, that 
[hee may not teare us in pieces, ſuch a feare as this is not required. 
Another feare is, feare of —_— wronging, or grieving the per- 
ſon feared, flying and ſhunning all ſuch things as would diſpleaſe 
him and make him conceive with diſlike an irrcſpeRiveneſle of him. 
This is the feare of the wife, not to dareto diſpleaſe her husband or 
anger him, not ſo much leaſt he ſhould flic upon her with reproofes 
and blowes, asleaſt ſhee ſhould be an inſtrument of griefe to one, 
whom ſhee loveth and honoureth by her undutifullnefſe and rude- 
nefle. And it muſt be noted that ſhee did ſo reverence him as to 
call him Lord. And how did ſhee call him Lord? not in ſpeaking 
to him, orin ſpeaking of him before others, by whom it might be 
told him againe what ſhee had ſaid, burwhenſhee thought of him 
or ſpake of him with the inward ſpeech of her heart, which none 
could relate againe,but God who harh related this to her praiſe. Forthat 
title ſhee gave him even in her inward cogitations, when ſhe ſaid inher 
ſelfeat the hearing of the Angels promiſe,that ſhe ſhould have a ſon, 
Shall T have pleaſure after I have waxed old, my Lord being old alſo. 

So the reverence of a good wife ſhould be hea 
when ſhee doth but thinke of her husband, even thento give atitle 
of due reſpet. Wherefore to give rude and undecent termes to an 
iusband, ſuch as would but become a Miſtreſle ſpeaking to her 

ndman, Ned, Tacke, Dick, Tom, Robbin, is even a little too 
much familiaricy in a wife, ſavouringof ſome degree of contempr. 
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, and cauſe her 
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The ground of theſe two duties, reverence and obedience, is the 
| | image of God in the husband: For hedoth ſtand in Gods roome 
over her, becauſe «s Chrift is the Head of his Church, ſo is the hus. 
band the wives head, and the woman u the glory of the man, meaning, 
one thar is made to bring ſome glory and honour to him. 
Now by this fruit of Sarahs obedience which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath noted, it is prooved that Sarah was huſwifely in her houſe, 
even as a woman that could ſtirre about in her family, and looke 
tothe diſpatching of neceſlary affaires by her ſervants and them in 
her family. For had ſhee beene a coy and nice or idle and floath. 
full dame, ſhee would neither have drefled meale, nor kneaded it, 
nor made cakes of it, norſcene to the baking of them, nor yer have 
followed her maid-ſervants, and looked thar they ſhould have beene 
diligent in this buſincſle. 

Shce was a | Further in reſpe of her ſonne 7ſaae, ſhee was a very loving Mo-) 
loving Mother) ther and nurſed him with her owne breaſts, and thought ir a duty 
and nurſed |forx her ſo to doe, foro it is noted of her that ſhee ſaid by way of 
1 hg thankefull wondering at the benefit, who would have ſaid to Abra- 

* | ham that Sarah ſhould have given children ſuck ? for 7 have borne 
him a ſonne in his old age, as it ſhee confeſſed, that giving a childe 
ſucke ſhould not be ſepara:<d from bearing him. And indeed na- 
ture doth manifeſtly call upon women for this duty, for ro what 
purpoſe harh God given them breſts? as it were bottles, at thatrime 
repleniſhed with ſuch a fit and well pleafing toode for the babe, 
ſurcly not to milke out onthe ground, not to draw it backe by me- 
dicines and devices, but to give it to the new inhabitant of the 
| world, with whom it came into the world. So ſoone as a woman 
bath a childe in her wombe ready to bring forth, ſhee hath alſo 
milke in her breſts fir for its feeding, and is not this as much, as if 
the Lord ſhould ſpeake -unto_ her and ſay, I would have you take 
care to bring up this childe which thou haft brought forth, 
with this nouriſhment, which I have laid up in ſtore for it, for 
ſurely God and nature make nothing in vaine. This loving patt 
of Sarah is more conſiderable in reſpe& of her age and 
her greatneſle of eſtate and houſchold, for ſhee was ninety yeares 
old, and might in that reſpe&t have ſeemed warranted to have 
given her ſelfe a diſpenſation from rhis ſervice, and ro have aid, 
ſhould a woman of mine age endure the labour of watching' and 
{ waking and looking to achilde, and induring all its froward firs and 

a number of attendance 2 -why may I not ſet it to a younger woman 
| ſtronger and better ableto doc it then my ſelfe 2 . Shee was wife to 

Abraham, a man of great: place and ſtate, fellow to a King, with 
whom Kings ſought to be in covenant, and ſhould ſuch .awomans 
I: might ſhee have objected, ſubmit my ſelfe to this meane and1z- 
borious office, may not Fhire anothertro doc it for mee © mine hus| 
band, -might ſhee have ſaid, -is agreat man and withall hoſpital, lf 
he bring in men of place and faſhion, muſt Ibe hindred from intertal- 
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ning them by dandling a childe and being made unhandſome and | | 
unfit for company with tending a babe 2 might not another doethisas 
well asI of whom ſuch intertaining would not be expeRted. A-| 
gaine, bave I nor avery great houſchold £ mult I leave the care of 
looking tothem for ſuckling of a childe 4 which another ordinary bo- 
dy may doc as well as my ſelfe, that will nor performe the duty of 
 over-ſecing mine houſe. Sarah made noſuchexcuſes, bur when ſhe 
| had borne Abraham a ſonne ſhee would alſo give the childe ſucke. | 
And truly, this duty is a very good duty, and grounded upon very 
good reaſon ; For who doth not ſee £ thar it is a very great 
meancs of cauſing Mothers ro grow in tendernefſe of love to 
their children, and fo of making children afterwards more dutifull 
to them. | | 
Laſt of all, Sarah in regard of her ſclfe did apparell her ſelfe | ;, $1ce apps 
with modeſt and not over-coſtly attire, for S. Peters words pto- | *«lled her ſelfe 
pound her to bee imitated by the good women in that » | Todeflly, 
ticular, ſaying, ſo did the godly women that feared. God in former trme 
attire themſelves as Sarah, and ſhee is manifcſily brought in for 2 pat- 
terne of this vertue, even decent, not flaring nor over-chargeable 
garments. The Holy Ghoſt hath given women warning mn two 
places of this duty both by the pen of S. Paul and S. Peter, 
adorning (ſaith he) let it not be that outward aderuing of ray 1 Pet,3, 3,4 - 
haire, wearing of gold, and putting on of apparel, but let it bethe hnddes | 
man of the heart, in the ornament of a weeke and quiet ſpirit, and $; 
Pas! (aith, Not with bra'ded haire, or gold, of pearles, or coſtly attire, 
but as beſeemeth women profeſiing godlineſſe with good workes, raccke- 
neſſe, quietneſſe, good workes, 'theſe muſt be the jewels and orna- 
ments of agood woman, gaudie and wanton tricks of frizling, plat- 
ting, curling the haire,and ſumpruofity in gallant things and chargeable 
| muft not be looked after by good women. This tricking and trim- 
ming doth nothing bur allure the eyes of beholders, and call wanton 
eycs to play with them. It doth nothing but ſpeake forth their haughti- | 
neſſe and ſelfe-conceit. 
I know it is lawfull for women of rich eſtate and high place ro os. 
weare jewels, filke, purple, ſcarlet, gold, filver, but women muſt " 
be ſure not to be giventoſuch things, nor to be morecoſtly then rheir EY 
husbands purſes and places will bearc, norto be ſumptuous this way, 
that if their coſtes about workes of mcrcy were laid in ballanceagainſt 
get coſt in attirc,the former would proove in a manner nothingto the | 
ater, | 
| For moſt times it prooves true, no women more niggardly and pin- | 
ching to any good worke of bounty or mercy, then thoſe that arc 
molt coſtly and finiſhintheir coates. Thoſe that are ſo curious and ' 
Coſtly inattire, are hard andneere in good workes, and fo doc gaine 
to themſelves reproach and contempt in ſteed of that . credir 
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Gen, + '' The Example of Cunavr.n,&c, 
You ſee Sarahs vertues, compare your ſelves with her now. And 
thoſe that finde themſelves like her in ſome degree, viz. faithful] 
in bcleeving Gods Word, eſpecially his promiſes, obedient and 
reverent to their husbands, that have nurſed their owne children, and 
doe not curiouſly and ſumptuouſly ſer up themſelves in their arcire, 
Letthem be commended, ler their conſciences approove them and 
give them comfort inbcing found like to this godly Matrone, Ir is 
ancxcellent thing to tread in the paths of thoſe women Gods owne 
hath renowned for gratious and vertuous, and hath borne wit. 
neſſe of their uprightneſſe and ſalvation. We may with ſome good war. 
rant promiſe our ſelves to obtaine fayour of God and crernall life 
with them, whoſe godly converſation we have followed. Shee that 
looking her ſelfein this glaſſe of Sarah findes her ſelfe to reſemble 
her in faith, in obedience, and reverence toward her husband, in 
doing ſuch good offices to her children, and in comely and not over- 
coſtly arraying her iclfe muſt blefſe the name of God, that hath fa- 
' | ſhioned hercarriage according to the' mould of ſo excellent perſons. 
Bur thoſe that inſteed of theſe vertues, ſhall finde themſelves de- 
formed and diſguiſed with the contrary vices, are to be greatly aſha- 
med and humbled, and admonithed to repent. And all the women 
that would have the comfort of being daughters ro Sarah, muſt la- 
bourtogettheſe graces and to abound in them. .Sce that you be du- 
_ and good" wives, and pray to God to make you ſuch as was 
Saran. [- "va cate as | | . 
Sarghs faults, | - And now let us conſider the weakeneſles of Sarah. Firſt,ſhee was 
Leber weake' in faith, © for this cauſed her to give Hagar to Abraham her 
| husband, and fo to bring the finne of Poligamy into the Church of 
| God wherewith it may ſeeme it was not polluted before. Shee 
doubred leaſt her ſelfe ſhould nor be fruittu!l, and therefore brought 
Hagar to him, to trie whether the promiſed ſeed might come of |. 

her, and yet once more ſhee bewrayed more unbclecfe, when the 
Angell of God told cAbrahamin her hearing, that he ſhould” havea 
ſonne by her at the time of life, ſhee laughed at the promiſe of God 
| Gen.18.12, |agarathing ridiculous and impoſſible, ſaying, After IT am old ſhal 
I have pleaſure ? and my Lord being ld alſo, for the Scripcure ſaith, 
Shee w 4s old and it ceaſed to be with her after the manner of women. Scc 
how when God promiſed athing in nature and reaſon utterly impol- 
ſible; :ſhee ſofarre forgat the Omnipotent power of God, as to think 
fureircould nevercome to paſſe,. though God had promiſed ir, an! 
pecP Oye reprooved her, ſaying, Shall any thing be impoſible with 
Goaf: + 
;:('Thus the people of God doe ſometimes ſtagger at the promiſe of 
God through wnbeleefe, when God faith one thing and reaſon faith 
te contrary, they conſult with fleſh and blond, and credit their owne 
reaſon above the authority of God which ſpeaketh to them. This is 
agreat fault, and -rendeth mich ro the AifCnour of God, as if his 
| power were limited by the rules of reaſon, or by the courſe of a__ 
hg ja 
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nd did not exccede our reaſon and ſtand quite above the power of E5 
nature. Wee muſt ſee this finne in our ſelves, labouring to be hum- 
'bled at it but not diſcouraged, for this weakeneſle of faith may 
well ſtand with the truth of faith, not he hath no faith atall who is 
|many times troubled with doubting, but he which yeelds to it and is 
oyercome by it, 

Wee mult alſo ſtrive towaxe ſtrong in faith, by putting our ſelves 
in. minde of Gods Omnipotency and faithfullnefle, as Sarah did at | 
length, forthe Apoſtle witnefſerh, that ſhee judged him faithfall which 
had promiſed, and thoſe promiſes which we muſt labour ſtedfaſtly to 
beleeve; are the promiſes of God to pardon our finnes, and write 
his Law in our hearts, and ro make us able to walke in his waies, and 
crowne us at laſt with life and glory, notwithſtanding our finnes and 
limperfetions. Though the performance of theſe promiſes ſeemeto 
usas impoſſible as that a dry woman ſhould be a mother, yer we muſt 
labour to reſt upen them, becauſe of the fidelity of himthat hath pro- 
miſed to perfe his power in our weakenefle, 

Another fault of Sarabs, wasthis, that once ſhee forgat her ſelfe to | :.Shee being 
her husband, and was full of anger and diſcontent, wrongfully char: | gy, talcly | 
ging him to take her maides part againſt her, ſaying, My wrong be | jute her 
m thee for I have given my maide into thy boſome, and now 1 am deſpiſed \ Gen. 16.5; 
in her ſight. It was true, that Hagardid fleight hertoo much,butthar 
Abraham was guilty of this fault by bearing out Hagar in it, that | 
was altogether falſe, as his anſwer prooverh plainely, for hee 
ſaith , } maide is in thine hand, doe with her what - thou wilt, | Verſes, 
» Sarahs anger made her uſe falſe accuſations againſt her hus- 

ang. 

Be humbled yee wives, if you have chafed with your husbands| 
and carried your ſelves injuriouſly towards them in words, Sarah did 
this,but ſhe did it not oft,it was this one time alone,ſo farre as we read, 
in. other things ſhee behaved her ſelfe meckely and reverently. © 
looke to your ſelves, that you offend not continually in that thing 
wherein this good woman offended once alone, and no more, for 
this once was eventoo much, keepe downe anger therefore and let 
tnot breake out againſt your husbands, 

And you husbands, learne though your wives doe tranſgreſle ſome- 
times, not to be harſh with them againe, bur heale rheir errours 
with the ſpirit of meckenefle as Abraham allo did. Shee 
= blame her ſelfe, bur ſhee may bee induced with grace for all 

IS, | 

But another weakenefle of Sarah is, that ſhee was ſomewhat too | 3. Shee was 
rough with gr, infomuch that Hager could not indure ir, for if| Pmewhar wool 
ſhee was ſo violent in words with Abrabam, what doe youthinke her | 1.zar. 
carriage was tothe maide, yea ſhee was ſomething too earneſt againſt 
Iſhauel and her too, when nothing would ſerve her, butthat ſhe muſt 
have them both together caſt out of doores. For though God bad | 
Abraham doe according to her words, it followeth not thence, wl 
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| ſhe was not overpaſſonate in it. God for a miſteric would have ie 
| done, and yet Sarah might offend in doing ir. So good pcopleare apt | 

| to be overharſh to them that wrong them, and exerciſc roo much bit.) 

' terneſle againſt them. 

1. Shediſem| Another fault of Sarahs was, that ſhee diſſembled at her husbangg 

| >ie4 ar ber | requeſt, and that two ſeverall times, ſaying ſhee was his fiſter, and 

{queſt | ſo ſaying it, that thoſe to whom ſhee ſpake, might thinke ſhee was 

| | None of his wife, for that was the intention both of Avraham and 

| Sarah. Itis a weakenefle in wives ſometimes to be led by their huf. 

bands, to doe that that is cvill, and to joyne with them in finne. Here 

$ irah hazarded her chaſtitic to content her husband, to fatisfie his 

fcares, ſhe was like to have brought her ſclfte and others into a fearcfyll 

{1nne, 

This fault muſt be reformed by good wives amoneſt others, and 
they muſt reſolve not to finne againſt God for their husbands {akes,' 
fearing his diſpleaſure more then the danger of their husbands or their 
anger. Indeede in ſaying vay to ſuch mortons of their husbands, they 
muſt uſe reycrence, and do it in acalme and quict manner, but refu(c! 
they mult, being warned by the example of Sarah. 
| Sarahs laſt fault was, that ſhee denied her laughter to the Angell, 
' when ſhee had ſinned in laughing. To lye in a paſſion for fearc of 
blame, denying that one hath done a thing which indeed one hath 
done, that ſo one may eſcape reprehenſion or corrcRion, is a ſiane 
'to which mans nature 1s very ſubject, ſpringing from the wanr ofthe 
| feare of God, and from an exccfhve carnall love to ones ſelfe, and 
 defire of his owne temporall ſatety. This fault you may reade, Ges, 
(138.15. Readeit not to doe the)ike, but to amend ir and to be moved 
to repenrof it, if you have commured it. 
| Now then letus rcfic& upon our felyes, and confider of our owne 
carriage, both to condemne the like faults in our i<lves, andre beare 
with them inothers without bitter cenſuring, and ſo we ſhall profitby 
the knowledge of their evill deedes. 

Serahs bene. | Now let us conſider the benefits that Sarah enjoyed. Shee had all 
Hts. thoſe common benefits of health and ſtrength and the like, which 
' Ged doth uſually beſtow uponall men, bur befides ſhe enjoyed excel 
Icnr benefits, 

©. Shee was a  Thefirſt, thar God gave her faith and ſaving grace, pardoned and 
{ holy wocman. paſſed by her offences, and ſan&fied her and hath ſaved her ſoulc, 
| notwithſtanding her faults. This is the mercy of mercies, that God 
 pleaſethro ſanifie and pardon, and ſave a man, for if he be ſanKikied 
he 1s pardoned and ſhall be ſaved, what profit hath any one of othe! 
' things if he want this, and ſo be damned for ever, after alittle conteſt 
| enjoyed here, 

Tet ustherefore labour to finde this goodnefle of God to us, Ictus 
' humbly pray him that made Sarahgodly, to makeus ſo roo. If when 
| WE reade of this worke of his grace to others, we praiſe him forth 
' hewill graunt i: to us as well as tothem. ' The Lord is able tomak 


al} * 
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any other man or woeman godly as well as Say4h. Shee hadas bad a 
nature, and as unable to make her ſelfe good as wee have, for ſhe alfo 
was a daughter of Adaw., Thercfere if you find your ſelves yernot 
to be indued with faith and holinefle, take notice of theſe wants, and 
goe to the throne of grace for grace, beſecching the Lord to fulfill 
his covenant to you, 1n giving you his Spirit to make you his chil- 
dren, and it ſhall be unto you according to your conſtant and humble 


nd thoſe whom God hath beene pleaſed to deale fo graciouſly 
with, lee them heartily and conſtantly praiſe him, labouring to make 
all croſſes ſeeme —_— to them in compariſon of this benefit. Say, 
though I bee poore, delpiſed, aflited, yer God hath given mee 
ſome faith and ſome holineſle, and begunto ſanRifie and will preſerve 
me in this eſtareto life ercrnall, What cauſe have Ito be diſcouraged 


their faults,is the worthieſt ofall mercies.In Heaven the Saints rejoyce 
in God, and are not interrupted in his ſervice, by remembrance of 


ſupplicarions. | 


at croſſes; ro make one trucly godly, though they be not without | - 


l —— 


former afflitions, we one carth ſhould labour ſo to be glad in hope 
of that eternall weight of glory, thar neither feeling of preſent miſcries | 
nor feare of future, fhould much hinder us therein. 
Secondly, Sarah had a godly husband, and did partakewith him 

of his riches, honours, credit and all the good things which hee en- 
jpyed. This is a great favour to a wife, if ſhe be married to agood 
and holy man, and a man alſo of convenient eſtate and good cſtceme, 
that ſhe may be comforred by his goodnefle, ſhewing it ſelfe ingood 
carriage towards him, and may taſte the ſweetneſle of his good and 
of his credit, To have an yoake-fellow that can patiently beare with 
ones wants, that is diligent and truſty, and ſo provideth for his fa- 
mily that nothing is wanting to her ſelfe and family, thart lives info 
good repute as ſhe for his ſake is better reſpeRed; in a word, ſuch a 
oneasis a comfort and credit toher, a ſaviour of his body as indeed | 
the husband ſhould be, is a fingular benefit. She hath a great bleſſing 
that hath ſuch a husband, and muſt not forget to be much and often 
thankfull, yca though in ſome things he may be faulty, to the hur. 
ing, and hazarding, and bringing croſſes both upon himſclfe and| 
ter, as twice Abraham did though an excellent man. Take notice of 
this favour, and learne to be carefull in doing your duties, ſo much 


praiſeand rejoyce in him for it £ 


the ſhall have joy of ſuch a child as well as hee, both the parents of 
'nghreous children ſhall have joy of them. Let woemen as well as 
[men acknowledge this mercy, wee ſce that thoſe which are croſſed: 
nchildren are much rroubled at it, ſhould not thoſe whom God doth 


the rather, becauſe your husbands be vertuous. 

But next, ſhe had 7ſaac atlength, if God give a woman children 
ad good children, godly and holy, partakers of the bleſſing of God 
atheir ſoules, that is. a benefit to the wife as well as to the husband. 


| 


fee from thar little crofle, giving them the contrary mercy, learne to 


med. 
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| Bur farther; God did vouchſafe to deliver her twice, out of that 
' miſerig into. which twice ſhe had caſt her ſelfe by her owne fault, If 
anyone by their owne unbelcefe, carnall tcares, or other cvill behg. 
viour, have thruſt themſelves into the brambles, and God by hig 
ſpeciall providence and care hath granted them an happy iflue and 
eſcape, they muſt even admire and applaud Gods goodneſlc, that 
hath ſo undeſervedly pitticd them, and paſſing by their taults hath car. 
ried himſelfe fatherly ro them. Sarah by ſaying I am Abraham 
fiſter, procured, that ſhe was taken by Pharaoh to be his wife, God 
hindered Pharaoh from comming necre her, and after by a dreame 
warned him of the matter, and ſo hee diſmiſſed Sgrah untouched, 
After ſhe offended in like manner againe, and againe- the Lord in 
like manner delivered her: what a graciouſneſſe of God was this? 
| She knew not in the world what to doe, ſhe had intangled her ſelf 
in a ſnare and could not get out, now God hee ſets in, hee brea. 
\keth the ſnare and ſers her at liberty. Without doubt Sarah and 
Fweringy both were exceeding glad of this eſcape, and praiſcd God 
for ir. | | 

If by the meere providence of God without any fault of our hand, 
miſeries breake in upon us, and then we crie to God and be reſcued, 
we have cauſe toacknowledgeit asa great favour. How much more 
then when hedrawes us out of the evills into the which we have ſinne- 
fully thruſt our owne ſelves, ſending ſome ſuch meanes of helpeas 
we could never conceive of, or procure to our ſelves. Call to mind 
ſuch deliverances, to praiſe God with great fervency and humility 
forthem, and learne both to truſt upon his goodneſle after the more 
ſtedfaftly, eſpecially, if more then once wee have thus infnared our 
ſelves, and morethen once the Lord hath pittied us and helped us, 
we muſt never ceaſe wondering at his goodnefle, reſolving alſo to 
rake heed of ever provoking him by likefolly, for he that can open 
the dooreof danger, when we our ſelves by ſeeking finneftully to eſcape 
ſome other cvill, have locked ir upon our ſelves, can ſurely, yea and 
will keepe us if we doe caſt our {clves upon him, and refuſe to take 
up finnefull and unlawfull ſhifts. Could not the Lord have found 
a good and holy way of ſaving Abrahams life and Sarahs chaſtitic! 
of reſtraining the cruelty of theſe men as well as their wantonneſſe: 
If God can helpe out of reall and preſcnt danger beyond our hopes, 
he _ ſurely keepe us out of feared and imaginary dangers aboucout 
thoughts. 

And if any of Gods people have wound themſelves into croſſes 
they muſt not be diſmayed from ſeckingto God for helpe,: by aggra- 
vatingthcir crofles with this thought, O fooliſh and finnefull man, | 
|'have pulled it upon my ſelfe by my folly, how can I expe& helpe 
from him ? but moſt humbly acknowledge their owne folly and yt 
take boldnes to ſue to him for mercy,both to pardon and to helpe them. 

' Theſe be theſpeciall benefits given to Sarah. Now her croſſes mult 
| be conſidered. 
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'Firſt, She was barren a longtime, this was acrofſe to her no doubt, | Sarzts crofles 
kecauſe of her earneſt defire to have.childeren, and/becauſe as 1 ſaid {5g RE 
' of Abraham the hope of her ſalvation did hang. upon the fruit of her | «me, ® 
 woinbe. Barrenneſle is ſuch a crofſe-you ſce as hath befallena godly 
[woeman. Let them therefore that are exerciſed with it, learne to | 
| heare it with patience, and labour to get hearrs ſo much more fruirfull | | 
of good workes, thatſuch ſpiritvall truitfulnefſe may make amends for 
'thewant of the fruit of their bodies. If God: make not a woeman to 
| beare childret, but make her pious and godly," able to bring forth the 
fraits of the ſpirit inthar ſpirituall marriage berwixt Chriſt and her, 
ſhe hath cauſe ro be fo rhankefull for rhis fruitfulneſſe, as cafily to | 
brooke the trouble of th= other unfruicfulneſſ»., And thoſe whom | | 
God doth nor afflict with this zMiition, muſt learne to praiſe him for | 
their fertile wombe. Ir is a ſinne not to prize cven theſe temporal | 
benefits, but to grumble at abundance of truit of the body, is ſo foulc 
afanle of ingratitude and unbelcete, thar a man or woeman ſhould 
greatly blame themſelves for turning athing beneficiall in ir ſclfe into 
adiſtrcſle and miſery unto themſclves. | 
Another croſſe was, thar.ſhe was fleightcd by her maide, yea that | 2. Shee was 
(he bare the croſle ſomewhat impatien.ly, muſt ber reckoned in the | ieighted by %, 
number of her finnes. Doubtlcflc itis a rrying affliction to be aſſaul. | "© =** 
ted with rude {aucy and contemptuous words and geſtures of a diſo- | 
|bedient and undutitull ſervant, Hardly fhalt:the ſpirit of a gover- | | 
nour be able to hold it ſelte in patience, whenit ſhall ſee a ſervant or 
inferiourto looke too diſdainetully or arrogantly, or heare them utrer 
ſurly and ſcoffing words. Pridein an inferiour ſhewes it ſelfe by un- 
dutifulneſſe, and it will prove an hard thing to the ſuperiour nor to 
thinke ir equall that pride ſhould encounter pride againe with paſ- 
flonate reſiſtance of it, You muſt learne thar have ſervants moſt times 
(a moſttimes Hazar was) duritull, ro be thankefull for it, and muſt 
take heede of doing any thing, by which you may give your ſervants 
occaſion ro fleighr and comreemne you, for their corruption will 
quickly lay hold upon any occaſton of ſuch miſdemeanour. 
| Athird croile was this, to be taken from her husband into the houſe | 3: She was eas | 
of Pharaoh, and after of Abimelech. *Tis true ſhe could blame none bur pen en had 
herfelfe and her. husband for that croſſe, but thar did not make it lefſe | the houſe of | 
4crofle, as hee is no leſſe wounded that woundes himſelfe by mif-| #74745 20 
chance, then he whom an enemy ſhould purpoſely wound, and this * x 
Crofle was made alittle rhe more bitter by this, that ſhe was though 
gently and with milde wordes, yet duely chidden for ir by Abimelech 
too, who tels her plainely of it ſaying, Gen, 20.16. I bave given 
thy brother, (this name hee gives Abraham ironically, with ſome- 
What a tart rebuke, as much as if he had ſaid, whom thou wouldeſt 
tave had us thinke to be onely thy brother ) 4 100. ſhekels, that is, 

our money, ſome 72.1b. od money, neere upon a 100. markes, 
and addes, behold hee i to thee 4 covering of thine eyes, and to all that are 
wth thee, and with all other : thus ſhee was reprooved, She was ſen- | 
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fible of the rebuke, this was ſomewhar bitter, that a ſtranger ſhout 
' chide her for not {ufficiently covering her eyes. Sure it was a grieg. 
'to herto come under juſt reproofe, we muſt take heed that ourcyjj 
carriage make us not ſubject ro juſt reprehenſion. We ſhall beaſy. 
| med to heare of what we were not carctullto ſhunne. And ſo muchyy 
 Sarahs lite, 
| Hereezth, | Ofher death we reade, Ger.23. She lived a 127.yeares, and die; 
at Hebron, and was buried in the cave of £Makphela, which Abrahay 
| bought for money of Ephron the Hittite, for that uſeuponthat occaſjqn, 
 Sheis the onely woeman, ( ſo farre as my memory (erves me, ) whoſe 
og age goe'y time of living is regiſtred in Scripture, whither it have any miſter 
© 110-4 10 it 1 Canniot tell, no woemans age is recorded but Sarahs alone, the 
in Scripture. 'mother of 1ſaac, doubtlefſe God intended tograce her in itabove othe' 
woemen. And fo we have done with Sarahtoo. | 
' Hzzar,nothing It will not be amiſſe to add Hazar torher, of whoſe birth we hay 
-rhpris og * nothing recorded in Scripture, and as little of her death, but by tha! 
death, which the Scripture ſpeaketh of her, there is ſome good probabiliry| 
le 15 probable that ſhe was a woceman fearing God, Fuſt becauſe of all woemenyg 
ex} EY Sarahs houſe ( who having above 300. men-ſervants, muſt needes 
rant: many maide-ſcrvants alſo.) ſhe made choice of herto give unty 
| her husband Abraham, to the end thatſome ſecede, yeathe promiled 
ſeede might be taken from her.. Sure Abraham and Sarah would tut 
| have preferred her above all the maidens in the houſe, if they had 
notthought heralſo a good and godly maiden. I ſuppoſe therefore! 
that ſecing her maſter and miſtreſle thought her good, we ſhouldgee: 
againſt the rules of charity, though we reade of ſome faults ſhe had,if 
Her life, we thinke not ſo too. Let us conſider of her life and {ce her yertue$ and 
faults, benefits and crofles; | | 
Firſt, it was a great vertue 1n her, that all the time of her dwelling 
bh -_ #11 with CAbraham before, ſhee carried her ſclte very dutifully and re- 
goxernours. | IpeCtively to Sarah, elfc ſhe would never haye given her into Abraham 
boſome. Let all ſervants learne of her to ſhew all reverence and du. 
titull behaviour to their governours, and not onely to the rich and 
wealthy, but to the poore alſo, nay as S. Peter lairh, nat onely tothe 
{good and curtcous, but alſo ro the froward; tor ſo is Gods comman- 
dement tothem cxpreſicly, Epheſ.6. Col.4. 1 Pet.2. and if any {cr- 
vant doe otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and'adorne, but'diſgraceand 
diſcredit true religion. The f{eryant is no further godly then hee or 
ſhe ſhewes reverence and hovourto the maſter and governeſſe. Looke 
therefore that you ſer your ſelves to pleaſe and content your gover-, 
,novrs with all obedience and duty, if you will have God and your 
owne conſciencesto approve of you, | 
2. Shee told Second]y,whenthe Angell mether and asked her whenceſhe came! 
the croth.. | and whitherſhe went, ſhe anſwered plainely,and faid, 7 flie from: the fait 
Gco.16.8, of my Miſtreſſe Sarahoſherold truth withoutlying,and thatisagood thing 
and commendablero ſpeake truththough it be to ones owne ſhame, but] 
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to haverold ale roan Angell might have procured her great reprooe, 
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and herein you may ſee that Hagar exceeded her Miſtrefle,for when 'the 


this caſeto followthe maide then the Miſtreſſe, 


J 


Anoell charged $474 with laughing, ſheedenicd it, but Hager bei 
ned confeſſeth the truth without lying. We fhall bane 


Another good thing in her was that when ſhee was commanded 
by the Angell of Godto goe and humble her ſelfe to her Miſtreſle, 
hee did ſo. Here all you infertours muſt learne of her; nay rather of 


[Joc uſe perhaps alittle roo much rigour towards you, yet you muſt 
{bmir and humble your ſelves, acknowledge your owne faultinefle, 
and patiently ſtoope to their words of reproofe, yea or blowes of 
correction. This fubmiſſion is the beſt way to pacifie wrath, and 
toſettle peace. Afterwards, we reade of no falling out betwixt Hagar 
and Sarah. Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoope and bee 
ſubmiſſive, that will ſhew humility and winne favour with God and 


| man. 


| Further, it was well done of Hagar and is ſome good proofe of her 


\picty, that ſhee conſidered of this viſion, Gen.16.13. and called the | 


| 


| 


'name of God, thou God ſeeft mee, confeſling that now ſhee took no- 
'tice of Gods ſecing and obſerving her waies, and that ſhee ſaid 
moreover, have 1 alſo here looked after him that ſeeth mee ? as if ſhee 


ſhould ſay, DoelT live after the Lord hath come thus to takenotice of 


mee, and to reproove mee and fend mee home againe, and ſo the 
name was called it may be by CAbraham, to whom when ſheeretur- 
ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of bim that lived, and him that ſaw, 
becauſe the Angell looked upon her and ſhee lived, or becauſe the 
living God pleaſed to ſee her and looke upon her. Shee was thank- 
fall ro God for his goodneſſe in looking mercitfully upon her and brin. 
ging herhome againe to Abrahams family. We muſt be thankfull if 
the Lord daigne ustharfavour to meete us in our wandrings, and turne 
us backe againefrom them. 


Abraham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtemper, when hee 
ſent her away and her ſonne in ſuch poore faſhion, patient bearing of 
ſuch hard and ſevere ufage was no little proofe of goodnefſe. And 
when her ſonne was like to die forthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe patient, 


for ſhee went agood way off, becauſe ſhe would not ſee him die, and 
there ſhee ſate and wept, ſhee might have done better to have prayed 


_ [with her weeping, bur to fir and mourne, not to hang her noſe over 


him weeping and roaring was ſome figne of paricnt diſcretion,ſhewing 
her loveto him. ; 
And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, to provide him a 


| convenient wife,for ſo it is ſaid,Gen,21.21.this is a duty of Parents to 


make fit proviſion forthe timely beſtowing of their children in mar- 
riage, whereof to be negligent is apart of one that regardeth not 


Pr CEE 


to keepe his childe in good order, and to make too much haſte is 


the Angell which taught her what you ſhould doe, if you have by | 
frowardneſſe or ill carriage provoked your Governours,ſo that they | 


Further, itwas agood thing in Hazur that ſhee yeelded her ſelfeto| 


rol 


| 


| _"__ 


| 


3.Shee ſubmit 
| ted her ſelfe tc 
| her Miſtrefſe ai 
the Angels 
commandes 
ment, 


4. Shee was 
thankfull ro 
God for his 
prnenees in 
inging her 
home to Abra- 
hams family. | 


5.Shee was pa 
tient. 


6, Shee was 
carefull to 

provide her 
ſonne a con» 
yenient wife, 


| 
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The Example of Cu a ra,&c, 
| to. make them haſtento- miſery, So. Hager Was. a good ſcryant and 
| a gaod; wile Mother, and agood woman, her carriageexceptin a few 
things-was good. _ 
| Hagars faults] See herfaults now.” Firſt, ſhee grew proud, becauſe ſhee was with 
Prom 8. | childe. by Abraham and deſpiſed her Miſtreſſe. The Maidens of 
[35005 Leah and Rachel may ſhame Hagar in this, for neicher of them is 
accuſed. for any ſuch miſdemeanour. Take' heede yee fervanty, 
that you grow not inſolent and contemptuous againſt your gover. 
nours, you ſce how-much it diſtempered Sarah, and it is agricvoys 
ſinne to put your rulers into paſſion by your ill carriage. When the 
Angell met Hagar he commands hertogoc and humble her {elfetg 
her Miſtreſſe. It is apparant therefore her carriage to. her was amiſle, 
There be ſome ſervants that having beene over-familiar with the 
Maſter, take occaſion ſoone to fleight their Miſtrefle. So they add 
 finne toſinne and are found double offenders; If any of you haye 
offended in contempt,much more inf{o ill grounded a contempt,do that 
which the Angell bad Hazar, humble your ſelves betore God,ifnot to 
your Miſtreſſes. Follow what was good in Hagar not what was bad. 

a, Sheeranne | Another faultof hers was, that ſhe ran away from. her Miſtreſſe, 
ag ont which the Angell alſo ſhewes to. have beene finfull by ſcndiog her 
| | backe againe. Let not the Divell make any of you play the fugi- 
tive by running away from your governours, it they be ſomewhat 
| ſharpe to you, rather ſtrive to paciftie them by ſubmiſhon, then. to 
caſt off the yoke by betaking your ſelves to your heeles. Theſe de} 
her onely faults, for Iam loath to charge her with having an hand in 
Tſim mocking, of Iſaac, for Iſhmael was then upon the poine of 
ixteene yeares old, for Abraham was cighty {ixe when Iſhmael was 
borne, and 100 when 1/aac was borne, and Tſaac ſucked ſome while, 
like enough above a ycare, and ſo 7ſhmael mull be neere about fix- 
| teene, that ſhee may thinke he was ſo ſenſible of being _AHbrahams 
| heire asto laugh ar the ſtirre made about the young childe, as if by | 
| | his comming 1intothe world he ſhould be diſ-inherited. 

Her benefits, } Now ſecher crofſes and comforts; Firſt, ſhee was ſo happy as to 
120-501 | be a ſervant in Abrahams houſe and ſoa member of thetrue Church 
ſervants, =|Within the Covenant of grace, by vertue of herbeing a member of 
that domeſticall Church. It is a very good benefit, when the Lord 
| vouchſafethtoplace a ſervant in agood tamily under good and Chri- 
| [tian Governours, which will affoord rhem all good uſage for their 
| 


bodies, and: all needfull helpes alſo for the ſalvation of their foulcs, 
They may enjoy as much comfort inthis as in any one thing that can 
befall them inreſpec of their habitation and dwelling, to have good 
Governoursin a good houſe, For in being under the roofe: and cuſto- 
dy. ofagodly man, they be under the cuſtody of God himſelfe, and 
gwardot holy Angels. | 
| Wherefore, let all: thoſe that haye children and muſt diſpoſe of 
them:tobe ſervants, be principally carefull of this matter, Let your 
care be to provide fot yours Maſters; not alone of good eſtate _ 
| whom 


— 
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whomt may live comfonably for their bodies, having good at- 


may be helped to knowledge, faith, - obedience, graces of all ſorts, 
and to life eternall hereafter. Seeing your children be made. after 
Gods image, have a ſoule as well as a body, and have.neede as much 
of things profitable for the ſoule, fincethar isthe farre better part,and 
if that be well, the good eſtate thereof will cafily countervaile and 
make amends for the cvills which the body ſuffered, bur if ir be in 
bad eſtate,all the bodily benefits will nothing at all advantage it : 
therefore I require you inthe firit place to reſpect this moſt neceſſary 


tire, good farc, good dict and the like, bur by whoſe meanes they | 


thing in placing out yourchildren, 
And all you ſervants that have bcene directed either by Gods pro- 
vidence, or by the carefull indeavours of your good friends unto fuch 
houſcholds wherein you have all good uſage for your outward man, 
and over and above the comfortable helpes ot domeſticall duties to 
bring you unto goodneſle, take norice of this mercy. and thanke God 
for it, and take heede that you grow not weary of thoſe holy duties, 
and ſhew not your ſelves ſo prophane, as to. be troubled ar that 
which ſhould be your greateſt content, Yea I pray you ſo many as 
live ingood families, ſtrive ſo to conforme your ſelves to the aq 
nefle of the houſchold,as that you may have goodneſle by the meanes 
of goodneſle there uſed, for otherwiſe that which ſhould have pro- 
cured life to you ſhall ſerye to make your deftruftion more terrible. 
Learneto pray, learne to heare Gods Word, learne to be good by the 
_—_ and examples of your Governours, elſe as our Saviour tel- 
eth, that is ſhall be eaſier with the Sodomites, then the Capernaites at 
the day of judgement, fo ſhall it be for the ſervants of profaneſt 
253 then for you that ſerve good and holy Mafters and Mi- 
reſles. 
| Secondly, Hagar had the favour of her Miſtreffe very much,clſeyou 
{may aſſure your ſelves that ſhee would never have made her a Concu- 
bine to her husband,ncither would Abraham: have taken herto be 
| Concubine wife if hee had not thought ſome good of her. This 
therefore was a bencefitto her, that ſhe was well reputed of both by 
Abraham and Sarah, both the Governours of the family were well 
afteRed unto Hagar, and this is agreat comfort unto a ſervant, that 


them and of their ſervices, for by that meanes they be made capable 
of enjoying much comfort intheir lives, and of receiving ſuch curte- 
lies and rewards from their Governours as they be capable of, 
= of eſcaping much hard uſage which elſe they ſhould likely 
cele. 

This ſhould teach all ſervants ro doe their uttermoſt indeavour 
that they may, to winne the love of their Governours by ſubmiſſive- 
nefſe and obedience, performing the commandement of the Apo- 
ſtle who commandeth to doe ſervice with good will, and to pleaſe 
themwell in all things and to ſerve with feare, and todoe the willof 


| 


their Rulers entertaine them with good liking, approoving well of | 


2, Shee had the 
fivour of her 
Maſter and 
Miſtrcſle, 
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God from the heart, remembring thar they ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 
and if God will as he hath promiſed givethem reward of inheritance; 
he will much more cauſe the hearts of their Governours to favour and 
| acceptythem. Thus 7oſeph gat his Maſters good will and was grex 
| in his houſe, this is the right way to procure favour, take this courſe 
and God ſhall be with you, but put away farre from you all croſſing 
and thwarting, and idlenefſe, and eye-ſ{ervice, and anſwering againe, 
and the like evill carriages, which will alienate your Rulers heang' 
from you and make you ſceme hatefull torhem, and if any of you 
doe not finde your Governours good liking, take heed that your own 
naughty behaviour have not beene the cauſe of ir. And if you haveit, 
take heed of abuſing itto wrong both them and your ſelves ; and all 
you Governours, learneto ſhew tavour to your ſervants,unleſſe their fin 
fullneſle hinder it. For the favour of a King ſhall be to a good ſervant, 
ſaith Salomon, and hee that waiteth on his CAaſter ſhall be promoted 
hononr, as he that tenduth afigtree ſhall eate of the fruit of it. | 
Furthermore, Hagar received great mercies from God, for he gaye 
_— her to conceive by CAbrabam, and when ſhe ranaway, metwith her 
rom God. | and: directed her to goe backe againe, which ſhee acknowledged with 
great thankes, for he gaveher alſo a heart to goe backe and ſubmit 
to her Miſtreſſe. This is a great favour of God, if he finde us in our 
' out-ſtrayings,and give us both direion and willto come into theright] 
way againe. Pray to God, that he would thus guide you and not ſuffer 
youto continue and periſh in your out-ſtrayings. | 
4-Shee had Another mercy of God to Hagar was, that ſhee had 1ſhmael, and a 
OE ' promiſe, thar God would be with himand blefle him, and make him 
cerning him, | a great man, and that he made 7/hmael after durtifull to her, for he was 
' guided by her in takinga wife which ſhe had choſen for him. If children 
| havenot grace, yet ifthey proſper inthe world and yeeldthemſelves 
| dutifully to their Parentsto be guided by them,they muſt acknowledge 
itaSagreat favour from Heaven. 
| Againe, it was a ſpeciall goodnefſe of God to her, that when hee 
wandred inthe wilderneſle, and the water was ſpent,and her ſonne wa 
' ready $0 die forthirſt, God pitied both him and her, and ſhewed hera 
( Well whereby ſhee gat water to give him,and promiſed to bleſſe him, 
| and ſo he revived,and lived,and proſpered. All theſefavours Hagar had. 
Her croſſes, | Confider what crofles ſhe felt, for ſome bitter things fhe mer withall: 
1 84d fed ; 3 well as theſe comfortable and pleafing things. Firſt, the hard uſage! 
her hardly. of Sarah was tedious to her, and ſo much the more tedious by how, 
| much ſhe was more guilty of pulling it on her ſelfe by her difobed-; 
| ence,ſtubborneneſſe, rude and contempruous carriage. All you thatbe 
ſervants,if you finde your Governours ſharp and rigorous,confider with 
yourſelves, whether your irreverent and diſobedient behaviour have 
hot provoked them againſt you, and expoſed you to this affliction, 
| and if ſo, humble your ſelves before God firſt, and after to them. 
But if any have cſcaped this croſle, let them bleſſethe name of God | 
[that hath kept them from ſtubborne and undurifull courſes, and pier 
cheir 


| 


ww 
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their governours wiſedome and meckeneſfe not to be ſharpe as ſome 


goVernours be withour juſt cauſe. 

Now another croſſe to Hagar wasthis, thatſhe and her ſonne were 
both ſent out of {1brahams family, in ſuch a poore and iHyprovided 
manner as the ſtory telleth us. This is a miſery very heavy to beare,to 
be caſt out of ones countrey and place of habitation,where they lived 
comfortably, and forced to want all rhoſe benefits being deprived of 
them all atonce. Wherefore take heed leaſt by abuſing theſe kinde of 
benefits, you provoke not the Lord to caſt you out of the Church, or 
out of your houſes and dwellings, but make you a good uſe of ſuch ; 
mercics that they may be continued to you, and'learne, if ſuch a croſle | 
ſhould befall you, yet not to be diſheartned and diſcouraged, butto 


Lord is ready to helpe and ſuccour you, 

The laſt croſleof 77agars was, that ſh: {aw her ſonne 1/hmael ſpent 
with thirſt and ready to die, and ſhe was utterly deftitme of all meanes 
to helpe him,not being able farther ro caſe him or her ſelfe but by ger- 
ting out of fight and hearing, and fitting downe to weepe and mourne. 
This is a Jamentable heart-breaking to a Parent, if they be deſtitute of 
things needfull forthis life, whether by occafionof rravell & wandring | 
out of the way, or of penury and necefſity at home. How moſt heavie a 
hearthath a Father or Mother,if they ſce their children ready to be fa-| 
miſhed throvgh hunger, and have no bread to breake unto them, or are 
almoſt choaked through thirſt,and have no drink to beſtow upon them, 
neither know what to doe for them,-but to conveigh themſelves out of 
fight,and fitting downe roemp!y their griefes inteares. This is a miſe- 
rytharGod ſent upon the Parents of /eruſalem, by reaſon of famine and 
ſcarcity their children ſowned'in the ſtreeres, and no man could ſupply | 
them with bread, Lamezt. 4.4. 

Wee muſt learne to blefle the name of God moſt heartily, that hath 
freed us from this miſcry, and hath nor cauſed us ro behold ſuch a la- 
mentable ſight by one occaftonor other, but hath given us abundance of 
things neceſſary, yea if he have not furniſhed us wirh ggeat ſtore, yerwe 
have ſufficient tokeepour ſelves and ours from Nininiveay with want, 
O that we could be as full of thanks, when we are freed from wants, as 
we have beene of complaints cven for ſmall crofſes. And now uſe 
moderately your abundance, that God may not ſtrip yowof all 
| [and bring youto ſuch extremity, and why ſhould we forteir our ſelves 
and ours to famiſhing? when wee ſee that God is tender to us,and wil- 
ling to fatisfic us with good things. 

And laſtly,let every man prepare for this croſle, think of it,tell him- 
ſelfe, it may befall him,and reſolve if rhe wiſedome of God ſhall bring 


It upon him, that he will labour patiently to undergoe it,not {o as to be 
forrowleſſe,that were no way commendable, bur fo as to be moderate 
In grieving, and to turne his gricfe into ſpirituall griefe, and powre it 
forth beforethe Lord in humble and penitent confeſſions and lamenta- 


mor finne, 
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; Before | 


| 
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2,Shee and her 
ſon were caſt 
out of Abra- 
bams tamuly, 


humble your ſelves before God knowirg that in ſuch extremity the | 


3.Shee ſaw her 
lonne ready to 


die with thirſt; 
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| 
| Before departfrom handling of Hagars Example,I muſt fayſome-| 
thing of Sarah and her,which [knew .nor how ſo fitly to ſpeake of in| 
the life of cither, viz. that theſe two Mothers and the children borne of | 
| them were Allegorics, as S.Paw callsthem, that is, figures of ſome 
| othes thing myſtically ſignified by them. For this we have the authori. | 
| ry of S.Panl, Gal.4.21, In theſe words, Heare you not what the Lay 
(that is,the writings of Moſes commonly called the Law, becauſe the 
Law was the principall part 'thereof ) doth ſay, for it is written that 
Abraham had two ſonnes ,one of the bond-woman another of the ſree-woman, 
and the ſon of the bond: man was boyne after the fleſh_thar is,by a bare nary. ! 
rall power of generation, as any men naturally may beget a child of a 
woman without any power above nature concurring tothe work, but ſhe 
that ws borne of the free-woman was borne by promiſe, that is,not ſo much - 
by any narurall ſtrength of the Parents, as by vertue of Gods promiſe, 
which bound histrurh to ſer his Omnipotency a worke above nature, | 
otherwiſe Abraham that had fo long lived with Sarah in her youth,and' 
could never become a Father by her ſhould much lefle have beene ſo! 
by her, now when her body was quire dried with age, which things 
({aith S.Paul) are an Allegory,according as Frold youbefore, For theſe 
| are Teflaments or Coyenants, the one from Mount Sinai, which came! 
| thence being there publiſhed and promulgated, ir- is the Law, the! 
| Covenant of workes, whereot it is ſaid, The Law came by Moſes, and. 
this is ſaid to gender unto bondage, thatis, to beget and make not fonnes! 
| and daughters of a free and ingenuous ſpirit, loving God, and out of 
love doing him ſervice, and mceercly of his grace, love, free favour and 
/ promiſe expeCting their reward, but bond.flayes which out of a feare 
of puniſhment or hope of reward, doe ſervice and expe the reward 
for the worthineſle ſake of their workes, and this Covenant Hagar, 
' meaning, is ſignified by Hagar, for faith he, this Hagar s Monnt Sina | 
in CArabia, meaning is-ſo by ſignification and repreſentation, and an- 
ſwercthin ſignification and Type to Jeruſalem, which nw i and i in 
bondage, meaning to the Law and to the curſe and 1jgour of it, being! 
' debrors tothe whole Lawro doe it, or ifthey. doe ir not to the curſe; 
'to ſuffer it. But this Teruſalem which & from above, that is, the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, the Church, the number of true belcevers, that doeindeed| 
| ſerioufly imbrace the doRine of the Goſpell, which began by Chriſt! 
ard his Apoſtlesto be preached at Jeruſalem, not hopingto be juſtified | 
and ſaved bythe merir or worth of their owne workes, bur by the free 
' promiſe of God in Chriſt, thoſe are free from the curſe and rigour of 
the Law, and ſhee is the mother of all rue Chriſtians of us all, that! 
is, of my ſelte and all thoſe which with mee looke for righteouſneſſe 
and {alvationalonethrough the merits of Chriſt, atd mercy of Godin 
| Chiift through faith in his name, andafter he ſaith, As then he that was | 
after the fleſh perſecuted him that was after ths Spirit, even ſo (ſaithhc) it 
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| 


Here you havethe full Allegory, two Mothers, a bond-woman and } 
bs free-woman, two manners of begetting, after the fleſh and after the 


Spirit, 


—_—_— 
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Spirit, twokindes of children, bond-men and free-men, and the bond. 
gill perſecuting the free. The Mothers are the two Covenants, that of 
the Low andthatof Grace, The two manners of begetting one of 
the promile, the other by the fleſh, two kindes of children, bond-men 
to good and free-men. The matter is this, Thoſe that bring nothing 
but their owne naturall power tothe Law and fo ſceke by itto be juſt;- 
fied, they are but of a ſlaviſh diſpoſition, and have nothing but the re- 
ward of f{laves, but thoſc that looke to the goodneſle of God inthe 
Covenant of Grace, having the power of Gods Spirit, are made to 
love God as children, and admitted to the inheritance of ſonnes, 

Let ustake heed of being ſonnes of the bond-woman, for many be 
ſuch ſtill. The Papiſts will needs challengeſalvation as due by the me- 
tits oftheir owne workes, and ſoin very deed doe exclude themſelves 
from it by challenging it ona wrong ground. Andthe multitude are in 
this reſpet no whit betterthenthe Papiſts ; for their owne good deeds 
areſtill in their mouthes,as if they would be ſaved by workes,which yet 
cannot ſave them, yea ſomereliques of this ignorant and fooliſh pride 
was found in the Saints, who if they finde not (which they will never 
finde) perfeQtion in themſelves,are ſtill aptto queſtion their efate;as if 
it were their owne goodnefle that ſhould bring them to Heaven, not 
the goodneſle of God in Chriſt, rewarding them freely with thar unde. | 
ſerved crowne, becauſethey are become the children of God by faith 

in Chriſt. Now let us take heed of being the ſonnes of Hager, butlet 
us acknowledge till our owne finfullnefſe and unworthineſle, 
yet ſtill reſt on his mercy in Chriſt,and ftriveto obey 
himin love, as children doe their Father, 


and ſo much for Hagar. 
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SY Ow 1 Abrahaws had a third wife, her name 
$ was Keturah, The Scripture bringerth her in 
as it were a dumbe perſon, tells nothing of 

her parents, life, nor death, but mentioning 

her bare name alone, ſhewes that ſhee was 
Abrahams wife as I conceive, and what chil- 

dren ſhee had by Abraham we are told, Ger. 

» 25.1. her ſonnes were fixe, as you may rcade 

| in that place. Now the Lord ſeemeth to tell 
|usthis little of this woman and her ſonnes, becauſe we ſhould the more 
[aknowledgethe bleſſing of Godupon Abraham in reſtoring him to | 
aſecond youth as itwere, and making him ſo fruitfull as to beget fix 
lonnes in his old-age after Sarahs death, whereas before atan 100 he 
was as good as dcad,according, to S. Pauls phraſe, Rem.q. So Gods 
blefling is ableto make our ſoules fruitfull inall good workes, though 


ot our {elyeg wee be utterly barren and unfruitfull. And thus we have 
done with Abrahams wives. 


Keturah. 


| Now ler us ſpeake ſomething of his contemporaries, beginnii 


| 


-* HENS | P with _ 


_ _— DO IT” GEE va au._. tn tt 4 Ed 


meth. Ma. 


LE 5 


4 


His Vertues. 

| 1. He was out- 
wardly confors 
mable and ©- 
bedicnt to his 
father, 


| with his ſonne Iſhmacl. Iſhmael was ſonne of Abraham and Hizy 


| mael, and will become matter of anguiſh and yexation to their godly 


2, He ſubmit- 
ted himaſclte ro 
his facher to be 
ba:uſhed our 
of kis houſe, 

| 


| 
| 


The Example of © HA y.1G,Gv 
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his maide ſervant, borneunto him at his 86. yeeres, as faith the Holy 
Ghoſt, Gen.16.u1t, He was the ſonne of a godly Father, butwhethg; 
himſelfe were godly or not it is uncertaine. Butin his life we myg 
note, Firft, his Vertues. Secondly, hisFaults. Thirdly,his Benef 
Fourthly, his Crofſes, and then ſhall we come to his death. 

His vertues. Firſt he lived in his farhers houſe in outward confor./ 
mity and obedience, for he ſubmitted to his father ar 7 3.ycares tg 
be circumciſed, Gen.17.25. and fo had the outward ſeale of the cg. 
yenant, but yet he was not the promiſed ſecede, nor had the covenare 
made with him, nor had the Churchand true religion continuing in 
his family. So we muſt learne not to fatisfie our ſclves with being in 
the Church outwardly, but muſt labour to become true membery 
of it, and to enter into the covenant indeed. It will nor profir us tg 
have the Sacraments outwardly adminiſtered to us, ( for he is not 4 
Jew which is one without, neither is that circumciſion which is our- 
ward inthe fleſh) but wee muſt indeavour after the inward circum- 
ciſion, even to get the rightequſnefle which is by faith, that tha 
faith may purifie our hearts, and purge away from us all filthincſle of 
flcſh and ſpirit. And if we make uſe of the outward ſeale, thereby to 
be made to fee and feele our uncircumciſedneſſe of heart, and/ heartily 
acknowledge Gods will and power to make” us partakers of the in. 
ward circumciſion, ſo putting forth our ſclves to, beg for, and labour 
after that inward circumciſion, the Lord will ſurcly beſtow it up- 
ON Us. 

Againe, all children muſt leatne to ſubmit themſelves to their pa- 
rents, at leaſt to an outward performance of ſuch holy duties, as by 
their parents they ſhall be inſtrued in, elſe they are worſe then 7ſþ- 


Wu, 


parents, Would Tſhmael accept circumciſon, and wilt not thouac- 
cept inſtruction, learne the principles of Chriſtian religion, and ſettle 
thy ſelfe to ſome ſhew of goodncfle, then ſhall 1ſhmaels exampleriſe 
up in judgement againſt thee and condemne thee. And parents muſt 
obſerve Gods goodnefſle in their childeren, if they find them cyen 
in ſuch a-degree traQtable and ruly, for this is farre betterthen to be 
wilde and furious, and to caſt of all ſemblance of goodnefle, andy 
ſuch would the beſt mans childeren prove, if the hand of God did 
not reſtraine them, ve 

But another good thing in 1/h»2ael was, that he ſubmitted himſclk 
to his Father to be baniſhed out of his houſe, no queſtion but 4br« 
ham that loved him, would informe him of the neceffiry which lay 
upon'himſelfe ſorto expell his fonne, and would furniſh him withall 
good counſell, who then being ſome 16. yeares old was capable 
g00d advice, and ſo did he without murmuring or wilfull refuſing to 
go'yceld himſelfe to that puniſhment. It is agood thing in childerd 
ro take quictly their parents chaſtiſement, eyen though they ſhould 
be ſomewhat ſevere. Bur to oppoſe them, orto rebell againſt then, 
KS. po 
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| or fall to clamorouſneſle and impatiency is agrear finne, even though | 
the correRtion ſhould be cauſclefle and unjuſt, how much more if they | 
|be righteous and deſerved. Learne of 1ſhmae! this ſubmiſſion, how | 

will you hope that you be Gods childeren , if you do not <quall ſuch | 
2 oneas 1/hmaelin goodnefle? | 

Againe, 1/hmael did another good office in the conclufion of his | 3- Hee ioyned 
Fathers life, for it is noted of him, thar he came to Iſaac avd joyned | ji1f). 7/4 in| 
with him in his Fathers funerall, Ger. 25. 9. by whichit is manifcſt,| nerall, | 
that he bare no grudge againſt his Farher for caſting him our of his 
houſe, but bore that reſpe& towards him which was due to a Father, 
and therefore did him the beſt honour he could at his latter end, yea 
that hee did not harbour in his minde any envious and malicious 
thought againſt 7ſaac, and therefore would come unto him and unite 
his paines to burie his Father. Learne ſo much good of him I pray 
you, as to forget that ſeverity which perhaps Parents may have 
ſhewed to any of you, and not put off the dutifulnefſe of childeren, 
becauſe you have mer with ſomething that fleſh and bloud wauld call 
hard meaſure, The lefle inducement any man hath from a parents 
kindnefle to love and honour him, the more commendable itis if hee 
performe all honour ro him : but he that will be ſo rranſportedwith 
diſcontentment againſt a parent for ſome ſharpeneſle, as evento hate 
and contemne him, moſt of all if his owne folly have inforced: his 
parent to ſuch proceedings, is without all doubta gracclefſeand a wret- 
ched childe. 

I pray you learne allo by 1/hmael, not to ſuffer envy to riſe againſt 
your Bretheren ifin any thing they be preferred before you ro your 
detriment. Loye not them leſle then the name of a Brother or Siſter 
doth require, b=cauſe you may thinke that they have ſtood betwixr 
your parents love and bounty and your ſelves, and ſo as it were 
overſhadowed you, and kept the ſan-ſhinve from you, but behold 
'the hand of God in ſo diſpoſing of things and reſolve to love ſtill as 
W | Bretheren, 

Further 7/hmael did one good a of honour and duty toward his | 4. He wasru. 
WH | mother Hagar. For it is ſaid, Gen.21.21, that his mother tooke him ||*© 2 —_ 
WW | awifc our of the land of Egypt, fo he wasruled by his motherin mar- | age. 

rage, having her liking and conſent, yea giving himſclfe to be gui- 
ded by her, as did alſo 1ſaar to Abraham, and 7acob to Iſaac. It is 
a needefull thing for childeren ta take the conſent and aflent of their 
parents, ( yea if it be bur of che mother, ſuppoſing rhe father to be 
dead or abſent, ) and not ro ruſh into rhis cſtate againſt their willes 
and privity. No comfort can cometo the conſcience in ſuch a match, 

for whoſocyer is joyned togerher otherwiſe then Gods Word | 
alloweth, can have no ground of comfort, as thoſe are that are joy- 
ned without the good will of thoſe whom God hoth made his depu- 
ties in this buſineſſe. The Lord ſaith to Parents, take wives for your | | 
Jounes, anglgive your daughters, plainely putting them into his roome | 
n that behalfe, wheretore having not conſent from them, they live | 
P 2 in 
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| | in an unlawfull matrimony, untill ſuch time as by humble repentance | 
| before God and ſubmiſſive intreatics to their parents, they have at. ! 
tained that good leave of their parents, which they ought to haye 
| gotten before, If therefore any amongſt you have fooffended, they 
' muſt ſee the fault, and be humbled and ſecke pardon. Mot times 
| the Lord doth ſenſibly croſle ſuch matches, make uſe of thoſe croſles 
to increaſe your godly ſorrow forſinne. And let thoſe children that: 
are yet unmarried, take heed of intangling their affeftions' without 
the privity of Parents, or of ſecking to draw the affe@ions of onea. | 
nother, untill ſuch conſent have gone before, for feare they makethis 
duty very difficult unto them, or thruſt themſelves out of the. way of: 
duty and obedience, by their headiirong paſhons. So much of 7ſhmaels 
good deeds, now of his bad. | 
His faults. Firſt, at ſome 15. or 16. yeares he mocked Tſaac, this mocking 
| 3 He mockee| .,2s a degree of perſecution and a fault in him. I cannot conceive 
| his brother. 

| that he did it out of any diſlike of 7ſaacs piery, who being but anew 
| weaned childe could not diſcover any picty unto him, ar leaſt any 
ſuch a& of piety as ſhould ſtirre up diſdaine and derifion, but ſeeing 
ſucha greatgladneſſe and a merry feaſt at the weaning of 1/aac,he made 
a ſport of him, as it were diſdaining that 7ſaac ſhould ſeemetothruſt | 
| him our of the inheritance. Now it is agreat finne to mocke any one! 
out of envy and ſcorne that they ſhould be preferred before them, 
| Mocking ſhewes a great deale of pride in him that uſcth it, nothing 
| but overvaluing of our ſelves makes us undervalew others, Mocking 
[1s atedious thing to ſuffer, the good eſteeme wee have of our ſclves; 
' and thoſe that are necre unto us, makes the contrary carriage of others 
; unſufferable, therefore is mocking a great offence. Take heed 1 
| pray you of ufing it toward your bretheren or neighbours; Ir is an at 
'thar rendeth ſtrongly to provoke, and we muſt not provoke one ano- 
ther : Itis then moſt loathſome when it comes from envy and malice, 
| make not a maygame art your bretheren, floute them nor, breake not 
Epheſ.5.4. \jeſts upon them ; this jeſting is that which S.Paul forbids, eſpecially 
Jaugh not at their miſeries and at their finnes, but moſt of all mocke 
not atthem for well doing. Mockiag is any carriage by which a man 
; exprefleth his contempt of another, and ſeekesro make himalſo con- 
temptible and deſpicable unto others. Hethat can ſcrlighr by aman 
| for goodnefle ſake which ſhould procure honour, how blind a minde, 
how perverſe a judgement hath he. Be penitent if your folly have 
| carried you to ſuch a finne, and now bridle your ſelves from ſuchill 
carriage, hath not God ſhewed his diſlike os it ſufficiently, by punt 

thing it in 7ſh-zael with baniſhment out of Abrahams houſe ? 
|. wa:wit. Another fault of Iſhmael, is that which was foretold of him, that 
| man, ' he was a wilde man, a kind of Afe-colt, that would not be ſubjeat 
| to. any almoſt, nor ruled by any. This is a grievous fault indeed, 
| when he thathath the face, ſhape and faculties ofa man, and ſhould 
| have wiſedometo fabmirt himſclfe to ſuchas have authority over him, 
| will yet know no governour, ſubmit ro no authority, be kept within 
| DO 
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no.boundes, bur leape over hedge and ditch as it were, and runne 
about after his owne tancy, and live as he liſts himſelfe, that is to ſay; 
will evertake upon him the qualities of a wild Aﬀe-colt ro man-ward, 
will never carry himſclfe as a ſheepe durifully ro God-ward. Be- | 
'ware of being ſuch wild fellowes that now follow their owne hu- 
mours, and care not what trickes they play, not heeding any admo- 
nitiori or any reaſon. , If any of you have ſhewed your ſclves ſuch 
formerly, bewaile it before God, pray him to pardon you, pray him 
toturne you by ſhewing you your finnes, and miſerable eſtate by na- 
ture, and pray him to make you at length to learneto take rhe yoake 
of obedience, and caſt of all wilde courſes, live like men not like 
wilde Aſſes. The wilde Aﬀe runnes up and downe inthe wilderneſſe, 
and will not be led nor driven, but will be where her fancy carryes | 
her. Benot you ſuch, but ler the-direRions and admonitions of your 
parents and governours, like bounds keepe you within compaſle, 
He that will live wildly ſhall ſurely procure a world of miſcriesto 
himſelfe at laſt '* hardſhip ſhall rame him whom nothing elſe will 
tame, orclſe at the end of his wilderace, he ſhall {take himſelfe asir 
were, upon the vengeance of Godand eternall death, | 

Yet another fault, Every mans hand was azainſt him, and his againſt | 3» Hee was a 
every man. The meaning is, he was a quarrelſome fellow, ſtill braw- | ge 
ling and falling our, one that would cafily take and give matter of | Gea+16. 12. 
ſtrife and debate ; apt to fpeake and doe that which would givedi- | 
ſaſteto others, and apt to diſtaſte the things that others ſaid and did 
tohim, ſo as to make it the matter of a fray orgrudge, or both. This 
is the fault that is deſcribed intheſe words; Now a ſore finne itis that 
makes a man troubleſome to himſclte and all his neighbours, and 
cauſcrh his life to belikethe life of a Cocke ofthe game, thar is till; 
bloudy with the bloud of others and himſelte. I pray youexamine 
your ſelves whether you be not ſuch froward contentious men, til] 
in ſuite, in conteſtation, in oppoſition with ſome or other, that will 
take no ſhew of wrong, but will doe enough, that cannot long keepe | - 
out of ſome brabling matter. It it be a legall kind of quarrelling, it is 
a ligne of much folly, much pride, or both, much more if it be a 
kindof martiall quarrelling that tends to ſtroakes and bloudſhed. Re- 
pent, repent of this evill humour, and feeke to God to: give you 
meeke and quict ſpirit, able to beare and forbeare, able to ſhew kind- 
nefle and to paſſe by unkindneſle, for ſurely it is a kind of diabolicall 
life tolive ſo unquictly, and it will cauſe Gods hand tobe ſtretched 
out againſt him, whoſc hand is againſtevery body. And theſe are 1/h- 
maels faults... 

Now his benefits are, Firſt, deliverance from two' great dangers, | is renevts, 
one before, hee was borne, when his mother was taking a courſeto | 1- Dehveranee 
undoe both her ſelfe and him, God was ſo favourable to both, asto ——__ 
meete her in the way and turne her backe from her wandering, that | © 
Surning home againe, 1ſhmeel might be borne in Abrahams houſe, 
and by him brought up in all good order till his 17. ycere orthere- 
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'& abours. A great benefit it was and the foundation''of his future 
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worldly greatneſſe, This mercy- muſt be confeſſed; -if God haye 
prevented danger from us whileſt we were in our mothers wombes, 
andit were fit that Parents ſhould acquaint their children with ſach 
mercies, thar they might learne to inlarge their thankeſgiving by 
mentioning of themalſo, We cannot ſhew' our ſelves too cxatt and 
| | diligentinreckoning with God for his benefits. | 
2.Goo prov'- |, Secondly, God himfſelfe vouchſafed to meete him againe when 
him when hee he was baniſhed, and to provide water for him and refreſh him 
hay np r" when he was now ready to die for thirſt. How great was Gods care 
ac tort | of him? that ſent an Angell to open his Mothers eyes and cauſe her 
toſee a Well neere hand, which cither griefe of minde or weakeriefſe 
of fight thorough faintneſle had diſabled* her from ſeeing, or clfe 
; made a Well for the purpoſe and then (hewedit her. Hathrort God 
ſuccoured ſome of us in'dangers altmioſt as great ? by ſenging us or 


i 
(| 


O . - 
ſhewing us ſome preſent. meanes of- helpe, which it was nvr- potſible| 


for any wit of ours toprovide. Let hot ſuch abenefir be forgotten, 
and let us learne to truſt upon him ever after, and not to bt C2: kingly 
troubled with caſting dangers before hand and diſquieting or: {clves| 
with fearcs, becauſe weſce no way out, God will have a Well in 
ſtore and ſhew it usat the exigent, 
3.God himſelf Againe, it was a great mercy of God, that himſelfe youchſafed tg 
gave him his | vive him a name and ſo ſweet anamezas that of Tſhmarl, which fignifi- 
SE eth, God will heare, and may'feeme to-point out rhe deliverance whete. 
Gen,2.17, | of Ifſpake laſt, for then ir is ſaid, T have heard the cry of the lad, © 
that we could labour to be 7/ſhmaels in this ſence, ſuch 2s have intereſt 
unto this mercy of being heard of God. Such we ſhall be if we de- 
| part from iniquity and ftndy te pleaſe God, for if ary man doc the 
Joh-9.3% | will of God ln will God heave. 
4.He proſpered. - Laſtly, God blefſed 1ſhmaet in outward things, and made him to 
much. te | proſper ſo much inthe world that he became agrear man, and had 
i rwelve Princes iſſuing from his loynes and after a great nation. Why 
| ſhould the Saints doubt of things needfull £ ſecing even thoſe of 
whom we are not ſure that they were Saints, enjoyed fo great abun- 
dance, or why ſhould any man boaſt himſelfe of theſe things which 
an 1/hmael may have as well as an 7faac. And why ſhould hot we be 
incouraged to ſerve Godin uprightnefſe 2 who- vouchſafeth fo libe- 
rally to reward his ſervants, as to bleſſe their children {6 much far; 
their ſakes. And ſo much forthe life of 7/hmael. 4; = 
His death, Now for his death, whichis ſerdowne, Ger.25.17. Theſe are tht© 
yeeres of the life of Iſhmael 137 yeeres, and then hee gave up the ghoſt, 
| aud died, and was gathered to his ' people. Helived ten: yeeres more hen 
| Sarah, for ſhelived 127 and he an1 $7 andthisisto be nbred of him, 
| thar the yeeres of his life are reckoned, which is not done toany 
| See Ainſworth wicked man' in Scripture againe, 'whereby ſome probability is give 
0a Gen. 25.17 that he was.'a good man, ſeeing it is-alſo ſaid, that "He wi gathered | 
| to-his people, -a phraſe noruſed of any but good men, ſignifying wy 
| c 
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| he wenitamong the Congregation of the good men which went before 

lhim,- Burt howſocver, we muſt leatne 'by his death'ra- prepare for 
ours, that 'we may be gathered unto our people. If we live as Gods | 
|pcople, we ſhall die-ns Gods people, and be gathered amongſt them, | 
[2nd ſhall be raiſed up alſo with them at the reſurreRion of the juſt. Bur if | 
we live with the wicked, we ſhall die with the wicked, and be gathe- 
red together with them to ſhame and torment at the laſt. And ſo much 
| of 1ſbmael. Abrabams ſorme by Hagar. 
Now of othersthar lived at the ſame time, Eliezer of Damaſcus Eliezer. 

Ithe S1eward of his houſe, into whoſe hands hee committed all thar | 

he had, ſoit is told us, Ger.15.2. and 25.2. Hee was his eldeſt | The Scripture 
ſervant, and ruled over all that he had, of his-Birth and Death we | farth nothing 
readenothing in Scripture, but of his Life ſome paſfages are related; plohagks T 
1, His verrues and good deeds, for of his bad deeds-no mention is | his taules, 
made, not that he was altogether free from finne, for if Hbrabam | 

and Sarah were in; ſome things found faulty, it cannot be thought 

that this man a ſervant of theirs was faultleflc, but becauſe the Lord* 

did not write an entire {tory of his life, but would fer him before. 

the eyes of ſervants as an ex1mple for them to imitate. Now of | 
him therefore wee muſt note his good carriage, his benefits and | 
his croſſes. 

Firſt for his good deeds, when Abraham called him and would 
have him put his hand under his thigh (a geſture uſed ro the. godly | 
Patriarkes by ſuch as bound themſelves to them by an oath, perhaps 
to ſfignific rheir ſubjefion to them, and faith in the promiſed ſecd 
which wasto come out of their loynes) he would not haſtily and hand- 
over-head take that oath which was miniſtred unto - him, but | 
with due caution and warinefſe, that he mightnot thruſt himſclfe into | 
the danger of forſwearing himſelfe by raſhnefſe,, bur might have a 
| quict conſcience by ſeeing clearely how farre his oath bound him 
and to what, that ſo he might know himſclfe able to performe his 
oath and might accordingly fulfill it. 
|  Inhim therefore welearne to. be warie in ſwearing and to ſweare 
In judgement, that is, adviſcdly and with good confideration,infor- 
ming our ſelves fully of the yon too0zthar it might not be. 
[ether impoſſible or unlawful to the intangling 'of our ſoules in the 
;perill of falling into that hainous offence of perjury. No man muſt | yis vertues, 
[proceede toan oath haſtily and inconfiderately, but muſt ponder upon | 1-H procee- 
'thething ſworne too,that he may have a full +eſolution ro, accompliſh | 5*4,02""y © 
the-fame, Looke to your ſelves that you ſhew the like religions re- | 
(ſpeR to the great name of God. An oath isaftrong bond in which | 
[2man laies: his ſoule as it were in pawne to God, ſo that the breach 
of his oath is.a forfeiture of! his pretious ſoule to the hands of Gods | 
Judgement, ſo great abond muſt not be taken upon us without great | 
cautelouſneſſe. They therefore thathave ſworneon a ſuddaine,nor de- 
liberating ſeriouſly of it, muſt know that they have cven offered con- | 
oowpe to God, becauſethough perhaps the thing was juſt and Fs 
Bt POR OC ee _ble, 
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| ble,, yet it wasſo by chance alone and as ir fell out, and if it had becne 

otherwiſe, yetthey would havetaken ir ſo that no thankes was dye tg 
any religious care of theirs if it were otherwiſe. Repent -thereforg 
of your haſtineſſe and heedeleſneſſe in ſwearing, this is to ſhew 
your ſelves ſuch as doe not feare an oath, and ſo doe not ducly re. 
verence and honour the great Majeſty of God, whoſe -name ig 
{wearing you invocare againſt your ſelves. 

Therefore alſo thoſe that miniſter an oath muſt not be diſpleaſcd at 
ſuch cautcelouſneſſe, but muſt readily ſatisfie the doubts and ſcruples 
of thoſe that ſweare, that withgood conſcience and a,quiet minde 
they may take it upon them, for ſeeing they be careful} before th 
ſweare to underſtand what they ſweare unto, itgiveth good hope that 
after they have ſworne they will be as carctull that they keepe it, and 
ſo their oath ſhall be to ſome purpoſe, which ſhould very much con. 
rent and ſatisfie him that gives them the oath. But hethat will ſpeedily 
and without confidering take an oath, will alſo be as ready to breake 
1t, alledging his former ignorance or miſtaking, as an excuſe of his 
wy fulfilling it. Hitherto of his devotion to God in reſpeR of his wa- 
ry entring into an oath. 

2. Carried | Now comes to be handled his good carriage towards ©Abrahamin 
vimlcite well |rhe buſineſſe by oath comminred untohim, Firſt, h* uſed due. ſpeede 
hq os als in fulfilling his oath, for without more then neceſſary deferring hee 
lpeedinper- |[addrefied himſelfe tothe performance of his oath having thoroughly | 
TY "s {underſtoodit, for knowing his Maſters will to bethat he ſhould ferch| 

the woman and not bring Tſaac backe againe thither, and that if they 

would not give him awife for Iſaac without his owne comming, then 

he ſhould be free from the oath, and withall being 1ncouraged by 
The iourney | Abrahams words, that God would ſend his Angell before him and 
w3s about 399: proſper his journey, he made all good ſpeede to take his journey 
abourthat weighty ſervice, and went unto Meſopotamia to diſpatch 

ir, taking to that end ten Camells with all other things neccſſary, 
ſecing all his Maſters eſtate was at his command. | 

Here learne, that when you haye ſworne-you muſt not delay the 
performance of ir, bur ſo ſoone as ſhall be convenient, and as you 
have power, muſt ſetrle to doc the thing ſworne to. All you that 
have ſworne any lawfull and” poſſible thing, looke on Abrahams 

odly ſeryant and be mindfull of your oathes, conſider the great- 
Nefle of -God ro whom you are ticd, and put not off the worke from 
rime to rime, ſcekenotneedleſſe delayes, make hor fearcfull or floath- 
full exguſes, but free your faich and pull your ſelves out of the danger 
of Gods diſpleaſure by a conſcionable fulfilling of your oathes. The 
Phariſces could ſay, thow ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe but fulfill thint 
oathes t0 God, Let us ſhew our ſelves at leaſt as wiſe and conſcionable 
as 2 Phariſec conld tcach us to be. 

But what if we perceive the oath to have beenc of an unlawful | 
thing C 

I, then we muſt repent of our naughtinefſe in taking it, _ 

" y 
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{ forbeare to add a ſecond ſinne in doing that which is unlawful, 
For it is impoſſible that an oath ſhould be of more force to binde a 
man to athing, then Gods Commandement is to reſtraine him from ie. 


Gzxn. Keturab,Iſhmael, Elieer. C ra 2.24,&c. 


Nothing can have more force to binde conſcience then Gods Com- 


 mandement. | 

But what if it proove impoſſible 2 

I anſwer, if that impoſſibility might have beene foreſcene, our 
 raſhneſſe in not foreſecing it muſt be repented of, bur if it could nor | 
have beene foreſcene, we muſt reſt our ſelves ſatisfied in this, that 


our minde was faithfully to have fulfilled it, if God had not caſt in 
our way ſuch an impediment, but no hazard, no coſt, no labour 
muſt ſtand betwixt us and the accompliſhing of our oathes, for Da- 
vid ſaith, that a good man ſweares to bis hind:rance, and yet fulfills, 


'Twere better for a man to be undone in the world or to looſe this 
'naturall life, chen to breake his oath for feare of loffe or death. So | 
much ofthis mans conſcionablenefle in regard of taking and keeping | 


4n oath. 


| 
| Now ſce his vertuous carriage inthe thing, 1. His great diligence 
inthe maine worke, 2. His diſcretion. 3, His piety and rcligiouſ- 
nefle, 
To begin with the laſt, he ſerved his Maſter religiouſly. Firſt, he 
thanked God for his good ſucceſſe. 2. He prayed ro God for good 
liccefle. His prayer 15, Gen.24.12,13,14. Wherein he beſought God 
to cauſe him to meete with a fit wife for 7/aac.We muſt all learne 
| ſpecially ſervants, for of ſuch a one we ſpeake now,to commend our 
[Maſters buſineſſes to God, praying him to proſper us. A good and 
godly ſervant when he imployeth bimſfelte in his Maſters worke, muſt 
ſhew himſelfe tobe Gods ſervantand to have fairch in his providence, 
truſting in his goodneſſe and bleſſing more then in his owneability, In- 
deed {uch a particular begging of ſuch and ſuch occurrents to ſhew 
us Gods minde was peculiar to him, and is not required of us, for hedid 
.itby the peculiar inſpiration of Gods Spirit, bur in generall to beg 
: Gods afſiſtacce that belongs to all good Servants. You that would 
be counted godly ſervants, have you thus ſanRified your indeayours 
byprayer? have you thus called on his name to guide and ſpeed 
;you ? if you have, you have done well, take comfort in ir, it is 
ateſtimony thar you ſerve for conſcience ſake,not as men-pleaſcrs,and 
that you ſerve the Lord in ſerving your Maſters, if you have nor, be 
humbled and lament it, as a matter of prephancſſe and a cauſe of 
many crofles and a meanes to make you proud of your ſelves, if good 
lucceſſe attend you. And now tread hereafter in the ſteps of this god- 
ly Servant. Pray,pray to him for his aſſiſtance and bleſhng upon your 
ſelves, and the workes you take in hand for your Maſters, thatſo it 
| may appeare you doe all in faith and obedience to God. 
Againe,this man finding that God did anſwer his requeſts, bleſſeth 
God, verſe 26,27. Where is his reverent behaviour outwardly, hee” 


bed, and then the matter of his thankes, he ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord, 


LO 


you 


i65 | 


2, He ſerved 
his Maſter re- 
l:gtoutly, 


3.He praiſed 
God for his 
good ſuccefle. | 
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165 Gen. The Example of Cu a y.24,&c, 
you muſt learne with all humble behaviour of body and conſequene. 
{ly ofmind and with all finceriry and heartineſle to praiſc God for 
| your good ſucceſle, and ſoit will appeare that you aſcribe all to God 
and not to your ſclves. If you have beene thus thankfull, it is an ex. 
cellentthing in which you muſt take comfort ; nothing is atruer proofe 
of true goodnefle, then a conſtant care to bleſle and praiſe God for 
his perpetuall goodneſle inproſpering us, it not, lament the want of it 
asa manifeſt proofe of pride and want of faith. | 

And now let usall learne to be pariicularly thankfull ro God for! 
particular benefits, yea cven ſuch outward benefirs, much more for in- 
ward. This is the way to continue, to ſanctifie, and increaſe benefits, 
God loveth thankfullneſfſe as men alſo doe. It we improove his be. 
nefits to ſo good a purpoſe, we ſhall not wantthem in due time, onely 
{ {ce that your thankes be not alone verball. 
a.He wasdiſ- | You have ſecne his piety, now his diſcretion ſhewes it ſelfe firft 
EA in ſetting downe what a woman he would have for 1ſaac, viz.a cour- 
tcous and laborious woman, one that came out to draw water, and 
one that would reſpect a ſtranger, and give him to drinke and his Ca. 
|melsalſo ; truly a woman courteous of diſpofition,and of body ſtrong, 

and healthy, andpaincfull,is a fit woman to make a wite. 
| Againe,he proceeds diſcreetly in his carriage to winne her and her 
Parcnts, he givcs her gifts and rhem alſo, and truly relates the proſpe. 
rous eſtate of his Maſter, all which tend to perſwadethem to yeeld her, 


and her ſelfe to give her ſelfe to Iſaac for a wife. So muſt every ſer-! 
vant uſe diſcretion and prudence in his Maſters affaires, taking the beſt 
courſe he canto make them ſort well inthe end. | 
5.He had Another part of his good behaviour, is care of his Camels, to 


care of his 


—_ which he lookes to give water and provender in duc time. So ſhould 


a good ſcrvant,and every good man in his travels, have aduecareof| 
his beaſts, and looke that they have things fir for them. Yea firſt ſhould | 
hee looke to them unlefſe neceflity compell otherwiſe, and then 
to himſcltc, not liketo them har tie their horſes to the rack-ſtaves,and 
6 Was 4:liven;} fill themſelves with drink or victuals. 
and made haſt Then his laſt good deedis, he makes haſt about his bufineſle, to 
_—_ bu- [tell it andſctir a foot,for he would not eaterill he had done his errand, 
; and then he effects his buſineſle fully, for he roſe up betimes inthe mor- 
ning and would not ſtay one day, but with all ſpecd rcturnes to Jethis 
{Maſter ſee his good ſuccefle. O that you ſervants would all be ſuch 
4-3 ſervants, faithfull, diligent in your Maſters affaires, religious, deyout, 
Epnct.%5s Iprayerfull, thankfull on all occaſions, and carefull of rhe beaſts and: 
other goods committed to your charge,and returne home when your 
|buſineſle is diſpatched. 
| Now faultsin him the Lord ſhewes none as I ſaid before for the 
cauſe rhen mentioned. 
His benefirs, Benefits he had foure very great, 1. That God gave him a godly 
| nou8% | Maſter. 2. That God gave him tavour in his eyes, ſothar hetruſted 
| Matter?” 7 \himwithall he had. 3. That God madc him atruc Chriſtian,for bone 
an 
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and free areall oneto God. And laſtly, that he proſpered him and INDIA 
brought him ſafe and with good ſuccefle to his Maſters houſe. Youthat — We a | 
be ſervants pray for theſe bleſſings. Beſeech God to make you his free 4" Chulban 
men, and it God grant you favour and 'good ſucceſſe inyour journeys, | 15/22P HE} 
learne to be yery thankfull for it. [ OOO 0 

And for his croſle it was this, he was aſervant, to be a bond-man is | His crofle, 
aleflc defireablecondition as Pavl intreatcth, ſaying, if thou mait be fees 3 
| free uſe it rather, butit is an caſte crofle if a man can meete. with ſo | nes 


ary a Maſter and be accepted with him, hence S. Paul ſaith,care not | 


| 
' 


it, you that muſt live by ſervice,grumble notatthis crofſe, For your 
ſervice isnot a bondage for life; but alone as apprentices for a certaine | 
time,or as hired ſervants from yeereto ycere, murmure not atthe | | 
meaneneſle of your cſtare, but frame as this man to be faith- | 
full and godly, and you may live as happily herc, | | 
and getas muchglory in Heaven here- | 
after as your Maſters, | 
(*,*) | 
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THE ELVENTH 
EXAMPLE. 


O Ft 
LOT, his VVite and 
| Daughters. 


—@ Fter the Example of Abraham and his Fami- | Abrahams 

PAS) ly, wee come to thoſe that lived in the ſame | ©onemPe: 

L =? Apgewith him, particular perſons and whole |' 

S As Citics and peoples. Among particular per- 
2 © ſons Iwill begin with LZor, and then ſpeake 

a word of his wite and daughters. 

For himſclfe, when and of what Mother he | ro. 
was borne, it is not recorded, but wee have 
notice of his Father, who was H ran the bro- | 
= of L4braham, who dicd before his Father inthe Countrey of Me- 
opotamia. 

The death of Lot is alſo concealed in Scripture,ſo that we cannorac- | fs death is | 
( quaint you when he ended his daics,nor where. Re 7 Sh a 
But in his life we muſt obſerve what good is found in him and what 

how _d ſecondly, what things he met withall in his life both good 

and bad, - | 

Firſt for his goodneſſe in generall, he hath the teſtimony of the apimg;g 
Holy Ghoſt by the pen of S.Peter, thar he was arighteous man. Ir is | righteous man, 
ſaid there, that God delivered juſt Lot, as alſo, that righteous man awel- 3 PET. 3-0 
ling amone ft thew wexed his righteous ſole, This is proofe enough of 
| his goodneſle, and it was neceflary for the cleering of his name, thar 
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The Example of Cu a ».lp,&c, 


A twofold 


[rightcouſneſſe, that though this title be not beſtowed upon him by the 


the New Teſtament ſhould teſtific of his righteouſneſſe, becauſe the 
narration of his life in the old leaves him in ſuch a caſe as would 
make the Reader afraid, leaſt hee had quite falne away from all 
goodneſſe, but Peters teſtimony is proofe enough, that the commit. 
ting of that great ſinne did not take him of from the number of the 
righteous. 

*No finneis ſo great but repentance wipeth it ſo cleane away,that 
the offender is righteous ' and muſt be ſo cſicemed, notwithſtanding 
the grievouſneſſc of his crime. Now let each of us labour to get true 


undeceivable pen of fome Auther of holy Wrir, yet hee may heare 
itpronounced by our bleſſed Saviour at the laſt day, when ftandin 

on theright hand he may be bleſſed with the bleſſing of the righte. 
ous. And let me be bold to turne my ſpecchunto you thar have beene 
andare the grievouſeſt ſinners ; 1f you lament your unrighteouſneſſe, 


reſt on Chriſts rightcouſnefle, 2nd hereafter ſtudie righteoulneſſe 


[laſt. 
| Thare is a ſceming rightcouſneſle, a meerc Phariſaicall paint, when 


rightcouſneſſe, | 


| which will undoubtedly favethem which can be ſo happie as to get 


in your lives, you ſhall cnjoy the happinefle of righteous men ar 


a man carries himſelfe blameleſly to men.ward,ar leaſt in reſpet of 
thegrofſeraQs of cvill. This will faveno man at the aft, nor com- 
fort him in time of temptation ; there is atrue and reall righteouſneſle, 


it, and of this true ri ſnefle there arc two ſorts, one of the 
Law, it ſtandeth in a perfeR conformity of hearr and life unto the 
exact rule of Gods Law, And if there had brene a Law given which 


Therighteouſ+ 


neſſe of the 
Goſpell is two. 
fold, 


| Law, but now the Scripture hath concluded all under ſinne, that thy 


| pell, for that of the Law is too high for us. 


could have given life, doubtleſſe righteouſueſſe ſhould have beene by tit 


promiſe by the faith of Teſws Chriſt may be given to thems that beleeve: 
So now we muſt havea righteouſnde by promiſe, that is, by the Gol- 


And the righteouſneſle of the Goſpell is twofold, one without w, 
performed by our bleſſed Saviour for us, as a ſurety paies the debr 
forthe debtcrs uſe and benefir, by which we ſtand juſt before God, 
[and haye our ſinnes pardoned and arc accepted to ſalvation. When 
we have ſo ſcene our ownmiſery as to goc quite out of out {elves and 
reſt alone upon Chriſt for all good things according tothe promile. 
Theotheris within us, it is a gift beſtowed upon and wrought nus 
by the Spirit of God, alwaics and inſeparably joyned with the for-| 
mer, by which we are manifeſted to our ſelves and to others to be 
juſt, and it ſtandeth in a crue deſire and indeavour to know ard leave 
every ſinne forbidden by God, and to know and doe all good. 
workes required, ſo that we ſtill continue to humble our ſelves for 
our failings, and toſecke unto God:for pardon and helpe in andby 
Chriſt and his Spirit. Thisrightrouſneſſe of faith which denomt- 
rates him in whom itis righteous, you muſtall ger, clſc you ſhall oc! 


þ 


| 


[va attaine cternall life. It is a thing eppointed of God in ſuch 
| T 7 
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eQion of goodneſſe and wiſdome, thatit cannot be found in any | 

ypocrite ſeeme he never ſo good, and will ſurely be found in any| | 
upright hearted: man behe never ſo weake; never. leave ſtriving till | 
you have. gotten it, and gotten cenaine knowledge that you | 
have It, | | 
' Doſt thou in thy heart ſee and acknowledge thy fſelfe ro be a 
curſed ſinner, by reaſon of thy corrupt nature that is derived tothee 
Icom Adams loynes and thy wicked life, whereby thou thy {clic 
haſt aQtually tranſgreſſed the Law of God? Yes.Doſt thou conteſle 
thy ſelfe altogether unable of thy ſelfe to ſatisfic for or deſerve par- 
don of any of theſe finnes, or to conquer and overcome them in thy | 
ſelfe? Yes. Doſt thou acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt ro be a ſufficient 
and perfe&. Saviour, ready and able to pardon'thee and healethee, | 
and doſt thou eyen labour and defire to reſt upon his merits and his / | 
Spirit for pardon of finne and true holinefle 2 And doſt thou hereup- | 
on put on arcſolution, and proceede in an indeavour to caſt away all 
finne and to worke all righteouſneſſe, fill confeiſing and lamenting | 
thy faults and failings, and renewing thy requeſts for pardon and 
grace and thy purpoſes of amendment? Yes. 1 fay thento thar ſole | 
amongſt you that cantruly make this anſwer to- theſe queſtions, that 
he is a righteous man according tothe language of the Goſpell, nor | 
righteous with Legall righteouſneſſe (for inthat ſencenever was any | 
found ſince our firſk Parents falling from the ſtate of innocency, 
one alone, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt excepted, nor ever ſhall be to 
the laſt day, but righteous with the righteouſneſſe of the Goſpell, 
parfetly juſtified in the ſight of God and ſincerely ſandified-in him- 
ſelfe, yea though any ſuch amongſt you have many and ſtrong cor- | 
ruptions divers times ſtirring in you, and producing evilland wicked | 
ads, yet if he perſiſt in lamenting them and renewing his repen- 
tance, as often as he findeth himſelfe an offender, yetis he a juſt man, 
yait any have runne into moſt foule and grofle finnes more then 
once, yet if he have now caſt away thoſe finnes, and be returned 
againe to his purpoſe and indeavour of godly living, he is arigh- 
tcous man and ſhall be ſaved as was Lor. So much for Lots good- 
nefle in generall, 

Now I will ſpeake of thoſe particular good deeds which hee is/| Lots particulay 
commended forin Scripture. Firſt, he left his owne Countrey and | V7. - 
Fathers hovſe with his Grand-father Terah and his Unkle ©Abra- | owne Coun- 
ham, this was agood deed and commendable. Indeed if hee were hr _ 
then a meere young man, not yet living asthe Maſter of a family of | Tue 
Uimſelfe, bur under the roofe of his. Father, then the commendati- 
| [22 1Snot great, for he might be then driven to it by the authority of 

| bis Grand-father, rather then be lead by any faith in himſelfe. Bur 

| ſuppoſe, hewasrhen of age to make his owne choice of habirati- 

on, and might if ir ſeemed good unto him, haye ſtayed in Aram 

1 [Nabaram as well as his Unkle Nahor did the Father of Rebekah, 

| forin the ycere of the World 2079, Abrabami left his Countrey, | 
| Q 2 and 


| 


ſO 


_ _ 5.0 


2, Hee vas 
troubled at 

the evill con. 
verſation of 
the Sodomites. 
2 Pet.2,s, 


Pſal.119.136, 


| 
pres in the common'polknion: bur if wee have not ſo much 


a fir age at the time of his going out of the Countrey, to. chooſe 


Rr II 


[theſe we ſceke for more then for Gods favour, theſe wee long for 
| more then grace, to getor keepe theſe we leave the waies of God, 


. 
betwixtrhe comming out of cMefoporamia znd rhe conflagration of 
Sodome were but about thirty yeares, but Lot had ar that eimerwg 
marriageable daughters, rherefore it is likely that himſcife wasof 


whether he would have gone or ſtaied. Well, Lot left his Countrey, 
and fo ſhewed himſclfe a Pilgrim and ftranger on carth rogether 
with Abrahon, for though he inherited not Caxaan, yer becauſche 
lefr the falſe gods which were ſerved by his kindred in <Aeſops. 
tamia, to {erye the truce God which _Abrebam went to ferve, it 
_— that hee had faith in that God and was accepred to 

Youmulſt all learne to be readyto foriake falſe gods and cleaveto 
the true, if ever youdeſire to inherit ſalvation. Now the falſe pods 
that we arc indanger to ſerve, arc the World, and thethings of the: 
World, and our ſclves, Pleaſure, profit, credit, cafe,*and the like, 
theſe be your Idols, theſe be the things that men in our times and 
Countrics doe cre as it were ſtumbling blocks uato rhemſclye, 
the belly, the backe, the purſe, the profus and contents of this world, 


we give our affeQions and thoughts moreto thelc then unto God, 
and will not obey his blefſed Commandements farther then theſe 
wicked Idols —__ us leave. Now you can no more ſerve God 


and «2a men and the belly, then you can ſerve God and my. 
A jhieroth, or God by Tuprzer and uno,” The Lord hath imployed 
mee now thirty yearcs or thereabours, to call you from following 
theſe unhappy Idols, at length rid your hands of them and doe 
the ſame thing in cffe, that Lot did when hee left his Countrey 
and came intorhe land of promiſe with Abraham. : 

But another good deed of 'Lats we reade of, and thar is, he vexed 
his righteous ſoule from day to day with the uncleane converſation 
of the Sodopxtes, and it isfaid, he was labouring againſt, for ſo much 
the wordin proper fignification of it dothexprefie. He was burdened 
with it, and even_laboured under it as under a burden, hee was alfo 
upon the rack withit. He grieved ſo for ir, that hee would faine 


have amended it,andnot finding that poſſible it was a torture unto him 
to ſee tgrowing more and more. This is a good thing to grieveat 
the common faults and finnes, 7 beheld the traxfereſſour and was gr 
ved, Pſal.cx9.158. 2nd in another place, Rivers of teares guſh out of 
ine eyes, becanſe men kecpe nat thy Law. 1t wee hatefinne, if wee 
love the glory of God, or the foules of men, we muſt needs be] 
grieved to ſec that done which our ſelves hate, 'and which rendeth 


to Gods diſhonour and the damnation of men. If we grieve for (in 
we ſhall be preſerved from the contagion of it, and keepe our ſelves 


graccas to brwaile ir;-we ſhall-quickly ſhew our ſelves ſo weake 5 
LA to 
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o fallt to the imitating it at leaſt in ſome degrees. Yea the Prophet 


Ezekiel noteth, thatthe mourners were marked out for deliverance, 
as Noah was in the deſtruſtion of Sodome and Gomorrha, 


the finnes of others heavily « doe they pierce your hearts with. ſor- 
Irow ? Are they burdens to you * Ah, how many doerather rejoyce, 
in ſeeing other mens evills in ſecret, and joyne with them intheſame 
| exceſleof riot, are glad to ſce and heare lewdneſle from others, and 
to joyne with them it. What are theſe 2 how farre from deſerving 
tobe called righteous 2 But even of thoſe that be righteous (as wee 
hope there are ſame) fo farre inferiour are they to Lot in goodneſle, 
though having farre better meanes then any Sodome affoorded, they 
ought alſo to be better perſons,that few teares ſerve them, andlirrle 
ſorrow is found in them for the common finnes. The common 
oathes, curſing, Sabbath-breaking which are every where rife, doc 
not grieyethem at all. One little trifling lofſe or croſſe hath made 
[them more take on with ſorrow; then all the diſorders of the Land, 
It is but weake goodnefſle that is not ſenſible of the contrary both in 
it{elfe and others too, and it is but little ſenſible of it thar is bur little 
grieved fort. 

If you ſay,our land is not like Sodowe that wee ſhould live in it ſo 
as Lox did there. 

I anſwer, God bethanked in ſome things it is not, and in publike 
the faults breake not out that there were done openly, but many of the 
ſonnes of Sodome are bare-tac'd amongſt us, and wee looke upon 
them without remorſe, You muſt be ſorry that you have not beenc 
more ſorry for the publike iniquity. Surely if aſcourgecome it ſhall 
[take you away withthe reſt, becauſe you havenor ſhewed your zeale 
of Gods glory and deteſtation of finne in the rebcllions of the 
reſt, 
And now ſet you to it, ſet you to it, itis ſaid, that Zox did pur his 
foule upon the racke, he was an ator in this ſorrow, he put himſelfe 
upon it, I ſay he was cyen willing to excrciſe himſelfe ingrieving 
fortheir naughtinefle, and he ſtrove ro make his ſorrow piercing. O 
you muſt labour to doe this as wellas any other good worke, tochafe 
|andgrudge and be furious againſt ſuch a finner and ſuch afinner, to 
jeſt, ſcoffe, and gird, or raile, and bitterly inveigh againſt ſuch and 
ſuch ſinnes, be ſuch ſtraines and flaſhes of wit and anger, as may be 
foundin men of no true holinefſe, butto get alone andeven ſell over 
himſelfe to ſighing, mourning, and lamentation for the common ſinnes 
| thatare every where runne into, this can hardly be aſcribed to any 
[thing but true picty, .if the finncs be ſuch as doe not in any particular 
[1eſpeR rouch amans ſclfe in way of wrong and injury. Indeed to 
grieve for ſuch finnes of others, may ſeeme in ſome reſpeR as a more 
difficult thing, ſoa more ſure figne of truth then to grieve for ones 
owne finnes, you ſhall ſee men driven to teares for their owne of- 
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Now come let mee enquire of you my Brethren. Doe you take' 


fences in reſpe& of ſhame or loſle, and ſometimes terrour of heart, | 
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but grieving for the common finnes can-hardly proceed from any 
| thing but charity to them as they be men, and hatred againſt ſing, 
(AS it is ſinne. If a meere friend of our owne have offended, wee 
are ſo tender of his reproach, becauſe it is ſomewhat linked with 
our owne, that many men-can blubber for it exceedingly. O le 
us love the Common-wealth ſo well and the ſtate of mankinde, 
fo yeeld ſome of our ſorrow to quicken us in prayer againſt thei 
INNES» 
3. Hee was Andnow athird good deed of Lots is, hee was hoſpitall in that 
In unhoſpitall Citie, you know hee entertained the Angels, Herein 
he. did follow the ſteps of his Unkle Abraham, it is agood thing 
when aman carrics the vertues which hee hath ſeene amongſt his 
friends asit were home with him, or about him whetherſoever hee 
goes, and becomes a practitioner of them in all places. Of Log 
| hoſpitality you may reade,Ger.19.2,3. he intreated the Angels whom 
| he rooke for men to lodge in his houſe, and gave them the bet en- 
rertain&ment he could, yea and hazarded himſelfe to defend them 
from the infotent attempt of the brutiſh Sodomites. This is a worke 
| wotthie to be imitated to be given to hoſpitalicy, forget not to enter. 
taine firangers, uſe boſpitality one to another without grudging. Gaju 
hath this commendation, that he was the Hoſt of the Church, Row, 
16.23. and a Miniſter is expreſſely commanded to be hoſpirall. This 
is a rich mans duty,I meane his that hath ſome indifferent proportion of 
wealth, he that hath but one bed or roome muſt lie abroad him- 
felfe, or fit up all night if he lodge ſtrangers. Bur of thoſe tharhaye 
to ſpare, the Lord requireth a free communicating of whart they 
have to others. May not wee be ſtrangers? may not our children 
and neere friends be ſtrangers 2 will not our hearts tell us 2 that 
it would bee a yery ill part in them that ſhould in ſuch caſe neg- 
le us. 

But I am rocommend unto you a kinde of hoſpitality fomewhat 
of another nature, a ſtranger of any faſhion by meanes of Tanes, 
| which it ſcemes that age did not know, is ablc to be hoſpitall to 
himſelfe with his money, even to buy all things needfull : but alas 
you have 'poore neighbours and kinſmen in the ſame Towne, of 
neere hand inhabiting, O invite themto your houſes, make'them 
checrefull with agood mealenow and then, that bave little provi- 
ded at home. This Hoſpitality hath beene formerly much praQti- 
Chriſtmas, | ſed at this ſeaſon of the yeare, and certaincly it is a fir ſeaſon to] 

praQifſe-it. 1f wee would ſhew our ſelves #lad for our Lordscom- 
ming intothe world, let us refreſh his 'poore members that they 
may rejoyce with us. Some men be 'not rich 'enouph ro invite; 
tmarty 'of their'wealthie neighbonrs, but many beef ſoimuch ability! 
that they may well invite thoſe of lower 'ranke, ro whom their 
owhe ordinary. provifion will 'be betrcr then a banquer to ſome. 
eo perſons. Let £grs ex4mple commend unto yourhis hoſp- 
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. Another good deed we have of Lot, He went out, and carneſtly, | $75 nzeaced. 
getlovingly and gently intreated the Sodomtes to defiſt from their | co denit from 
villanys My Brethren I ptay doe not ſo wickedly, and againe, to theſe | bir villany. 
mey doe nothing, for therefore came they under my yoofe, Gen.19.7,8. 

He would taine have ſtopped theſe miſcreams from their abominable 
attempt; If we ſee men ruſhing into finfull courſes wee ſhall doe a 
200d - office of charity if with all good termes and gentle language 
|we diſſwade them from wickedneſſe. If -wee muſt reproove af- 
ter a finne, ſure wee muſt diſſwade aforehand : Eb diflwaded his 
ſonnes from perſifling in evill , Abigail diſſwaded David 
from murder ; what ſinne wee hinder no: ro our beſt power, 
that we cauſe ro be written in our owne ſcore, and inwrap. our ſelves | 
within the guilt of ir. Who would not intreare his neighbour hard | 
notto drinke a cup of poyſon? If therefore any man have done the 
contrary, | inſtigated others to finne, and egged them forward | 
ratherthen held rhem back, ſurely his offence is great, he hath beene 
not alone a helper but a father of the fault, and unleſle hee repent 
muſt anſwer for it as much as the principall. But though you 
have not forgotten your duty in ſo high a degree as to moove others 
to evill, yer if you have ſo much neglected your duty as to forbeare 
to diſlwade and hinder them, either out of careleſneſſe or feare, you 
xc tobe humbled for ir,as an c<ffe& of want of loveand zeale. And 
now I pray you doethis good office often, 4t you ſec a man going 
about an cvill thing, take up Lots words and ſay, I pray you Bre- | 
thren doe not ſo wickedly, intreate him to forbeare the doing of the 
like for the furure. A loving intreary will ſometirnes proove of 
preat efficacy. Had they beene any bur Sodomites, Lot ſhould nor have 
beeneſo churliſhly rej<Red. 

If you ſay,I thall but looſe my labour. 

I anſwer, Firſt, whatit youdoe? you have loſt many worle labours. 
Secondly,1 ſay who can tell 2 why will you thinke ſo hardly af your 
Brother ? 

Why lI have tried already 2 | 

lanſwer, God may give better ſucceſſe now. Againe Tanſwer, 
though he hearken nor, you ſhall not looſe your labour, for you 
ſhall hew love and obey Gods commandement and receive a re- 
| ward from him. 

Yet another good deed of Lots was that he ſought to. deliver his | 5.He foughet» 
ſonnes in Law, and perſwaded them to get them out of Sadometoo. oeyver his ſons 
| We ſhould labour not alone to get out. of Sedeme our ſelves, but to 
|helpe others out alſo, whether it be out of the ſinnes or out of the 
puniſhment of Sedome. We ſhould deteſt that ſelviſh humour which | 
prevaileth with many, if themſclves eſcape danger, they care not 
what becomes of others. O ſelfe-love is a fruit of brutiſhnefſe, cha- 
ity of aright underſtanding. Live not like beaſts, if they ſce perill 
approaching, they runne away for their owne ſate-guard and nover 
confider of thereſt : let us ſtriveto draw as many as we can outof fin 
and miſery. | Q 4 The 
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| 6 For agood The laſt good thing I will note, though it ſhould have beene 
| while he kept | brgught- in before as being done before, was this, for a good while 
| OI togerher hee kept cloſe ro his Unkle, went with him into Egype; 
am, came with him out of Egypt and dweltncere him, I meane in Canaan; 
It is agood thing to lovethe company of good men, and delight tg 
dwell with or neere them, and happier had, it beene for Lot if hee 
had not ſuffered himſclfe ro be divided from his Unkle. Let me 
learne to count it a great happineſſe to dwell neere to good nceigh- 
bours, and let them take heede that a little rhing doe not ſeparate 
| them from ſuch. And ſo much for Lots goodnefle, 
{ is faults, Now his badneſſe. And I will begin there where he began, firſt 
| wo og {| fo ſhew it, He choſe rather to dwell in a rich fertile place amongſt 
:le place a= | vile finfull men then with ſome carthly inconveniencies with 
-nong untull | 2 godly and faithfull man , fo ſhewing too great a love tg 
at; riches, and too ſmall a love to goodnefle, I beſeech you if any of 
you beſo minded that you will take notice of it as a fault. To be 
ſo much ingaged to earthly things, that for the more eaſie obtaining 
of a large quantity thereof, a man can be content to pitch his Tents 
in Sodome and to dwell there, is too great aproofe of a worldly min- 
ded man. It was the beginning of Lets ruine. In choice of your 
habitation looke chiefely tothe good of the ſoule. If you doe not, 
be aſſured that ſome way or other God will crofſe you as he did Ly, 
We ſhall lefſe beare out thoſerfaults with impunity for' which the 
godly in Scripture have ſmarted before ns, becauſe men did not re- 
ccive warning by the dealing of God with them. The brother is 
whipt more ſeverely that ſecing another brother corrected before 
him was bold yet toruſh intothe ſame faulr. Doe not commit the 
fault that coſt Lot ſo deare aprice. Leave not a good place forthe 
 ſoule to get agreat benefit forthe body ; let not the world ſway you, 
neither wholy nor chiefely in chooſing the place of your habication. 
Lot ſhould have ſaid, Unkle, ſo much content and good doe I re- 
ceive from your good ſelfc unto my ſoule, that I will make an hard 
(hifr afore 1 will leave you, yea I will rather abridge my cartellchen 
looſe your company, or at leaſt, I will be content to take a place 
neere you though it be not ſo fart and fruirfull as ſome other places: 
Doe you, as your owne underſtanding (nowrhar you ſee the whole 


carriage of things) will reach you, that Lot ought to have done. 
And ſo much for this fault. a | 


' 2 He continu-| Now againe, worldlineſſe continued to grow ſtronger in Lot, for 


_ dro dwellin' hee continued to dwell in Sodome, even though they were excec- 
; Sodome among 


«ear Ginners, | W108 great finners. Ir was well done that he grieved for their fines, 
" it would have beene betrer done if he had forſaken the Ciry. He 
might have departed of his owne accord with fatre lefſe loſſe, then 

God forc'r him out ar length, Sure it is a fault, ifa man can poſſibly 
remove, to make his conitant aboad in an extreame wicked place, 
where heinous and foule finnes are uſually and impudently commit 
ted, for if amans ſelfe eſcape the infeRion, yet itis too too probes 
| | that 
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[that his children ſhall be defiled, and catch the finnes of the places 
\sthe daughters of Zee and. molt of his ſervants did, for had they 
'becne righteous they ſhould have cicaped wich him. And moſt 
tienes if any man that hath any the leaft goodndſle, doe ſuffer him- 
{elfe to be ſo neighboured, it is a fruit of ſome carnall paſſion or 
other, in favour of which he hardens himſelfe to endure ſich ami- 
{arable thing, as the continuall hearing and beholding of great 
wickedneſſe. Let us take heed no ſuch thing in inveigle us to pirch 
our Tents inany Sodome;... = : 

But againe, Lot I think, offeaded in going about to match his daugh- 
ters with any of the wicked generation of the Sogomites, What could, 


to two wicked men in that wicked City « Would he be content to 
have his children, his childrens childrens children, and all his po- 
teriry to live inthat little hell, and to be indangered unto the like 
abhominations © Surely the loye of the world prevailed here wirh 
bim more then itought to have. It is a fault too common withus, 
many a Fatheris regardlefle how bad the place and family be into 
which he matcheth his daughter, ſothe ſtare be good, Bethe Towne 
25 bad as Sodome, and the perſon as prophane as thele men, yet a 
good living will make them to plant their children in ſuck agarden, 
25t were, or wilderneſle rather, I cannot conceive but that this is a 
proofe of mans too high eſteeming of outward things, and Ibeſcech 
pou! Fathers learne of Lot, provide better for the placing of your 
ren. 

Acother fault of Lots is, that he did offer his two daughters to 
the Sodomites, ſaying, Doe to them what ſeemeth good in your tyes. 
Out of a dcfire to ſave his gueſts from villany he proſtitutes thoſe 
that ſhould have beene dearer to him then any gueſts: and {o would 
'redeeme the ſtrangers from wrong with the hazard of his childrens 
chaſtity, He is to be ſomewhat excuſed by the preſcnt occafion, in 
that hurrie and diſtemper he had not leaſure to confider well of the 
thing he did, but through haſt was puſhed forward to doe fo great 
an hurt unto the two maides. Hee doth cvill here that good may 
[come of it, a thing that S. Paw! would neverallow, for he ſaith con- 
ccrning it, God forbid. The doing of cvill is ſimply finfull, the ſuffe- 
ring of evill not ſo, wherefore a man ſhould reſolve rather to be a 
patientin the greateſt evill then anagent in the farre lefſer. In doi 
aby evill a man doth diſobey God and tranſgreſſeth his Law,in ſuffe. 
ng thedoth alone receive miſery to himſckte : now the greateſt mi- 
eryis not fo great an evill asthe leaſt finne, It behooverh us to take 
iced that our carvall reaſon doe never ſo over-ſway us, no not on the 
daine, that wee ſhould conſent to a any evill for the procuring 
of any good. And if wee have done otherwiſe, wee are 10 im- 
Pute it to our ſclves as a great weakeneſſe, and {o to confeſſe it and 
bumble our ſelves forit before God. 

Againe, Lot lingred in Sodomee till the Angels taoke him by hs 
an 


he finde none other in all the world to give his children for wives but | 


| 
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hand and ina kind: of gratious violence ſet him in ſafety againſt his 
| will, Willing hee was to eſcape the deſtruction which was now 
falling upon Sedowe, but loath he was to ſave his life at ſo dearc a rar 


as the loofing of all-his ſubſtance. Ir is a ſinne to cleave fo faſt in 
 affeRion to goods, as: not to be willing with the lofſe of all to faye 
our lives. Heloves riches too well that will caſt his life upon Oreat 
danger for the ſaving of them, and not gladly leaye them all tofree 
his life from perdition.Saran could ſay ,Skinne for skinne and all thy 
a man hath will hee give for the redemption of his life. It wee have 
at any time found our heart ſo glewed to wealth, that we have beene 
lingring about it, to the manifeſt indangering of our lives, much 
more our ſoules, we ſhould even heartily condemne our {elves fortoo 
oreat lovers of riches. 
Another finne in Zot, was, that he was too timerous and durſfi 
not commit himſclfe tothe Mountaines (whither yer he was faine 
ar length to flic) for feare leaſt ſome or other miſchiefe might be. 
fall him there, and therefore was he ſo over-importunare for the 
ſparing of that City, becauſe it was little, might he not as well 
have truſted the Angels direQion as his owne conceits, and 
ſought and expected ſafety in the Mountaines, when they com- 
manded him to eſcape thither. Doubtleſle, it is a fault nor to truſt 
God with our welfare, but to caſt in our heads, wha: evill may be- 
fall us there where he doth ſend us for ſafery. Let us nor yeeld to 
our owne fancies, nor- frame perill to make us diſcontent with that 
eſtate to which God doth call us, for we ſhall finde at length, tha 
our owne hopes will deceive us, and we ſhall be never the farthe| 
of from danger, becauſe we followed our owne heads. Let mee on 
#0 Zoar (faith he) and my ſoule ſhall live, bur after, he found that 
his ſoule could not live with comfort there. Live where God would 
have us live, and looke for hisproteQion there where it ſhall pleaſe 
him toappoint usto live. | 
Now I come to his two laſt offences, he ſuffered himſclfe to be 
| 6.ee Wis | made drunken by his daughters two ſeveralltimes, one ſhortly after 
| another, You ſee how agood man may be overtaken with grievous 
finnes, and drawne by thoſe whom he loverh and truſteth to gric 
| vous abhominations. O let us feare our ſclvesand pittie others, and 
take heed wee ſuffer not our neereſt friends ro be aſnare unto us. 
Eſpecially beware of drunkennefle, it is nor alone a great offence it 
ſc}fe, bur laies us open to all other crimes. Make a man drunken, 
and he will cafily be drawne to defloure his owne daughter. Keepe 
your ſelves from exceſſive drinking of wine or ſtrong drink. It is 
raging,itis mocking, it will change-you into very beaſts, and make 
you runne into.ſuch crimes, as ' your ſoules at other times would 
cycn loathto thinke of, Labour to be temperate, or elſe you ca 
hardly be chaſte and modeſt. Deprive not your ſelves of reaſon by 
| pleaſing your palate, expoſe not. your ſelves to the danger of the 
; fauleſt of all finnes, by ſo baſe a pleaſure as ſatisfying the taſt "_ 
| tne 
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the xcliſh of this liquor. And all you Governours and Magiſtrates, 
ſet your ſelves with all diligent ſeverity to prevent and beatc 
downe drunkenneſſe ; if this offence abound, all other evills will 
abound with xt. 

Now wee .come to Lots benefits, Firſt, God drew him out of 
his finncs and gave him repentance, elſe S. Peters words had not 
beene true, that called him a juſt man. O how great a mercy 
of God is this 2 not to call us from the ſtate of corruption at firſt, 


but when wee have almoſt departed backe againe to folly, to 1e- 
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His benefits; 
I, God gaye | 
him repens= 
rance, 


by cauſing us to repent unfainedly. Preſume not on this mercy, 
bur if you have found ir, praiſe God moſt carneſtly for it, and 
let not the greatneſle of finne diſcourage you from returning unto | 
God againe, for ſuch is his grace, that he will readily receive you 
after ſuch wandrings. 

Againe, you ſce that God gave him riches great ſtore, the 
Lord can give the ſame to other of his people with as plentifull 
a hand, but if hee doe not, you fee in Lot what cauſe there is nor 
to murmure ; for riches did undoe Lot almoſt, and therefore was 
God faine to take them all againe, becauſe hee could not ſo uſc 
them as not to ſer his heart too much upon them. If God hath 


you carefull to keepe your hearts from being too much inamoured | 


of them. 

| . Further, Lot obtained a gracious deliverance for himſelfe and 
{his wife and his daughters out of the burning of Sodowe, hee la- 
[mented their finnes and eſcapeth the puniſhment. Learnc the beſt 
[way to ſave your ſelves from common ftroakes, even by be- 
wailing the common finnes, and prooving your ſclvcs tobe righte. 
ous perſons. Yea, God yeelded much to Lots weakeneſle in 
granting him leave to goc to Zoar, and ſaving that City alfo for 
his ſake. Surely God is as ready alſo now to palle by weakencſles, 
and will much more willingly grant the berrer digeſted petitions of 
his ſervants. 

Now Lots miſery, firſt hee was taken Captive and loſt all his 
goods. Secondly, hee loſt his goods againe 1n Sedowe, Thirdly, 
his Wife, Laſtly, hee was plagued with wicked children, thar 
dew him to grievous offences. Prepare to looſe all you have, 
clpecially if you finde your ſoules over-carneſtly addicted to them, 
and cauſe not God to pullthem out of your hands by ſetting your 
hearts upon them. Prepare your hcarts to looſe your yoake-fel- 
|lowes by ſome ſtrange and unexpeRed accidents. Prepare to have 
your children naught and wicked, and take heed that your owne 
folly in chooſing for wealths ſake an cvill place of habitation be 
not an inſtrument of making them ſuch, yea learne to be thank- 
full that God hath yet faved you from ſuch miſcries , and 


call us from our grievous finnes, and heale our wounded ſoules, | 


becne pleaſed to grant you theſe things, let Lots example make | 


2.He and his 
were delivered 
out of the bur= 
ning of KYp 
dome. 


His affli&tions 


were foure, 


make your ſmaller croſſes ſeeme lighter to you then elſc hy | 
Would, 


« 
EY 


(CI0Þ 


won by comparing: them with theſe ſo heavie and burdenſome 
croſles, 

Now what became of Lot after all this , the Scripture doth 
not ſpeake, and therefore here wee leave and will ſpeake two 
words of his Wife alſo : firſt, the benefits ſhee received. Se. 
condly, the finne ſhee committed. Thirdly,the puniſhment thx 
fell upon her. 

RON The benefits ſhee received were two, firſt ſhee was redeemeg 
Her benefits. | from the Captivity of the Kings that had taken her ſelfe, Hug. 
rg -119t-Þ band, Daughter and whole Family priſoners in the Conqueſt of 
« "| Sodome, where they dwelt at thar time, and upon their deliye. 

rance neither ſhee nor her husband had the grace to conſider of ir, 
and to remoove from Sodome and dwell againe in ſome better 
2.Dclivered | place neerer CAbraham. Secondly, ſhee was delivered out of the! 
our ot ve Pr") burning of Some together with her Husband and Daughters , 

: ſaving that ſhee made the benefit unprofitable to her ſclfe by he 
ſinning. 
Her (in, ſhee And her ſinne though it ſeemed little in reſpe&, yet indeed 
looked back to) was very great. The matter was ſmall, the tranſgreſſion was great, 
_— as ingreat poyſon, fullneſſe may be found in a ſmall quantity of 
liquor, even in a drop or lefſe then a drop. Shee was forbidden 
by the Angel that ſent her forth to looke backe to Sodome, and 
yet expreſſely againſt that charge ſhee did looke backe, the cauſ: 
of that prohibition may ſ{eeme to have beene this, the Lord 
knowing her too cager affeion to the goods ſhee left behinde her, 
would have her now caſt off that inordinate paſſion , and accep- 
ting the goodnefle of God in giving her her life for a prey, not 
ſo much as to turne and looke towards Sodome , but truſt God for 
g00ds who had now vonchſafed them life, but ſhee belike thin. 
| king (as many of us would have thought) as good die as be ſen 
away a beggar and deſtiture of all things, could not keepe her 
heart conſtant in taking notice of the great benefit of eſcaping the 
fire, but out of gricfe to leave houſe and all after her, turned 
backe to ſalute them once againe with her eye. This finme 
was compounded of diſobedience ro God ſpeaking in the Ar 


gell, and diſ-eſteeme of the preſent mercy and over-gricving the 
loſle of her wealth. 


Take heed you give not your ſelves leave to commit a thing 
exprefſely forbidden, for uſually much naughtineſſe concurrcth to 
produce ſuch an a&,ſo the Lord that ſearcherh the heart accounteth 
that great,which your blindnefle maketh you to cſtceme nothing, rr] 

ſoto puniſh it many times with ſome heaviepuniſhment. As ir befell 

Her puniſh- } this woman,her puniſhment wasto be turned into a Pillar of ſalt. The 
Je Lord inſtantly ſmote her with death, and raking her ſoule from her 
body Ehangedthe body into a pillar, which whether it be called a 
| Pillar of ſalt, becauſe ir was of that matter, or becauſe of the 
everlaſting continuanceof it, as an everlaſting Coyenant is called 4 


covenant 


The Example of C ua P.19,&c, 
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(Gu. Lot bu Wife and Daughters, Cz a y.19,&c,) 181 | 
covenant of ſalt, I cannot determine, The latter ſeemeth to mce| 
the more probable, howſocver ſhee is ſer forth to us for an exam- | 
le, by which wee may informe our ſelves thus much, that 
when God hath chaſtened us and by our chaſtiſements taken pittic | | 
upon us and granted us-deliverances, and yet wee profit fo little 
by both as to continue faulty in the ſame faults, wee ſhall then 
fnde his hand more heavie upon us by ſome exemplary blow, as 
it is noted by David, that though the Lord brought the people out | ; 
of Egypt, yet hee did after deſtroy them in the wildernefle | 

that did not belceve, Let us feare leaſt the Lord ſet | 

- us up alſo as Monuments of his juſt ſeveriry 
when hee findes us not reformed by 
former goodneſle and 
gentlencſle, 


(*a*) 


— 


Ie 


an Soo ar no OO oo OOO So 


— CO OOO I A AO CO GO AO OG OO oY OT 


_ = z 
m | ©” % 
_ i " 
. 

a £ j ; % 
F 4 " , . S 7 n * 

- - - " . 

. ® i k * . A 
TJUCADECAN ; | 
ww 7p IF. « +*% Ws X , - q 
| Wo => #,* ia > - jf 
\ \ ” " 


\ " | 
| % Y V : | 
%\ * 
x 
pF) JL # 
| - 


2»? 


THE T VVELEFIH 
E X AMPLE. 
p O F 
LOTS Daughters, and 


others of that time. 


EE have finiſhed the things that are recor- 
) ded of Lots ſelfe and his Wife. Next let 
us tell you what is recorded of his two 
Daughrers. Their names, their birth, their 
death the Lord vouchſafteth not to mention, 
and of their life not much is written, and 
that which is tends all to their reproach. 
Firſt, good deeds we have none for which 
| to commend them, or in which to follow 
them, bur bad deeds too many, conſidering how great they 
| were, | 
| Their firſt finne was, that they conſulted together and agreed 
about a moſt abhominable ſinne, nay a paire of grievous crimes at 
once. In which, the firſt-borne did make the motion, and the youn- 
ger gave her conſent. In the conſultation about it, ſee what reaſon 
Induced, and what it is to which they were induced by that reaſon. 
The reaſon is, 1, Their Fathers age, who being now ſhortly to 
leave the world, they would not have his off.ſpring periſhin them- 
I R 2 ſelves. 


—__—... 


Lots daugh< 
ters had no 
yertues,their 
yICcs; 


1. They agreed 
rogether about | 
two grievous 
crimes, 


| Gen,19. 31+ 


— 
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ſelves. 2. The want of other men to company with them, here. 
is nat 4 man in all the earth to come in unto us after the earth, Th 
wauted other husbands to beget children of them in lawtull marr. 
monie z Surely their late abode in Zoar might cauſe them to knoy, 
that the whole world was not deſtroyed, it they meant that there 
| was never another man left with whom they might joyne themſclyes, 
| they did beguile themſelves too too palpably,for onely Sodome and Ge. 

merrha, as, Admah and Zeboim, foure Cities of the plaine were 
conſumed with fire from Heayen, the reft ſtood in their former 
eſtate. Zoar they had ſeene ſtanding and left it with their Father, 
and ſeeing they dwelt upon a Mountaine, they could not but dif. 
cerne other Cities round about, for that Countrey was full of 
Townes and people. It is like therefore,thatthey meant none neere 
unto us, none of our blood and kindred. Burt why ſhould they make 
doubt of marrying any other befides their owne kindred. They 
had beene betrothed to husbands in Sod:yme, might they not as well 
| marrice any other Cananite as a Citizen of Sodome, Ir is apparant 
| that their reaſons were frivolous and vaine, yet upon them the 
build a full reſolution of committing two fearefull offences, for 
they agree together ſaying, Come let us make our Father drinks 
Wine, and then let us lie with him. to. preſerve ſeed of him, They 
would ſeeme each to other to be carried with libidinous fancies as 
if luſt led them, but thar a defire of preſerving ſeed was the motive 
to the villanous deſigne. 

Wee ſee how mans nature is eafily drawne by weake and poorc 
grounds to runne into very loathſome and foule crimes. Better the 
world ſhould have wanted continuance and ended in their perſons, 
then have it ſtored with an inceſtuous off-ſpring. No other mce. 
ting together of man and woman, if it had beene inthe way of M 
| trimony, is fimply and of it ſelfe unlawfull, but onely thar of Pa- 
rents and children, for there was a time when the Brother married 
the ſiſter without faulr, as in the beginning when the world had 
no other perſons in it but brethren and fiſters, bur never at any 
time was it lawfull for the daughters to have the Father or the Mo- 
ther the ſonne. This therefore was the moſt unlawfull mixture in 
the ſame kinde and of different Sexe that poſſibly could be. Ycetup- 
on a ſlender pretext that they knew not how to come by any other 
man, and ſo their Fathers poſterity ſhould periſh, they conſent to 
accompliſh it. Had they notbeenc made more then ordinarily immo- 
deſt with the converſation of impure Sodomites, they would have 
| beene reſtrained with ſhame and bluſhing, from opening any ſuch 
thought each toother, had it beene to have ſolicited another man, 
| much more their Father. But cuſtome of hearing and ſeeing ſhame- 
| full deeds will baniſh ſhame quite away, and make men bold to m# 
 nifeſt their wicked conceits one to another, which elſe modeſty 
would never ſuffer them to fpeake of. 


| Herc indeed the more aged maiden is moſt blame-worthy, forthe 
} 


Spire: 
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Spirit-of God' witneſſeth that ſhee was the firſt moover to this | 
lewdneſſe,bur the younger was greatly to be-blamed alſo, for ſhee 
conſented to ſuch a motion. Let thoſe that be of more age take 
heede of giving wicked counſell to the younger, and let the youn- 
ger take heede of opening their cares to lewde advice. Let us be- 
ware wee ſuffer not our ſelves ro be drawne upon. pretence of 
know not what necefſiry or urgent occaſion, to reſolve on things 
plainely finfull, eſpecially ſuch as are extreamely groffe and unnatu- 
'rall, No neceſſity can excuſe an evill deed, much lefſe when it'is 
none other buta coun'crfeit and falſe appearance of neceſſity. Would 
theſe filters have deferred their deſires a while, they might have 
found their Father at length willing to have left that hole ina Moun- | 
inc, and to have converſed againe amongſt men, - Why had rhey 
not rather perſwaded him to leave that ſolitary kinde of living, | 
and betaken himſelfe to his Unkle Abraham, who was not growne | 
cither ſo niggardly or unkinde, but that he would have welcomed 
them with good cntertainement, Why had they not taken up any 
reſolution, rather then venture on this monſtrous abomination 2 Let 
not the Divell and carnall reafon beſet us ſo farre, as to faine 
tO _——— aneccſſity of evill-doing, and thentogrow bold todoe 
evill. | 
Fit what did they doc now; to'- make thelr-Pather ingeſtis- | 
ous? Surely make him drinke wine not moderately and in due quan- 
tity, for then his wits would have beene his owne ſtill, and his 
danRified conſcience would have armed him ſufficicently againſt all 
their moſt wanton carriages; yea the graviry of his countenance and 
parental authority would have affrighted them from laſcivious-words 
land geſtures, that tended to produce ſuch an effet. They there. 
fore make him ftarke drunke with-wine, making him by lictle 'and 
litletake into him 'ſuch a quantity as would bury his underſtanding, 
conſcience and all, and turne him into a bruit creature, and then 
they doubt not but that rhey may eafily allure him to commit folly 
with them, A fearctull ſinne it is to reſolve before hand upon 
ſuch a wickedneſle as this, and thar alſo as a loade-ftone ro draw 
on another worſe wickednefſe. To make one drunke for any cauſe 
is bad cnough, but to make him drunke of purpoſe to make him 
filthy after,. that is much worſe. Here is a moſt wicked end pro- 
pounded, which would make athing it ſelfe otherwiſe Jawfull ut- 
terly finnefull, if done for ſuch a purpoſe. Here is alſo a meanes, 
utterly wicked, though it had beene uſed for a moſt lawfull end,but 
whenend and meanes are both ſo remarkeably and exorbitantly (infull, 
how great was that finne. Had they began alone to drinke for 
cheerefull refreſhing of themſelves and their old Father, and then 
once Cup drawing on another had at unawares made both them- 
ſelves and their Father drunke, and then unpurpoſedly fallen to 
wanton imbraccs and ſoto inceſt, that had beene finne enough. But 
to take advice upon it, to determine before hand, that is, to con- 
BY : clude 


———— 


OR 


15 bo \Gr;B. No 1? <he Example of C GA P.19,0, 
| clade fully that they would doe ſuch a thing, this ſhewes that t 
hail ſmothered their conſciences, and were indeed void of all oo 
neſle, | o 
Orake heed of giving your ſelves leave deliberately tofintic, take 
| herd of ſering downe a wicked concluſion in your mindes, and ſay. 
ing, come and let us doe this or this that you know is naught. This 
is not to ſlip into the mire but to wallow init, this is a preſumptuoy 
and a wilfull finne. This is to yeeld your ſclves captives to finne 
and to ſhew your ſclves ſervants of ir. And if any one hath in ſuch 
| ſort finned, great repentance is needfull to waſh away ſo great | 
crime, 

Bur if they had agreed in haſt to perpetrate this lewdnefle and ye 
before the time came of acting it, had called to mind the loathſome. 
ncſſe of the ſinne, and repenting of their naughty intention, forbome 
toprocced , the matter would not have beenc ſo fowle, then it migh 
have beene attributed to weakenefle and haſt. Burt they goe on init, 
the elder ſhee firſt begins, and then ſhe renewes the matter to her 
Siſter, who is caſily perſwaded to follow her, and fothey bothicon. 
ſent to doe cvill and performe italſo, This is a great aggravationof 
ſinne, that if one have ſome leiſure berwixt the reſolving. and cxe. 
cuting, yct he hath perſiſted in his wicked reſolution, and wanted 
the grace to charge his mind. Perſiſting in an evill purpoſe, ſhewes 
much blindnefſe of mind and hardnefle of heart, and proves that God 
hath for puniſhment of wilfulneſſe even given one oyerto his own 
hearts luſts. 

But now the elder begins to offend, as it were to imbolden her 
Siſter, as if ſhee ſhould ſay, I will begin if thou wilt come after, 1 
will doe itto night ifthouwilt ſecond mee another night, ſo the ſinnes 
| of purpoſe to give her Siſter a bad example, to animate her to the 
like. Thoſe finnes are very grievous, in which a man ſcekes not alone 
to ſatisfie his owne evill deſires, but alſo to corrupt another, and 
draw him to the like evill. The finne is greater by how much morc 
love of finne is diſcovered, and he loves finne exceeding much, that 
labours to increaſe the number of its ſervants. 

Further, having layne with her Father, ſhee ſpeakes of ir to her 
Siſter, rather in way of boaſting then out of ſhame, and perfwades 
her alſoto doc thelike. It is awickedneſle of an high nature tocom- 
mit great ſinnes, and after be toyched with no remorſe forthem, ye: 
| rather to talke of them with abold face, as ifthey were deedes at leaſt 
not deſerving blame, and when wee have done cvill, to preſſe our 
examples upon othersto imitate. Ir ſeemes the younger Siſter would 
not have followed, but that the elder provoked her the ſecond time. 
Touſe a kind otimportuniiy towards another, and preſſe themagaine 
aad againe to naughtineſle, is aproofe of one {ct upon finne' with a full 
bene of will. "OY 
, Nowthe ſecond Siſter, ſhe followes her Siſters evill deeds,andevill 
/counſcll, and they commit the ſame finne the ſecond time _— 

ame 
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ame wilfulneſſe, for the elder is as guilty of her Siſters inceſt as of: 
her owne. -Men having tranſgreſſed the bounds of modeſty, grow | a jou ve-] 
exrrcamely carcleſſe, and cafily commit the ſecond time what they | wank "1 
haye ventured upon the firſt, It 15 morc difficulty ro forbeare repea- | —_ impa-| 
tingof a finne then committing it, as itis to crive out an enemy then prconng WeE 
to keepe him out, Give finac a ſtrong deniall at firſt, ſo ſhall webe | 

ſooneſt rid of it. 

| Now let us conſider the offences themſelves, for hitherto we have | +,,;. ..... 
looked alone into certaine aggravations of them. Firſt to make aman | Gone, they | 


[ 
make their E1- 


drunke, this is a grievous finne, 2 purpoſcd Jying in waite to over- | mae, 

come another with wine or ſtrong drinke, is a toule fault; it hath its | © — 

|[origioall ever in ſome further evill intention, either to laugh ar the | 

offenders, or otherwiſe to wrong them, as here, and draw them to 

ſome wickeducile or inconvenience, which elſe they would not be 

drawne unto. He feckes miſchicfe to his neighbour, that ſeckes to | 

ſpoile him of his underſtanding, and makes him a bea't, that he may 

draw him to beaſtly deeds. Come now and conſider your ſelves, 

ifnone of you have thus finned againſt your bretheren. He is worſe 

then a drunkard, that 1s a maker of drunkards ; aman may be drunke | 

of mecre weakeneſle, bur it is vwilfulneſſe that cauſeth another to be 

drunken. He loves this finne more, that cauſeth it in another, then | 

hee that commits the ſame himſelfe; If any of you have fo ſinned | 
ginſt his brother, he is a very lewd man, and muſt anſwer for thar | 

finne before God with more ſcverity then the perſon thar hath beene | 

drawne into it by his meanes. Much repentance therefore is required 

of ſuch an offender, 

In keeping himſelfe ſober for an evill end, hee is worſe then if 
himſclfe had beene drunken for company. Theſe two ſiſters did 
keepe themſelves free from exceſle, thar they might better abaſe 
their owne reaſon to worke upon their Fathers unreaſonableneſſe, 
Had they beene all overcome of wine, inceſt had not ſo cafily fol- 
lowed from drunkenneſſe; but now that the man is ſwallowed up of | 
wine, and the wocman not ſo, they prevailed more caſily to make | 
their Father lewd. Tr is a drunken ſobriety that is direed ro un- 
cleancſſe, they would not be drunken becauſe they defired to be fil. 
(thy. Some men boaſt that themlelyes have borne their cups where- 
(with another hath beene overcome, but that ſobernefle makesrthem 
| 


reater offenders, then if they exceeded meaſure in drinking. Wher- 
ore you muſt blame your ſelves with exceeding deteſtation of your | 
elves, if you have abuſed a thing otherwiſe vertuous to make another | 
| [pan more vitious, Thou mad'ſt another to take cup after cup, that 
when he had loſt his wits, and thou kepſt thine, thou mighteſt better 
prevaile to draw him unto further wickedneſſe, thy ſoberneſſe was 
[as bad and much worſe then his drunkennefle. O that you would ſee 
and lament your extreame ungraciouſneſle in this abuſing both wit in 
yourſelves, and want of wit in others. | 
But now Lot is drunken and fitted for any wickedneſle, the two | 
R 4 Siſters 
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[yea ſome thar hath not out of weakenefſe but purpoſely run intg 


| common to both, making their Father drunke, and then going to 
|bedto him, for matter, and for manner purpoſely and without re. 
' morſe and without any ſorrow after, for when they had borne chil. 
dren, they give them ſuch names as prooved that they rather boaſted 
of the crime then bewailed it, Ammon the ſonne of my peopley, 
cAloab of my Father, as if they had rejoyced ar their happineſlein! 
being with childe by their owne Father. Ir is a curſed thing to 
ſinne, more tobe ſo hardned as not to lament it afterwards, molt 
to make a mans ſeltc glad of it. | 
| Their ſpecial] Their ſpeciall finnes are, the elder perſwades to the finne, then! 
pcs, gives a bad example, and after againe incourageth her Siſter, and' 
the younger yeelds and followes. O ſee this naughtineſle and take! 
heede. Hitherto of CAbrahams ſonnes, ſervants, and wives, and 
one of his children and of his Kinſman Lot, his Wite and daughters 
Abrabans cone! Now of ſome others thar lived with him, firſt his contederate 
"*  lcAner, Eſhcol, and Mare, ſecondly, Ephron the Hittite, thirdly, 

| King Pharaoh of Egypt, fourthly, King _Abimelech. Then of the 

; | Kings that did take Lot and fo of the Sodomites, Now for An, 
Their yertues, Eſheol, and cAlamre, they were three Brethren, Hitt+tes., of whole 
birth and death nothing is revealed, but intheir lives two things atc 

«. Theywere | recorded deſerving our obſervation and imitation. Firſt, they wete' 
frxieds ro 4- | friends and confederates with Abraham appeares, Gen.14.13. S& 
Ow condly, they did fairhfully performe the office of friends, and cot- 
| federates, For the firſt, theſe three Brethren were in league witli 
' Abraham, joyned in a Covenant with him for mutuall helpe of 
| each other againſt any that ſhould wrong any of them. Thett 
league ir may ſeeme was offenſive and defenfive. k 
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It is a wiſe and good part to live in friendſhip with godly men {115 * 8994 
2nd to be knit to ſuch in covenants of amity, peace and mutuall- « 29d io the 
helpe, as Hiram King of Tyre was in coycnant with David and with go4ly. 
Salomen his ſonne after him, and ut is recorded to his praiſe that hee | 
was alwaies a lover of David, For by this meanes great benefits are 
brought unto a man. 

Firſt, he ſhall ſee their good converſation and heare their wiſe 
[words, and enjoy their good counſell and their godly prayers and 
ſo be in poſſibiliry to be worine to goodneſle by them, art leaſt to 
2 vertuous and civill converſation through their meanes, for hee that | _ 
walketh with the wiſe ſhall be made wiſe, as he that walketh with iy [27992320 
ners ſhall be made worſe by them. He that commeth where ſweete | 
[ſpices and ointments are ſtirring, doth carry away ſome of their | 
(ſweet {avour even though hee thinke not of ir, ſo ſhall a manre-/ 
ceive ſome ſavour and taſte of goodnefſe from good men, it hee | 
live friendly and familiarly with them. | 

Againe, the Lord had undertaken with Abraham, to be a friend 
'to his friends and an enemie to his enemies, and to bleflſe them 
[that bleſſed him as well as to curſe them thar curſed him. Where- 
fore in entertaining friendſhip with them, a man doth intereſt him- : 
lfe into ſome degree of Gods favour and blcfſing according to | 
that promiſe, for God hath tied himſclfe as well to all Abra- | 
hams ſonnes, even all the faithful), as well as ro himſelfe 3 you ſee 
the profit of ſuch aſſociation with good men. | 

Wherefore they muſt be reprooved that are imbittered againſt 
godly men and are enemies to thoſe that love God, hating men 
even for goodneſſe ſake, and perfecuting them for righteouſneſſe 
ſake, without doubt theſe provoke God to fight againſt them and 
'to become anenemy untothem,joyning in the quarrell of rhe Saints, 
Which indeed for his fake they have taken up againſt them. Ir isan 
&vill thing to be a foe to.thoſe that feare God, and it ſhewes not 
[alone an abſence of goodnefle bur alſo a great ſtrength of wicked- | 
'neſſe, Heis ſurcly carried by Satan at his pleaſure, and a'flavein | 
'agreat degree to the Divell, that cannot endure the image of God 
naman. And yetour Lord tells his ſervants, that they ſhall be hated of 
j men for his names ſake. 

Bur now ler every man learne of theſe three wiſe men ro make 
choice of godly men for friends, tamiliars and allies. If 2' man be 
not himſclfe a worſhipper and ſervant of God, yet let kim at leaſt- 
wiſc like and love thoſe in whom goodnefle ſhineth, The Centu- 
ian Tulius, by being courteous and friendly to Paul who was then his | 4 28: 
priconer gate his life and the life of his ſouldiers for a reward, for 
God gave unto Pay! all the priſoners that were in the ſhip with him. | 
S0 many bleſſings as anaturall man is capable of, he ſhall aſſuredly 
obtaine from God by the prayers of his ſervants, who cannot chooſe 
according to the precept of our Saviour, butpray for their perſecutors, 
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| much more for their friends and favourers. 
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| thoſe vertues which many of the Gentiles have carefully pradti 


| med of it. Should we not bluſh to ſee Heathens exceed us in good 


| filleth the mouthes of all that deale with them with juſt and gric- | 
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Now another good thing in theſe three brethren is this,thar ac. 
cording to their covenant and confederation they did affoord 
helpe ro Abraham and joyned their ſtrength with him , {© 
fight againſt the foure Kings for the recovering of Lot CAbrahany 
Coufin, and performed their part with ſo much courage, that 4, 
| 60m got the victory and wonne his brother and all the ſpoile gf 
Sodom, for which alſo Abraham was carefull that they ſhould haye/ 
a full reward, in taking their part of the boory which himſelfe for. 
bare to take. | | 

This Example muſt be followed of all good men, when they 
have made a covenant, they muſt ſo ſtand unto it, and be ready tg. 
affoord ſuch helpe and performe all fuch offices. as by covenant 
they have obliged themſelves unto ; Covenants and agreements mult 
be duly kept, though the things be ſuch which come to be done 
as require labour, coſt, and hazard : for this is a praGile of that 
exccllent vertue of truth or fidelity, then which nothing is more 
needfull forthe common proſperity of humane ſocieties, tor unleſſe 
\ men may truſt one anothers words, what living can there be rope. 
ther in the world, and withour truftineſſe in thoſe that make promi- 
\ ſes, there is no beleeving their promiſes and ſo the finewes of the 
| world areas it were cut aſundcr or cracked. Therefore in the 15, 
| Palme it is indeed a figne of a godly man, that when hee hath, 
| [worne in covenant or otherwiſe, he will not change though it ſhould 
fall ourto be for his hurt. Faith requires that the thing be done which 
| har beene ſpoken, and how can hee challenge the name of il 
'good man, in whom faithfullneſſe is not found © or hoy 
ſhould it be expected that hee will be fairhfull with God, whom 
__ never {aw that is not faithfull ro his neighbour whom hee ces 
daily. 

Wherefore let every man compare himſelfe with theſe civill 
[righteous men, and ſee whether himſelfe hath carried himſelte as 
honeſtly and juſtly as the very light of nature inſtruted them to 
doe, I meane whether he hath faithfully kept his covenents, for 
how ſhall hce. be able to juſtifie his right and intereſt unto the 
honourable name of a true Chriſtian man, that falleth ſhort of 


{ed. 


And if any mans heart accuſe him of unfaithfullncfſe and {lip- 
 perinefle in this kinde, let him humble himſclfe and be muchaſhi- 


' converſation andrhatour rightcouſneſſe is not greater then tht ofthe 
: Phariſces who did at leaſt equall the Heathen in righteous dealing. 
| Surely they ſhall never be admitted into the Kingdome of Heave, | 
| before whom the Gentiles have gone in good behaviour of lite; yet 
many there be profeiſing to be Chriſtians, whoſe untruſtineſle this way 


| ous complaints. They be. ſopolſeſſed with ſelfc-love, that when) 
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they have made a covenant promiſe or compa, the leaſt diſad- 
yantage will make them uſe the craftinefſe of wit to winde them- 
|{elves out and negle&t their covenants. They khow how to 
tic others hard and leave themſelves loofe, through the looſencſle of 
anevill conſcience, Thele are men that be guilty of negleRing ju- 
tice, judgement, and faithfullneſſe, and ifthey reine never ſo much 
at gnats and ſwallow theſe camells, our- Saviour will be bold to 


oainft them, ſaying, Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, 
Learne now to be very ſorrowfull, if you have carried” your ſelves 
more unrightcouſly in this kinde, then the honeſter ſort of thoſe 
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intitle them, as he doth the Phariſees, and pronounce a woe a- | 


have done who lived out of the confines of the Church, and be 
carcfull to repent by their example, that their goodnefſle may not 
riſe up in judgement againſt you and condemne you. And reſolve 
with your ſclves I pray you, now to preferre your credit 
before any other thing in this earth, and to put your ſelves up- 
on loſle* and hazard, rather then incurre the deſerved reproach 
of men fairhlefle and diſhoneſt. Ir is not wittie tricks and devi- 
ces that will ſave you from reprehenfton before the Lord and 
your owne conſciences and other men, your name ſhall rot and 
ſtinke and become loathſome, if you deale untruſtily, though. you | 
[paint your evill deeds over with never ſo faire and trim excuſes, 
Wit is never more abuſed, then when it is madea patron and a pro- 


this particular, and pur your ſelves in minde of your promiſes and 
covenants tokeepe them, you cannot but know, that this is a duty 
[your conſciences_ require you to doe to others, even as you defire 
'thatthey ſhould deale wich you, and therefore muſt necdes con- 
demne you for ſuch falfitie which your ſclves with open mouth 
are ready to Cry out againſt in others. And ſo much fortheſcthree 
men. 

Now for Ephron the Hittite he is named alone once, Gen.23.10. 
and in his carritge we obſcrve three things deſerving commendati. 
on and fit to be imitated by us. Firſt, he ſalures Abraham with ho- 
nourable and courteous language, ſaying, my Lord heare mee, and 
againe, my Lord heare mee. Secondly, he was liberall and kinde to 
Abraham, and offered freely togive him the Cave in which he defi- 
redto bury Sarah, Thirdly, he was juſt and true in his word, he 
told Abrabam a due and right price, and made him goodand full aſſu- 
ranceof it, when hee reccived the money. The Holy Ghoſt hath 
not tor nothing inſerted theſe ſtories of Scripture, the vertuous de- 
portment even of Heathens courtcfie, bounty, and juſtice be ſweet 


retour for falſehood and evill dealing. Be righteous therefore in | 


Epbron, + 


His vertues. 


1,He courte- 
ouſly (aluteth 
Abrabam. 

2. He was libe- 
rall and kinde 
to Abraham 
3-He was juft 


word, 


vertues, they commend the praQiſer of them to the conſciences of 
men, they adorne him with reall honour, 'and make him to finde 
both love and praiſe from all hearts and mouthes. They be winning 
vertues, and give a man a kinde of command in the hearts of wiſe 
men, eſpecially they become men. of 'good place and ability, for 


| ſuch 
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and true in his: 
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ſuch an one was Ephren,and make him more gratiovs then withoyy 
them the greateſt eſtate could, They are generous ornaments ang 
ſet forth a man more then any gallantnefle of a:tire or houſe-roome, 
I beſeech you fall in love with them, and put them in continual] 
praiſe, deale in courteous faſhion with al!, beready to give free. 
ly and deale juſtly in asking price and making affurances. Why 
ſhould a man yeeld himſelfe ro aſterne and curriſh kinde of ſpeech : 
Why ſhould he be ſowre in his carriage, niggardly and pinchingin 
his converſation, and unjuſt and over-reaching in his bargaines? Nz. 
rure teachethr us that which S. Pat teacherh of wearing long haire, 
1 Cor-11414, | that it 8 a ſhame to him that doth it, and that the contrary is as it is 
"It affirmed, that long haire is to a woman a glory unto her, Doe not that 
which muſt needs be reproachfull, neglet not that which muſt 
heeds be gracefull, Be kinde ore to another, be bountifull, be 
righreous, ſhew thar neither ſelfe-love nor the -Jove of money doth 
poſſeſle you, the former of which cauſcth auſtereneſle of carriage, 
the latter niggardlineſſe and unjuſt dealing. Preſſe your ſelves to 
theſe vertucs and ſay, ſhall not religion make mee more vertuous, 
then Heatheniſme madethis Hittite ? ſhall I belefle affable, bounte-| 
ous, righteous to my brethren and neighbours, then a ſtranger of' 
another nation and another religion was to Abraham who did but 
ſojourneneere him? We are ill Schollers inthe Schoole of our bleſied 
Saviour, if we receive not better inftrutions from him, then can be 
found inan Heathen teacher ; yea we Chriſtians mult practiſe the ſame 
vertues in a better manner, on better grounds and to better ends, We 
muſt be courteous, and for conſcience ſake, not barely for credit, 
to pleaſe God, not alone to winne men, and to thoſe that wrong us 
and-deale frowardly with us, not alone ro them that are conrteols 
unto us, Theſe ycrtues ſimply in themſclves cannot intitle us tothe 
name of members of Chriſt, unleſle wee doe them with reference 
ro Gods Commandement and authority, but being ſo as ir were 
dipt in true religion, they will become Sealcs of our faith and cauſc 
unto us an ample recompence. = 
SolI ſhould have ſaid of the former vertues commended in the three 
|fore-named Brethren, of being frierids to the righteous, not ſo much 
for rightcouſneſle ſake as for other commendable parts, wee ſee in 
them, or for the hope wee may have to be advantaged by them, 
This will not approove aman to be a true Chriſtian, but to love 1 
righteous man in the name of a righteous, an C4braham becauſe he 
is an «Abraham, ſervant to the moſt high God, this is adue figneof 
| one ſanRified. Bur I have digrefſed and now returne againe ,to my 
Exhortation; I pray you out-ſtrip the Heathen in all vertues and1ct 
your converſing amongſt your neighbours be as faire and winning 4s 
that of theirs could be.So for theſe men. | 
Pharach, |; Now two Kings had occaſion of intermedling with _Abyaban, 
;the King of Fgypt, Pharaoh into whoſe countrey Abraham went to 
| ſojourne, for the famine that oppreſſed Canazr, as you have it related, 
"$2 
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in Gen.12412314+ in him we have to obſerve ſome bad things and ſome | 


go00- Fe 
* Eirſt, he ſhewed himſelfe luſtfull and wanton, and overſlaviſh to | His faul:s. |} 
| abcautifull face, for he quickly hearkned to his ſervants that commen- | 3 Mew lu 
| ded Sarahs fairenefſe to him, and tooke her into his houſe: what a | * 
vanity and folly and excethive ingagement to luſtfull pleaſures isthis | 
'inaman? that he can no ſooner heare of a faire woman, but he muſt 
 coyet and take herto him. Iris an impotency very incident to mans | 
' nature, to be too much led with a faire face, with the mixture of the 
two colours white and red, and the comely proportion of the face. 
The ſence of ſceing over-beares them, and they ſcarce looke to any 
thing ſo much ina woman, as that which Salsmens experience made 
him call vanity and deceitfulnefſe, favour and beaury. We that 
have greater helpes to mortification, ſhould not ſufter our paſſions 
tobe {o farre maſters over us. Surely Pharaohs Courtiers were well ac- 
quainted with his inclination inthat kind, they would not elſe have | 
brought him ſo quicke ridings of Sarahs good face, Ir is a blame- | 
worthy weakeneffe in a Heathen, much more in a Chriſtian, to | 
make uſe of the meanes which God hath given him to mortify ſuch | 
paſſions, and let reaſon hive dominion over you, rather then eye- | 
(ight and fancy. If Pharaoh had knowne her to be Abrahams wife, it 
may ſzeme, he would not have taken her from him for all her beauty, ad 
and be none of you worle then Pharaoh pretended hee would have | 
'beene, to let beauty winne you to be adulterers, corrupters of thoſe 
you know to be other mens wives. Letnor your dotage upon acome- 
ly viſage, make you ruth into ſo foule a crime as adultery. Remem- 
\ber what Salozzon ſaith, deſire not her beauty to thy hurt, be not taken with | vro.6.2,, 
ber eye-lids. 
| Furthcr it was a faultinhim, that he carried himſelfe over churliſh- ene: _ 
ly to Abraham, and in a kind of revengefull paſſion and chiding of | churlithly to 
him, for calling her ſiſter and not wife, and ſo hazarding him to | 4brabam. 
dultery, and inthat paſſion ſending him packing out ofhis countrey. 
I anger and diſpleaſure to take a man up for a faulr, and drive him 
away, make him be gone, is ſurely too great an yeelding to that di- 
ſemper, which receiving of injuries doth worke, even akind of heate 
and unlovingnefſle againſt the doer of them. Take you heed of giving 
your {clves fo farre over to wrath. That he did reprove Abraham was 
well, that hee did it over angerly and ſo diſpatched him out of his 
countrey, this was not well. Shunne what was cvill in him, and if 
|youfollow any thing, follow that was good. nt 
'  Andnow take you notice of what was good inhim. Firſt ſo ſoone | j4;4 yerwes, 
'& he percciveth that God had puniſhed him for taking Sarah, in re- | 1.He diſmiſſed 
gard ſhe was a married wife, hee preſently diſmiſſeth her, ſo ſub- aproch.aqwigs 
mitting himſclfe ro Gods hand, and not hardening his heart againſt 409mg oe: 
ſtripes. O how happy ſhould we be? if wee could ſpeedily obſerve | be married. 
Gods correftions, and finding out the cauſe by diligent inquiry, rid 
our handes and houſes inſtantly of thoſe offences which are matterof | 
; y pro- 
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provocation to him. How many miſcries might wee eſcape by N 
| ſpeedy an obſervation of Gods hand and purpole, and a ready yeg. 
| dance to him. Pray we to Godto give us ſuch a quicke fight, ſuch 
a ſtooping diſpoſition. He that gave it to an Heathen man, will much 
| more give it to a Chriſtian. And it any of you have beene ſtoge 
againſt God Pharaoh-like, let him abhorre himſclte that hath ſhey. 

ed leſle piety then this Pharaoh did. Ir 1s a proote of ſome ſoftneſſe 

of heart, to be driven from fin eyen by great plagues. | 
:. He wid 4 Another vertue in him was, that he uſed _AÞbrabam kindly for his 

[On OREN ſiſters ſake, ſo was ſhe reputed then, and by that meancs he grey in 
The: | riches abundantly. Favourable dealing with a man for his friends 
ſake, eſpecially for a faire ſiſter, a kinſwomars ſake, is a kinde of 

| baſtard curteſie, and may betall a man given to luſt, yea many time 
the kindneſle of ſuch is more wonne by ſuch a motive, then by any 

better deſcrvings. Ler us doe the ſame thing, bur on better grounds, 
let the beauty of vertue make us eſteeme and countenance thoſe that 
 ſhew it, more then a beautifull Silter or Kinſwoman : bur better he| 

| lovingtoa good man even upon ſuch aſtniſter reſpeR, then not at allty 

| be courteous ro him. | | 

;. He les 4 | Another thing wherein this man dealed well, was that he deal: 
brabam depar'| not over harſhly with Abrabam, bur lets him goe without offering in- 


without «ct: 


nz any in-| Jury unto him in anything hee had. He doth nor take his life from 
wry robim, | him as Abraham feared he would have done, nay nor his ſervants, nor 
his goods, nor any part of them; burtakes order for his ſafe paſſage 
and conduct out of his Countrey. Let us at leaſt ſo moderate our 
anger, thar if it drawus to a little pnkindnefſe and ſoureneſle of car- 
riage, which is one degree of revenge, yet it may not cauſe us w/ 
leape over the pale of juſtice, and to uſe unrightcouſneſſe and cruelty! 
againſt thoſe from whom we have received injury So Pharaoh ws 
| not ſo farre tranſported with anger, though perhaps he might have 
beene able to have done it, and it may ſeems ar firſt ſight thar he had 
cauſe of doing ſo, Bur it ſeemeth that the ſence of Gods great plagues! 
had made him begin to ſee, that God was a deare friend cf Abrahams,! 
and that he ſhould have incurred further wrath for wronging himin 
other things wittily, whoſe injuries God did proſecute ſo ſeverely, 
even when it was done ignoramly and unwittingly. Weoughtto have 
more feare of God before us, rhen any King of Egypt. Deale juſtly 
therefore, let men goe tromus with all they have, make nor boldto 
wreake your tceme on any man, by ſending him away without his 
OWwne. 
| Butit isto be noted, that God plagued Pharaoh for his doing hurt 
' to LAbrabamthough beyond his knowledge, cven with great plagues, ; 
| you ſce thar ſometimes unwitting finnes make God very angry with 


| men, when done againſt his deare and faithfull fervants,in rhings neere| 
| and deareunto them, for he is a Father rorhem and full of compaſſion, 
| and pitrieth their caſe whenthey ſigh and monrne before him, O with 
| how much heavier cvills will he plague them who wittingly and v 
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> purpoſe doc wrong them. How ſhall his anger burne againſt pre- | 
p60 and wilfull ſinners 2 when ſuch hems aria ooo 
of finnes of meere ignorance, Take you heed of cauſing his wrath to | 
ariſe againſt you for ſuch crimes, ſure his ſword will cut of for ſuch 
fultes, if it wound and cut deepe forthe farre leſſer. 
And againe, ſce that even plagues ſometimes are ſent to docaman | 
more good then hurt, even to keepe a man from ſuch finnes, as bur 
for them he would haye committed, and to make him ſee and leave 
thoſe which he did live in before andnot obſerve. Ir. was a benefit to 
Pharaoh that he was fo ſcourged, I conceive that this Pharaoh was not a 
man ſanRified, for then God would have warned him by dreame or 
ſome other way, as hee did Abimelech, rather then by ſeverity of | 
plagues ; bur it 1s a kind of favourto any man to be keptfrom ſin, eyen | 
by heavy plagues. | 
Surely the Lord will doe as much for his owne people, as for the 
Feyptians, rather drive them out of theirfins byſharpencſſe of blowes, 
then that they ſhall live and dic in them and periſh. Happy is that | 
ſmart or paine that preyents a greater hurt. The Lord had rather his 
people ſhould ſuffer any thing, then continue in finne tothcir deſtructi- 
on, their outward fame troubles him not ſo much as their inward | 
wickedneſſe. Therefore if you find by experience that Gods hand | 
hath reſtrained you from much evill, and your owne ſoules can ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch a fin I ſhould never have ſeene, never have left, if God 
had not by his ſcourges and blowes even forced me to open mineecyecs, 
and ſee them, and to caſt them away even as it were againſt my will ; 
be you thankfull to God for ſuch chaſtiſements, learne to ſay as Da- 
vid, It was good for me that I was affiitted, that I might learne thy righteous | Plal.r1 g.71 * 
judgements. Will not men pay well for a plaiſtec that hath avertue to 
cure the ſore 2 though it put the memberto ſmarting paine. Surely 
he doth not hateſin according to its hatcfulneſſe, that Pch not learned 
to be glad of any affliction which keepeth him from fin, or drawes him 
out of it, And now if any of you doe lie under heavy plagues, let him 

become an humble ſuiter to God, to vouchſafe fm as much 
goodnefle as he pleaſed to grant unto this Pharaoh, cyen 
to ſhew him the cauſe for which he ſmiteth, and 

ro give him notice of his faults and powerto 

reforme them, we might haſten our 
deliverance out of calamitics,if 
we wm turne yu to 
this purpoſc. 
(*,*) 
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LESSALI>® Nother man is mentioned living in Abrahams 
Ja) Ve N time, with whom alſo Abraham had occaſion 
Y.oA. to converſe, Hee was a King ruling over a 
#>” City called Gerar, in the countrey of the Phi- 
© liſtizs, In his countrey Abraham ſojourned, 
you have the ſtory of him, Gez;20.& 21. v. 
22, ad finem, Of his birthand death nothing 
S@& is recorded, Burin his life we muſt obſerve, 
" Firſt, His fault. Secondly, His good deedes. 
Thirdly, His croſſes, Fourthly, his Benefits. 

One fault alone of his wee reade of, viz. that he tooke Sarahro 
him, minding to make her his wife: we ſec him offending in theſame 
kinde that Pharach King of Egypt was noted before to have offended 
In, Hee was too too libidinous, and over-taken with an inordinate 
affetion to bearty, Hee had wives enough before, yet when one 


take her to himſelfe, and that not ſo much by perſwafion and intreaty, 
by violence and ſtrong hand, for ſo much ſeemerh to be ſignified 
by the word hee rooke hex, hee ſent and tooke her, hearing of a beau- 
tifull perſon, and having ſpoken with Abrahams, and finding her to 


| 


re. 


ſtranger ſingularly faire did come into his countrey, he would needes | 


S 3 ; be! 


Abinelech, 


aothing 1s ſaid 


of his birch 
and death, 


His fault, he 


was too luft. 


full, 
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be his fiſter alone and not his wife, for the former both of them affix. 
; med, the Jatter he did not inquire of fo diligently as to learne the 
truth fromthem, he reſolved to have her to himſelfe, God himſelf 
after doth ſceme ro acquit «bimelech of any adulterous intentiaq,! 
for when hee alledged that he had done this in the integrity of his 
heart, God himſelte bearcth witnefſe ro his uprighrnefle inthatre. 
ſpect ſaying, 1 know thin didſt this in the integrity of thy heart, mes. 
ning, that he thought verily that ſhe was onely {iſter, not yoake. felloy 
to Abraham, and that if hee had knowne her to have beene a wife 
he would not have taken her; fo thar he was free from intendingtg 
commit adultery, but from an exccfive defire of beauty hee is nor 
free, for why ſhould a man be {o carried after women, that if heſc 
any beautifull Virgin, hee muſt needes enjoy her, and not ſatisfe 
bimſelfe with ſuch wives 2s he bad raken before £ | This verily myſt 
needes be a finne, for God did not appoint the ſocicty of man and 
man for pleaſures ſake, that a man might ſecke to ſatisfie himſelfein 
the delight of imbracing ſo many #2ire women as he could get, but! 
for the-increaſe of, and ſtoring of the world with people. Let ug 
learne vertue our of other mens vices. This is the folc fault which 
the Holy Ghoſt noteth inthis man, not becauſe he had not more, but 
| becauſe this alone was that wherein hee wronged «Abraham and 
Sack of whom the Holy Ghoſt intended principally to make his! 
iſtory. . 
No for his Vertues, divers good things aretold of him. Firſ, 
in reſpeR of God, Secondly,of his own ſervants, Thirdly,of Abrahan 
| and Sarah. | 
His Vertu:s. | Firſt, in reſpe@t of God. When the Lord appeared unto him ina} 
viſion, verſ.3. and told him that he was but a dead man, meaning,! 
"we worthy of death, and fo ſhould certaincly die unlefle he retor- 
| med himſelfe, becauſc the woman he had taken was another mans 
| wife, hedid defend his innocency before God, truely alledging, that 
' he did no way ſuſpe& her to be a married woman, becauſe bothher 
ſelfe and CAbrahar ſaid ſhe was his fiſter, and would not be knowne 
' of their being joyned togerhcr in matrimony, which alſo the Lord 
; confeſlerh to betrue: Yer ſo foone as God had commanded himto 
reſtore the woman, backing his commandements with promiſes and 
th ves han he obeyes the Lord, and returneth the matron toher 
, husband. 


i. He (pcevily' Ir is a worthy vertue and a proofe of integrity, ſpeedily. and ca 
aud readily 0. 4+ DO . 

>:vedGod  dily to obey the word of God, and amerd thoſe finnes which before 

- we did nor know, when once the Lord doth vouchſafe ro makerhem 

: knowne unto us. This proveth that the ſoule is uprightly defirousto| 

' avoid all .ſinnes, when it will inſtantly reforme the fault once mant- | 

; feſted, To linger and pur of from time totime, and ftrive to make 

' ones {clteblinde, and to winke and nor fcc the finne, or not addreſle 

to a ſpeedy reformation, that is afruit of guilefulneſſe, bur to yeeld j 


|fo God and ones conſcience, and without further delayes to leave of 
| oy 


_—_—C 


_ wo. 


| |adventuring to commit them any more. And if any finde himſclfe 
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the finne and pur itaway and theoccaſions of it, thatis a proofe of | 
| Gncerity ar leaſt inthat particular. When God declareth a fault to 
us, bids us mend, promiſeth life if we doe mend, threatens death 
if we will nor reforme ; if we belceve his promiſes and threats, and 
| f{bmit to his Commandements, we ſhew integtity, AH bimelechs Ex- | 
ample muſt teach usthis effeCt of uprightneſle. 

If any of us be guilty of the contrary fruit of hollowneſſe, that 
we have neglected to acknowledge a fault beginning to be revealed | 
to us, and our of love to the ſinne in reſpe&t of any profit, credit, 
pleaſure it flattered us wichall, haverather indeavoured to ſhutout the | 
light by falſe reaſonings, then to receive the knowledge of thetruth 
when ic began to ſhine out of the cloud of ignorance, wee muſt 
reatly blame our felves tor fuch hypocriticall behaviour. This is 
Nat S, Paul accuſerh rhe Gentiles of, ſaying, that Gods wrath i ma- 
nifeſt from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſſe and unrigh: eouſneſſe of men 
' who detaine the iruth in unrighteouſneſſe, who doe as it were impriſon 
and ſupprefſe truth and hold it downe, thatir may not ſhew it fſelfe | 
\untothem, our of a love they beare to finne and wickednefſe, And 
\ſuxre Gods wrath ſhall appeare evidently againit all that in ſueh man- 
ner ſhall play the diflemblers with him; how much more then, if 
'when a man cannot ſo darken himſclfe with fained pretences, bur 
'that he muſt needs ſee and confeſle the truth in his conſcience, ſhall 
he be guilty of a great finne, if ſtill he uphold in himſclfe a will 
[2nd reſolution to commit the finne, that he could not but ſee to be. 
afinne, or it he doe not come toa preſent reſolution of amendment, 
but put it off till afterwards and purpoſe to continue offending once 
or twice or a little time longer. Shall not CAbimelechs example 
condemne our diſobedience before God, it we ſhew our {clves (o 
much inthralled to ſia 2 

Two things ſhew dominion of finne in a man, one where he re- 
fuſeth to know though he have due tmcanes of knowledge, and a 
ceraine working of knowledge offering to convince his conſcience, 
another, when though he doe know, yet he refolves to perfift in all 
(evill, or at leaſt remaines irreſolure and doth nor determine to-leave, 
'but ſtands as it were unſerled in his will at leaſt for ſome time. If 
any of you finde himſcltc ſo diſpoſed, ir is certaine, that finne ruleth 
in him and he is not under grace, Wherefore you muſt diligently 
proove your hearts in this reſpeR, it you defire ever ro enjoy the 
comfort of knowing your ſelves to be uprighr. Now then learne to 
lend a dutifull care ro the Word of God, and ſee the finnes that ir 
beginnesro ſhew you, and put on afvull and ſcrled reſolution of not 


ſo ſubdued tothe authority of God in all things, that he ſeeme rea- 
dy to entertaine the lighr of truth and to obey ir, and will not ſtruggle 
and ſtriveagainſt the light in any thing, then may he aſſure himſelfe, 
that his heart istrue within him, andthar the Lord will ſurely accept 
|him and forgive his unpurpoſed offences and finnes of mecre weake- 
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| nefle andfrailty. Indeed in ſome one or two things that aretoo tog 
| | grolle as adultery here, a man may be prepared to yceld to truth, 
| and yetnot have anhoneſt heart to God, bur he thatinall things doth 
thus ſubmit himſclfe, is ſurely good before the Lord. And {| 
much for Abimelechs obedienceto God, in that he receiveth his com- 
' mandements here with faith and preſent obedience, which wee ſhall 
alſo doe, if we ſeriouſly conſider his promiſes of life to the obedient 
and threatenings of death to the diſobedient, till we worke our heart 
to a firme and ſtedfaſt beleete of them, 
»-Heacquaines)| Now another good deed of Abimelech is in regard of his ſer. 
| bis ſervants | vants, As ſoone as it is day he calls them togerher, and acquainrs' 
- wg them with the things that God had revealed unto him by a dreamein| 
Sons the nighr. He doth well to ler his ſervants know the matrer, that 
ſo he might make them ſee the true cauſe of his reſtoring Sarah to 
Abraham, and might approove of his practiſe therein, and learne 
themſclves to feare God which atleaſt in ſome degree they did, for 
it is ſaid, the men feared exceedingly, verſe 8. and {o did not perſwade' 
him to keepe Sarah ſtill, but rather furthered his intentions of her re-| 
ſtitution. All governours mult be ready to acquaint their inferiours 
(with the way that God ſhewes them, eſpecially ſuch as concerne 
the reformation of the lives both of themſelves and of their infai- 
ours, for it was needfull that _A6:melechs ſervants ſhould know, that 
Sarah was CAbrahams wife, leaſt they or ſome one of them ſhould 
thinke of taking her, when the King had lefr her, if they had re. 
| mained ignorant of her condition. Rulers therefore muſt ſhew unto 
their inferiours the danger of finne and what is finnefull when the 
Lord hath made them know it, that they may be an inſtrument of 
keeping them alſo from evill deeds and from the puniſhment of 
them. Learne we all of this man to tender the ſoules of our fer-! 
'vants and inferiours, and to reveale to them fuch rhings as God hath 
raught us,tharthey may be preſerved from finne as well as our ſelves, 
And take heed of being careleſſe to ſhew them the good and the 
evill way, thar they finne not through our default, becauſe we have 
not duly inſtructed them. And ler inferiours allo learne to receive 
ſach inſtruſtions with holy feare as the ſervants of A bimelech did, 
thatthe words they heare may prevaile to keepe them alſo from wic- 
[kedneſle. 
Ute admoni-) And now letus fee his carriage to Abraham and Sarah, Andfiri 
| ſheth _2bra» |hee doth admoniſh them both of their fault, and thar not with 2 
| ban rho inde of diſcontent and frowardnefle (as before Pharaoh had done) 
fl, — |ſhewingrather that he was ſorrowfull he might not have Sarah then 


frult, 


| that he h:d attempted fo farre as he did, but ingentle and yetplaine 


; manner, ſaying, What ha## thou done unto us? and againe, Wat [aweſt 
| thou that thou haft done. this ? His reproofe is ſharpe enough, and yet 
a$ appeareth afterwards, it was mixed with gentlenefle. So, itls 2] 
. good thing if our Brethren have ſinned againſt us, to call for them 


| 5r goe tothem, andro demand what ground they had or what 1n- 
| ducement 
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ducement to finne ſo, and to let them underſtand, that the things | 
they have done were ſuch as ought notto have beene done, eſpecial. | 
ly if they have gone about to draw usto {inne, or to occaſion us to; 
ruſh unwittingly into finne, that ſo wee may bring them to repen- | 
tance, Or at leaſt free our ſelyes from being partakers with them in 
their finnes. Sodid he deale with Sarah too, but not with thelike 
earneſtneſſe, for he conſidered the fault was chiefely Abrahams, who 
had confeſſed that fhe did it at his entreaty, and therefore hee doth 
alone intimate a chiding to her, ſaying, thy brother, and addi 
ood counſell, He is to thee acovering of the eyes to all that are with | 
thee, and to all others, werſe 16. and it is added, for ſhee was re- 
proved , meaning, that hee intended to reproove her , and 
char ſhee did take it and was touched with it as with a 1c-| 
proofe. 

Let us reſolve to behave our ſelves ſo to our brethren, eyen to 
tellthem plainely, but yet gently of their faults, and that with more 
or lefle earneſtneſle, as they ſhall appeare to have beene more or 
eſſe faulty. Some warmth muſt be in a reproofe as here, but it 
muſt not be ſcalding hot, words of reviling and diſgrace they ſcald 
35 it were, but words that tend to ftirre up the conſcience to a due 
conſideration of the faule, they be duely warme and tend to make 
[the phyfick worke the more kindly. If any have done otherwiſe, | 
ether hiding the matter in his heart and ſo nouriſhing bitter diſlike 
and alienation of affeRion from one that hath wronged him, or 
elſe opened his mouth in a kind of rage, and uſed taunting and ray- 
ling ſpeeches, he muſt be ſorry that he was not as diſcreet and lo- 
ving as Abrmelech. To forbeare reproofe of another, or to doe 
it with birterncfle of wrath be roo common faults and withall very | 
blame-worthy. The one ſhewes want of love, the other of wil- 
me, and in both we wrong our brother, in not taking the right way 
thelpe him our of finne, and wrong our ſelves in making our ſelves 
2 lealt in part guilty of his finne. Be not you faulty in either of 
theſe kindes hereafter, bur learne in plaine and milde manner to 
deale with them-that have done you injury, and let thoſe that 
-Lo__ wrong learne of ©Abraham duly to accept of ſuch re- 
proofes., | 
Another vertue in _Abimelech is, that hee doth not alone reſtore 
Search, but alſo makes amends ro Abraham, and yeelds a kind of fi- 
lent confeſſion of his fault, and ſhewes adeſire of making ſatisfaRi- 
om, by giving him gifts; for verſ.14.1t is ſaid, he tooke ſheepe and oxcn 
\4ud men-ſervants and women-ſervants and gave them to Abraham, 
[4 reſtored Sarah his wife. See a good duty here, wee muſt not 
Jone ſurceaſe to wrong our brethren for future time, if either igno- 
rantly or otherwiſe wee have begun to doe them wrong, burif rhe 
wrong be manifeſt unto them, we muſt even make them ſome due 
latisfactionby words, or deeds, or both, chicfely, if the injury have 


ot | enough 


beene done wirtingly and willingly. Thinke not that you have done | 
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| enough in forbearing to doe evill ro any man,but if rhe evill hays 
| beene evident unto him, O make alſo ſome good amends to re. 
| paire the wrorg, and to doe him as much good in ſome other 
| kinde as you haye done him hurt before. That ſo you may ge. 
| clare your ſelves as well ſorry for the former offence, as carctull tg 
offend ſo no more, - and may make it appeare you ceaſe to he 
| injurious in part out of love to your brother, as well as for any 
other conſideration, and may by that meanes make the pards. 
ning of the wrong more caſic to him, and helpe to pur charity 
and kindnefle into him, which the receiving of wrongs will ge 
'neare to baniſh away, if ſome ſuch care be not uſed to reſtore it a- 
aine, Burthe thar either continues 'in a courſe of injuriouſneſle, gr 
| elſe barely breaketh ir off without ſome demonſtration of his for- 
row for the fault and good affeRionto the perſon offended, hathnat 
yet fully reformed himſelfe though he have ccaſcd to doe evill any 
further. 
5.He granted Another commendable thing in _Abimelech is, that he doth not 
Abrabamliber-| thruſt Abraham away in a chafe as Pharaoh had ' done, but hee 
- Anh : |pranteth him liberty to dwell in his Countrey in any place that 

any place. ſhall ſeeme go00d unto him. Learne of him not to be ſo diſplea. 
| ( ſcd with any man for a fault committed by him, eſpecially if 
it be done out of weakeneſle, feare, orthe like diſtemper as to 
caſt him off, have no more'to doe with him, or the like; but {ill 
to hope and thinke well of him, eſpecially, if hee doe confeſſe 
his weakneſle as Abraham,and to affoord any due courtchic and kindneſle 
to him ; over-harſhneſſe towards others for faults which we findein 
them, is a figne of uncharitableneſle and pride. It ſhewes that we doe 
not ducly perceive our owne faultinefſe and aptnefſe to ſome otheras! 
bad finnes, yea perhaps tothe very ſame finnes, and that wee doe 
not beare a tender compaſſion ro them, becauſe wee have not 
right knowledge of our ſclves. Compare the dealing of Pharab 
before obſerved and ©Abimelechs carriage here noted, and what 
your conſciences tell you was the more commendable and a pproye- 
able, that imitate. _.. 
6.He takes no-| I come to the laſt good deed of «Abimelech. He. takes notice 
tice of Gods | of Gods goodnefſe to Abraham, ſaying, Chap.2t, ver.22, God 
poodnelle to. | is with thee in all that thou doſt; and therefore accompanied with 
his principall Officer, one Phicol, goes and intreates _Abranen 
to'make a league of amiry with him, as you may reade in the 
Story, and when Abraham told him of a well of water which 
| was raken from him by his ſervants, hee cxcuſeth himſclfe, thathe ne- 
' ver knew of it before, and ſo willingly reſtoreth thewell andconfeſſeth 
Abrahams right to it,by taking the Ewe-lambs, and conſenting roname 
| the well Beer-ſheba, that is, the well of an oath, becauſe they ſwore 
chereeach to other. | 


Itis agood thing toobſerve the goodneſſe of God to his people, 


thereupon tothink well of them and to defire tolive inamity and peace 
ls War 
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withthem. Why ſhould not wee have our eyes open to ſee Gods | | 
bleffing going along with men? and when wee ſec it, why ſhould: 

wee not rather Jove them and wiſh their friendſhip, then beare my 
evill eye towards them and maligne them. Ir is afiene of ſome | | 
' oodnefte to acknowledge, that God is the Author of all g00d 
\ſuccefle ro mens afraires, herein wee give him the torour of | 
being the ru'cr ot the world, And itis a ftgne of ſome good will | 

['0 men, when their proiperous eſtate makes us rather like them! © 
and joyre friendſhip with them, then Rirreth up grudging and re-| 
pining at them. Sucly Ab:melcchs cartiage giveth us ſome 
robable grounds to conceive , that himſelfe was a holy man, in 

that hee ſhewes ſome knowledge of God, and good affeRtion | 

[to ſo good a ſervant of God. Let us goe a little further, and 
finve to intereſt our ſ{clves into Gods bleſſing on the godly, by 
following them in godiinefle, Bur ler his willing reſtitution of | 

the Well which his {ervants had taken away by violence, teac® 

lus alſo not to beare out the {ervants or peopl- thit are under our g0« 
yernment in any unjuſt carriage of theirs; yea rather, ſo ſoone as wee |... | 
come to the knowledge of their naughty carriage, let us cauſe | * 
them to amendand to repaire the wrongs that they have done. A 

' mans ſervants faults muſt not bee imputed to him, till it bee | 

| knowne whether hee be privie to them or not, but if when hee is 
informed of them, he be carcleſle to fee them amended, now is. 

| himſelfe as guilty of the finne as his ſervants were before. Thus 
you have the faultsand vertues of Abimelcch fo farre as I could note. | 
them out of holy Wrir. 


| Confider now whert benefirs God beſtowed upon him. Firſt, Hisbenefs. | 
' hee made im a King In thoſe dGaies ir is evident rhar Kings a yy 
were not rulers over {o large dominions as now they be; of old : 
'the chicfeſt ruler over one or two Cities and the rerrirories abour 

It was a King, as in the land of Canaan there were 31 Kings, and | 
[the five Citics of the plaine of Sodome and the reſt had each of 
them ſeverall Kings, and yer-rhere were ſome Kings that raigned | 
over whole Countries as the King of Egypt, bur in it ſelfe confi- 
dered, it is afavour of God to prefterre a man unto the honour of | 
a King, as the Scripture prooveth in ſaying, a d/l:0ent ſervant ſhall 
fland before Kings and not before thoſe of the meaner ſort ; (t to be in 
favour and account with a King, be athing fit to be promiſed as a re- | 
ward of diligence, much more the enjoying of a Kingdome, therefore | | 
| God upbraides both San! and David, when he wonld ſharpely re- 
| proove their ſ1ns,that he had made them Kings over his people 1ſrae!; 
for Kings have likelv,riches, honour, and authority, by the two former 
of which they may partake of much comfort themſelves,and commu- 
[nicatemuch alſo to their friends and kindred, by the latter they may 
bring much honour to God, and much good alſo to men in eſtabliſhing 
true religion and juſtice: Now God hath not pleaſedto make any of = 
an Kings, but he hath made ſome of you richer and greater then | 


others, 
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| | others, as 1 may ſay little petty Kings in your places. Beware 
| you pervert not this goodneflſe of God, by making your weakh: 
| and power a meanes of ſwelling your hearts with pride, and 
imboldening you to wrong and oppreſle others, and furniſhin 
| you with inſtruments to ſ{crve your owne luſts, fer the ſuch abuſe 
of theſe benefits will rurne them into poyſon, as it were to your 
ſoules, and cauſe thar they ſhall ſerve ar length for the ſame: 
5-3 | purpoſe which S. Jams ſaith, the ruſt of the rich mans tru. 
| | ſure ſhall dos, even to conſume your fleſh like fire, and to bring upon you 
greater damnation inanother world, to be preferred before this more! 
then an inheritance is before the leaſe of one alone yeere, none ſhall 
ſufferſo much rormentand unhappineſle as rhoſe that have played the 
| ENIUEY ſubjects ro God, and made their high places a weapon to 
beare out their {finnes. But rake notice of God in your Eminencyin 
this preſent world, and labour ro be fo nwch more thanketull and 
obedient to God, and ſerviceable and profitable ro men z and then 
ſhall preferrement here bee a meanes of inlarging your joyes here-! 
after too, O happie is hee, that ſhall be great in Heaven as well 
as on Earth, by his well employing of his earthly greatnefle, and 
| you that cannot be great here, yer ſtrive to attaine a Kingdome,! 
| and here too in a ſpiriruall ſence. Labour to bee Kings over 
| your ſelves, in eſtabliſhing the Kingdome of grace in your hearts, 
that you may bce Kings hereafter, and that in farre greater glory 
(and happinefſe, then the greateſt of all earthly Kings cither did 
| ever or ever could enjoy : the meaneſt Chriſtian may get the King-| 
| dome of grace and of glory, as well as a David or a Sal. 

m01, 

2, Godkep: | Another benefit wee muft obſerve, the Lord by his pro- 
pred wg <m-'yidence kept him from committing that finne which elſe hee would 
which elſe be | have committed, but indeed of meere ignorance, for his heart 
would haye | was upright with God ſo farre that if hee had knowne it hee 
commirted. | ould not have committed it. So thÞdLord tcls him, therefore 
'T kept thee that thou ſhouldſt not come neere her, meaning Sarah, 
Ir is a great favour of God to preſerve a man from finning by his 
| providence, I meane, to order things fo, that hee hath not oppor- 
tunity or freedome to doe ſuch things, as elſe hee would com- 
| mir, becauſe hee doth not know them to bee finnes. And this is 
| ' one of the graces thar God doth ſhew ro thoſe whpſe hearts hee! 
 findes upright with him. O. ſtrive to get fincerity*of ſoule, that 
| | hee which ſearcherh the heart, may vouchſate you the ſame good- 
'neſſe, but if you bee hollow and guilcfull', the Lord may and 
| will juſtly puniſh you by giving you over to great offences, And 
if any man finde, that God hath reſtrained him from doing ſome 
| | wickedneſle which hee did not know and therefore ſhould have | 
| done much more which hee did know and would have done, hc 
| muſt blefſe the name of God for it with heartieſt prayers. Hee | 
| that was in likelichood afore hee knew of ir to have fajne 
OM { 
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ſome great pit, or other like danger, travelling in the night, and fin- 
dethin che morning how neere he came to miſchiefe, and yer eſcaped 
| the ſame, is Either very blockiſh and prophane, or elſe hee muſt 
 needes lift up his heart and eyes, and hands to Heaven, and magnific 
the name of God that cauled him to'ſcape, ſo much more mult wee 
doe, if when wee were in a forwardnefſe to runne into grievous 
offences, the Lord hitfruſed ſome or other meanes which our (elves 
did not provide to rc{traine us from that evill. Spiricuall preſerva- 
tion deſcrveth ſerious and thankefull acknowledgement as well as 


natural. 


him in agreame by night, and declared his will by a com- 


neſſe afforded to any wicked man, excepr it were to Balaam the 
falſe Propher, which was done not in favour to him, bur unto 1/- 


| conceited , that C4 bimelech was a godly man, eſpccially be- 
cauſe the Lord doth pleale to talke as it were in ſo friendly and 
familiar a manner with him, as if hee had not beene a ſtranger 
to God, but rather of inward knowledge. You ſhall finde if 
you reade the dreame , a kind of lovingneſſe expreſſed on Gods 
part, and a kinde of durtitull boldneſle on Abimelechs : fo thar for my 
part, I havea very good opinion of the man, and thinke that the feare 
of God was in the King of that people, which were themſelves ſo 
wicked, that good Abraham aid, there was no feare of God in 
them. Bur the favour affoorded him is this, he was taught of 
God his . duty by a dreame ; Dreames were one of the ordi- 
nances whereby God did reveale his will unto men in thoſe 
times : Pharah was ſhewed a thing in a dreame, and ſo was 
Nebuchadnezar, bur God did not appeare unto them and ſpeake 
to them in dreames, this was an ordinance of his I fay, in which 
moſt times hee uſed to teach 'g00d men. Now this was 'a note 
of Gods kindneſſe to CAbmelech, that hee fo taught him and 
not by heavy plagues, as hee did Pharaoh King of Egypt fore- 
mentioned, How much more mercy ſh2wzs the Lord to us, to 
[whom hee ſhewes himſelfe in the word, and in the prea- 
ching of it, whereÞþy wee are taught our damnable eſtate, and 
ſhewed rhe mearits of eſcaping it, and called upon with con- 
tinuall threats and* promiſes to uſe thoſe meanes; let us pray 
'to God to worke upon us by theſe his ordinances , that they 
may winne us to obedience in a thorough reformation of life, 
'% CAbimelech was wonne to reforme this one fault, and then 
happy ſhall wee bee. Bur if wee imitate the naughtineſle of 
Ifral, and harden our hearts that wee may not hearken, then ſhall 
this mercy aggravate our finnes, and wee ſhall onely have this 
iruite of it, wee ſhall know there was a-Prophct amongſt us, when 
thoſe ;greater fearcfull puniſhments befall us which were former- 


| 


| 


mandement, promiſe and threat, I doe not reade of ſuch a kind- | 


rael, that hee: might not dare ro curſe his p*ople, therefore am | * 
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Another mercy of God is, that hee revealed ' himſelfe unto | 3. God reve. 


tea Ihimſclte - 
unto him in a 
dreame by 
nlght, 
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| forme you that you are but dead men, becauſe of the ſinnes you 


LI 


you rcfuſe to leave them, and encourage you with promiſe of 


| 
| 
| 


: 4.God (peedily 
removed his 
' chaſlt:{- ment, 


| 
| 


His crofles, 
God ftroke 


| women with 
barrennefle, 


| 


——_——. 


| his hand-maides, and they conceived, for hee had faſt ſhut up every 
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ly threatned againſt us in the word, Bretheren, God. doth nat 
leaſe to ſpeake to men now in perſon by dreames, but hee reve. 
Icth his will by Paſtors and Teachers, ſpeaking in his Name. Hee 
hath imployed mee to you this thirty yeares well neere, to in. 


have gone a whoring after, and to threaten you with death if 


life. upon your converting and amending, O when will you hear. 
ken as this man did. I beſeech you bctore you come to Church 
to heare, take ſometime to beg of God the afliſtance of his Spirit 
to make you obedient hearers, and then blcfled be your carcs tha 
heare. 

Another benefit afforded to this King CA6bimelech was this, tha 
hee found God as favourable to him as could be, in a ſpeedy 
removing of the chaſtiſement which was ſcene upon him becauſe 
of Sarah, viz. the barrennefle of all his family, for ir is ſaid, 
verſ. ult. that God healed Abimelech, hw wife, and his maides, and 


wombe in the houſe of CA bimelech, by which it may bee thought, 


Job.11.14;15- 


him with fick-. 
nes and weak. 


{nefſe avs his ſent upon him, as a mercy to keepe him from rouching 5&4 


that God ſent ſome gentle ficknelſe upon him, by which heews 
| diſabled from comming neere to Sar45 : Now fo ſoone as hee 
' did reforme the fault, the Lord heard the prayer of CAbrahan, 
' and cured him and his houſe. This is a great favour of God, 
ito make haſt to our deliverance, and very quickly ro heare our! 
| owne prayers, and the prayers of others made for us, and in- 
| ſtantly to remove the miſcries which did lie upon us ; for if the 
[long lying on of a crofle bee tedious and heavy, becauſe of the 
; much forrow it bringeth, and many complaints it wringeth from 
'the mouth even of good men, ſaying, Lord how long ? then fury 
ly freedome from all that anguiſh muſt bee received as a point 
| of great grace. O my Bretheren, doc you imitate Abimeled 
'in the ſpeedy mending of your faults, that the Lord may allo 
favour you ſo much as to remove your croſſes quickly. If ini 
' Quity bee in your heart, put it from you, and remoove it out of 
your tabernacle, and then your light ſhall ſpring as the morning, 3 
| one of 7obs friendes ſpeaketh tohim. Bur when we linger and holde 
| finne under our tongues, and are loath to caſt it away, no wonderif 
' God doe take us in our owne nets as it were, and make ſorrowesand! 
| crofles linger as much upon us. Make haſt to obey Godand amend 
' your lives, that he may alſo make haſt to heale. Theſe be Abvmnelechs 
| METCIES, 

| The crofles that the Scripture telleth us of, are po more but! 
| one onely, wiz, God did ſtrike him with fickneſſe and weke-| 
netie, and his women with barrenneſle, and this croſſe was rather 


then in anger or diſpleaſure againſt him. Sickneſſe of a mans pet- | 
(fon, wife and family are croſſes, but ſometimes the Lord | 
end 


I 
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ſend them upon men in favour, to prevent divers finnes, which| 
elſe. hee knowes they would have committed in that time, if ; 
health had continued, Let us not murmure againſt GO D be. | 
cauſe of ſuch croſſes, but rather take notice of his goodneſle 
in the ſame, eſpecially in point of fſicknefle, if ic linger upon 
us, and thinke thus with our ſelves, how many ſinnes might I have 
runne into, if this bodily feeblenefſſe had not kept mce within dores, 
| Ard when wee bee ficke or otherwiſe affeted, let us turne our | 
thoughts round about us, to finde out if any ſuch thing be, ſome | 
finne that wee ſhould have runne into but for ſuch prevention. See 
if thine heart have not harbourcd ſome unconſidered fault, and Fur- 
ther the heal:h of your bodies, by turning ficknefſe into putr-| . 
ging phyſicke for your ſoules. So have we finiſhed the example of 
this King. 

whe about that time, there lived foure Kings, whoſe 
names are recorded in holy Writ, but nothing at all for their 
praile, Their NnNatncs WETE, 1s CAmraphel King of Shinar , thar Foure Kings, 
is, as it is thought, of Chaldes, or Babilen, where it may ſeeme | 
that Nimrod ereted a Monarchie, and it may bee that this man 
was ſome ſucceſlor of his or one of his Poſterity, and would 
needes inlarge his Monarchie ſo farre as the land of Canaan, with 
[whom was joyned Amoch King of Elkaſar, Chedarlomer King of 
Elam, and one Tyaall King of Nations. What theſe Kings were? 


| *%® 
| or whether mentioned in Heathen Stories or not, it matters not to | b_ 
enquire, But here they are patternes of unjuſt violence in | ,'f7 


Warre, They had the keener {words and therefore would make 
themſelves Lords over other Kings, and compell them by brunt | 
of Warre to receive their yoke and acknowledge ſome Ho- 
mage, Nothing more uſuall then for potent Kings to make at | 
leaſt unneceſſary Warres for their growth in greatneſſe, ma- 
ny times they doe not ſo mach as alleadge a ſhew of title , 
but their owne ambition is the ground of their plea, and ſome- 
times they pretend moſt frivolous titles. So doe they diſquict 
themſelves and others, and cauſe much innocent bloud to bee 
ſhed, almoſt inforcing their SubjeAs to become wilfull murde- 
rers. 

$ Wee muſt blefſe God that hath cauſcd us to live now a good 
time under peaccable Princes, and muſt inforce our prayets to | 
| God begging the like mercy ſtill, The Conquering fide is often | 
\more miſerable by finning, then the conquered by ſlaughter or | 
[Ccaptivity. Bur God doth uſe theſe, great Cockes of the game as 
inſtruments of his Juſtice, to puniſh the naughtineſle of thoſe 
that abuſe peace, and become more wicked by ſo great a be- 
nefit, Let ns learne to take heede of wickedneſſe, ' that the God 
of Heaven may not alſo make us a prey to violence and ambi- £ 
ton. And though you bee not Kings, to whom [ ſpeake, yer 
8 pray you take heed that you runne not into the ſame faulr, | 
ME T3 rhat -_ EY 
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chat theſe. Kings though not in ſo high a degree , uſe ng 
injuſtice and injuriouſneſſe and violence ſo much as your loy. 


| er ' places will ſuffer, a Weeſell is a raycnous beaſt as well a, 
Lion. 


pn Be PREVI RY But the maine fſinne that theſe committed, and which brough 
tinne was ta- | upon them their ruine was this, that they would needs take Ly 
ang Let 2- | among the Sodomites, Suppoſe the Sodomites did owe them Hy. 
| mong the $9- | 


domites. 


mage, and gave juſt cauſe of quarrel], yet was Lot no Sodenute,, 
nor Patron of their rebellion. They ſhould have ſpared him, 
that never had beene their ſubjet, nor done them any wrong a 
all: Indeed if Lot had gone to Warre againſt them, and invg]. 
ved himſclfe in the Sodomites evill cauſe ( if their canſe were! 
evill) hee was juſtly taken captive with them, but the briefe nar. 
ration ſeemeth rather to intimate otherwiſe, Chap. 74. verſe 11, 
12. They tooke the ſubſtance of Sodome, and their vittuals and went 
their way, and they tooke Lot alſo and his ſubſtance, for hee dwelt 
in Sedowe, intimating as I ſaid, that hee was taken-nort in the ba. 
tell, but in the ſpoiling of the City afterward : but you ſee what 
is the manner of inſulting conquerours , they ſweepe away all 
they mecte, and every thing and perſon ſhall bee good bootic 
that lics within their reach, but they ſmart for this ſpoile ; for 
hence was cAbrabam juſtly occafioned to put forth his courage 
for the reskue of his Kinſman , and ſo were they deprived 
of the whole victory, becauſe they ſpared not a man whom they 
ſhould have ſpared. Irt often falleth out, that one a& of inju 
ſtice looſeth much that otherwiſe was juſtly gotten, Beware of 
ſwallowing ill gotten wealth, ic hath a poyſonfull operation, and 
like ſome ſuch cvill fimple in the ſtomacke, will bring up the 
good foode together with ill humours : Ir is ſaid the King of 
Sodome had rebelled, ſo intimating a kinde of juſtification of 
the Warre with 'him , but it is not ſaid that LZoz had rche. 
led, and, therefore they ſhould not have ſeized on him for 
the Sodomntes ſake. Ule juſtice and take nothing from any man 
that is due unto him , neither puniſh any without right, 
chicfely touch not a good man that fcarcth G O D, unlefle his 
faults require that hee bee made ro ſmart for them: G OD. can 


beare the carrying away Captive of many Sodowites rather thenot 
one Lot, 


Now confider how God humblecth theſe great and inſolent Con-| 
querours, that carried all before them, hee armes Abrahams 
gainſt them with ſo much wiſedome and valour, that hee {ets 
upon them by night and diſcomfits them, afore they could well 
tell who it was that foughe with them. So it falleth our offen, | 
thar God doth beate farre greater armics by the farre fewer: Hee 
| that feareth God and hath a juſt canſe, neede never bee diſcoura- 
|ged from bartell, becauſe his companies arc but few. The God 
; of Warre whom the Scripture cals «4 man of Warre, carries vito- 
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ry to that fide where hee pleaſeth to joyne, and tell mee if hee 
haye not moſt times giyen the greateſt victories to his ſervants, 
when their enemies power was ſuch as farre ſurpaſſed theirs. 
Some tru# in bow and ſpeare, but hee tht maketh 
mention of the name of God, he is in beſt poſ- 
ſibility ro become a victor. Take 
heed of making God your cne-' 
my, that maketh one manto | | 
chaſe ten, and ten to | 
flie before one. 
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NEE arc come along in Abrahams time to 
the Sodomites, Concerning whom the Holy 
Ghoſt found nothing ſo much as like to any 
vertuc, which might be commended or imi- 


{E tated in them, unlefle perhaps, it may have 
Dd, 


The Sodomites 
aad no yertucs 


B&/ alittle reliſh of vertue that the King of $Ss- 
2 dome after Abrahams victory over the fourc 
Se: Kings, Gen.14.17,21. Went outto meete A- 
braham, and willed him to give uato him the 
perſons, and take the goods for a booty to his owne uſe, There 
may ſeeme to be a ſmall ſhadow of gratitude in that hee was wil- 
ling that Abraham ſhould enjoy the ſpoile, bur if wee confider the 
matter better, this will ſhew it ſelfe to be rather a vice, for firſt, hce 
doth not ſo much as thanke Abrahams for his hazard and paines in figh- 
ting withthoſe Kings, that had vanquiſhed himſelfe and his contc- 
derate Kings, and made Captives anumber of his ſubjes, and alſo | 
that whereas both perſons and booty wete all Abrahams by the 
Law of Armes, becauſe he had wonne them in barell, yer he is | 
bold to demand the perſons as if they were due unto himſelfe. | 
hone Icannot perccive any goodat all inthis King,or any of his | 
UDJECTS, | | 
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Ther fates in] Bur for their faults and vices they be many and great. The Hgly 
general. Ghoft ſpeaketh of them in generall and more particularly, Firſt 
generall,Gen.13.13. that they were wicked and ſinners before the Lid, 
exceedingly, and Gen.18.20, The cy of Sodome and Gomorrah « greg 
and their finne 1 very grievous, Loe you may ſce in them, that the 
wicked nature of man is apt to become out of meaſure finfull, and oy 
bring forth exceeding grievous finnes, and ſuch as make a mighty 
cry'.in the cares of God, even as it were wearying his patience ang 
challenging his juſtice for revenge.. As a thing beginning to ro 
becomes exceeding rotten, even till it come to be very filth anddin, 
and a man beginning to tumble downethe hill, makes no ſtop rill he 
come to the very bottome of the hill. For both Gods righreauſ. 
neſſe is offended and provoked to puniſh them for a preſumptuoys 
and wilfull finne, by giving them over to their owne blindneſſe 
and hardneſfe, and to Satans power and temptations, and alſo Satan| 
is carneſt to thruſt ſinners forward in the pathes of iniquity, that if it 
were poſſible, hee might ſatisfie his hatred againſt mankinde, by 
making them all as bad as himſelfe, and alſo corrupt nature ir ſclf 
finding pleaſure, delight, and-content in finne, is made more and 
more prone to ſinne, and ſo proccedeth further and further, till the 
Lord ſhall ſtrip them þy oppoſing of his juſt-vengeance, and cutting 
them off in the midſt of their wilderace. | 

Learne we therefore to take heed of the beginnings of evill, and 
eo licenſe our ſelves tocommir any finne out of a conceit that it is 
ſmall and little, or yet becauſe wee meanc to doe it but once, and 
then anend, for ſfinne once committed will quickly returne to tempt! 
us againe, ahd will more cafily prevaile to breake forth the ſecond 
time then the firſt, and the third then the ſecond and fo forward.” Tis] 
aotin a falling mans choice and powerto ſtop himſelfe when himſelf 
pleaſeth, nor inone that is ſinking in deepe waters to tay himſelfe 
from ſinking to the very bottome. And alittle finne doth but make 
way for a greater till at length there be ſpace enough for the greatel 
of allto enter, yea harderit will be to abſtaine from the fowlelt and 
moſt grievousatthe Jaſt,then from the very leaſt of all at the firſi,pre- 
ſume not therefore to ſinne out of any ſuch conceir. 

Againe, if wee have finned in ſmaller degrees of evill, or once or 
twice done amiſſe, let us make haſt to repent and turne, humbling our 
ſelves and craving power and helpe againſt our owne naughrineſſe, 
otherwile it is certaine, that extremity of the moſt horrible wicked- 
nefles will grow upon us, and wee ſhall become like them of Sodom, 
grievous ſinners, and exceeding wicked before the Lord, and our fins 
alſowill grow ſo rooring, as to waken the Lord out of his ſlumber of 
paticnce and forbcarance, yea and if God have ſtopped usin thepaths 
of finne, and not left us to the higheſt degree of wickednefle, we muſt 
acknowledge his goodnefſle in keeping us from ſuchexceſſe of naugh- 

tineſle, a beware of boaſting our ſelves becauſe wee are not ſtarke 
| naught; for did not a divine power reſtraine and bridle corruption, - 
0 
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hold it downe as it were by ſtrong hand, there is no man inthe world | 
{ civill and ſo moderate, buthe would breake forth into the greateſt ! | 
exorbitancy of wickednefle, as rhe leaſt coale of fire if it be nouriſhed | 
with fewell and incited with blowing, will undoubtedly breake forth | 
:ntoa conſuming flame within a little ſpace of time. If we be lefſe 
evill then others, God is more good to us, not our ſelves more good | | 
in our ſelves. Every carkafle would breed wormes if it were not im- 
balmed or ſome way preſcrved from putrifying. | 

But now wee procecd to confiderthe finnes of Sodowe more particu- | Their fines 
larly. Firſt, as wee finde them recorded by cMeſes in Geneſes, next PO 
xthe Prophet Ezekiel doth afterwards taxe them by way of upbrai- 1c, * © 
ding 1ſrael with the ſame abhominations. The firſt finne noted in the | 
Sodornites is, Gen. 1444. that having ſerved the King of Shinar twelve | 
| yeares, inthe 14 they rebelled. Thoſethat have beene ſubdued by | 
another Prince, and received the yoke of ſubjeRion at length, cove-| 
[nanting Homage and obedience (as in ſuch caſe they alwaies doe to. 
cedeemetheir lives by their ſervice) upon ſuch and ſuch conditions, 
|madeberwixtthe conquerourand conquered, are very weary of the | 
yoke for the moſt part, and watch all advantages of making themſelves 
free againe by rebe!lion, whenſocver they thinke themſelves ſtron 
enough to juſtific and beare out their rebellions : but without doubr, 
this courſc is finfull and unlawfull, becauſe it is a manifcft breach of an | 
oath and covenant, which oughrto be firmely kept amongſt men even | 
though a mans covenants be made to his owne diſadvantage. There. | 
for was the Lord greatly diſpleaſed with Zedekiah the laſt of Salo- | 
mos race Ithinke, that fate on rhe rhrone of David, becauſe he re- | 
|belled againſt the King of Babell Nebuchadnezzar, who had conque- | 
redthe land and made himſelte King over it, for ſo ſaith Zzekiel the | 
Prophet,Chap.17.ver.15. He rebelled againſt the King of Babel in ſen- | 
ding his Ambaſſadours to Egypt, ſhall heeſcape that doth ſuch things ? or | | 


q 


[hall he breake the covenant and bee delivered ? as I live ſaith the Lord | 
God, ſurely in the place whoſe oath hee deſpiſed and whoſe covenant hee 
brake, be ſhalld dic, and wer.18. Seeing he deſpiſed the oath, by brea- | 
Fog the Covenant when he had given bis hand and bath done all theſe_— 
tmngs, hee ſhall not eſcape. The Lord you ſceis offended with ſuch 
akinde of rebellion and puniſheth it, becauſe it is as you ſee a deſpi- 
ling of an oath and breachofa covenant. For indeed this is the wa 
\fotrouble the world and make warres everlaſting : though it be a 
= 1n aneighbour Prince without juſt cauſc and ground, to make 
Doe nod oo by Fea in, ai. ang bong how under 
[US yoke ; yet when God by his providence hath made him conque- 
hel Bs gt of oe CORUIIIEG 109 pain _ ” {ub. 
, ow covenants and agreements of peace have becne 
| || j<2ncluded upon, the breaking of the covenants doth violatetherules 
| I [*f truth and faithfullnefſe amongſt men, and breeds new troubles and | 
i | 


vroyles there, where might have beene much peace and proſperity | 
they would have beenecontented to have borne the yoke as Jeremy | | 
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is wiſhed to cemmand the Kings whom NebuchadnezZar had con. 
quered that they ſhould doe, Chap. 31, 2.----9. The Lord then, 
that is alover of truth and peace, doth not likely leave ſuch rebelli. 
ons urpuniſhed. 

This therefore muſt cauſe us to deteſt much more, as a much more 
plaine and fearefull crime, the finne of rebellion, againſt thoſe more 
rightfull Kings and Princes, ro whom we owe more ſubjeCion, as 
being borh naturall borne ſubje&s, and alſo having tyed our ſelys; 
by an oath of allegiance and loyalty, for the more confirming of ys 
in our duty, and ſtronger tying our conſciencesto it. And the Pope 
that-raketh upon him ( for his owne advantage you may be lure) 
to diſſolve and unlooſe ſuch oathes, diſpencing with them, and pre. 
tending to free mens conſciences from rhe obligation ofthem, and 


Prove.24+21, 


| 2 They men- 


ded net by 


4 IMC, 


Prov.2g.1. 


Ita, I, &, 


| Jer.2.z0. 


from all danger of finne by breaking them, carrieth himſclfe «x. 


| and ſhew all good fideliry and allegiance unto him for conſcience, 
| Rebellion againſt our Kings cannot be ſeperated from rebellion againſt 


! EO 1 F 
caci coathiles | 


cecding wickedly, and is moſt extreamely injurious ro the conlci. 
| ences of men, and to the peace of the world, and moſt impudently 
| bolde apainſt the name of God, and the ſacred and inviolablce power | 
of an oath. Bee you advertiſed, that this is to ſet himſelfe aboye 
God, in undertaking to diſpence with an oath taken by the holy 
name of God, which the Lord himſelfe did never yer diſpence 
withall, for hee that diſpenceth with rhe conſcience, muſt be Lord! 
of the conſcience, and hee that cifſolveth an oath, muſt be greater 
then he that bindeth to the oath, and by the oath, and that is the 
living God alone, whoſe Name is invocated in an oath. Where- 
fore abhorre you this man of ſinnes impious boldneſſe, and leame 
alſo to abhorre all manner of rebellion, learning of Salomon, not to 
meddle with the ſeditious, but to feare God and honour the King, 


| God, and this alſo is like the finne of witchcraft or Idols. If Mo 
muſt beare the yoake of the King of Bahell, how much more every 
people of rheir natural! Liege, Lord and Soveraigne ? And this isthe 
firſt fin of the Sodomites. 

The next is, that when the Lord did ſcourge them by the handof 
| Amraphel and his confederates, ſo that they loſt the day, and many 


| of them their lives, and the reſt their liberties and their go0ds, and 
| afrer delivered them againe by the valour of Abraharn, they. were 
' not any whit amended by this chaſtiſement, but their wickedaeſſc 

continued (till to make the ſame out-cry and ſhrill clamour in the cares 

of God, as he told Abraham before. It is a great wickedneſle, not 
' ro profit by correions; Hee that hardeneth his heart being often tt- 
| proved, much more correted, ſhall ſurely fall into miſchiefe. God 
| complaines of Iſrael, why ſhould yee bee ſmitten any more? and againe 
thy children would receive ns corre tion, Tt is agreat provocation ad 
| man againſt his infertours, if he have puniſhed them for any offence, 
| and cannot finde them one whit amended. Incorrigiblenefle increa- 
| ſeth wrath in all ſuperiours. For, firſt it is a fruſtration of their hope 
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and labours, and that is tedious. Secondly, it is a proofe that the 
offender is ntterly heardened in an evill courſe, and that doth ſtop 
the way againſt all further proceeding of clemency, and makes juſtice 
2rme it ſcife with vengeance, when mercy would be but abuſed if 
ir ſhould ſhew it ſelfe. Bee warned therefore to compare your 
oawne ſelves with theſe Sodomites, and judge betwixt the Lord and 


your ſelves, if you alſo have not profited naught by his corre&i- 


1 will preſſe the point upon you in reſpet of every mans owne 
articular, hath not God affiited thee 2 made thee groane and com- 
plaine with lofles and crofles, and more then one or two calamities, 
[and yetafter deliverance granted, you have returned to your vomit, 
[and againe are become wallowers in the mire, even giving over 
your ſelves to theſelte ſame crime, for which your owne foules did 
(mite you in your miſeries, and told you plainely that for thoſe very 
things rhe Lord ſent thoſe teſtimonies of his diſpleaſure againſt 
you, ſo great is that aggravation of thy fault, and will cauſe 
the Lord to make his rods more ſmatting, and if future amend- 
[ment upon furure and worſe croſſes doe not come betwixt, to 
cut thee of and deſtroy thee at once, as here you ſee in Sodwmne. 
Indeed the moſt horrible abomination that they did publikely 
live in', required ſo extraordinary and publike a puniſhment, 
[but the particular fault of one particular man in a matter. vile 
h though net ſo loathſome, ſhall ſurely procure another 
and a forer chaſtiſement, or elſe even utrer deſtruQtion at length. 
Let this admonition enter into your ſoules, and move you to re- 
pent now of that hardnefle of your hearts, which cauſeth you 
not to repent upon a former adverſity, or elſe be ſure, that you 
ſhall treaſure up wrath to your ſelves againſt the day of wrath, you 
that doe preſently lie under any hand of God, ſer ro the matter of 
finding our and reforming your offences, and be mnch more carneſt. 
with God to make the crofle profitable to you in that behalfe, then 
to remove it from your ſhoulders. And you that have come lately 
'outof a crofſe, and now are gotten againe into a large place, beware 
of forgetting the hand of God, ler the preſent exhortation ſtirre you 
[up to doe better then the Sodomites, Say in your conſciences, was 
not a great folly in them, and a juſt forerunner of their finall ruine 2 
[that captivity tooke away nothing from their ſinnes : why will you 
\commir the ſame finne which you cannot but condemne in them 2 
' They had no publike admoniſhioner amongſt them, that did cen- 
[tinually perſwade them to profit by rhat calamity, and putting them 
1n remembrance of the lamentable condition in which they were 
falne, wiſhed them carneſtly to ſtudy reformation of life. God hath 
[made you his people, hath ſetled his ordinances amongſt you, and 
cealeth not daily to remember your of your duty : without doubt 
your finne in not being bettered by croſſes, ſhall offend him 10.times 
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er. 


| 


more then that of Sodorne, and you ſhall finde by cxperience, rharthe 
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| | wilfulncſſe is the greater, by how much the mcanes of reclaiming have 

| beene greater, | 

3. They were! I proceed now to a third finne, and that 1s their unnaturall filths. 

| |unnacurallybil| neffe, in offering ro commit thar foule crime of buggery with the! 
ck ſtrangers that came to lodge amongſt them for anight, and were by 

| men as they conceived by their ourward behaviour, though indeed 

they were Angels. Take notice of the lewdneſle of theſe, worſetheq| 

beaſts, and learne to have 1t/ in utter deteſtation. Firſt, the crime! 

it ſelfe. Secondly, the circumitances aggravating rhe crime. 


br Sp crime] Thecrime it (clfe is that baſe and vile, and worlethen bruttſh wi. 
ir(clte, | kednefle, of confounding the ſexes which God hath in the creatigg 
| diſtinguiſhed. For he made the Male and Female, bur theſe beaſts 
would needes ſo much as was in them, take away thar ſo neceſſary 
and uſefull deſtintion, and would have abuſed Males as if they had 
beene Females, and turned men into women for the ſatisfation of 
their prodigious luſt, and that not out of a kind of forced neccſliy, 
becauſe in the boyling of their unruly appetitethere was not a woman 
to be had, but meerely our of the ſinnetulneſle of their defires, which! 
made them take more delight in that which was againſt nature, and| 
"cn the naturall ſociety of the woman, they flamed in their luſts 
O 


[towards man-kind, and as they had no queſtion wrought villanic 


| one with another, ſo now they would have violently committed 
| the ſame outrage upon others, This is an horrible finne, forbidden 
by God in the Law under paine of death, Zev.20,13. the Apoſtle 


ſaith, 1 Cor.g9. that abuſers of themſelves with man-kinde, ſhall not inte- 
rit the kingdome of God. It thcre be any light of nature leftin a mars! 
| minde, he cannot but ſce the wickednefſle of this fact ; for ſecing} 
'the Lord ordeined the conjuftion of man and woman, for the in- 
/peopling of the world and multiplication of man-kind, ir cannot bur 
| be againſt nature altogether to power out luſt in ſuch a foule faſhion, 
as that it becommeth utterly impoſſible to attaine the proper end of 
ſuch meeting, wherefore they are carried brutiſhly after ſenſuall ples 
ſure withaverſeneſſe from the fruit that God and nature intend, which 
; doe give themſelves over to this filthineſſe. This is the crime of S- 
 domitry, ſo entitled from theſe Monſters of men that were the firſt 
| publike committers of ir, But how ordinary it was in Athens and 
| Rome among both Latine and Grecian even Philoſophers and men 
' accounted worthy and excellent 2 the Stories will not ſuffer us tobe 
ignorant, And S, Paul affirmes, that the Lord of purpoſe to avenge 
' himſelfe upon their impiety, in not finding out his true worſhip, 
Rom, 123,24, CP4anging the Image of the incorruptible God into an image made ike 
unto 4 corruptible man, and worſhipping the creature beſides the Credr, 
| did give them up unto uncleaneneſſe in their owne hearts luſts, to diſhowar 
| their bodies among ft themſeives, and thoſe that changed the truth of 60d, 
that truch which concerned God and the knowledge of him, /# 4 
lie, and ſerup images of him, did after put out the light of naturcinto | 
 darknefle, and the naturall uſe into that which was againſt _ 
| OW 
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Now how ſhould it come to paſſe, that any one induced with' reaſon 
ſhould! grow ſo utterly unreaſonable, as to preferre this filthincſle 
before that which is agreeable to the courſe of nature's. Surel 


the Sodomites. 
- 


becauſe when luſt hath once taken poſſeſſion- of man, and:that he 


doth not finde his expected fſarisfation therein, then: the; Divell 
inflameth his. fancics to try, new and, ftrange- wayes of .contenting 
himſelfe, untill he have multiplied his finnefull inventions to. the 


 nrmoſt, and ſpent himſelfc in a truiclefle purſuing of what he cannot 


overtake. 


Now conſider the ſeverall aggravations of theirſinne, Firſt, in re- 


dof the perſons to whom they intended to offer this villanie, even 
[men that came within their gates to lodge and ſecke ſhelter from 
wrongs. Had they not filthy perſons enough among themſelves to 
pleaſc their libidinous fancies withall « but they muſt force honeſt 
and vertuous men to ſuffer ſuch an indignity. Luſt is ever the more 
blameworthy in exerciſing it {clfe, by how much it uſeth more vio- 
[lence to effe& its defire, Tt prevaileth by force worſe then by per- 
{wafion, although wickedly enough cither way, for here is a double 
\yrong done to the ſame perſon, one of polluting, another forcing 
roſufter. Abhorre you all manner of impurities, but eſpecially loath 
togive luſt ſuch an headſtrong command over you, that it ſhould com- 
pell you by force and ſtrength to compel! others to ſuffer yourunchaſt 


becauſe it is the greater, elſe the Lord will violently puniſh him, thar 
violently abuſed another. | 

Apaine beware of offering hard meaſure to a ſtranger, the more 
helplefle any man is, the more charity commandethto pity.him, the 
lefſe to wrong him : eſpecially to be ſo maddedwith luſt, as that a 
manſhould impure one with filthy afſayes whom he never ſaw before, 
this is to ſhew a moſt licentious and unſatisfiable humour, that is not 
contented, unleſle beaſt-like, it may have any it ſees at any time. 
That luſt will know no bounds which is carried after every ſtranger, 
nd it is the property of luſt, when it hath overlaſhed more then it 
ought, to disdaine all boupds and limits. Perhaps theſe Angels ap- 
peared in the forme of very beautifull young men, and that might 
cule the filthy Sodomites to caſt libidinous lookes upon them, bur 
towſocyer it was, luſt doth not confine it ſclfe alwayes to beauty, 
'fisof a raunging humour and loveth variety, and might it have all 
nthe world bur one, it would not be pleaſed without that one alſo, 
Sother defires in their kindes are infiniteand inſatiable. 

Another aggravation of their wickedneſle, is from the perſons thar 
committed it, not one vile fellow, or three or foute companions in 
|Willany, conſented together to a ſuch a hidcons' part, but all the 
[\nen of the-city, ould and yourg, all from every. quarter-afſembled 
togerher, by which it is manifeſt, that the City was univerſally cor- 
Upted, and that there was not a civill honeſt man left amongſt them, 
V 


but! 


offers. And if any man hath by wreſtling, and ſtriving, and might | 
even overcome a refiſting perſon, let him bewaile the finne the more, | - 
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| bur all were turned. abhominable buggerets, and did:take pleaſure 
| either to a that filthineffe themſelves or to fee it afted by other,, 
\ Ir is a fearefull thing, when” fuch grievous crimes grow commay, 
| Fg , 
| when all commir them or like of them, none reproveth, none op. | 
| poſeth them, but every one makes another worſe then he would be, 
| and no man willthinke that wicked, which 1s done by cach man inthe! 
| towne or countrey, as well as by himſelfe. Men follow finnc amaine, 
| when they ſwimme downe the ſtreame of example unto it ; they| 
ke themſclves bold tro doe what all doe, and can hardly make 
'themſclves beleeve they offend-ingoing with the heard as it it were, 
| O ler us reliſt the overgrowing of finne, the overipreading of all,| 
rharit benot as a ſpreading fretting leprofic : Seldome is it, that hi. 
| deous. finnes grow common, bur that fome common vengeancefal. 
lowerh, and yet you ſee the narureeven of the wort finnes co be ſuch, 
'that they will ſpread rthemfclyes by little and become univerſall di. 
ſeaſes, and when every man haththem, none knowes how to be aſhy 
'med of them,or carerh ro curc them. 
| But ſee here the old decrepit goares, that were now {ſcarce able 
ro ſee or heare or. wag abroad, yct theſe had as luſtfull mindes asthe 
/youngelt there, and what they could not aCt becauſe of weakeneſſe,! 
yet the ſtreogth of their unmortified luſts did make them delight to; 
behold, and attempt to performe ſo farre as they could. Ir is nor 
that will quench loft, this fault ſtriketh in the fancy and will not 
cured by bodily inabilities, they can love to ſpeake wantonly, andto 
attempt this worſt of .cvill, that yet are imporent throughage. But] 
ah, it is a moſt undecent thing to ſee the ſinnes of youth prevailingin 
times of age, it were monſtrous to behold greene apples on a mee! 
in winter, Ifthe froſt of age cannot nip the bloſſomes of libidinows 
defires, how great was that heate ! who can thinke thar he 1satal 
mortified in other things, where nature afforderh lefle helpe, that 
harh not prevailed againſt the things that ſhould even die of them-1 
ſclves. Buritisfure, /chat length of cime will not conquer his hatetul 
paſſion, unlefle grace be granted from above, the elder adultereris 
the moſt neighing, he defireth ſo much. the more, by how much he 
| cay effe&t lefie, as you fee it in ſome kind of creatures who the 
knite hath cauſed to cafe ro be perfect males. O if any old man 
 mongft you have a wanton heart, head, hand, rongue, and gives him- 
' ſclfeto pleaſe himſelfe with dalliances, and laſcivious geſtures, words: 
and cairiages, let him be exceedingly abafed in himfelfe, the cot- 
ſideration of ones ancientneſſe makes the leaſt attempt in him maſe} 
[loathſome, thenany a& ina young ſtripling, ſo long as one is carticd, 
| with tho feryour of youth-ro fiich offences, rhere is hope tharagenill 
temper, but in whonr thefe fires continue ſparkling, when his 
is Iitcle warmer then adead carkaſle, what hope can be conccivedot 
| his amendment 7 whar charity can thinke that hee will ever bee| 
' chaſte © forkee is not-chafjerhar cannoe, bur hee that wilt not be laſc- 
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But ſee here young men as well as old, the Holy Ghoſt nameth | 
not alone men come to the vigour of their youth, but eventhe youn- 
ger youths that were ſcarce paſt child-hood, theſe alſo learnt of! 
theclder, and it pleaſed them to be preſent where filthy deedes were 
done. Verily, child-hood will ſoone receive the infe&ion of luſt; | 
and there is ſcarce a finne that will ſhew it ſelfe more early in imita- 
ting thoſe evill ſpeeches or actes it heares or ſees; young ones will 
drinke in this poiſon precd'y's and will ſhew that themſelves areof 
kinheto the elder, by bendingthe ſame way. How carcfull therefore 
ſhould elder perſons be, to forbeare all ſuch wordes and carriages 
before theſe buds, as may begin to ſeaſon with evill too too timely 2 
and why ſhould any be ſo naught as yer ſome parents have beene, ro 
delight to reach their childeren libidinous ſongsand carriages 2 ſome | 
loveſinne ſo well, that they delight to inſtru young ones in this foule | 
and obſcene trade. Hath any amongſt you ſpate out this venome in 
the preſence of young ones, to make them ſooner wicked then elſe 
they would £ O how very great is his finne, whoſe filthineſſe will 
live in another when himſclfe is dead. A man hath more cauſeto 
bewaile the contagion of his luſt in this kinde, then the luſt it ſelfe in | 
himſelfe, he may kill it by repentance,bur what will he doe toſtop the | 
contagion inanother. | | 


Againe, the fault is exceedingly aggravated from the manner of | . From the ; 
doing. Firſt, they carried themſclyes moſt impudently in this mar- | 9anncr of do- 
ter, they ſtucke not to tell their minde plainly, bring them out to ws, | © * 
ſay they, and they doe not pretend any honeſt errand, nor will ſo 
much as goe abour the buſh alittle to ſhelter their navghrineſſe, rill 
opportunity ſerved to put it in praife, but as if ir were the moſt 
honeſt occaſion that might be, they proclaime, that wee may know 
thew. The Holy Ghoſtabhorrethturpitude of ſpeech, and therefore | 
delivers their meaning in a modeſt phraſe, but whither they affeted 
any ſuch modeſt vaile of ſpeaking, its greatly queſtionable, at leaſt it 
is more probable, that thoſe which would declare their mindes fo 
openly and ſo loudly, would utter it alſo as broadly, for ſhame'is the 
onely pull. backeto theſe kinde of looſe ſpeeches. Menfeare to ſpeake 
Frolcly, becauſe they would not be thought ſo vile as to delight in 
Ithineſſe, and he that would be knowne ;to intend {uch alcudneſſe, 
[no queſtion but he would alſo pleaſe himſclfe inthe worſt phraſes he 
could invent, _ 

- Impudency in ſinne, eſpecially in this finge againſt which God | 
(hach pleaſed to arme corrupt nature with ſome degree of ſhame; for 
Wereit not a matter of reproach to offend inthis kinde, how few would 
{live chaſtely in their younger and wilder dayes? nay ſcarce intheir 
(clder. Mens credit is dearer to them then their ſoule, pleaſure would 
conquer conſcience in thoſe in whom ir cannot conquer vaine-glory: 
but 1 ſay impndency in all finnes, chiefely in this finne, doth make 
out of meaſure wicked : they canner bluſh,faith the Propher, they de- | 1193-94 
\lare their ſinne like Sodome, they know not how to be aſhamed when wy | | 

.- - | V 2 = Cn 


dd 


230 Gave The Example of Cua e190, Ki 


[had dane evill. It is aGigne that aman hath ſtripe higmſelfe of the 
| nature of a man when he begin not to be aſhamed of ſinne. cſpeci. | 
| f Fi kl 


- 


ally not of this ſine. A beaſt hathnot the updexſtanding ro dilcery 
the turpirude of evill, therefore he cannot be aſhamed, fo the ſhame. 
leſſe isturned into a very beaſt, having laſt the ſence of good ang! 
evill : ſuch aone,if any, hath gotten to himſelfe that which is calleq 
a reprobate minde, a minde that cannot tric or proove things, tha 
can put no difference. 

Therefore learneto preſerve ſhamefaſtneſle in your ſelves, andtg' 
know how to bluſh,it is the colour of vertue in the younger ſort,which 
ſhould onely therefore be ſeparated from elder perſons, becaule they 
ſhould rhen be more perfe& then to ſay or doc things that might oc. 
caſſon ir,clſe impudencic in vice is the more loathſome by how much. 
the head is grayer; Indeed want of ftore of bloud will nor giveſy 
reda hueto the checekes, but if anold man be not more confounded 
| within himſclfc for his wickedneſle then a younger, it is a figne that 

his, age hath profited little in ability of judging, and diſcerning cylll| 
from good and good from evill. It any amongſt you finde himſelf! 
to havea brazen fore-head, rhat is never a whit abaſhed at the doi 
| of evill, chiefcly of wanton deeds, that he cares not much who ſees 
or knowes, whatdirt is harbourcd in his minde, he 1s neere ncighboy! 
to 2 Sodomite. 

But as ihey did it impudently, ſo moſt wilfully, for when Lot by 
loving dehortatians, 5 (as any but a brutiſh perſon would haye cap- 
ceived) offers of that which might have better contented them, then 


that whichthey propounded (even his owne two daughters virgins)| 

et they grew diſdainefull towards him, ſtand farre of or beyond, the 

word is, Labrek beyond, as muchas in our phraſe, get thee Farther o,| 
in 


and accuſing him of grear inſolcncic, that being a ſtranger would 
needs make himſclfe a Judge, (He takes upon him as a chicte rulerin 
the conceit of a wicked manthat ſeckes to drive him from his fings) 
they fall to threaten, rhar they will deals worſe with him then with 
'rhem. So gentle words did rather cxaſperate them, then any thung 
mitigate rheix cagerneſſe, therefore the Angels pulling in Lot uny 
them into the houſe, ftrike the men with blindneffe, a kinde of git 
dincſſe of braine and dazeling of cyecs, liketo thoſe that have fed of 
ſome kinde of roote that makes them lirtle lefſe then wilde and ma 
 forthetime, they could not finde the deore by groping, and yercop 
tinued ill to wearie themſelves by groping after it. 
_ Hereis the greateſt obſtinacy and ailfulſacſſs in ſinning rhat could 
| be imagined, when not alone no loving diflwaſion could 


| withdray 
| their mindes from ſuch a ſhametpll arrempr, bur cyen rhe heayis a0 
immediarc hand of God was unable. ra pull thera backe from cantl- 
moo in thei hoorile and qurragigus onlers. (399 maighs hy 51% 
| bold them fram doing eau, by: from ingeqyouriggta Ge : 
thing would hinder; ro be-ſo, hard-hearted in afinfull' courle, $4 
| neither words opr blowes will 1p mygh as interrupt aman 46 bs 
0 j naughtinelic, : 
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htinefle, or cauſe himto turnea little aſide, or make a little ſtop 
inir, but thathe ruſheth like a horſe intorhe bartell, plunging him- | 
ſelfe in it like a madman running to drowne himſelfe,and with violence | 
friving torid himſelfe of them -rhar ſecke to hinder him from wor- | 
king his miſchicfe, this may ſceme as high a degree of finning, as that} 
ofthe Sodomites. 

O take heed thar finne lay not fo faſt hold upon you; ler it notbe 
ſo abſolute and mighty a commander. I pray you examine your 
(elves, whether you have not finned grofiely, boldly, wiltully, and | 
obſtinately in ſome other kinde, as the Sodomites in maſculine luſts, 

at leaſt whether you have not diſcovered the ſame faults in leſſer de- 

grees, and know thar more deepe remorſe and wounding of heart Is | 
neceſſary to be ſought after by all men for finnes that have fo many | 
weights attheir heeles ro make them heavier, They muſt rend our | 
ſoules more, which are laden with fuch confiderarions, Was not the | 
finne grofle 2 ' Yes. Did 1 not commir it preſumpruouſly? Yes. Did | 
[not commit it ſhamelefly « Yes. Did I nor commit it wilfully ? | 
Yes. Did Inotpeiiſt ig ir againſt dehortaions ? Yes, Was I ſofu- 
rious that ſome ſtrong hand of God befalling 1n the inſtante could 
not hinder mee 2 Yes, O then how Sodomiticall was this finne, and | 
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how ſhould I wonder that I ſhould fo farre ſurpaſlc all bounds 
and breake all bands as ro commir ſuch a crime in ſuch a man- | 0” 
ner. 
But hereis one fault particularly to be nored in: Lots ſonnes in Low, The finne of 
their Father ſaughr ro gerthem out of that place, and fo our of tha | Lote ſoancsin 
plague, and therefore by commiſſion from the Angels, went forth | would vac be 
tothem, acquainted them wirh the perill and beſought rhem to fave | Twe8 by cacie 
themſelves, rhey count his words no berter thenthe doating dreames| | 
of anold man, and will not be mooved arall, unlefſe ir be to laugh 
a him, and ſo they burne with the other 'Spdamites, becauſe they 
would not belecve their danger. Thus doe men yet ſtill pull perdi- 
tionon themſelves, the Miniſters of the Golſpcll preachto us 'to the 
ſame purpoſe, that Lor did ſpeake unto his ſonnes in Law, Come 
out of ſuch and ſuch a finne, for God will ſurely deſtroy the com- 
[mitters of it, and what ſuccefſe doe we meere withall? Afﬀer many 
an houre beſtowed in ſeeking ro make men ſee, thar ifthey doe ſuch 
things, they ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of Heaven, bur ſhall fall 
into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, wee have no 
other fruit, our words appeare to them as if they were the words of 
one that mocked or were in jeſt, they will not be made tothinke 
that any ſuch danger is neere them. Tell mee, I beſeech you what you | 
thinke 2 might not Lots two ſonnes have eſcaped this fire of Sodome_ 
if they would £ What was the cauſe of their periſhing, but becauſc 
they would not beleeverheir Father in Law 2 alſo they might have 
 [leftthe City with him and eſcaped the brimſtane. . Smely beloved 
you ſhalt be able to alledge nothing ar the laſt day to make your | 
d&firution more tollerable, for why doe you perith but be- | 
|. V 3 | _ canſe 
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cauſe you will not give credit to the threats of God 4 and 1;.| 
bour to leave all finne which you may as well indeayour to leave, 
{if your wilfullseſſe did not hinder, as Zors ſonnes might have left 
Sodom: _. 
If you ſay,we could not beleeyethoſe words. 

| Tanfſwer, true, but even as theſe wretches could not beleeve their 
| Father, becauſe by hardening themſelves in evill they had made 
themſclves obſtinare againſt every thing that croſſed their carnall de. 
b It is a fearefull finne Brethren, to be no otherwile affeed ty 
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the threats denounced againſt your finnes by Gods Miniſters, then 
as theſe graceleſle young men, even to thinke them but words of 
ſport, counterfeir words which have no truth nor ſubſtance in them, 
' but were very mockery and ſcoffage : ſo thought theſe fooliſh fel. 
| lowes, butin the morningthey were made to fecJe whatthey would 
| not beleeve at midnight; when they ſcorched inthe flames, they in 
; Vaine repented theirill entertainement of their Father in Lawes ſpee- 
| ches and per{wafions, and to no purpoſe wiſhed that they had beene 
| ; over-intreated by him. A number of you live in the ſelfe-ſame! 
| | Grne, hee that threatens hell-fire and deſiruction again(t you, for 
your drunkenneſle, filthineſle, revenge, worldlincſſe, is counted a 
mocker, an idle fellow, that knowes not what hee ſaith, but muſt 
ſay ſomething when he is gotten into his Pulpit, and no more recko- 
ning doc you make of it: but when death hath carried your ſoules 
to hell, then you ſhall too lare accuſe your owne folly, and wiſh] 
| you had hearkened with more belicfe. O accept theſe rhreats with 
faith, that they may draw you out of finne and fave you out of 
hell. : | 

Other Ganes | The fines of Sedome related by <Aroſes you have heard of. 
| of che $odo- | The Prophet Ezekiel by way of upbraiding 1ud«/, relates ſore 
—_ : other finnes together, with this, as, you may reade, Ezek, 16, 49, 
ECT | Pride, fullneſſe - of bread, and abundance of idleneſſe were in he, 
- | and in her daughters, and they ſtrengthened not the hand of the ont 


f the pon 
and needy, and they were haughty and committed abhomination befart 


MeECYP | 
Pride is a great! Firlt, the” Holy Ghoſt telleth us of their pride, this is a grievols 
_, vice, pride of heartis afearcfull finne. *Tis like agreat ſwelling in 

the body, which unfittcth it for any good ſervice, and is apt topi-| | 
Its nature ſul-| trifie, and to breake and runne with loathſome and foule matter. 0 
HI Geng. doth this pride diſable the ſoule from any good duty, and at {ef 
| | breakes forth into moſt odious and filthy deeds that caule itto betedi- 
| ous to God and man, . The Scripture often condemneth it, and pro- | 
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| , nounceth heavie threats: againſt ir, Pſal.73.6. a wicked man is bla-! 
| ' | med, becauſe pride compaſſeth him as a garment, he weareth ir upot 
| | himſelfe as ſome faire and gorgeous robe of which hee is ſo farre| 
| from being aſhamed, thathe rejoycerh in it, and chinketh-himſelfe 
| | to be made more comely and honourable by. it, 'and Prov. $.13. hee 
| | faith, 25e fearc of God is to hate pride, amongſtother things there ar 
k ' med, 
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(did iglnly beleeve it, and conſider of it, hee could not poſſibly be 
upwith a good conceit of himſelfe. Burt his high fancies are 
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Dd be muſt needs be concluded to be a fearefull offence, the ha-| 


wed of which muſt needs ariſe from the feare of God, Ir is bla- 
med in an Heathen Nation, Jer.48.29. Wee have heard of the pride 
of Moab, he is exceeding proud, his loftineſſe, arrogancie and pride, and 
the hanghtiveſſ of his heart, The Prophet faith of the Tewes too, Chap. | 
13-13- that hee will weepe in ſecret places for their pride, And our | 
Gyiour reckoning up that abhominable litter and broode of finnes ! 
which have their originall in mans heart, that is, his corrupt in- | 
ward diſpoſition, amongſt the reſt nameth pride, cAlarke7.22. And 
how much God hateth this vice, is evident by the threats which in 
his Word he hath thundred againſt it. S. Petey ſaith, 1 Epif. Chap. 
5.5. God reſiſteth the proud, hee ſets himſelfe againſt him as in an | 
mic ordered for the barrell, he is alwaies in the field as it were \ 
with his troopes ranked and ready to give the onſet and rake every 
ladvantage of doing him miſchicfe, Sa!omon faith, Prov.1r.2. When 
[pride commeth then commeth a fall, a man is apt to runne into moſt | 
hamefull faults, and ſo tobring upon himſelfe the greateft of all re- 
proaches when once hee giveth pride the pofleſſion of his heart, and 
aer, Prov.16.28. Pride goes before dcſtruttion. This finne is a ne- | 
|cefſary forerunner of ruine, it.is an Harbenger to note our a lodging | 
place for miſery and calamity, and Chap.29.23. LA mans pride ſhall 
wing him low, truly low enough, even as low as hell it ſelfe, for | 
mult ir not needes-caſt him low and low that maketh God his atrer 
enemy. js 

Ir Fw" be aloathſome vice, if wee confider the cauſes whence | 


thing but ignorance or follie or both; Ignorance is the notknowing 
of what one ſhould know, Folly che not uſefull conſidering of whar ' 
one doth know, and were not the heart made ſtarke blinde with one 
orboth of theſe vices, it could never ruſh into pride. For ſo mean is 
1manin his very Creation that he comes of duſt and nothing, and in 
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tcomes, and the fruits which ir produceth. The roote of ir is no- | 


; Ignorance 


what? 
Folly what? 


(hisfinfull corruption, now much more meance when he is of his Fa- 

ther the Divell as the Scripture ſaith, nothing but the- ſpawne of 

Hell, and a very baſtard miſ{-begotren by the Prince of darkenefle, 

and ſubje& to ſo many miſeries here, and ro ſuch a weight of eternal 

miſery hereafter, rhat if he wereduely informed of this baſeneſfe,and 
x 


ever ſtrong and working in him, when his heart is ſo filled up with 


|darkenefſe and blindneſſe, thar either he doth not art all or not cer- 


fancy know theſe things. A drunken beggar will carry himſelfe 
like ſome Emperour, and he cares forno man, becauſe he hathnot the 
wit totake notice of his owne baſcneſſe.' So it is with the proud 
man, 'ſo'very a foole hee isthat hee cannor inftrut 'himſelfe of his 
owne contemptibleneſlſe, and therefore he is apr to belifted upin him- 
(elfe, now folly and ignorance be ſo vile things themſelves, thatno 


-—-% ma ofthemcan chooſe but be like themſclveseven finfulland 
Wicked. 
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Luke 18,1 4. 
| 114,23.9, 


{c]fe, not regarding who be hur ſo himſclfe bepleaſed, ſclfe-willed 


| Againe, the effeQs of it are exceeding hunfull, the puniſhment ix 
cauſeth the Lord ro lay upon men are grear, as you heard he.) 
fore, he is a proicfied enemy to him; hee hath threatned to pull him 
downe, Hee that exalteth himfelfe ſhall be abaſed. God will' marre the,\ 

pride of men and ſtaine their cxcellencie, and he plagues them oftenin/ 

their bodies and ſtates, by giving them upto ſuch abſurd carriages, a; 

; doe pull ruine upon themſelves, and alwaics in their ſoules by giving 
them upto the hardneſſe of their hearts, ſo that they be of allthe 
| moſt impenitentand irrcformable, and therefore it is ſaid, that when 
| God will convert a man he covers his pride by chaſtiſements, and 
| when 7eremy chargeth the people to amend and give glory to God 
; before his judgements coine upon them, hee faith, sf you will ng 
heare my ſoule ſhall weepe in ſecret for your pride, noting that this fil. 
[thy pride doth even ſtop up the carcs againſt all wholeſomeadvertile. 
'memts.O how fearctull a vice is that which cuts off the way toall) 
amendment, by turning away the care from receiving inſtruction;the 
 principall inſtrument of working amendment? 
| Bur it produceth many ſinfull carriages in all reſpects. 

Firftin reſpeR of all perſons. Secondly of all fates. Thirdly,of al 
qualities. For perſons, it makes him in whom ir ruleth, and fo fans 
as it waleth rebellious againſt Gods precepts, carelefſe of his promi. 
ſes, and regardlefſe of his threats, ſo that hee deſpiſeth and con- 
| remneth all the aurhority of God, and will nor be guided by.his coun-} 
(ſell. Caine was a proud man you all know, hce would never elle] 
have killed his Brother on that quarrell whereof you heard. Now} 
when God himſelfe came to admonifh him and diſſwade him from 
that murder, it was all in vaine, hee would not hearken to God, 
ok continued ' to. harbour malice till it brake forth into bloud: 

ed, 


. InreſpeR of men, for ones ſelfe it makes him ſelfe-iſh,all for him- 


| 


| 


and heady, fo thar no counſcll will rule, bur hee will head ſtrongly 
like amadded beaſt runneon in his owne race, as the Capraines that 
came to Jeremy for counſcll, becauſe they were proud men, andg| 
the Scripture notes would not accept: of his counſell. - And it fills 
him full alwaies of diſcontent, fretting and vexation, nothing, no pet- 
ſon can pleaſe him, he is till finding faults, juſt like one that hah 
| a ſwelling upon his hand, ſomething or other roucheth it (till and | 
' drives him to out-crics. 
' And forothers, towatds his {uperiours he is undutifull and will not} | 
| heed their words nor be ruled by them. He thinkes himſelfe roo good 
| toiroceive their correction or reproofes or chaſtiſements,and grones 
| worſe ratherthen better; Forhis inferiours he is likely tyrannicall and | 
| Lioolike,and cares not how he diſgriceth, and wrongeth, and over-pl | 
| niſheth chemating and ftriking,and laying about him even fornothing 
or as good-/25 nothing. Fort thoſe-thar are more: proſperous then 
himſclfe and, excell 'himiinany thing he is ever-envious and ſpiteful | 
1; hoof 
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| lignces them for it. Forthoſe that arc below him,he is ſcorne- | I rr 
bole difdainctull, and inſolent in deriding and fleighting-them, 
far his <quals hee is arrogant and inſolent too, fill lifting himfelfe 
above them and preferring himlclfe before them. If he mcete with 
men in agoodeltare he grydgeth at them, if with miſcrable men he | 
{cgrmes them, ang paſſerh by them pirtileſly, if not ſcoffingly. And | 
joyards all in genceall, he is camtemtious and froward, -ready to picke | 
and proſecure quarrells, tro make thework of every thing, and to reke 
all wich the left hand ready to work in proud wrath, quickly angry , 
and apt to vent his anger in lofty and ſcornefull ſpeeches, compa- 
rings,revilings,upbraidings. It he deale with friends,he is unthanke. 
full, they muſt behis ſlaves ſtill ro humour -hima in every thing, alſo | 
all foriner goodturnes, are forgotten; towards his enemies he is in- 
fgjrely revengtull, cares not what ill he doththem in requirall, and 
will ſcarce ever forget an imaginary wrong. I meane ſuch a one as 
dath ſeeme none to any but himſelfe, and thoſe whom he hath made + 
crooked by a fallc and partall relation. Thus ia reſpe& of per- 
{oRs. y 
| For cſtates give him adverſity, he is ſullen, dogged,impatient,can- 
[not ſtoope toir : blamesevery body for it and cares not what ſhifts 
heuſcth ro get out. Give him proſperity, he abuſeth ir-and doth | 
miſchicfe with it, at leaſt doth no good with it but makes it an in- 
inunent of ſerving his pride andother luſts, fo that hee is good for 
rthing in any place, he can ſtoope to no burden, nor buckle to no | 
ervice, bcing juſt like a goutie egg, well neither lying ill nor ſtir- 
ing,or a ficke body neither well a bed nor up. 
"Por qualities,the good qualities of others he knowes howto vitiate, 
traduce, calumniate and make them ſeecme vices, and will have ſome- 
what to ſay to blemiſh them. For bad qualities he makes them worſe 
then they be, aggravates them by miſ-relating, and turnes them into a 
k&& and laughter, ſcorning rather then pitying him in whom he thinkes 
y be, asthe Phariſce didthe Publican, His owne ill qualities, he 
yillnor ſee, he will not confeſle, he will not mend, but hides them, 
excules thera, defends them, and many tjmes boaſteth in them, His 
od qualitics he marres and corrupts, and doth ſolift himſelfe up 
or them, that moſt times they be even troubleſome to others and re- | 
proachfull to himſclfe, he knowes them ſo too well and-makes fol - 
too much of them, that no man elſe can finde any commendable- 
cinthem, they be but matter for bragging and boaſting and tel-| 
linggay tales of himſcife, what he hath done orcandoe; ſo it makes 
tisvices worſe, andturnes his vertues even into vices. Can that be 
| | | her then a moſt hatetull and filthy vicethar bringeth forth ſa many 
| MlcFogs and yctall theſe and many more thatT cannot reckon up, 
| | [22 moſt apparantly follow from pride in what degree. it ſelfe is ſuffe- 
| © |icdtoprevaile in men. 
Now-Tpray you beloved ſearch into your ſelves, and looke aboux/if 
| | | You:cannor- ſeethis vice abroad in your neighbours. Ler me ye: 
this 
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this queſtion to cach of you, doc -you know never a proud 
in the Towne ard doe you ſec never a one in the Church 
whom you judge to be full of prides you would anſwer this 
queſtion in your ownt hearts. Doe you ſce or know a proud man 
or woman in the place where you dwell? I am afraid, you thx 
be poore will looke upon the gayer cloathes of the wealthie, ang} 
ſay without doubt they be monſtrous proud that muſt weare ſuch 
gay things about them, when others of as good carth as then. 
ſelves goe almoſt naked or ſo ſimply clad. And I feare, leaſt yoy 
that are wealthy will finde cauſe to blame ſuch aone and ſucha one 
for pride, becauſe their carriage is ſo andſo: many of you can fee 
pride (Idoubtnot) peeping out ofthe poore mans rags, and cray. 
ling like avermine out of his meane garment: yea, ,you that be 
poore, I feare will finde a great deale of pride abroad, you willngt 
| returne without finding it, for in truth it is a fruit of pride to finds 
pride every where but in ones ſelfe. Therefore I recant this ſpecch 
\now, and I pray you leave that forreine inquirie, and come you 
home every ſoule to himſclte, and ſearch at home each in his owne 
boſome, houſe, carriage. And rell mee or rather God who ſpeakes 
to each, art not thou thy ſelfe ſomewhat a kinne to the generation 
of Sodome ? a veſlell in whom the Divell and fleſh hath laid up a deale 
of pride. / 

You may perhaps aske me,how any man may know whether he be 
#70 or no, 1 meane ovyer-come with pride, full of it, ovyer-ruled 

it. 

I ſpeake to thee that art poore and courſely clad, Doe not you 
thinke that you are as good men and women as thoſe thar are fine. 
lier clad ? and if you had as good ſuites and ornaments as they, 
you ſhould be never a whit inferiour to them : have you net theſe 
| kinde of vying buzling thoughts in you? in truth, this is nothing 
but pride. And you that are richer, doe younot count theſe poor 
| ſnakes almoſt nothing 2, the mudde, the ſcumme, three-halfe-pet- 
ny creatures, lefle then duſt almoſt to you, muſhroms, ſhrubs, yer- 
ly, theſe thoughts proclaime you to be monſtrous proud, and it 
you goc away with them on cither fide and find them nor, ſtop 
them not, blame them not,it is certaine this vice hath aſtrong partic 
- [in you and invery deed doth over-maſter you.'Tis pride of heart we 

ſecke for, and 'tis nothing but pride that ſets up theſe briſtling 
thoughts in you. | | 

But yet I ſhall give you another note, nothing is aſurer proofeot 
over-ruling pride, then this, that a man ſees no pride in himſelfe, 
neither will confeſle it to his owne heart: Tt iscertaine, thisviceiss5| 
' naturall toall mankindeas itis to be borne with eyes in their heads, 
with a mouth, with an heart, with a liver, with braine : The 
vitall parts of our body doe not more ſurely come into- the world 
withus, then this vitall part of the body of death and of corrupti- 
on, Nowif you have never ſcene it nor could meete with uy 
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the: effects of it, ſo asto know it, it. is onely becauſe you arc igno- 
rant and blinde, and the more ignorant of your corrnptions themore 
proud. When vices be not ſcene, they be not lamented, nor re- 
fiſted with ſpirituall weapons, nay not with naturall good conſide- 
racions neither, and the leſſethey bercfiſted, the more they grow,and | 
the mox: they grow, the ſtrongerand bigger they be, and the more | 
they rule in him in whom they be. It it were not therefore for | 
want of underſtanding, by this time a great number of you might 
perceive that you deſerve to: be called ſonnes of pride, for your 
ſelves cannot denie, but that you have in a manner alwaics denied 
r ſelves to be proud, you never ſaw it in your hearts, nor con-| 
{ſed before God with fecret ſorrow for itz Lord Tam very proud, 
ſuch and ſuch cffcAts proove mee to be very proud. And without | 
doubr, hee that never did thus ſtrive to mortifie his pride, cannot 
but be a very proud man. Loe now I have ſhewed you how to 
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finde our your pride, by not finding it out, and this is the ſureſt way 
of finding ir, where it is moſt ir hides it ſelfe moſt from his eyes 
nwhom it is, Itke the foundation of a building that is under ground, 
though it beare up all that is above the ground, orlike ſome ſecret di- | | 
temper in the inwards that ſhewes nor it ſelfe but by its cffeRs. 
Bur let mee tell you what prideis, thar you may the better know 
rand acknowledge it when you meete with ir, I ſhall deſcribe i | | 
in the words of an excellent deſcriber of vices. The inordinate dce- —_ "oe 
{fire of ones owne excellencie is bur an effe& of ir. The Apoſtle | 
$. Paul tells you moſt briefely, and yet moſt clearely, whar itis, 
when he ſaith, 1f a m4 thinke himſelfe to be ſomething when hee ts no-| Gal.6.z. 
thinzg, hee deceiveth himſclfe. Loe afingular definition of this vice. 
I isthat vice, by which a manthinkes himſelte ſomething when he 
s nothing ; whereby hee makes too great reckoning of himſelfe, 
judging himſclfe ro be berrter then hee 1s, raking himſelfe for gold 
when he is but copper, for a goodly thing when hee is bur dirt, for 
ſomething when hee is nothing, faith our Apoſtle. Pride is the vice 
of over-prizing himiclfe, ſetting roo much ſtore by himſelfe, as a | 
childe out of his folly makes a great account of a white pibble- 
ſtone, ſo man out of his folly makes great reckoning unduely of him- 
felfe, ſers too high a price on himſelfe, as a covetous over-reaching 
Chapman on his wares. A man it he would conſult with himſelfe 
coald not but confeſſe: that he is nothing, but hee doth with him- . 
ſelfe as ſome folkes doe by Dogs and Monkies, they know they | - 
be paltry carrions, beaſts, yer they ſer grear ſtore by rhem and make 
pretious account of them for their mindes fake, fo doe we men by 
our ſelves, notwithftanding the imperfe& knowledge of our nothing- 
tefle, and this is the pride of heart which wee ſecke for. O feet, 
ee it, that is it rules incach of us naturally, every ſonne of Adam 
makes an over-great account of himſelfe, ſers himſelfe at too 
high a rate, for ſo ſlender is the knowledge of God that hee ſets | 
more by himſelfe then by God, and Iamfure that'isro ſettoo _ 

y oY 


Q———————_—_—_—_ 


_.-. _ _- ah 
Ll 


P12... 


238 [Cu Ns The Example of Crna p.19,&c, 


by himſelfe. A man counts himſclfe ſomething that is nothing, yea 
he accounts him that is nothing, more then him that is infinitely more 
then all things. Judge you if there be not cauſe that God ſhould reſp! 
him in whomthere is this vice regnant, this high thing that lifts it (elf 
againſt the knowledge of God. 

I ſhall ſhew. you the degrees of this vice now. They be two 
predominant and mortified, predominant where it is not depoſed by 
the power of ſanRifying grace, which alone killeth ſfinne, and ſo 
rulerh in all men naturally, and will rule untill the Lord beſtow his 
humbling Spirit upon them, which making them firmely to belecye 
the do@rine of mans miſery begins by little and little ro daſhthen 
quite our of conceit with themſclycs, and to eſteeme themſelves the 
baſeſt of all creatures almoſt, even creatures worthy to be damned 
and moſt vile therefore. But when pride is thus caſhiered by the 
entring in of true humiliation, there ir no longer raigneth, there itis 
continually obſerved, the cvill truite of it noted, arraigned, conden. 
ned before God, and many an heavy ſigh and ſupplicatien is ſentup 
to God againſt itz and there it isnot a King, a Commander, there; 
is not imputed, there it doth not denominate the man, but where it 
is not thus depoſed and dethroned, -it is not marked, the ill fruits of 
it are not drawne before Gods tribunall, they are not ſorrowtully 
confeſſed, nor carctully reſiſted, there it is the Lord of the hear, 
and there itdoth raigneand is imputed, and doth denominate thema 
in whom it is,and he 1s a proud man. . 


Butnow whereit raigneth, it 1sto be found in two plaine differen 
,ces. Intheonc it is like unto a beaſt that is fed far at graſle, or is wel 
| rovendred with good feeding, luſty and ſtrong, and ſturdy and 
olde. In the other it is like unto the ſame beaſt, kept leane and 


/poore, and weake and feeble, over wrought, thinly fed, and ill 
| provendred ; Ir is the ſame beaſt till, but ir ſcarce lookes like the 
ſame, or carries it ſelte like the ſame: Sometimes pride is fed with 
wealth and honour, and theſe outward things in abundance, and with 
'great excellent parts of nature, wit, learning, beauty, ſtrength and 
\the like, yea and with a kind of fiery temper of body. When it hath 
all, or many. of theſe encouragements and helpes, it is like a flouri 
| ſhing King that goes abroad in progreſle among his people thenit 
'is bold and audacious to produce its ill effes, it dares ſhew it (elk 
in its proper perſon, and be ſeene by any eye, then will a man affirm 
'to himſclfe, that he 1s a perſon of ſome valew, one that hath ſuch 
' wit,ec. why heis I hope a worthy and excellent perſon. So pride 
' will ſtare aman inthe face, and profeſſe irſe}feif ir be well helped up 
| with theſe outward things ; Bur if it be kept dawne with poverty 
| with meaneneſle in outward reſpes, and with great croſſes, then 
| itis ſomewhat fearcfull ro be ſeene, then it hides its head, it is like 4 
King brought behind by rebels, who keepes himſclfe within ſome 
place of fortification, and-will not commit himſelfe to hazard, but | 

{till heis a King, and rakes upon him asa King. So pride in ſuch _ 
not * 
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not make a man ſay plainely he is ſome body, heis a perſon of worth, 
but till in the ſecret of his heart he makes high account of himſelfe, | 
and is ready (as I ſaid before) to think heis as good a man, though | 
he be notasrich, as lcarned;' yea ſometimes this vice of pride though | 
nigning, yet 1s like a bad ryrannicall Prince, kept in by ſome coun- 
ellor of ſpeciall truſt, as 7oaſh by Tehojada, I meane, itis a lirtle held 
in compaſle by good education and precepts of morality, and a kinde | 
of reſtraining grace, and then it'is farre more moderate in its effects, | 
and will not ſo exceſſively bewray it ſelfe, othertimes it is like a tyrant, 
which hath a councell as bad as himſelfe, it rangeth whether it liſteth, | 
when it wants good education, and reſtraint of a divine hand to keepe 
it downe, and then the effeAts of ir be prodigious. Know therefore | 
that a man may be under the dominion of pride, though he be not ſo | | 
outragious and enormious inthe effects of it, as ſome others be, and | | 
if you will take atrue trial], here it is. I can know what account any | 
man makes of a thing by his carriage, when that thing is depreſſed, 
tbuled, wronged, vilified, and ſo may I know what account 1 make 
of my ſclfe by my demeanour in occafion of ſich uſage. | | 
When you have learnt how to find out this finne, if you pleaſe, | The meanes | 
will you learne alſo to ſubdue it? the way is firſt to marke the fruites *2 ; and : 
of it, as they breake forth in your lives, which fruits we have dif- | © 
covered before. Impatiency, bragging , contention, envying, | 
|ſeighting and deſpiſing of others, and eſpecially working in Kr 
wrath, that is, falling into ſuch extreame firs of anger, that a man 
cares not almoſt what hee ſaith or doth to them that have angered 


| 


Secondly, When you finde them tofall upon them with ſorrow and 
amentation, arraigning and#*judging your ſelves for them before | 
God, and labour to make your ſelves ſcemebaſe in your owne eyes be- 
cauſe of them. | | 

Thirdly, To pray heartily againſtirt, and.to beg the: Spirit of God 
to humble you and caſt you downe. There is a thing that looketh 
lomewhar like humility, and it is nothing but a heart a little kept | 
|downe with croſfes, or with education-and good inſtrutions, this | 
may be found where the Spirit of ſantification is not, bur true hu- 
nility is an effe& of Gods Spirit thoroughly ſancifying the heart, A 
man by being conſcious to himſclte of his owne naturall imperfeRions 
and defets may be kept alittle under, fo that his pride will'not fo 
boldly lift up it ſclfe, but no man depoſcth pride 'from raigning, | 
but by the Spirit of God, you muſt therefore intreatthe Lord by the 
operation of his Spirit to ſubdue your pride. | 
Laſtly, You muft exerciſe your ſelves in good meditations, con- 
cerning, Firſt, your haturall miſery and meanenefſe.-Secondly, your 
ſpirituall, The naturall ſcene in our birth, life, death,ntrance into the 
world,continuance in ir,departure our of it. þ 
'Firft, how little and mcancare we ipreſpeRtofour entrance, what 
_ we come from at firſt, and originally bur very nothing * there | 

Was 
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| wasatime when we were not,. having alone a potemialt being, thats, 

| abeing not yer in being, but alone lockt up as it wete in the canſes, 

of ir; ye there was a time, when wee were not in any ſeconday 

| cauſes, but alone in the omnipotency of God, who was abletg 

| make us of nothing. Aad ſurely, that which comes from nothing 

can be no exceeding excellent rhing in it ſclte, and if it have any 

| excellency, it hath it from another, ro whom all the glory of its 

| due. Yea what was the matter of which God made us atthe firſt, 

not gold, filver, brafſe, iron, wood, or any more then common. 
thing, buteventhe duſt of the earth, for you have heard how Aden 
was formed. Doubtlefſe the Lord did this of purpoſe to miniſter 
matter of humbling men unto their meditations; for if I came from 
duſt, I ſhall ſurely 1avour of mine originall; a thing made will haye 
2 reliſh of the matter whereof ir is made, unlcffe ur receive an cxcee. 
ding great change, therefore 4braham confteſled unto the Lord, 1 ay 
duſt and aſhes, Call we our ſclvcs by that name feriouly and often, 
and duſt cannot ſwell : it may be blowne away, it cannot be pu. 
fed up. a | 
| But let us looke upon a man in the courſe of his life, and that with! 
reference to the good he harh and can doe, and tothe cvill he hath or 
[isable to doe. The good he hath firſt js exceeding little, compared 
to that which God and Angels have, as no man will deny thar ſhall 
( make the compariſon; Now he ought it he were wiſe to compare 
himſelfe with his betrers, and not with his inferiours, Set a manin 

| batlance roa beaſt he is ſome bady, he: hath reaſon, wifedome, and 
;thelike, ſethim inthe ballance with God, heis a mcere foole, acom- 
pound of weakeneſſe and vanity, all be doth know, all he can knoy, 

1s lefſe then nothing. Yea compare him with an Angel, how filly 
is he, how feeble 2 one Angell is able ro know more then all men, 
\andto doc more, one Angell can beguile all men and deſtroy all men; 
yea if you compare him with beaſts, he hath a little: more wit ther 
| moſt-of them, bur they have: ſtranger bodies, perfecter ſenices, are 
'ableto teare him in peeccg;-and can live withour him many of them 
, better then he without them; ſo thar he is more beholding tothem 
then they to him. So: his good is little; lirtle knowledge in reſped 
| of whar God and Angels have, and in reſpe& of thar he ance had, 
| and might have had ſtill, bur that himſelfe deprived himſclle of it 
' Lirtle ſtrengrh even in comparifon of beaſts, and muſt continue here| 
bur for a littletime. | 
Againe, this little is all borrowed, iris none of his owne; he hal 

it of meere curteſie, and from the govdneſſe of another, ſo-rhat he 
is notto be counted better forit, butalone more indebted: whore! 
| lerh' for a borrowedthing; or ifhe doe, whodorhnerbcfoole himfor 
ir If a man thar. harh no hoſe be friended withagood{one, ſhall be 


| 
| 


| be ground of it? and is notall wehaveboxrowed £ - -- 1 2, ITO 
Nayrhirdh-muſt wenot be accountable for aH'uit have, . fo that 


weare burias fervanrs whietihave'chatge of thicir maſters goods uſt: 
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and muſt anſwer how they. have ordercd it, ſhall ſuch a perlon bee 


nd? 


And laſtly, what we have is uncertainetoo, 'tis moveable '*tis flece- 
ting, wee may looſe it we know not how ſoone ; we arc like tc- 
nan:s at will, that cannot challenge ſo much as a quarter, nay not a | 
weeke or minute : itill becomes ſo meanc a thing to thinke well of it 
ſclfc. | 


| Now for the evill we have, that is much and our owne, that is 
nſeperablc and inavoideable, it is great. O to how many and ſore 
'crofſes is every man ſubjeR 2 to dilcaſes, to caſualities for goods, 
[romadneſſe, to injuricS,and to a 1000. unhappineſſes, from which nct- 
ther wiſedome nor ſtrength, nor riches, nor high places can fence and 
ave himycſpecial'y to the vexarion of hisowne heart,which is enough 
to make him miſcrable though he were rid of all other evils. And 
theſe evils are come unto him as duc puniſhments of his owne finnes, 
3 fruits of his ill deſervings, and as cffeQts of his owne folly, and 
miſery is ſhamefull as well as bitter, when it is juſtly imputable to 
the perſons ill carriage that ſuffers ir, becauſe his faulres have broughe 
ton himſelfe, and this evill is properly his owne, becauſe he owes 
tto none. properly but to himſclfe, neither can any care of bis pre- 
ventir, bur he ſhall be ſo during life, and cyer as he. lives longer ſo | 
ſhall he be ſubje& to more miſery. Indeed ſome men ſcape 1n this 

world with more caſe then divers others, but every man hath his pox- 

tion, enough te make him know himſclfe to be nothing, «nd enough 
todaſh pride out of countenance, if he, would nor hide his owne eyes 
fremtaking notice of it. 

Now looke to him in his cnd, how little a thing will lall him 
thaire, or a ſtone of arailin, the leaſt ching going awry. How lite: 
WH [2 place will hvld him when he is dead 2 a poore winding ſheete, a 
8 (coffin, a lirree hole in the carth, how little can he doe then £ nothing 
but feede wormes and yeeld forth a ſtinking ſmell. Looke upon a 


_ — 
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man lying. upon his death-bzd, groaning and panting for life, looke 
upon him in his winding ſheete and coffin, bound hand and foote, 
adimprifoned in thatnarrow ſtockes. Looke upon him in his grave, 
rotting and ſmelling and putrifying, and I hope you will cafily con- 
| be he hath cauſe ro make but meane account of himſclte, ſo will 
| WI [theſe thoughts helpe to chaſe out pride. | 
But confider a man in his ſpirituall miſery, he was conceived in 
| linne, he is of his father the Divell, hc is a flave to finne, a traitor 
1 |foGod, He is full ofall wickedneſſe, deſtitute of all holineſſe, and 
cannot cfſcape crernall damnation by any worth or power of his owne, 
but muſt necdes finke-downe to hell, and be made furll for that eter-! 


: 
t ball burning. You ſce by what mcanes you may ſubdue pride, hee 
e | 


that findeth it out and refiſteth 'it with theſe weapons, ſhall un- | 

| doubtedly prevaile againſt it,” hee that thinkes himſelfe free from 

1 5 takes no paines to ſubdue it, ſhall ſnrely. bee conquered 
oY I | LH | 
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"Aid le the' conſideration of this, that pride is fo foule a view, 
make you bleſſe God with much thankfulneſle for croſſes, afflition. 
and divets temptations and tribulations, for what be they elſe by 
| medicines to take downe'pride 2 and who that hath a great fel. 
ling' i his body, ''doth not rhinke it a benefit deſerving recompence 
| as| well as thankes, to have a fit medicine prepared and applicd, thy 
at length may take downe that ſwelling. Ir is to be confefled tha 
che belt of men be too proud evennow, notwithſtanding all the crof. 
ſts they have felt, and finnes they have committed. - O how much 
more proude would they have beene. had npt God made uſe gf 
ſuch' things w tame and depreſſe theme "And of their pride þ 
2. Fulneſſe off | The nextfaultis, fulneſſe of bread, this isreckoned as a fault, ang 
__ either it is ſo indeed, or the Spirit of God was deceived, who puir 
downe here in the catalogue of Sodomitiſhcrxmes. You muſt cither 
grant that fulnefſe of bread is a foule finne, or elſe you muſt tellthe 
| Propherthat himiſelfe and the Spirit by which he ſpake were borhin 
Luk. 16.19, |anerror. Tis attributed to Dives in; the Parable, hee fared dclicingy 

oviry dey. *Tis charged on wealthy men, as one of the finnes tha 
ſhall procure their howling and miſery, you have nourifhed your ſelves 


James.;.5, |iw the day of flawghter, tyeaning, they gave themſelves over 'to fey 


ſting - and banqueting every day. A daily continuall Rilffing the 
belly with Noke of +84 and delicate bode, 'is hurtful pb 
body and ſoule too. UN abſtinence, feed' ſparingly, fare hard and 
_ ſometimes: And ſo muchforthe fecond fin of Sodere, fultiefſe of| 
read. Bo be 
3. Abundance] The third*is abundance of idlenefſe, here is the fault it {elfeidle- 
of idleneiſe, | nefſe, and theimeaſure oft, very much idlenefſe. Tdlenefſe is a finne 
eſpecially when it growes to be abundance of idleneſſe. Salomon hath 
bent himſelfe to. the diſgrace of this fault in many of his Proverbs, 
Goe to the piſmire O ſlngzard, Prov.6.9, & 9. how long wilt thou ſleee? 
& 10, Tet alittle ſleepe, - 24. 30. I went by the field of the ſloathfull, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of anderffanding, a wileſſe fellow, 
a foole. And the Apoſtle condemnes it in the younger widdowes, 
that they learne to be idle, 1 Tim.5.13. and many threats are made 
wn e idle perſon and the ſluggard, 19. 15. 49 idle ſole ſhall ſuf 
| PHRZer . oN > £4 
| ; There are divers reaſons to prove this fault to be a great finne. 
Firſt, it is a croffing of that en&which God had in making man; hee 
\made-him to be uſefull and profitable as the members of the body, 
idleneſſe makes him unproficable ; hee gave him a mindeandabo- 
dy, firfor uſcfull and laboriousimployments, he ſpends this ſtrength 
to' 'no- purpoſe. *So-he doth even thwart Gods intention in creating 
all things, and himſclfe among the reſt, 'for all wetemade for [abou 
ir} ſome fruitful} matter, as we ſeethe Synn and heavenly bodics, the | 
| waters and trees, atdall the etcatures; 0 7 | 
Secondly, he depriveth himſelfe of all right in conſcience to foode 
KY Þ 
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er oa neceſſaries, and maketh himſelfe atheefe in all he excth i 


| 


wot worke let him not eate, ſo hee is interdited the uſe of Gods! 
creatures, asit were aman baniſhed out of the world. A civill| 
right inthe courts of juſtice hee hathto the poſſeſſing of things, be- 
cauſe of his title to them and inrercſt in them, but a conſcionable. 
rightto the uſe of them hee. hath not, therefore Paul wiſheth men | yet. x1 
[to labour and cate their owne bread, :Ntimating that it is nor their | ; 
owne inthe court of conſcience betore God if they gaine not anin- 

tereſt to it by paines. | 

Thirdly, idlenefle is a great nouriſher of all vices. It nouriſheth 3 
pride and {clfe-conceitednetle, For the ſiuggard is wiſer in his owne_. EI pe” 
yes then ſeven men that can render a reaſon ; he is apt to filthineſle 23 heh 
and luſt, why was Sodorze ſo lewd, but becauſe they were idle 2 | 
Eyery temptation doth cafily ſeize upon him that is ar leaſure, and | 
doth nothing, as a bird thar fitteth ſtill on arree is cafily hirwith an | 
arrow or bullet. He can have while to hearken to a temptation, and 
to ruminate upon the evill things which Satan and the fleſh doe 
tire up. In nature things that lie ſtill gather ruſt, and ſtanding | 
water ſoone breeds noylome creatures, and ſoone putrifies, and eſ- | 
pecially idlenefſe makes a man abufic body, full of medling with 
[other folkes matters, and that for the moſt part to do more hurr then | 
'good. The nature of man isactive, and fir be not imploycd in ſome | 
uſefull thing,it muſt follow finne and vanity. 

Laſtly, this finne expoſeth a man to want, 1dleneſſe will cloath with 4+ 
ragges, his penurie commeth like an armed man, and like a traveller, | Prov23.a1. 
haſtily, ſurely, ſtrongly, it cannot be reſiſted, it will not linger, | EVO 
Hee that followeth waine perſons ſhall have poverty enough ; The ſlug- | & 18,19. 
od will not plow in Winter, therefore hee muſt begge in Summer and | 820.4. 
ba nothinz. And it it fall out, thatgreat meanes doe keepe an idle 

onfrom want, yet hee hath a moſt poore and beggarly ſoule, 
utterly deſtitute of ſaving graces and vyertues, for he muſt labour for 
theſerhings that will attaine them, 

But ler us ſee, what idleneſle is. Ir is that vice, -by which men | wh. ratenctt 
refuſe ro beſtow themſelves conſtantly and painefally in ſome profi- | is. 
ablething, and take leaveto ſpend their pretious time 1n things un- 
profitable. Some things arc unprofitable ſimply, as fond and ro- 
ving thoughts, ratling and vaine words, ſome things are unprofitable | 
accidentally, in reſpe& of their exceſle, as ſports and paſtimes, and 
lleepe, and eaſe, and firting ſtill, and in reſpe& of the manner of 
(doing,- as dealing with aflacke hand and working by halves. He 
[that will not continue to take paines in things uſctull and beneficiall 
to himſelfe and others, bur whilcth our his time in fitting till and 
watling with others of matters impertinent to him, or uſcleſle in 
themſelves, or diſcourfing with himſclfe abour like points, or gives 
himfelfe to exceſle of {leepe or of ſports, or clſe followes his bu- 
tfſe* by the halves, this manis idle, and if hee doe ſo muchand | 
- SY often 
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and drinketh, and ſpendeth, for this cauſe S, Paul ſaith, hee that will . Theſl 3.10, 
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' often and almoſt continually, then is hee guilty even of abundance 
of idlenefle, | 
I pray you every one, ſet your conſciences aworke to finde our 
your owne finnefullneſſe in this kindez Doe not many of Your 
hands refuſe to labour : Are you not ſuch as will not Wotke - | 
SOme areidle, becauſe they have beene ſo ill educated, that they 
have not fitted themſelves for any calling, they have nothing todos 
nor cannot tell how to beſtow themſelves and their times, Theſe 
are a kinde of vagrant people, though they have meanes enOughty 
live of, cyphers, good for nothing, but to cate and drinke, Ver. | 
mine, Apcs, Monkies, whoſe whole life is to cate and drinke and 
{leepe and ſport, and fit and talke and laugh and be merry. Theſe 
are Cxcrements in humane fſocicties, and the moſt miſerable of the 
lonnes of men, as having brought upon themſelves by long uſe a 
habit of being idlesbees, and a kind of neceſſity to continue naught, 
yet ſuch anecefficy as doth not excuſe but aggravate the fayl ; 
others againe are idle, beciuſe though they have a calling, ye 
they have no mindeto follow it, but are eſtranged from the workes 
of their vocation, and love to be gadding and rambling hither and 
thicher, and every where, but where they ſhould be. Theſe are 
great offendors, this idleneſle turnes their foode into poylſon, many 
ſuch floathfull doe-naughts there arcin the world. There be ſome 
ſervants ſluggiſh, ſlow-backs, whoſe hand is no ſooner from under 
{the Goyernours eye, bur that it is alſo off from the worke, and they 
leave all andfit downe totalke by the fire-fide, or in acorner being 
[men of tongue,and furcher then eye-ſervice drives them to it, their 
.chiefe imployment is twarttle, 
; Now pray you, if any be guilty to themſelves of lazineſſe, wn. 
'willingneſſe to exerciſe themſclves paincfully in their callings, &< 
cher with hand or head or both, that they take notice of it, ſure} 
they be of kinne to theſe miſcreants the Sodernitfs ; now begin to 
; Jabour in this worthy worke of repenting for thine peut li 
{ ving. For ſure, if men muſt give an account for every idle word, 
then other parts of idlencfle muſt likewiſe bs brought unto the 
reckoning. [ pray thoſe that be of the richer ſort, that doe nor 
finde a neceſſity of labouring laide upon them for their bellies ſake, 


to take heed that they paſſc not over their idleneſle as a ſmall mar 
ter, Moſt times riches make men turne Sodowites, they are proud, 
| they give themſelves to fullneſſe of bread, and to abundance of | 


} 


| idlenefſe, they will nor ſet themſelves to any diligent following of! 

- Aranae ; _ 

any good worke, bur delight in that which Salomon ſaith his vet-: 

P:or.z1:21. | tuous woman would not doe, fo eate the bread of idlene(ſe. Surely the 

God that made them as well as other men with bodies and 

__ firred to doe ſervice, will not brooke their doing of 00- | 

thing. | 
. And ſecondly, T pray you ſhun, ſhun this Sodemiti(h ſinne, take 
|2ot liberty to be idle, bur lay our your time ſo that you may os 
| fortadly 
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fortably anſwer itto God the Maker of it and of you. Time is athing 
moſt pretious, all the wealth under Heaven cannot redeeme one 
' miſpent minute, by how much it1s more deare and irremediable, by 
'o much ought itro be more carefully husbanded and warily be- | 
towed. Therefore, be you painefull in your callings, breake off | | 
| fleepe ſeaſonably in rhe morning ; ſet cloſe to ſome needfull ations | 


- 
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inthe day» give not the greater parr of your time to ſports, and fit- 
ting idle and diſcourſing of this and thar, but follow the workes of 
your calling, and frame your ſelves to ſome calling, make your 
{elves a vocation in ſome matter or other, that ſhall be worth your 
time. Paincfullneſſe in a calling will kill many vices, it will ex- 
exciſe all vertues, it will prevent many temptations and finnes: it 
will make ones lite comfortable, and his heart in good meaſure hum- 
ble and diſcreete, Ttwill be a content at death, to thinke one hath 
not waſted his life for nothing. Doe not dare to ſlip away from the 
workes of your calling but upon good ground, when you are able 
to alledge ſome berter*thing to be done inſtecd of it, or juſt occa- | 
fon of intermitring it, for your better fitting and inabling to it. I | | 
'doe not commend toyleſomeneſle to you, burdue diligence inyour | 
places, that may cauſe you to differ much from the inhabitants of | 
Sodowe. Eſpecially, give not your ſclves to exceflive fleepe and 
WH [fports3 Salomon hath condemned rhe fluggard and the man that lo- | 
WW (vt paſtime ro the ſtockes of want, and one way or another A 
the Lord will finde a time and meanes to caſt them into thoſe 
[ſtockes. | om 
Doe not all things invite you to diligence in acalling? ſee, what 
care the Sunne hath ro runne his daily and yeerely courſe according 
to its proper nature, ſee how all the reſt of the heavenly armie doe 
keepe themſelves in their owne places, and ſwiftly performe their 
[owne motions. See how the waters doe ebbe and flow, andthat con- 
tantly, ſce how the fountaines make haft tothe brookes and rivers, | 
and the riversto the Sea; ſec how allthings almoſt arc ſtill inaQion. | 
[The earth that keepes in one place, yet is ſtill doing ſomething in 
that place, cither nouriſhing the rootes or the branches of the trees, 
1and other things that grow on it, or elſe gathering heart to it ſelfe | 
todoe the ſame worke better for alittle reſpite and intermiſon. And | 
Io Heaven, though theſe naturall aftions ceaſe, yet the ſpiritual! | 
| Wl | imployment of living, rejoycing in honouring and praiſing of God 
| WF | doth never ceaſe. Quicken up your ſelves therefore to this vir- 3 
I [fie of diligence, itis good for ſoule, good for body, good for | 
ltate, profitable every way, and at laſt will proove cafie and de- | 
lightfull too, to him that doth it with moderation. The diligent 
man takes as much content in his moderate labour, as the flug- | 
_ in ſomnolency and caſefullnefſe, So much for this fault 
4. They 
|| A fourthis afinne of Omiſſion, and thar is, ehey frengthened mot | Fenethencd 
* | (the hands of the poore, What is that 2 They did not relecve his neceſ- of the poore, 
& X 4 ſities' 
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ſities with convenient ſupplie, bur gave him either nothing ar all, H 
but ſo ſmall apirtance, as would not ſuffice to give him any comfort! 
| Tis you ſec a great fault to be pinching to the poore, and cithy 
to give them nothing,or a very ſmall quantity almoſt as good as ng. 
thing. Therefore he reckons it as a preofe of a good man thatſhal] 
live, Ezek.18.16. Hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath ©. 
vered the naked with a zarment ; but when our Saviour came to ſen. 
rence the goatcs onthe left hand, he giveth this reaſon of their re. 
jeftion. I was ſicke and you did not wiſit, hungry and you gave me. 
no meate, in priſon and you came not to mee : and when they alledgeq 
thatthey never ſaw him in ſuch diltreſied caſes,and withdrew them. 
ſelves from ſuccouring him, his anſwer is, in that you did it nt 
theſe, you did it not to mee. When the rich man refuſed to ſell all 
and give tothe poore upon an extraordinary command from him, 
he lets him goe, and admits him not to follow him, nay by his 
Mar, 19, | words ſpoken immediately after, it x 4s poſſible, he excludeth him 
' from Heaven, for he muſt needs be underſtodd of that rich manand 
ſuch as he was. Now if not giving of all upon an extraordinary oc- 
caſfion,will ſhut a man out of the Kingdome.,then the notgiving of ſome! 
convenient quantity upon an ordinary occaſion, muſt needs procure the 
like puniſhment, becauſethe diſobedience is equall inboth caſes. 
The reaſon is, firſt, this is a flat diſobedience to moſt expreſſe 
plaine andfrequent Commandements. There is ſcarce a duty ofthe 
{econd Table which God hath more plainely laid downe, more often 
repeated, more earneſtly pretſed then this of giving to the poore, 
He therefore that liveth in perpetuall negligence of this durie, and 
either will not acknowledge it or will not practiſe it, lives in a wil 
full and conſtant rebellion againſt God. Thinke not my Brethren, 
that it ſufficeth to proove a man upright if hee doe not live in afinne 
of commiſſion, that is, in the continuance and allywed doing of 
ſomething forbidden by God. Nay if he live in afinne of omiſſ- 
on, 4.e, inthe continuall and allowed negle&t of a dury commanded, 
thisis not to obey God in all things, this ſhewes ones heart is not 
univerſally ſubje&t ro God. This prooverh that ſome vice hath do- 
minion in him and that he loveth and reſpeReth ſomething more 
then God, which cannot ſtand with uprightneſſe, yea beloved this 
hypocrifie which is ſo much over-awed as it were by cleereneſſe of 
knowledge, that it ſcarce dares diſcover it ſelfe by taking boldnelk 
ro commit ſinnes of commiſſion, but knowes how-to hold in with 
| finnes of omiſſion andto give them allowance enough, is ſo much 
| the more dangerous by how much it is lefle diſcernable. For hee 
 ſeemethto himlelfe to have much to ſay for himleife, why thisduty 
' ſhould not at this and this time binde him, becauſe no affirmative | 
| precept bindes to all times, and ſo hee will ſhift it from himſelf 
'1n ſuch manner, as not to take notice that hee offendeth, whence 
\groweth the i greateſt perill of all. Therefore know you that this 
;unmercifullneſſe ro the poore , 'as prooving that obedience i 
| | ut 
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|bur partiall; and ſothatthe- heatris not apright is ſure @ vety rear 
_ ſecondly, it declareth that a man beleeveth mor the promiiſts | 
of God, andſ9-that his faith is not unfained. 'It'is' fre; that as hee | 
Lays obeyerth notall Gods Commandemenrs obeytth none; ſo he 
that beleeveth not all his promiſes beleeverh none, PForif we ſubmit | 
to his truth becauſe ir is a perfe truth, wee muſt grant that hee can- 
not lie nor be deceived in any thing, and if wee baild not our con- 
ſnting ro his words upon his truth, that catnhot be called faith at 
all. Now God'hath made ſo manly, fo evident, fo full premiſes 
tothoſe that are mercifull to the poore,. as no other duty altnoſt can 
alledge for itſelfe. A promiſe throughly beleeved, tuft needs pto-\ 
duce obedience tothe Commandement whercto it is/ atinexed, be. 
cauſe every man is ſo truly defirous of his owne welfare, that what 
hee doth ſtedfaſtly perſwade himſelfe will procure gdod unto him 
with the paines and coſt, forthat hee will ſurely put himſelfe ro the 
painesandrothecoſt. Hee theerefore that is not meteifill doch tiot 
belecyve theſe promiſes, becauſe hee doth not obey the Commande: 
nemsto which they be joyned, How'then doth hee beleeve #ty | 
other-promiſe ? So we have prooved' him by this argueneit b& 
yoide of faith, andis not that 4/great' fine Whith cammneath' hints 
bevoid of faich in whom tt is? tt ales OY 2VIR NOT YhTg 
Further, no mari hath true'-chariry tHar hith' not 7# Heaft'to 66% 
irme the hand of the poore; for S. 7ohn 'ttiakes the Contlufi6ri'this; | 
Hee that Ioweth not his Brother whom bee hath ſeene, how th hte $| 1Jok.4.20, | 
Gd whom he hath not ſeene ? And hee/doth! bur Nethit ſaith hee 
loves a man, unleſſe he be ready to releeve him; fot $. Pall ſaith, 
that love & bountiful, wherefote, S. Tohn. is peremptbry in-this'eoti. 
cufion, faying; ' He that hath thix 'worlds goods, df Jeeth his- Bro: | PO 
ther hath neede, and ſhuttethi up his compaſcios ag dinſt bins, 'how del: | © T7 
leth the love of God in him? That therefore is a great offence, which | 
prooveth that a mati harh eitticr none, or none biit 'counterfeit cha- 
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I have ſhewed you what agrievous offence'this is 'of the 'SId6: 
miter; afore I paſſe from it, 1& mee ſhew-unto you-a neceflary di- 
tinion of poore men. Some are Gods poore 'as I may ternie| Two forts of | 
them, ſome the Divels. Gods poore- are they, ' whotti his/hand Loy re agea , 
crafling them, -ot ſome natural! 'meerc indiferetion of their 0wne, or | ' a 
abubdance of chaipe; witit' of 'worke, of the like hath brought thto | 
ad;doth keepe- in-poverty.'” The | Divels poors 'are' thoſe whotiq | 
wleneſfe, waſtfullnefſe and imthriftineſſe doth make poore, Heme 
ether their hands refuſe-ro }abour, or eMerhey coriſume it/allup | | 
perfiuouſly when they have g6tten it. The former kinde'of x | 
you' ought ro ſtrengrtheti, and the not” ſtrengthening of , 

& 


2. The Divels|. 
poore. 
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finde..-/To firengihen the 'fands of the larter is t6'' tre 4 
their ſinhe, and therefore their harids ” triuſt (not h Feeeehe 4 
for $, Pauls Canof'is againſt it; He 1hatt with nhv-Laboit alt l 3 Theſſ.3.10, 
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| Now conſiderevery manof himſelfe, may it notbe juſtly ſaid gf 
| you, thar you doe net ſtrengthen the hands of the poore. At, 
not anumber of you-in your owne conſciences convinced 2 or if 
you would not winke, might bee convinced, that yeu doe ngt 
ſtrengthen the poore mans hands. When have you with any yil. 
lingneſle given to any poore man any reaſonable quantity 2 Yea,hoy 
backward arc anumber of you to give any thing at all, Here is ſyeh 
complaining amongſt you of your being ſeiſcd too much one, and 
ro0' much another, that it is more then evident, you have little 
will to part with your money to this purpoſe. I know not wha 
Skill to uſe, for the faſtening of a _—_ upon aniggard, |: 
will not ſo much as ſtrive todoe it therefore: But I call upon each 
of your conſciences, to become juſt and true Judge againſt yay, 
and to finde out your guiltineſſe and to give you no quiet, 
till it haye made you confefſe the fault and blame you for ir. By 
I call upon conſcience in vaine I feare, for the conſcience of anig. 
gard is alwaics abad conſcience, ſo inthralled to the love of money, 
that he will not want excuſes tomake himſclfe thinke he need not dg 
that duty by which he ſhould lefſen his heape. But theſe excuſe 
ſhall one day aggravate the finne, therefore whoſoever is an offen. 
|dor in negleQing this dury of ſtrengtheningthe hands of the poore, 
I pray you give your conſciences leave: to paſſe a right ſentence upon 
you, vis, that your faith, love, obedience are in that degree coun. 
terfeit and rained, that you take liberty to your ſ{clvcs to be ſlack in 
this ſervice. | | 
| - And now I muſt require you in Gods name, to take grear - care 
that this finne of Sodewme doc not ſhew it ſelfe in you which would 
be counted Chriſtians, I ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a Congregation with. 
in many neere you, that hath beene more urged tothis duty then 1 
have urged you. Sodowe had not the twentieth - part of this helpe, 
If God take it ill of them that they did not eſtabliſh the poore 
mans hand, how will he be offended atit in you £ If ever youwill 
have comfort atyour end ? If ever you will have areward of your 
| religion? It cyeryou will be called any thing but Hypocrites by 
your owne conſcicnces?Icall upon youto reforme this fault,ſtrengthen 
the poore mans. hands. 
Thoſe poore that beidle, that be waſtfull, that make themlclyes 
| poore by, carrying the dirty yoke: of vice, ale-houſe haunting, gs. 
| pray you chaſtize them, correRt them, ſpare not for their 
crying. It is no more pitty to heare them complaine, rhen to 
| heare a Woolfe howle when his foot is taken in a ſnare, But 
thoſe that. be'' honeſt, ſober and good, and have not put them- 
ſclyes. intothis miſery, bur arc put into it by Gods hand. I pray 
You confirme their hands, helpe them to ſuch a quantity of rclecfe 
< . may jk the lives Comets ſupply mel needs, 5 
God. may lupply all your necdes according to his riches in glory 
|in. Chriſt Jeſus, God, giveth to ſome uy ſome lefle, thatthere 
FR OO mw may'! 
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muy be an cquality through the bounty of the one, notwithſtan- | 


ting the inequality in gathering. So it ſhould be concerning them 
of the houſhold of faith, you of the wealthier ſort that feare God, 
hould lay all your heads, hands, and hearts together to take ſuch or- 

that the poorer ſort of the ſame place which make care to live 
well ſhould not be over-much ſcanted. ' O thar you would doe ſoc ? 


and fome amongſt you helpe to ſtirre vp others, and to ctfe the 
' matter, as I doe now ſtirre you up all, and would be glad to give 
you an example of bountie in this kinde, No one mans purce can 
[ſupply the wants of all, butthe ſuperfluity of all united would doe 
't abundantly. Why ſhould we not reforme a fault which God 
would not brooke no not in Sogdome? We have done with foure of 
 adermes (10s. | 

| The fift is committing abhomination, hee meaneth that unnaturall 
ncleannefſe whereof we ſpake before out of Ger. 9.9.and therefore 
will paſſe it over in filence now. 

| The laſt ſinne is haughtineſſe, hee chargeth them before with 


ſeparated inpractiſe, butin theirnature to be ſo diſtinguiſhed, as the 
rooreand the branch, the fountaine and the ſtreame, For pride is a 
vicemore inward, the nature of which ſtandeth inrhis, that it cauſeth 
2 man to over-eſtceme himſelfe. Haughtineſle is a vice more out- 
ward, conſilting inthis, that it maketha mans outward carriage lofty 
and high. This is that which S. 7ohn calleth the pride of life, this 
s that which David denicth of himſclfe, ſaying, that bis eyes were 
w bfty, and it isone of thethings whercto he bindes himſelfe, to 
be ſogreat an enemy, that none of thoſe which accuſtomed them- 
ſelves unto ir, ſhould have adniittance into his favour and houſe, him 
the kath a hich looke and a proud heart will I not faffer. Hee names 
an high looke firſt, becauſe it was impoſſible for him to diſcernethe 
nies heart, but by the looke or ſome external effeRt of it. And 
Slower nameth it in the Proverb.,6.17, as one of the things and the 
firſtin order which God deteſteth, viz. «proud looke, And David in 
Md.18. 17. ſaith, that God will bring dewne high lookes, You ſee, 
that this high and lofty cazriage is a finne, the cauſe is, it proceeds 
from pride of heart, ir increaſcth pride of heart in him that fo decla- 
hit; ir infeterth others with the ſame pride, and it grieveth and 


reth Gods hand uponthe offender. 
Now looke every one to himſclfe. Art not thou, and thou, and 
thou of an haughty carriage « Doth not your behaviour give 
aftrong reliſh of ſelfe-conccitednefſe? There be foure principall 

$ that diſcover pride inthe outward carriage. The lookes and 
c, thegate and pace, the words and language, the garments 
Firſt the, lookes, when they be big and diſdainefull, ſuch 
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offenderh them that are not infected, and in all theſe refpeRs procu- | 


| the Sodomites. GC na P.I9,&XC.| 239 
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pride, and now here with havghty carriage. Ir may be concluded | baughny- 


hence, that pride and haughtineſſe be two diſtin@ things, ſeldome | 


caſier 


5. I hey com. 
mitted abhos» | 
MInNartion. 


6, They were) 


How pride and 
h1ughtinelle } 
diflcr, 


1 Joh,2.16, [ 


Plal.13 1,1, 
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Foure things - 
diſcoyer pride 
in the outward 
carriage, 


1. The lookes. 
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eaſier to obſerve where they be, rhen to deſcribe them in wordes || 
| The colourofred, blew, white may cafily be diſcerned by the eyg 
[the judge ofcolours: bur what wordes ſhould aman uſeto deſcyjy 
a red color ſo to the fancy 2 as a man might know 1t without ſee 
it ; ſo hauty lookes are moft eaſy things to be knowne when one ſees 
them, but hard to be deſcribed, and it is ſure, that God would ng 
have made ſo frequent mention of proude lookes, but that the coyp. 
renance is very apt to bewray the high heart, but becauſe a man dygh 
ſeldome ſec his owne face, therefore this is a fitter figne to ſhew pride 
to others, thento diſcover it to a mans ſelfe. 

The next, a proud gate with an outſtretched necke, and minc; 
with ones feere, or any other affected kind of going, is an a& of 
havghtineſſe, that is, a ſerting forth of ones ſelfe unduely, and ; 
demonſtration of pride, and this too may be better perceived ther 
expreſſed, and becauſe a man cannot eaſily obſerve the carriagegf 
| his owne headand body in hisgoing, therefore it is fitter forthe diſco. 
very of another then of ones ſelfe, _ 

There is athird a of haughrineſſe, that is, high words, ſeating 
on high, as Hannah hath it 1n her ſong, by way of prohibiting i, 
| When a mans tongue is lofry his heart is ſo, wordes tending to i. 
lifieand abaſe others, eſpecially when he is avgry with them, words 
of bragging arid boaſting, that have none other uſe but to ſer up; 
mans ſelte, and to paint him with gay colours. Threatning words 
that are died with revengefulneſſe, and the like trotheſe, they areal 
proude wordes and haughty ſpeeches, and all kinde of difdaineful 
and ſcornefull, and upbraiding wordes, tending unſcaſonably to cif 
| a mans faults in his teeth, for no man is covetousto diſprace another,ut 
| he hath overvalued himſclte firſt. 

4. Cloathes, | Laſtly, haughtinefſe appeareth mpſt apparently in cloathes and 

F ' | che like ornaments, when a man or woman will goe as coſtly and 
gaily as ever his place will beare, and a little more roo; and when 
he muſt have trimme cloathes, rhough he goc in debt for them, 
.| when he muſt be fine though he ſpend all he canger on his backe, 
when he vieth with others, and muſt have as good things as ſuch 
and ſuch. When in theſe things hee doth nor as S.Pawl biddeth, 
Rom. 12.16, | £q#all himſelfe with them of the lower ſort but of the higher. Whet 
though God have humbled his eſtate, yet he mauſt Rill keepe up his 
port, and by hooke or crooke, make a ſhift to be as gallantas cvet, 
This prooves a proud heart, for noe man would: beſtow fo much 
garniſhing upon himſelfe , if he did not count himſelfe ſome body, 
UND Fa and did not defire to be ſo accounted of others. Therefore Iſaiah among 

We other fruires of proude vanity, ſpeaketh of the many gewgawes of 
| the women of his time, by which they ſought oetucly toſet 
out themſelves. A number of you thinke your ſelves farre the bet- 
ter, when you have ſer up your ſelves with a-deale of gaudieſlc, 
| ſuch lace, ſuch ruffes ſointhefaſhion. Tf it be ſurablero your place | 
/and- meanes, it.is no great diſcredit,-buit ifabove,-ſurely it Is5gret 
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The Sodomites, C ra e.19, &c., 


heads or backes, in which were written in great letters as in ſome 
other crimes hath beene done. Bee it knowne unto all men, that bere 
4 proud man and a proud woman, Itis cvena Proclamation of your 
ide and folly, and a telling tales againſt your ſelves, which Iam 
ſure you would not doe if you did well thinke of it, yea it is more 
then that, for it brings your names into queſtion abour your truth, 
and if you be females about your honeſty ; there is ſuch a mans ſervant, 
he is exceedingly ileeked up, ſee what a waſe-coate, whar a gowne, 
what 2 ruffe, what a dreſſe ſhee hath, it might well beſeeme a mans 
daughter that would give her a large portion, whatharh this wench 
to maintaine it ? Is her father able ro doe much for here no, well 
then I wiſh ſhe get it by honeſt meanes, I wiſhrhat cither a falſe finger 
or an Over=curteous lip do not helpe her toit. I am afraid all is not 
well that ſhe is ſo fine. This is all the good this haughtineſſe doth you, 
2nd will you not leave it 2 

The Sodomites puniſhments. Firſt, they were taken captives, bleſſe 
God that you have not feltthis miſery. Secondly, God ſent fire and 
brimſtone and deſtroyed them all at once, FzeF.,16.49. They were ſet 
forth for an example, Inde.v.7.Sodowe was turned into aſhes,2 Per.2.6. 
The ground is now turned into afalt ſea, called the Dead Sca, 

no fiſh will live in it, the bird that flce over fall downe 
dead. Thirdly, they were caſt into the lake 
that burnes with firc and brimftone, Leer 
us feare the finnes of Sodowme, God 
is able to puniſh us inthe 

ſame manner. 


| \ diſcredit as can be, for it isas if you ſhould weare a paperupon your 
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The $odowmites 
puniſhments 
1. I hey were 
taken captive, 
2. They were 
buraed with 
fire here and 
in hell, 

Jude, 7. 
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PIcherto of Abraham and thoſe that lived with | Hes 
>> him, now we come to 1ſaac the ſonne of CA- 
"'£ braham, not of his body ſo much as of his 
7 Faith, for hee was the ſonne of the promiſe, 
the ſonne of the free woman, notof the bond- | 
woman, which was borne as S. Paul ſaith, 
& 20t by the fleſh, nor by a mecre narurall pow- | Rom 9- 
Sox——— — er, but by promiſe, by vertue of that grarious 
| © _ © promiſe which God had made with him, 


tor this was a word of promiſe atthattime, I will come and Sarah | Gal.4.28, 


| ſhall have a ſorne, and in Iſaac ſhall thy ſ ede bee called, and wee | 
\bretheren ( ſaith the Apoſtle) as Iſaac are ſonnes of promiſe. Now | 
jaac ſignificth laughter , or, bee hath laughed, or, ſhall laugh, a | 
name given to him by God himſclfe, upon occaſion of his Fathers 
laughter when he heard the promiſe, not out of unbelcefe as Sarah 
[once laughcd , but out ofthe joy which he conceived from the 
|aſlured hope which hee had of the performance of the promiſe, 
and becauſe God filled both Abraham and Sarah with gladnefle and 
laughter at his birth, when they were borh olde, and incourſe of na- 
ag were now paſt all poſſibility of having children. 
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His Birth, 


His Vertues 
towards God. 
1. His Fatty, 


Heb,11.,20, 


| Concerning 1ſaac, we muſt ſhew his birth, life and death. For his 
hungscth yecre of his F ache 1s.4Ad the go, 

ther was CAvrabem, bis. Mother S&4, bath 

as, by faith they teceivedſrengrh to have-aSonge| 


ar that age: -'Eor Faich will make a barren body fruitful,” and al} 
a barren heat: "Tn/ithislife contider, Firſt; his Virtues and goodnefſe 
Segondly, his faults and weakeneſſes. Thirdly, his proſperity and be. 
nefits,” Laſtly, his afflitions and croffes. p | 


For. his Virtues in generall, he was a true godly man, and was en. 


{4r apprghendeth the truth of all Gods word, ſo particularly,the tnyh 


 dred with Faith, withouc which no man can pleaſe God, This Faith 
'the Author to the Hebrewes taketh notice of inhim, laying, By- Faith! 
Iſaac bleſſed Tagob and Eſau as concerning things to come, This vertueof 
'Fairh is that by which a man belceverh God in all thar he ſpeaketh 


barely by vertue of his.cruth and indeceiveable authority, Ang a 


of. his promiſcs, .and by name, that grear promiſe of remijlian of 
| finnes, and ſalvation for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the true Meffith and 
[promiſed ſeede, in whom ll fpirituall bleſſings are conferred upon 
|the ſonnes of men, for ir is ſaid, 2 ym ſhall all the nations of the earth be | 
| bleſſed. 
Conſider your ſelves therefore Bretheren, whether you alſo haye 
[this ſame yertue of Faich In your hearts, belceving all that God ſpex 
keth to you becauſe he ſpeakethy it, and ſpecially all his promiſes, 
{and by name, that principall promiſe of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt, 
for without this Faith you cannot be the children of God. If you 
have ir not, you are ſtrangers from God and from the covenant of | 
grace. If you have it, you are his fonnes and daughters, juſtified 
before him, and accepted in his'figlt, through him the Beloyedin 
whom the Father is well pleaſed, And therefore labour to getit, 
and to grow init more and more, that it may exceedingly abound in 
you, as S.Paul ſaith it did in the Theſſalonians. But beware you de-| 
ccive nor your {clves in a bare conceite of Faith, ſaying you be. 
leeve, when indeed you doe not ſo, but let yaur Faith be a woar- 
king Faich, approoving ir ſclfe by love and by* obedience, that fo! 
you may indeed be the children of Abratam,and children of promile 
'as Tſaac was, and if you can thus approove your Faith, then rejoyce 
initabove all things, knowing that you are richjn Faith, though you 
want all ow:ward things, for he that hath. Paiuh hath, God to bee] 
[his and that is {ufficient to make him bappy inthe abſence of all other} 
things. | "I TY 
_ particularly 1faaes Faith ſhewed it felfe by many excellent; 
effes in regard of God... For firſt, he ſubmitted himſelfe to God, 
to be offered on the. Altar by his Father according to Gods com- 
 mandement, , not making any reſiſtance, becguſe his Father made 
it manifeſt pato him, that God kad given! him a commancement 
ſo, to offer him, | Hard jt is to ſay, wherher: the obedience of 4- 
| Oraba in being willing to, offer his ſonne, or of 7/aac in yerldiog up 
— WY im- 


, AO 
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himſelfe to be offered were greater, for a man doth. likely love his | | | 
life as welll as he loveth his childe. © Now CA4brabam ſubdued his 
| love of his ſonne unto God, and 7ſaac ſubdued the love of his lifeto | 
God, both notable parternes of ſincere obedience : This. example 
you reade in Gey.22.9. when cAbraham and Iſaac came to the place | 
which God had appointed, _Abraham built an Altar, laid on the woode, | 
and ſtretched forth his hand and totke the knife to ſlay. his ſonne, 1 [aac 
2t that rime was of ſuch an age, that he might have reſi ted his Fa- 
ther being old, or have got himſelfe free by flight from him, but 
he gave up himſclfe into his Fathers hands, or rather into Gods | 


hand, and yecelded his rhroate to the ſtroake of the ſacrificing knife, 
Hereby it 1s apparent, that he began to feare God betime, in that he 
would not withhold himſclfe from God, as his Father did not with- | 
hold his ſonne. | a 308 

O that we could approve our Faith by the like effefts of it, even 
by a willing ycelding of our lives to him when he dothcall forthem, 
and not retuſe ro dic if he ſhould cail vs unto it for his commande- 
ments ſake. God is the author and Lord of our lives, and nothing | . 
is more agreeable to reafon, then that we ſhould be content to give 
up life and all into his hands, from whom we have received life and | al 
all things. And ſurely in this cafe-it ſhall be proved true, which 
our Lord Jeſus telleth inthe Guſpell, whoſoever will looſe his life ſhall | Mit.10 3g. 
ſave it. As 1ſaac was partaker of that great bleſhng wherewith the 
Lord rewarded Abraham for his obedience in offering of his ſonne, 
faying, i» bleſing I will bleſſe thee, and in multiplying 1 will multiply | 
thee, Neither Father nor ſonne you ſee were looſers, by yeclding 
\upthe one his ſonne, the other his life into the hands of God, But 
contrarily, hee that will ſave bis life ſhall undonbtedly looſe his life, for 
he muſt neceſſarily die at ſome other rime as all other men, and then | 
; [his ſoulerſhall be loſt together with his life, becauſe he loved not 
God better then his life, and he that hatech not his owne life in 
compariſon of God, ſhall aotbe counted worthy of him. 

Let us therefore ſee thar our ſoules be ſo thoroughly ſubje&tedunto 
|God, if ever we defire to be counted the ſeede of Abraham and the 
. |brothers of 7/aac. But oh how farre ſhort do very many of us come | 
of this obedience 2 for how ſhould any man beleeve that we would 
readily part with our lives for God, which will not part with honour | | | 
| r-goo s, Or pleaſure, yea any of our finnes at his commandement. | 
| You be not 7ſaacs, if you cannot, be content ro give up your lives to Cy 


Gen.22.17, 


God,how much leſſe if youſtand with him for.other martersfarreleſſe 


then life. % $2 

This is the firſt part of 7ſaacs goodneſle to God-ward, he became 
obedient to death. oe | | 

Secondly, hewas devoute and religious, giventoall holy exerciſes, | 3: He was reli ” 
[by name, to meditation and prayer, principall exerciſes of piety and | ** 4.<53-* 
religious ſervices of God, for ſo it is noted, Gen.26.25. Hee builded 
1 altar there, and called on the name of the Lord, Loc here he wor- 
| IF 3 . __ ſhipped | 
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ſhipped God publikely by ſacrifices and prayers, and though it be 
__ EE that hs ered or prayed beforean Altar at anyothe 
time as 1 remember, yer this once naming of his piety is ſerdowne, | 
to ſignifie his conſtant care irt this duty : his Father brought him upig| 
it, therefore he could ſay, Whereis the lambe ?. 

Indeed, the Lord hath aboliſhed ſuch kinde of Altars, and ſuch 
kinde of ſacrifices now fince the comming of Jeſus Chriſt into the| 
world, and offering himſclfe once for all as a propitiatory ſacrifice 
to take away the finnes of the world, but yet now alfo we have an 
Altar, whereof they have no right to cate that partake of thoſe {a 
crifices. Chriſt Jeſus is our Alrar, who ſantificth all thoſe ſervices 
which we offer up unto God by him, and our ſacrifices are ſpiritual! 
\crifices, acceprable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. The offering of 
|contrite and broken heart God doth much .cſteeme, the offering of 
| praiſes'and prayers, the calves of our lips done unto God inthe name 
'of Chiiſt, are very pleaſing unto him ; the preſenting of our ſelycs, 
Heb.13.16," |ſoules and bodies to him, 1s exceeding delighrtull, yea with doing 
| [of good and diſtributing as with ſacrifices, God is greatly contented, 
Phil.4.:8., as S.Pawl (aith, theſe are as odour of ſweete ſavour, a ſacrifice acceptable 
and pleaſing to God, If a man retire himfelte, and conſidering the 
death of Chrilt for finne, doe humbly preſent himſelte before God, 
confcſling his finnes, and judging himſelfte for them, and labour to 
[lament them wich hearty gricfe before God, as cauſes of the death 
of his ſonne, this is a gratcfull ſacrifice, If hee praiſe God in the] 
Name of Chriſt as for all other benefits, ſo for the great bleſſing of| 
redemption wrought by Chriſt, this alſo-doth give a ſweere odour 
unto God if he even conſecrate himſclfe to God, refolving to walke 
before him in all upright obedience, praying for the Spirit of God 
to ſanRify him, that in all things he may pleaſe God, no Bullocke 
or Ram can pleaſe the Lord ſo well : If he fer apart ſome portion of 
his wea!th ro God, and give it to releeve theneceſſitics of the Saints, 
this is very ſweere incenſe, ſo that hee truſt not in the merit ofthe 
worke, as if it could defcrve any thing for the worthinefle of ir, but 
truſt alone in Chriſt for the acceprition of himſc!fe and it; and all his 
ſervices. Would you confirme to your owne conſciences that you 
be true Tſaacs ? Agske. your ſelves then, doe you offer theſe burnt of- 
ferings, if not, yoube not as Iſaac, childeren of the promiſe,it yea,yol | 
may aflute your ſoules that you be. O then {dy to abound in theſe 
| ſervices. vs 5H 
3-Hepriyed i \ Againe, it is noted that he called on the Name of -God there, and 
good things, | ſo it isnoted, Gen.25.21. that Iſaac intreated the Lord for Rebeccah is 

wife, becauſe ſhee was barren. Hee prayed conſtantly ro God fora 

childe, inchis alſo teſtifying his religiouſneſſe and his Faith. So wee 

| muſt becajefull to pray to God for all good things weneede, for chil- 

.deren if we want them, for g9od ſuccefſe in our callings, -and whatlo- | 

eyer elſe we needceor deſire. For God is the giver of all good things, 

and harh commanded us #9 all things to make onr requeſts re [ 
| M, 
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him, and biddenus, to pray continually and in all thinzs give thankes, ſo 
we att bound toprayas much as 1/azc, Therefore thoſe that are care- 
lefſe of worſhipping God inthis duty according to thar deſcription of 
.awicked man written by David in the fourteenth Pſalme, they call not 
on the name of God, are not ſurely the children of God as was T/eac, bur | | 
|the children of Saran rather, for the Spirit of God isa Spirit ot prayer, | 
and aman carelefle of praying to God doth not truſt in God bat in him- | 
' |ſelfe, doth not acknowledge his providence nor live by faith in him. 
Let mee quicken you to this dury, follow Tfaac, call onthe name of 
God, intreate God for your ſelves, your wives, your children, the 
Church, the Common-weale;, all Saints. I ſay, recommend all per- 
- |fons and all things ro God by fervenrprayer, that he may give you his 
bleſſing and all things may be ſanRtified to you; doe this duty daily 
and conſtantly, We muſtattaine ſpricuall ſtrength every day, from the 
workes of the day by daily prayer, as we attaine naturall ſtrength daily 
bythe foodeof the day. Pray well and live well, pray ill and liveill. 
By this we havefellowſhip with God, by this we become acquainted 
with him,and make him as it were acquainted withus: by this we are | 
made like unto himand draw grace from him, and are more and more 1. 
tranſlated into his image. O rcfolvero be conſtant in this ſervice, and 
lanotemptation of Satan drive you from it, or inte;rupt you in it, let 
no backwardnefle ofthe flcſhcauſe you to omir it, butdoe it ſo well as | 
you be able,and wharſoever objeCtions ariſe breake thorough the ſame, | 
andrell yourſelves, I will doe it, heard or not heard, accepted or not 
accepted, whatſoeycrT be, what fins ſoever I ſhall have, I will conti- 
eto call on the name of the Lord, I will doe my duty let me ſpeede 
s pleaſeth the Lord. 6 I 
Againe, it is noted of Iſaac, Gen.24.62. that he went out intothe field| 4.Hemedita- | 
jo meditate in the evening. This alfois an cxcellentſerviceof God, wee 8 
aecommanded to meditate on Gods Law continually,and tomeditate | * #5: 
on all his wondrous workes. Forthe circumſtances of rtme,place,man - 
ter, every man is left to his owne choice, but the ſubſtance of the d 
\muſt be done. We muſt meditate, we muſt exerciſe our ſelves inthe ſeri- 
{ousconfiderationsof Gods Word and workes, that wee may raiſe out 
ſelves to a fuller knowledge of them, and cauſe our wills and affeRions 
tobe more ſubje& unto our knowledge. Meditation is that which ma- 
keth all erurhs profitable to us, withour this our knowledge will be but 
ſpeculative and talking, 'twill not be practicall and effeCtual! wirhout 
this,we ſhall finde no more benefit by our knowledge then by meate 
digeſted, that cannor yeeld good nouriſhment to the body. This 
muſt increaſe our knowledgeandimproove it, this muſt bring it downe 
the head untothe heart, and ſo into the life. Conſider what T ſay, | x Tim. 2.7. 
| I [RithS. Paul to Timothy, and in other places, hee thatwill a little with- 
| I [draw himſelfe from all other buſineſſes and give himſelfeto muſe of 
things, and take notice ofthe truth and cerrtainety of themand ſo 
\ == his faith inthem,andthen labour with himſclfeto be afteQed | 


with them,and draw from them firme and ſtable reſolurions for the well 
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ordering of his life, ſhall finde more progreſle in one monethrin the life| 
'ofgodlineſle, then he that without meditating doth barely reade and! 
| heare for many yeares together, you muſt cover the ſpiritual ſeede with 


* [earth, you muſt bihde the Word to the tables of your hearts, you muſt! 


hide the Word in your hearts, If you be-{lacke and carelefle of this |: 
duty, your growth in grace will proove exceeding ſlender ; Imirare' 
Iſaac in this ſervice, I know not how a man ſhould come to any ſted- 
talt knowledge of his {inccrity,it he be not one that meditareth on Gods | 
Law. | 

So many as are guilty of utter omitting this duty, let them bewaile 
and conf=ſle this finne ofomiſhton, and now learne allthat would byild 
upthemſelves in godlineſſe, ro be conſtantin it: Benot diſcouraged 
at your imperfections and manifold diſtraftions,and great averlenclle, 
All things ofthis nature are molt difficult at the firit, who reades well at; 
the firſt goingto ſchoole 2 who writes wellatthe firſt ſetting of pento! 
paper. 1t is exerciſe that muſt perfe& our abilities in all ſuch things, be.! 
ginand continue, and benot out.of heart for failings, which the Lord! 
will cafily and gratioufly paſſe by, and you ſhall findethe thing more 
and more cafie and more and more comfortable. 

Another particularthing in Iſaac was, that he was one which tcared! 
| God,his heart ſtood in aweof God, he durſt not offend nor crofle him,] 
| nor oppoſe himſclfe unto his good pleaſure. So it is noted,Ger.27.3 Wy 
[that when he had unwittingly bleſſed acob, and Eſa came in aftcr him, 

he feared exceedingly, and would not reverſe that bleffing, but ſaid, 1 

have bleſſed him and he ſhall be bleſſed, and therefore, Gen.z1.5 4. Tacob| 
{weareth bythe eare of his Father Iſaac, thatis,that God whom his Fi 
ther feared, as in his whole life, ſo eſpecially at that rime when he had| 
newly bleſſed him, on calling ro minde that God had giventhe blel. 
ſing to Jacob,ſaying the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, and thet he hadcare-! 
| lefly and fondly gone abour to transferre the bleiſing to Eſa,out of his 
carnall indulgenceunto him becauſe he wasthe elder, was much atraid| 
to think what a fin he had committed againſt God,and ſo was reſtrained 
'from being bold ro perſiſt inthat carnall parpoſc,but fubmitring his will 
to Gods, he ratifics thatblefſing, which he had ignorantly pronounced; 
therefore it is ſaid, Heb, 1.20, that by faith he bleſſed Eſau avd Jacob 
45 concerning things 10 come, Tt was faith that wrought this fcare inhim, 
and made him reſolute inthe bleſſing given to 7acob - the ſtory of this 
 feare you ſee, Gen.27.33. he trembled exceedingly. | 
| Soitis a good thing. tohaye ſuch an high and reverent eſteemeof 
| Gods greatnefſe, as to make us even tremble very much,when we pet- 
 ceive weehave offended him in going about to doe things contrary 
| tohis will, as 7/aac had in attempting to bleffe Eſau, which now hee 
| bethought himlelte of, when God had unwittingly directed the blel- 
| fing to Jacob which himſelte intended to miſplace. This is a proofe of 
| a ſoftandrender heart;and of an heart uprightly difpoſedto ſerve God. 
| Tt isa fruit'of a good conſcience, to.check us for fin and ſtirre upfeare | 
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"Demand of your ſclves, have you this feare in your hearts, if you 
have not, where 1s any other grace, forit is the beginning of wiſdome, | 
( 


and without it no grace can grow, nocorruption can be truly ſubdued. | 
If you have it, bethankfull for it, and labour to grow init, andto ſer it 
on worke more and more, particularly as juſt occaſion is miniſtred, If) 
you have ſinned, if you be about to ſinne, labour to feare, and fo to ful- | 


, 
| 
| 
: 
! 
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filland worke out your ſalvation in feare and trembling. The Lord our | 
God is 4 great Ged and' a conſuming fire, and if we fiade our ſelves | 
to haveinany kinde offended him, our hearts ſhauld even quake to 
thinke of his diſpleaſure, till it have made us fall downe before him,and 
renew our repentance and ſcek out for a pardon, Burt he that hath a bold 
audatious fcarelefle heart, thar when he hath doh evill, feeleth no ſtir- 
ting of feare, coawe, no dread, fees no danger or perill in the finne, 
haps abuſing the promiſeto make himſelte bold, ſurely cannot ſay, 
that he ſanCtifieth God in his heart and maketh him his dread and his 
feare. Strive. therefore to get and ſtrive to nouriſh and exerciſe this | 
feare in you. | 
The laſt thing to be noted in _7ſaac, was his obedience to the Com: | ;.te obeyed 
mandement of God given him by viſion,ſpoken of, Ger.26.6 the ſtory } he Comman- 
runneth thus, there was in his daics a great famine in Canaan, CA bravan C__ A 
had gone downe to Egypt to ſojourne there in atime of dearth, for it 
kemes to have beene a place of more conſtant plenty then Caraan, | 
[Tags had in his minde ſome thoughts of imitating his Father, God 
wit not fir for him totravell thither, and therefore God appearedro 
bim in ſome viſionand bad him notto deſcend into Egypt, butto dycll 
orſojourne in that land, and promiſeth him ablefling 5 accordingly | 
Iſac ſtoppeth his journey, continues in Gerar, and goethnot downe to 
'Erypt. This was an aRtof true obedience, hee would nor gge to the 
place which God forbad himto go too, though ir might ſceme to have 
\deene fitter for his profit and advantage at that time. 
| 


| Wealſo Brethten, muſt learne to dwell where God would haveus, 
and not to make worldly profit, pleaſure, caſe orthe like, the chooſers | 
of our habitation; yea we muſt learne univerſail obedience, for if.in 
point of habitation I maſt follow God then inall other things beſides. 
Xe what God ſaith in his Word unto us (and that is now inſteede of all 
vifſons, therein now he maketh himſelfe ro appeare unto us) doe ſuch | 
orſuch athjng, doe not ſuch or ſuch athing, promiſing a bleſſing as 
alwaies he doth unto the obedient, We muſt not conſult with fleſh 


wingpiſh the other. He thats ſo diſpoſed,heis an 71ſaac, let him take 
ort, heis a true beleceyer and a godly man, but he that in ſuchcaſc 
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nenr, and to give way- unto ir, his heart is upright with God, and he i; | 
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ward God. »# 

Looke now in what ſort heBehaved himſelfe in regard of men, ang 
in regard of his eſtate and the things of this life. For men, he had Þz, 
rents, a Wife, Children, Neighbours. See his manner of living with 
them all. 

For his Father, he was to him a moſt durifull ſonne, as is manifeſt jn 
ewo things. 1. He yeelded himſclfc to him to be bound and killed, 
Indeed here was more obedicnceto God then to Abraham, and yer? 
great meaſure of obcdicnce to CA brahamalſo, He bare great reſpe&to 
his Father Abraham, inthat hce would be perſwaded by him that God 


| ſhould flieaway and oppoſe himſclte ſo farre as he might, withour hur 
| ting and ſttiking his Father, yea or ſo much as rayling ar him, for theſe 


had commanded him ſo ſtrange athing, he ſhewed himiclfe dutifullty 
God'and his Farther both, in being content to be killed by his Father x 
Gods appointment. 
| You ce, how children ſhould yeeld totheir Parents in all thingsin 
the Lord. It was cxtraordinary, that Iſaac mult yecld ro be flaine 
when God would have it ſo, and had extraordinarily required it, And 
in this particular without the like warrant, (which will never beagaine 
in all the world) nochilde ſhonld yeeld ro let his Father kill him, bur 


being things forbidden, a manſhould rather chooſe to diecyen by the 
rage of his Father,then make bold ro doerhem. Butifin anextraord: 
nary Commandement,obedicnce muſt be givento Parents in ſucha| 
extraordinary thing, then withour doubt in every ordinary thing aP:-| 
rent muſt be obeyed in all things inthe Lord,cven though the commar- 

| dement ſhould be ſo heavieas death it ſe}fe would not be heavicr. The 

Apoſtle hath ſaid, Obey your Parents in all things in the Lord, and thu 

is well pleaſing to God, and this is juſt. 

Where arc you rebellious children 2 Whereare you ſtubborne and 
diſobedicnt daughters Come lay your ſelves inthe ballance with 
Iſaac ; ſee how unlike him you be, he would yeeld to death, you will 
not yceld to lcave thoſcthings which are forbidden you onely, bc 
cauſe they will procure you death, undoing, deſtrution, O youte- 
bels and wretches, you are farre ectough from being Tſaacs, You ſet 
light by Father and Mother,and therefore againſt you ought all ro rake 
upacurſe and ratifie the ſame with _;{Ymen, Woe, wocunto you, U-| 
dutifull children, who deale with your Parents as 1ſrael dealt with 
God, they have brought up and nouriſhed children which have rcbel- 
| led againſt them. God ſhall cut you off from rhe land of the living, 
| his hand ſhall be againſt youtodeſtroy you, and the Zaeles of rhe vat- 
| ley ſhall picke ont your beaſtly eyes, that are bold ro deſpiſe, ogy 
and diſobey your Parents, and wiltully refuſe to obey rhcir law ull 
| commandements. 
| * ButT beſcech you repert of this finne, and prevent this judgements 
[and now Ictall children'be followers of 1ſaac, acknowledge yout Pa- 
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rents amtiority; fubmir 20: then 
your ſcives rather todeartvthen be I 
great benefirbyou have received of | 

ery being from them in your hil education;and” ehs TL #af of 
Gol requircth/the ſame: of you, 3Vhieh ' requirerts dll reaſonable | 
things, an cannotelſc be favedae laft, for he'rhae obeys not | 
_ pgs he _ _y how ſhalt heodey Hiet whom hee he-. 


7 ind al you ,ducifull children, be encomaged, praiſe G64: that Kit 
.|bound your-heartsto reſpeRt your Pareits, and intreatehimito continue 
the ſame ae Rion in you Kill; and know:-that the Lord'wilt bleſſe y4 jou | 
4 he blcfſed Ifaac,and will raiſe you $600 Tarbbs iS retluirs your ſabs- | 
miſfiveneſſero:your Abrahams,” ip ANT 
2.\as ruled 


Bur Iſaac ſkibrmitred himſclfe tv his Father i in anceherth cy aye 
when he was'now growne tobe about forty yeates' of age + pray RE 
himſclfe over to his Father tobe ruled by king! in — Ms di 
{his affections upon any-wotnan withour his conſent; r draw away | | 
ay womans affeftions; nor- married any without thelikinganeprivity”! 
of his Father burtookthe tight and due courſo,/gave ip tilmſelfetotiy | 
Mthersauchorityatid direction; and therefore God?gave him a! 
Iebekb indecd, a comfortable wifeand-Verrabus'woritiny's"!2 © - 1 Jl 
'Tarhis therefore all children are bookdulfero mdateli Otilifen Children 
moſt rake their Parents counſel and diretoninmace Re je Goel hs. 
ntbeſtow themſelves wichourtheir: good liking Ring andcormfent,. hep EE 
my have Gods bleffing attending thenvie their maritgey when rents conſent. 
honour at once both Gd and their Parents, in obeying Gods Goji | 
|nandement and ſhewing: duetcſpe anto'rheit Paretiry,” So did 
IÞmee! though otherwiſe awilde man; for it is Rid of 'him,'thar##! 
Mother tooke him 4 wife. $6.did Iacob afterwards; His''Father Beeffed"| 
bm and ſent him to Padan” Aram 12 rake him a wift of thi "daurbrevs"' of | Gen.x8.1.4. 
Laban his Morhers brother, And when Sampſon ſaw 4womin of Tinnah 
= ror wg hirn well, he ſpake 16 his Father and Mother t0 take the Muide 
m, who went downe thither and made thi mutch for him." Indeed the 
= have-more diſcretion and underſtariding then thechildrenby 
reaſon, of their age” and experience, ard therefore it-is forthe childes | 
260d tofollow rheir advice, ' And ro whommuſt the children /goc eo 
cemfore and helpe in caſe that any croffe befall them 'in'marriage i 
ly to their Parents! of - which comfort/ and helpe.they de 

| ſelves: if"they vetittre ypon marriage without then ': wee know | 
thoſt God hath norjoyned in martizge, whom! pda np | 
ithatcſtare// Now God [Hark made the Parents: his Deparies 
belialfe, ſaying enro thern,g3ve your daughters in muryiagt ad tabeſs - 
fir your dinghters; and/againe;! you ſhall HM Bivs your dive 
'm marriage,nor take their ſonnes' 10'y0uy Halghtir. New troy 
kidthar God joyned them "if their Phretits' detioin Rav 


nilers over hetr in tis ſeed do not: joyne them, te ner = 


te doth joyhc none: in! theſs otir d / ANG thee 
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; And youyoung men and women that be not yet married, ſee that: 
you binde your conſciences and: reſolve: your willsto obey this conjs 
mandement. Follow God in your Parents,and be not ſoraſh and ſelfs 
- , | willed: as to crofſethem and follow: your; owne heads and paſſions. 
| | This duty will be cafie, if you looke carcfully- to your paſſions ar firſt 
and fuffer them natto_be_undifcreetely fixed-upon any perſon, untill: 
you have acquainted your Parents with your deſires, and crav'd theit 
allowance and conſent. But if a man or maide doc inthrall themſelves 
and intangle- others by a diſorderly placing.of their affeRions, then: 
ſhall they make this otherwiſe cafie duty, hard and impoſſible to them- 
ſclyes... Keepe yourſelves therefore Maſters of your owne hearts and| 
ſellnot away.your liberty - through an over-haſty yerlding of you 
ſelves to your unruly paſſions. Suffer not-your mindesto be drawge 
' away. by any.meancs, but pray God to keepe your hearts/inorder, Kt; 
 is;afinfull loye as well as a finfull paſſion,-1n any other; kinde, which! 
trqublcs. an. houſe and-makes the. children.contrary to their Parcnts, | 
ndta.progvethe greateſt craſle that may be-to them, 49 whomthey! 
hy A to have beenethe greateſt comforte.;-.i), - > 1, - 1; _—_ 
2.He buried w 


| 


__ 


\3.ble buries | - Laſtly Tfaas ſhewes his due reſpecunto his Father, by. joyning with 
Geac25-9. . | ſhmarl his. brother in burying his Farher,) for (0 is Laid, his ſowmes: 
| | Lſaec and Iſhmael buricd hine tz the! cave sf Machphelahe This istht bk 
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office that childeren can performe, and they muſt ſhew their love 
and:duty to themin the honourable performarice of this laſt a, as! 
ig teſtifie their love to their Parents, ſo to declare their faithfull hope 
of the refurreion from the dead. For therefore are men with duc 
flemnitics committed to the boſome of the carth, becauſe they | 
expeR their glorious rifing againe, and they fhall not utterly periſh 
and fall as doe the brute and unreaſonable creatures. 

Now ſee Iſaacs carriage towards his mother. There was no love | ;.He loved his 

loft betwixt them, but as Sarah did tenderly love Tſaac, ſo did he re- | 7other deare., 
uite her love with love againe,as is manifeſted inhis ſorrowfull taking Ma 
of her death, though the lived with him to agreat age. For ſo it iS. 
written that after Rebekka% was brought unto him, and he was marricd | 
unto her, Gen,24.ult. Iſaac was comforted after his mothers death, in- 
timating, that even untill then he was grieved for the lofle of her. 
[tis a fault therefore in childeren, overſoone to forget their dead mo- 
thers, and to let their remembrance quickly to ſlip out of their 
mindes, how much more to be weary of their over-long lives, and 
tobeglad when the time comes thar they muſt put them into the duſt, | 
a refpet of ſome paultrey gaine of money, of land rhar they ſhall 
poſſefſe when the Father and marther is dead. All that defire their pa- 
rents death tor their goods ſake, which they ſhall enjoy after them, | 
and are glad when they ſhall change their parents for their goods, 
muſt needes be called wicked and ungratefull childeren. See there- 
forethar you children love even your mothers heartily, moderately 
lamenting their death, that you may make it appeare, their life was 
tota burden unto you. 

And fo have we ſeene 7/aacs goodnefle towards his parents. Looke 
Into his carriage towards his wife Rebeccah, and thar alſo in twothings 
mentioned in Scripture, 

Firſt, it is ſaid, that hee laved ber, Gen.24.ult, This is a thing re- | 4He loved his| 
quired of all husbands, they muſt account themſelves and their ered 1 
yoake-fcllowes but one fleſh, one body as S. Paul commands, yea "TRI 
they muſt love them not with an idle and meere verball love, but 
mh-ſuch a loveas they beare uvto themſelves, that cauſeth them 
toloye and cheriſh themſelves, ſo as above all things they muſt not 

de bitter againſt them, as S. Pal informeth the Collofians. Indeed | col.z.1g, 
decauſethe Lord hath knir man and wife together in the neercſt bond, 
aufing them to be but one fleſh, therefore ſhould their loves be moſt 
frventand abundant. A man muſt therefore love his wife above all 
ather perſons, hee muſt forſake father and mother and cleave unto his | Gena24, 
we; as Adam ſaid at firſt, yea in reſpe of matrimoniall love, he 
mſtlove her alone and nohie other buther. 
|! :Youtherefore that are husbands and have wives, come andanſwer 
ore God, how doe you love your wives? how doe you cheriſh 
| {hem with all comfortable maintenance and kindneſſes? how arc 
| © YOu'carcfull to ſhun all tartneſle and bitterneſle 2 all froward peeviſh | - | 
| [/Yords- and: geſtures, all diſcurtcous quarrellings with them, and. 
"Y 14117 7 
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there fore a great offence in an husband, not to beare a tender and con. 


ſtant love unto his wife. 

' Andnow all you husbands profit by 7ſaacs example, and humbly 
pray to God to frame your hearts to the untaigned love of you 
wives. This is the way. to make youlike comfortably and chaſtl, 
a man ſhall he happy if he enjoy whart he loveth, and loye whath: 
muſt enjoy. They live with great peace in themſelves, that for cor- 
(ſcience ſake to God have their ſoules knit unto their wives, but hee, 
whoſe affeRions are diljoyned and divorced from his wife, doth live 
in perpetuall vexarion, becauſe he hath not ſubjeRed his affeQion 
'to the commandement of God, and fixed his heart on her to whon 
God would haveit united. And hethat loveth not his wife honeſtly, 
is in perpetvall danger ro bee caught with the unchaſt loye 
of another woman, therfore Salozon bids one, wander in the Int 
—_ of his owne wife, for why ſaith hee ſhowldſt thou be taken with a fragt 
: woman. 

This duty therefore is very requiſite, and every good man mult 
heartily crie to God to worke in his heart this vertuous aftecionts- 
wards his wife, that love may make him able to performe all othet 
duties, without which he muſt needs be defetive inal) other matrimo- 
niall offices. 

5- Heconten-| Another thing very commendable in 7/aac towards his wite ws 
red him(elfe . , ; , 
with Rebekah. ©11S> that hee contented himfelte with Rebekah alone, and did not 
take that unlawfull liberty which yet the common cuſtome ofthole 
times did make to ſeeme lawfull to many otherwiſe godly men, of 
| having more wives thenone, as had Abrahamthe Father of 7ſauc, and 
Laceb his fanne. A man ſhould keepe himſelfe wholly to the witc 
of his youth, and nor divide himſelfe betwixt two, remembring, 
that God at firſt made them male and female, and created but one fir 0, 
2s Malachie,2.15. noteth, though hee had 3bundance of ſpirit becſ 
hee ſought a godly ſeede, yea hee ſaid, 4 mar ſhall cleave to his wif@ 
(not wives) and they two, as our Saviour interprets it, ſhall bee % 
fleſh. The:cuſtome of our times inforceth men to this duty, but 1t!5 
a fault when they doe it not heartily, but rather for cuftome then fo! 


| conſcience, yea many that ſhame will not ſuffer to keepe more "oy 
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| 
then one, yet ſecretly give themſclyes to other women, and ſo vi-! 
olate their covenant of marriage, and defile themſelves with great| 
[lutions. | 


, : abs wile 
celling how bitter her life would prove it Tacob alſo ſhould oy in| pt Fe | 


{ſuch ill nurtured wives, he ſends him away according to her defire, | 
to take a wife in Padan-aram : So ſhould every good man bercady 
to hearken to his wives advice and counſell, and to gratific her in 
thoſe things thar are fir, nor to croſle and contradict her. This is a | 
part of due kindnefle to your wives,ſeethat you negle&t itnottothe pro- 


curing of mutuall and continuall diſcord betwixt you. 


So have we conſidered Iſaacs good carriage towards God and his | 
arents, Father and mother, and towards his wife ; hee was a parent \ 
and had children, even two ſonnes Eſau and 7acob; Now he bleſſed | 


wiſhing and praying for a bleſſing upon them, but a propheticall pre- is children 
dition of a bleſſing in Godsname, whereof if he had not received Ji int. 
apromiſe from God, and alſo beleeved that promiſe, neither he nor | : 
[his children would have made ſo great account of ir. All of us cannot | 

bleſfſe our children in this manner, for the gift of prophecie is wan- 

ting unto us, but all of us muſt in Faith bleſſe our children, thar is, | 

pray for a bleſſing at Gods hand upon our ſeedeas well as our ſelves. | 

Yea wee mult all apply our ſelves to the fincere ob:dience which ' 

hath an ample promiſe of bleſſing annexed, and cannot failero pro- | 

cure a bleſſing, ſince God will nor faile to fulfill his word. Why is | 
apropheticall bleſſing of ſome valew ? ſurely, becaulcit is a certaine | 

thing, as having irs originall in Gods fideliry, who having ſaid it 

ſhall be ſo, muſt eirher accompliſh it with his hand, or elſe falfthe | 

his word, which is impoſſible. Now it is as impoſſible, that God | 

ſhould negleR to keepe his promiſe as to fulfill his prediQions ; 
[Nherefore ſccing all bleſſings are plentifully promiſed ro him that 
walketh before God uprightly and conſtantly, doe this O yee Fa- 
thers, this is to bleſſe your childeren in faith, bur if you follow your 
owne hearts and leave the wayes of God, and goe forward in pathes | 
of impiety and unrighteouſneſſe, then doe you curſe your ſelves and | 
your children, and worſe then pronounce a curſe, even pull downea | 
curſe upon your ſelves and them. 


| 


whom God 
had elyen it, 


the Church to continue in his poſteriry, and ſpirituall benefits to 
{belong to himand them. There was a time when 7ſaac out of heede- | 
leſleneſle or forgerfulneſſe, or ſome other carnall conſideration, was | 
minded to have ſerled this ſpeciall bleffing upon Z/aw, but being / 
made to perceive that he had offended therein and gone againſt the | 
ral of God, he returned to a right courſe, and calling 7acob whom 


Laſtly, Tſaac was ready to hearken to his wife Rebekahs counſell, | 6, He hearke- 
and when ſhe complained of Eſa wivesevil! and froward behaviour, | Þ*#. © 4%: 


both of them, and that out of Paith : for his bleſſing was nota bare | 7, Hee blefſeg 


Further, 1ſaac did conferre the principall blefling upon 7acob ro | *: Fe _ 


[Whom God had givenit, even that bleſſing which comayned in it, | pali blefling 
ot cauſing of Chriſt the promiſed ſeede to come from his loynes, | upon Zacob tc 
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he had unwittingly blefled before thinking himto be Eſau, hee now 
againe wittingly and willingly blefleth under his owne name and in 
his owne perſon. Parents have not now the beſtowing ofthis ſpj. 
riruall bleſſing upon children as then 7/auc had ir miniſterially , by 
all parents ſhou!ld chictcly labour to intcreittheir children init, Foy 
what will itavaile to have the far of the earth and dew of Heay 
if wee goe without the favour of God in Chriſt? And when an 
Father perceives thar God hath vouchſated to any of their childrep 
this ſpirituall bleſſing, in that they be made carefull-ro ſerve, wor. 
ſhip and obey him as 7acob did, theſe muſt inherit their affeRiong 
more plentifully then others of their children in whom ſuch grace ig 
| wanting. Thedmage of God muſt over-rule our affeRions, not carnal] 
things,as at length it did 7/.acs. 

Thus we have ſhewed what was good in 7ſaac, in reſpe& of thoſe 
that were of his owne family, for wee reade not of any ſpeciall 
| potor in his carriage to ſervants. See now what a one hee was to 

his neighbours farther of. Firſt to Ab/melech, then to the men of 
Gerar. | 
For Abimelech, hee had wronged him in affirming his wife to be 
his ſiſter. Abimelech by ſecing ſome familiar carriage betwixt them, 
| was induced to be fully perſwaded that ſhe was his wife, and there- 
| fore cals him, and begins to.reprove him for it. 1ſaac maketh ng 
defence at all for himſclte, bur by his filenceacceptsthe reproofe, con- 
feſſing his fault. 
He accepted| Its agood thing when we have done amiſle and arecharged with 
.-- wa re: it, atleaſt torefrainc our tongues from denying, detending, cxcufing| 
ON" and the like, and at leaſt by not gaine-ſaying, to make it appeare 
that wee pleaſe nor our ſelves ſtill in the ſame offence. Indeedea 
| plaine acknowledging is the beſt of all, but a not gaine-ſaying, not 
| ſhifting, not winding our by words is at leaſt neceſſary. It were! 
| a grace to a number, if they had a minde ſo willing to mend, 
that they might not have a tongue ready to ſpeake againſt a rc-! 
roofe. | 
F But further, 4bimelech came to him after to make a Covenant with 
| him, bringing alone his chicfe officer and ſpeciall fayaurire, Though! 
Abimelech had beene ſomewhat diſcourteous to Abraham before, and| 

had chaſed him away from him, yet Iſaac is not fo farre leavened 
with diſcontent as to rejeQt Abimelechs motion, but having gently 
minded him of that unkindnefle, is yet ready to imbrace his offcr 
of amity. Why be not wee all of alike mind in this matter ? to 
| | paſſe by unkindneſles quickly, and be never a whit the lefſe forward 
| toany good office of love, becauſe we haye met with ſome very ut- 
| loving paſſages from the ſame men before. Tr is a fruite of wiſedome 
| and-charity to cover wrongs as. from others by forbearing to blaze 
them abroad, ſo from ones ſelfe, by: forbearing to call them to 
minde, ſo as to be eſtranged from him that hath offered them, and 
. made lefle forward to interchange amity with him afterwards. i 
| c 
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hee hath lirtle cither love or humility or diſcretion, that knowes | 
not how to keepe downe the thought of an injury, bur that ir makes 
him {till averſe from offering or accepting curteſics from the authors 


of it. ; 
Againe, Iſaac made ©Abimelcch and his company a feaſt. Iris | x0.He made 


kt ro uſe good hoſpitality, and with liberall entertainement to re- | Abimelech an 
ceive thoſe thar have occaſion to come unto us according totheir | poo mPa"y 
places, Abraham did this before. This degree of hoſ itality 
hath beene found in Heathens to their commendation z but the beft 
hoſpitality is that, which entertaines the poore that are never likely 
to be able ro make amends. God will become pay-maſter of that 
coſt which the poore is not abletorequite. 
Againe, Iſaac had ſomething to doe with the men of Gerar, for 
they contended with him unjuſtly for divers Wells of water which 
his ſervants had digged, and hee patiently yeelds to them and 
will not make a brawle of it. Ir behooveth us to ſhew the like 
moderation, and not tobe fierce in ſtriving againſt them which will | 
[needs be unjuſt in ſtriving againſt us, 
Now for Iſaacs eftate, he was a good husband, dug Welles, fow- | ,, w. ..s » 
ed corne, - and fo increaſed his eſtate through Gods bleſſing upon | good husband } 
his diligence, C3: {.9:6'71. Q | 
Good husbandry is athing commendable among alt men aswell as 
pleaſing ro God,it hath the promiſe of ſufficiency of maintehance an- - 
nexed to it for incouragement. We muſt every marr with ſo mich 
diligence and diſcretion ordcr our eſtate, that wee may become ca- 
able of abundance and may not deprive our ſelves of ſo comforta- | | 
le athing as plenty is. Onely inour labour, let us looke that wee 
be moderate, that exceſſive labowing about earthly buſineſſes doe 
not induce ancgle& of thoſe things that concerne a better life, let | 
your chiefe care be for Heavenly things, and yet negle& not theſe 
temporary in their places : but hee that through unthriftineſſe un- 
does or hinders himſelte, how can we conceive that he ſhall be wiſe | 
enough to ſecke ſpirituall things, that hath no wit to ger tem- | 
ll 
766 when Iſaac digged a Well, for which atlength the Phi- | :z.He made a 
litines contended not with him, hee called the name of it Rehoboth, | (pirituall uſe 
andfaid, now the Lord hath made roome for us and wee ſhall increaſe_ | *vlycom- 
m the earth, Gen.26.22. taking notice of Gods goodneſle, in the 
quiet enjoyment of thar' benefit, and by faith- perſwading bimſelfe 
of Gods bleſſing upon him, 'and ſo nor carnally but ſpiritually re- 
Joycing*in the'remporall benefit. 
Ah that wee could make toour ſelves a ſpirituall uſe of carthly | 
commodities as 1ſaac, to ſee God in them wihthankefullneſſe,/ and 
to learne to depend upov him for proſperity and not-upon our owne | 
indeayours; and in particular, that if God'grant us /quietneſſe, and | 
reſtraine men from conteriding and quarrelling with us, ſo that wee 
haye peace inour houſes, we could then give'praiſe to-him, and take, | 
2 T 2 comfort” Re 
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comfort in/him and repoſe our confidence in him. The fight of: 
Godin owtwgedthings is infinitely more comfortable,then thethingy 
themſelves how grear ſoever they be. | 

And thus much of 1/aess vertues; ſome faults he had too which 
wee muſt looke upon to reforme in our ſelves, not to imitate, for 
lit is a childiſh folly to follow after thoſe that goe before us, 
though they runne thorough puddles : Tſaacs faults were: ſome in 
reſpe& of God, ſome in reſpect of man, viz. his ſonnes and «Ab. 
| melech,and ſome in refpe of himſclfe. | 

x. He forgat As for God, he finncd ſurely, in forgetting himſelfe ſo farre asty 
_— o | reſolve inhis minde to bleſſe his ſonne Eſav, whereas God had ſaid, 
; the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, He ſhould have beene mindfull of 
that propheticall anſwer, which was given concerning thoſe twg 
ſonnes, even when they ſtrove in their Mothers wombes : unleſſe 
wee ſhall ſay, that the whole paſſage was ſo carried as it was con- 
cealed from Iſaac: bur that is nothing probable, it can hardly 
be conceived that Rebekah would not acquaint her husbane, bath 
that ſhee felt ſo ſtrange a ſtriving in her wombe, (which made her 
ſeeke to God to know the matter) as alſo what anſwer ſhee recei. 
ved from God, .Taking that for granted which is ſo probable, that 
there is n@ reaſon to doubt of it, I ſay wee may note a fault in 
good Iſac, yea good old Iſaac, hee forgate the Word of God 
which had beene ſpoken ſome yeares before , and that ſo u- 
cerly, as hee determined'to have croſſed it and gone dire@tly 4 
gainſt it. 
| It is a fault from whichthe beſt-men alive arc not exempted, even| 
(ſo to forget Gods Word, as to be ready out of forgetfullneſle to! 
\tranſgreſle ir. This forgettullneſſe ariſerh many times from hecde-! 
leſnefſe, and many times from continuance and length of time, 
[and ſometimes from very ſtrength of paſſion and diſtemper, which 
| doth caſt out the remembrance of good things from the minde. 
| David and all the Pricſts had forgotten that which at leaſt ſome 
, of them had read concerning the not carting of Gods Arke, but 
Carrying it upon the Prieſts ſhoulders 5 7acob after had little elle 
(then forgate the vow hee made unto God in his afflitien. 1 pray! 
| you take heed of ſuch forgetfullneſſe, medirate often that you may 
. [remember ſeaſonably, pray God to write his Lawes in your hears, 
| and to make his holy Spirit to become your remembrancer, that 
your knowledge be not made unprofitable through forgetfullnelle, 
| for that which is nor ficly called ro minde is in a manner as if it 
were not. And if you mcete with ſuch a weakeneſſe as this »i 
yoo ſelves, looke that you be duely abaſed in the fight of it, but 
not out of heart as if you were deſtitute of all grace, becauſe 
you are imperfe& in it, bur take comfort to ſecke and hope fort | 
pardon upon your humble confeſſion, when the Lord pleaſcth to | 
put you in remembrance againe. If Peter had remembred. Chrilts | 
| words before, hee might perhaps have cſcaped his great path | 
: E 
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denying his Maſter, but hee  remembred it after to make him 
weepe bitterly. It were a comfortable thing to call ro minde thoſe 
things that ſhould preſerve us from finne ſo timely, that we might 
be ſo preſerved by them, Bur if wee have done otherwile, it be- 
hooveth us to pur our ſelves in minde of them after to worke godly | 
ſorrow, and then turning to God wee muſt not ſuffer our ſelves 
to doubr, but that hee will vouchſafe to accept us. 

Now Iſaac offended ſomething againſt men. In reſpeR of his | >.Hee loved 
two ſonnes, at firſt he Joved Eſa better then 7acob and that for car- | £/«» berter 
nall reſpe&s, becauſe Eſau by his hunting ſupplied him with ſuch | {100 4202%and 
kinde of meate as was contentfull to him. Ir was without doubt a reſpeQs, 
weakeneſſe in him and deſerveth taxing. Should Iſaac beare fa-\ 
your to agraceleſſe ſonne for veniſons ſake, rather then to a godly 
ſonne for vertue ſake 2 Should our paſſions, fancies, appetites car- 
rie us away and over-rule our affeftions. Surely as David withed 
thoſe that feared God to come unto him, and he would chooſethem 
for his companions; ſo fhould every man make godlinefle the rule 
of his affetions, ſo as when other things be even to give picty the | 
preheminence, and cauſe godclinefſe to caſt the ſcale as it were, It | 
1sa fault in any man to love a worſe childe above a better for any 
iniſter reſpet, Abraham loved not 1{hmatl above Iſaac, to pre- | 
[yent that it may be thought, that God commanded 1ſhmael to be { 
caſt out, that hee might not be thought a mecte perſon ar leaſt to | 
partake with 7ſaac in his inheritance. And as to be carried away 
in our affeions to children (by affecting them moſt that. deſerve it 
leaſt) in carnall reſpeQs is a finne, fo likewiſe rowards other per- 
ſons alſo, ſervants, neighbours or any other. Therefore hee th 
hath done ſo or findes himſelfe fo inclined, muſt be humbled in his 
folly and labour ar laſt to reQifie his love, as wee ſhew'd you be- 
fore, that Iſaac did when God diſcovered his weakenefſle to 
him, | | 

Now in reſpe& of _Abimelech, Iſaac offended by lying out of 3 He did lie 
feare, when the men of Gerar began to queſtion with him about | ®* *fexre- 
his wife, - he began to ſuſpe&, that they meant no good in ſuch | 
inquirie, and fearing ſome 1ll uſage from them if hee ſhould have 
profeſſed himſelfe her husband, helped the matter with a ſudden 
lic, and ſaid ſhee was his Siſter, Gen.26.7. you ſee hee inheriteth 
here his Fathers carnall feare, and carnall ſhifr, of lying to prevent 
the evill feared. Here wee have two plaine faults, his immoderate 
feare, and his lying to helpe himſclfe at a pinch ; to be afraid of 
death ſo that there appeare ſome likelihood that it will come up- 
on us ſuddenly and violently,we ſuffer our ſelves to be drawne into 
finne for the eſcaping of it, is afin and ſuch afin ir is, as hath often 
diſcovered it ſelfe in good men. Wee nortcd -it in CAbrabam 
twice upon the ſame occaſion that is here mentioned ; So it be- 
fell David, when hee came firſt to CAhiſh King of Gath, fo to | 
(Peter and others. The inordinatcneſle of the feare of death ariſcth Wo 
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from weaketeſſe of faich, both itt that arttab doth tior ſo RedFaitly 
rely upoti God for defence and ſafeguard of life, , as aHd for ſaly4. 
tion of his ſoule after dearth, or becauſe hee 1s not fo well verſed! 
in the meditations of death and Heaven, as to become ſufficiently 
| heavenly-minded. Fot if wee did fully perſwade our fclves that 
God would ſtand by us inperill, that hee would be our ſhield ang 
buckler, then ir would befall us according to that of David, The 
Lord is on my ſide, 1 will not feare what man can doe anto ane; by 
in the beſt this confidence is often weakened, and they are taken 
twprovided chrough the ſuddenneſle of the danger, or rhe like oe. 
| caſio, or it is likely that the foule which ſo feareth death, as b 
finne ro ſhun the ſame, dothnot ſo thoroughly aflure it ſclfe of al 
vation, or hath not fo clearely and fully apprehended the excel. 
lency of ſalvation; for donbtleſſe death would be welcometo him | 
rather then tertible, that did apprehend it as a darke entric leadi 
rothe glorious palace of gloty, and had well conſidered of the great. 
nefle of that glory. | | 
I beſeech you take paines to helpe your ſclves-againſt the fears 
of death, and ro worke in your hearts ſo truly couragious a temper, 
that though it ſhould preſent it ſclfe ro you naked and withour dif. 
guiſe, and thar tuddenly, and that in ſhew unpreventably, yer you 
might be ſo conſtant and fo ſerled as not ro betake your ſcives unto 
any finfull meanes of cſ{cape, but rather chooſe to die then to finne 
avainſt God, as knowing death to be no great matrer, but finneto 
be ar hatefull thing and worſe by farre then death. And hoy 
ſhould this undannred and fpirituall fortitude be attained but by| 
converfing with death often in your thoughts? ſo as to'get ſome 
good aſſurance, that it ſhall not be able to carry you. to the te- 
gion of darknefſe to cternall death, but alone to ler you out of this 
dungeon into a roome farre more lightfome and blisfull. He that 
thinkes much of death, ſo as to make himſfelfe carcfull by frequent 
{ renewing of his repentance and amendmefit of his life, to get his 
| falvation aſſured to himſelfe, ſhall at laſt be happily armed againſt 
the feare of death, and ſhall be made {o reſoline as to choke ® 
ther to die then finne; | 
Againe, if you fide ſo much weakeneſſe in any of Gods Saints 
with whom you live, as you finde recorded in the ſtory of ſac, 
I pray yoube no harſher to them then you be to him. Tell mee | 
{ what thinke you of Tſazc? was hee agodly man or tot? if you! 
ſay no, you contradit the Scripture, if you fay yea, then you: 
| muſt fearne nor ro deny ro ariorher the name of a good man, be- 
cauſe you mecte with the like diſorders. in hit rhat are here noted | 
| in 1ſazc, if hee feare too much; if hee hath uſed fome ſinful 
tiettes ro efcape death or other dinger. Nay a man ought not bd 
on bimfclfe the name of a man truly ſan&ified, becauſe het! 
Andech the fame impatFeQtons in himfelfe. To call ft queſtion 
{ones being ſanRified in reſpet of the hitigihs on of ſuch weake- 
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tefſes, is ro nip and di e the worke of grace, and to hin-' 
der the growth of it no lefſe then a cold froſt doth hinder fruires| 
from growing. | 
' But 7ſaac rellcth a manifeſt lie. Lying is a finne, and the Hine | 
lyngue will bring deſtruction; but to bee fo tranſported with ſome: | 
preſent paſſion, as to be rhruſt into the mire of lyihg is ſuch athing | 
[as may befall a godly man. Come and take heede; that youdoe | 
not itmbolden your ſelves to lie by abuſing this and the like Exam: | 
ples, but rather reſolve and pray againſt ir,as knowing in how much | 
danger you ftand of falling into ir. For though to bee over-taken | 
with this figne in haſt, doe not diſproove the truth of ſarictiry; yer | 
to be alier (one thar makes account that this is ſo ſmall anoffence, 
that hee will not be ſo preciſe as to forbeare to helpe himſelte by 

it if need be) this is a proote of a man that hath not yer gotten 
any ſanity. Lying is a finne fo plaine, that ſcarce is it poſſible to 
|be ignorant of it, but through wilfullneſſe, becauſe a man refuſerth 

to be willing to know rhat fault which hee is not willing to leave. 
'For © man can choole but blame ir in aftother, and therefore his 

inward ſoule doth plainely tell him that icis alſo naught in himſelfe. | 
Now to live purpoſely in a knowne (inne, reſolving that hee muſt ; 
ahd will doc it if 6ccation ſerve, this is to be a worker of iniquity. ; 


have put off the old man, \ntimating that hee hath not cait off any | 
pate of the old man, that hath nut throwne away this rag of it. | 


icy after ir. Therefore you muſt determinately conclude with | 
yout ſelves, 1 pt away lying and ſpeake the truth one t6 amt+ 
tht, In theſe two things Tſazc finned againit G O D and him- 


But his ſinne_ againſt Abimelech was, in that hee was like to 
have drawne him occaſionally intro a great finne , hee did rhar 
Which might eaſily have hazarded him tothinke of making Rebekah 
ks Wife, that is, of committing adultery. Ir is a finne to become 


Cura can AG1 


Remetmber therefore the word of S. Pant, Put away lying ſeeing y0a Ephel.qQz5. 


ihs Will breed boldnefle ro {inne, hard-heartednefſe in it, imapu- | 


| 


{ſtumbling blocke to another by doing that which may make him 


bold to doe athing that is finfull , as _Abimelech complained to 


utc ei 


KHorting, giving cvill example or the like. Be carcfull not to 
pittake with other mens finnes, and it you can call to:minde an 
thing done by your ſelves.inthe like nature, wiz, ſuch an a& as 
might have pulled another to wickedneſſe, though the ill effe& 
live not followed, yet you rtiuſt repent of your uncharitableneſſe 
|id raſhneſſe herein. | 

| Another faiilt 6f 7/aacs is this, tharhe had too great reſpeRttogood 
| fate, he loved his tooth and palate a littletoo much, he was an aged 
| mar atid hee gave hitnfetfe'Ttittle: friote then enough ro ſavoury 
|Meate, and his love 19 good fare carticd him fo farte awty in his 
£& 5 affections, 


es 


Aha and Alſo to Iſaac ; rake heede that you become nor ſtum- | 
blits blockes in a more palpable faſhion, by inticing, perſwading, ' 
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5, He loved 
geod fare too 
much, 


| 


, 


| 


— 


Ces N., - The Example of Caua ny 21, 


His Benehcs. 
1+ Spiritual, 
God made his 
covenant with 
him. 


4 
. 
# 


| [Tt he have, give hearty praiſes to him, rake unſpeakable comfort in 
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affeions, that he loved Eſau more then Tacob, Gen.z5.28. Surely, 
it was too great a love to Veniſon, that cauſed him to love a worſe 
ſonneabove a better. This is a weakeneſle againſt which ir is neede. 
full ro ſtrive, our ſenſuality inclineth us unto it, wee are apt tg 
| thinke ir no finne, may not a man uſe Gods bencfits and enjoy 
the comforts of this life in good meaſure why ſhould not hee 
| fare well that hath much given him by God Bur ſure to beg 
| aver-ruled by ones palate, that any diſorders be bred thence in ones 
life towards any perſon or thing, cannot but be a finne for all 
theſe excuſes. Doe not wee know that cockering of the body 
doth likely deprefle the ſoule 2 and the fecding of the belly and| 
pleaſing of the taite doth breed an aptneſle to be lefle delighted with 
better chings, 
Thus you have Iſaacs faults. Firſt, Forgetfulneſle of Gods pro- 
'miſe. Secondly, Carnall feare of death. Thirdly, Lying to pre. 
vent danger. Fourthly, Scandalizing 4bimelech. Fifcly, over-loving 
his worſer ſonne,and Sixrly, Over-loving good fare. We will goe on 
now to conſider what bleflings he enjoyed. . 

Firſt Spirituall, God pleaſed to make his covenant in him, and 
[to beftow the birth-right and blcfſing upon him, and therefore alſy 
did appeare to him and bleſſed him, Gen.25.3,4. and after, Yerſ.24, 
{Itis a ſingular favour of God, to give a man fpirituall bleings, to 


Ce 


| 


make him his childe, to appeare to him and comfort him, by 
giving him aſſurance that hos is his childe, and confirme hi 
Faith in his gracious promiſes. This is the greateſt favour, to 
bleſſe us with ſpirituall bleſſings, . 7/hmael had the terrene, but 
Tfaac had the ſpirituall bleſſings, theſe were given alſo to 7acob xs] 
a ſingular prerogative. Ir is an admirable favour indeede to er- 
joy theſe, for they will not ceaſe at the end of this life, but will 
continue till another life and will bec perfefted in another le 
cternally. 

I pray you confider whether God have vouchſafed theſe unto you, 
hath he cauſed youto feare his name? hath he made you to belecye| 
his promiſes 2 hath he appeared ro you in his word and ordinances? 
and given you ſome happy apprehenſion of his goodnefle in Chrilt, 
making you know, that he will fulfill ro you the bleſſing of 4 braban. 


him, account all your other croſſes nothing. Rejoyce in him eyer- 
more, that hath tranſlated you from the power of darkeneſſe to his 
'owne Kingdome, Happy is hethar is madethe childe of God,though 
he be in great calamity for outward thipgs. Know the incomparable 
greatnefle of his favour, that you may rejoyce in it, indeſpight ofall 
croſſes. And labour to get more and more affuranceof your intereſt 
unto God and happy eſtate this way, that you may be more and more 
comforted. Bur if you have nor theſe ſpirituall good things, doc 


not account your ſelves happy, becauſe of the outward, thinke not | 


| that you are in a good eſtate whatſoever you poſleſle, if you police 
| Ot b 
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not Gods Spiritto make you Gods childe, to ſeale you to the day of 
redemption, to comfort you in all times, with making himſclfe more 
and more afſuredly knowne unto you. Whaxr is itto enjoy a dreame 
of proſperity in this {leepe of naturall 1: 


- 


263 | 


fe? and then to ſpend ones 
eternall being in cndlefſe and irremediable and unſufferable miſery. 
Reſt not your ſelyes ſatisfied in outward things, count not your ſelves | 
happy in having them, never thinke you have any thing till you 
have grace, till you have Chriſt, till you have intereſt into Heaven, | 
that eternall land of promiſe, and ſcr your ſelves in fecling of the 
| want of theſe things to ſeeke them in Gods ordinances, Prayer, 
the Word, Sacraments, and you ſhall have them, for you wane 
them not that live in the Church, but for want of care duely to ſeeke 


them. 
Againe, conſider Tſaacs temporall bleſſings, he had a very good | # Temporall 


wife, Rebekah, that carried her ſelfe well towards him, and was | y,c._ * 89% 
carefull ro keepe him from offending, in tranſlating the blefling con- : 
rrary to Gods pleaſure, wherein though ſhee uſed deceit, yer ſhee 
[brought him intothe right way, afore he knew of ir,and cauſed him to 
doe well when hethought ro.doc evill. 

Againe, he had one very gracious and godly childe, Jacob, and | > On+ zodl 
another though not ſo godly as we can afſurecly ſay he feared God, or oy | 
yet one thar reſpeQed him, that did thrive in the world, and was | ſpected him. 
of commendable outward carriage among men, for ſo was Eſas, 
he ſhewed regard to Iſaac, grew great in worldly greatneſſe, and had 
aname among men. 

Third!y, hce hud a greate meaſure of wealth, and was a man of | 3. Was very 
great ſtare and eſtceme , ſo that King <Abimelech defired his |" 
|triendſhip, and though ſome envied and wronged him, yet they 

could not hinder Gods bleſſing from attending him, eſpecially one 
yeere God gave him a ſi1gular bleſſing, for he fowed and reaped, and | Gen.a6. 12, 
2s by Faich he beleeved that God would, ſo God did make him 
[roomth and he became fruitfull inthe land. 

And laſt of all; helived along time in this world to enjoy alltheſe| 4. He lived 
things, and lived to continue with his wife Rebekah, ſhee lived as long, 
long or neere as long as he, which could not bur be a great comfort 
to him. So you {ce hee had all abundance of outward contents for 
his children,wite,ſtate,c. 

Now I bzeſcech you reckon betwixt God and your ſelves 1 hath| 
not God bcene as; favourable to ſome of you as to Iſaac ? ſo that 
you have good, vyertuous, and dutifull and religious wives, which| 
will helpe your: errors, and cheriſh your bodies, and doe you all the 
good they can. Hath nor hee given ſome of you good and godly 
children, at leaſt ſome, or one, and the reſt civill and thriving 2 Harh 
not he given you a wealthy eſtate ? not ſo rich as 1ſaac but even rich 
enough, I mcane ſo much as will inable youto enjoy your ſelves in 
the world, and to paſſe thorough the world with comfort. Hath not | 


he proſpered the-worke of your hands 2 and given you roomth, ol 
madel 
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| \made you increaſe, yea hath hee not made you live a long timetg| 
enjoy. all theſe things 2 If ſo, let theſe benefirs become matter of 

praiſe, let them become arguments of obedience, labour to be try.) 
y thankfull for them, that you may finde them truly beneficiall;' 
make a ſpirituall uſe of temporall bleſſings. | 
And-it any want theſe things, let him ſee how rich God is,and: 
ler him even ruſt in him for ſufficiency in outward things, and: 
count it enough that it pleaſeth God ro give him better things as | 
exhorted before. And if any of Gods people finde not theſe things! 
ſo granted to himſelfe, let him not take Gods dealing with himin' 
the worſt part, let him not aſcribe it to want of love to him, by: 
to his wiſcdome, that ſecing him not ſo capable of theſe things, 
doth withdraw from him that thing which hee ſees would be hur. 
full unto him. Wee muſt not miſconſter Gods forbearing to pive 
outward things. Yea now let all men encourage themſelves to bee 
obedicnt to God, and to feare him as did 1ſaac, for you ſee in hin! 
that God is ready to reward his ſervants with great commodities 
and comforts in this life too. Hee will not alone ſave them, but 
ſo farre as is good, make their eſtate proſperous here below. That 
| godlineſſe which hath the promiſe ſhall alſo have the performance 
of good things for this preſent life and that which is to come, 
| I know, that theſe bee common benefits, bur when they come 
ſweetened with Gods bleſſing, then they'are truly comfortable, and 
| ſo ſhall they be to him that intereſts himſelfe ro them: by gerting 
into Chriſt, and walking in him in holinefſe ang godly converſy 
tion, | ; 


 Iſaccs crofles, 


So wee have done with 7/azcs benefits, now his croſſes; for nci- 

[ther could hee, nor can any man in this life ſcape but thar more 
or leſle hee ſhall mecte with afflictions. Firſt in reſpe& of his bo- 
dy. 2. His ſtate. 3. His children. 

1.He waslong| For his body, hee was blinde many yeares, for hee was mat 

| blinde. ried at forty, at ſixty hee had Eſau and Iacob ; Jacob was about 

| ſeventy {ix yeares when he came to Laban, fo then Tſaas was 2 hut- 


 dred thirty fixe yeares, and at that time hee could not diſceme 
| Eſau and Tacob one from the other by fight, and he lived in all 180 
yeares, from which if you ſubtra&t 136, then will remaine for- 
ty foure yeares, ſo long did 7ſaac live without the uſe of his cy 
| TRONIEe learne you to bee thankefull that God hath given you 
your eyc-fight even to your lives: end, ſo that you want not this 
ſence at all till death, or at leaſt want it not ſo- long a ſpace. of 
time. Sight is a great comfort, it is pleaſant to ſee the Sunne 
and: to bee able with our eyes to behold and diſcerne our friends 
| and -all:other creatures of G OD. - Let us praiſe God for the uſe 
of rhisand other ſenccs. | 

Secondly, let us prepare to ſuffer the ſame croſſe, who cantell 
how ſoone his eyes may grow dimme 2 let us uſe them well 
| whileft wee have them, and withdraw them from looking oa 
| | Vanity 


=y 
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vanity, and all other abuſes : for nothing will grieve us more 
when wee: have loſt them, then that wee have abuſed them, | 
nor comfort us more, then to remember that wee have | 
kept them in order and beſtowed them holily. And indeed, they 
bee things apt to bee abuſcd a xoco waics 5 Prevent all theſe 
abuſes and pur on a contented mindeyif God fee it fit to be depri- 
yed of them, getting ſuch a clearencfſe of inward ſight, thar the 
comfort of that may ſupply the want of outward eyes. Hee that 
hath an underſtanding given him to ſce God and Chriſt, to ſee) 
Heaven and things ſpirituall, may eafily miſſe the fight of other | 
thingsz but ah how comfortleſle is a blind: body joyned with a | 
blind minde 2 Take heed that this great darkeneſle fall not upon | 
you, for what can this bee but cven a fore-runner of utter and eVer« | 
laſting darkeneſſe. * | 
Further, Tſa«c in his ſtate met with divers crofſes, the Phili. | 2.Met with dt- 
tins envied him, chaſed him from them, wronged him by ſtop- | age mag 
ping his Fathers Well and-by unjuſt ſtriving with him for thoſc he | 
himſelfe had digged, theſe bee crofles and ſuch as trouble the ' 
'nature of man, and ſeeme hard to beare, but this good man wreſtled | 
with them. | 
Prepare your ſelves therefore to be envied and wronged, and 
to have enemics that will contend and quarrell with you cauſcleſly, | 
and be carefull to get Gods favoyr, that the malice and injuriouſ- 
neſſe of men may not be able to hurt you, but that God may bleſſe 
you the more, by how much men doe more envie you, wrong | 
you and contend againſt you, as it befell to Iſaac. For God pro- 
ſpered him and comforted him the more, by how much the world | 
did more grudge at him, and ſecke to diſquiet him. Labour there- 
fore to get Gods favour, that you;may have a paticnt,a cheerefull 
minde the in middelſt of the greateſt injurics.In the meane time,expe&t 
ſuch evill uſage and ſtrive to be able ro beare it without vexation 
and diſcontent, which are things more troubleſome then the croſles 
themſelves. 
Farther, learne to be thankfull ro God, if hee have pleaſed ro 
\keepe you from ſpight, wrong and ſtrife, that either you bee 'not 
envied, or elſe thoſe that envie you have not had ability to wrong 
you and contend againſt you. It is agreat goodnefle of God ſo to 
edge. about a mans cſtare, that no man hath beene able to breake 
In upon him to hurt him, and it is neither mens wit nor greatneſle | | 
that can procure unto them this ſafery,but it is God alone that ma- 
ba them to dwell in ſafety. Let our hearts be lifted up to praiſe 
| 
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teas that hath ſo incompaſſed vs with his favour as with a : 
med, 

- Bur next, 7ſaac was croſſed in his children. Firſt, in that hee |, wrong © | 
continued long without iſſue, whereas God had promiſed him iflue,' |wirhour iflue. 
and the hope of his ſalvation depended upon the performance. of | 
Us promiſe ; for our of his loynes was that ſecede to pages in | 
__< ; whom 
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1 


{ed in Eſau, 


| 2.1n 7acob. 


 4.Hewascroſl But ſecondly, Eſau prooved a crofſe to him in two things, 


ts 


whom all Nations were to bee blefled, and yer hee was married 
rwenty ycercs afore this promiſe was fulfilled. So long did Gag 
exerciſe his faith with delay. 

Learne to beare wirh* patience Gods deferring of his promi. 
ſes and not to let your hopes flip, bur ſtill ro truſt on God and waite 
for him, who will come in due time though hee fſatisfie not our 
hſtic and over-cager deſires, Hold to the promiſe of God, it 
ſhall be fulfilled at length though wee bee made to tarry ſome. 
what long for ir, that wee may bee better fitted to receive ir 
with thankefullneſſe. The longer a good thing 1s deſired and de. 


| ITE; the more abundant comfort it yeeldeth when it is 
come. 


| 


Firſt, that hee tooke imo the houſe two ſuch ill conditioned 
Maides, as were a griefe of heart to Iſaac and Rebekah, Gen, 16, 
vlt, This is a bitter crofle to bee peſtcr'd with unquiet, froward, 
unruly and wicked daughters in Law, that ſhall make one wea 

of his life, and like evill and biner ſance, rake away the ſweet! 
neſſe of all other comforts, Learne ro bee thankefull, if you have! 
eſcaped this crofſe, and if God have provided ſuch yoake-fel- 
lowes for your children, as by their dutifull and loving carriage 
doe make the comfort of your lives niore abundant, framing 
themſelves to content you in all good and lawfull things, as if 
they were your owne ſ{onnes or daughters: Itis a great ſatisfadt- 
on to ſee ones children ſo happily matched ; Ler not this bene. 
fit bee {leighted and paſſed over without particular thankes. And 
now - prepare for this croſſe, or if you bee under ir, labour to 
beare it, ſo as not to bee made weary of life, but enjoy the reſt 
ſo thankefully, thar the bitternefſe of this may bee ſweetened and| 
allayed, And pray to God to dire& your ſelves and your chil- 
dren ſo in their choice or yours for rhem, that they may not ſtum- 
ble upon a torment unawares, and learne in chooſing to chooſe for 
grace rather then ſiniſter reſpe&ts, ſo may you hope to bee dircfted 
aright, and roger atrue benefit, - 
| Apgaine, Eſau was a croſſe fo his Father in his malice againſt his 
Brother, whom hee purpoſed to kill, and would not keepe the! 


[thought to himſclfe ſo, but thar ir utrered it ſelfe, If 7/a! 


knew nor of ir, hee was not afflicted with it, but if hee did, hee! 
could not but take it heavily, Thanke God if hee have not give; 
over your children to ſuch malice one againſt rhe other, and it you' 
lie under this miſery, make ir as' eaſte as may bee; by telling, 


your ſelves it was Iſaacs croſle, and yet God kevr it from ever com- ! 


| ming to execution. | 


But Iſasc was crofled in Taceb too, for hee lived a ſtranger from 
him twenty yceres ſo that hee did not enjoy him. Ts it not a grief: 
to have a good childe as it were baniſhed and reſtrained from. 


dwelling with his Father for fo long a time , whoſe coinpany nd 
oye 


—___—_ 
—_— —_—_— 


WR——s au ——_y WY ooo w— ed 


GEN. Iſaac. Cuar.2i,&c| 267 | 
love makes him to defire every day But 1/aac lived to ſee much 
rudeneſſe in his Grand-children, for hee out-lived Ioſephs ſelling into 
Feypt, and was afflicted in Iacobs uncomfortableneſſe under that 
croſſe. Blefle God if it have not happnend ſo to you, and if it 
have, Mutter not, for what are you that you may not be put to as 
much hardnefle as Iſaac ? 
And laſtly, 7ſaac died at 180 yecres, a long life indeed for 
thoſe times, but it ended in death and buriall,and 
ſo muſt each of yours even a great 
while ſooner, O therefore ſtu- 
dy to bee prepared 
for 1t. 


H is death, 


OF REBEKKAH. 


W2\ Ebekkah was the wife of 1ſaac, of her birth and 
-&, death the Scripture is ſilent, Weare therefore to 
FN look into her life, wherein obſerve the good ſhee 


\ good ſhe did, 
Kg Firſt, whileſt ſhe lived young in her Fathers 
a > houſe, She was a Virgin untouched by man, Gey. 
24.16, No man knew her, It bchooveth young women to behave them- 
elves ſo modeſtly,and ſhamefac'dly,that they may bring themſelves 
untotheir own husbands undefiled. Therefore the holy Ghoſt ap- 
pointed the Parents to be carefull of preſerving the tokens of the 
maidens virginity, that they might be able to prove it againſt the 
landers of her husbands evill tongue (if he ſhould after report that 
tefound her not a maide) but withall he appointed that if the wo- 
man could not prove her ſelfe ro have been a Virgin, ſhe ſhould be 
ght outand publiquely ſtoned at her Fathers doorc, Deat.22,13. 
You ſee that God would have the daughter put to death which 
ſhould be bold ro proſtitute her ſelfe toany other men, and then de- 
ceiveone that had not knowne her, and thruſt her ſelfe upon him as if 
ſhebad beena Virgin, as much as if he had ordered that ſuch adefiled 


| I had and did, the evill ſhe did and ſuffered. The 
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'Aa maiden 


Rebekkahs 
neither birrh 
nordeath is 
mentioned in 
$cripture. | 


Her vearuceg,?- | 
1,STe was + 
chaſte while 
a Virgin» - | 
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maiden ſhould not marry any other but him that had defiled ber, 
lefſe firſt ſhe had made the matter knowne unto that other, Nay 
what care ſhogld be taken to preſerve chaſtity, the heathens m; 

reach ys, who for meere credit ſake,uſed diligence 1n this matter,and 
it ſhould be a ſhame for Chriftians not to excced Pagans in aty 
point of goodneſle. 

Let metherefore ſpeake unto you young maidens, and requir 
you to follow Rebekkah inthis kinde, keep your ſelves pure,ſuffer ng 
your ſelves tobe won away with any ſolicitations for all occaſions 
ſin. Be not baughty in conceit of your own ſtrength to withſtand x. 
ny allurement, but feare God,and beſeech him to keep you by vertye 
of his feare, elſe many a boaſting maiden hath been forced out ofhe 
own experience to confeſſe, that this offence cannot be prevented hy 
braging. I ſay therefore, let the feare of God, and an humdle hean 
and a carefu}l ſhunning of evill opportunities be the preſervers 
| your chaſtity. And it any of you have been corrupt, and vitiated, 
|chough it be knowne to none but God and your ſelves, ſee thatyay 
be greatly humbled, and truly penitent for it. 

" Thecuſtome of many is, if they can conceale themſelves in this 
kinde, and that they prove not with childe,to the publique reproach. 
ing of themſelves betore men, not at all to grieve for the fin commit. 
red, though it be neverthelefle abominable in Gods fight, becauſe 
ſuch concealing it; yea, ſome there be that adde murder alfo-tol. 
thineſſe, uſing meanes of abortion to themſelves, or of hindering 
themſelves from conceiving, by wicked reaches, and deviſes : But 
the all-ſceing eyes of God do diſcover their lewdneſle,and will make 
their offences knowne to all the world, and that ſo much the moreto 
their diſgrace, anddeſtruction, by how much they have declared 
themſelves to be more wicked, in fearing men, and not God, Indeed 
if the matter come to open knowledge, they weep, and take on,ſhen. 
ing evidently, that iznominy. goeth nearer to their hearts than fin, 
and that they care not how lewd they be, if their lewdnefſe comenot 
to light. Burt I ſay, be you carefull to prevent ſecret ſins in this kinde, 
| and tender the health of your ſoules more than the credit of your 
| names, and undoe that fin by unfained repentance, which wil! elſe 
make you odjous to God, though you hide it never fo cloſly trom 
| men. And let Parents alſocary a watchfull eye upon their daughters, 
| not giving them liberty torange upand down atunfit times, rounkit 
places, leſt it befall them as it did D#in4h, lacobs daughter, when (hee 
gave her ſelfe leave to gaze abroad to ſee the faſhions of the daug}- 
| ters of thecountrey. And I muſtalſo ſpeake ro young men, wh 
| goea wooing to young maidens, that they ſuffer not themſelves to 
be ſo far tranſported with unlawfall, and unruly deſires, as to pollute 
thoſe before marriage, or affay to folicite them wltom they pretend 
{ro love fo, as to make them their wives. If they love them, let rhetf 


__ Jkeepthem ſoworthy tobe beloved, and enter not into Gods Ordi- 
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| nance; chrough rhe devils Portall,as I may call ic; O be not ſowick- | 
| ed. {o injurious to the maid, and the friends of the maid with whom 
ou ſeek ro make affinity, as to lay a ſnare and blot upon your ſelves, 
and the kindred and parents of your ſelves, and of the Virgin to | ' 
\whom you pretend love and good will, but enter purely into Matri- 
|mony, that the bleſſing of God may accompany you in Matrimony. 

| And ſo much for Rebekkahs chaſtity, ſhe came an unſpotted Virgin 
tothe bed of marriage. 
| Now further, ſhe was a painfull and a curtcous maid, for ſhe came | 2-She was 
out with her pitcher on her ſhoulder to draw water at a common emerge 
Well, and did not think ſo much of her labour, but that ſhe was | My 1.ord, aid 
ready to draw water, and fill the troughes till a number of Camels | < mo 

| bad drank their fill, and curteouſly let down her pitcher to givethe bay in Rog) 

' man that was a ſtranger to her, to drink, and of her own accord offe- | liſh. 

red her ſervice to water his Camels too. 

Learne you maidens to be painfull, learne to be curteous, by la- 
bour you ſhould keep your bodies in good health, and your mindes 
alſo free from vices and evill defires, and by curtefie you ſhall ſhew 
your ſelves to beof a good nature, willing to be ſerviceable, and ſo 
ſhall win love, credit, and good eſtecme : bur an idle churliſh per- 
ſon, that makes her ſelfe ſick by her {loathfulnefle, and by her back- 
wardneſſe to doſervice, (ſhewing that ſhe is good for nothing bur to 
trick up, and pride her ſelfe) becomes loathſome to God and man. 
Benor idle, be not nice and dainty, be not ſowre and churliſh, theſe 
things will cauſe you to inherite as much diſgrace as Rebekkah did in- 
herite honour and good will, Let me commend unto you the vertu- 
qus example of good Rebekkah, drefſe your ſelves as it were at her 
glaſſe, and adorn your ſelves with her vertues. This Story you may 
reade at large, Ger. 24.15. and fo forward reade it, conſider of ir, 
and take it forth into your lives; and learn to live according to the 
worthy preſidents which the word of God commendeth unto you, 
Thecuſtome of the world, and the corruption of nature will per- 
[wadeyou rather to pride, nicenefle, ſloathfulnefle, and diſcurtefie, 
butwe muſt rake heed of following our own naughty nature, in the 
\{infull faſhions of the world ; She is a Chriſtian indeed that is wil- 
{eg to live according tothe Scriptures. ; 
| Now conſider another vertue of Rebekkahs, ſhe was willing to bee | 3.She my 
ed by her fricads in marriage, and when they had given their con- ry Ap 
«nt to Abrahams ſervant for the marrying of her to 7ſaac,ſhe alſocon- | fiicndsin 
ſetrcd, and ſaid, 1willgowiththe man, Gen.24.58, So ſhould all mai- | "122: 
dens yeeld themſelves to the government of their parents and friends 
in this mcrer,chat they may with more aſſurance & comfort expe 
; the bleſſiipof God to make their lives comfortable in mariage,by gi- 
Fug them love & favour in their husbands eyes,and beſtowing upon 

mem good husbands,at leaſt if they meete with ſuch as be notwhar 
[Mey oughr,they may with more INES & patience — 
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the croſſe when it comes not with a ſting upon their conſcience, 
in that by their ſinfulneſſe they have even pulled miſery upon them. 
ſelves. If you be well matched, the comfort will be doubled, whey 
you ſhall perceive that it is a fruit of Gods gondneſſe unto you, jy 
bleſſing your care of obſerving his commandements, and diregi. 
ons, and ifacroſſe come, it will be tar more eaſily borne, when yoy 
have your parents and friends ready to comfort you, and helpe yoy, 
becauſe you have followed their direCtions in beſtowing your ſelvez, 
Thas you ſhall provide beſt for your own perpetuall welfare:for that 
inordinate paſſion, which is called love, will ſoon be quenched like; 
fire of thornes,and then it is notthe fulfilling of irregular defires,tha 
will miniſter comfortunto you. Ir 1s evident by experience, that dif. 
cord and diſſention do quickly fall outbetwixt them that tolloweg 
aſſion rather then duty, and diſcretion in placing themſelves with; 
bebend. New you ſhall be well able thus to perform your duty both 
to God and your Parents,if you keep your ſ{:lves owners of your ox1 
hearts, and ſuffer not your unruly paſſions to make you ſlaves unto 
themſelves,and ſo tro make your duty difticult and tedious, He that 
keeps his feet and legs free from ſhackles and chains, can caſily goa. 
bout any buſineſſes that are ncedfull for him ro do, But whoſoever 
will lade himſelfwith irons and fetters, ſhall finde ir grievous to ſtir 
when itis requiſite for him to goany whither, Therefore ſhackle nor 
you ſoules with the chaines of unruly affe&tions, that you may chear. 
fully yeeld your ſelves to your parents diſpoſall, as both nature and 
religion do require at your hands. Givenort away your ſelves before 
hand,commir not that vile Idolatry of making ſome one man a falle 
god unto you,and let not your hearts be inflaved to any one, before 
your Parents have given you, who have intereſt from God ro diſpoſe 
of you according to therules of diſcretion for your own good, For 
Parents looke to the conſtant good of their children in beſtowing 
them, but their own green heads do likely regard nothing elſe but] 
the pleaſing of their eye and fancies, which likely doth end in miſe 
ry and diſcontent, And ſo you have fſcen Rebekkahs good carriage 
while ſhe was a maiden, living under the government of her Eather 
[in his Family, 
Her good car- | Now ſee how ſhe carries her ſelte afterwards. 
cw 1. To God, 2, To herhusband, 3. Toherchildren, « 
x. She joyned I. To God, She joyned with her husband in prayer for chil 
with her buſ- | dren, and therefore ſhe had faithin God, and truſted in him for 
farchildies, |ifſue, not barely tothecourſe of nature, for it is ſaid Ger, 25-21. 
Iſaac entreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhee was barren, (ace was 
preſent with her husband, and joyned her owne ſupplications 
with his, for the obtaining of fruitfulneſſe by bim, A good wo 
man. ought to bee prayerfull, and both to unite her devorions 9 
her husband, and alſo to call upon God by her ſelfe alone. Sec there- 


fore you wives that you be ready to thew piety in the fame kince; 
| pray 
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[pray tO God with your husbands, yea pray to him ſor your ſelves, 
husbands, and chi!dren, and forall good things, The bleſſings are 
doubled that are gotten nor alone by naturall endeavours, but by fer- 
vent prayers unto God, for this is a proofe, that they be granted by 
| God in favour, and fo they become tokens of his loye to men, and by 
that meanes are much more comfortable then of their own nature 
they could be. Thoſe wives therefore are too blame, that ſcarce are 
willing to pray themſelves, or to joyne with their husbands, but by 
their backwardnefle interrupt their praying together, a thing con- 
demoed by S. Peter, when it is procured by diſcontents, falling our 
betwixr,and conſequently alſoby any other meanes. Mend this fault 
0 ye wives, and you that are husbands, if the fault have been in you, 
mend it, and ſee that you joyne together, calling upon God. It you 
have children, yet there be enough of other things for which you 
ought ro viſite the Throne of grace. The graces of Gods Spirit arc 
much more defirable then the fruir of our bodies, and I am ſure thar 
our hearts are all barren of ſuch fruit, and cannot be made fruitful! 
bur by Gods Spirit working 1n our hearts, and prayer will cauſe him 
romake a barren heart fruicfnll as well as a barren wombe, bur with. 
our prayer the heart will never bring forth true grace. Naturall be- 
refits, children, and the like, doe fall into the laps of men and wo. 
men though they doe not ſeeke them from God by this exerciſe of 
prayer; but ſpirituall bleſſings cannot be obtained by any other 
meanes, if this be not alſo joyned to the meanes to ſanRifie them, 
You have therefore cauſe enough to pray together as well as 1ſazc and 
Rebekah, even though you have not barren bodies, yea, and if you 
have children, yet it is requiſite to crave Gods favourable bleſſing 
vopon them, without which, they may prove afrerwards the greateſt 
croſſes you have, inſtead of the greateſt comforts ; ſee therefore thar 
you be not ſlack in this ſervice of God. 

Again, Rebekkahs duty is ſeen, in that ſhe went to God to enquire 
when (he found a more then ordinary ſtriving in her wombe : wee 
(muſt all learne of her to keep our peacewith God, and to be alwaics 
ready to ſeeke to him, if any thing befall us that puts us to fearcor 
trouble, as you ſce the people of God have done at all times. le be- 
comes the children of God ſtill to enquire ofhim, and ſeeke to him 
nall occurrents, Indeed it pleaſeth him to ſend ſuch occaſions un- 
to us, that by them we may be drawne nearer unto him, and vifit him 
moreoften, and more checrefully. They therefore that are ſtrangers 
to God, and run any whether, rather thento him for helpand direQi- 
/0n, when troubles doe come unto them, are much too blame them- 
{clves for profaneneſſe. They acknowledge God alone in word, but 
deny him in deed, that are thus eſtranged from him. Mend this fault 
now, and that you may with more aſſurance run to God when croſles 
and cumbers befall you, be ſure to pray without ceaſing, and to 
P your hearts in with him, by calling upon him at all times. Ir 1s 
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a moſt happy thing to have the Throne of grace alwaies open to one; 
prayers; and it is kept open by continuance, and daily cxerci ling 
ones ſelte in this ſervice. If any ſay, how ſhall we enquire of Gog 
now, ſeeing we are now deſtitute of extraordinary Prophets,by whos 
 meanes we may ſeek unto him > I anſwer, we have his Word, wee 
| bave his Name, we have his Miniſters and faithtull people to go un. 
ro, and by thoſe we may as ſufficiently ſeck unto him, as by any ex. 
traordinary Prophets. Wherefore as Rebekkah feeling that bulling ig 
her wombe, ſaid, why am I thus > And went rocnquire of God,Gey, 
| 25.22, So muftwe in all occaſions of difquietment, either of body, 
orof minde, thinke with our ſelves, why is ic thus with me > and 
muſt come to prayer,and cravediretionand help ot him ; Wemuf 
runtohis word, and ſeek to informe our {elves from thence, what 
may be the cauſe of our preſent eſtate, and conſult with his faithful! 
ſervants that have a larger meaſure of knowledge then our ſelves, 
that by their advice we may learne what is fit for ns ro doe, and upon 
what ground it is that matter$be ſowith us,and God by theſe mean 
will ſettle and quiet our mindes as ſurely, and firmly, as of old heae. 
cuſtomed todoe by meanes of his holy Prophets. So you have xe. 
bekkahs piety to God, now ſee her carriage to her husband, and we 
finde in the Story of her life, teſtimonies of her being a dutitull wik 
unto him. 
3. She was For firſt, when ſhe found him inclined to go againſt the will of 
{ durifull'o | God (ingiving away that ſolemne bleſſing which ſhe inherited from 
| her husbar®. |11;s Father Abraham, anto the Son to whom it was not due, becauſlc 
God had preferred the younger before theelder) (he was carctull to 
prevent that ſin, and to procure the bleſſing unto 7acob, to whom it 
was dne, and how > Not by brawling and falling out with him, but 
by a gentle anda quiet meanes. I commend not the ufing of guil: 
and falſhood, bur in that ſhe fell not to it by violence of ſpeech, but 
by agentle and milde way, in that I cannot but commend her. Here 
in ſhedid the part ofa loving, diſcreete, and dutifull wife, whoreve- 
renced her husband, and defires to keep him from fin. She came not 
chaffing to 1/aac, as once Sarah did to Abraham, but by a gentle courle 
ſhe cauſed him toeſcape the fault before he could commir it, and 
beyond his purpoſe. So muſt you good wives carry your ſelves, it 
your husbands be about to ſwerve out of the way, and you perceive 
it, you muſt endeavour by ſweet and dutitull courſes to prevent, 0r 
recall them from ſin,not rouſe fierce paſſion, brawling, as ſometimes 
women of a fierce ſpirit doe, who many times are puniſhed for their 
indiſcreet frowardneſſe, by failing of their deſires,and making things 
worſe, rather then changing them for the better. The ſame diſpoli- 
tion to her husband ſhe ſhewed in another paſſage too, for that (he 
might procurethe ſending of 7acob into Padan Aratn, the did not0- 
penly declare the matter to her husband, bur came and related the 


trouble ſhe had with Efavs wives, and told how bitter a ow" 
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wou!d prove unto her, if ſhewere as bad yoked with aniother wife 
that 1aro0b ſhould bring,and lo won him todiſpatch lacob for awife in- 
to Padan Aram. 

A woman ſhould alwaies deale by loving meanes with her huf- 
band, to get rhe good ſhe would at his hands, and not by violence 
and clamour. You that would have the repute of good wives in your 
own hcarts, ſce that you follow Rebekkah, prevaile bydiſcreer, wile, 
and curteous courtes, not by ſtrong hand, and violence, But theſe 
eager, ſharp, and paſſionate women, that will wreſt the things rhey 
defire out of their husbands hands, ( perhaps alſo inconvenient 
things) by chiding, and big, and loud words, as once I told you $54. 
145 ſought todo, or elie by puling, and whining, and charging their 
husbands not to love them elſe, as the wife of Sampſon did, are to be 
blamed as undiſcrecr, and diſobedient wives, and if rhey repent not 
of their folly,and unrulineſſe,the Lord will one day call them to ac- 
count for their miſdemcanours : Gentlenefle, and dutifulneſle muſt 
adorn your converſation,and your husbands muſt fee your converſa- 
tion coupled with feare todifpleaſe, ſo ſhall you make your ſelves 
and husbands happy,both at once,and have a kinde of lawfull power 
with them over whom you have not any authority. 

But now of Rebekkahs carriage to her Sons, ſhewas inthe right, ſhe 
loved the good ſon whom God loved moſt ; [acob was a plain man, 
but a good man, beloved of God, therefore ſhe did love him too, and 
herein ſhe did much excell her husband 1/aac, and was more tobc 
commended, and did better pleaſe God, Indeed hercin ſhe ſhewed 


[her obedience to God, as well as her affeRion to 7acob,whom ſhe de- 


ied to bave attain the bleſſing, becauſe ſhe knew that God had ap. 
pointed it unto him. Ir is a neceſſary thing, that men ſhould fub- 
mitthemſelves unto God inevery thing, and become furtherers the 
deſt they can of fulfilling his good pleaſure , when once be hath 
wuchſafed to manifeſt it untothem. O ler us learn to ſubmic our 


wills thus to Gods will, and to make it our care to have thoſe things 
[done by our ſelves and others which he would have done. And learne 


Parents, andall men, of Rebekkah, to love them beſt in whom the 
Lord hath printed his Image moſt clearely and abundantly. Let 
podlineſſe be the loadſtone of our affeftions rather then any other 
thing, yea let us all learn of her too, to ſtrive to procure a bleſſing up. 
on our children, though not by ſucha courſe as ſhe took, for herein 
ſhewas manifeſtly blame worthy, yet by all good and honeſt courſes 
that we can, even by our prayers for them, and good inſtructions to 
them; and the like. You have heard Rebekkahs goodnefle, ſo much as 
[remember that the Scri ptures have left upon record, ſaving it is no- 
ted of her, that ſhe made ſavoury meate for her hnsband, fuch as be 
loved, the could not have done it ſo well then, if ſhe had not taken 
notice of it, and done it often before. So it is the part of a good 
woman to cheriſh her husband inhis diet, ſo far as her meanes and 
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ability will permit, and having informed himſelf what 1s pleaſing to 
him, accordingly to provide it for him. So ſhallſhe ſhew good will 
to her husband, which alwaies makes one carefull ro pleaſe and pra. 
tific the party beloved. Here is a patterne for you to live after, all 
you good women ſcek to give your husbands due content 1n their 
food, prepare things acceptable to them as you be able, eſpecially, 
if they be weak, blinde, or otherwiſe attlicted, that your kindey. 
ſagethis way, may even countervaile the want of other benefits, anq 
cauſe their lives robe as comfortable tothern, as in ſuch croſſes they 
may be : but without doubt (he is a bad and unloving wite, who neg. 
leReth to give her husband ſatisfaRion in this point, who ſets him 
ſhorr, and cares not to fit him with pleaſing food , it they be norde. 
ſtitute of meanes, yea, who feeds her ſelf deliciouſly in his abſence, 
and muſt have ſome choice proviſion for her ſelf when ſhe pleaſeth, 
that ſhall be hidden from his eye, and withdrawne from his mouth, 

A great fault it is in a wife, to forget that her husband and ſhe do 
make but one body, and todivide him from her in eating and drink. 
ing to whom ſhe is ſonearly linked in other ſociety, Be no more of. 
fenders in this kinde, if you have been ſuch, but now be good nurſes 
to your husbands, and let them at leaſt partake with your ſelves ofa. 
ny good fare which you provide for your ſelves. Theſe be the things 
commendable in Rebekkah. Now I cometo her faults.Y Brain 
Her faults, Firſt, ſheuſed deceit and fraud toconveigh the bleſſing unto 1 
quan % cob, and ſought rather to hooke it to bim by a fleſhly device, then to 
the bleſſing compaſle itby a convenient and lawtullway. You ſhall reade the 
to Jacob, Story Gez.27.1. and 17, She knew her husband was blinde, therefore 
ſhe ſpake to Zacob to get the bleſſing by a cunning device, ſhe ſends 
fora Kid, makes ſuch a diſh as was pleaſing to 7ſaacs palate, uſes 
meanes to make his hands and neck ſeem rough, like unto Eſaus, by 
covering them with the skins of the Kids as handſomely as ſhee 
could, and ſo ſends him in to ſar, baving before emboldned him to 
ſay, though falſely, that he was Eſas the eldeſt Son. This was a finin 
her, the matter of itwas fraud and faſhood, the aggravations of it 
were, firſt, ſhe drew 7acob into the (in of lying and ſhifring, evencon- 
trary to his own temper, for the Scripture witnefſeth of him, that He 
w4s 4 plain man. 

Secondly,ſhewas ſet upon it,that though 7acob objeed he ſhould 
geta curſe rather then a bleſſing, by ſeeming to his Father a deceivet 
and a mocker, yet ſhe found a meanes to encourage him in his lying, 
by a trick to beguile his Father well enough ; that he ſhould never 
finde him out, and ſo drew him to go thorough with the crafty de- 
vice : thiswas praiſed even againſt her husband alſo, to whom it 
leaſt of all becommeth awifeto uſe deceit and lying. Only there 
was one mitigation and exrenuation of her fault, ſhe did aime at a 
good end, bur a good intention cannot juſtifie uplawfull means tvat 
are uſed toaccompliſh ir. We have inher then a fault of craftineſſe, 
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and deccit, and lying, There is a great difference betwixt wiſdome 
and fraud, wi(dome will alwates hold it ſclfe to the fide of juſtice, 
not alone in the thing it mainly ſeekes, bur alſo in the path which ir 
chooſeth to walk in tothatend , Burt fraud is as it were a rotten wil. 
dome, and cares not to follow equity and truth in the way ir takes, 
and neither many times inthe end. Abhorre fraud, that is, the carry- 
ing ofa thing wilily with lying, and falſhood, whether it be good or 
bad, but moſt of all if it be bad. 7t is 4 ſinto do evill that good may come 
ifit, as S, Pant teacheth, Rom, 3. It s 4 ſin to lie, even for Gods cauſe, 
and to defendeven his juſtice with falſe tales, and figments, As 70b ad- 
moniſheth his frinds thatdid (o, and that they might not ſeeme to 
imputeunrighteouſnefſe to God in ſo ſore puniſhing of 7ob, they did 
imputc hypocrifie to him that was puniſhed. Ir is a fin-to liceven 
fora purpoſe otherwiſe good, for we are commanded to pt away lying. 
Wherefore, conſider of your ſelves, if you have not lyed and begui- 
led, if you have not allured and encouraged others to joyne with you 
inlying, and beguiling, that elſe would not have done it. If you 
have done it againſt thoſe that were neare to you, to whom you 
ſhould have uſed more reſpeRt : And worſtofall, it you have done 
it for a finfull end too, that is, not to get what was due to you, as here 
licob, but what was not due, by over-reaching your neighbours 1n 
bargaining, and the like, not tokeepa man from fin as here, but ra. 
ther to draw him to fin, as in caſe ofunjuſt complaints to a ſuperiour, 
tomake him puniſh, when he ſhould not puniſh; Not to do your 
ſelves go0d, as here 7acob, but to do another a miſchief, as Davids 
falſe accuſers to Saul, and if your conſciences accuſe you of ſuch 
traud, repent of it before God, blame your ſelves for it, ſeek pardon, 
reſolve to put it away for hereafter, and intreate the Lord to fortifie 
you againſt all ſuch wickedneſle, that ſo you may be pardoned, elle 
great is the danger of ſuch wickedneſſe, The bread of deceit ſhall begra- 
vell in the 6. ly, and wealth gotten by lyins ſhall prove but vanity toſſed to 
and fro of them that ſeeke death, I pray you, conſider how God cha- 
ſiſed this ;uile intheſe rwo good perſons,and that though they had 
apood endinit, For, this occaſioned the rage of Eſau, which made 
him threaten, yca, and after attempt to kill Zacob, and fo drove Tacos 
tom 7ſaacs family, and kept them from that comfortable enjoy- 
ment each of other, which elſe they might have had for twenty years 
[together And be you now lovers of plainneſſe, abhorre ſhifring and 
alſhood, truft God with the ſucceſſe of all your affaires, and truſt 
aotto your own hearts, and heads, he that ſeekes to effect his defires 
dy hogeſt and juſt meanes, he puts confidence in God, and not in 
Imſclfe, he that uſeth lying and couſinage, he puts not his hope in 
God, but in his own wit and heart : Shew true and well grounded 
confidence in God, by keeping yourſelves within the paths of equi- 
ty and truth, lovely pathes, faire pathes, ſtraight pathes, which ſhall 
lurely lead youtomore happinefſe and comfort at laſt, than Iyins, 
an 
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and fraud, batefull, dirty, and crooked paths can poſſibly do, Learn 
as Davidſaith, Pſal. 119, To hate lying, and to love Gods Law, love tg 
be guided by God, who is the God of truth, and hate to follow lies, 
which are of the devill, the author of lying. Doe not obje&, that 
you cannot poſſibly eſcape ſuch and ſuch miſchiefe, bring about 
ſuch and ſuch a good buſineſle , unleſle you rurne a little aſide, 
toa little lying. I anſwer firſt, truſt God with ſucceſle, beleeve a. 
bove hope, let faith guide you, not naturall reaſon; Cannot he dog 
that which reaſon will call impoſſible > Hath not be ſaid, Rowlethy 
ſelf upon God, and thy waies, and he ſhalibring it to paſſe ? Will younot 
reſt upon him for the performance of ſoevident a promiſe > And fe. 
condly I anſwer , that the greateſt evill muſt be ſuffered rather than 
the ſmalleſt fin committed, and the attaining of the greateſt benefit, 
cannot countervaile the committing of the leaſt ſin, and that man 
doth not truly know either God, or (in, or the world, or himſelte, that 
doth not yeeld to theſe truths. 
>. She wastoo | SO yOu havethis fault of Rebekkahs, another is, that ſhe was too 
muchtrou- | Much troubled at her evill daughters in law, and was weary of life 
blecat ber  |becauſeof them, This is a fault, to make croſſes too too heavy our 
V1 aug . . . 
ters inlaw. | (elves, tobe ſo diſtempered with them, ſo, as'to become weary of 
life becauſe of them, yea, it is a fault found in thoſe that were truly 
religious, and godly ; Z/iah would fain have parted with his ſoul,be. 
cauſe of the troubles which he met withall, he deſired fo de, ſaith the 
2 King.,19.44 | Story, and ſaid, It & enough, Now Lord take away my ſoule from me, fo 
| I am no better than my Fathers, Moſes would fain have dyed too, when 
the people murmured againſt him, and he poures forth his grief 
before God intheſe words, 7/ihouwilt deale thus with me kill me now, fil 
me if 1 have found favour in thine eyes, and let me not ſee mine evill,Some- 
times you finde good men defirous to eſcape death, and crying, Lord 
ſave me from the hands of mine enemies, and ſometimes againe even 
covetous of it, and crying with vehemency again and again, kill me 
Lord, kill me, and if thou loveſt me, kill me, 1b was exceeding deli- 
we AeG's rous to die, and ſaid, Hewould ſeck for it as for gold, yea,and fine gold, S0 
death becauſe | YOU perceive that mans nature is prone to waxe weary of living, be- 
4 miſery, 1 a |cauſeofaffliion, and that this is a fault, and a weakneſle, is evident. 
wAneWY [It is ana of ingratitude, becauſe a manconſiders not as wellthe 
good he enjoyeth, as the evill, for if he would reckon well, he doth al. 
walcs receive more good at Gods hand inthis life, than evill, but 4 
one bitter morſell cauſeth that the mouth taſteth nothing almoſt but 
bitterneſſe, though it have before received many dainty morſels, {0 
it is with us in this caſe. 
2, Againe, it is a fruit of hopeleſneſſe, and deſpaire, the ſoule 
doth not expe the favourable goodneſſe of God to ſtrengthen, 
and deliver indue time, but thinks it will never be better with mee 
till I die, and therefore wiſheth it ſelfe out of the world, Hop® 
would hold the heart up from theſe faintings, bur ir is a kinde 0! 


deſpaire 
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deſpaire that caſts it 1to ſuch {wounes, as 1c ſaid, As for mine hope, 
where 1514 f | 

Thirdly, pride is one great cauſe of this diſpoſition, men conſider 
not with themſelves how unworthy they be of any good, how much 
they have deſerved far greater evill, and therefore are immoderately 
[exed with thoſe they feele, and therefore eount their beeing a bur- 
den. Bur is it not a fruit of great pride ina man,that as if he wete his 
own maker, preſerver, diſpoſcr, will be no longer then he may have 
his own will 2 and may ſce things to go along with him after his 
owne wiſhes, 

Further, a man wrongs himſelfe exceedingly, by ſuffering himſelf 
to grow weary of life, for firſt, he makes the miſery greater, by make- 
ing bimſe!fe weaker to beare it. It a man be tobeare a great burden, 
ir doth him much hurt to ſcratch the skin of his ſhoulder, for thar 
will adde much to the pain of bearing. A gauled place will ſmart of 
it ſelfe, how i11doth he provide tor himſelfe, that rubs off the skin 
from his Qhoulders, when he is pur tocarry athing. So doth he thar 
will needs give way toſo much impaticncy, as to be weary of life, 
yea, he expoſeth himſelfe to the danger of becomming a ſelf-mur- 
therer, that yeeldeth to this wearineſle of life, For it will not be ve. 
ry hard to perſwade any man to calt away that which is his burden, 
So it is evident, that this was an ntf<nce in Rebekah, 

And now come you men and women of all ratkes, looke into yout 
ſelves. Havenotyou alſo been weary of life, and that upon a vety 
[mall occaſion > A maide iscroſſed in her defires, by her parents for 
| [her good, and ſhe {ces no likelihood of having what ſhee would have, 
then ſhe pules and rakes on, and wiſheth ſhe were dead and buried, 
ſhe would forgive him that would knock her on the head, A man 
bath met with ſomewhat a froward woman which vexeth him with 
her words, then he will bedeadinachafe, I would I were ont of rhe 
world, never man was ſo peſtered with a ſhrew as I, fo it 1s with wives | 
|too. Come now, recount you owne paſſions, are you not aſhamed of 
theſe drunken diſtempers > whart is life, a thing ſo dog cheape with 
you, that upon every occafion you would caſt it away > Are your | 
elves things of ſo little value that fo ſmall a matter ſhonld make yon 
weary of your ſelves > You wrong God —— in ſach diſtem.- 
pers, for you make it appeare that you think of him, as of anargry 
governour,that cares not how unreafonably he lates npon his {etvants 
|!nhisanger: Either theſe correRions are ſufferable, or not, (T meane 
ſuch as by wiſdome and diſcretion you might compoſe yoat ſelves 
todeare withgentleneſſe,)or they be nor, if they be,why do you chafe 
thus > If they be nor, who hath ſent them > Verily you provoke 
God to ſend unſuffcrable croſſes, that will make eafie croſſes unfuffe- 
rable; VWhar ſaith the Father to the froward childe, doe you cry for 
nothing, rake you that then to make you cry for ſomerhing, and ſo 
doubles and redoubles his blows with a ſtrong arme, till the chitde, 
P-. + feeling | 
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teeling the ſmart of his Fathers anger, begins to compoſe himſe;, 

toa little more ſufferance. Brethren, let us repent of this folly,there 
ſcarce liveth a man that hath not overſhot himſelfe in this faſhion : 
O letus repent of it, and let us diligently refiſt ſuch diſorderly paſjj. 
ons hereafter ; Let nothing make us weary of lite but fin, and nar 
that ſoexceſlively, as to make us intemperately wiſh death, Of fin 
we ſhould be weary, but of life for fins fake I know not whether we 
may allow our ſelves at all to be weary. But for croſſes, be they what 
they will, we ſhould not be ſo weak and impatient, as to grow wear 
of life. For God is able to deliverus out of all croſſes, and will doit, 
and he will ſo ſanQifie them tous, that it may be more for our profit 
than if it were removed, and can give, as in obs calc he did, fobleſſed 
an iſſue, that our ſelves ſhall conteſle it was but our folly, nor tobe 
willing to continue under them according to his will. Had not 14 
cauſe rounwiſh his former wiſhes, when the Lord did make lo [arge 
an addition of happy dayes unto him > Above all, we muſt conſider 
of our worthineſle to be damned, that we may not thinke much of 
croſles, and labour ſo to reſt upon God for the eſcape of damnation, 
that aflitions which are but for a ſhort ſeaſon, may not ſeeme unto 
us extreame,. Looke ypon our Lord Iefus Chriſt, what ſuffering) 
were comparable to his > Yetwe never meet with any wearineſſeof 
life, orwiſhing of death in him. Looke upon S. Paul too, Never 
| man had feeling of greater tribulation, and he tels us, that hee tooke 
pleaſure in neceſſities, aflictions, tribulations , but that he wiſhed 
himſelfe dead, that hce might be free from his croſſes, wee never 
reade, 

Let us follow the vertues of godly men, but ler their weakneſſes| 
be our warnings. And that we may not diſtaſte life for any crofles 
that befall us therein, let us often renew our faith in Gods gracious 
promiſes, to give us an happy iſſuc our of all, and to bring us ſately 
to his heavenly kingdome, Moreover, if ſometimes theſe fainting 
firs doe gather upon us, and our mindes be overtaken with rbis tired. 
neſſe of ſpirit, letus learne though to be humbled, yer nor to be dil- 
couraged. Ve conclude not againſt Elias, Moſes, Rebekkah, 1ob, that 
they were not truly ſanQified, becauſe they were imperfe in pati- 
ence; Why ſhould we make ſuch untrue, and uncharitable, and in- 
diſcreet concluſions, either againſt our ſelves, or others with whom 
welive> As anextenuating of faults to make them ſeeme nothing, 
and make our hearts hard under them, is to be condemned, fo an over- 
aggravating of them to make our ſelves ſeem no children,making our 
caie worſe then ever any mans before, is likewiſe ro be condemned; 
Satan is author of both rheſe follies, and the effe& of the latter is tO 
Jrive us from God, as wellas of the former, and all things are ill uſed 
when they tend to keepe us from comming to God, and truſting in 
him. So much of Rebekkahs good and bad, now of the good and evil) 
occurrents that betell her. 


| | : | Her 
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Her proſperity firſt was great, tor God called her from her Fathers 
houſe, in which Idolatry d1d raigne, and falſe worſhip prevailed, to 


profeſſor, and praQiſer of Gods truereligion; and not alone ſo, but 

'oave her grace to bea godly woman, an heire of the promiſe made to 
| 4brahams,cogether with her husband. This is thegreateſt of mercies 
eve below, to be called from darkneſſe tolight,from ſerving the de- 
vill and Idols, to fcrve the true and living God, 

If God have granted toany this mercy, even to call them effeu. | 
ally to himſelfe out of the darkneſle of a falſe worſhip and religion, | 
tothe light of a godly life. How much cauſe bath he to bleſſe God, 
andto rejoyce in this mercy above all mercies, and bee freequently 
and heartily thankfull 2 But if you have not yer attained it, for many 
livein the Church that be not of ir;take notice of your wretched con- 
dition, and now cry earneſtly to God to bring you to the effeuall 
and ſaving knowledge of his truth, that you alſo may be indeed, and 
not in bare profeſſion, ofthe houſhold of Abrahams, the true Church. 

But Rebekkah had other benefits, beauty, health, and ſtrength, for 
ought we reade,after marriage as before, A rich and godly husband 
inwhom ſhe was doubly happy for her ſoule and ſtate, and onegod]! 
childe roo, whom ſhe dearely loved,and who ſhewed himſelfe a man 
worthy to be loved. A good husband, a good ſtate, a good childe, 
200d health, bee they nor benefirs indebting us to God in man 
praiſes, and thankes, and much carefull obedience > Let nor theſe 
mercies be ſtrangers to your thoughts, but ponder upon them to ſtir 
vpyour ſelves to thankſgiving and obedience, 

_ for her croſſes, ſome ſhee ſuffered in her dayes as well as 
thers. 

Firſt, her husband fell blinde and weake, and almoſt bedridden. 
Nodoubt bur ſhe did participate with him in this aflition, and it 
wasagriefetoherto ſee him ſo impriſoned in darknefſe, and ſome 
trouble it muſt needs be, though her love made iteaſic to give atten- 
dance upon him in that eſtate. Likewiſe ſhe could not bur grieve to 
ſeeher busbands affe&ions to be ſo much more than they ſhould 
have been for a long time upon her elder, butworſer ſon, 

Itwas alſoa great griefe untoher to ſee the rudenefſe and bloodi. 
tefſeof her ſon Eſau, who comforted himſelfe againſt his brother, 
with an intention, ſo ſoon as his Fathers funerals were over, ro dil- 
_ him, and rob him of the bleſſing, though he could not get ir to 

Imſelfe. Would it not cut the heart of one of you Parents, to heare 
that one of your ſons ( you having but a couple in all the world) 
ſhould reſolve to become a murderer of the other, and ſo you ſtood 


theſe things grieve you > Againe, it was a griefe to ber to have her 
good ſon as it were baniſhed from her houſe, and compelled to fly 
Way in ſecret for his life. For had he not been compelled to ſicale 
Bb into 
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hea member of Abrahams houle, and a mother of the Meſſiah, and a 
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indangerof being deprived of them both at once, would not both | 
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| God for our freedome even from them, and make the bearing of the 
| reſt morecafie, becauſewe have not(as we bave deferved, and might] 
| have had) the fame we have, and theſe alſo for an overplus of miſery.| 
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into Padan Aram in reſpe of Eſar,as to ſteale thence again inreſpeq 
of Laban, his Fathers cſtate was not ſo low, that he muſt needs haye 
travailed over that Iordan with a ſtafte, and come to Zabars houſe all 
alone, and there bave ſcrved an hard ſervice for a wife. Sure Iſaac way 
nota prodigall, he had not conſumed his eſtate ſo, that _16brahin 
grandchilde muſt be ſent out ſo poorely appointed, whoſe ſtewarg 
when he fetched a wife for 1/aac,had ten Camels well laden with rich 
things, and many ſervants to attend him, and ſowith ſpeed returned 
home with his errand, But feare of Eſas cauſed him ro goe ſpeedi] 
and ſecretly, that no man mightknow it, leſt ſo he might have fallen} 
into miſchiete by his meanes, and to tarry ſo long till he might hear: 
his brother was pacifed. 

Now did not this, think you,wound Rebekta/hs heart > Did ſhenor 
part with a great part of her comfort, when ſhe parted with herbe. 
loved ſon Tacob ? fo far, ſolong, and in ſuch a manner. | 
But worſt of all, ſo long as ſhe lived with her daughters, ſheews 
miſerably vexed with their frowardnefle, and ill conditions. Indeed 
at length Eſa tooke his journey to mount Seir, where her friends 
dwelled, and made this crofſe more cafie, by removing his habirati. 
on with his wives ard all he had : but in the mean it wasan anguiſh 
to her, and that (vis, loſſe of Eſa too, when Zacob was gone) could 
not but miniſter matter of ſome atHli&tion to her inminde. 

Now let all of us be perſ[waded to looke for theſe and thelike 
croſles, that by fortifying our ſelves againſt them, we may be made 
more patient, and ſo beare them with lefſe diſcontent : for what arc 
we, that God ſhould handle us with more indulgence than rhis (6 
g00d a waman > And thoſe that lie under any ſuch croffe in huſ 
band, ſons, daughters, daughters in law, let them frame themſehes 
roa more contented ſuffering, becauſe they finde that they bee no 
other kind of evils, than thoſe wherewith their Father hath exerciſed 
their betters in former times, as he doth alfo for the preſent; Hee 
muſt be an unruly childe that will roare, and take on;when he beareth 
no more than his other brethren and ſiſters beare before him; yea,and 
if we have eſcaped theſe particular croſſes , let us be thankſull to 
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SE E are now to handle the example of Eſa» : Hee | | | 


was a twin, /acob being the other twin: VWemuſt 
>> treate of his birth, life, and death. [ 
— Firſt, ſorbis birth, we are informed that hee | zi; vin, 
d\ Vo / was the ſon of Iſaac, and of Rebekkah the wife of 
NSNQE A7ſaac, daughter of Bethuel, by his wife Milcah. Y 
Co AEVEER LV Which Bethael was ſon of Nachor, the brother of 
Abrcham. He was borne inthe yeare of the world 2108, as ſome. 
thinke; and as others, inthe yeare 2168. and after the flood, as fome 
thinke 512, and as Others, 562, for there is 60, yeares difference 
In chronologie, becauſe of the doubt about Abrabams birth. Now 
the manner of his birth was this,as the Scriptures relate, Gen.25.25. 
He came out Wy in colour red, and all over rouzh, as an hairy garment, for | 
which cauſc his name was called Eſau, which ſfigne made as one that | 
was ſtronger than ordinary children be, and all over covered with 
aire, In him the Lord ſhewed the freedome of his eleRion, as the 
Apoſtle notes, Rom. 9. For, Before the children were borne, or, had done 
gvdoy evil, it was ſaid, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger, God chofe nor 
him bur 7acob, though they were borne both ofthe ſame Parents,and | 
arthe ſame burden, ; 
Now concerning his life, we muſt conſider; 1. That which was 
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croſles and miſeries, 
. | 1. H's good For the firſt, ſome things he did that for matter were good and 
quality. commendable, as even a bad man may have ſome good things foung 
Lo —__— in him, The firſt good thing was, that he did ſhew good reſpe@ un. 
unto 1/aes bis | tO Iſaac his Father, For he was glad togratific him in his dier, bring. 
rm ing home the Veniſon that he caught, of which was made dainty 
mear, which the old man loved to teed upon, and when he camet9 
him to preſent his Veniſon, according to his Fathers appointment, 
that he might receive the bleſſing from his Father, he ſpake reverent. 
ly unto him, For when he brought the meate ready prepared for his 
cating, he ſaid thus to him, Let my Father ariſe and eat of his ſons Yeu; 
ſon, that thy ſoule may bleſſe mee, Chap. 27.31. and after ver.34. Bleſ 
me, evew me alſo, 0 my Father, and ver. 38. Haſt thou but one bleſſing ny 
Father, bleſſe me, even me alſo, 0 my Father, Though his Father had gi. 
ven the bleſſing to /acob his brother, yet he doth got rage and grow in. 
to paſſionate expoſtulations, but with gentle and reverent termes,and 
with teares, and with prayers ſeekes to get ſome bleſſing from him, 
This proveth evidently, that he carried a reverent eſteeme of his 4. 
ther in his heart, and honoured him duly. The ſame love and reſpe& 
he ſhewed to ſaac after, for when his wrath was kindled againſthis 
brother Zacob, and that he minded to revenge himſelfe by killing 74. 
cob: Yetherecſolved to forbeare till 7/aac was dead, that he might not 
procure too much griefe and ſorrow to him in his old age, and there. 
fore it is recorded, that he ſaid, The dayes of mourning for my Father ar| 
at had, then will I kill my brother 1acob, ver. 41. He would not havede. 
ferred the murder of his brother for 1ſaacs ſake till after his death,but 
that he bare ſome reſpe&@ and good will unto his Father. And hee 
ſhewed the ſame reſpe& untohim after, Chap. 28. 6. For when hee 
perceived his Father had bleſſed 7acob, and ſent him to fetch awile 
from Padan Aram, and not torake any Canaanitiſh woman, and that 
the daughters of Canaan which he had married diſpleaſed his Fa- 
ther, he went to his Vacle 7ſhmacl, and tooke his daughter AXahalath 
to wife, ſeeking as well as his wit could ſerve, to pleaſe his Fatherin 
that latter match, although indeed he went notrightly to workin 
| that marriage neither. Some care you ſee he ſhewed to give his Fa- 
| ther content, though he had not wiſdome enough to order himſclte 
rightly for thatend. 
| Thusthis Zſav, though he wanted grace, and feared not God, yet 
| he bare love and reverence in ſome degree as a carnall man could un- 
to his Father 7/aac ; who loved him dearely, and ſo he requited his 
love againe, 'witk ſucha kinde of love as might be found in an un- 
ſanQificd perſon. Now all you ſons and daughters that have Pa 
rents living with you, or have had, come and Jay your ſelves inthe 
ballance with Eſav, and conſider if you: have ſo much as equalled 


| him in this kinde of imperfect dutifulneſſc towards your rome 
e 


mere 
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He out of a kinde of naturall inclination, or out of hope of being Rill 


kindly uſed and bleſſed of bis Father, ſhewed much reſpe& untohim 
divers wayes. Hath nature, have carnall ends prevailed ſomuch with 
ou tocncline your hearts to your parents , as they prevailed with 


Eſa ? If ſo, yer boaſt nor of this, thinke not much the better of your | 


ſelves, theſe kinde of ſhadows of vertues, cannot prove you to be god- 
ly children,nor afford you ſound comfort, becauſe themſelves be not 
ſound and perfe&. You have no great 1caſon to pleaſe your ſelves, 
becauſe you are as good as Eſa, an unſantified man, and one of 
whom we can give little hope,but that he was a caſta-way.I ſay there- 
fore, fatisfie not your ſelves, be not good in your own eyes becauſe 
ofthis painted and counterteir goodnefſe. But if otherwiſe it be, 
and that it is evident you come far ſhort of Eſas, and have not decla. 


an Eſau might have been? And it is clearc, that divers children be 
far worſe than this bad ion of /ſaac, for they ſhew no reverence, no 
ſubmiſſion to their aged Parents, but apparently fleight them in 
wordand deed, grumble at them, chatec againſt them, carry them. 
ſelves cuttedly, and curriſhly towards them, if at any time they be 
croſſed by them , will not be held from following their own evill 


them, but wilfully run on in their wicked courſes, even though the 
ſee and know that their wicked carriage doth greatly affli& and for- 


0, fin hath a greater ſway and dominion in ſuch childrens hearts than 
it had in Eſa»s, and they are far more wicked than he was. Yea,when 


ſomuch deſire to give them content as Eſa# had, nor donor ſo much 
as labour inany manner, though never ſo poorely, to give them any 
ftisfationat all. VVoe, woe unto ſuch children; what can he ex- 
pe& from God, that is a viler ſon than Eſa» was > Let ſuch ſhame 
themſelves by his example, and now receive reproofe with meekneſs, 
and greatly repent of their undutifulneſſe, it ever they purpoſe to at- 
tain pardon. And now, let all children that deſire toenjoy in them- 
ſelves the comfort of being the children and choſen of God, ſtrive to 
outſtrip Eſas in filiall obedience and duty, Let them for conſcience 
lake to God, put on a larger meaſure of love, and a greater reverence 
tOtheir Parents, labouring to pleaſe them in all things, inthe Lord, 
& out of conſcience,to ſabmit themſelves unto them, & honor them 
becauſe God hath required it at their hands, and to labour to for. 
beareall fin, as in an holy regard to God,fo in partalſo, out of a feare 
tovex and kill their godly Parents, whoſe tender affeQion to them 
cannot but cauſe that their wicked carriage ſhall prove a mighty cor. 
raliveuntotheir ſoules. Be as good as Eſas, yea in this matter be you 


farbetter than he, content not thy ſelfe to be even with a miſerable 
2h Bb 3 Eſas 


red ſo much regard of your parents as he bath done, then how bad | 
muſt you account your ſelves, that are much more finfull even than | 


deſires, as Eſau was from killing his Brother, by a deſirenot to grieve | 
ment their Parents; bur purpoſely ſome do things to torment thern. | 


they ſee their Parents diſpleaſed with their wayes, yet they bave not | 


— 
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E/au in dutifulneſſe to your Parents. Another thing in Eſa we have 
recorded in Scripture, which is commendable, and that towards his 
brother 1xcob, for though he went again{t him with foure hundreg 
men, intending to take a ſharp revenge by killing him ar leaft, if not 
2. He wasmel- | Þ1s wives and children too, yet when he ſaw his brothers loving, and 
red with his |kinde, and humble carriage, in ſcnding him arich preſent, and jn 
vrothers's [bowing down and ſaluting him with his face to the ground ſeayen 
bumble carri- | times ; his naturall affeion prevailed againſt his tormer unruly 
O_ paſſion, and he handled him very curteoutly, and ran to him, wept on 
bis neck, kiſſed him, gave him kinde words, invited him to his coun. 
trey, and would have left off his ſervants with him to do him ſervice, 
and (o returned, and did him no hurt at all, 

Every man ſees that this was well done of Eſav. Come and imi. 
tate him, and if you have been tranſported with rage againſt any, ſpe. 
cially againſt a brother for any true or imaginary iniquity ; yet when 
ſubmiſſiveneſle and cutteſie is ſhewed unto you, let it melt you, let 
it win you, pacific, appeaſe you, and cauſe your paſſion to depart, 
and though you have intended,attempred,and begun to uſe violence, 
yercaſt out ſuch thoughts, forbeare the execution of ſuch evill pur. 
poſes, and turn your violence into kindnefſe and humanity. Be better 
than Eſau, and do this to any man, ashe toa brother, and without 
ſuch gifrs and ſubmiſſion, which he did by ſuch inducements, and 
ſhew love and kindnefſe for very conſcience, as he did out of natural! 
paſſion ſtriving in him: Yea, it any man have been imbittered againſt 
another for any cauſe, and hath fo far yeelded to his own fury, asto 
begin to do naughtily in ſeeking revenge; O let him doas well as 
Eſau did, go back in the middeſt of his enterpriſe, and not ſaffer him- 
ſelfe robe ſoconfirmed in wickednefle, as to gothrough with ſinful] 
defignes, Let the feare of God, the checks of conſcience, the ap. 
prehenfion of Gods diſpleaſure againſt the doers of fuchthings, even 
reclaime you in the middeft, as naturall kindneſſe did this finful] 
man, Benor ſatisfied to doas well as Eſas inthis caſe, but exceed 
him, and doe far better than he, that you may ſhew your ſelvesto 
have that grace of which Eſau was deft itate, 
' 3. Hewasnor | Farther Eſas, for matter of goods, ſhewes himſelfe not to beex: 
greedy of gifs | treamly greedy and worldly minded, for when his brother had ſent 
| unto him a great drove of cattle, evena gittof great value, Ger. 32. 
14, 15, Two hundred ſhee Goares, and as many Ewes, with twenty 
| hee Goares, and as many Rams, with thirty milch Camels and their 
Colts, and forty Kine, and ten Buls, and twenty ſhee Aﬀes with ten 
Foales. Tay a rich and gay booty, hedid earneſtly and heartily re: 
{fuſe the ſame, ſaying, Chap. 33. 9. 1 haveenough my brother, keep that 
| which i thine owne, and would not take it but upon urgent preſſing 
| Firſt, it is ſaidver. 11. Henrg'd him, and he'tookit, Now will you 
not ſhew your felves asgood men as Eſa in this caſe > Know when 
[you have cnough, be not greedy of gifts, and when your ey 
already} 
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already rich and abundanr, ſeck not to get into your hands though ; 
'[it be by receiving a gitr, that which is anothers. O that Eſau ſhould 
be able to ſay, | have enough, keep that which is thine,and many that 
be Chriſtians in ſhew, ſhould nor be able rodiſcerne when they have 
enovgh, but ſhould be as eager to get even by worſe meanes, or as 
bad as this,even by taking gitrs and bribes for doing but even juſtice, 
or which is worſe, tor doing injuſtice, and ſhould by oppreſſion and | 
harih dealing even with poore and needy men, their Tenants and un- 
derlings, ſeek to get even more than enough. 

lfany man amongſt you finde himſelfe fo earthly diſpoſed, ler 
him earneſtly condemne himſelfe, and ſay alas, what a flave am1 to 
riches > that have nor yet ſo far denyed the world , but that I am 
more coverous and unjuſt than Zſas ſhewed himſelfe. 

[f any ſay, yea, Eſas did this towards a brother 

L anſwer, doth not Chriftianity teach us to love our neighbours 
as our (elves ? 

Ifany ſay, but though Eſa ſaid he had enough, yet it may be,that 
he thought nor ſo , 

lanſwer, In ſaying ſo,he ſhews he thought he was ſoat that time, 
and knew he ſhould be fo, therefore ſhould a good man that would 
be counted far better than Eſau ſer himſelfe to be fo indeed, and at 
all times ? 

Come then, you that have eſtates large enough to afford you all 
due content, come I ſay, and learne of Eſau to know when you have 
enough, and not {trive to get more by any greedy, unjuſt and oppreſ: 
{ive courſe. 

Let others enjoy their owne, and be you content with your owne 
yea goe yet farther, and be content to loſe ſome of you owne to thoſe 
wa arc poore, and in neceflity, and far lower and meaner than your 
(elves. | | 
| Butliaſt ofall, Eſa joyned with his brother 7acob in burying his | , xc joyned | 

Father i{aac, and ſoar once ſhewed his refpeR to his Father, in doing | withhisbro- | 
that laſt duty, and his perfe& reconciliation to his brother, in joyn- ing bis _ 
ing with him to doe it, Learne you to ſhew honour to your Parents! | 
inthe laſt a, and ler not an old grudge ſtick ſo in your Romacks, as. 
tobinder you from doing any good work becauſe you cannot bring 

your hearts to be partners with thoſe that have offended you. Eſan, 

Eſan (hall riſe in jadgement againſt you, if you continue ſtill rohave 
ſuch a coare againſt them from whom you havereceived injury, as 
that their preſence will keep you from doing good workes with them 
n their company, and in their ſociety. 

And theſe beall the good things which I can call to mindethat | + 
the Scripraretels of rthisevill man. Let us therefore paſſe on tothe! 
confideration of his faults, which are more, and greater, _ = 

And firſt in generall, though he lived more than forty yeares in; ag hermano 
tis Fathers houſe a religious man, and a carefull worſhipper of God,!| jc was'an by- 
BY, | : yer pacrie, 


© 
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2. His parti- 
cular faults, 

I. He gave 
himſelf whol- 
ly to hunting. 


regard tothe living God in your hearts, that may cauſe you to ſhun 


yethelived there as an hypocrite, and got no true goodneſſe, as ap. 
peares by that he was nor kept from tratricide,or brother-murdering, 
by any conſcience to God, but alone by a kinde of love and reſpeq 
to his Father, Look to your ſelves I pray you, you that be children 
of godly Parents, and have been trained up by them as well as the 

knew how, look to your ſelves, that you continue not finfull, and 
wicked, and hypocrites atthe laſt, ſuch I meanc, as care nottoget 
the true knowledge of God, but continue ſtill lovers and ſervants of 
ſin, though you have a little forme of godlineſſe, to forbeare ſome 
ſins, and doe ſome good things for your Parents ſake. This is tobe 
an Eſas, even toenjoy the meanes of grace and ſalvation in a god! 

houſe, and there to conforme a little outwardly, and to abſtaine from 
ſome ſins out of reſpe& tothe Governours, though you have no true 
conſcience to God. Search your hearts you wives,children, ſervants, 
that are educated, and live under the roofe of good men in the 
Church of God, under good meanes, and ſce your miſery, if youhe 
no better than this man was. And now labour to profit by the mean 
of gong the truth of grace cauſing you to ſtand in awe of God, 
and to depart from all wickednefſe, outof due obedience to his Ma. 
jeſty, that it may be ſaid of you, theſe and theſe, and all fins youre. 
ſolve to leave, not for ſiniſter reſpeQs of this or that perſon, or thing, 
of a Father, or the like, but out of love to God, and atrue deſfireto 
honour him that hath taken you robe his people. Thinke not well of | 
your ſelves becauſe ſome ſelf-reſpet,or humane conſideration keeps 

you from running into groſſer fins, but five to imprint ſuch a filiall 


all wickednefſe for the Lords ſake, and then you may comfortably 
ſay in your ſelves, now I know I ama true member of the Church, 
and not as Eſau was, at leaſt then, a rotten, and a withering, anda 
fruitleſſe branch, that bringeth forth leaves alone and no good fruit, 

But let us more particularly ſearch into Eſar : 

Firſt, in reſpe& ofhis carriage of bimſclfc in reſpe& of outward 
things : then of his carriage for matters of religion, and the rhingsof 
God. Thirdly, His behaviour to his Parents, Laſtly,to his brother. 

For the firſt, bis life was very faulty in the manner of his orders for 
the world, for in his younger time he gave himſelfe wholly to hunt- 
ing, as it is ſaid of him, Gen. 25. 27. The boyes grew up, and Eſau wa 
4 cunning Hunter, a man of the field, He meaneth a gallant fellow that 
gave himſelfe to little elſe bur the ſport of hunting, and was ſtill, 
in the field following that ſport.. He was a rich mans ſon, anc hi5| | 
Father had great meanes, and allowed him enough, wherefore he 
cared not for any uſefull kinde of living, but followed ſports and jol- 
lity, and by name was agreat hunter ſtill inthe fields, to pleaſehim- 
ſelfe in that hamour, Is not this alſothe common ſin of many richer 
perſons > whoas they had wealth given them to be fewell to idle- 
nefſe and voluptuouſneſſe, give themſelves over to ſports, and ſome 
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tothis of hunting, and regard not to profit in any good ſtudy or pro: 
kcable trade of life, Eſavs hunting may ſeeme not to have been ac- 
cording toour preſent cuſtome, with kennels of hounds, but with 
bow and quiver, as it is noted, Chap. 25. Bur howſoever, he was ſet 
wholly upon ſports, and {old himſelfe to that kinde of delight, ler- 
ing goe other things of better note and uſe, Surely then, itisa fin to 
live voluptuouſly, ro have none other calling bur paſtimes and vaine 
ſporrs,to make that ones occupation,thart ſhould be alone his recrea- 
tion, and ro ſpend himſelte in ſuch a trifling vaine thing that ſhould 
be uſed as a trifile alone, to refreſh our ſelves afrer matters of greater 
conſequence, Nimrod was an hunter, Iſhmael was an archer, Eſau a 
field man z you reade no ſuch thing of Sem, Abraham, Iſaac, Tacob. 
Why ſhould you follow the patrerne of thoſe men whom the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh of with diſgrace ? and not theirs rather, who have an 
honourable name in the book of God, TI pray you call your ſelves to 
an account for your expence of time,muſt wenor anſwer to God how 
wehave lived, how we have beſtowed our dayes and houres, will this 
be a good anſwer > I ſpent the day in hunting, hawking, carding, di- 
cing, and fo I did fromtime to time, one day at one ſport or merry 
meeting, another, at another, bur all in ſuch toyes, Can you bee ſo 


ſences, lives, health, ſtrength, wealth,andother like meanes of doing 
? 

See this fault now, ſo many as are guilty, and ſet your ſelves to a 
more profitable kinde of living, orelſe the day will come when you 
ſhall bootleſly wiſh that you had never been, O (ſo lay out your life, 
that the world and your ſelves may be the better for it. Live as Abra- 
-= and /acob did, nor as Eſas, follow ſome ſtudy, follow ſome good 

usbandry. | 

Live, as thoſe that know there is another life after this, and thar 
there be more weighty and honourabl. things todoe than playing 
and ſporting : Take heedof bringing your ſelves into the number of 
thoſe that are Lovers of pleaſures , more than lovers of God, If you ſay, 
why > Thendo you condemae all uſe of ſports, as hunting, fowling, 
or the like > 

I anſwer, no. I doe nor, but I ſay, let not this ina manner be the 
totall ſamme of your employment. Have figures, as well as cyphers 
inthe number of your dayes, let theſe kindes of cxerciſes have ſome 
{mall quantity of time for your refreſhment, bur ſpend your ſelves 
a better things, or elſe you ſhall be cenſured with S, 7ames his cen- 
lure, Tos have lived inpleaſure upon earth, and then I am ſure you ſhall 
live in torment when you muſt leave the earth. 

But another fault we bave in Eſas, for the manner of his hunting, 
ver. 29, He came fromthe field, and was faint, he followed his paſtime 
over.cagerly and exceſſively, and knew not how ro breake it off in 
due time, till very hunger and faintneſſe brought him home. Sure 


fond as to imagine or beleeve, that God for this cauſe gave you wis, | 
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| and ſpent by them. Sports muſt bedone ſportingly, not with the 


reaſon will conclude that it muſt needs be folly and a fin to be fo 
bound to ſome ſport, that one knowes not a due ſeaſon of leaving it 
off, but muſt run after it a long time together, till faintneſle or hyn. 
ger follow, Tobecager after paſtimes, and ſtay ſo long at them ay 
ifthey were great matters, even till extreame wearineſſe and hunger 
take one off, and rather compel), than perſwade him to leave, this is 
an inordinate uſing of ſports. For theſe recreations are inthe very 
wiſdome of nature appointed alone tocheere up the minde,when it is 
wearicd with great imployments, that it may be fitted the better for 
them afterwards : and they are not tobe followed for their own ſakes, 

as not being worthy to bee made any part of the end of awiſe mang 

life, Now he that follows them with ſo immoderateeagerneſle, and 

ſo long together, makes it appeare that he doth not uſe them as their 
nature requireth, and inſtead of firting himſelfe for better aRionsby 

them, doth alrogether unfit himſelfe for any good ation, For what 

can he performewell , thathath toiled himſelfe in a toy till hee bee 

quite ſpent ? 

LearnelI pray you to ſee this fault in your ſelves, and amend it, 
even ſtaying too long at your gawdes, following them ſuch a ſpace 
of time together, or with ſuch great violence, that you be even tired 


like ſeriouſneſle, and earnefineſle, as ſerious matters, A ſmall deale 
of time ſhould be allotted for matters of ſmall value, for ſeeing time 
is precious, to give much of a precious thing for that which is a very 
meane and worthleſle thing, is ſurely to ſuffer ones ſelfe tobe con. 
ſumed by fancy and paſhons, and not to walke rationally, and dif: 
creetly. ARE 

pac therefore not to ſuffer your ſelves robe brought under the 
bondage of any the moſt lawfull recreation, but to beableto breake 
off ſeaſonably. 

And when is the ſeaſon, ye may ask > 

I anſwer, when you have beſtowed ſo much time in them, as to 
have attained the proper end of them. As in meate and drink, a man 
ſhould forbear totake more, when he hath received ſo much as is 1c-| 
quifite for the ends of food. So in ſports. 

And every mans diſcretion will tell him, unlefſe he hath putout 
his eyes by making himſelfe a bondman to paſtimes, that the end is 
to fithim for better matters, by preſerving the health, and maintain- 
ing the vigour and cheerefulnefle of his body and minde. He muſt 
not tarry at them as long as he can, or till he be weary; but when he 
bath been ſo long conſtant in them as is fir to ſtir and exerciſe bis 
body, and prepare him for ſerious matters, then muſt he leave them 
off, and goe to ſerious matters, And I pray you, let me propound to 
your conſiderations a fit rule for the meaſuring of your time for 
ſports. Will not ſanRified reaſon tell you that you ought not to 
beſtow more time in recreations, though never ſo honeſt, to refreſh 


your 
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your bodies then in ſpirituall and holy duties to edifie your ſoules. 
Givenot more houres uſually to theſe baſeſt of all things, playes and 
games, than to thoſe molt uſetull of all things, reading the Scrip- 
cores, Prayer, Meditations, and thoſe things that are next to ſpiritu- 
all dutics in value and ufefulnefle, ſtudying ſome worthy knowledge, 
or doing {ome profitable buſineſſe in your callings, Let nor the 
more worthy thing be ſet behinde the lefſe worthy : let not the Vaſ. 
fall be ſer above his Soveraign, and have more honourthan his Lord 
and KiDg. 

Aer fault in Eſa inregard of his converſation about earthly 
things is, that when he came now to be an ageder man, and ſaw ir 
vain to follow paſtime, he fell, as Iſaac tels him, Gen. 27. 40. By thy 
ſword ſhalt thou live, He made himſelfe great by war, The ſword was 
not appointed toget Jands and livings withall, bur to defend and 
maintaine men againſt unjuſt violence, and to puniſh offenders and 
malefators. But Eſau followed the wars to make himſelfe great, as 
ithath been uſed much formerly, and is now. Men would fight with 
others to take away their lands and goods from them, and ro make 


command, and glo:y,and make themſelves great in worldly reſpe&s, 
they would berake the:nſelves to weapons and fighting. This is, fo 
far as ] candiſcern, a tault and fin, I ſay, to take occaſion of warring, 
and making battailez, towin mens lands and goods from them. 

If you ſay, how was this a part of J/aacs bleſſing to E ſas, if itwere 
aſinne > 

Ian{wer ; ſaacs meaning is, to relate what outward proſperity 
Eſas ſhould have:fo that he doth nor juſtific all the meanes he ſhould 
uſe romake himſelfe great, bur alone ſhewes, that he ſhould be great, 
and obtain a gallant countrey. It is a kinde of remporall blefling to 
overthrow in war, ard to conquer, though one deale not juſtly in that 
matter of war, Indeed if men may live by their ſword, where is 
the rule of equity, Doc you 45 you world bee done by, where is the 
(following after peace > which all are commanded to follow with 
all, Where is that threat, or curſe become > Which D avidpro- 
nouncerh from God by way of juſt imprecation againſt fuch, $catter 
the people that delig ht in war + Such kinde of war as is enterprized to 
makea living of, and to get away other mens'poſſeſſhons , for elſe to 
hight Gods battailes, as /oſ#4h and David did, in purſaing them with 
the ſword which were Gods enemies, and whom he appointed to be 
[opurſued,is a good thing and honourable;and ſuch as thoſe worthy 
men before named did much delight in. Sothen to make warres and 
ſtirres, by invading others, and picking and ready accepting any oc- 
cahon of quarrell for the raiſing of a Monarchie or Principalitieto 
bimſelfe, is a finne, and, fo farre as I ſee it, was Eſans finne, who by 
his {word made himſelfe owner of ſuch a Countric,as within a little 
time his poſteritie was raiſed to a great Kingdome for he di no 

elle 


themſelves poſſeflours and Lords of their countries, to get riches, | 


3. He made 
himſelf great 
by war, 
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ſeſſed the inhabitants of Mount Seir, and erected the beginning of 
the kingdome of Edom, Indeed, tolive by ones ſword,or by his wit, 
may well diſpute for the precedency in finfulnefſe, The one coy. 
zens, the other kils, the one uleth ſecret tricks, the other open force, 
The one armeth it ſelfe with fraud, the other with violence. The one 
hurts men in goods, the other in life too ; the one will have ir be. 
cauſe he can over-reach you inwit, the other becauſe he can over. 
maſter you in ſtrength ; the one careth not ſo he can beguile you, whe. 
ther he have iuſt title or no, the other careth not ſo he can beate yoy, 
whether his title be good or not , the one breaketh the eighth ang 
ninth Commandements, the other the eighth and ſixth Comman, 
dements: nevera better of them, but that the worſe,which is joined 
with more crueltie and bloudinefſe, And Eſau had a kind of preſage 
of his fierce and bloudie nature, when he looked fo red at his ve 
birth, and when he was affeed with the red colour of the potrage, 
ſored, fored, in reſpe& whereof alſo his name begaa tobe called 
Edom,wliich ſfignifieth red. | 
Here you may ſee what an erring judgement man hath ſince his 
fall, for how have men honoured Conquerours and great fighters,and 
ſouldiers; whereas if the war was entred into, not out of compulſion 
ro defend,or out of juſtice to puniſh publike injuries againſt Cities, 
or Common-wealths, or Countries, it was meere robbery and mur. 
der : they were but great Pyrates, and great Theeves, and great mur. 
derers; and yet the fooliſh blindnefle of men will needs give them 
honour and good eſteeme, 

Burt I need not diſgrace war to you, only this you muſt note, that|. 
Eſau which gave himſelfe in his younger time to nothing elſe but 
ſports, afterwards gave himſelfe to nothing elſe but war and ſpoiles, 

Oft voluptuous youth many times ends 1n an injurious old age. 

They ſet up themſelves by bad meanes at laſt , which gave them. 
ſelves tovanity and royes before, Thus much of Zſas converſation 
in reſpe& of theſe earthly things : Now ſee his behaviour in reſpeRt 
of ſpirituall things. 

4- Hewasa And herein he was ſo bad a liver, that the Apoſtle cals him a pro- 
pophans, phane fellow, and warnes all of us not to be prophane as he was. 
prophannefſe | HiS propbanneſle ſhewed irſelfe in two acts : 

ſhewed it Firſt, in ſelling his birth: right. 

felfein 3: 283. | Secondly, indeſpifing it, and that continually, and with great 


I, In ſelling 


bis birth righe | careleſneſſe , ſo ſhall you reade inthe Story of Gey, 25, 31, 32. The 
2. In deſpiſing | matter was thus, Eſau came hungry and faint from hunting, 7aceb had 


3.Inleaving | Made red pottage, Eſaus hunger made his eye apt to be taken with 
tkelandof - | the lively colour of the red broth; he was as bungry men be, very ca 


.; ger after food, and prayes his brother to give him ameſſc of the red 


pottage. acob ſaith, Sell me thy birth-right then, that is, paſle overt0 
meall thoſe priviledges that appertaine tothee as the elder brother, 
andon that condition I will give thee broth enough : Eſa thinks, 


perhaps 
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perhaps alto he ſaid ſotoo,l am going rodie, I cannot conceive that 
he meanes, | am now ready for hunger to give up the ghoſt, and muſt 
needs die, if L have not inſtancly ſome of this food, for ſuch faintneſle 
you'd ſcarce have given him leave to bave entred into ſuch a parle, & 
Iſaacs houſe, or ſome in it would have afforded the yong maſter ſome- 
[thing to have kept him fro ſtarving. Bur I ſuppoſe he meaneth, I muſt 
ſhortly die,8 the inherirance that is ro follow of this birthrighr,isof 
this land ſor many years hence,& therfore this birth.right wildo me 
nogood,and {o he ts content to ſell it, 8 to confirm the bargain with 
zn oath. Lo here is one a& of prophanneſſe, He ſhews that he did nor 
care for heaven & lite eternal, wherof that land was a type and figure, 
or that he did not take notice of it as a typeand figure of heaven, and 
therefore is content to ſell it, as we uſe to ſpeak,dogcheap, for a mor- 
ellofmeat,or a meſlz of potrage. To part with the things that are 
ignes & means of attaining eternall life, for the baſe & trifling mat- 
ters of this life, & if he cannot have both, to chooſe rather to have the 
arthly,8& let the ſpirituall go,lo this is I ſay prophanneſs, A ſetting | 


ofearthly trifling good things,as it were a meſs of good broth;before 
the ignes and outward means of attaining life everlaſting,even thoſe 
things that (hould do us ſpiritual good,by helping us tograce & glo- 
this I ſay is prophanneſle, this is ſaus offence, The birthright car- 
ned with it divers things. 1. The ſoveraignty & chief government of 
the family. 2 . The prieſthood alſo, and right to be as the miniſter of | 
thewhole family. . Here and in this caſe, intereſt rothe land of Ca- 
n2an,asa type of heaven, & to the continuance of the viſible Church, | 
andthe meanes of grace and ſalvation in his poſterity & family, all 
which were tranſlated to Zacob with the birthright. Now Eſau an hun- | 
ting fellow, that gave himſelfro his Croſs-bow and ſports, he either 
| had not informed him(ſelfof theſe matters, or did not heed them nor 
conſider them, therefore he lets all goe fora good meſle of pottage. 
Brethren, prophanneſle isa fearfull fin, I meane to have (@ little e- 
ſeem of the outward meanes of ſalvation, as to part with them for a 
\ngas we ſay. Bur yet an higher degree of prophanneſſe, He went his 
ny and deſpiſed his birth-right, he never conſidered of his folly af. 
terwards to repent heartily of it, and ſo to ſeek pardon, and (though |} 
dot the recovering of his birth-right, yet) to bee ſtill admitted as a 
member of Iſaacs family, and ſo to enjoy the priviledges that were 
pomiſed to him and his ſeed, but even defpiſeth it, heeares not a pin 
or it, it@ever grieves nor troubles him that he had ſold ir,let itgo, as 
fit www ſcarce ſo much worth as he paid for it. So the (in is 
fievous, to deſpiſe and contemae as vain and uſelefſe thoſe things 
bat tend to bring unto us ſpirituall graces, and eternal life. 
Now brethren, be not many of you ſuch, that ſer light and deſpiſe 
the meanes of grace, you care not for the word of God, for the Sacra- 
nents, for praying, &c. The leaſt outward benefit will make you part 
wh theſe helps to life eternall,you think them not worth any thing, 
"i | Cc you 
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you can be perſwaded to part with them for any little gaine, orthe 
like, Nay, do not ſome of you deſpiſe them > count it a folly tg 
make ſo much adoe about them , and would nor care a ruſh, if yoy 
ſhould never come at VWord,or Sacrament more,ncver uſe prayer any 
more, If any bee ſodiſpoſed, as the lives of many ſhew they be, l« 
them conſider that they ſhall in vaindreameof having the bleſſing, 
even the ſpirituall bleſſing of Gods favour, and life eternall : x/4, 
could not prevaile by any teares and intreaties to have bis Father giz 
him a ſpirituall bleſſing, God by feare ſtrengthened 7ſaacs hearts. 
cainſt all his intreaties. It may ſeem he would fain have had theble(. 
fing of 46raham, which carries with ic a ſpirituall bleſſing, ſome cog. 
fuſed notion it is like he had of heaven, that muſt be given to 46-,. 
hams children, and that muſt go along in the family of Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and their ſeed, this he would fain have had, and 1na fit weeye, 
hard,and did much defire to make his Father repent of his befog de. 
ceived, and bleſſing 1acob,but he could nor prevaile. It himſelfe ha 
ſought at Gods hand to give him repentance for his prophanneſ 
and other fins,he ſhould not have been rejeQed; bur that was not the 
thing he ſought alone, he would have had his Fath2rto have changed 
his minde,and given him aſſurance of heaven, Such a confuſed defire 
of heaven may be found in the heart of a profane man, but wheni 
this maner they would inherite the blſſing,they ſhall not. They tha 
care not for the birth-right, ſhall miſle of the bleſſing ; they that re. 
gard notthe outward ſigns & means of life eternall, ſhall never attain 
life eternall. A profane man,acontemner of religion & religious ſer. 
vices of God,ſhall never go to heaven without amendment ; O ifaqy 
of you be ſuch, now let Eſavs example ſtir you up to repentance, &re- 
formation,and be no more profane, as was Eſav. Burt 2. ſtir up your 
ſelves to be truly devour,make great account of Gods Ordinances,to 
which he hath annexed the promiſe of life. Make high account of the 
Sacraments, VVord, Prayer, Theſe be his Ordinances,to have thein. 
tereſt and injoyment of them, is to havethe birth-right : O eſteeme 
chem highly for that excellent purpoſe to which they are aſſigned, 
ſeek grace in them, that you may atraine ſalvation by them, which 
thoſe that do,are followers of 7cob,and not of Eſav,and ſhall ſpeedas 
Tacob. But the laſt a& of profanneſle in Zſas was worſt of all: He leaves 
the land of Canaan,and of his owneaccord goes away to Mount Seit 
from cob, becauſe he found it not ſo cammodious an habitation, He 
and his brother could not dwell together there, & he would ngt dwell 
in Tents as 1ſaac 8 7acobto ſhew himſelfan heir through hoe of thc 


| 


ſame promiſes, 8 ſo this was anutter forſaking ofall care of true rell- 
gion, 8 turning meer worldly and earthly. O rake heed that none of 
| you ſuffer profaneneſs to take ſo ſtrong a hold,and ſettle ſodeeproot- 
| ing in you, that you ſhould quite and cleane give over all ſhew of 
piety, and follow the world wholly altogether and profeſſedly. 

He is profane that hath no great care of heavenat leaſt not atallf0 


get! 
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| get grace,and therefore firſt makes no greatreckoning of,next deſpi- 

Fth- and after relinquiſhcth,and caſteth off the ſignes and meanes of 
grace that God hath appointed, O let nor any of you be ſuch,periſh 
'not after the example of Eſavs naughtineſſe, but ler his badneſſe 
teach you to feare to be bad in the ſame kinde, and labour tobe de- 
|yout, holy, and religious, that you may be ſaved. 

Yet more faults muſt be ſpokenof, towards bis Father and Mother | 5, me cwed 
hedid not ſhew that duereſpe&t which he ought untothem, for he | nor dve r<- 
married Cananitiſh wives,againſt their good liking you may be ſure | 2&2" 
which proved an heart-breaking unto them, and when he thought to 
mend the matter in ſuper-adding the daughter of 7ſhmaef,he went yer 
inthe ſame roade that before, not craving their advice and counſell, 
butdid it of his own bead, which though he were now married , hee | 
| ſhould not have done fo long as he lived, as then it may ſeeme he did | 
live under their roofe, Beware you children of this fin of Eſau, wrong 
not the authority of God and your parents both, by marrying withour 
their conſent, liking,or privity; whether is it ſafe, better, & more deſi. 
rable to be [acebs imitators Gr Eſaus?but of that T have ſpoken already. 
| Anotherrank of faults ſee towards his brother, Firſt, he accuſcth | 5. He falſely | 
him for beguiling him of his birth-right, which was a falſe accuſati. | <0" 
on, for he could not couzen him of that, bur himſelf out of a profane | 
ignorance and contempt of the worth thercof,ſold it away for a poore | 
price,a meſle of pottage. But man is ever ready tocaſt the blame of 
bis faults upon others, if they have any colour ſo todo, itwere better 
plainly to confeſſe and take the blame unto ones ſelf, than to double 
the fault by covering itwith falſhood ſpringing from ſelf-love : Let 
noman ſay, that another hath deceived him of that which he hath 
fondly caſt away,or the like. But when 7acob had indeed beguiled him | 
of the bleſſing,which I cannot tell how toexcuſe, then he hated him. 

It isa grievous offence to be ſo imbittered, ſpecially againſt a bro- | 7, He hared 
ther,or kinſman, as to entertain hatred againſt him. Thos ſhalt not hate | Þ'5 brother. 
thy neighbour in thine heart, Love your enemies, do 700d to them that do cvill 
t050s,{aith our Saviour. This is far from being like God,and fo from 
deing a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, who loved his enemies. Should 
not the Image of God ina man prevaile more to make one love, than | 
bis own injury to make him hate. If any of you be an Zſauite in this 
thing, an hater of one tbat hath done him wrong, let him be aſſured 
| |fbatic is a great fin, and if he excuſe it, defend it, deny it, will not ſee 
| | 20r carefully refiſt it, let him be aſſured that his ſin is not pardon- 

ed. Hethat ſaith he loveth God, and hateth his brother, i a lyar : and hee 
that ſaith he isa childe of God,and is not a lover of God,is a lyar too. 
: You may ask me what it is to hate ones brother > I anſwer. 
There is a paſſion of batred,and a habit of hatred, and both work 1n 
p twodegrees. | | 
| The paſſion of batred is a kinde of averſneſſe, and riſing of the 
eart againſt aman when one ſees him, ſo that hee cannor away 
l i Cc 2 ' with | 
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with him, norcan ſpeake unto, or looke curteouſly, or peaceably 
upon him, but ones countenance fals when he ſces him, and he exen 
rurnes away, and by his good will would have nothing to doe with 
bim. Tobe ſodiſpoſed to a man inreſpe& of his foule and wicked 
carriage, is not a ſin; but to be affected in reſpeR of an 1njury, is this 
ſinfull bating ofbim. But the habir of hatred 1s, when the heartis 
ſoſetled in this alienation and cftrangement, that it grows towifh 
and deſire, and ſecke his hurt ; now ſometimes theſe paſſions, ang 
theſe grudges be ſeen, lamented, reſiſted, and by degrees overcome, 
here hatred ruleth not : ſometimes a man will not ſee his fin in ſach 
batred, and taketh no paines to chaſe this ſowre leaven out of his 
heart, This over-ruling hatred is a finnethat cannot ſtand with trye 
charity to God. O take heed of it, ſee it, amend it, and be no longer 


| like Eſas ! 

3. He com- Next, henot alone intends to kill his brother, but comforts him. 
forted _ ſelf in that thought, as you may reade, Ges. 27. 44. It is a fearefu| 
x ane be »£ {thing toreſolve upon murder, and that with delight and pleaſure 


killing his | ſo that the heart concluderh rocommir it ſo ſoone as ſuch and ſuch; 
brother, let is removed, or fir occaſion offered, and that fo ſerledly,as not con 
ſcionable obedience to God, bur alone ſome meere reſpe& to men 
doth hinder the accompliſhment. So the Pharifces reſolved to kill 
Chriſt, only fearing the people they forbeared it was glad newes to 
them when 1uds offered his ſervice to betray him. This is to give 
ones ſelfe over as a ſervant to fin, and cannot be found in any childe 
of God, at leaſt, not uſually or ofren. Doe any of you finne thusin 
any kinde > What ſhould I call you but Eſavs ? and I beſcech you 
to take heed of malice, that it may nor produce murther, and of all 
the inward motions to evill with allowance, for feare they produce 
the on as of evill. Nay, Eſaus malice ſtrived rwenty yeares in 
his breaſt, forhe wentour againſt his brother when he returned from 
| Padax Aram, Gen. 2.2. with foure hundred men after him, minding to 
deſtroy him, but that God vouchſafed to ſtop him by putting apal. 
fion of kindeneſſe upon him. A great fin ir isto attempt greivous 
offences, though one be ſtopped in the middeſt, yea though the ſtop- 
page grow from ſome inward motion in himſelfe ; for this ſhewes 
that the heart was once fully bentunto it, but if ſome outward hin. 
derance alone have been the cauſe of its not being done, rhea the 
thankes of forbearance is lefle. 

Repent therefore of ſuch purpoſes and attempts, and ſhe your 
ſelves truly ſorrowfull and penitent, by confefling ro God the fin of 
attempting, and bleſſing his name for not permitting you to follow 
| your wicked defires, 

;.Misbenefits | His benefits, they were all remporall, The dew of heaven, andthe 
all cewporall. | fatweſſe of the earth , He was rich, proſperous, mighty, a conquerour, 
| had many children, yet he could never inherite the ſpirituall blel- 


(ing, though he would faine have had his Father ro have _. | 
418, 
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| Cain, Iſhmael, Nimroa, Eſau, had tremporall bleſſings, boaſt not of 
theſe things, thinke not your ſelves better than men for 


His miſeries, except his lofle of the birth: right, he had few tempo. 
nll croſſes, Heb. 12, 17, Take heed of carrying your ſelves ſo, that 


theſe things, 


it goe-not ill with your ſoules, that God plague you not 
with ſpirituall plagues. For his death.the Scripture 


ſpeakes nothing of it, herein 7ſhmael is 


preferred before Eſas. 
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And the men of G E'R A Re 


2 N the ſervice of //aac, the holy Ghoſt maketh | 
-J mention by the way, of ſome other per(ons with 
whom Iſaac had occaſion toconverſe, And firſt, 
JW he cclleth of ſome paſlages berweene him and 
Abimelech King of Gerat , then of the men of 
Gerar, Wee will therefore conſider of thoſe 
A things which are written concerning them. 

Firſt then,of 4bimelech King of the Philiſtins, 
Gen,26. 1, Whether this were the ſame man wich whom Abrahams | Gene26 2. 
ſojourned, or ſome ſon, or ſucceſſour of his, it is nor cerraine. 

But in him let us ſee what is commendable, and fic for our imita- fifea _ his þ 
tlon, for the Story telleth not of much ſin in him. But we have ſome , 
vertues of his mentioned, and one thing that js likely co be a fault; W 
His vertues ate theſe. | 

Firſt, he did not take Rebekkah from Iſaac, though he for feare af- | 1-Herooke - þ 
firmed het tobe his ſiſter, when the men of the place asked him of ran hy og | 
her; but he left her alone with 1ſaac, perhaps to make triall yet far- | chougbheat- 


ther, whether ſhe were his wife or nor, it may be, remembring what | med mer'o 
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1 


Ver. 8, 


2, Heconſtru- 
ed Iſaacs (por- 
ting with Re« 
bekkab in the 
beſt lence, 


Ver. 9, , | 
3. He rold 1- 
[a«s plainly of 
his fault. 


had been done before to Abrahars, and with what ſacceſſe. That j, 
praiſeworthy in him, and we muſt lcarne to be wary in our procceg. 
ings, and not preſently to do ſuch things as may bedoubtfuli, whe. 
ther they be faults or not, but to take time to look thoroughly int 
matters before we adventnte, | 

But next, when he ſaw ſaac ſporting with Rebekkah in a very fami. 
liar matiner, he did not miſconſtruechis deed of theirs to the wor 
ſence, condemning him of wantonnefle, and inceſt, as if he had beg 
ſonaught as tocarry himſelfe over-familiarly to his fiſter, bur con. 
ceived rather that ſhe was his wife, and that he would not have taken 
liberty tocarry hiwfſelfe in that manner towards her, if ſhe bad n| 
been his wife : Hedid well to take things in the beſt ſence as he did, 
for when he ſaw ſuch behaviours paſſe betweene theſe two, as were 
not convenient betwixt any, any other but man and wife ; he cog. 
cludes, ſure ſhe is his wife, elſe he would not bave ſported with he 
in that faſhion, and then goes and tels him what he conceiveth, { 
muſt we judge the beſt of che doubrfull things we ſee done by goo 
men. | 

Had he been of a ſuſpitious and uncharitable diſpoſition, he would 
bave paſſed a bitter ſentence both upon 7ſaac and Rebekkah , and 
thought this, without doubt this woman is a light woman, and this 
mana libidinous and inceſtuous man,that ſhews ſuch geſtures to his 
ſiſter, whodidalſoentercaine him, but he thinketh rather, ſurely the 
man is ſo good a man that he would never have been bold to bear 
bimſelfe ſo amorouſly towards his fifter, and therefore, though hee 
ſaid ſhe was bis {iRer, for feare or other conſiderations, yet verily ſhe 
is his wife, 

We muſt beas charitable in our cenſures of men, as was this 46. 
melech, and not take leaveto thinke the worſt of any mans aQions, 
but favourably interpret them, and make the faireſt conſftruRion of 
chem that may be.But robe harſh in our ceſures of any man, & think 
he is naught, he meaneth wickedly, this is a teſtimony ot a heat 
guilty of as bad fins in himſelfe, and of one deſirous to hide his 
owne eyes from his owne badnefle, by meaſuring others by himſelte. 
For he that is himſelfe ready to doe evill, is prone to conclude, that 
others are as bad as himſelfe; and therefore, when he ſees them doe 
ſuch a thing as may poſſibly be meant to an cvill purpoſe, he conclu-| 
deth preſently, that ſo it is. For he will not thinke better of others, 
than himſelfe, and therefore will reſolve that they have doneas ill as 
he findes that himſelfe would have done in like caſe, : 

Take heed that you betray not your owne nanghtineſfſe, in being 
forward and haſty to blame others, 

Another good thing in this 4bimelech is, that ſo ſoone as he per- 
ceived that Iſaac was Rebekkahs husband, and ſhe his wife, he goes £0 
him preſently, and rels him, ſaying, Sre ſhe & thy wife, why then ſaidff 


| [+hon, ſhe my ſiſter, for one of the people might lightly have lien withthy 


wife, 
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wife , andthou ſhouldft have broug ht upon w guiltineſſe. This is a good 
thing, and agreeable to the commandementofthe Law, totell our 
brother plainly of his fin. If any, man ſhall do ſome unlawfull thing 
toour knowledge, we muſt goe and enquire why they did fo, and even 
rebuke chem for it by ſhewing them how hurtfull or miſchievous ir 
was, or might have proved. 

Sadidanother 46imelech, or this ſame to Abraham before, they | 
therefore have not walked rightly, thar if they know any fault by 
their brother, keep the matrer to themſelves, and entertaine hard 
conceits of them, but ſpeake no word of reproofe or admonition to 
them. So did Abſalom behave himſelfe towards his brother Amos, 
when he bad finned in forcing his fiſter. This proveth, that they doe 
not defiretheir brothers amending,and that they are more diſpleaſed 
with the perſon than the fin, and it it be a wrong, with the injury done 
againſt themſelves, than with the offence done againſt God, If any 
of you have thus ſtored up the faults of another in his breaſt, to breed 
alienation of heart, and evill conceits againſt them, he muſt humble 
bimſelfe for ſuch uncharicablenefle : And now, you muſt learneto 
be bold and free in this behalfe, as Abimelech. Indeed you ſee him 
notbitter nor violent, but he is plaine and duly round with him; fo 
muſt we learne ro forbeare diſtempered ſpeeches and geſtures, bur a 

laine{aying open of the fault before the offendor, is neceſſary to 
hng him rothe ſight ofhis fault, and roa free confeſſion, and ar 
leaſt to an outward reformation, Looke that you carry your ſelves 
thus hereafter to your offending brethren, and if rhey repent nor ar 
the firſt, doe ir againe and againe, till you have brought them to * 
anend or proved them goa”, 0% I 

Further, Abimelech ſhews in his words cvidently,both that be knew | vcr. 10- 
adultery to be a grievous ſin, even though a man did nor perfe@ly | 4, Heknew | 
know the woman to be married with whom he committed ir, and al- | a mage} was 
ſobeleeveth that God will ſeverely puniſh it in the committer, and | v-willing w | 
ſobe was not a wilfull liver in that fin, nor would have yeelded him. | OH 
elfewittingly to run into itfor the pleaſing of luſtfull paſſions, Be 
you as good as be ſhewes himſelfe, know that adultery is a great ſin, 
that it ſhall bring guiltineſſe and puniſhment upon you, and there- 
fore terrifie your ſelves from commirting it : Why ſhould wee 
Chriſtians be of lefſe knowledge, and have lefſe conſcience, leſſe 
feare to offend God, lefle faith in bis juſtice then this Philiſtian had? 
Why ſhould we be bold to run into that crime which he was dif. 
pleaſed with 7/azc for miniſtring occaſion of doing unwittingly ? | 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves with hope of impunity for ſuch a 
lin as he did certainly beleeve would bring guiltinefſe upon the 
[commitrer > Conſider with your ſelves, whether you have nor been 
{oblinded and hardened with the deceittulneſſe of fin, as knowingly, 
and of purpoſe to ruſh into the evill whichan Heathen man was feare- 
fullrocommir. | 


0 | :  Againe, | 


\ 
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Ver. Il, 
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Phuliſtims, 


Ver. 26, 
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ro make a co» 
venant of 
peace and 
amity with 
Iſaac, 


—  ———— 


be muſt leave the matter to Gods providence, but he muſt not con- 


| WIONg. 


true reaſon of his deſire, and intimating an acknowledgement of the 


Againe, it is well done of _{46imelech, that he by afirſt commay. 
dementratificd with a threat of death, charged that no man ſhoy1q 
dare towrong this man or his wife : He was a King, and had powe; 
to make ſuch an edi, and for the ſecuring of 1ſaac againſt his teares 
and preventing w-7 evill, publiſheth it ro his people. Governour, 
muſt uſe their authority to keep their inferiours from fins by threaz. 
ning, and if that prevaile not by puniſhing with due ſeverity. The 
mult terrific thera from crimes of death by denouncing the puniſh. 
ment of death, and not ſuffer them to be moreeaſily drawn to naugh. 
tineſſe through hope of impunity, 

Moſt men forbeare fin for feare of puniſhment, rather then hatred 
of wickedneſſe, wherefore they muſt have this feare wrought in them 
by the Governours, that they may be fo reſtrained, and the Magi. 
ſtrate is to ſhew himſelfe ſuch, that if men doe evill they may feare, 
You Governours have not power to make lawes, but you have the 
care of executing lawes intruſted to you, ſee therefore that you beug. 
partially, and wiſely, and righteouſly ſevere in putting the lawes ig 
execution which are made to terrifie malefaQors, elſe you bring the 
guile of their fins upon your owne ſoules, and fin at once againſ 
God the ſupreame Ruler, the Common-wealth, the ſinners them- 
ſelves, and your own ſoules too, 

But here by the way, I muſt obſerve ſomething that was worthy! 
blame in 7ſaac, hehad too hard a conceit of theſe Philiſtims, and 
thought them worſe then he found them ; for he conceived they 
would have killed him for his wives ſake : Surethis fearedid caſtan 
aſperfion not on the men of lower rank, but upon the chiefe perſons 
and Rulers , bur loe, the King is far from doing {o wickedly, yea, he 
doth the quite contrary, and uſeth due care to prevent this wicked. 
neſſe. We muſt learne to beware of ſuch raſhneſle, and not thinke 
ſo hardly of others, that they will wrong us in ſuch and ſuch kindes, 
till we have juſt ground for ſuch thoughts. A man is to ule dicreti. 
on, and thinking that ſuch whom he knoweth not may happily 
wrong him, muſt take ſuch prudent order, that they may not bee 
able though they ſhould be willing ; or if he can take no ſuch courſe, 


clude, ſure they will wrong me, and ſo condemne them before he 
heares them, and turne himſelfe to baſe ſhifts for eſcaping the 


Now another thing is alſo commendable in Abimelech, he goeth 
to Iſaac, ver, 26. with his friend and chiefe Captaine, and deſireth to 
make & covenant of peace and amity with him, giving alſo thc 


former unkindnefle in diſcharging him the country, For we have ſeene 
(ſaith he) that God i with thee,andtheu the bleſſedof the Lord avett. [t1s 
a part of wiſdome and goodnefſe too, to be in covenant and peace 


with good men, and to@bſerve how God doth pleaſe to blefſe men, 
an 
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andto aſcribe their proſperity to Gods favourable bleſſing, all which 
things you ſee in Abimelech, He had refuſed to let 7ſaac dwell in his 
 Countrey, yet he is nor ſo ſtour hearted, bur that he will come to 
im, and ſeck his friend(hip, and chat in honourable manner,acknow. 
|ledging his worth and Gods bleffing upon him. Wee muſt learne 
todo the ſawe things, bur ina better manner, he looketh to 7/rae/s 
proſperity, we muſt look rothe goodnefie of men,and in love of their 
verrues , rather then in hope and feare of carthly things, be at peace 
with them, and live-in amity towards them, Ir is a good thing tobe 
friends with Gods friends, even on whatſoever conſiderations; for by 
{odoing a man intereſts himſelte into that blcfling which God ſaith 
that be will grant to them that bleſle his people. Bur if love of their 
religion and piety make us deſire the friendſhip of any, then it is a 
oood ſigne, that the ſame piety and vertuc is found in him whom ir 
winneth ro beare good will unto the profeffour of it : ſor vertuous 
men are ſeldome loved, and never for vertues ſake, but by thoſe that 
have ſome vertue. And it giveth us ſome good hope, that Abimelech 
might be a man that acknowledged the true God whom Iſaac pfofeſ. 
ſed, ſeeing he took notice, of his bleſſing upon 7ſacc, and called him 
the Bleſſed of the Lord, And this is Abimelechs goodnefſe, One thin 

ſeemeth to have been faulty in him, of which 7/azc alſo telleth him, 
when he came to make a Covenant, ſaying,Ye hate me, and have driven 
me away from you. This is likely to bea fault, rodrivea man, a good 
man, ſo from ones countrey houſe or familiarity , that he ſhall have 
cauſe to thinke ir is done out of hatred. Indeed in the 16.ver. of the 
26, Chapter, Abimelech would nor ſeem todo it out of hatred, but out 
of policie, becauſe of 1ſaacs greatneſle: as if he ſhould ſay, It will nor 
ſtand with our ſafety to ſuffer ſo great a man to ſojourne in our coun- 
trey. But 7/aac ſaw a piece of malice and ill will in it, as the holy 
Ghoſt in the Story doth intimate, ſaying, They envied him, and v. 16. 
Then Abimelech bade him depart, moved like enough by the perſwaſi- 
ons of thoſe that did envy him, it nor a little leavened with rhe ſame 
lean himſelfe. Beware of committing the like offence, ſhew not 
illwill rowards any good man, by chafing him from you, refuſing ro 
give him leave to be with you, or in generall, by any diſcurteous car. 


rage towards him. But be rather glad of his ſociety and neigh- 
» | dourhood, 


And ſo we bave done with Abimelech. 

Now ſomething of bis SubjeQs the Philiftims, and particularly 
the men of Gerar. The Philiſtims envyed him, ver, 14. in reſpe& of 
his greatneſſe and proſperity, This finof envy (23. e. being grieved 
at another mans proſperity, and bearing il! will againſt him for it, 
which will ſurely follow ſuch griefe,for that griefe 1s an effe ſpring- 
Ing from nncharitableneſſe, and therefore will cauſe ic ro grow 
ſtronger and worſer) I ſay, this ſin is agreat offence, blamed in Cais, 
1 Zoſephs brethren, in the Phariſees, and moſt of all inthe devils, 


OY 
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Ver, 27. | 
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Itisa wrong to God in that we ſatisfie not our ſelves in bis diſpo. 
ſing of things, ſor may not God ſhew more or leſle favour tomen, a 
itſcemeth good tohimſelfe > and why, ſhould our eye beevill be. | 
cauſehiseye is good > Itis a wrong to the perſon envyed,in that we 
do not ſo behave our ſelves towards him, as we would that all other 
ſhould doe toour felves, for men would that others ſhould rejoyce jg 
their welfare, and not repine at it. Secondly, in that it maketh yy 
apt to doethem any injurie, as bere is ſcene in the Example thar we 
ſpeake of, who ſtopped Iſaacs Wells out of envy, And it is a wron 
to ones ſelfe, in that he bringeth necdleſſe vexation upon hiaſelfe, 
and filleth his heart with gall, when he might have fed on honey a 
itwere; for we ſhould rejoyce with them that rejoyce, and then we 
ſhould partake of the benefit; becauſe the beſt fruit of a good thing 
is to have joy of it. | 

And this envy ſpringeth from meere ſc]fe-love, and pride, and fol. 
ly, in not ſeeing God in things, and ſubmitting to his wiſdome, 
Whoſoever findeth a kinde of tangue of this diſeaſe in himſelfe, 
muſt blame himſelfe for it heartily, and thinke thus with himſelfe, 
What ſhall I be an imitatour of wicked,men, yea of the wicked 
- [ſpirits > What a fooliſh man am I that will not ſee Gods wiſe 
providence and yeeld toit > What awretch, that thinke all good 
things loſt which fall beſides my fſelfe > What a fooliſh man that 
will make a croſſe to my ſelfe where it need not bee, nor indeed 
is > And if anythiake, it hee had not this proſperity it might 
befall mee, and therefore at leaſt I may gricve that he hath it romy 
dammage. _ 

I anſwer. 

Thar is but avery May-be, for it will not follow that the Philt- 
ſtims would have growne very rich, if 7/aac had not gotten o 
much, nor that Cain ſhould have been accepted if Abel had not; Yea 
verily, thoſe things that have moved God not to grant them fo 
much proſperity as another, would have cauſed him to withdravw it 
from them, even though he had not given it tothat other, For God 
doth not forbeare to give to this perſon, becauſe he gave to that; 
this kinde of abſtaining to give is proper tomen,whowant ſufficient 
| meanes to give to all, but God can repleniſh all without leaving 
bimſelfe deſtitute : bat God with-holds his benefits from thole| . 
| that have them nor, becauſe their fins provoke him, or becauſc hee 
would afti& or chaſtiſe them, 

The faults of men keep good things from their poſſeſſions, and 
they would not have becn lefle faulty, if another had been leſle pro- 
ſperous. Wherefore I ſay, confeſle this fin, ſee it, condemne 1t1N 
your ſelves, yeeld nor tor. * 

Yea but I am ſure that his getting hinders my gaines. 

Anſwer, Firſt, ſay that it doth, wilt thou be vexed that anothe! 
{ hinders thee >? Is notthis to be vexed at Gods providence ? 


But 


— 


| 
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| Butlecondly, { anſwer , thou canſt not be ſurc ofthis, for God 
could and if he purpoſed to croſle thee, deny thee ſuch benefics, 
though this man were not, 

Now I pray you, hate and abhorre envy, and learne to rejoyce 
with them that rejoyce, rather then torment your ſelves at them, 
and tobee thankfull ro God for ſhewing favour to your neighbours, 
zacher then to frer in your ſelves, Indced if we ſee wicked men pro- 
ſper, wee muſt beware of over-grieving , leſt it make us fall ro imi- 
cating : But togrieve at the proſperity of an 7ſaac, is to ſhew, that 


one loveth nor goodnefle, as a reward of which the Lord vouch- 


afeth that proſperity. | 

Now ſecondly, when they had entertained envy, then they fall to 
injury ; They ſtopped his Wels,and filled them wich duſt,viz.The 
Wells his Father had dugge ; Loe, awickednefle, to doe injury to 
another, by hurting and hindering bim, though ones ſelfe can 
reape no benefit by ir, Indeed to doe a neighbour hurt in body or 
goods without juſt cauſe '(v/z. puniſhing him for ſome faule by 
xertue of authority which God hath pur into my hand) is a great 
fgne, and againſt the plaine Law that faith, Doe as you would be doxe 
þ, and that Commandement, Bee innocent as Doves, but to hurt 
amari without any profit to himlelfe , this is an high degreeof 
wickedneſſe, and proceeds from nothing elſe but envy, which is 
one of the worſt kindes of malice. To advantage my fſelfe by ano. 
ther mans loſſe is moſt unjuſt, but to hinder another without an 
advantage to my ſelfe, this is a farre more palpable and wilfull in- 
juſtice, | 

O call to minde your owne wayes , haue not you walked as croo- 
tedly as theſe men of the Philiſtime Nation > Stopped up another 
mans Wels as it were, that is, put your ſelves ropaines to doehim 
dmmage, to hinder him, though you get nothing by ir your 
ſelves. This is a plaine proofe of a man ſtuffed with envy , and with 
meat wickednefſe, whereby he loves todoe evill, even for the plea- 
ure ſake he taketh in doing, not for any othcr fruit of it, This is to 
dejuſtlike the devill, that ſeeketh to keepe others out of heaven , 
and to bring them to hell, though ir eaſe nor his torments one whir, 
decauſe ira lirtle ſatisfieth his tomack. Repent, repent exceeding- 
ly,if you have been ſo devilliſh. 

Another fault of the Philiſtims you meete with, Gey. 26. 19, 
20, 21, Tſaacdigged aWell in the walley , and found there a fountaine 

tiving water : that is, ſuch as did run with a full and conſtant 
lreame , Andthe Shepheards of Gerar contended for it with Iſaacs Shep- 

ds, ſaying , the water is ours, Wherefore 1ſaac called the name 

of it Hezek, or ſtrife, becauſe rhey ſtrove with him. Then they 


{ligged another Well, and they ſtrove for that alſo, and he called 


thename of it Sizzah, which fignifieth hatred or enmity, becauſe 
e ſaw that they contended with him now,gort for need of the water, 
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bur out of meere hatred, becauſe they were enemies and adverſaries 
rohim, and were gricved at his welfare. 

The fault is (you ſee) contentiouſneſle, and trite, growing out of 
hatred and ill will. The nature of man is tull of this vice, as S, Pay/ 
Filled with envy, murther , debate, Rom. 1.9. and Hatred, variance 
emulation, ſtrife, ſedition , are reckoned among the fruits of the fleſh, 
Gal. 5.19. S.Paultelleth the Corinths, Left hat when he commu; 
unto them, he ſhall finde amone# them (with other ſinnes) debates, wnj 
firife, This ſtrife bath irs originall in pride , which eaſily breedeth 
envy, and hatred, and ſocontention and firife ; and S. 1ames ſaith 
T hat thoſe which have envying and ſtrife among themſelves, this wiſday 
# not from above , but ts earthly , ſenſuall , and devilliſh , and that wher; 
Tawz.u're | envying and ſtrife s , there s confuſion , andevery evill worke, He ſaith 
and chap-4- 1» | alſo, That wars and fightings are among it them, from their luſts that wy 

in thtir members, You {ec the loathſomeneſle of this vice, from the 
. bad cauſes and effes of it, 

Take notice therefore of your owne hearts and lives, and ſee if 
none of you bee a quarellous and contentious perſon; that is, rex 
dy upon every occafion to ſtrive with his brother, and to breake 
forth inro brawles and fairs, challenging thatwhich is none ofhis, 
and diſquieting his brethren and himlſelte. 

A man may uſe legall meanes to get and keepe that which is 
rightfully due to him ,' but he muſt nor doe this in a froward man. 
ner, with bitternefſe and rage againſt his adverſary ; but for the 
things that appertaine not to him in equity, hee muſt make noſiri 
vingatall, otherwiſe he isa contentious man, And becauſe ſelfe- 
love maketh us ſo blinde, that wee are apt to deceive our ſelves, and 
to imagine we have good title to that which indeed belongs notto 
us, wee muſt bee content to referre our ſelves willingly to other 
| mens jadgements , and not ſtand upon our owne opinions ; I mean 
to other indifferent, and unintereſſed perſons, whoſe judgements 
are like to bee clearer than our owne, in things wherein themſelves 
| be not ingaged. 

Let me therefore commend peace and concord , let nothing bee 
done of ſtrife, in an humour to croſſe and oppoſe another, or to vexe 
and anger him. If covetouſneſle or envy rule in a, mans heart, bee 
will boile with contention, and flame forth into debates and ſtrites; 
bur if he bave an heart contented with his eſtate, and charitably 
diſpoſed to his brethren , hee will then inſue peace, and follon 
after it, For a juſt controverſie may bee carried in a quiet and 
| peaceable manner, and ſo ought to bez bur be the cauſe of ſtriving 
never fo equa!l, if the thing be carried tumultuouſly with bitte! 
words and behaviour , with railings, ſwellings, whiſperings, back- 
birings, mutuall diſgracing and upbraiding one ancther, this 1s? 
ſigne of a naughty heart, in whom the wiſdome that is from below 
doth rule and beare iway. 


Reſolve 


Gen. eA bimolech. (CHanr,26. 
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Reſolve therefore tofollow peace with all men, not ftriviag bur 
upon juſt cauſe, and chenallo ina loving, gentle, and milde man- 
ner. And ſo much for /ſazcs contemporaries, with 
whom his occaſions gave him cauſe of 
intermingling. I proceed now 
to /ſaacs heire and (uc- 
ceſfor,that is to 


ſay, Jacob. 
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Or Tacos. 


HE word Zaceb ſignifieth,be holds the heele : the 
reaſon of which name you may reade Gey. 25. | | 
26, Heand Eſau were:Ewins born atone birth, | | 
Eſau was the firſt borne, and when he was borne, | _ | 
his brother came out after him and. held:-himby,|; | 
the heele, whencethis name was given him. - || 

Of 7ac0b we muſt ſhew threet Fg as.in for- 


« Ha > 
p 

= x 
PEAKED: 


. 
%* 


+42. , merExamples. Hisbirth, life, and death. | 
rning his birth, che rime and parents were the ſame which. | 1c bis birth | 


.Co 


id before of Eſa, the manner was as you have heard, :as if hee/| 
TaawyroNled with bis brother for the birth-righe cven, in, the birch, | 
which may, ſeem to be-{ignificd rhe great ſtir that ſhould be be, | = | 
bixt their Succeſſours as well as Lat = yea; and betwixt the |: 

f00d and bad i n all ages, even thoſe that are. beires of the; promiſe, 
and thoſe that be contemoers of the promiſe. For the Lord had fore-. 
'01d, that two Nations werg in Rebekkahs. wombe, which fhould he |: 
ſeparated one from the other, and inthem the Lord did manifeſt the:|! 
ficedome of his EleRion, ſeeing he choſe the younger, before the || . 
elder to inheritethe promiſes, and that-before they had.dane.good!|! * 
revill, that che purpoſe. of God according to eletiaq; might re-.| 
Maine (or befirme)not of workes,but of him that calleth : meaning, | 
E=--: — | Dd 3 that | 
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Gen. The Example of Cuars. 


; 
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- What Gods 
.election is, 
| 


| 
| 


| Hife life, 


't. His vertues, | 


Gen. 2 $,27 . 


I. In generall: 
I, He way an 
upright man. 


What perfe. 
QGion is, 


Itis twofold, 


that Gods intention of ſaving by his grace, who freely calleth, ng; 

of any workes in any perſon, whether repenting, — ot any 
other warkes, might be ſtedfaſt and ſtable. No workes cauſe Godyg 
call one, or to purpoſe to call one, or 'not to call another, bur aloq, 
bis good xa, whereof though it be ſure that God hath in hin. 
(clfe juſt reaſon (for he is a reaſonable agent, and doth all things, ang 
moſt underſtandiogly ) yer he ſees it not good to reveale tous ay 
reaſon, becauſe he would make us ſee what ſubjeAion we owe tg 
him (that is co ſay) toreft in his will as a ſufficiencreaſon to ſarizhe 
us. God might havepurpoſed to call, and alſo have called all with. 
out any picking or chooſing, or preferring one before another, by 
his purpoſe was according eo eleion or choice, he intended noty 
raiſe up all out of the miſerable eſtate intowhich 14am brought 
all, but alone ſame; andin his choofing he might have left whon 
he rooke, and cantrarily, but hewould take ſome, not all, end theſe, 
not thoſe becauſe in his wiſdome he faw it fit ; and fo greatis his 
power and ſoveraignty, that we ought to be contented with this rey 
ſon, God would have it ſo. 

Gods EleQion is his purpoſe to call ſuch and ſuch, o_—__ 
reſt : andofthis purpoſe we can give noother cauſe but this, ſo it 
ſcemed good unto him : though himſelfe have ſuch grounds of his 
| choice within himſelfe, as it 1s fit for a wiſe agent to have forthe 
ground of all his ations. He that will not quiet himſelfe thus inthe 


[+ - Ads ſhaltentanglehimfelfe fo, that he will neverbec 
looſed, 


| Andſo muchof 72coþs birth. | 

Now for his life, we will confider his vertues ; faults, croſſes, 
benefits. 

For his vertues, we will ſpeake of them firſt in generall , and here 
twothings are noted in him, Gen.25. 27. 1acob was a plaine may, al 
did dell in Tents, The word tranſlated a plaine man, fignifieth a pe 
fe& orupright man. Ir is of larger ſignification thew! ale of 
ours, A plaine man, for that incommon ſpeech norett one that is fim- 
ple, anddealerh ſquarely and cavenly withour fraud, deceit, guile, 0 
ay cs in his ations, ſo may one be and have no great goodneſſe 
in him. But this word is uſed todenote an upright hearted man, 8 
eruly and intirely godly man, a perfe& man that is good withinas| 
well as without, and good inal! things, at all crimes, and inall places 
one as well-as another, ane that carefully follows all the Commande- 
ments of God,not giving himfſelfe legve to ſwerve from any of Gods] 
waycsSat'any time, *' ; i 
.  Perfe&ion is that property inthings,by which they bave all which 

isrequifire fortheirdne canftiturion. _ ] 
| There isa double perfe &ion, one off degrees, unattainable in this 
life, and it iswhen a man hath all the pjarts of obedience inthe bigh: 
eſt degree that the Law requirerh of him, this is alegall pane 
| 7 | wit 
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| G E Ne Facob. CHaP.26, | 


without which no man can be juſtified before God by the Law, and 
becanſe no man can arrain ir, therefore, By the Law ſhall no fleſh be ju- 
fified, but beleevers have it in Chriſt, in whom they are made the 
righteouſnefſe of God, and to whom righteouſneſſe withourworkes 
(meaning workes of cheirown working, for they are ſuch as worke 
not in this ſenſe) is imputed. 

Perfe&ion of parts, 1s when all rhe parts of goodneſſe are found in 
a man. As a childe of five yeares is4perfe&t man in reſpeR of parts, 
hebarh a ſoule, and body, he bath hands, head, heart, legs, 8c. and | 
therefore is that way perfe&R, though ſtature and ſtrength,and diſcre- 
tion be not found in him inthe ſame degree that after, when he is a 
Now there aretwo kindes of parrs found in every thing firſt. 
Firſt, the parts efſentiall, as matter and forme, 

Secondly, the parts integrall, v;. as the feverall members of the 
matter, heart, head, &c, ina man. 

So in the pointof goodnefle, goodnefſe is perfe& when it hath all 
the parts of goodnefle, vis. the matter, which is the a& of doing 
good and leavingevils. 2. The forme, which is the ſubje&ion of 
thewillto the will of God; in that a man is therefore carefull to 
leaveevill and doe good, becauſe he acknowledgeth himſelf to owe, 
and is willing to performe all obedience unto God bis maker and | 
Redeemer, and theſe are the effentiall parts of goodneſſe. 

The integrall, are che doing or us in every kinde, and leaving 
ofevill inevery kinde, with an endeavour, and firiving, and wiſhing 
rodoe it inevery degree, even to leave all evill, the very leaſt degree, 
| [and todoall good 1n the very higheſt degree. Thus you fee what 

perfeQtion is. It is an endeavour and reſokation to doeall things 
which God commandeth, and to leave all the thingswhich he for- 
biddeth, perfeQly in obedience tohis authoriry;. or if you will, in | 
briefe, Perfe&ion of the Goſpell is a ſtriving after the perfeRion of | 
the Law. Now we muſt be thus perfe&, becauſe ir is a ſingular | 

oodnefſe of God to. accept ſuch an iniperfe& perfeXion at our | 
ands, For he mighthave held us till ro the condition of workes, | 
and ſo reje&ing ourendeavours, becauſe falling ſhore of what the | 
Law requireth, 'might have deſtroyed us notwithſtanding ſuch en- 
leayours,but he hath been pleaſed to migke anew. Covenanr,in which 
herequireth and accepteth our hearty endeavours, though there be 
much failing. O ſhould not this move us to lahour and ſtrive ! As 


| 


-[ifadebtor owing an hundred pounds, and not able to pay it, ſhould 
| have theſe conditions propounded to him from his Creditor, well, 


it, and I will accept it. Should not this make them very careful! 
tobring him ſomuch as they were able, and that in good filver, not 
copperand falſe coige > Againe, we loſe both our goodnefſe and our 
| ſelves alſo, if we be norplaine and perfe ; If wehave reſpet .; Fo | 
| | $ 


—_—— 
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pay mewhatyou be able, ſo you bring me good money, norcounter- 


G ew. The Exampleof GCuav.26, | 
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Gods Commandements, and be ſound in Gods preſence, wee ſhal] 
not be aſhamed : but confuſion will cover our faces at the end, if we 
ſatisfic our ſelves with hollow and defeftive goodneflc , for a lame 
ſacrifice will not be acceptable on Gods Altar. 

Now I pray you leteach of us conſider of himſelfe,whether hehe 
ſuch adiſſembler, that bath lictle ſhew of piety, and 1s not pious in. 
deed. We muſt be followers of them that by patience and faith in. 
herite the promiſes, and be ſuch as they that have gone to heaven, if 
our ſelves purpoſe to goeto heaven, And if you be nor ſo, but openly 
ſinfull, or hollowly and diſſemblingly good ; now ſee your milcry, 
you ſhall never be heires with 4braham, Tſaac,and 7acob,it you labour 
not to be like unto them in this perfeRion., And the way to be per. 
ſe, is to ſee our want, and to pray to God to make us ſuch. Wee 
have him tyed by a juſt faithfull promiſe to fill the hungry, and to 
heare them thar call upon him, 
2, He was a Further it is ſaid, that /acob dwelt in Tents, not only meaning that 
| s*ilfull, and | he was a man broughtup to tend cattell, as they did that dwelt in 

oh ogg © | Tents,(whereas Eſas was an huntſman firſt,and a ſouldier after,) but 
chiefly that he did not ſet himſelfe to ſeck great poſſeſhons,and faire 
palaces, and houſes in the world, but ſojourned in the land of Cana. 
a0, as ina ſtrange countrey, dwelling in Tents with his Father //ac, 
as before him Abraham had done: which thing the Apoſtle taketh 
notice of, as a profeſſion of theirbeing Pilgrims and Strangers upon 
earth, and ſecking an enduring City. | 


. 


Sohereare two things obſervable, and imitable in 7aceb; one, that 
he gave himſelf rotend cattell,and was a very $kilfull and able Shep. 
heard, as appeared after, when he undertooke to-tend his Father in 
lawes flocks. nog | 


| 

| Every onc 

wuſt follow 
ſome calling, 
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'much miſery on themſelves, in regard they are in greater difficulty 
of being ſaved than other men, in giving Satan and the fleſh anex- | 
\ceeding great advantage againſt their ſoules : He that hath no cal- | 
liogis 10 danger to bea follower of idle companions,and the trou 
of juch perſons leade not inthe way to heaven, Therefore I call up- 
on all you that are Parents, and all you children that are come to 
yeares of diſcretion, requiring you to be carefull of your childrens 
education, and to traine them up {or ſome due vocation and calling ; 
and you children to be obſequious to your Parents in this behalfe , 
yeelding your ſelves to their direRionsz and this exhortation 1 
would inforce not only upon the poorer ſort, whoſe belly craveth ir 
lofthem, as Solomon ſaith, bur even on the wealthier ſort too, whoſe 
ſoules I am ſure doe as much crave it of them. For there is no man of 
ſogreat birth and blood, bur that there is ſome noble ſtudy or other, 
_ ſome honourable employment, wherein it will be to his honour 
to be skilfull and converſant. Men of place ſhould nor need to be 
ſlaves to Dice, and Vine, and Harlors, and Sports, if they would be 
ſervants to God in ſome worthy vocation or other. 
| But Tacob dwelt in Tents : that 1s, lived as a Pilgrim or ſtranger, | ;. He lived as 
profeſſing himſclfan heire of the Promiſe made to Abraham. Though | 2 Pilgrim re 
webe not all bound to dwell in Tents, and to be Pilgrims in that | :n 1c ofthe 
ſeace, yet we elſe areall bound to have our hearts withdrawne from | promiſe made 
earthly things, and ſer on heaven, rocountthis world and the things | ** 47 
of it no better than a Tent ora Tabernacle, weake, fickle, and uncer- 
taine, and ſo to carry our ſelves towards it, and to be in it, even 4s it 
a ſtrange countrey, not as in an habiration of our owne, in which wee 
tneane to ſertle our ſelves. To behave our ſelves in the world as tran. 
pers, and to the world and things thereof, as to a ſtrange place, 
through which we are travelling to our own country : This is a noble 
thing, a divine, a celeſtiallrhing. A moſt remarkable difference be- 
twixta true & a falſe hearted Chriſtian, becauſe one hath rhe tight, 
and the other contents himſelfe with counterfeit poodnefſſe, Thus 
didour Lord Iefus Chriſt live ; thus Pay{;rhus all the Sainrs;and thus 
arewe commanded to live , evenas Pilgrims and ſtrangers. And it 
ſands in this, that we make no reckoning of earthly rhings in com- 
pariſons of heavenly, and that we deſire earthly things none other | 
Way but in order toheavenly, and uſe catthly things only ſo, as to be 
furtherances to nay hon beeing, anddoe not ſuffer them to ſeale 
way our affe tions from heaven, nor to Hinder our diligent and con- 
ſtant praiſing of all thoſe things that doe diteQly concerne our 
heavenly eſtate. Thus to tainde,nor the things below, but the things 
adove, 1s a ſure proofe of a man truly enlighrnedand ſahQified, and 
made conformabke to the death and Reſurre&ion of our Lotd Ieſus | | 
Chriſt. Ina word, it tands inceſteeming all eatthly things as vanity 
and vexation of ſpitit, and uſing thetn all as furcherances to out ſpi- | 
tituall well. being, otherwiſe making none account of theth at al 
Or | 
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For ſodoth a ſtranger uſe the countrey whercin be travelleth , ang 


' [all the things and perſons that he doth meer withall therein, Noy 


letus make uſe to our ſelves of this great vertue , by blaming oy; 
owne ſelves for being ſo far unlike to Zacob in this matter. How farge 
we are from dwellipg in Tents, and from behaving our ſelves as Pj]. 


.|grims in the world, is it not more than maniteſt > O how mych 


eſteeme doewe makeof worldly things and perſons 2 how ategy 
| hearts ſer upon them > how eagerly doe we follow them 2 how oyer. 
much doe we rejoyce inthem ! Certainly this argueth a greatdeale 
of folly. For to miſtake the worth and prices of things, 1s a ſpecial] 
point of folly; wedoe for the moſt part live like men of the worlg 
that are not acquainted with any things moreexcellent than the yg. 
Aities of this life : We thinke notof our mortality and uncertainty 


] ofcarthly things, wee have our conſolation in carth, rather thag 


heaven, ' 

This worldly mindedneſſe is to be obſerved, confeſſed, lamented, 
refuſed ; we muſt blame our ſelves for it, as for a great fault, and 
muſt oppoſe it with ſerious medirations,of earth, and heaven, and of 
our mortality. 

We muſt earneſtly pray to God todivorce us from the world, and 
to pull our hearts upward, that we may not be glued as it were tothis 
dirtand dung. To ſee this fault,isa figne of ſome true grace; forthe 
world will not ſee it tobe a faulr, that they are over earneſtly bent 
untothe world ; as the Fiſh findes it not troubleſome to live 1nthe' 
waters. 

And now let me call upon you, tobe heavenly minded hereafter, 
couſe this world as though you did not uſe it, to ſet it lower tha 
ſpirituall graces, and than the hope of heavenly things. A childeis 
wedded to his gawdes ſo long as his childiſhneſſe prevaileth, but 
when he hath gotten more mature underſtanding, he rejeteth them, 
and mindes other things; ſomuſt we if we will ſhew our ſelves to 
be perfe& men in underſtanding. Ifa maſter ſets his ſervant to gather 
chips, he doth ir, and ſhould doe it diligently in obedience tohis 
maſter ; but Kill he takes not the chips for excellent things, but 
reckons of them as of chips : ſo for conſcience ſake to God muſt we 
labour in the world, yet ſtill fo, that we account the world as a vaine 
ſhadow, and muſt ſhew that we ſo cſteeme it, by being ſatisfied even 
with a ſmall portion, if God ſee it fit to give us no more ; and by be- 
ing well contented if we have food and raiment;z yea, and patient 
too, if we be put to ſuffer need, and want them, 

And ſo much gow for 7acebs vertues in generall, He was afer- 
fei# man, and aweh in Tents, Now let us conſider them more pat- 
ticularly. 

Firſt, let us ſee his carriage to God. ward, then tro men-ward, both 
himſelfe and others, both thoſe that were neerer to him, andtbole 
that were further from him, 


Firſt, | 


LA — u_ . 
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Firſt then, /cob bad true faith in God, a common grace which is | is ſpecial! 
found in all Gods people,and he ſhewed this faith by many comfort | [T2552 5 


[able and worthy fruits of faith ; v:7, theſe which the Story of the t Nee had 


— 


Bible noteth. Hoy weary 
Firſt, by his deſire toget the birth-right, and tobuy ir of bis bro- | many truirs, 


ther whodeſpiſed it, for, if ic was ateſtimony of prophannefle and | G<2.25.30. 
[unbeliefe in Eſas, toſell and fleight bis birth-right ; then muſt it be I, 

alſo a proofe of holineſle and faith in 72cob, todeſire it and buy it. In- 
[deed they were both young, and ſo 7acsb gets it in a childiſh way, by 

[giving his brother a meſſe of broth on that condition, that he would 
|reſigne up to him all intereſt, right, and ticle unto it that be had, or 
might have : Bur yetin the main matter, 7a:0b beleeved Gods pro- 
miſes for the ſpiriruall benefits annexed to the birth-right, ele he 
would not bave ſought it in that manner. Graces worke in men ac- 
cording to the age and ability of diſcretion that is found in the par- 
|tywhich hath them, | 
— There be certain childiſh and imperfe@ expreſſions of grace mix. 
«das it were with the weakneſſe of head that is inchildren; yer be 
theſe true proofes of grace, and ſuch as the Lord accepts for the ſub- 
ſtance of chem ; though the weakneſſes mixed with them deſerve no 
acceptation ; and for the love of tke good, he paſſeth by thoſe weak- 
neſſes, Sure had not Tacob beleeved the promiſes of God concerning 
the land of Canaan, and the reſt, hewould never bave tooke any care 
of the birth-right ; bur'in thathe doth long for ir,and in ſuch a faſhi- 
on as a young man could doe, contracts for it with his brother, it ar- 
ones his faith, which cauſed him ſo to eſteeme of it. Indeed it was 
|not that bargaine betwixtthem that made it bis, but Gods promiſe 
|before made tohis mother, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger + but this 
affeRing of it ſhewed that he had been taught by his mother this his 
intereſt ; and that he was poſſeſſed with an carneſt deſire of getting 
lit, which is the firſt fruit of his faith. 

Secondly, he deſired alſo, and highly eſteemed the bleſſing, as is 
ſeen in his condeſcending to his mothers metion of getting it, ac- 
cording to her advice. Here alſoweaknefle diſcovered it ſelfe , but 
the defireof attaining the bleſſing, ſhewed ir ſelfe in this weak- 
nefle, and the fruit of faith is to be allewed , though the corruption 
joyned with it be blame-wortby. 

Indeed, Eſas alſo had adefire of the bleſſing, as appeareth by his 
earneſt entreaty, and reares to his Father , bur Zacobs defires looked 
moreto ſpirituall things, Eſavs to earthly : So, the ones was a fruit 
of faith in Gods promiſes, the other a fruit of meere naturall love to 
ones ſelfe, by which every man would faine attaine that which hee 
thinkes would prove beneficiall. 

Athird note and fruit of 1cobs faith , was his gratefull accepting 3; 
of Gods promiſes, when be appeared tohim in a dreame, as bee was | Gen.38.r6. 
going on his way; for he preſently tooke notice that Gods was | 


DT: there, | 


—_ —— 


—. 


| : 
2, 


| Gen. The Example of Cux p. 26, 


there, and beganto be reverently affe ed towards God,and was care. 
full ro ere the ſtone for a Pillar, and to poure oyle upon ir, which | 
was nothing elſe but a thankfull expreſſion of his faith in Gods pro. 
miſes, whichalſocauſed him to make the Vow following unto Ga;| 
as you have it, Gen. 28. 10. tothecnd. A thankfall and comfortable | 
receiving of Gods promiſes, being cheared with them,as with thingy| | 
moſt certaine, provetk faith to the promiſe maker, and tothe promi. 
ſes; ſhewing thata man is perſwaded they ſhall be performed with. 
out faile. | 
+ Further, /«cob ſhewed his faith in making choice of his wayc;, 
when Zaban would have him tocontinue looking to his ſheepe after 

the fourteene yeares of ſervicewere paſt for his twodaughters, for he 
deſired to have the ſpotted, ſpeckled, and browne cattell that ſhould 
fall afrer, for his wages : Shewing that he looked to God, whoſe hand 
alone could diſpoſe of this ſo abſtruſe and hidden a thing inthe 
courſe of nature, Hee was willing to ſtand to Gods kindneſſeand| 
love, rather than to any certain/agreement with Laban; which hee 
would not have done, had he not beleeved Gods promiſes to bleſſe| 
him and to encreaſe him, as was told him-in his dreame fore 
mentioned. And therefore he tels his wives, that the Angell came 
| to him ina dreame, and bad him looke on the Rammes leaping, the 
Ewes /hich broughtforth the Lambes ſpotted and grizled, and (oir 
was of God that be uſed the meanes of laying:pilled ſticks in the 
troughes, at the time when the ſtronger catrell went to rhe Males. 

Let any man make triall of the ſame courſe: now, and he ſhall nor 
| finde the ſame ſucceſſe. Such a fight before the ingendring cartel! 
will hardly cauſe the yong tobe ſpotted , but that he did in faith, «s 
having been I gueſle, guided to it by the Apgel,which bid him look 
and ſee the cattell bringing forth Lambes and Goats of that colour, 
And here isa good proofe, whena man can reſt himſclfe upon God 
for his wages, and for his meanes even in this world; and not upon his 
 ownewiſdome, or any ſuch like outward thing. A man would have 
thought this a very uncertaine match, but aceb ſtaying on Godspro- 
miſe, was defirous of this way rather than any other to receive his 
reward by it. | 

Laſtly, he ſhewed his faith in bleſſing the two ſons of 7oſeph, yea, 
and all his owne, as a ſenfibledeclaration to his children that he did 
not make any doubt of their-poſſefſing that Land , according to 
haves covenant with 46brabews , and promiſe to himſelfe often rec- 
newed. | 

Now brethren, I pray you let us labour to give credit unto that 
which God ſpeaks tous, and reſt upon his geodneſſe for the gracious 
performance of his faithfull promiſes, which is the roote of all 
graces, and will cauſe usto live holily, if we onceget it confirmed 
and ſtrengthened in-our hearts ; and letus labour to ſhew our faith 


| dy the ſame fruits that areto be ſecn in 7acob, as was before _ 
er 
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| Letushighly eſtceme thole ſ1gnes of his goodnefle, and meanes 
of attaining bis ſpirituall benefits, as 7acob did of his birth-right. 
|Letus make grear account of his bleſſing , eſpecially ſpirituall ble(- 
fogs in chings concerning our ſalvatian, whereof the Land of pro- 
miſe was a figure. Letus receive his promiſes with reverend joyful. 
neſſe and chankfulnefle : Ler us traſt upon him for our reward of 
any faithfull ſervice, in any kinde that we performe, labouring ro bee 

rſ{waded that he will fee us required abundantly, if men ſhould 
neglect us. 

A good man muſt truſt ro Gods bleſſing on his labours, inthings 
thar depend upon his gracious providence, and the diſpoſition of 
tiogs by it, rather than to any other courſe wherein his wir ma 
ſeeme to make matters more certaine. Let us ſhew our faith by 
nuſting alſoon God to bleſſe our children, and by leaving proofes 
even at our dying, that we be mindfullof heaven, and that we make | 
nodoubt bur God will performe his promiſes. If our faith ſhew ir 
ſeife by theſe good effeQs, it is true, and wee muſt more and. more 
ſeeour weaknefle in faith, by the contrary effes, and more and more | 
labour to prove the truth and ſtrength of it roo, by its more and more 
croducing thoſe and the like etf-&s, | 

Lacob alſo ſhewed his faith by running to God when Bſas came 6. 
zpainſt him, and by praying to God to give his ſonnes favour in the 
fghr of the man, and by offering to Gad when bis ſons ſent for him: | 
for tohave recourſe to God (till in our needs, and make his name our | 
refuge, is an excellent proofe of our faith in his promiſes, 

Now ſecondly, Jacob was a religious and devour man, that | 2 He wasre- 
nzs carefull ro ferve the true God, in the true exerciſes of reli- | '5*** 
zion, as appeared in the particular dutics of religion which hee per. 

ed, . 

Firſt, he was prayerfull, and ready tocall upon Gods name on all 
occaſions ; when his brorher Eſas met him, hee preſently framed 
bimſelfe to call upon the name of God, as you have it, Ger. 32, 9. 
Where is alſo an excellent forme of prayer ; for firſt, he layes downe 
the grounds of his boldnefſe rocome to God'in prayer, ſaying, God 
jm) Father, that is, thou art my God in Covenant with me, there. } 
ore ſeeke I helpe of thee, and T how ſaidſt unto meyreturue, Is if hee 
ſhould ſay, I have thy word of Commandement and promiſe guid- 
lng me tothis journey, therefore I ſeeke to thee, | 

And ſecondly, hee bumbleth and abaſeth himſelfe before God, 
«unworthy any benefit , ſaying, 7 am lefſerhan the leaf, cc. Then 
temakes his requeſt, Deliver me 1 pray thee, &c. and confirmes it 
dy the greatneſſe of the danger, and his inability to ſave himſelfe, 
procuring great feare, Whom I feare, &c. and next, from the pro- 
miſemadeuntohim , Thos ſaidſt. f 

Loe here, a ſweet patterne for our prayers to God whenwe feare 
p any crofle, | 

& ;* Ee ; Firſt, 
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Firſt, remember the Covenant and promiſe of God , and ye. 
clarc the miſery, then humble our ſelves in acknowledgement of 
our unworthineſſe, So make our ſuits boldly, and make our moang 
to God of our dangers, and feares, and helpleſneſſe; and apaing 
urge him with his promiſes. Had not Zaceb been accuſtomed tg 
pray,bce could not have ſollicited the Lord afrer this manner,in thi 
extremity. 

Againe, intheend of the ſame Chapter, when Chriſt appeq 

unto him in an humane likeneſſe, ver.24. He wraſtled with him a] 
night for a bleſſing, and would nar give over till he had a promiſe 
from him; though be went limping away, the Angel giving himſ, 
a cruſh on the hollow of his thigh in wraſtling, as made bim dray hig 
legs after him, by the diſlocation, or dif-joynting of his hip bone, 
it may ſeeme it was through the ſhrinking of the ſfinew which hay 
thar bone in the ſocket. 

Ab, it is an excellent thing, as it were to wraſftle with God 
and though hee feeme angry with us, and.ready to lame us 
maime us, as yet ſtill tominde our ſelves of hispromiſes, and con. 
tinue fervent and conſtant in prayers, till at laſt hee pleaſe to anſwer 
us and make us know that wee ſhall prevaile with him. If acob had 
not been adevout man,well skilled incalling upon Gods name, hee 
could never have maintained in his heart ſuch an invincible reſo. 
lution as this, /will not let thee goe till thow bleſſe me, even then, when 
 inflead of bleſſing he had ſuch a wrench as might ſeeme rather to 
reſtifie anger againſt bis importunity , then any minde to yeeld 
unto it, 

Again,when he was to ſend Benjamin unto Agypt,Ge.q3. 14. He 
followed him with his prayers,ſaying, God Almighty grant you favour 
before the Man, that he may ſend away your brother, and Benjamin, You 
muſt not thinke that hee contented himſelfe with ehis ſhort cjacu- 
lation, buthe made his requeſt ro God for this great thing inmore 
words and oftner, 


So you ſee lacob was a prayerfull man ; this is one part of religt- 
ouſneſle. 

O that wee could bee prayerfull > O that wee could alſo mike 
| Gods name our refuge at all times 2 which they that doe not, can 
 bardly rake any true comfort in their eſtate, nor account themſelves 
true Iſraclites z and thoſethat doe, ſhew themſelves to bee guided 
with the ſame Spirit that 1ſ-ae/ : Eſpecially let us learne to wraſtle 
with God, reſolving tocontinue earneſt and importunate , andto 
take no nay in begging for the performance of his promiſes , and for 
bis bleſſing , though we ſeeme togaine nothing, but char the Lord 
carries a ſhew of being angry with us, at length wee ſhall prevaile 
if wee continue fervent, and refuſe to give over, as our Lord alſo 
reachethb by his Parables inthe Gofpell, ofa childe, a friend, and the 
poore Widdow towards the unjuſt Iudge. 


Again, 
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, Againe, you ſhall ſee [acob vowing a vow to God, Chap. 28. 20, | 1acob rowed a 
21, verſes, the ſumme of which is this, that if God would provide | '* *2 99%. 
him ncceflaries, and preſcrve. him ſafely in his returne home to bis 
Fathers, he would 1, make God his God, by adhering to him, and 
worſhipping him alone, and not imbracing any falſe God, whereof 
the world was every where full in thoſe dayes, 
' Secondly , That the Pillar (hould bee Gods houſe; thar is, a 
place of publike worſhipping God , where hee would openly and 
ſolemnly ſerve him, with prayers, ſacrifices, and all fit ſervices. | 

And laſtly, that he would give his tenth to God, of all thar God 
ſhould give him. Loe, you muſt learne the uſe of a vow, which is 
required in the Pſalme, Yow and pay to the Lord, | 

A vow isa binding ones ſelfe inan oath to God, to doe ſome law- | Whata row is | 
fullthingwhich is in his power, that he may the better attaine to 
his ſuits. And the uſe of ir is, in aflitions to confirme our faith for 
the attaining of Gods help, or in proſperity to teſtifie our thank ful. 
nefſe fora benefir. Let us be cautelous what we vow, and let us as 
need and occaſion ſhall offer, make vowes to God, eſpecially the uſe 
ofa vow may be to tie Our ſelves from things otherwiſe lawfull, that 
bave been occaſions of (ins tous; or to quicken us to ſuch good du: | 
ties as we finde our ſelves moſt flack in : only take heed of vowin 
ra(bly, and vowing perpetually any thing, but what we be bound un- 
to by duty: for it is not unfic to binde our ſelves toneedfull and com- 
manded things by a vow, as here Zacob voweth that God fhall bee ; 
his God. 

I ſay therefore, uſe vowes as juſt occaſion ſhall ſerve, but nor 
baſtily,. nor in paſſion, for ſuch vowes likely prove miſchievous, 
And eſpecially be carefull to doe the things vowed, that is, to make 
God your God, ſticking cloſe to him, and abhorring all forreine 
gods. And ſeeing now the danger is not fo great, a running after 
beatheniſh falſe gods, beware of going after thoſe heart: Idols, plea- | 
ſure, profir, credit, caſe. Make not the belly your God, by loving 
riches, wealth, good fare, &c..more than God, and caring for theſe 
things more than for the favour and honour of God. | 

Theſe bee the moft dangerous Idols of our times, many a man 
that abhorres to worſhip an Image , a Saint, an Angel, doth 
yet worſhip Mammon, and make the world his God ; rake 
beed of this Idolatry, labour to know, love, feare, truſt in, obey 
God, to remember him, to chooſe him, &c. to give him that 
whole, and inward ſpirituall, moſt needfull , moſt acceptable 
via of the heart, which ſhall not ceaſe robe worſhip even 1n 

caven, | 

The other Commandements continue in force during this life, 
|of praying, reading, hearing, Sacraments, no uſe in heaven of 

oath, vowes, and ſuch a manner of ſanRifying Gods name as 
now, in heaven there is no uſe. Son thereſt : 
"*- Ee 2 _.- 
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| But to know, love, ſeare, delight in, obey, there is alwayes uſe, ang 
make God your God in this manner, | 

Againe, prepare God an houſe, let him havea place of publique 
ſerviceand worſhip, That you have provided to your hands: I neeg 
but requeſt to keep it in handſome and decent faſhion, to maintaine 
it comelily as beſcemeth Gods houſe, not as if it were a barne or 
ſome out- houſe, o 

Former times you ſee built goodly and faire houſes for God : wil 
not you kcep them fairely, 8 ſo, that they ſhall be ſweet, and dry,and 
fightly, not in ſuch plight that would bring the impuratioa of baſe. 
neſſe npon your ſelves, ifany of your houſes ſhould lie ſo? Canyon 
be at coſt to adorne and furniſh your owne houſes, and not Gods } 
Foraſſure your ſelves, theſe places ſeparated for religious mceringy 
be Gods houſes ſacred tohim, dedicated, aſſigned, given t9 him,hee 
hath intereſt intothem. If an Idols-Temple be an Idols-Temple, 
that is, ſuch an houſe as an [doll hath intereſt in, and is ſacred witha 
falſe and unholy kinde of ſacrednefle, ſure then a Church to God 
is Gods Church, and fucka thing as he is intereſſed into, and is (a 
cred with a true and reall ſacrednefſe : Mine houſe ſhall be called ay 
honſe of prayer to all nations. Loe,an houſe of prayer, that 1s, of pub. 
lique worſhip (a part for the whole) and this houſe Gods houſe, and 
that among all Nations, Would you wiſh a clearer proofe for the 
warrant of Churches and their ſacrednefſe > but what availes itto 
keepa Church handſome if you frequent itnot 2 O therefore come 
to.Gods houſe, frequent the publique worſhip there performed, 
The meaneſt ſervice done amongſt us,if it be but reading of a Chap. 
ter,is more noble (becauſe not ſo typicall) than the killing of a 
beaſt : Come therefore to Gods houſe conſtantly; fare 1acob did 
| not meanethathe would ſet apart a place for publique worſhip and 
not come neare it, but thathis care ſhould be there to worſhip God, 

O that you would all come frequently to Gods houſe for conſci- 
ence andlove > Artleaſt, O that the Officers would compell them 
by feare, whom goodnefle cannor bring > that ſo they may bee in 
good way of being bettered by Gods Ordinances. 

But Tacob vowes to give the tenth of all that God ſhould give 
him, to God , even to the maintaining his publike worſhip in 
that place, for Gods worſhip will bee coſtly. Himſelfe per- 
ſonally can receive nothing , but by giving it to his worſhip, 
and the places, and things, and perſons thatbelong to his worſbip, 
it is given tobim, If there be any amongſt you, that thinkes exam- 
ples of holy writ to binde him , as ir ſeemes ſome doe in other 
things, where the matter is ſuch as will putthem to no great coſt, 
ler them aske their conſciences, Why ſhould nor this example 
binde them as well as any other example > That ir ſhould bee 
atypicall, ceremoniall, and remporall ordinance, to give God tithe 
of all wee have ; I could never yet heare any reaſon of any __ 

| | ome] 
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Some doe ſtraine their wits to finde our a kinde of ſhadow in it, and 
cell what it may ſignifie ; bur the Scripture, for ought I know, doth 
not giveany notice Of any ſuch thing. You ſee it was the uſe afore 
the Leviticall prieſthood, and theretore it is nota thing depending 
upon che Leviticall priefthood : Nay, the Apoſtle makes mention 


of itas athing dve to the eternall prieſthood of XMelchiſedek, There: | 


fore why ſhould any man thinke his conſcience bound by any other 
Example, and not by this 2 But tome it ſeemes plaine, that Abra- 
hamand Iacob would never have obſerved this portion in meaſuring 
outtheſe paiments to God, if they had not conceived it a perpetual! 
and a naturall duty, It is ſurely a morall precept to honour God 
with our goods, and by bringing preſents to him. Seeing theſe holy 
menthought it fit to grant God fo liberall a portion, why ſhould 
wenotthinke him worthy as much > Bur if you cannot bring your 
ſelves to thinke that ſo much is due to God, yet I hope youwil! 
make your ſelves beleeve, that ſurely ſomerthiog muſt bee due to 
God, and .that in aliberall quantity. For God is worthy to bee ho- 

noured with our goods, I trow,as much now.-as ever : and doe we ho- 
nour him if we bring him no preſent, no gift > will you therefore be 
ſomewhat liberall ro God > will you binde your ſelves by vow > or 
without vow freely dedicate ſome good part of your ſubſtance eo 
God, and as God blefleth you, lay ſtill afide ſomething (if you di- 

ſtruſt God ſo much, as you thinke he will not reward ſuch a quantity 
asthe Tenth, why then wich a ninth, or aneighth, or a ſeventh, or a 
fifth, with ſomething I ſay, that ſhall Chew, you are deſirous toobey 
every Commandementr, and fo to prove your ſelves fincere to God. 

Surely romarke how God proſpersa mans labour , and then to bee 
conſtant in laying aſide a good portion for:God , this ſhall be none 
of mine, it ſhall be Gods, ready at hand for pious uſes, to keep up, 
and beautifie Gods houſe, to further Gods worſhip any way, and to 
relieve rhe poore members of Chriſt, would make you ſorich in 
good workes, and ſo increaſe your liberality by exerciſe, as would 

undoubtedly pull a rich bleſſing upon you, and cauſe you to have in- 

tereſt into the bleſſing of having your prayers torunne over with in- 

creaſe, 

Shew your ſelves liberall ro God, and be good 7acobs; elſehe that 
i84niggard to God, and will honour him indeed with his lips, not 
with his goods, gives others reaſon tothinke, though himſelfe be ſo 
ſullor ſelf-love, that hewill nor think ſoof himſelfe that he honours 
lim only with his lips, 

Ifany ſay, his ſtate is ſo poore that he cannor. I anſwer. 

God hath propounded this as a meanes to get riches ; and the 
poore man hath no reaſon to thinke thar Gods meanes will bee una- 
vaileable., | 

But a poore necefſitous man that is faine to liveof the bounty 
much what of others, muſt not be a rule for thoſe that have better 


; 


| 


| 
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eſtates, Lam verily perſwaded, thatone great cauſe of many a Chjj. 
{tian mans poverty,isthis z he honours not God with his riches, ang 

why ſhould;/God make' him rich > If we fee a man not to honoy 
God with his wit and ſtrength, and then God deprive him of wit ang 
ſtrength 5 Doe we not readily impure this crofle tothe deſert of that 
ſin? and why areWe not induced to conclude, God doth not proſpe; 
this man in his eſtate, becauſe he did not honour God with his eſtate 
And ſomuch for 7acobs devotion in vowing, and the things vowed, 
4 Hewor- | Now he worſhipped God alſo by ſacrifice , and performed hig 
ſhipped God | yow to God at laſt, Gen. 35. 3. will make an Altar nnto God at Be. 
= ih prog thel, who anſwered me in the day of my diſtreſſe, and was with mein the wy 
formed his | which Iwent z. by which itis to be thought, that Zacob prayed in hi; 
vena og journey, when he was benighted in the way, and that dreatne wzs 
io. | Gods anſwer to his prayer : and ver.7. He builded an Altar, and calle] 
it EL Bethel, Now this Altar was not without ſacrifices, and a pub. 
like profeſionof Gods whole worſhip : He made God a houſe, ang 
began there to ſettle the publike worſhip of God according to hiz 
vow, Indeed it wasa weakneſſe in him to ſtay ſolong, till God way 
faine to put him in minde, both by a fore crofle, and by a Viſion of 
going tO Bethel for this end z but he was religious, and kept his YVoy 
' [atlait. O letus keep our vowes, let us offer ſpirituall facrifices of 
prayers, praiſes, contrite hearts, our owne ſelves, almeſdeeds, andſ 
ſhew our ſelves right Iſraclites, or Iacobites. 


$. He rooke Laſtly, his devotionſhewes it ſelfe in his religious taking of an 


an oath reli- 


| 


Lo oath himſelfe to Laban, and miniſtring it to his ſon 7oeph, as youſee 
rt Gen. 31.53, Heſware by the feare of Iſaas, he was carefull ro keephim 
to the true:God,and ſweating by bim, and that ſeriouſly, and on a 
juſt occaſion, not lightly and vainly; and Ger. 47.29. He didmoſt 
religiouſly miniſter an oath to ſiph, to bury bim in the Land of 


Canaan, (a typeof heaven,) as 4braham had done to his ſervant be- 
fore, making him pur his hand under his thigh, of which I cannot 
give you acertaine and infallible reaſon, wherher the geſture were to 
ſhew ſubje&ion to him to whom he ſwore,or reſpet tothe promiſed 
ſced that wasto come out of thoſe loynes : I cannot aſſure you, but 
I pray you learne to reverence an oath by this Example, and to 
uſe it upon dueand weighty occaſions, and in a due and reverend 
manner. 

We lay our hands often on the booke,and it is our accuſtomed fo- 
lemnity, and a very fit one z by which you may ſee thar it is no fault 
or {in touſe ſome ſolemnities in Gods worſhip, not commanded, nor 
ſo much asexemplified; foran oath is Gods worſhip, and no man 
yetqueſtioned the law fulneſle of that ſolemniry, in taking an oath, 
| I ſay we lay our hands often on the book with little conſideration of 
that God by whoſe name we ſweare. Bur the not fearing of an oath 15 
alleadged as part of the deſcription of an ungodly man ; ſee there: 
tore that you take heed of profane ſwearing. - 


— 
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" Hewasalſocarefullto givethankes to God for benefits received, 
to praiſe him, and continue the remembrance ofhis goodneſſe, that 
had ſo favoured him in the place where he appeared to him: He ſet up 
the ſtone for a Pillar, andpoured oyle upon it, (which was nothing elſe but 
a ſolemne thankſgiving) and after,when God appeared to him again 
at Bethel, He ſet np a Pillar, and poured oyle upon it, This was to perpetu. 
are the remembrance of the thing, at leaſt to bring it ro his owne 
mindeand his childrens, which were after to inheritethe Land; and 
ro ſhew his thankfull minde ro God, in offering that oyle, and that 
wine in teſtimony of his joytull acknowledgement of Gods good. 
neflerohim. 

| Theſekinde of ceremonies we have not cauſe to uſe, but a careful 
tirting up of Gods benefits in our mindes, and thankfull ackriow- 
ledgetnent of his goodneſſe we muſt ever performe, So he called the 
place Pericl, where God appeared to him in his wraſtling, and Ma 
havaim, when the Hoſt of God appearcd to bim ; andthe like. All 
theſe chings were. proofes of a minde deſirous to bee perpetually 
mindfull of Gods benefits, that by them be might be Rirred up to a 
morecarefull obedience of his Commandements. 

Laſtly, Zacob was obedient to God, ready tobe ruled by him in the 
courſe of his life, as appeareth in two things principally, vis. his re- 
turne from Padax Aram to Canaan, for ſoſoone as God appeared un. 
tohim, commanding his returne, by and by he returned, and when 
loſephhis ſon had ſent for him, hewould nor leave the Land of Cana- 
an, untill he had conſulted with God, and been warned by him ina 
dreame to goe up, and then went he up : Indeed 7acobs whole life 
was 4 patterne of dutifull obedience unto God. 


Let uis learne by his example to give our ſelves obediently unto 
God inall things, and ro beruled by him in every thing, after thedi- 


Dreames in which God appeared unto bim, 
*And ſo much for 7cobs vertues in reſpe& of God, Now in reſpe& 

of himſclfe. E 

. Hewas an humble man,as appeareth in his prayer to God before, 
when be confeſſerh, that he is Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies: mean= 
ing, that be is unworthy the ſmalleſt of them, and bad nor deſerved 
even the meaneſt. 
Itis a worthy grace to ſee: ones owne unworthineſle of any good 
thing, and to be ſo meane in his owne conceit, that hee challengerh 
nothing of deſert. | 
_- Humiliry.is inthe Angels and blefſed Spirits; when they pre- 
ſent themſelves before God, they fall downe before him,and account 
themſelves unworthy his benefirs : for that which hath its originall 
from nothing, meercly by the pleaſure of another, cannot but bee 
baſe and contemprtible in compariſon of that from whence it cam ; 
and fo ſtands the caſe betwixt God and allcreatures : Wherefore, 
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retions of the holy VWord, as Zacob was in theſe particulars, by the 
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ceive a better expreſſion, Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies, This hy. 
mility will make one thankfull for mercies, and carefull to uſe them 
well, and able meekly to part with them, and fo fit toenjoy them, 
This humility pleaſeth God exceedingly, becauſe irfitteth the crea. 
ture for that end, to which God did principally looke 'in creatin 
him, even toglorific his Creatour. See that you get ir, and increaf; 
it continually ; barbour lowly thoughts of your ſelves, goe to God 
for good things, but goe, flying alone to the throne of grace and 
metcy, not at all truſting in your ſelves, or in any thing that is in 
your ſelves. The more one can diſavow his owne worth, and till 
build his prayers, and hopes on Gods metrcies, the more pleaſing to 
God are both himſclfe and his ſervices, . | 
Secondly, Iacob was a man contented with a little, a ſmall portion 
of outward things would ſatisfic him: therefore when he yowesto 
God, he doth not aske great matters, but Breadto cate, and rament to 
pat on, This contentedneſle of minde is a worthy and rare grace, it 
ariſeth partly from humility, partly from a right underſtanding of 
the nature of theſe carthly things, and an holy advancement of ſpirit| 
in thedeſire of heavenly things, and it helps much to that right tran- 
quility of minde, in which the greateſt of mans happineſle doth 
conſiſt, and ſtrengthens the ſoule againſt all unjuſt and ſinfull meaney 
of getting riches, and diſpaſeth a man to liberality and mercy to 
others ; tocate tothecontentation of his ſoule, is better than to fare 
excceding daintily and plentifully without contentation. To have 
enough, and know when one hath enough, is better than all abun- 
dance that can be attained. Blame your ſelves, that a littlewill not 
give you content, but you are ſtill greedy of more, though you hae 
already food and raiment in abundance, 

Follow S. Paxls precepr, and 1acobs example ; you muſt take paits 
often with you ſelves, to ſettle your hearts in this contencation, elle 
itwill not be gotten, for mans corrupt nature makes bim unſatiable. 
But he that can place his whole happineſſe in God, will ſoone bee 
able to ſtay his defires in a few other things , even in food and rai- 
ment, 

Further, 74c0b was a prudent, diſcreet man, and knew how to carry. 
himſelfe ficly for the avoiding of danger, as may be. ſcene in his be- 
haviour towards his brother Zſas, when he came againſt him full of 
wrath and fury, to revenge himſelfe for his ſuppoſed wrong, in get- 
ting from him his birth-right, and hisbleſſing. 

For firſt, he divided his family intotwo parts, ſaying, 1f Eſau come 
and ſmite the one company, theother ſhall eſcape. 

Secondly, He prayed earneftly to God to ſave him from the hands 
of his brother, whom he greatly feared, 


Thirdly, 
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they ought tobe poſſeſſed with the ſence of this diſtance betwixe 
| God and them, ſoasto eſteeme themſelves nothing in compariſon 
of him, and as /acob here exprefieth it, than which, wee cannot cog. 
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followed the droves, ſaying, will parofe bimwith a zift that poeth be. 


me, and then having wraſtled with God, Chap. 32. he ſaw his bro- 
ther comming, and divided his childrento Leah and Rachel, and the 
young maidens, and ſetting the hand maides firſt, then Leah, then 
Rachel, hiraſelt went before them, and fell on theground ſeven times, 
and did obeiſance, and ſocauſed the handmaids and his wives to do 
the like, and ſo by his ſabmiſſive carriage he pacified his brothers 
anger, and God working with his prudence, ſound him exceeding 
kinde and loving : and when he would have gone before him, excu- 
ſeth himſelfe by the pace of the young Infants and catrell, he avoid- 
ed his company, and by preſſing cauſed him to receive the gift, and 
invery modeſt manner refuſed the traine which his brother left with 
bim,and eſcaped his hands. So he proved that tobe true, which after 
Solomon told, T hat a gift inthe bsſome pacificth great wrath, Prov.2 1.14, 
Andagift is as a precious ſtone in the eyes of bimthat hath it, and it proſper. 
ah whether ſocver it gocth, Eccleſ. 10.4. Teelding pacifieth great yan 


ry. Let us learne of /acob,by liberality and ſubmiſſiveneſſe to appeaſe 
the fury ofunreaſonable men ; We muſt not yeeld fo far as to fin, 
buttoyeeld inall meck and lowly geſtures even to worthy men, is 
nota fin but a vertue. So likewiſe Bribery is naught, that is, to ſeck 
torurne a Governour from juſticeby gifts,and hire him ro dowrong, 
but by gifts to pacifie an argry man, and hire him to forbeare ſin- 
ning, that is a lawfull uſe of gifts, and topraQiſe liberality in ſodue 


that were inraged, isa very good thing. 
+ Seaſonable ſtooping,and ſeaſonable bounty be fruits of prudence, 
and by ſuch meanes to ſave our ſelves from danger, is a part of wil. 
dome and diſcretion. The like prudence 7acob praRiled towards the 
Egyptian Lord whom he thoughtto be offended, not knowing that 
it was his ſon Zoſeph, for when they were tohave Benjamin in before 
bim;he wiſhed them to take a preſent with them, and double money 
intheir hands, thatthey mighr prevent all occaſion of diſtaſte, inre- 
ſpe& of the money that was in his ſackes mouth, Ger. 43.11, 12. 
We muſt pray to God togive us the like wiſe diſcretion, thatwe 
may carefully uſe all fir meanes to afſwage wrath, and ſo by Gods 
blefſing upon our diſcreet care, may free our ſelves from evill. But 
ltubbornneſſe, and niggardlineſſe, and a kinde of ſowre ſtanding up- 


teſalution, is yet indeed a fruitoffolly and ſelf-conceir, 


* Thirdly, be preſenteth him with a large preſeor,and ſer a ſpace be- 
ewixt drove and drove, commanding them to anſwer his brother with 
all ſubmiſnefle ; ſaying when they ſhould be asked, Whoſe aretheſe 
before thee ? They be thy brother Iacobs, Itisa preſent ſent to my Lord 
Eſau,and he 1s behinde us : and fo the ſecond and the third,and all that 


fore me, and afterwards, 7 will ſee his face, peradventure he will accept of 


Thus 7acobcarried himſelfe prudently, and eſcaped his brothers fu. 


a ſeaſon, to redeeme the life by the goods, and to make them quier 


on our rightor innocency, that it may carry a ſhew of courage atid| 


Further, | 
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4. Hee was Further, 7acob was a paintull and induſtrious perſon, for when he: 
painfulland | came to Padar Aram, and met with the ry a grows and with Rache/ 
induſtr®us- | comming with her Fathers flocks, be adviſed them concerning the 
ordering of their cattell, and himſelfe rouled away the ſtone trom 
the Wells mouth, and watred Rachels ſheepe. Chap. 29. 8, 9, to, 
and afterwards, he abode in Zabans houſe for a moneth, hee did not 
live idly there, but behaved himſelfe fo painfully and ſerviceably, 
that Laban himſe]lfe made him offer of wages, ſaying, Thou ſhalt nyt 
ſerwe me for nought: (othat Laban found him a paintul and ſerviceable 
man, which made him willing to entertaine him, Burt eſpecially 
when he had undertaken the care of his Father -in Lawes ſheepe, 4: 
ſerved him with all bis might, as he tels his twowives, Chap. 31, 6, 
Which alſohealleadgerth to Labans ſelfe, In the day the drought conſe. 
med me, andthe froft by night, and ſlerp departed from mine eyes, Chap, z1, 
40. Youſee, that he was not idle, carelefſſe, and ſluggiſh, bur very 
diligent and laborious, ; | 
Dilieence and | Herein we muſt imitate him, every man in his place, The diligent 
paiofulncſe is | hand maketh rich, ſaith Solomon, And he that tilleth his ground, ſhall beſa- 
commendablcs | 2;, F:with bread, andthe good man ſhall eate thelabour of his hands,But on 
the other part, {lothfulneſſe, idleneſle, loytering,are diſgraced in the 
booke of God, and miſery and want is threatned as a puniſhment 
againſt them, They ſbal be clothed with rags, and ſhall have want enough: 
and The way ef the ſlothfull i like athornie hedge , fill full of pricking 
oriefes and crofles. 
W herefore now betake your ſelves toall painfulneſſe in your Vo. 
cations, and be not weary of wel-doing ; This dilgence hath the 
promiſe ofa bleſſing, and ſhall have the performance. Ir helpeths. 
gainft vices, by name, againſt pride, and maketh the ſoule humble, 
only ſo, that inordinateneſle and exceſſe through love of outward 
chings doe not corrupt and putrifie ir, How diligent alſo was Saint 
Paul in his calling > and how are the ſervants commended fordili- 
gent imployment in their Talents > and the good houſewife forher 
labours, and contrarily, the ſlothfull ſervant is rated and puniſhed 
by loſing his Talent, and being caſt into utter darkneſle, 
-——_ Laſtly, [acob wasalſo juſt in his dealings with all, for when Laban 
uſt in his purſued him, as ifhe had been a theefe, he bids bim ſearch among all 
— with | his geods, if hecould find any thing there that was his,and when n0- 
thing was found there unjuſtly gotren, he is bold to chide with Z«- 
ban for purſuing him in that violent manner, Gey. 31. 37, and6| 
when the money was returned badk in his ſons ſacks mouthes, be not 
knowing how it came thither, wiſheth them to returne itback, ſi 
it might be anoverfight. Loe, he would not make advantage ofan 
overſight, but that which was anothers or might be, he was careful! 
ro returne unto the right owner, and that though ir might ſeem 10 
ſhew an eaſie matter to keep it, Letus learne righreouſneſſe of h1m, 
rake not aby other mans goody, keep not that which is not your " 
ut|. 
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bur give every one his owne , and take to your ſelves that and only 
chat which is your owne, the contrary whereto is theft before God, 
thovgh'we can canceale it from men. 

The Law of nature commandeth us To doe 4s we would be done unto, 
and every mans heart within tels him, that he expeRts all juſt dealin 
from other men, and therefore cannot bur finde faulewith rhoſe that 
ſhall uſe any uprigbreouſnefſe towards him. Let us not negle the 
plaine direQions of naturall light, and though a man may ſuppoſe 
that the Bread of atceit and other unjuſtice & ſweete, yer Solomon ſaith, 
It ſhall prove bat gravel in the mouth, a thing troubleſome and unſa. 
youry. Yea Solomon ſaith, The riches gottes by lying, are but vainly toſ 
ſedto and fro of them that ſetk death , and that, The decetfull man ſhall 
vet roaſt what he tooke in bunting : and that, _4n inheritance may be ha- 
flily mou at the beginning, but the latter end thereof ſhall xot be bleſſed, 

or he that getteth goods, and not by right, ſhall leave them inthe midſt of 
his daies, and in bu eud ſbell prove « foote, Wherefore, that we may at- 
raine the blefting of God upon our eſtates, let us put away all kindes 
of unrizhreouſneſle ; eſpecially rake we heed thar we doenot rake 
our advantage upon other mens overſights or imperteRions, by miſ. 
reckonings, falſe meaſures, or any kinde ofencroaching. If one leave 
inanothers hand any thing and forget, let nor his forgetfulneſſe 
cauſe him to take it as hisowne. If one lend us, and take no witnefſe 
ar ſecurity, lee not bis inability to prove the debt make us bold ro 
detaine it, Let not the love af riches and immoderate defire of gain 
ſoblinde our eyes, as to make us unable ro perceive the unequalneſſe 


and ſinfulnefſſe of our courſe, nor yet fo harden our hearts and dull 


our conſciences, that we ſhould be emboldened againſt our know- 
ledge to enrich our ſelves by ſuch devices. 
o much for 7acobs vertues reſpeCing bimſelfe. 

Now ſee his carriage towards others : 

Firſt, thoſe that were neare to him z Then ſtrangers. 

And firſd, of bis kindred, bis Superiours, Equals, Inferiours , for 
his Superiours, they be his Parents, 1/4«c and Rebekkeh, rowhom hee 
was loving and obedient ; his obedience he ſhewed in travailing to 
Padan Aran at his Mothers advice, & Fathers perſwafion for a wife, 


[lt bebooverh children to ſhew all good fubjeQion, and that parti- 


cularly in this point of being ruled by their diſcreet and religious 
Parents in choice of a wife or husband, ſo as to make them their 
guiders and direQors in this weighty bufineſſe, and they muſt nor 
ſaffertheir hearts tobe ſer upon ay perſon in that reſpeR, without 
the knowledge and conſent of their Parents z nor hearken to mori- 
ons made to them withour the good liking of their Parenes, 
If it be ſaid, how if Parents will crofſe their children in their affe- 
Qions > TI anſwer. 
The world is full ofexamples, by which-it is manifeſt, that many 
come together in great heate of love, and within a few yearcs grow 
O 
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ſo troward,diſcontented, and carelefle cither of orher,as none canhe 
more. And againe,others come together with diſcretion,nor in ſuch 
vehemency of Love, and their hearts afterwards doe cleave each tg 
other in (ingular love and deernefſſe, Therefore it would becomes 
childe to crofle his affeQion, rather than his Parents. 

But what if Parents will force their Children either not at all tg 
marry, or elſe to marry with ſuch as are unfit for them in regardof 


Age, Religion, and inreſpect of evident deformities of Body, or dif. 
orders of Life. 


I anſwer : 

Parents are I know no ſuch unlimited authoritic granted to Parents, as to 
Danes © p:0* | Compell their children upon inconveniences in any of theſe refpets, 
{llowe: for | Parents are bound to tender fit yoake-fellowes to their Children, a; 
their children. | God did tO Adam: ele the Children in not following their advice do 
forbeare to be ruled, not by their authority, but by their luſts, For 
if Parents may not provoke their Children to wrath, leſt they be diſcours. 
2ed, ſurely they may not thruſt them upon other miſeries and di. 
ſtempers, | | 

But what muſt be done in ſuch acaſe > I anſwer: 

By patience and long ſuffering, and intreatyof common friends, 
and like meanes, the Children muſt ſecke ro win their Parents to 
reaſon , which if they cannor doe, they muſt referre themſelves to 
the Governours, Magiſtrates, or Miniſters: and if theſewill not, or 
by the Lawes cannor provide for their help , they muſt even follow 
the advice of vertuous and wiſe Friends and Neighbors. 

But ſuppoſe that in ſuch caſe the Parents frowardnefle be ſuch 
that they will not yeeld to reaſon,and that they will rather drive their 
Children toan inconvenient match, or yeeld their good liking to 
none,what muſt the childe doe then ? 
| Tanfſwer: | 

If God vouchſafe that gifc he muſt forbeare Marriage, eſteeming 
bimſelfe called of God tothe ſingle life: Bur if hee cannot by all 
good wayes ſo farre overcome himſelfe, bur that his minde is con- 
quered by deſires of Marriage, hee hath a plaine rule from S.?as/: 
It is better to marry than to burne, Yea,but thenthe Parents diſpleaſure 


followes, and lofſe of ſuch meanes or portion as elſe he might 
have had. 


I anſwer : 

Every good Chriſtian muſtreſolve to take up his crofſe and fol- 
low Chriſt; therefore I require you ſonnes that have.nor troden in 
Llacobs eps for this matter, ro be humbled for it with true and hear- 
ty repentance. Sinne will hazard a good man to ſome ſeverity of 
puniſhment ( I meane that of knowne- ſinnes, ſuch as a man doth, 
or would bee careful] might underſtand to bee finnes) untill par- 
ticular repentance come bertwixr, ro top or remove that ſame but 
 |whena manhath and doth convenientlyar fit times humble bimſclt 

or 
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\forafzult, it ceaſeth to make him liable to cemporall evils, further 
then they be needtfull ro increaſe and make up what would be want- 
ing in his repentance, and he that will at Gods reproofe turne unto 
him in humiliation and amendment, ſhall finde the Lord a gracious 
Father, and ſuch aone as will nor proceed to {marting correRions, if 
loving and earveſt admonitions may prevaile. 
| Againe, all you children to whom God hath vouchſafed ſuch Pa. 
rents as have dealt wilely and mildly with you in this matter, pre- 
{enting unto you fit yokefellows,and ſuch againſt whom no excepti. 
on might be juftly made, or have yeelded you to your owne choice, 
and that hath ſo guided you too, that you have pleaſed your Parents 
[in your matches, and ſo with good will and approbation'on both 
fides have entred into this eſtate, be you thankfall ro God that bath 
ordered this affaire ſo properouſly for you, and take heed of aſcribing 
this comfort to your owne wit and goodnefle, without giving the 
whole honour to God, that gave the wir, and the goodneſle, and the 
ſucceſſe, without whoſe favaurable providence, neither wit, nor 
goodneſſe would have brought the buſineſle, 

If benefits be perverted ro nourith our good conceits of our 
ſelves , not toencreaſe our thankes and praiſes to God , they be bur 
unſanRified benefits, ſuch as at laſt will make our ſtate more miſe- 


| rable than the want of them would have done. 


| Butall you young, and yet unmarried folke, looke to your 
ſelves, pray to God to ſubdue your paſſions to reaſon, and both to 
,your Parents, take notice it 1s your duty to give this honour ro 
your Parents , and reſolve that by Gods aſſiſtance you will per. 
forme it, 

Hearken to no enticements, let no beauty or other allurement 
winne ground upon your hearts, but till keepe your ſelves free 
and in fit caſe ro continue dutifull obſervers of the fifth Com- 
mandement, 

Butwe have another Superiour with whom 7acob had occaſion at 
\laſttodeale, viF. Laban, 

Firſt, An Vncle, 

Secondly, A Maſter. 

Thirdly, A Father in Law. 

| Sec how well Zacob carried himſelfe to Laban in all theſe reſpeQs, 

1. As hewas ati Vncle, before he entred into the other relations, 
be lived ſo lovingly and painfully with him in his houfefor the ſpace 
ofa moneth together, that Labans ſelfe was both willing to give him 
ſomeduewagesandallowance for his ſervice, which of his owne ac: 
cord heoffered himſelfe to doe, and alſowhcn motion was made of 
giving him Rachel,did willingly accept the motion,yea put the other 
upon him too againſt his will, whereby it is evidenr,that he behaved 
not himſelfe ſo, as ro be a cumber and burdento the family, but was 
| 


belpfull toit : This was very commendable in him, that he carried | 
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bimſclfe remperately, and vertuouſly, and profitably in lis Vacls 
houſe, where he came to ſojourne {or a time, 

O that all thoſe, whoſe occaſions invite them to viſit their kindreg 
and ro abide ſome time with them, would ſhew themſelves ſo verty. 
ous, and wiſe,and orderly in their whole behaviour, that their friendy 
might not have occaſion ro account them burdens, but rather bene. 
fits untothemſelves and their familics, fo long as they (hall hays 
cauſe tocontinue, and not ſo rudely, waſtſully, idly, that the houſe 
' is diſcharged as it were of ſome ill humour, when the time comes that 
| they ſhall be gone away. 

3. He craved Further, Laban had two daughters, and /acob loved one intitely,yer 
his good will | we ſee that he craved the Fathers good will afore he made any ſuirat 
ny all tothe maiden. He went not to Rache! to get her good will: and 

5 towin a promile from her, but takes the fitteſt occa(ion that offered 
it ſelfe, to let the Father underſtand his minde, and to make agree. 
ment with him. Here alfo young men have an excellent patterneto 
imitate, and a ſweet direction {or their proceedings 10 marriage, 
| Firſt, ro make ſure with the Parents and Governours, and atter to; 

deale with the young perſons rhemſelves,as alſo Sampſondid, and the 
ſervant of Abraham,and as nature it ſelfe teacheth it (hould be done, 
for why ſhould not he that bath right into any thing, bee conſultes 
withall about parting with it , afore we ſeek to drive away the thing 
it ſelfe which appertaineth to him, | 

O thoſe of you that have done, or are now in doing otherwiſe, bee 
you blamed as men that procced nor vertuouſly in this courſe, and 
therefore are either through lucre of portion, or elſe inordinate affe- 
Rion(which men call love)thruſt afide from aright,toa wrong path, 
Now at laſt 7ac9b becomes a ſervant to his Father in Law, and agrees 
' to performe ſeven yeares ſervice for one daughter, and as many for 
the other. 

For my part | cannot commend 7aco/s prudence in this matter, he 
bound himſelf to a very long apprentiſhip. He might bave raken or 
der to have ſent meſſengers betwixt 1/asc and Z4bgn, that his portion 
might have procured this match rather chan his ſervice, But herein 
yet hedeales well with Laban, whom he was willing to advantage 10 
much for his daughters ſake. So far was he from being defixous to 
ſteale away Rachel, that he choſe rather to ſue for her : every young 
man muſt learne hence not that particular thing which 74cob did, to 
ſerve for a wife, but that common rule of equity which he followed, 
to give a man all reaſonable and good content in marrying bis 
daughter, in affording ſuch convenient allowance to her as is fic, nel 
therwill he be unwilling to this duty ; that is, not moved more with 
baſe ends, than love of her whom be marricth. 
4.Tcorepa- | But Tacob ſhewes a ſingular gentlenefle and reſpe& to him in that, 
ticntly rac | | when he bad beguiled him , and: put -Zcab upon him inſtead of 


wrong, that he 


offeredhim, | Rachel, yet he did not put her away, and refuſe to have her, ut 
» 1 was 


_— 
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| was rather contented to ſerve another ſeven yeres for Rachael, than he | 
would make any ſtir, As for the matter of Polygamy and marrying 
wo ſiſters, the laſt was not then a fin, the former was not eſteemed | 
cobeone; but ſurely 7acob received very hard meaſure of Laban in ob. 
truding another upon him, than was agreed upon to be his wife, yer | 
you ſee hee devoures the injurie without any great outcry, onely 
hee tels him of the wrong in words , nothing ſavouring of bit- 
rerveſſe. 
' - Othatweealſocould learne to reprove a wrong-doer, ſpecially a 
ſuperiour doing us wrong, with milde and good language, withour 
nailing, without clamorouſneſſe and diſgracefull ſpeeches. It were 
a ſweet thing to have ſo much government over our paſſions and 
tongues, that they might not carry us to ſet out wrongs with too | 
may and large aggravations, and with inveQtive and contumelious | 
ſpeeches againſt him that hath done us the wrong, Ir 1s never tryed 
|tothe purpoſe what bumility, what true difcretion the ſoule is en- 
dowed withall, untill it receive the triall of injuries. He that in ſuch 
caſe can keepe himſelfe within compaſſe, that his words be neither 
many nor violent, ſhewes that he hath ſome command of himſelfe, 
and fome feeling acknowledgement of Gods provident government, 
ad his own werthineſle of far greater evils. 
| Buthe that hath never done amplifying ſuch a wrong, and is fu. 
riousand bitter againſt the offendor, ſhewes that hee hath a great 
heartthat can make the wrong ſo great, and doth not looke to the 
| 
| 
| 


hand, but to the rod, againſt which hee gives himſelfe to ſhew ſo 
much diſtemper, 

Apgaine you ſee, that 74:06 is even ready patiently to fit downe by | 
thewrong, and is content now to make himſelfe an Apprentice for 
aother ſeven yeares, rather than he will make a great ſtir, and con- | 
tend with Zabav., Ve cannot thinke fo hardly of any times, that | 
there were no Lawes or Governours that would and ſhould have 
righted this wrong, if /acob would have made his complaines : bur 
Iicob was from his Fathers houſe, and a ſtranger, and friendleſle, 
and therefore thought it more wiſdome to fit downe and be con- 
tentwith ſomewhat hard conditions, than to make a greater quarrel] 
and contention. 

Othat we could get our hearts ſtored with a proportion of wil: 
dome and meekneſle, ſfutable to that of 7acob, even to make us able 
todevoure wrongs with ſomewhat il] and barſh conſequences, rather 
thanto make a greatbrawle, ſpecially if we be inferiours alſo, and 
finde our ſelves likely to mend our ſelves little by contending, ſuch 
a ſubmiſſive and peaceable diſpoſition will make us capable of a 
larger blefing from God than any wee could get by ſtriving and 
braywling ; and not onely ſo, but would give us more quictneſſe 
andcontent inour ſelves, than the either revenging or redrefling of a 


wrong another way. 
"0 Ff 2 _Follow 
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Follow 7x0b therefore in this bis carriage towards his Father j 
Law. at 

And now we finde /zcob a ſervant,and that for fourteen yeares; hes 
married the two daughters within a few moneths after his commi 
thither, as may be demonſtrated-by the ages of the children, by name 
of ſoſeph the youngeſt, who was ſcventeene when hee was ſold int 
Egypt, and thirty when he ftood before Pharaoh firſt,and lived after, 
ſeven yeares of plenty, and then two yeares of ſcarcity ; that is, thix. 
ty nine inall; and thenwas 1acob one hundred andtbirty, $0 that, 
| cob was ninty and one'yeares of age when he begate him, and that wg; 
in the laſt of the fourteene yeares agreed upon, for by. and by upey 
his birth, 1acob would have laboured for bis owne houſe, and Lib 
agrees upon wages. Therefore hee was ſeventy and{eyen yearesg 
thereabouts, when became to Laban, and being of that. age, it wy 
not likely that he would live ſo long unmarricd afore hee tooke 4 
wite. | 

Againe, betwixt 7acobs going to Padan,and returning were but two 
yeares at the moſt, and then was 1oſ-p/ ſeven yearcs old, for hee wa} 
borne toward the end of the fourteenth yease ; and if 7acob had not 
married Leah till ſeven yeares wereended, the eldeſLot 1acobs ſonns 
could be but ſeven yeares at moſt elder than hee; that is, fourteene 
yeares, and 7oſeph was thirty and nine ycares when [acobcame to him, 
| or thereabouts; Therefore, the eldeſt of /ucobs ſonnes at that time 
was but forty and fix, and 1udah was the fourth of the ſame mother, 
ſohe muſt be but forty and two, or thereabouts, and yer had he three 
ſonnes marriageable before he begate Pharez, and Phares hadimo 
ſonnes when they wene downe to Egypt. Allow Tudah to marryat 
fifreene, Er at fifteene, and let Thawar waite but two yeares forthe 
third ſonne, now Ixdzh was thirty and two : Let Pharcz matrryat 
fifteene, and have two ſonnes in'two yeares, that is feventeene, (0 
have: we forty and nine-yeares: and therefore fceing greater halt 
could notbe made, at leaſt ſo many yeares did paſſe betwixt, and 
thatwill come tojuſt ſeven yeares more than-the time will amount 
t00, if 74c0b married at the end of ſeven yeares; therefore-he mariied 
the firſt yeare. 

But whenſoever he married, in making himſclfe a ſon in Law, he 
made himſelfe an hired ſervant-too; now how did he carry himſelte 
as a ſervant. 

5. He was dis Firſt, with all diligence. - 

ligentand | , Secondly, faithfulneſle, 

"7 0ly | Forhefollowed:his maſters buſineſſe painfully, and conſtantly, 

bes and ordered himſelfe towards'them moſt. ipnacently, and (0 made 

= __ , much, through the bleſſing of God upon his labour and 
elity. - 

Now theſe duties appertaineto all ſervants, and are required of 
S, Paul, ſaying, doing Service with 200d will, and z0t with cyt erence 
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men pleaſers, but with ſingleneſſe of heart, fearing God, and ſhewine all 
and Calbff elſe that wn of God be 16 ry Gokes of. fp ] 
God would have families maintained, and a diſtinion of Mafter, 
and Servants in the families, it was requiſite that he ſhould oblige 
ſervants to theſe duties, for upon the proſperity of families depends 
the welfare of Townes and Countries, and ſoof the whole World. 
An houfe in which good ſervants live, proſpers , but idle and un- 
wuſty ſervants quickly bring it to nought ; God therefore that made 
all things for good, welfare, and proiperity, muſt needs, according 
rotherules of his own wiſdome, fie the means tothe end, and require 
ſervants in this manner to governe themſelves to their Governours, 

- Now you that have been ſervants formerly, which hath beene the 
tateand condition of the greater number amongſt you ; Conſider 
what ſervants you have been, let nor your younger dayes be paſſed 
over forgetfully, 

Itis a principall part of an aged mans duty to looke backe upon 
his former times, and to finde out the miſtakes of his youth, that by 
bumbling bimſelfe for them, he may atraine pardon from God. 
"Loe this duty now, and if you can remember your ſelves to have | 
been flothfull, waſtfull, undurifull ſervants, as far unlike to 7aceb, as 
blacke and white are unlike each ro other; then rake time to pre- 
ſent your ſelves before God, and judging your ſelves for ſuch inju. 
riouſneſſe, beg pardon and remiſſion, and reſolve againſt the like 
corruptions of your preſent places, 

And you who finde that God did inable you in that eſtate to ſhew 
your ſelves diligent and truſty, give God the glory, and rejoyce in 
his great goodnefle, that gave you not over to the unbridlednefle of 
your evill natures, | ig 

An aged man, whoſe youth hath been indifferently wel} ordered, 
bath grear cauſe robleſſe Gods name that gave him not over tothe 
licentiouſneſſe of thatage. Andall you that be ſervants, muſt pray 
to God that he would make you good and conſcionable ſervants, 
thatnot alone out of love ro your owne reputation, and a deſire to 
thrive inthe world, that you may be painfull and truſty, but out of a 
defireand intention to pleaſe God in your places and callings; for S. 
Paxlwould bave ſervants toremember, that They ſerve the LordChriſt, 
and To /ooke wnto the immortall inheritance, with which he will reward 
them, as well as thoſe that ſerve him in higher callings. 
| Apain, He diſcovered agreat deale of patience, and gentlenefle | 5-He wie By 

towards him, for Labax was fickle and inconſtant, and changed his ens Leben.” 
wages many times, he ſaith tentimes I ſuppoſe,uſing by a wonted fi | chougbhce 
|gure, a certaine number for an uncertaine. But 7acob devoures this —_ wy 
wrong patiently, doth not expoſtulate with him, nor ſhew himſelte 
ſharp or bitter, but purs it over without words, and goes not from 
himthrough diſcontent, till God by an Angel bid him goeto his 
Fathers houſe againe. 
= Ie: Ray SH 
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So ſhould ſervants ſhew themſelves gentle to their ungentle ma. 
ſters that are unkinde and injurious to them, and doe not uſe them 
ſo well as equity requireth,and not be clamorous and violent againg 
them. Buc moſt ſervants, though they receive no bard meaſure, by 
alone are juſtly reproved and corrected for their faults, are ſo im 
tient that they cannot beare it, but make falſe and harſh complains 
and are ſo imbittered and diſcontented, rhat they ſtraight reſolvety 
| run away, and cannot bring themſelves to ſtoope ; theſe are of a con. 
trary ſpirit to /acob, 
7.1nthe.con-| Now laſtly, in the clozeofall, when Zacob went from his Father in 
pee by hen | Law, he ſhewed himſelfe a man, that though hee were ſenſible of 
from him,be | injuries, could yet moderate his paſſions, and keep anger within dye 
hewedmode | limits z for hee cbid with him indeed, and was angry againſt him, 
Daſtens, | Which any man may lawfully doe againſt him that ſeekes todoe him 
hurt ; but he doth not raile at him, nor give him foule language, on. 
ly hetelleth him before their common friends,of his former and eyill 
alage » acknowledging Gods goodnefle in preſerving him from 

is rage. 

O - we could learne of bim tobe ſo farre maſters ofour ſelves, 
that when juſt occaſion of anger doth offer it ſelfe, wee might then 
| command our ſelves to forbeare bitter and reviling ſpeeches , and 
not be ſo tranſported beyond our ſelves, as to raile, ſieare, curſe, 
threaten, and it may be worſe than all this, Moſt men, when anger 
| begins ro boile, forget almoſt that they be men, altogether that they 
be Chriſtian men, and are ſo madded, that they care not what vile 
| language proceeds out of their mouthes, and what ſharpneſle of a 
razor they diſcover in their tongues; verifying that of S. James, Thit 
the rengue u (ct on fire of hell, and it ſelfe ſets on fire the whole courke 
of nature; and that though our Saviour have ſomanifeſtly adjudged 
rohell,him that doth raile at his brother with the nameof Foole, 

See your folly and pride in this venting of diſtempered anger, and 
bewaile it, and now learne of Gods faithfull ſervant /acob (ſo honow- 
rable a Patriarch, thatby him the whole Church is called acob and 
Iſracl) tobe ſoangry, as not to fin by being driven forth into bitter- 
neſle of carriage, 


He wasquick-| Butlaſt ofall, he was ſo quickly pacified, that when his Father 
lore did alone intimate (and not plainly make) a confeſſion of his fault, 
therin Law, | Dy requeſting a Covenant of peace betwixt them, quickly without 
any words he condeſcended, and makes a feaſt for Laban and thereſt, 
and confirmes the Covenant by an oath, as you may reade it in Gen, 
31.45.t>theend: | 
Here is a man of a quiet ſpirit indeed ! His Father in Law had 
wronged him formerly,and preſcntly,by purſuing bim,and by cbarg- 
ing him to have ftolne bis Idols, which be fooliſhly calletb gods, 
yet he had ſo ſoon forgorten all this, as at the firſt word to imbrace 
| an offer of reconciliation, and to enter intoa Covenant with him of 
| peaceable 
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peaceable carriage to bimſelfe and bis daughters. Ie 1s amoſtex 


cellent grace to be quickly and <caſily pacified, and to'blot our the 
remembrance of wrongs, and to carry himfſelfe lovingly to ſuch a 
man as bath offered him hard meaſure, and rhat alſo many times, 
even as if be had received no ſach injury from him. 

This is co imitate God and our Lord Irefus Chriſt, who doth ſo 
forgive us, 2nd a ſurer proote of ah humble and difcreee plrit wee 
cannot bave any other. 

Oyou that finde your ſelves of a bitter revengefull ſpirit, that if 
you have been wrongfully entreared know trot how to forget it, know 
not how to forbeare taking all advantagev6f requiting like for like: 
Sce how contrary you be to this godly man, and entertaine even 
anger and deteſtation againſt your ſelves for ſuch maliciouſneſſe,and 
labour now ſo to preſſe upon your ſelves the Commandement of 
God, and example both of God and good men withall, beſeeching 
the Lord by his Spirit to worke the like gentleneſſe, long-ſufferine, 
and niceknefle in you, that yon alſo may bee eaſily pacified, and fo 
ſone able ro quench the apprehenſion of injuries. Ler us profit by 

examples, and frame to the diſcharge of theſe duties, which the 
precept of God re}lerh us that we ought ro doe, and the praQiſe of 
podly men afſureth us rhey may bedone, Tf a thing be required, and 
rofſible, why ſhould we not addrefſe our felves unto it ? 

So much of 7acobs vertuous behaviour to his Superiours : 

Now conſider of his demeanout to his brother Eſas, - 

Heuſeth all ſubmiſſive geſture and loving cartiage'to pacific his 
anger, as we have ſhewed you before: then we commended him for 
his prudence and diſcretion to ſave himſelfe ; here we are to com- 
mend him for his exceeding ſubmiſſive and winning carriage to his 
brother. 

[icob was not deſtitute of meanes tohave hired as many fouldiers 
4 Eſa brought with him, or ſome meanes he might have bethoughe 
bimſelfe of whereby toreſiſt him , but he chooferh rather to oope 
and pacifie him by the faireſt wayes he could. God commanderh 
his people to offer termes of peace before they befteged a City. 

Surely, ſubmiſſive and melting carriage is the beſt way to pacifte 
wath, and we muſt ſeek to that courſe firſt, not alone, when wee bee 
over- matched with anenemy, but even then whcn we have power in 
our hands ro fave our ſelves by force, as wee ſte in 7ephta towards the 
King of Ammon, But ſo ſturdy of nature be ſome, yea many, that 
they would rather expoſe themſelves rothe rage of an Eſa#,than have 
lobowed, they count it a baſeneſſe of minde to ſtoop and fall downe 
before another, having ſuch a blinde eye that they cannot diſtinguiſh 
hetwixt humility and abjc&nes. He that yeelds ſubmiſfire and pact- 
{ying words and geſtures, is humble:he that ſloops ſo low as to pleaſe 
another, he is abaſed. 

And ſomuch for Iacobs vertues to Eſas, 
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Now towards his owne Family : ; 5uf 
Firſt, in generall conſidered, He is carcfull to provide for ir. 
Secondly, to pray for it, 

Thirdly, ro purge it from fin. 
| 10 Heiscare- | Firſt, to provide for ir, for you (hall ſee him returning this anſwer 
fullro provide | tO his Father in Law afterthe end of his two apprentiſhips, Wher ſhal 
_ \— I provide for mine owne houſe, Gen. 30. 39, When ſhall Il doe or work 
alſo for mine owne houſe, 7acob had arich Father in Law, Labas, and 
and arich Father, Iſaac, and yet will not he caſt bimſelfe upon them 
to provide for his wife and children, but himſelfe will worke for that 
end : This is a thing required of all men by the light of nature, a 
well as by the Lawes of God, to make proviſion of things needfull 
for their families. 

All thoſe beaſts and birds which live by couples, and are not ſold 
over to promiſcuous generation,doe provide holes and neſts for their 
young, and joyne to maintaine them when they be young : See you 
not the poore Rookes now inthe height of the trees preaching toyoy 
this duty with ſo loud croakings > that you can ſcarce paſſe by a 
Grove, but that inarticulate language will admoniſh you , hoy 
quiet be they all the Winrer,and other ſeaſons?But when the Spring 
comes, and that now nature prompts them to procreate young, they 
are ſodiligent to build neſts, and to hatch the young, and to feed 
them till they can ſhift for themſelves, that no houre ſees them idle, 
or ceaſing from that duty; /you may ſce the ſame in the poore Star 
lings : Seeing they be bere, I will commend them to you for ma. 
ers of this duty, early and late they be cloſe at this worke (raking 
indeed alittle time morning and evening to fit and chirp out thei 
merry tune, as if they would teach you to take time for the prai 
of God, however urgent your buſineſſe may ſceme tobe) burelſeal| 
day long, flying too and fro with food to put into the mouthes of 
their gaping young. 

Can you ſcetheſe things and not be infiructed to good husban- 
dry 2 S. Paulcalls him worſe than an [nfidell, chat doth not labour 
for his family, to provide it neceſſaries. He might have gone alittle 
farther, and called him worſe than the feathered fowle,and the bruite| 
| beaſts, foreven Foxes, Wolves, Beares, and Lions have this care 1t- 
graffed in them by nature. | 

Now therefore, you unnaturall, flothfull, waſtfull Fathers and 
' Mothers that are ſowickedly given over to idlenefle, and drunket- 

nefle, or gaming, or other looſneſſe, that you either will not worke 
at all, or elſe will not work for your Families, bur your luſts to ſpend 
it ontbem. I pray you art length be aſhamed of ſuch worſe than bru- 
tiſhdiftemper of minde, and more than beaſt-like miſdemeanour 
what account can you give to God when he ſhall call you to 
account ? | 

Where was your naturall affe&ion to your owne bodies and] 

g bowels? 
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|the Children, Parents mnſt bleſſe their children ; and in this ſence! 


bowels > where was your dutifull obedience to the Law/of God and 


Nature, and the Lawes of well ordered Common weaſths 2 where 
were your wits and your conſciences 2 and where be they ther you 
live more fintully and ſcandalouſly than the ignorant, 'Goe home 
| belecch you with fhame and 'forrow in your hearts and counte- 
pances, be not hardened againſt this reproofe, after To" many 'for- 
mer teproofes , but fall downe before God, condemning your ſelves 
to the pit of Hell for ſuch your unthritcineſſe, and conteſſing your 
owne extreme ſlavery to finre, and unfitneſe to mend'that or any 
other taulr, beſecech the living God to reforme you by his Spirit; 
and to pardon you'by the blond of his Sonne, and even beleeve 
his promiſe that he will grant your prayers, and heale your Soules, 
ind forgive your finnes for his Sonnes fake ; and ſo'in - Faith: to 
his promiſes, and Obedience to his Commandements , ſet about 
the reformarion of this and other faults; and ceaſe nor praying, 
jepenting, ſtriving, and you 'ſhall prevaile : unthrifrineſſe will 
prove a difcaſe of excecding difficult care,” but not'unctrable: and 
you whom God hath pleaſed ro\make good and provident, and 
thrifty husbands, blefſe him for it indeed , and withall pray him 
to order you fo in labouring for your families, that it'may ſherw | 
it ſelfe to be a good Floure, growing up as a Fruit of Gods Spi- ! 
tit,not as a Weed ſpringing up from a corrupt, though' reſtrai. | 
ned Nature, by going into LY making you ſo eager in provi. , 
ding for your houſes, as that' you become niggardly unjuſt, or 
otherwiſe exceſſive. For the worldly minded man, though hee live 
ih better reputation on Earth, hath no better reputation in Hea- 
wn than the waſte-good : nor ſhall bave lefſe rorment in Hell, ſee- 
no the worldly minded are enemies to_ God, as well as the ſenfuall, 
minded. So Lcob provided for his family. PEE t 

Now hee prayes for them, as you ſee hee did when Tſazc came! 
aint him : Save me, for I feare leſt he come and ſtrike the Mother with! 


ſothe whole families, and cry to God for proſperity and peace. 
[f the Apoſtles bee bidden to pronounce peace, ſurely then wee 
muſt pray for it. If S. Pas! prayed for the houſhold of Oreſsphe.| 
7, were it not a wonder that Oxeſiphorms ſhonld not pray for his 
one houſhold > You Governours, ſhew your ſelves religious as 
well as thrifty: call upon God for the people committed toyour 
Garge » Tf publque ſupplications muſt be made for all men, ſurely 
eneven man muſt privatly pray for them chat arehis owne. Be 
dot prophane, content nor your ſelves alone to labour and royle 


and call earneſtly upon God to fave them chiefly from finne and 
wickednefſe. 4 


Further, 7acob purged his family, as you have it, Ge 35.2, ro 
the requiring them to put away the falſe gods, and to bee cleane 


for your families ; but viſit the Throne of Grace intheir behalfe, |. 


— 
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14. Facob was 


[their houſes, as well as Idolatry, and this as well as other vices, 


{ all manner, he myft have endeavoured onely to make them hypo 


| 
a very kinde } 


Husband to all 
his Wives. 


| 


| the cuſiome of the times tolerated poligamy , hee muſt have 1e-| 


| what ſhew of love foever they make unto their Wives at firlt ; yet 


and change their garments, ard then having received of them al] 
their idolatrons and ſuperſtitious trinkets, hce buried them under 
the Oake mentioned there. | 


O that all Parents would be carefull to clenſe all vices out of 


But Parents are moſt times too too carelefſe of their families 
and ſee and winke at their finnes, their undecent behaviour, ryor, 
idleneſſe, diſguiſed attire, and any naughtinefſe that doth not 
bring forth great diſcredit in the World. Purifie your houſe, 
and fo ſee the faults, as to chaſe them out, and call your people 
to amendment, to cleanneſſe, to changing their garments ; if they 
be proud, vaine, fooliſh, as well as if they be ſuperſtitious, 

Laſtly, Tacob infiructed his people here, and called them to the 
worſhip of the true God, telling them that he wosld goe to Bethe, 
and make an Altar to God that had falfilled his vow, and met him wh 
he fled from Eſau, Wee ſhould all call upon our families, and 
bring them to Gods Worſhip, and labour to inſtru& them there 
in, that they may be able to performe it holily and fruitfully;| 
Surely, had not 7acob taught his people what Duty they did on 
eo. God in theſe ſacrifices, and how to performe them in ſpirity 


criticall abuſers of Gods ſervice. 

So much for Tacobs regard to his whole family. 

Now ſce how he ſhewed himſelfe in particular to his Vives and 
Ghildren. "vg 

Tohis Wives. Hee was undoubtedly a very kinde Husbandto 
them all;for we read of no jarres or, brawles. 

O that Husbands would live void of contention with their 
Wives ! O thar their houſes might be peaceable ! It is a fore- 
runner of ruine, when an houſe is divided againſt ir ſelfe, But 
ſpecially towards Rackael it is noted how hee lowed her, Gen. 2 9.30, 
that is, very mach more than the reſt. Indeed he bad cauſe, ſhe 
was his true Wife for whom hee firſt agreed, Leah was forced 
upon him, he might lawtully have refuſed her ; yea, and had not 


fuſed her and taken Rachar!, for whom hee made his agreement, 
and fo in a ſort contracted himſelfe too, 

Now the light that hath ſhewed ir ſelfe amongſt us, cauſeth 
that poligamy is baniſhed , therefore every one amongſt us 18 
bound to love his Wife as 1acob did: Rachael, which is alſo the ſpe: 
ciall commandement, Voe unto thoſe Husbands thercfore that 


within a while are ſo ſowre and churliſh unto them, that they 
(hew an extinguiſhment of love to have beiallen them. So farre 
as any man faileth of loving his Wife, he muſt alſo faile of lo- 


ving God : Ir is poſſible to love the Wife and not God, but 
| to 


—— 


Facob. 'S HAP.26. | 


rolove God and rot the wite 15 impoſhble. Therefore now you hu. 
bards ſtrive to love your wives : and you Wives carry your ſelves fo 
reipeaively and humbly, as towin love at your hnsbands hands. 
Nothing bur this can make you live happily together : all riches, 
honours, pleaſures, be no farther ſoundly comfortable, than the huſ. 
band and wife are Joving each to other, 

Now God can give loveto them thar aske,as well as wiſdome,and 
lethim chat would lovechbis wite, pray for it, and withall withdraw 
his heart from ſtrange women. Bur againe, 7:cob could be duly angry 
with his wite, and reprove her for her fault, for when ſhe ina great 
ragecals tohim for children, and would dic if ſhe had none, He is 
angry at her, but with ſuch moderation, that he gives her a due re- 
oroofe, bur no diſtempered language, ſaying, CAm I in Gods ſtead, 
that hat h wit holden from thee the fruit of the wombe, As Iacob tempered 
his anger towards his Father in Law, ſo towards his wife, he is in- 
deed moved with ſome paſſion, but it doth nor carry him to any vio- 
lence, Or to inordinate ſharpnefle, Hcre husbands muſt learne to 
follow this vertuous man, if there be juſt cauſe of being angry at the 
rife in regard of ſome great over-ſhooting her ſelfe rowards them. 
ſelves or others, they may be angry, bur their anger muſt be ſo kept 
downe by love, that they may not be bierer, which the Apoſtle doth 
preciſely forbid to husbands ; they muſt blame the faulr , bur nor 
admixe words, to ſhew alienation of heart for the faults ſake. 

Two things husbands muſt looke to in reſpe@ of this anger to- 
wards their wives : 

Firſt, that it ariſe not but from ſome'plaine and evidetit fault, ſuch 
2 you ſee here in the Text, (he began to fall out with him for want 
-vreM as if it had been his fault that ſhee conceived not as her 
iſterdid. 

Secondly, that it produce not tartneſſe and reproachfull ſpeeches, 
anda conſtant ſowreneſlſe, bur alone a due and fit reproofe, as here 
ao, Happy men that can ſo guide anger, and their rongues'in 
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argry with 
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H:sbands 
muſt look to 
twothings in - 
reſpett of their 
anger to their 
WIVCS, 


\ So hath 7acob done the office of a good houſholder in generall, 
and of a good husband, See now what a kinde Father he was , and 
what g00d he performed towards his children. 

\ 1, Toall of them ; then tofome. 

'Hedidtwothingsto them all ; ; 
Firſt; he brovghtthemup ina calling, tobe Grafiers, as we call: 


bem, robreed Cartell, Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Goars, andthe like, 
whercin himſelfe abounded. 


Gen,gs. 34. & 
Chap.47+3. 

15 He brought 
up his chil. 
dren ina cal. 
ling, 


Parents 


 Thishe might the more eaſily doe, becauſe himſelfe living in the 
quality of a ſervant to Labar his Father 'in Law, and baving them 
dorne to bim in the time of his ſervice, he had fit opportunity to ac- 
qaintthem with that buſineſſe in which himſelfe was ſo totally im- 
ployed, Herein all good Parents are to imitate him, for the duty is 

neceſſary 


—— 


ſhould bring 
up thcir chil- 
drenin ſome | 
calling, and | 
why. | 


= 
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Prov. 2245. 


| gentle than thoſe that are never handled, never approached unto; 


neceſſary for the childrens ſake, and for the Common.wealth, ang 
for the Parents owne ſake too. Traine up 4 childe in the way he ſhoalg 
zoe; Hedoth rot meaneit alone, Cartechize him in mattcrs of reli. 
gion, and good converſation, bur alſo in affaires of this world tog 
becauſe it 13 a part of his way to live in the world, as well as to know 
the things that belong to his ſoules health, Wee need not the ay. 
thority of Scripture for that, for which nature it ſelfe is ſufficient, 
If God command men to walke orderly, and to cate the labour of 
their hands, their Parents muſt inure their children to ſuch a walk. 
ing, and ſee that they obſerve that Commandement of God, If they 
muſt provide for them food and raimenrt for the preſent, much more 
the things that are needfull for their well-being for ever, 

Now a calling (an ability to doe ſome profitable thing by which 
they may maintaine themſelves with the publique advantage) is ne. 
ceſlary for their well-being in the whole courſe of their lives, 

But this duty is requiſite (as I ſaid) Firſt, for the Fathers owne 
ſake, who ſhall finde them ſo much more dutifull to himſelfe, by 
how much they have been trained up more painfully, and been more 
ſerviceable, and under command, even beaſts if they be much in 
hand, and have a kinde of acquaintance with the maſter, ſo thathee 
come neare to them, and accuſtome to doe ſomething about them, 
and to have them doe and ſuffer for him, are much more rame and 


So it muſt needs bealſowith men, they grow rude and barbarouwsif 
they be left rorhemfelves, but more affable and orderly when they 
arc held in, and accdfiGmed rowalke by rule, as they be when they 
are trained up in a-Wling. Indeed ſome kinde of creatures areſo 
fierce, that no uſe of bandling will quite rame them, bur even thoſe 
are far [eſſe fiercethan if they were never medled withall : So ſome 
children are very maſterfull, and difobedient, even though theybe 
ſet under government, and brought up in ſervice and labour, but how 
much more violent would they have proved if ſuch care had not a lit- 
tle tempered them > It concernes the Parent to have his children 
ſubje& and apt toberuled; bringing them up in a calling condu- 
ceth much this way, wherefore it is bis part not to be wanting to his 
owne welfare and theirs, 
| Secondly, this isexceeding commodious tothe Commonnealth, 
promoting the publique good very much : for far fewer perſons dc- 
generate to ſcandalous courſes, and ſuch as trouble the peace of the 
Common-wealth of thoſe that have been brought up to take paines 
in ſome vocation , than of thoſe that have been loofly and idly 
broughtup; and ifany of thoſe that were accuſtomed to ſome v0- 
cation doedegenerare, they are far more eaſily reclaimed, ſecing the 
Magiſtrate bath ſome foundationtowork upon. The perſon ſocdu- 
cated can doe ſomething ifhe will for his maintenance, ſo that here 
is a poſſibility of redreſſing his diforders, finde him employments 
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20d over-rule his will, and heis amended ; But thoſe that have lived 
over loofly, and arenot able to doe any thing, are almoſt deſperate, 
the Magiſtrate knowes not which way to turne himſelfe ro the pro- 


CH aP.26, 


coring of his reformation, but by uſing great extremities; for how 
ſhall he be compelled to doe any thing, that can doe nothing > and 
romake him learne ſome faculty when he is old, how extreamly dif- 
ficultis that > So now nothing remaineth but an houſe of CorreQi- 
0p, 0r Galltes, orthe like, whereby to force men, which ſhould goe 
much againſt the hearts of Governours, if any other courſe may ſuf. 
fice, Wherefore it concernes Parents as they love the Common- 
wealth', not to deliver over into the Magiſtrates , ſuch croſlec 
andcrooked pieces as cannot be made fir for any uſe without ſo 
much hewing, 
| And for the benefit of the childes ſelfe, it helpeth much to his 
comfortable living in reſpe& of outward abundance, and nor being 
burdenſome to others, and to his civill and orderly livipg in vertuous 
manner, and to his religious living when God ſhall call him torrue 
piety; for if he be skilfull in ſome way of maintaining himſelfe, and 
'vill apply bimſelfe to his calling,he ſhall finde the accompliſhmenr 
of Gods promiſes, He that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſatis fied with bread, 
ad againe, 17 all labour there is abundance ; but being delticute of this 
ability, how ſhall he but want, unleſſe a very great portion of goods 
lands be given himr > Yea, he that having lands and goods, hath- 
wtskill ro imploy them, growes far ſooner waſtfull and unthritty, 
nd conſumeth bis great eſtate, and then is put many times to baſe, 
many times to finfull ſhifrs, which had he a good calling he might 
|eleape. Beſides, labour ina calling ſubdues vice, and He rhat hath a 
calling, may be painfull in it, hethat hath none,cannot : Yea, if God 
allany perſon that hath been uoproficably brought up, tothe know- * 
kdge of himſelfe, ſuch a one ſhall be much more to ſecke how ro 
lyereligiouſly, than another that hath ſome imployment;for in nor 


doubtful of bis courſe, and fo full of vexation and unquietneſſe, 
Now all you Parents, that bave negleed your children very much, 
ad ſuffered them to trifle our all that golden ſeaſonof youth, in 
which they Chould have firred themſelves for a profitable and com. 
irtable life in elder dayes,be aſhamed, you have been ſo fooliſh, as 
Mt alone to tranſgrefle the duty of Chriſtians, but even that which 
|liebeathens bave done : You have been cauſes of your childrens 
miſery, and the Common-wealth too, and if it proceed not from 
lmeother cauſe ther from wiſdome,your children muſt be but bur: 
G&ns and difcaſes to themſclves, and the world. Rich Parents are 
bmerimes guilty of this favlr, for they thinke they ſhall leave them 
UNcient to maintaine them though they doe nothing, and there | 
re intend chem not to any vocation, nor conſidering how ſoon the 
Lordeanempry a fall Veſſel], and make rhe River Iordan, yea, the 


knowing what courſe'to take, he is made to ſtand diftrated, and} 
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red SeaUry asdry ground, and then what will become of their chi]. 
dren > Yea, as not conſidering that to leave children much wealth 
and not ſome ſufficiency for gaod imployment of themſelves, is tg 
leavethem furniſhed ro doe themſelves hurt and others, ard tori 
all ronought quickly, But many of the poorer ranke are guilty of 
this fault roo, who give themſelves ſo to unthrifrineſle, that they cp. 
not beſtew ſo much as reading and writing onthem, much lefſe ſome 
higher calling to which theſe ſhould fir them. If any mans unpre. 
ventable poverty diſable him, we blame him not for that towhich 
neceſſity compels him,only ſorhat he pull nor that neceſlity On him. 
ſelfe : buthe that ina poore eſtate hath not ſome care tobring 
his children to worke, and if he cannot effe& ir kimſelfe, doth no 
herein ſeeke help of the publique and able perſons, is not ſo good; 
Parent as nature will teach him that he ſhould; therefore now] 
commend 7acobs patterne toyoureyes, and pray you to Cut our, your 
lives according to his ſcantling : Be not wanting to your childrens 
welfare, the common proſperity, and your owne comfort, Let net 
others have cauſe to beftow upon. you the reproofe of Solomon, 4 
|Prov.29.15, | childe Left to himpſelfe, maketh his Mother aſhamed and what is hee but 

left to himſelfe and the devill, that is not acquainted with any profi. 
table employment in a calling > And let me ſpeake ſomething to 
children inthis behalfe : If Parents take never ſodue care, and chil. 
drenwill caſt off the yoake, what can the Parents doe > Therefare 
you muſt learne you ſelves to praQiſe ſubjeQion to your Parents; as 
in all other things, ſo in this. 

Be carefull in the callings wherein your Parents have thought fi 
to place you, that you may getability inthem to doe good to your 
ſelves and others. The inconveniences that elſe will prefle you here- 
after ſhall prove more burdenſome unto your conſciences, whenyou 
ſhall beupbraided with theſe thoughts, ab, I might have donemell 
but for mine owne wiltulneſſe , had I anſwered my Parents careand 
coſt, it would not have been thus evill with me. 

17. He blefſed| But now to a ſecond duty performed to them all : Hee bleſſed 
altkizctil- | them all according torhcir ſeverall bleſſings, as is noted of him, that 
{Gen 49.28, | is, he pronounced in Gods name, and by way of promiſe from him, 
| what good things God would doe for each of them in his poſterity 
that was tocameafter him. Fora mans ſelfe is bleſſed, when hee 1s 
aflured that benefits ſhall be granted to his childrens children in fu- 
ture generations, 
Wemuſtbles| Now inthis way of blefling we cannor imitate bim, becauſe wee 
our children, | want the Spirit of propheſie to forerel| future events; but there 184 
rnovph not 3s | way Of blefling which lycthuponeachofus, we mult pray fora blel- 
ling to our children, and tour poſterity after us, and muſt carry Our 
ſelves ſorcligiouſly, and righteduſly,that we may procure ableſiog 
to them by vertue of Gods promiſe to the ſeed of the right&Ouse 


Prov 20.7. | 4 good manmalketh in bu integrity, and his children ſhall be blaſen afie 
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him : and Bleſſed i the man that feareth the Lord, hi children ſhall be like | Pſal.12.1. 
Oliveplants. Loe how you mult bleſſe your children, tears God, 
walke uprightly, and then ſhall you conveigh a bleſſing tothem. 
' And ſoit is laid, He & ever mercifull, and lendeth, and his ſeed is bleſs: Pſal.37.26, 
ſed, There cannor' be a better Countellor than Gods Spirit, ſee | -... - 
the way of bleſſing your children, and you that have curſed your 
children, (as many aFather hath done bath with bitrer curſes in word, 
and alſo by walking ina way of curſedneſic) abhorre your ſelves that 
[havewalked intoa way quite contrary to that wherein [acob did walk. 
[The Lord hath appointed, that the Son which curſeth, the F ather ſhould 
diethe death, Alrhough the Parent owe not fo muchreſpe, reve- 
rence, and gratitude to the childe as on rhe other fide, yer ſure hee 
doth owe as much love (and this curſing contraditeth love, be- 
{cauſe tolove is to.wiſh well, and to curle,is ro wiſh ill) therefore 
God will puniſh him ſeverely alſo, that curſeth his children, : 1 
doe not meane,, him that in Gods name doth pronounce a curſe 
againſt them, but him that in his fury doth make ſome ill wiſh | 
againſt them, i 
 Ohow unnaturall is that man, who doth worſe than ever it was | 
beard that any bruit beaſt bath done yet ! thar. is, in a rage tear. 
eth his owne children in pieces, It it bea proofe of an unſanQiified, 
man, that His mouth i full of curſing and bitterneſſe, then ſure he is 
extrcamely unſanRified, that curſeth his owne children ; for that 
mouth is full of curſing to the very brim, that will daſh over againſt 
|the fruit of ones owne body. But you that bave not yer caſt off all, 
ſomuch as likeneſſe ro Chriſtianicy, I pray you learneof ſo holy a |- 
man ; Blefle your children in your kinde, as he did in his : live 
[norin ſo wicked courſes, as may curſe your ſeed and root them 
[ont to deſtraRtion, IF you defire thar God ſhould grant proſpe- | 
[tity ro your off. ſpring , walke in the wayes of his Comman- 
ents, | 
| Intereſt your ſelves intohis promiſes, by being upright and mer: 
|cifull, and following every good way. 
- ButT proceed to let you ſee what 7acob did to ſome of his chil. 
den in particular. 
| Firſt, S?»con and Levi that had committed a great murder, hee | r8, He repro- | 
|reproved them, although indeed I rhinke with roo much lenity, ſay. | 1-4 ines 
[in, Tehavetroubled me, &c. In which words he aggravates the fault | «4, 


their murder, 
from the miſchiefe it was like to bring upon himſelfe, not mention- | Gcn- 34:30. 


ge finfulneſſe againſt God, perbaps becauſe he ſaw their remper 
tobe ſuch, that they would little regard the fin, but would be ſome- 
what moved with the danger ; but on his death-bed he is juſtly ſe- 
vere, ſaying, Curſed betheir rage, fgy it was fierce ; and their fury, for it 
Pa cruel! : as inthe former verſe Mt had ſaid, O my ſonle, come wot thou 
 |imotheirſecret z, therefore alſo doth he difinherite them, ſaying, 1will 
&vide them, oc. 


og | ; Ge 2 They | 
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| 76 | Oz. The Exampleof Guav. 26. 
| They ſhall be but a poore and deſpiſed Tribe, and not inherire ani, 
tire portion, 
4.8 Bikes So likewiſe for &:ubex, who had defiled his bed ; we reade of ng. 
for hivinceſt, [thing he ſaid to him before, yet on his deathbed he deprives anddif, 
Gen, 49-34 | ithhetites bim for it, Thos ſhalt net excel{ , meaning, (ſhall not hay 
che double portion, and preheminence that belongeth ro the fir; 
borne, becauſe thou wenteſt up ro thy Fathers bed, Doe you nox 
chinke that itdid put Simeon, Levi, and Rewben, the three eldeſt ſons 
anto ſorrow and ſhame > when they heard theſe words from their 
now dying Fathers mouth , you bave been inceftaouſly lewd Reehen, 
therefore you ſhall not be mine heire ; and you Simeon and Lomj 
were furiouſly revengefull, therefore neither ſhall the bleſſing bee 
ours. 
| All Parents muſt learte to admoniſh and reprove their childye 
for their faults, and to chaſtiſe them alſo, and ſhew rheir diſlikeof 
their faults, though for ſome neceſſary circumſtances wee bee not 
bound to follow 7acob, yet for the matter of the duty wee muſt fol. 
low bim, 
If our children give themſelves to finfall courſes, wee mul 
call them to us, chide them, ſhew our diſpleaſure again them, 
diminiſh the teſtimonies of our love, which elſe wee ſhould 
ſhew, and by that meanes helpe forward their repentatice fo much 
as nay be, 
Eſpecially, when a man lies on his death-bed, hee ſhoald net for 
get then to leave ſome ſuch words ſticking in his childrens minds, 
as may cauſe them more ſeriouſly tobee humbled , that if they har 
nor yer beenduly ſorrowfull, rbey may then begin to be humbled 
the conſideration of a Parents dying words; if they have, yet they 
may make their humiliation more deep and piercing, 72 
He greatly 1o-| But for Teſeph and Benjamin , he loved them both exceedingly 
"we loſtph = more than any of their brethren : Partly, becauſe they were the ſon 
© - ona of his beſt beloved wife; partly becauſe they were his youngeſt 
children, dillings as we call them, and chiefly, becauſe theymete 
the beſt of his children, at leaſt, 7oſeph was, and for Bexjamin he was 
| the leaſt evill, if he did not ſhew any great vertue, VVhat affeAion 
grew towards theſe, in thoſe two former reſpe&s, is bur a thing na- 
' |turall, Ir isnaturall to love the youngeſt, becauſe when they bee 
young, no expeRation of more is left; and becauſe the elder deing 
growne up, have not ſo much preſent occaſion of being till 
.hand, and of receiving of thoſe kinde of teſtimonies of Jove, 
and becauſe the youngeſt being leaſt able to helpe themſelves, 
doe call the Parents heart more towards chem. It is alfo natv- 
rall to love the children of themgery well, whoſe owne ſelves one 
hath fo loved, | 
If therefore one doe follow nature it theſe particulars, he 1s #0! 


to bee blamed. Onely this you muſt obſerve , that Lacobs = | 
| | 


/ 
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- . 
to Rathels children made him not negle& Leahs quite, or be carelefle 


ofdoing for them what became him to doe. 
Take heed you Parents that have had, or may have more wives 
ſucceſſively, though nor together, that the preſent wife (who if her 


jll carriage binder not, muſt needs be beſt beloved, becauſe ſhe is pre- 
ſent roreccive love, and torequite it) I fay, that the preſent wife 
make you not negle& or wrong the dead wives children, If it doe, 
God may croſſe you in the children of the living. God hath ex- 

fly taken order for this caſc, and given this Commandement in 
the Law, If 4 man have two wives, one beloved, the other hated, that is, 
comparatively hated, lefle loved, and children by them both, he 
ſhall nor give the birth- right from the ſonne of the lefle loved, if he 
be firſt bortte, to the ſonne of the more loved, but ſhall acknow- 
ledge him for the heire, which is ſo, though his mother finde leſſe 
favour in his eyes. 


ſon, when he ſuffers his affeions to be miſguided by ſuch reſpeRs, 
as in true judgement ſhould not over-rule them. Bur to love the 
childe the better for the mothers ſake, is no way unwarrantable, ſo 


thatir be not with ſuch an exceſſive love as produceth injury or neg- 
let againſt the reſt : Only one thing common now amongſt us, I 
muſt not let paſſe without a kinde of wondring how it ſhould come 
'topaſſe that many with us hate the Mother, yer dote of the childe, 
or hate the Father, yetbe fond of the Son. 

Surely either the bad carriage of the Parent quencheth affeQion, 
orelſe toloath the roote, and love the fruit, is a thing no way con- 
formable toright reaſon. | 
* Bur Zacob is much to bee commended for that he loved 7oſeph moſt 
for his goodnefſe ; Hee was his beſt ſonne, and hee amongſt all 
that were come toany growth, did ſhew forth the feare of God ear- 
ly. That ſhould rule the love of Parents to their children moſt of all, 
where they ſee moſt holinefſe and feare of God, there ſhould they 
beare moſt affeion. 

For as any thing is moſt lovely, ſo with due reſervation of other 
reſpe&s, moſt love ſhould bee ſhewed : as if I have five children, 
all being children, and one having moſt grace, ſhould be moſt loved, 
becauſe grace makes moſt lovely, ſeeing it proves a man to bee 


{loved of God, therefore muſt that childe be loyed mere than any of 


thereſt, and ſo inother like reſpe&s; The moſt gracious kinſman, 
the moſt graciousneighbour , che moſt gracious poore man. 
They thereforeare even rotten in naughtineſle, that love the moſt 


| godly childrenleaſt, yea, that hate ſuch ; and they are but weake 


in goodneſſe ſure, whoſe loves are drawne more by baſe attractives, 
than by grace. _ | 


Surely, the liker we be to God in our love and hatred, the bctter 


we be, and the more unlike the worſe. 


It isa great fault, and ſhewes a man is led by paſſion, not by rea- 


Deutr.zr.15, {| 
16,17, | 
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Therefore Tacob gave the double portion of Land to loſephs fiock. 
which was one of the dignities attending the firſt borne ; and the 
preheminence of government he gave to 1#dah, becauſe he knew that 
Chrift, the Ralerof the Church was ro come of him, and fo was leq 
by due reaſon in both bis bequeſts. | 

And of Iacobs vertues to his Domeſticks you have heard: now how 
he 1s to ſtrangers. | 
12. Hecurtes. | Ve havebuttwo paſſages of his carriage that way, which come 
ouſly alurech | tO ry tninde ; Firſt, thoſe that he nact withall ar Padev Aram when 
| en oft. | he came thither ; They were Shepheards, men of his owne profeſſi. 
I” on, and he curteouſly ſaluteth them, and carrieth himſelfe with | 
| Gcn.29.4 | kinde of familiarnefle rowards them, for he callerh them brethren, 
detnands where they dwell, enquires of rhem abour his Vaclesmel. 
fate, and gives them husbandly counſell abour their catrell : and {6 
ſhould every man ſtand diſpoſed to men, as they be men, t 
dwelling many miles diftant from him, he ſhould ſhew himſelf 
amiable, mecke, loving, ready to ſalute them with good words, and 
titles, and to ſpeake lovingly tothem, to give them good advice, and 
todoe any other good office, as occaſion may offer ir ſelfe. Ve arc 
commanded to 8hew all meekneſſe to all wen, and to Keepe peace with of 
men, and beſides brotherly love, To be charitable ts all, and roaccount 
a ſtranger aneighbour, in loving him as our ſelves. For God hath 
made all mankinde of oneblood, and knit them together in divers 
common bands. All be of one kinde, all of one Parenr,matter,form, 
all redeemed with one blood, wherefore all muſtbe loved, and kind. 
lydealtwith, 

They therefore who are churliſh, ſowre, crabbed to firangers, and 
| can ſcarce ſpeake to them in any curteous accear, yea, that arc aptif 

they meet with ſuch, to give them flours and taunts, rather than 
good words, and tooffer them injury, rather than cohelp them wi 
any good advice, are worthy to be called Swine, rather than Men, 
For even beaſts them ſelves ſhew ſome reſpet unto thera of the ſame 
kinde, more than thoſe of another , unleſſe it beſome moſt fierce 
beaſts, and when occaſionof quarrell falleth out betwixtthem., 

And let me now commend thevertue ofhumanicy unto you, that 
is, of being ready to ſhew love toman, as he ts man, and becauſebets 
a man, one made after Gods owne image, and proceeding out ofthe 
ſameccommonroote. We all met im 4dws loynes, and in Nye; 
| let as therefore doc good even toftrangers. This good willwhich 
is communicared2to ſuch, favours leaſt of felf-love, and of felf-re- 
ſpe&, and is thereforethe more to be commended. It tends to the 
unitingof the-commonbody ofthe world together, and tomakc all 
|mankmdehappy. 
| Andbrethren, are not all (as they are men) equally dearetto'God? 
|why therefore ſhould not all be in ſome meaſure-deare to cach other, 


| [ meane equally deare in reſpe@&of rhe common work of Camps: : 
| u 
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| - But /4c06 here thewed ſpecially love to Rachel, tor be ſalutes her; | 19.H- Gewe! | 
| and takes paines to water her Sheepe, Surely a neare kinſwoman | Þ-ciIltove 
| may challenge and muſt baye 3 larger portion of love than a mere 74 nonoIy 
| ranger, and he that is not ſomewhat moved by the title of Ynelc; | 
| Colin, 2nd ſo forth, will ſcarce be moved by that of a man : they 
be therefore in ſome degree deſtitute of naturall affeRian, who: are | 
led nothing by kindred, nnlefſe there þe ſome riches found with a 

kinſmwan, by which be may doe them ſome credit or advantage. 

Let none of you be ſo, but (ſhew due reſpe to a kinſman or kjnſ. 
women, rich or poore; for maiſt not thou need their kindnefle here- 
after, as they thine for the preſent > 

And ſo much for 7acebs vertues to theſe ſtrangers. 

Now to Pharaoh he was a ſtranger too, but he was a King, and a 
King that had advanced his fon 7oſeph : Wherefore comming and | : He thank- 
going be bleſſed him, that is, thanked him for his extraordinary | (4 74070 for 
kindcefſeto Joſephand all his for 1oſephs ſake z praying God to blefle | thewedto 16 
hin for it, ſeph, 
$obewasa thankfull man, and ready to give thankes for a benefit. 
Spmuſt we be to all chat have pleaſured us, though they be far lefle: 
perſans, and have pleaſured us in far leflerchings. And thus of 1acobs. 


pereues., 

| Now of his faules, which are neither many nor great, but ſome | His fayles, 
[they were,as there was never any man(except our Lord Ieſys Chriſt) 
[inwhom ſome fin was not found ; 

Firſt then, he was ſomewhor faulty cowards God, in that he did | 7. Hewara 
ſkew himſelfa lictle forgetful of bis Vow made to God in histrou- | 6.112 | 
|ble,and deferred the performance of it ſomewhat roo long, cven till | Vow made ro | 
|ibe Loxd did force him untoir bya ſore chaſtiſemene, and that cha-| oo. 0 
[tifemenc would not ſerve to revive his memory, till in a Viſioa the ah 
|Lprd fpake unto him, and wiſhed him to goe to Bethel, and there to 
[1earean Alter unto him , that had appeared to him when hee fled 
\kom tbe face of his brother. It was twenty yeares ſpace be- 
wixt the Y ow, and Tacobs returne, ſo that ic may ſeeme that Iecob 
had well neare forgotten the Vow, A good man may grow forget- 
[fallofa Vow in twenty yeares, and indeed omiffions through farget- | 
kulvefle avd commuſſions cehrougb inconfiderateneſſe, arc not un- | 
nOnted .in good men. I pray you looke that none of you offend 
throngh che ſame example afforgerthiiineſle ; indeed there are greater 
faults, but a good man muſt ſhew his uprightneſſe.by forſaking all 
favles, great as well as (mall, and ſmall as well as great. 
| Now let me put you in minde of your former forgetfulneſſe : Ts 
there none of you that bath formerly bound himſelfe to God by a 
Vow, and bath either deferred wittingly, or pur off chrough forger- | 
ſulneſſe theaccomplifhmentofit > If fo, let him naw be induced , 
torememberbimſelfe,and romake all convenienc haſt to make good | 
his Vow, forfeare the Lord ſ:nd ſome heavy.crofſe upon him, $9 
waken 
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waken his conſcience by terrours, /aceb ſhould have conſidered his 
promiſe to God foſoone as the Lord had brought him ſafely home 
ro his Fathers houſe, bur it ſeemeth he deferred it, for that was the 
time preſcribed in his Vow. 

I pray you doeas 7:cob ſhould havedone, not as he did, in athin 
wherein it is evident that he did amiſſe, and call to minde often the 
Eceleſ.s.z, | words of Solomon, When thou voweſt a V ow umto the Lord, defer not ty 

it, for hc hath no pleaſure in fooles; pay what then oweſt : and before hin 
Deut,23.22. | Moſes in the Law ſaith, Be nor ſlack to performe thy Yowes, If you haye 

tyed your ſoules in an oath to God, defer not from day to day, bee 
not forgetfull. 

It is a great careleſnefle to forget a great bond, and to let the pai. 
ment be put off from time rotime ; yet it any man have commitred 
ſach ain, he muſt not bediſcouraged : the {in is nor to be unduly] 
extenuated, nor yet aggravated above meaſure, It is ſuch a fault az 
calleth for unfained repentance, and that done, ſhall bee pardoned, 
yea, the moſt wilfall breach ofa Vow is pardonable to the penitent, 

But other faults hc is to be blamed for inreſpeR of his Parents; 
qg=n6/ enrol Firſt, he abuſed his old Father with lies and diflembling ; the lie 
his 014 Father | it ſelfe and diffimulation we meddle not with in ir ſelfe, but thathee 
withliczand | bare ſolittle reſpeCt unto aged Iſaac, as to goe about to mocke him 
oF! - -|with tricks andtales. Indeed before his doing of it his conſcience 

rold him, that this was a (in, and yet be was induced by his Mother 

to doe it, Sohe ſinned in this againſt his conſcience. 

 Haveany of you done the like offence, bur in a worſe manner, and 
roaworſe end towards your Fathers, to hide your faults, or to wreſt 
meney from them to ſerve the turne of your inordinate luſts, fla 
them in the mouth, as our proverbe 1s, with leaſings, and abaſedthe 
weakneſle of their ſences,memory or diſcretion,with cheating tricks. 
This is a villany, God puniſhed it ſeverely in 7acob, though be didit 
at his Mothers inſtigation, and that to keep his Father from giving 
away the bleſſing. How much more muſt God puniſh in you, that 
perhaps have done it oftner, and that without any ſuch motive, and 
to far worſe purpoſes 2 

Come, as you have ſinned with 7cob, repent with him, for though 
the Scripture doth not rehearſe his repentance in particular, yet be- 
cauſe he is commended for faith, wee are ſure that he could not but 
| repent for ſoknowne a ſin, and ſo I beſeech you doe you all that are 
guilty, and you alſo ſhall be pardoned. 

And now doe not embolden your ſelves to fin any of you by the 
abuſe of his example,for you ſee into how great miſery this faultcaſt 
bim ; but rather learne by him to ſhun that which coſt him ſodeare. 
acob had nota former example to terrifie him,as you have his, 74:0 

had not the Scripture (as you have) toterrifie him : Let our hearts 
reſolve tohbatea fin, and ſtrive againſt itthe more, becauſe in others 
we may ſec our aptneſſe toit, And ler us beware that we paſle not 
| over- 
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over-baſty centures upor them thar bave fo offended, yea, though 
they bave herein negleRed the checks of their owne conſciences : 


| We muſt not judge any man as an bypocrite, for aty fault that is 


common to him,wich laces, 


obedience, for be was ruled by her againſt Gods Commandemenr 
ſhebade bim diſſemble 2nd lie, and dy her faire words and perſwaſi- 
ons he was Urawne to commit that great fin of lying.: It is an eaſic 
matter for Inferiours toobey their Governours copy, not- in' the 
Lord, not with reſervation of theirdury to Gadj/ but alitele'tooun- 
limicedly, which is a fault that muſt needs be very offenſe to God 


loved. | | 

But if you have done otherwiſe, be not diſheartned, but returne 
wmto God with confeſſions and humble petitions,renewing your for. 
mer purpoſes, and you ſhall be pardoned. For the Lord is at this 
time as abundant in mercy toall that call upon him, as formerly hee 
was : Neither letany man ſuffer himſclfe to entertaine too hard & 
conceit againſt another whom he ſhall ſee to have been either over- 
intreated, or by threatenings over-borne, to doe ſome evill thing art 
aSuperiours motion ; but confider thine owne weaknefſe, and re. 
member, that even 7acob did {o too, and that when he was now paſt a 
chikde, for he was at leaſt ſixty yeares when he did this, ſo that no 
partof the blame cat) fall on the weakneſſe of youth or childhood, 
But in reſpe& of his children fome faults he was guilty of, 

Firſt, he did exceflivelyJove 7ofeph, and-indiſcreetly manifeſt his 
love unto him, ſo thar his brethren diſcerning it, were enviouſly diſ- 
poſed ro him, and procured him much miſery. 

This is a weaknefſe of Parents, not alone to overlave ſome childe 
aovethe reſt, but alſo ro ſhew it too apparently, to the breeding of 
evy in the bearts of the reſt, and ſometimes pride and felf-coneeir 
whim that findes himſelfe over-loved, and ſo doth 'miſchicfe hoth 


o_ 
Ta 


mayes, | 

"be inftrued you Parents ro moderate your affyions to your 
children, and tocach childe, and to moderate the demonſtrations of 
jour affe&ions; let them net be too vehement, too frequent, too 
fondling, 

I know it is invaine to givethisdiricion to Parents, forthey will 
it ſee out of the blindneſſe that love workerth,what is too vehement 
love, and what be too vehement expreſſions of it, and rules todifcern 
|!t can hardly be given. For thoſe of nor ſparing them in any fin, 'and 
[te like, doe diſcover rather the unſaniry of love in other TR 
Ct than 


——  — 


Further, Zacob offended inregard of his mother, with an excefſe of 
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1tbanthe exccfle, Ir is alone a fleſhly, nor a ſpirituall love, when iz 
will ſuffer them to fin, but it may be exceſſive; though it be nor g&. 
treamly carnall, Prayto God to diſcover it to you, and to reforms 
[itin you; Iris betterto love roo much than too little, But zt i betty 
to ſhew love too little, than to ſhew it too much, eſpecially it it beyith 
- | partiality. 
And Bexjamin | Againe, Iacob was ſomewhat tyed towards Benjamin, and woull 
alſo. , - | not ſuffer him to goe outof his ſight, for feare lett evill ſhouldbe. 
©0-42:3* | ride him by the way, andrather endured to be almoſt ſtarved, thanty 
hazzard him ina journey, This was a little too immoderate | 
| and feare too.,- bur he had loſt one ſon ina journey, and he is tobee 
ſomewhat more pittied in this feare, becauſe of that former loſſe, 
yet at laſt he ſuffered himſelfe to be over-perſwaded by 74h, 1g 
| deed at firſt he was over-peremptory , cy ſox ſhall not gee down, | 
To his family. | Take heed of theſe faults, take heed of __ {o fond and over. fears. 
| 5: 1n general. | full of your children, ſo that you cannot ſuffer them to take neceſl, 
|: Howcame | ry journies leſt they may miſcarry : ard be not over-reſolute in 
| falſe godxinto | thing, this I will notdoe, that I'will not doe, God may have pur 
m4" 7.4 | poſed that that ſhall bedone which thou reſolveſt ſhall not ; benor 
42.36, over- ſetled ina purpoſe about things of this nature, for againſ fig. 
full deedsa man muſt be reſolute, and it is better to faile of keeping 
ones reſolution, than not to have it, and that alſo ſtrong, 
zacob hewes | , Further, Jacob was a little too wayward with his ſonnes, when he 
ſocarclefſe a | blamed them for telling the Ruler of Zgyprt, that he had yetans 


| nyo ' ther ſon : we muſt beware of growing pettiſh, becauſe we be croſſed 
4 


might commit | in any thing ſoas to accuſe the faultleſle, but in ſuch caſe rather 
this grearfault | looke up to Gods hand, and cendemne not thoſe that are guiltleſle 
knowledge, | ſaying, it was long of you, and why did you ſo 2 when thethingfol 
lowed alone accidentally, and as we call it, by meere chance; {o 
that no foreſight could diſcerne or prevent what would follow. 
2, He hated But 7acob over-lamented Zoſeph too, and ſo becomes an exampleot 
Leab, i.c.com- | exceſhveneſle of griefe,which likely will attend upon exceſſive love. 
peer FE One affeion put out of tune, brings anorher into the ſame diſtem- 
boncſter, and | per 2 O take heed of ſuffering this paſſion of over-grieving at 4 
moremecke, | childes death, though ſudden and violent, or any other crofſe to pre 
wifc, vaile over you ſo, that you ſhall even ſer your ſclves togrieve, and re 
fuſe to take heartto your ſelves, and aſe your owne reaſon tocom- 
fort your ſelves. | 


The three laſt things concerning 7aceb, are his benefits, croſſes, 
[and death. 


:.Nis benefits, } Now we muſt ſpeake of the great benefits which God gave t9 /- 
cob, which are of two ſorts. | 

x.$piriruall, | - Firſt, Spirituall, . - Secondly, Temporall, 
| The ſpirituall benefits are of two ſorts. 

I. The chiete and principall. 

2. Thoſethat followed hercupon, 
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The chietc {piricuall bleſhng was this, that he made him.a godly | r. He wasa | 
man, giving bim true faith, fo that he did unfainedly;beleevein God, godly man, 
and was aright godly and religious man, Foxit is noted of him,that | 
he beleeved in God, and was an heire with Abraham of the ſame pro. 
miſcs, both concernipg the land of Canaan, as a Type, apd heaven it | 
ſelfe, the thing figured by the land of Capaan; So Tacob;was a true 
ſervant of God, and member of Chriſt, and .inheritour of heaven,and 
[om him the Church is many times called by the name of 7acob and | 
[jrael,” And this is the greateſt good that can be found; in this life, 
incompariſon of which, all other benefits, are of no valye, and with: 
oyt which, other things are nor- ſufficient ro make aman bappy, 
though be ſhould poſleſſe them in never ſo great abundance; for 
what wil itadvantage a man to win the whole world, and: loſe his 
owne ſoule. | 26k | | 
Now therefore we muſt learne moſt earneſtly to. (erke this bene- | 
|frwhich God is rcady to give tous, as wellasto him; For Iacreb was 
not godly by nature, nor by any power of his owne, bug by. the free 
prace'of God, and the mighty and ſaving worke of his owne bleſſed] 
Spirit, which Spirithe hath promiſed to all that aske; even as: un- | 
doubredly as any tender hearted Father wilkgiye food unto his hun- 
grychilde that ſhall crave it at his hands. ,- ,' Te 
\ 'Letno man bediſcouraged becaule of thegerruption, and naugh- 
tiveſſeof his nature, for the ſame bad.and deppaved.nature: was found. | 
i0 Zacob that in himſelte, ſeeing /acobalſowasa ſon of, Adam, by. cor- 
rupt nature a childe of wrath, and heirc of death aswell-as any other ; 
but God did circumciſe bis heart as wel] as bis fleſh; and made him | 
partakerof the divine nature, by which be prexailed againſt the cor» | 
ruptions that are in the world through luſt. VWherefge:tJet each'of 
us take notice of hisowne wickednefſe, and.inability<0, make him- | 
\ſelfe good, and of his manifold ſins, and inability to procure pardon 
ofthem to himſelfe ; and let bim earneſtly gall upon. God to worke | 
tae repentance, and unfained faith in him, andthe Lord will graci- | 
ouſly worke theſe things in him, as well as in 7acob, ang, will pardon 
bis ſing, and ſanRifie his ſoule, and make him an inbericour of his 
teavenly Kingdome. | | 41 
ITheſcech you therefore, bury, not your ſelyes in the. world, and.in | 
be fludy ofcarthly things, buy Seeks firſt rhe King dome of God, and hi 
righteonſaeſſe, and labour to core; inra the llate of Prace by medira- 
io ogthe Goſpell, ſecing your, miſery in.your ſelyes, and endea- 
Ouring to turne unto the Loxd. | | 
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Forinthe Churchnoman is lefe deRirute of grape, us chrough 
bis pun open in negleRing the great (alyation that is there offered | 
unto him. | | 19-6 naghl [H9I3 wo re 439 £55 

Againe, thoſe ro whom the Lord hath. pleaſed to ſhew the ſame 
goodneſle, working inthem true faith, inabling; them. to beleeve 1n 
bis merey through Chriſt, and to walke in his wayes with, truth and 
Ko AY _ ___vprightneſle 
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; | Gen." + The Exampleof Cuar.6, 
1 xk var of hearr, maſt learne' to ſhew themſelves cxceedin 
thadkfull to Godfot this mercy, and ſtrive to take comfort in it, Fn. 
rowalkeworthy of it. Blefle God with conſtant and daily bleſſings, 
chat hath bleffed thee with ſpiriruall bleſſings in Chriſt, and rejoyce 
in'the riches of thar inheritance ro which thou art intereſſed ang 
(halt poſſeſſe; whatſoever wants, afli tions, crofſes thou maiſt bee 

exerciſed withall; yerbeglad in the Lord, and count thy ſelfean 
happy man, becauſe the Lord hath granted rhee that which muy | 
abundantly ſatisfie thy ſoule in the want of all oucward things, and 
ſupporr thee' it all aflitions and miteries, and countervaile, and 
more then overweigh all manner of calamities, Let not the richmy 
rejoyce in his riches, nor the wiſe man in his wiſaome, nor the firong manin 
hu ard p66/or any man'in'afy terrene thing he hath;bur Lef himthy 
rejoyceth, rejoyce in this, that he knoweth me ſaith the Lord, It is our duny 
to raiſe upourhearts ſo, that nocarthly adverfity may coole or damy 
our prayers,anddiſmay our hearts, and fill uswith anguith and grief 
and that'nooutward benefirs may glut and ſatt our hearts, and tune 
us away frottytiking comfort in this true and everlaſting mercy. 
God hath avade us hisowne, given us faith, ſantified us by his 
-| Spirit, united usto his '$on, and cauſed us to ſee, beleeve, andem. 
*Þbrace bis promiſes. What though we want wealth, honour, ple 
fure,and theſe ſenſual benefits > He hath given us VVheate, What 
[rbough befe&Q us norwithhuskes > He bath giver us Gold, What 
though he'Iade ns notwith'dirt' > Hee hath given us himſelfe, and 
his Son. VWhartheeghhegive ns not the vanities of this life 2 It 
ivaſin foraÞodly mants be out of heart and comfortleſſe, becauſ 
of any orhet want: dnd%-any-otbet crofſe, If God have granted you 
this chiefe benefir, glory in it, and thinke that you have gortena 
| good porti® (9, thougHyouteſtate in the world be never ſo lowand 
poore ;| only'be ſure tharyour faith bee true, by cauſing you toa- 
bound in thoſe fruits -6f it which'we ſhewed you before, that it 
|brought'forth in /acob. > | 

| | "i Now I-cometo ſome lefle principall mercies flowing from this, 
2. Hebadche || © ''Firſt;*he gave him the priviledge of rhe firſt-borge, chat Chriſt 
| priviledge of || {ſhould come of him, and that the viſible Church ſhould continuein 
q -v0'3- | His p6Retity* : "That part of the dignity of the primogenitire, to 


| 


- | ave Chriſt thebleſſed ſeed come of him, canner be beſtowednpon 
ay Of tis t neither that;ro0 have a great Nation flow from our loines: 
char (haffbealſo the Chutch of -Go8;"and a Nation, in which tre 
| religion and piety ſhall becontinyed;” But ro have our children god- 


| ata members of the Church, that we'muſt earneſtly de- 


| | fire and ſeeke for,and that we mzyhope for and atraine, if we pray 
carneſtly for it, dn Age hi =o as good as we can, by bringing 
Hs wal $ 


 thenyp if he fruc Eitivledpe aft worſhipping of God. 
3. He had the 7 Furthet, Jacob had the blefling o&tven him ; #5 Fa _ 


Pas given "Firſt, by Ris Fatlicis rhiiftake, when he tooke him for his ag” ou 
| him, | 991977 774, 207OUS | | as, 
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| (GE Ne Facob. CHAaPll6, | 85 
[{a,r0 whom he intended the bleſſing z then after by his Fathers 
witting and deliberate pronouncing it upon him, by the direQion 
of Gods Spirit. 

| The former you may ſee pronounced upon him in Geneſis, where | Gcn.7.23,25, 
heſaith; God give thee of the dew of heaven, and after, God Almighty | * 29.34. 
Blefſe thee, and give thee the bleſiing of Abraham. This bleffing is the pO 
heltowing upon him all remporall benefits, fo far as they are ſubor- | 
linate to bis ſpiritaall : and then ſpirituall benefits, viz. all ſorts 


ofgraces by which he may be bappily guided to the poſſeſſion of 
life exernall., 


This is an excellent mercy, tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
znd ro be made partaker of the bleſſing of 4braham , even that God 
hall love one, take care of him, and proſper him in all things hee 
takes in band, and condu@ him ſafe to beaven at the length ; Seeke 
this blefſing of God , If you feare God and walke in his wayes, hee 
vill bleſſe you, if you fairhfully beleeve in Chriſt, and reſt upon 
him alone, you ſhall be bleſſed, for Chriſt hath freed us from the | 
curſe, and prepared the bleſſing tor us, if we be under the workes of | 
the Law, we are under the curſe, but if we be of the faith of Abrahenn, 
neſhall be bleſſed with faichfull 46braham, as S. Paul tels us. La- | Gal 39,19, 
bour tobeleeve, labour ro goe out of your ſelves, and to ſtay alone 
upon the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt by faich made yours,and then you 
ſhall inherice the bleſſing, and then you ſhall inberice the bleſking, 
and then you ſhall receive the pramiſe of the Spiric through faith, 
then God will keep his Covenant of grace with you, pardon your 
fins, give you his Spirit, and make all worke together for good. 
Through faith and patience you maſt inherite the promiſes, and the bleſ- 
long which Eſas was excluded from, (though he would bave inherited 
t)becauſe he ſought ir nor of God, but of 1ſazc his Father, 

And you that have right unto Gods bleſſing, becauſe you are 
kicthfull, rake comfort in it, and be thankfull for ir. Gods bleſſing 
ba rich thing, it is more than all honours, it is fruitfull of all com- | 
ores ; he that is bleſſed of God ſhall want no good thing, ſhall have 
earth and heaven, and all things that his heart can deſire. 

If any ſay, but we ſee that ſuch men meete with evill enough in 
the world >? 

The anſiver is, that if we looke with the eye of fleſh alone, wee 
thinke that we ſee it ſo, but we thinke falſly, for if wee would look 
with the eye of faith, we ſhould ſee it otherwiſe, for the bleſſing of 
|God cauſeth croſſes to worke for our ſpirituall good, for our in- 

creaſe of holineſſe and happineſle, and ir is the efficacy of Gods 
dleſſing , that it turnerh evill things unto good for them rowhom 
Ris granted : as it is the efficacy of Gods curſe, that it turneth 
allgood things to hurt in them thar lie under it. You may therefore 
deafſured you are under theblefling, whereof you may be aſſured, if 
dy a firme faith you cleave unto God. 
8 Hh | But] | 
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4. God did But further, the Lord did often appeare to 7aceb to confirme any 
— eſtabliſh his faith, and tro comfort his ſoule, and fill him full of fpi. 
corfi:me and |Tituall joy and peace. | 
eſtabliſh his Firſt, he appeared unto him when he was benighted in a deſolzt; 
Gun.2B [3.14 [and ſolitary place, when hee fled from his brother, and gave hin 
I. large and comfortable promiſes, that he would be his God,pgive tha 
land ro him and his ſeed, multiply his ſeed as the duſt, and inhj, 
ſeed blefle all Narions, and would keep him, and bring him agaige 
and never leave till he had fulfilled his g00d word. Doe bur thinks 
what a chearipg this was to 7acobs heart in this exigent ; that Gag 
bimſclfe'tooke care of him, and came ro him in ſnch an excellky 
viſion tocomforthim, oben 

Secondly, God appeared to him againe when be lived in Lug 
houſe, and received vety hard meaſure from Laban about his wage 
| and gave him gracious promiſes to ſuſtaine his drooping ſpirit, bid. 
ding him looke on the Rammes leaping on the cattrel ring. ſtreaked 
| and bade him returne bome ro his Fathers houſe, promiſing hin 
that he would be with him : no doubt but though the grumbling 
' of Laban, and the diſcurteous carriage of his ſonnes, as well as hin. 
' ſelfe, did make the ſoule of 7acob ſad and penſive, yet the viſions 
| God cleared u p bis ſad countenafice, and enlivened his drooping pi. 
rit againe, and made him able to take comfort, notwithſtanding al 
thoſe injuries. 

Thirdly, God appeared againetnto him, after Laban was depatt 

ed from him, cauſing an whole hoſt and army of Angels to atrend 
\him,making him know that he ſhould be ſafe enough in his Churd, 
| how weakly ſoever be ſeemed ro goe provided : for theſe two hoſt 
of immortal! ſpirits would ſetve him againſt any rage of man. 
- And againe, God himſelfe appeared to him a little before his 
| brother Zſau met him, after be was informed of his comming , ad 
' though he wraſtled wich him, to rry his faith, yet ar laſk he bleſſed 
(him, and called him 7/7acl, and rold him, that He had power withCod 
| 45 4 Prince, andwith man too, and ſhouldprevaile : How did this gule 
away all his feares, and fill his ſoule with confidence and joy ? 

A fifth time God appeared unto him, and bleſſed him, and re 
newed the name of 7/74el to him, and promiſed to multiply him, and 
give the land of Canaan tohis ſeed afrer him. This alſo was agreat 
| conſolation to him, and confirmed him againſt the feares he concet- 
ved, leſt the men of the Countrey might be inſenced againſt himtor 
the wick<dnefle of his ſons. 

Yer a fixth time God appeared unto bim when he was about to 
goe downe tro Epgypr at his ſon 79ſephs ſending for him, and roldbim 
be was his God,bid him nor feare, told bim be woald make him 2 
great Nation, &c. as you may there reade, which was a moſt joyfall 
and comforrablerhing unto the old mans ſbale. 


Here now is a great favour, which God affoorded to this $009 
man, 
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gan, he appeared to him oftner than ever he had done to aby of his | 
'Forcfathers, thar ever we reade of, 
- Ifany ſay, what is that tous, ro whom God uſeth not now to ap- ; 
pearc ia dreames and vifhons, and like kindes of apparitions ? ee 
 Tanlwer. Itis much to uns, and we inuſt confider whether God L. 
youchlafe ro appearc tous alſo, For now he appeareth more ſpiritu- 
ally, but not lefſe comfortably to his {crvanes; when we come to 
'his Word and finde him there, in his Ordinances, confirming our 
faith, trengthening our ſoules ; now he appearethrous. Sowhen we 
comet0 bis Sacrament, and by it tecle an increaſe of faith, and in 
ward joyes, now we ſee God. Soin meditations, and {oliloquies, 'O 
ſabour to carry your ſelves {o, that you may ſee God in his Sancua- 
ry,as Davidſaith inthe Plalme, and that your hearts may be filled 
with ſpiricuall joy, Theſe ſpirituall viſGons are the comfortable} 
things in cheworld, when we labour to walke humbly with God, 
then will hee: come to us, and ſhew himſclfe rous, as our Lord 
miſeth, and ſuppewithus, everi make ns to feele his favour in 
ſenſible manner. | 
And it God doe appeare to us ſo, you are to eſteeme highly of | 
his favour, and to ſtudy to require his mercy by a more catcfull en. 
deavour to walke holily betore: and with him, 
; -Laſtly, a great ſpirituall bleſſing ir.was, that God heard his pray- 
ers, when he prayed to him in hi-1everall necoffiries, and that hee was 
able to prevaile with God, as you have heard before that he did. 
That a ponre meane worime ſhould have accefſe unto the Throne of 
gracewith confidence, and ſhould no ſooner aske any thing of God, 
{but chat che Lord opers his care and grants it, whar a ſingular pri. 
wiedge is ic,and this is a mercy promiſed toal!l Saints. For ſofaith 
our Saviour, 1/my mords abide in you, and you abide inme, aske what you 
wo and you ſhall haveit. And againe, S. /o%n telleth us, This is our 
wfidence , that whatſoever we aike according to his will , he hearth us : 
Therefore let us keepe our intereſt into this mercy , by not ha. 
mg reſpec to finne in oar hearts, and by conſtant enceavour to 
nalke holily before the Lord, And it we have found, and doe finde 
God favourable to us ia this kinde, ſothat weloſe nor our prayers 
which wee makeuntohim, let us then comfort our ſelves 1n rhis | 
benefit, and be carefull to yeeld as obedient an care to his word , 
8 hee doth yeeld a patienteare toour ſupplications. 
© And now of 7acobs temporall benefits. 
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. Firſt, he was bleſſed with a large eſtate in the world, according to 
bisprofeſſion, being a Shepheard, bis flocks did thrive, he had cat- 
telland ſervants in abundance. God bleſſed him in Labazs houte, 
and made all the ſtronger cattell to bring forth juſt ſuch kinde of 
young as Laban had conſented to give him for his wages; fo that he 
conld'notbur ſee a Divine hand, taking Labans goods, and giving 
them to him, as himſelfe noteth. 
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Hh 2 Riches 


2, His tempae 
ra]|benchts. 
1. He hada 
lirge cſtate, 


Gcn.21.9: 
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2, God delive- 
red him out of 
all adverſity, 
Gen.4a8.16. 
Vouchſafed 
him tarcc 
grear delive- 
rances, 
IsFrom Eſas. 


2, Laban, 
Gcn.z3,10, 


Gene31.42, 


3. The Inha« 
birants of the 
Countrey, 
Genez $:5 8 


3, 1«tob had a 
large \ff- 
{pring. 
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Riches are no great matter, but when God giveth them as tokens gf 
his love and tender reſpec, they are deſirable, Let thoſe that enjoy 
chem,be ſure that they come to them from God as fruits of his gogg. 
neſle, orelſe the worſt men may be wealthier than the beſt, Ang 
let thoſe that are upright with 7acob, learne to truſt God with thei; 
eſtate, and to know that what ſhall be good for them, ſhall be eq. 
{onably provided for them. 

Secondly, God delivered him out of all adverſity, as himſelfe ſaith on 
his death-bed ; The Angel that redeemed me from all evill. 

- His three greateſt dangers were firſt from Eſau, both when hee 
went unto Padap Aram, and when hee returned ; at the forme 
time God brought him ſafe ro Padan, and ſoreſtrained the minde 
of Eſas, that then hee pur off the thought of killing him, to his F;, 
thers death , and at the later time God ſo melted him, that hee 


. | ſhewed himſelfe exceeding kinde, and fell upon his neck and kiſſe 


him, inſtead of killing him, which hee had intended ; and there. 
fore hee tels Eſau , that hee had ſeene his face as the face 0f 
G o D. 

Laban purſued him too with a purpoſe to ſtrip him of all, andy 
ſend himempty home, and he had power in his hand to doe it, 
himſelfe ſaith; but God appeared to him, and rebuked him, thy 
he durſt not handle him amiſle. 

[The Inhabitants of the Countrey were much inſenced again 
him inreſpe& of that outragious murder and rapine commitred up. 


| on the Sichemites, and by his Sons, in ſo much that 7acob feared 


much that they would purſue him, and cut him off: but God caſi 
feare into their hearts, ſo that they did not offer any violence unto 
him, as is noted by the Story. 

Theſe three great deliverances God vouchſafed 7acob. O lety: 
learne toturne to God, and to walke before him 1n truth, and then 
we ſhall bave God ready to helpus inall our neceffities, and at that 
time, and in thoſe exigents to provide for us meanes of eſcaped 
his providence, when our owne wit and ſtrength faileth z as we finde 
bim dealing with Jacob : What could he doc againſt Eſa, Labas,or 
the Inhabirants of the Countrey > Let us cleave to God, that hee 
may be our Buckleralſo, and our trong Tower, and Rocke ofde- 
fence, and if we have found ſo much favour with God, as to reſcue 
us out of ſuch dangers as ſeemed unpreventable , let not us attribute 
the deliverances to any other ſecondary cauſes, but even ſee Godin 
them, aſcribe them rohim, and learne thence to feare, honour, and 
praiſehim. Thoſe deliverances are indeed proficable, that arecords 
of kindnefle to ric us nearer to God. 

Hee that improveth not ſuch benefits rothat end, loſeth the moſi 
deſirable fruit of them. 

Further, 7acob had a large off. ſpring of children, twelve ſons and 


one daughter, this is a favour to give a man ſtore of children ; of 
| thele 


kat 


—— 
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[theſe ſons all had wealth enough, 7oſeph was very religious in bis 
youth, and Berjamn civill and orderly at leaſt, and at the end all of 
them turned home and became godly men, O happineſſe, co have ſo 
many children, ſome good betime, all holy ar laſt ! all proſperous 
inourward things, and one much advanced. 

Another mercy of God, was the providing of Joſeph as a man be- 
fore tro maintaine him and his family in Agypt, and bringing him 
to ſee Toſeph, and enjoy bis preferment for ſeventeen yeares together, 
where be lived inas greata fulneſſe of proſperity, and concluded his 
dayes as bappily as ever man did, living in 7gſephs boſome as it were: 
ſeeing all his children godly and proſperous, and feeling noconfide- 
rable adverfity, having 7gſephs oath aifo to bury him in Canaan. This 
is aſingular favour of God, to make ones old age proſperous, and to 
cauſe his eyes to ſce ſo much happineſſe as he can wiſh, when now he 
ijsready tO leave the world, Marke the righteous man in the Pſalme, 
itis ſaid, The end of that man is peace, Study righteouſneſle, that you 
may inberite thisblefſing, and never threaten your ſelves how miſc- 
rable you ſhall be hereafter : God can provide wayes that you know 
'not,to make you ſafe and comtortable beyond your thoughts, O be 
faichfull with him, and truſt 1n him, and feare nothing, So much 
for Jacobs lite. | 
| Now forhis death. | 

It was a moſt ſcaſonabledeath, after a large time of life, a moſt 
ceable death in the midſt of his Sonnes, a-moſt religious death, 
lefling them, and confirming their faith with his laſt words ; a moſt 
comfortable death, ſo ſcone as he had ended his bleſſing, he pulled 


| 


table embalming and buriall, as at large is ſet downe in the Story. 
Who would nor wiſh ſuch a death > s 

And yet more, after death be hath an honourable name on earth, 
and liveth in eternall glory in heaven. 
Now let us imitate Zacobs vertues, and labour to be upright, and 
then notwithſtanding many fins, we ſhall have at laſt eternall happi- 
neſſe, and ſo much bappineſſe in this world alſo as is needfull for us, 
- Now we will ſhew you what calamities he ſuffered, for the people 
of God muſt looke to ſuffcr much rribulatien in this world, as it is 
forerg1d them, both becauſe their owne necd requireth ir, to make, 
and keep them good, and cauſe rhem to grow in goodneſſe, as alſo 
becauſe the Lord ſees it firthus comagnifie his power, juſtice, wil: 
dome, and goodneſle, in ſuſtaining arid delivering them. His cha- 
ſiſements then were theſe. | 
Firſt; that his Father did nor love him ſo well as his brother, but 
did manifeftly prefer hunting Eſas before him in his affe ions, -and 
{afforded him no great ſignes of love bur this was ſomewhat mitiga- 
ted, becauſe God inclined his mothers heart to him, who at-leaſt in 
this matter was better than her husband. 
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up bis legs and gave up the Ghoſt; and then he had alſoan honou- | - 


rained him 
{| and hisinthe 
famine, 


| 


His death was 
ſcaſunable, 
peaceable, 


comtoitable. 


After death 
he bad an ho- 
nourable 
Dame. 
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r. His Fatker 
loved ham nor 
ſo well as his 
brother, 


4: loſeph main- 


religious, and 
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Gen,27.25,26, 


2. His brother 
Eſax hatcd 
him, and re 
ſolved to kill 


him, 


3, He fled in: 
to Paden 
Aram. 
Gen,28, fn, 


4. Laban his 
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Gen,29, 


3, In his wages | 
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3- Purſfuedkim | 
{ with an inten» 


tion to take 
| all from him, 


go | 


| never mariwas ſo uſed as I arti, and by that counnrerfeir 
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end well. 

Another croſſe that befell him in his Fathers houſe, was this, his 
brother E/as was bitter againſt him, and reſolved to kill him. A mi. 
ſerable calamity to be hated of his owne brother, and to have his own 
brother, yea a twin, borne at the ſame time, to hate bim ſo ſharply, az 
eo intend hisdeath, You muſt looke for ſuch a crofle, and beare it if 
it come, and blefſe God'it he have pleaſed to keepyou from ſuffering 
it; ſo that yeur brothers and kindred agree well with you, and tz. 
ther ſhew you kindneſle. 

A third crofſe, was bis flight into Paday Aram, and being benight. 


| ed in the way, ina ſolitary and deſert place all alone, which yer wa 


mirigated by the goodrefle of God appearing to-him ina dreame, 

To be driven our of one Countrey, and forced to hard and ſolitary 

travell, and to meet with fuch kinde of accidents, as benighting, and 

the like, be calamities; we muſt even prepare tor them, that we may| 
beare them without diſcouragemenr, as ſeeing God in thern, and 

conſidering that he iswithus, when we want other company. 

Now in Zabans houſe he metwith great crofles. 
1, His Father deceived him in his wife, ſubſticuting Zeab in Rach 


 ſead, then which, how could a man more beguile another, forby 
that meanes hee was compelled to adde ſeven yeates ſervice more, 


Againe, he ſought todeceive him in iis wages, and changed it 
many titmes, being angry that God gave him ſo large and plenrifull 
a recompence then he grumbled ar him, andlooked diſcurteoully 
upon him, as alſo did hisdons. br 2 11ers vcr 19} wot 
And laſt of all he purſued him with'an intention to take all from 


him, and there falſly accuſerh him of ſtealing his :gods, 'Sechere 


from his Father in Law,and Ynele,moſt unjuſt anddiſcurteous vige: 
you thar have found at leaſtwith your neareſt friends juſt and kidde 
dealing acknowledge Gods 


goodnefle ia it. The contrary wouldtaſt 
very ſowre, letthis drive you to: moſt hearty and humble rhankfg\s 


ving. It ſhould be confeſſtd a very great mercy roeſcape very great 
croſſes, and if you pehapsmeet with the ſame ctofſes, be quiet, foi 


did nor Zacob beare them, and why not you + Wee'muſt nor thinke, 
_—_— grdvation 
Hatter our ſelvesin our ittipatiency, ahd make dur ſelves belcevewe® 


- | baye cauſe robe diſturbety; bur rather informe our ſelues of chat 
| which fell coother of Gods 


Saincs;'and''fo- bring our paſſions 104 
reaſonable calmnefle, nan ref or dy 15a 21 


Bot 
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But tm hisjourney he was like to fall into a great danger, for his | 5. E/as came 
brother Eſau came againſt him with foure hundred ſouldiers, intend. gun him 
ingto kill him, and that affrighred him exceeding much; but you ſee iocendiogtn” 
what end God made, Learne'to ſtand alwaies ready for death, and | ll bin. 
yet alwaies confident in God, though you ſee not how to eſcape the — | 
ame; but now ſee his croſſes in his children. 

Firſt, Reuben detiowred his Concubine; Dinah his daughter was | 6.1 was 
deflowred ; His ſonnes uſed fraud and deceit ro couzen the Siche- | c1ofledin his 
mites, and then moſt barbarous cruelty in killing all the men, and TS 
ſpoiling the women, children, and goods, and when he reproved 
them for ir, they made him a furly anſwer, Shallthey abyſe oar ſiſter as | 
aſhore ? Then Rachel dyed inchildbed, or travell, then 7oſeph was 
ſold into ZEgypr, but as he thought, flaine, even 7oſeph his moſt belo. 
edand towardly ſon. After /*#dah went from him, and-his two ſons 
were naught, and himſclfe defiled his daughter in Law, and had two 
ſons by ber. | 

A great griefe and diſgrace to 7acob , Then Simeon was detained | 7: He livedin 
in Zgypr, and Benjamin muſt needs travell downe, tothe great feare > aaron veug 
and doubt of the old man : and this was the laſt of his croſſes ; fave | yearcs, 
that he lived in a grievous famine for two yeares, till he came downe 
wApgypr. | 

So have I briefly run over 1acobs miſeries, but they lay hard atd 
heavy upon him. Of allwhich you muſt make theſe uſes. 

Firft, be thankfull for eſcaping the like, prepare for them hereaf. | | 
ter, beare thoſe that doe come, patiently, And take heed of provo- | 
king God, for he is not a fond Father, but Wi#ſconrge every ſon whons 
he recefueth, | 
For the firſt, you have heard how many miſeries this godly man was 
exerciſed withall : Let me propound one queſtion nfato you. Thinke 
you that your ſelves have more wie than he had, or more goodnefle, 
or more of both > I preſume I may make anſwer for you, that you 
|nill not be ſo over- conceited of your ſelves, as to affirme either of 

theſe things. | 

\Now if you be neither wiſer, not godlier than he z how commeth 
Itthat you have ſo long lived inthe world, abd yet have ri6t thet with 
divers of thoſe croſſes that followed him > 'No, not any in all your 
lives ſo pinching or grievous. Sure if it be not to be attributed to 
your underſtandivg, and piety (as it is not, it you doe indeed ac- 
knowledge your ſelves to be not ſaperiour, ot rather not equial] ynro 
1456 therein, who yetdid meete with rhem )' then muſt-you aſcribe 
the ſame to the wiſdome atid goodniefſe of God, that hath diſpoſed, 
ofthingsſo by bis wakefull providence, as that ſuch miferies have. 
not way-laid you, and ſeized upon you. Therefore you muſt leartie 
tobe humbly thankfall ro him, and praife his holy name, acknow- 
ledge bis bountifultieſſe, gracioaſneſſe, ad rendernefſe, that hath 
ſpared you from ſuch ſmarting ſttoakes, as theſe that ferched gy" 
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and teares as it were from good 1acob, fo holy a man. If we be pre. 
ſerved from croſſes that other men feele, wee begin to lift up oy 
ſelves, to commend and ' r96e our {elves above them that arc heavier 
laden, and to flatter our ſelves, as if we were more loved of God than 
they ; then our caſe is our bane, and it ſhewes that we have not grace 
to make a good uſe of caſe; but if we confeſle that we have deſcryeg 
as much and more, and hadas little ability to ſhun them, only Gag 
rendering our weaknefle, hath uſed us with more clemency, and fy 
make this clemency an argument of praiſing him, and of being mor; 
carefull ropleaſe him, who would not ftrike us, though he had both 
provocation from us, and ability in himſelfe, this is an holy uſe 
the abſence of the croſle, 

Say then, waſt thou ever driven out of thine owne habitation, tg 
ſerve ina firange place, and an hard maſter that wronged thee, and 
uſed thee diſcurteouſly > Waſt thou ever in danger to have all thy 
goods taken from thee by an enraged man, ſtronger than thy ſelſ 
and purſuing thee with a revengetull minde- 2 nor waſt thou neverin 
perill of thy life by a revengefull perſon armed with foure hundre 
ſouldiers > nor waſt rhou never tormented with ſecing thy ſonne 
murderers, couzeners, and robbers > nor haſt thou never loſt a dere 
childe, and thought him flaine by a violentdeath > nox did newer 
no ſonofthine commit inceſt with his mother in law > if not; fe 
how favourable God hath been tothee above 14c0b, and praiſe, lax, 
an honour him, and make his gentleneſlſe an argument of turning 
and obeying ; for if thou compare thy (ins with 7acobs, there needbe 
no doubt, bur that thine have been as great as his, and thy repentance 
as little, Bur it is our good, not our fins that God lookes to incor. 
recing, as a Father correRs not a little childe for as great a fault, { 
much as hedoth a ſtronger. 

Againe, learne to beare the crofles thou haſt, with more patience 
and quietnefle of minde, by comparing them with Zacobs croſſes, 
which have been more in number, and more weighty, and grievous, 

Why doth any of you my Brethren take the matter fo heaily, 
that ſome childe of his is ſomewhat ſtubborne and ill diſpoſed? 
When none of them have commitred murder, inceſt, rapine, and 
ſuch ſins as Jacobs ſons did commit. Why doe you make ſuch aft 
at wrongs 2 When none of you were ever fo purſued by any foe, as14- 
cob was by his brother and Father in Law , Why doe you take on 10 
for the ordinary and naturalldeathofa childe > ſeeing none of you| 
hath had ſucha childe torne by wilde beaſts, or ſome other like v10- 
lence, as 1acob conceived Loſeph to have 'miſcarried. VVhy doe you 
complaineof famine, and of want > VVhen none of you bath ſuffer- 
|ed ſuch a famine as compelled him to ſend ſo far as 7acvb ſent tO 
Agyprtfor Corne, which is thought to be not much leſſe thantw© 
hundred miles : Wecomplaineof eaſe, If our ſo much lamented 
affliaions were laid inthe ballance with 7acobs,we ſhould finde _ 
very! 
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very lightand trifling buſineſſes in: comparifoa, Want of looking | 
about; and obſerving the burdens. that are faſtened nnto other mens 
ſhoulders, cauſeth us co aggravate; our owne ſo much in our owne 
conceirs, as that by making them ſeeme extraordinarily heavy , wee 
even wilfully caſt our ſelves intoexceſſive ſorrow for themy/'/v | » 
- But agaioe, you that are yer at caſe, and have not raſtedany ſo 
bitter a Cup as 7acob did many, muſt bee perfwaded to rake ſome 
paines with your owne hearts, to make your ſelves thinke that ſome | 
ſuch crofſes may befall you, and therefore to prepare for them by re- 
ſolving to beare theth, and praying God to fir you for them, and 
ſanRtifie them to you, | 

Mans ſelf-loving minde is willing} to flatter ir ſelfe with gaod 
hopes, rather then co forewarne! iciſelte with wiſe warnings : OI 
hope I ſhall never ſee my children, my wife ſo naught, I ſhall never 
fnde ſuch ill uſage, I hope, Come hither vaine man, and either 
zive a good reaſon of thine hopes, or elſe confeſſe them tobe fruits | 
ofthine extreame folly, and doting ſelf. love, 

Hath God ever promiſed thee, that no ſuch thing ſhould befall 
thee > Lam ſure thou canſt ſhew no ſuch promiſe. Haſt not thou 
deſerved as much as 1acob, to be ſeverely chaſtened of God > I am 
ſure thou oughteſt to ſay yes. Doth nor thy body, ſoule, name,chil- 
dren, lic abroad in as open a Sea,ard as tempeſtuous > Here alſothou 
oughreſt ro ſay,yes, and therefore (hovIdett alſo condemne theſe (il- 
ken ſoft hopes of thine, and ſay, VW<ll, God may make me as afflicted 
48 Zacob, and therefore I will cven expe rhe ſame, or as bad ; and if 
they come I will beare them all, ſeeing God and my ill deſervings 
inthem. Yonder is a very towarc ly boy, I love him dearely ; what if I 
ſhould heare he were torne of beafts > Lord it it be thy will, let it 
nor be ſo; but if itbe, make me to beare it with quietneſſe : and why 
ſhould I not ſo ſtoope to thy will in every thing , yea I will doe it 
dy thy grace. Ifrhou ſay, I ſce many eſcape ſuch croſſes, 

I anſwer, and thou ſeeſt maiy afHied with them, and why maiſt 
notthou be amongſt the number of choſe that ſuffer them, as well as 
of thoſe that eſcape them. | 

But laſtly, take heed of making over-bold with Gods favour, as a | 
manton childe, that preſumes he ſhall nor be whipr, and therefore 
cares not almoſt what wanton and evill prankes he playes. Doe you | 
nat ſce here that the Lord of heaven knowes how to whip his owne | 
children throughly and to purpoſe 2 You have not to deale with a 
fooliſhly pitrifull Father, that cannot finde in his heart to heare his 
children cry, and ſce them ſmart and bleed. No, he can ſtrike, he can 
lay iton ſoundly, he can make you roare, and cry, and bleed, hee can 
doe it ; yea, and he will doe it too, if he finde that your conceit of his ] 
ove and genrtleneſſe brings forth no better fruit in you than this, 
that by preſuming of ir, you are made more wicked, 

Wherefore ſay to thy ſelfe, if ſuch abominable a 's | 
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fooliſh man that I am, doe I ſorequite the Lords kindnefſe > Doe] 
put hisclemency tothisuſe > Did he nor cut and wound T7acebs ſoy] 
Did he not handle him roughly > even though we never reade tha; 
hedidentertaine ſuch preſumptuous conceits, How then will hes 
deale with me, if I doe ſoexceedingly provoke him, by ſo exceeg. 
ingly abuſing bis goodnefſe > And ſoframe to condemne and blame 
thy wickedneſſe in having ſuch motions, and pray to God to works 
in thine heart a reverend awe of his Majeſtic, by making 
his juſtice and anger ſo terrible to thee, as to 
make fin abominable , that would 
inſence that wrath and 


juſtice againſt thee, 
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 I,Kom the Story of 7acob, I proceed to his Wives 
Ze avd Children, and fo to other his contempora- | 
ries. Jacob had foure Wives. It wasnot his own 
7 ſeeking, that his Wives grew to ſuch a number, 
>= forhewas painfull and laborious, and a chaſte 
ZZ mad, that would very contentedly have ſatisfied 
3S himſelfewith one woman, Burt he was drawne in. 
og rothis way of Polygamy by ſeverall occaſions, | 
Now of his Wives, the true and lawfull Wife was Rachel, for her 
teagreed, with her he eſpouſed himſelfe (as it 1s like, for we cannor 
thinke but thar after his Father had promiſed ro give her ro him up- | 
on ſeven yeares ſervice, he would acquaint ber w ith ir, and deſire her 
pood will, and unlefſe he had attained. it, the marriage would nor 
have procceded, and been as irwas, folemnly celebrated) to her hee 
bare ſingular atfeRion, and her alone he looked for. 
Now for Rachel, you know whoſe daughter ſhe was, vis. Labans, 
the brother of Rebekk4h , here Couſin-germans married withour 
cruple; but no marvell, for they madeno queſtion of nearer marches. 
Aman might marry his Fathers daughter, his {iſter, as Abraham did 


Sarah, A man might marry with two ſiſters, as 7acos did Rathel and 


RR 


Leah. 
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Rachel her 
bicth, 
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Leah, The Lord had nor yet abridged the liberty of contraQting mg. 
riage, as With any more remote, ſo with them that were neareſt jn 
blood and alliance. Therefore their examples muft be no preſideny 
for us in this matter, 
But of Rach ler us conſider after ber Parentage , her life ang 
death, and ihher life : 1. Her faults. 2, Her vertues, 3, Hex 


croſſes. 4. Her benefits, and fo to her death 

. Her faules, |- Firſt then, her faults ; -She was a ronald great imperfeQRiongs; | 
theſe are plainly noted in her, 
1. Shewazen» | Firſt, ſhe wasenvious towards her fifter, as you ſee Gez. 30. r, [| 
viousrowat® | vexed her not alone that ſhe had nochildren; bur that her ſiſter had ; 
Kavy ion Envy isa fin much to be blamed, tr may ſee in this Example what 
grectvice>: | itis; ſucha vexing at anothers having what I have not, as doth 
eſtrange my mitide, and work a degree of hatred towards the perſon 
that hath ir, 

"The firſt, and moſt remarkable example of this vice is foundin 
Cir, it ſhewes it ſelfe here againe in Rache/, Let us conſider what a 
1 loathſome vice it is, that we may the better Chun it. The Wordof 
God hath given us frequent warning of it in blaming ir ſo often, i 
ſhewes how aptwe are to it, and how diligently we ſhould oppoſeit, 
Muk.7.2%, {| and preſerve our ſelves from it z our Saviour is pleaſed to reckonit 
among the evill things that come out of the heart, and doe defilethe 
man, and giveth it the name of anevill eye, becauſe ir ſhewes it ſelſe| 
preſently inthe eye and countenance, and cauſeth a dejeQed coun- 
tenance, and a vile looke towards the party envied, as it is ſeenin 
Cain and Savl, It isa paſhon that will not be kept in, but will bewny 
Rom.r,29, | it ſelfe in odde lookes and caſts of the eye. S. Paul reckons it 
among thoſe ſins wherewith the Gentiles were full, viz, of Emy,|! 
murder, &c, and you ſee with what companions he joynes it,murdet, 
debare, for theſe indeed bethe fruits that follow from ir, as in Sas, 
C4in,and the Phariſees is evident, S. Pau! alſo reckons it am 

{ Gals5,2x. | che number of the things which are fruits of the. fleſh, and which 
| that doth, ſhall nor inherite the kingdome of heaven, enwyings, mw: 
ders, where you ſee likewiſe how be fellows ir with murders,as hebad| 
done before. In the ſame Epiſtle he forbids ir, ſaying, Let wt be: 
covetous of vain-glory, proveking one another, envying one another, Saint 
Tames ſaith, that Where envying and ſtrife is, there i confuſion, and al 
manner of evill workes, It is thought to have been one of the firſt {18s 
of the devill. For what could moye him to ſecke the overthrow of| 
our firſt Parents Adamand Eve; but together with an hatred of God 
from whom himſclfe had fallen, an evill affe tion towards them that 
ſtood entire in that good eftate, which himſclfe had loſt, iz, thels- 
vour of God, and true happineſſe > Now this vice is injurious 0 
God, to the party envyed, to theenyiers ſelfe, and tothe ſocieties of 
mankinde, EATS; 

Firſt to God,towhom itwill not grant the freedome of dif] png 
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his owne gifts according to his owne good pleaſute. Envy againſt 
him that excels us, carries with it by way of implication at leaſt, and 
ſometimes expreſly, blaming, condemning, muttering againſt him 
tharhath granted to another what be hath denied unto me. - They 
'murmured againſt the houſholder inthe parable, that were troubled 
'toſee Be of the eleventh houre to have equall wages with them ar 
the firlt, | 
| Now what an audaciouſneſſe is this in the creatures, to ſet rules 
torhe Creator > and to binde him, that he ſhall not ſhew himſelfe 
morebountifull roanother than to. ones ſelfe. Are not we diſcon- 
tented, if one childe grudge becauſe another hath a bigger or better 
thiogthan bimſelfe > VVe cannotendure that our inferiours ſhould 
{et lawes tous, and appoint us what to give to others, what to them : 
We muſt know out ſelves to forget our ſelves much if we will pre- 
ſcribe to God, and it is nothing elſe but a very preſcribing to God, 
when we take occafion from his bounty to repine, For if it bewell/ 
lone, why arc we vexed 2 If not, upon whom is the blame Jaid > + 
Further, it is a wrong to the party envyed, for It is to meaſure ſuch | 
meaſure to him, as we would not have meaſured toour ſelves by ano- 
ther. VWVho doth not blame another for vexing at his proſpericy, and 
forhaving a grudge againſt him becauſe God hath done him good > | 
Would we not that all ſhould rather love us, reſpe& us more, and 
rjoycewith us > Therefore we doe injury toour neighbour, in do 
bgwhat we would not have done to our ſelves : The envious wrong. | 
«hhimſelfe both becauſe he doth. vexe and eate out his owne heart 
no purpoſe (for neither ſhall another proſper -leſſe, nor he more, | 
tecauſe of ſuch his inordinate diftempers) as alſo becauſe he makes 
Mliwſelfc lie open ro moſt grievous (ins of detraQing, ſlandering, and 

mifingall injuries, yea, and murder at the laſt. He is in thehigh 

Iay.that will lead him to many fins, yea, to the ſhedding of inno 
tent blood, that entertaincth this diabolicall humour of envy. And 
kwrongerh the whole ſociety , becauſe he is diſtempered at char | 
'#hich maketh for the common good, even the diſtribution of Gods 
pits differently as himſclfe ſees fir, and in that he is broody of quar- 
Irs, which all binder the common welfare of the places where they 
'de,. Beſides, this is a fruit of pride and uncbaritablenefſe, and muſt 
itceds be hatefull to ho loves only the: humble and charira- 
ble. Envy is a vice, unto the making of which many vices concurre: 
lnorance, folly, pride, uncharitableneſſe; ſel&-love, and the like : It 
bavicewhich bringeth forth many. other vices, contention, ftrife, 
'nellings, rumults, whiſperings, back-bicings, murders and all evil] | 
(deds, Therefore letus finde it out, and chaſe it away:: You ſhall 
|ahly perceiverhat it is aweed which growes in qur corrupt nature. | 
How ſoon doe children begin toſhew it > how doth it grow ſtronger 
dy continuance, increaſing in ſtrength as the body increafeth > yea, 
ow doth it live in old men too, and m_ them alſo that ſhould have 
12H 1 more { 
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more underſtanding ? as experience ſheweth. Indeed the elder eap 
luſe more craftto hide it, but many times they have no more wiſdome 
ro ſubdue it than the younger, 

I pray you finde it out each one in bimſelfe, and fighr againſt, 
a5 One of the moſt loathſome fruits of the fleſh. And firive you tg 
get ſucha meaſure of humility and charity, as may not alone pre, 
ſerve you from this vice, but. make you rejoyce with them that je. 
joyce, and turne the proſperity of others into matter of gladneſſs 
| even then when your ſelves want-it : Happy 1s he that partakeg jy 
every mans happineſle. Ir is in a mans power to taſte ſome of the 
ſweete of every mans eſtate, and toheale his wounds by a medicine 
made of comfortable rejoycing in their ſoundneſſe. Why ſhoulg 
we not make our ſelves merry at things, rather than ſad and diſcon. 
tented > If we were ſowiſe and godly as to- ſeeke and defire God 
glory as our maine end, then we ſhould rejoyce at all thoſe things 
hich conduced to that end, and fo doe the benefits beſtowed upop 
ur brethren, as well as thoſe that our ſelves enjoy. If wee couldbee 
lovers of the common good, and defirers of the publike welfare, 
| why the benefits of others further that, and therefore ſhould al 
glad us. Mankinde was encreaſcd, the power of God in furniſhi 
the world demonſtrated by Leahs off- ſpring, as well as if Rachel had 
conceived two, and ſhee two; be we therefore lovers of Gods glory, 
and loversof the common good, and we ſhall not be envious, Thi 
vice ſometimes ſeckes a reaſon to hide its unreaſonableneſle, by 
conceiting that anothers having ſuch things hinders himſclfe, and 
ſo it may tall outin ſomecaſes; as when two ſtand in competition 
for the ſame thing : butrhis is no wrong though it be a damage, and 
therefore ſhould not produce any grudge. For ſeeing but one can 
have the thing, and he hath it; is it juſt tobee offended with him, 
that hath done no more to my ſelf, than I would have done to him? 
even preferred himſelfe before me : Wherefore ſee that you give 
not place tothis wicked vice, but learne ſo to love your neighbours 
as your ſelves, that you may rejoyce in their proſperity as inyour 
owne : Bur let us every man prepare bimſelfe ro meete with this 
fell monſter of envy, that if it encounter us, yet we may not bethruſt 
into Giſtempers by it. It is not in any mans power to hinder thema- 
licious and maligoantnatures of other men from ſhewing it ſelfe; 
but to be quiet, milde, and paticnt towards him that envies a man, 
that his wiſdome and charity ſhould inable him to performe; for is 
1t not common to all good things, to come attended- with envy? 
| Was not Chriſt envied 2 Vas not Pas! > Have not the beſt been? 
Yea, wee muſt endure envy even from our neareſt kindred, Thc 
brother muſt bee prepared to fuffer the envy of rhe brother, the| 
fiſter of the ſiſter, and muſt 'bee able to hold their ſpirits 17] 
ſuch order, that they'may not lefſe love one that envies e,| 


{which yet is hard to. love thoſe that uſe us ill. For by wy 
m 
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much envy proveth more1mplacable than other kindes of grudges, | 


by fo much carnall reaſon will bid us ro bee more apt unte it; 
bur Gods Spirit frames men'to a gentle carriage. Pray God to 


make you of ſuch a temper, - that yon may | bee able to ſhew 


kindnefſe even to him that envies you. p 

| Icometoanother fault of Rache/s , ſhee was paſſionate and ſnap- 
iſh towards her husband 7acob, and in'a fume ſhee quarrels 
with him for.not having children, as if it were bis fault that her 
ſelfe was barren, 

| It is a great fault in a wife to bee angry and finde fault with 
the busband without due cauſe, and to lay blame upon him 
loben hee deſerveth it not, as did Sarah upon Abraham. Ir is 
contrary to the reverence, obedience, and love which they owe 
to their husbands : it is a meanes of eſtranging the husbands 
heart , by putting him into frequent firs of anger. 


You wives bee ſorrowfull it you have in ſuch a caſe over-ſho 
your ſelves, and now labour for ſo much: diſcretion and meeke: 


eſſe of wiſdome that may preſerve your tongues from ſpeaking 
paſſionately and unadviſedly to thoſe whom the Lord commands 
you to feare, What a fond ſpeech was Rachels ? Give me children, 
Beware that anger doe not fill your mouthes with fooliſh words. 
And if this bee a fault in your Wives, good men, know it is a 
great fault in your ſelves, in whom more wiſdome is required. | 
Noutiſh peace betwixt your- ſelves, your yoake-fellows , and 
ſhunne angry and brawling words , that breede ſuch a koare of 
unkindneſſe as ſometimes runs forth into alienation, and perpetuall 
ing. 
Pe Rachel was diſcontented, ſo that ſhee would die if ſhee 
= children : ſhee doth not meane that ſhee would kill her 
'N 


Wee muſt not put the worſt ſence, no not upon cholericke 


ter than dead , that ſhee ſhould not enjoy her life, that itwould 
doe her no good ,, that ſhee wiſhed her ſelfe rather dead than 
alive. This ſhee meaneth, and this is bad enough, O what a 
mixture of pride and folly is ir, to wifh ones ſelfe dead for fo 
|{mall croſſes as this , that one hath continued a little while 
ren ? 

- Good men have beene over-taken with ſuch cloudes of diſcon. 
tetit as have made them deſire death, bur to bee weary of life 


any where, but in Rachel. 
EF] Take heed toyour ſelves, that no croſſes, no not the greateſt, draw 
F [ſuch diſtempers into your mindes, as to make you weary of life , 
but be much more aſhamed ifa ſmall thing hath thus pur you our. 
|ltistrue, chat many times this laviſh talke of Would I were dead,is 


© — —_ 


paſſionate ro. | 
ward her huſ- 
band Iacob, 


ſpeeches ; but ſhe meaneth that ſhee thought her ſelfe no ber. | 


decauſe one hath nota childe, I meete not with ſuch impaticncy | 


Ii2 from | 


| 
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from the teeth alone, If death ſhould offer it ſelfe at that inftane 
chey.would finde ſome other imployment for him, than to take they 
outofthe world , butto be ſo tull ofdiſcontent and vexation as tg 
give vent toſuch words, whether they ſeriouſly meane them or nay, 
is a proofe of a man that dothrnot weigh things rightly in his minde, 
Rachel had & good husband, ſhe bad likelihood of a good efſtare, ang 
now lived abundantly, ſhee had the love of her husband , ſhee had 
health, Vhat, and was not the fruition of all theſe able to make 
life ſweet to her, bur ſhe muſt die if ſhe had nota childe > Did wee 
not forget or diſ-eſteem the favours God hath ſhewed us , wee cou 
never be put ſofar out of raſte as it were, that want of one benefir 
ſhould imbitter it ſelfe. Bur cnvy doth ſorot the bones, that noſe 
can be felt of him that hath ſuffered that ſickneſſe to breed and groy 
ſtrong in him; Yea, fee how all Hamans honour contented him no. 
thing, ſo long as «Mordecai was an eye-fore to him, Pray God to 

eep you from ſuch diſordered paſhons, and greatly bewaile then 
Wh you meet with them, 
.Shebroughtr| But ſce another folly of Rachels. Shee brings ber maid ſervantto 
pericrvant'® | her husband, and he muſt take her for his Concubine, to ſee if ſhes 
ro behizwifc, | Might be madea kinde of foſter-mother by her. 

Fond Rachel! was not Leah nearer tothee than B:1þab ? Couldel 
thou not have eſteemed thy ſiſters childrenthine owne, as well asthy| 
bondmaids 2 Herewere two faults. 

Firſt, ſhe preſſed her husband coPolygamy; but that was a fault 
of meere ignorance, let it be paſſed by. | 

The next was, that ſhe would feed her ſelfewith a fancy, that they 
ſhould be her children which 3i1hah ſhould beare, and not that Zub 
had borne, 

Nature made LZeah deate to ber, the bondwoman was of no ſuch 
kindred ; but ſhe forgets nature, and lets fancy over-rule, ſhee had 
taken (uch a conceit againſt her ſiſter, that ſhe was deſirous any wo- 
man ſhould have children bytheir common husband, rather than ſhe. 
Letus ſee ſuch follics in our ſelves, that fancy rules us againſt all 
reaſon, and thatwe ſometimes rake {uch a ſtitch and ſpleene againſt 
thoſewhom nature hath tryed to us, that ofall other we are lcſe plea-| 
ſed with their proſperity, and moſt eſtranged from them. And let 
us beware that we doe nor diſcover ſuch fencelefſe and abſurd im- | 
prefſions of minde. 


4: She makes And ſec her folly yet further, when 8i/5ah had Dan, then ſhee will 
Gor 3 Pat" needs make Godan approver of their folly, God hath judeed : as if ſhe 
paſſions, | had great wrong before, and now God had righted it in giving hera| 

ſon : Why, ſhe might have accounted that God had given her a 
ſan when Reaber or Indab was borne, as well as Da» ? Bur ſhee will| 
needs make God partner with her fond paſſions. Wee are apt 0 
| wrong God in miſinterpreting the as of his providence , as ifÞee- 
thewed his love unto us in that wherein his Majeſty inrender nd | 

uc 


ot. 
_ 
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ot What is ito judge ? thar ſhe hoald ſay, God had 


iadged her. For my part I can ſee no ſence in her words, why 
this ſhould bee counted an at of Gods jadging. No man had 
|g#ronged her before , ſhewas never a whit better now than before, 
no-whir lefſe barren, But ſuch is our fooliſh ſelf-love , that wee 
will needs threape kindnefſe upon God ſometimes beyond his 
liking ; take heed of this faulr, it is a fruit of an overmeane con 
ceit of God, when we will cauſe him to be a ſervant to our luſts, and 
gnreaſonable fancies, . [og Big 
But after the ſecond childe ſhe is more fooliſh, and then ſherric | 5. Sheinfol:s | 
umphs, With wraſt lings of God have I wraftled with my ſiſter, and I have | "<r ber liſter 
evailed : And fo the boyes name;mulit needs be Nephrhali. She in- _— 
ſults over her fiſter, as for anotable viAary, bicauſe the had won her | ban4 to beger 
basband fo far, as to beget children'ob her handmaide. Why (airh nqroms wry 
ſhe that ſhe bad yrraſtledwith ber fiſter+ Did Zeb hinder ber from | © 
children > Was it becauſe of Zacobsdoting on Leah, that: Rachel con- | 
\ceived not >. Sure the Holy Ghoſt tels us that his over-Joving of her, 
and deſpiſing of her ſiſter cauſed God to humble he: with bar- 
- 111 _ Ava! {0391 ba 
So fooliſh isa man, that he often triumphs in a.thing as'a great 
matter, which is nothing at all, and thinkes he hath gorten a viRory, | 
when he hath rather gorren a blot, aswe ſee here 10 Rackel, Lerus 
moderate our joyes, and take hced: of inſulting in a'thing thathath | 
ſhewed our folly, and elſe nothing advantaged us. | 207.0) 
\ Now another weaknefle is, that ſhe was fo carneſtly deſirous of | 5. She was 0 
Reubevs Mandrakes. I conſent to them that thinke theſe Mandrakes FLEGGLRY 
have beennothing elſe bur goodly flowers, which Reuben, whowas | tubers Mane 
bow ſome fix or ſeven yeares old, had gathered in the ficlds, or whe: | drakes 
ther they were ſome plcaſant fruit or nor, I cannoreell; the word fig. 
difies Lovelizeſſes, ſuch things as were lovely, Burt that Rache/'had 
fuchan appetite tothem, as ſhe muſt needs have ſome of them, ir | 
ſhe's that ſhe was a woman given too much to her fancy and appe-' 
ite, If in caſe of breeding children, and weakneſle of body, tine 
ditempers:follow, itis a miſery, but ir wants nor a ſpice. of finne <S 
tod., when by: yeelding overmuch:ro the eye,” a man is ſo enfla- | 
«i 20; his-eye, that he muſt have every fine thing he ſees. Rache/ 
[ihe copy ofa fond woman ; all you good women ſee her follies to 
em. | VL = D367 790 
1,;Buttheworſt and laſtfaulr is, ſhe ſtole her Fathers Idols and con- | 7. She tote a- 
tealed them with diſſembling and falſe excuſes. ' Shee had beene pc's 1 ug 
Wiſe to 7acob for twenty yeares ſpace, ſhe hadcalled upon God for | ;nq diftm. 
acide, and he had given her a ſon , ſhe had+ſhewed ſome fairh in od with Beg 
bim, by calling the ſon 7oſep+, profeſſing her hope of having yet |**a6 
mother ſon; Either we muſt throw an impuration of great care- 
lefnefſe-upon 7acob if: bee raugbt her not the true God, atid his | 
| [{ve worſhip , or elſe upon her, that after ſo long time of 
Jl FA li 2 "reaching 
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teaching bad not gotten ber our of rhoſe Idolatrous fancies, by 
muſt even ſteale away with her her Fathers Idols, it was not dons 
out of deteſtation of Idolatry, to free her Fathers houſe from the 
that ſhe might have done without the trouble of carrying them {6 
[far, ſhe might have burnt them}, or otherwiſe deſtroyed them ſure 
[enough : but I conceive ſhe did ir out of a ſuperſtitious conceitgf 
- | ſome | prnER in the gods, or in thoſe piures of gods, The wory 
fignifies [mages of men, and they were belike little Images, elle ſhe 
could not have conveighed them fo quickly, and fo ſecretly, butrhy 
they would have been knowne; It is much adoe to weare ſuperſtiti 
on our of the heart of one that hath been ſuperſtitiouſly brought uy, 
| This is the fitſt place that I remember'in which theſe Idols ar: 
| mentioned, but Rachel had'ſo drunke incheopinion of their being (4, 
| cred, that ſhe could nor lay it aſide. It is no cafie matter to ley 
ſuch falſhoods in points of religion, as have prevailed inthe place, 
and among the perſons with whom ones ſelfe was trained up, Wee 
ſhould blefſe God that hath granted us education in the truere, 
ligion. | 
"And ſecondly, we muſt even pitty them, that have been ſuperſli| 
tioufly educated. They may have ſome good thing in them, though 
they cannor ſhake off thoſe miſconceits, bur hanker too much a 
their Images. Iwould be loath toſay, and I chinke ſowould any | 
| you, that Rachel had no true piety in ber,becauſe ſhe ſtood ſo affeded 
to the Idols of her Father. Bur let ys rather thinke that Zacob had] 
| brought her to ſome knowledge of the true God, though rhe old 
ſmell of that falſhaod wherewich' ſhe was firſt ſeaſoned, wouldnt 
 forſake the veſſell : and letus firive ro bring ovr children racher int 
adeteſtation of ſuch graven Images, for ſare the Lord can ſpeakedf 
nothing more contemptibly,; And Iniages made now to repreſent 
che'!true God, maſt needs be as loathſome as H4arovs and Zeroborrd 
Calves, which were intended to repreſent-the true God; and nota 
falſe. But ſhe uſed difſembling, and coſcnage to cover her fa; #s 
the Story tells, biding then in the Camels lirrer, and then firing 
upon them, and craving pardon of her Father for nor rifing up to 
him, pretending, that the cuſtome of women was upon her , whe- 
ther this were true or nor, yet ſhe diſſembled, for: that was not the 
cauſe of her not rifing, but alone the care ſhe bad to keepe the Idols 
ſecret, elſe ſhe would bave riſen well enough. You ſee that com- 
mittipgofevilldrawes menon to more ſin, to hide and concealethat 
which they have already committed, as itdid Jarob, and David, and 
others, becauſe feare of ſhame or danger diſturberh the minde, and 
turneth away the thoughts from.conſidering the miſchief of finnivg, 
Therefore let us all rake heed ofentring inco-the path ofevill, for if | 
webe ancein, no mancan tell-whar lying; difſembling, and other 
evils the devillwilldraw us into by meanes of that fin. He intangles| 
himfeſft as a ſheepe inthe bryers, that run inco any grofle or _—_— 
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full fin, and hecan hardly come off with one wound alone. And if 
have thus covered finwith fin, bewaile it as a great fault, but 
rake heartto repent, and turne to God for favour, for it is no new 
thing with God to forgive ſuch treſpaſſes, only doe not embolden 
your ſelyes of purpoſe ro fin, becauſe you know how to conceale it, 
and hope to keepe it cloſe, for then ſhall the ſame become a pre- 
ſumptuous fin, and fo much.more hardly pardoned, 

(1. bave ſhewed you Rachels faults. Her good deeds be but few, yer 
ſome : 

Firſt, ſhe was one of her Fathers ſheep. keepers, and did not dif- 
daine ro drive them to thewater, at leaſt when the Shepheards were 
otherwiſe imployed, So it is a commendable thing in a young 
maide, to be ready to take paines, and doe ſervice in domeſticall by. 
inefſes, ſuch as accord to her Fathers ſtate. Bur an idle, coy, finiſh 
maide is ſomuch the more diſdained of wiſe perſons, by how much 
he doth more difdaine labour in any profitable bufineſſe for which 
God did make men. 

Further, Rechel at laſt ſaw God in her barrenneſſe, and fell to pray- 
er;for it is ſaid, God hearkened to her, and opened her wombe, This gives 
wfome hope that ſhe was humbled, and ſought God,which is good 
inour wants of any go2d thing, by it tobe drawne to God in fervent 


makes us ſupplicare ro his bounty : Rachel gor nothing by chafing, 
etvying, or giving her maide to her husband, all that time the womb 
isnotopened, bur when ſhe remembred God, God remembred her , 
and when ſhe prayed, he hearkened and gave her a ſon, Lerus in all 
durneceſfitics make all rhe baſt we can to this remedy, comfort and 
deliverance will never Come halfe ſo happily by other meanes with. 
owt this. They be ourprayers that muſt ſanRifre other meanes, and 
ocure Gods co-operation with them for our good ſucceſſe. /acob 
was Rachels husband before, but prayer had not made her froirfull rill 
ww, God is the ruler of all things, learne tocall upon him and rruſi 
ahim , Hecanremove any crofle, as well as barrennefle, 

Apaine, it was a good thing in her to defite children, and when 
ſhe had one, to ſee God, and bleſſe him, and ſay, God hath raken away 
my reprocch, When we have gotten things by prayer, we muſt alſo 
ſee God inthem, and give him tbankes, yea ſhe ſaith, God will give 
meet avother ſon, rhe thankfull receiyingof one benefit, may affure 
Wofanother, God will adde to metcies, ifwe rake notice of his good- 
aſe after we have called upon him in hearing our requeſt, Every 
denefir gortenby prayer, may and ſhauld be called a 7oſep6. | 
"Another good thing was, that her envy to ber ſiſter did not ſo pre- 
tewirh her, butthat ſhe would aske her for her ſons Mandrakes. 
© Thovgh the humour ofenvy was ſharpe in her, yer it may ſeeme 
© have warxed a little milder after a while, and (he could both re- 
et a kindneſſe from her, and returne a kindneſſe to her. Ler us 


prayers. Then be they graciouſly ſupplyed, when our need ofthem 


{ toher; 
Jooke | 
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Her vertues. 


1. She was one 


ſheep-keepers, 


2, Shee ſaw 
God in h-r 
barrenncflc 


arlaſt,and fel! 
T0 prayer, 


3, She deſired 
children, and 


one, bleſſed 
Gud for him, 


4. She requie- 


from her ſiſter 
(for all her cn- 
vy) and retur» 
ned a kindneſs 


of her Fathers 1 


when ſhe had | 


| 


cd a kindaeſs } 


— 
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5, She prefer» 
red hcr huf- 
band before 
her Parents. 
3. Her croſſes, 


1, She was 
ba:ren, 


| 


2, Hr chil- 
drens carriage 
was iL 


Her bencfirs, 
health, ft: ch 
maintenance, 
beauty ,and 
her husbands: | 
love,her pray- 
crs were 
heard, ber 
fault hidden, 


dycd in child- 
bed. 
Obj c cd, 


Ficr death, ſhe | 


looke that envy doe not continue in its beight, ſo as fometimes it 
doth, ro make us grow bitter enemies. And the did well in granti 
to Tacobs motion to returne into Canaan, for a wite 13 to forſake Fg. 
ther, and Mother, and cleave to her husband. Shee ſhall doe farre 
amiſſe that prefers not her busband before her Parents, and goes not 
with him rather than tarries with them, | 

So you have what is good and bad in, her, now looke upon het 
croſſes; wecan finde bur few, and one which at laſt roo was remg. 
ved, ſhe was barren : This barrennefſe God ſent of purpoſe to kee 
her downe, becauſe ſhe ſhould not roo much {leight her fiſter ; but 
(ſhe made this a great crofle, though ic be no great one in it ſelfe 
you ſee that barrenneſle is a croſſe, and to ſome people a great croſſe, 
becauſe of their earneſt deſireiof iſſue on ſome or other confidergti. 
on, Bur it is needfull that God tame and humbte as-wich ſome or 
other croſſes, andeirther make them great, or make uſe of our folly t 
our further humbling, by giving us over to our ſelves, to make thet 
great thatelſewould not be ſo, Wee muſt pray God to ſanRike 
croſſes, and then we ſhall never repent-of them whenthey be paſt; 
many a man hath repented for other things, but ſanQifed croſſes 
were never yet bewailed afterwards. Perhaps one may eſteeme ita 
crofle that ſhe was faine to leave her Fathers houſe, but indeed that 
was a benefit, for by that mceanes ſhe was quite (we hope) freed from 


the Idolatry of her Fathers bouſe, from which, ſo long as ſhe lived 


there, ſhe was not quite purged. | 

But her croſſes that ſhe felt with her husband in reſpe of her 
childrens ill carriage were heavy; for a good woman cannot bee 
ſenceleſſe of her husbands ſorrows, only death (hut up her eyes from 
beholding that crofle which in likelihood would have killed her 
quire, ſeeing it went ſoneare to /acob ;, ſhe was dead atore 7oſephwas 
taken away from them, 

Bur her benefits were common benefits of health, trength, main- 
tenance, and the like, and ſhe'had beauty, and her husbands love, 
and after her prayers were heard, and a ſon. given her, and it pleaſed 
God to hide her fault which (he committed in ſtealing her Fathers 
Idols, which ifit had come to light, would have much provoked her 
Fathers anger, and her husbands. We muſt obſerve cven ſuchmer- 
cies, to be thankfull ro God that bath not dealc with us after our 
fins, And wee hope that ſhee was. a godly woman too, becauſe ſhee 
prayed ro God; and it is ſaid, God: remembred her and heard bet 
bur her death was an beavy death, ſhe dyed in childbed, or.in travell, 
and tooke it heavily, calling her ſon, The ſur of her. ſorrews, whom af 
er Jacob called The ſon of his right hand; Women with childe ſhould 
even prepate for death, they paſſe through the danger of ir, And me 
thinkes, notwithſtanding. whatſoever hath been to the contrary, de- 


| livering out of childbed-perils is a mercy that may well be acknoW- 


[edged with a publique and ſolemne giving of thankes, and a my 
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pity of Lewiſh.cercmonies remaining, though rhe ceremonies 

beaboliſhed,and though there be no legall uncleannefſe, yet there is 
2rcall danger cſcaped, and a reall benefit artained , and that ſhonl 
(me thinks) crave anacknowledgement; > 

If you would learne,that all things are pure unto the pure, you 
yould not bee hindred from fo good a ſervice by any ſcruple or 
abule. 
But I am afraid niggardlinefſe hath as great a hand in breaking of 
ſuch fealts,as any thing elſe. Whether you feaſt ornor,be it at your 
choiſe z but mce thinks, againe Tzepear ir, ſafe eſcaping the danger 
that tooke away Rachel, may well call for even a publicke and thank- 
full ecknowledgement, | 

Somuch of Rachel,whom we leave by her husband ſolemnly inter- 
|red unner a monumentereArd upon her grave, which kept her name 


thereabours by her name, VV hen it is ſaid, Ru bel weeping for her chil- 
dren, becarſe they were not, 

Now of Zeah,ſhe was a wife of 1acobs,the firſt he had given,though 
not promiſed. 

Of her vertues we have nor much noted ; but ſhe ſhewed her ſclfe 

entand loving to ber husband, ſomewhat quiet to her envious 
lifter, and chankfuil ro God tor her children , though her husband 
loved her lefſe rhan was meet, yet we read of no brawles either with 
him or her ſiſter, She entertained him very lovingly when he came 
home from field,and ſhe had hired him of her ſiſter. She conſented 


had many ; bur a faulc or two ſhe ſlipped in. 

Firſt, the went ro bed to her fifters husband at her fathers perſua- 
lon, which (he ought nor to have done. In him that thought ſhe was 
khel,chere was 19 fiane; in her that knew ſhe was not Rachel,it was a 
rreat faule, bur excuſed by the fathers authority ; but ſhe wronged 
le much,and made her owne life full of affliction. 

Another little fault ſhe bad, ſhee ſeemed a little roo unkind to her 

liſter,in not being willing to imparc ſome of ker fonnes mandrakes ; 
but often unkindneſſes and wrongs breed ſuch aneſtrangement be- 
twixtthem, who are otherwiſe neerly joyned, as that they fttcke at 
{mall curtefies. Ve muſt take heed it doe not ſowith us ; but Leah 
bad alittle angerwith her, ſhe could upbraid her ſiſter with an inju- 
tywhen ſhe came for a curtefie. | | 

Othat ſhe had not too many followers in this weakneſle ! 

Herbenefits were theſe, ſhehad a good husband and many chil- 
dren,and was matchr into the Church,and we hope went to Heaven, 
for her carriage inreſpec of her children ſhews ſome goodnefle. In. 
deed ſhe was faulty in imitating her ſiſter, and giving Zi{pah to Iacob, 
much more faulty in thinking that God gave her che next ſonne for 
areward of that fault. But ſo weakewe are,and ignorant of fin ſom- 
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up long, and occafioned the calling of all the mothers dwelling | 


alſoro goe with him into Canaan, ſhe was deſirous of children, and | 


Leah her vere 
tues, ſhe was 
patient and 
lovirg to her 
husband, and 
thankfull ro 
God, 


Her faults. 
I.Shc went to 
bed to her fi» 
ſters husband, 
at hcr Fathers 
perſwahon, 


2, She was a 
{irtle too uns 
kinde to her 


liter, 


Her benefits. | 
She had a 

good husbid, 
many chil- | 
dren,and was |} 
matched into 
the Church, 


times, 


and weatto | 
I cAaVen, | 
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times, that weverily thipke God 1s pleaſed with our fins,and 
 penceth chem with benefit 

2. Her croſſes, | -- And for: her croſſes, "tb&y were , want of ber husbands love and. 
want of her |\COmMfortable cohabitation; and all the miferies ſheeunderwent with 
| pusband: 197e | her husband beſides, her Farther was ſomething unkinde, as it may! 
tha wih bow ſeeme, for the ſaith, He connted them ftrangers;and ſhe alſo bad an in. 
and themiſc= | oOerfetion in her viſage, forſhe was bleare-eyed, I hope youwillaj} 
nv yr ogg lcarnc to imitate ber vertues, flic her fins, be thankfull for the like 
tusbandand | mercics, avd paticnt under the like croſſes, and then you ſhall nothy' 
po ag wh loſers of time by hearing her ſtory, 4 

ſhe wasalſo | Now the two handmaidens, Zitpah and Bilhah, | 
CO Zilpah hath nothing ſaid of her, but that Shee bare Tacob two chil. 
7 a (ve * | dren, Gad and Aſber fo called of Leah,that would needs imitate her 
c.lt. ters weakneile, and call chem hers, 

Bilhah is taxcd of a grievous fin, ſhe ſuffercd her ſelfe to bepolly. 
red with inceſt by Tacos firſt borne, If he offered her violence, or ſur. 
prized herby any device, it was his fault,not hers; but it is not like 
to have been fo, becauſe God doth not report it ſo. For God would 
not wrong any in reporting their acts to the worſt, but if there had 
been any excuſe of her fault, the Lord would have done her right in 
rebearfing ir, he ſhould notelſe doe the office of a good writerof 4 
Story. O letall women take heed of adultery,and chiefly of inceſiu. 
ous adulteries with their husbands ſon in law, or brothers, or a like 
neate of blood,where the offence is made much more heinous by that 
aggravation: and it any have committed any ſuch crime, let the men. 
tioning of it in this woman bring it to their remembrance, and pro- 
voke them to repentance,that they may not have ſo fearefull a crine 
roanſwer forupon their fick-bed inthe houre of death. Likely ſuch 
| grofſe crimes will cry out then, if they have been ſmothered before, 
but a conſcience purged from them by ſincere repentance performed 

in health, may enjoy quiet and peace in death, notwithſtanding the 
remembrance of them, For a ſinrepented of ſhall be pardoned, and 
2 pardoned debt cannot hurt at all, not ſo much as terrifie, if thepar- 
donofir be knowne, But ſomething there was in it, that God ſaw it 
fic to have his Church ſtored with the ſeed of bond- women, (fortwo 
of Zacebs wives were ſuch)becauſe he would have us know, that hee 
doth not much ſtand upon nobility, and being free borne, and the 
like. Onethird part of his people Iſrael were ſeed of bond-women. 
Though he would not let Hagers ſeed inherite, yet thatwas not be- 
cauſe he did looke to her condition, but that he might figuratively 
| | fer forth his averſnefſe from them, that will needs be in bondage un- 
der the Law, when the Goſpell brings them liberty , and therefore 
now he doth equally take into the Church, Daz and Nephrhali, G44 
and Aſherz as well as Reuben, and Levi, Simeon, and Tudh. Thelc 
earthly conſiderations vary nothing with God, nor is the one 40 | 
more acceptable with him than the other. Let not thoſe which en- 
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joy the priviledges of this world in theſe matters, fleight or deſpiſe | 
ſuch as wantthem, and let not thoſe that are meanlier borne, tron. 
yle themſelves at that depreſſion, Spirituall priviledges may belong | 
:othoſe that are of no reckoning in the world, and thoſe that are of 
high eſteeme in it may be deprived of them. The Tribes that came 
of the bond-woman were admitted into the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
and to the fellowſhip of the Tabernacle as well as the reſt. It 
were a miſery indeed to be outwardly mean, if that would 
impeach our ſpirituall eſtate, but ſeeing no ſuch 
thing will follow, let us ſhew our high 
eſteeme of the ſoul aboverthe - 
body, by not regarding 
the things of the bo. 
dy, ſo that the 


foul be wel. 
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2SE have ſpoken of Zacebs ſelfe, and of his Wives ; 
” now Iwillgoe on to ſpeake of his VYncle, and 
a ſoofhis Children. His'Vncle and Father in law 
was One Laban of Padan Aram;of whoſe birth and 
death the Scripture takes no notice at all : and in- 


5 AR D Dl & deed it is ſcarce worth the while to mention the 


ter; when they 


they.come«tod nothing, and both come in and/goout'as 


itwere in an 


. > Y %\ 


:-Burwe have ſomething to ſay of his parentage and'life.. For his 
Parentage, we learne, Gen,22.26.an0d 24.29. that hewas the ſfonneof 


mhodid not leave his Countrey and Fathers houſe with dbrebam, 
when he travelled at Gods Commandement into the land of Ca. 
tan, butabode ftill in Paden Aram, the land of his Nativity, and 
there continued to follow ſtrange gods , and commit Idolatry'; 


: 


one Bethgel , who was the ſonne of Nachor the brother of Abrabem, | 


; 


———. 
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The Scripture 
ſaith nothing 
of his birth or | 


death, 


His Parcatage 
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of which all the world, and by name the countrey was then fan. 
So hee was the Idolatrous ſon of an 1doſatrous Father, any 
Grandfather, which did as moſt men doe, rake up the religion 
of his forefathers withour more adoe , not looking whether he, 
ſerved God aright, but counted it ſufficient to ſerve God as hi, 
Progenitors had done before , not at all conſidering whether i 
His life, were the true God or the falſe whom they ſerved , orwharkeritn 
true or falſe worſhip which they performed, 

His civillyer=- | Now in his life wee muſt conſider his deeds, good and bad, and 
es, the things that befell him good and bad, 

{ Firſtthen, for his good deeds, for evena bad man may have ſome 
civill vertues found in his life , out of a common worke of God; 
( Spirit, who will not ſuffer men co be {o farre over-runne with vice, 
but that for the preſervation of humane ſocieties , they ſhall hay 
ſome ſhadows of vertues ſeene in them. 

by good gceds of his looke 'partly to men , and parthy 
God. . | 57 | 
His good'deeds to meti-ward, are firſt, to 4brahans ſervant. 
Secondly, to Rebekkab his filter. 
Thirdly, to Jacob his kinſman. 
Fourthly, tohis Daughters and Grandchildren. 
— am Firſt, letus conſider his carriage-to Abrahams ſervant Eliezer of 
afecune> | Damaſcus, whowas ſcut by Vis maſter 4braham, to ferch a iſe 


ous entertain. 


ous entertain | for his ſon Tſa«c out of Padan Aram, becauſc he would nor match hin 
Eliexer, with the curſcd ſeed of the Canaanites. 
| The firſt thing commendable in him is, that hee vouchſafth 
curteous entertainment unto him ; for when the ſervant meeting 
with Rebekkah had found great kindneffe from her in watering his 
Camels ,. as well as giving. bimſclfe:drinke out of her pitcher , and 
that hee had rewarded/her with. precious gifts, Ger, 24, 22. vis, 
with a golden care-rinp/of balte- a ſhekel weight , and two golden 
bracelets of ten ſhekels. weight for ber hands ; and that ſhee had 
invited him to her Fathets houſe,, and comming home had told 
Laban her brother of the man, who: hee was,» and what hee had be- 
ſtowed upon: her : prefently -Zaban gocs forth to the man, ver. 31. 
and invites hitn to the houſewithwery kinde wards, ſaying, Come # 
thou blaffed of the Lord,,: wherefort, ftandeſt thou without ? for I havepre 
pared the hanſe and yoomefor thy Camels; and ſo bringing him home, the) 
ungirdedthe Camels, and hee gave him ſiraw and provender for them, 
avd matt» io wiſh none , and the fecte of thoſe that wert with him , and 
then ſet meate before him}: that hee' might-eate. 5 09: 5617908 
.. Loc hcre +arj example of carteous hoſpitality , '/hee gave' bim 
a6dd and loving words., and provided and miniſtred to him all 
tuings necefſaty for bis-cattell, and-companions, andbimſelfe. - | 
\.Thv$-(hodld men /uſe' kindeand liberall hoſpitality Towards 
{ugh friends: as upon occaſion doe-repaire utito their houſes, " 
BY | 2 ens 
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It 


this154 kinde of vertue which may bee found in men that are de. 

ſtitute of all erue grace and piery. For even nature ir ſelfe teacheth 
| |men to ſhew love and humanity ro men that are of the ſame nature 
f [with themſelves , becauſe rhey looke to finde the like gentleneſſe 
themſelves from others upon like occaſions. 

Here 1s one thing in Laban worthy praiſe and imiration : another 
is, that hee gives him an honeſt and good anſwer when hee had de- 
clared unto them his errand,” For the man refuſing to eate till hee 
had related his bufineſſe unto them, being very faithfull ro his ma- 
ter, and diligentin the.matter committed to his traſt , up and told 
them all that had fallen out , why hee came thither, and how hee 
bad by a ſpeciall providence of God met with Rebckkah at the foun- 
taive of water , requeſted to know their minde, and what hee muſt 

truſt unto in this matter : and from Bethuel the maide$ Father , and 
Laban of whom wee are ſpeaking, her Brother, hee received this 
juſt and diicrecte anſwer, That the thing proceeded from God , and 
they were able to ſay neither good nor bad unts him : that is, not to croſſe 
his motion by any allegation one way or other, concluding, that 


Rebekkah was before him , and that hee might with their good cog- 

ſent take her and goe , that ſhee might bee his Maſters ſons wife, 

as God had ſpoken, wer. 50, 51.0fthe ſame Chapter. 
In this paſſage you ſee a great deale of honeſt plainnefſe ; ſeeing 
|= | God had direQed him by his ſpeciall hand to this maiden, they 
| [would bee no hinderance unto him, bur would give their willing 
conſent to the marriage. 

Itisagood thing for men toconſent unto honeſt and good mo- 

tions, chiefly when they ſee God himſelfe by his good providence 
going before them , and as it were, leading the way unto them. 


miſſe the man, and hindered nor his preſent returne unto his Ma- 
ter, with a wife for his ſon. For fo it is written vey. 59. that when 
beerifing betimes in the morning was earneſt to returne that very 
day , and that they at firſt required ren dayes ſtay for Rebekkah , bur 
teerequeſting them not to hinder his expedition, ſeeing God had 
{proſpered him ; they called the Damſell and asked her conſent, 
vis, Whether ſhee was willing togoe with the man ? and finding 
bervery forward, they ſenther away without further lingring, 
. Itisa good thing, when wee have entertained any one in our 
[uſe and his defire is as his occaſions ſhall require to make haſte 
" tome, to further him by all meanes, and not to ſtop his proceed- 
"0g with delayes. For many times fuch deferring proves very un- 
in [|Pleafing , and ſometimes dangerous to the party to whom wee 
all 
\|/of the Levite , whoſe Father in Laws importunity 
rds 
nd £9! Hudges, 


his 


: 


| 


cauſed him ro 


A third good thing in Laban was, that hee doth ſpeedily dif. 


would ſeeme to ſhew love and good will , as wee ſee ir did in caſe 


lay a day or two beyond. his defire, in the later cnd of the Story | 


2, He gave 
him an honeſt 
and pood an- 
ſwer. 


Ncither by 
faire mcarcs 
nor by foule. 


4:8 edily 
iſnifled him, 
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4.Was loving 
to his (iſter, 
made a feaſt 
to his neigh« 
bours and 
fricads. ” 
Gen.39.21,22, 


$, He loving- | 
ly entertained 
Tacob when he 
came unto 
him. 


(Tn wo The Example of f Cuar.zr, 


Thus. bath Zahars carriage beene good to this ſervant of 46, 
hams, We muſt follow the goodnefle of all men, even Idolatersang 
Heathens. 

Now conſider how hee behaved himſelfe to his fifter, to whom 
hediſcavers good affection, and love by a curteons diſmiſſing gf! 
het, ver. 60, They bleſſed her and ſaid, thou art our ſiſter , bes thy, 
the mother of thouſands , of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſeſſe the gate; if 
them which hate them : that 1s, prevaile mightily againſt all their 
cnemies,. and conquer them if they have juſt cauſe ro contend 
with thcm. Brethren ſhould wiſh all proſperity and welfare to} 
their ſiſters and brethren, and to their children after them, 
even that they may grow ſtrong and mighty in the world, fo 
carnall men having but a carnall minde and atfe&ion , can 
wiſh no berttr bur carhall benefirs unto their friends and kin. 
dred , 4nd theſe they ought to wiſh heartily, and ro procure al. 
ſo, ſo far as opportunity thall be offered. 

But now it is time that we ſhew Zabans good carriage to Tacob, the 
ſon of this his ſiſter a long time after. 

Firſt, hee doth lovingly enterraine him alfo when hee came unto 
him buteven in a poore and naked faſhion, nothing fo richly pro- 
vided nor attended as the forenamed ſervant was in the former 
narration, Jacob came all alone, and with nothing almoſt but 
his ſtaffe in his hand , but yet when hee had faithfully report 
cd to him both who hee was, and what occaſion drove- him 
in ſuch manner out of his Fathers houſe, hee receiveth him with 
all curteſie. For it is nored, Ger. 29. 12, 13, 14, Thatwhen I 
| chel had heard of 7acobs mouth who he was, and had acquainted 
her Father with his comming , hee hearing this tidings of his {i- 


| ters: ſonne, ranne to meete him, and\'embraced him , and kiſſed 


him , and brought him to his houſe, and when 7acob had certified 

him of his matters, hee anſwered him lovingly , ſaying , Sw«d 
thou art my bone and my fleſhy that is, bee not troubled for theſe 
things, I acknowledge thee to bee my kinſman, and I will carry 
my {elferowards thee accordingly. 

Loe, how a man voide of true religion, may yet have good na- 
turall affetion to his kinſazen, and that though he finde him in 
| ſomewhat a poore cafe, and deſtitute of things needfull, And 
doubtlefſeirt is a vertue, and deſerveth praiſe, to ſtand ſo diſpo- 
ſed tmto ones kinſmen or kinſwomen, that are as Laban could fay , 
Our bone and fleſh. FIRE | 

Neareneſle of blood requires ſome ſpeciall love and reſpeR to 
thoſe to whom nature hath ſo nearely united to us, Every man 
promiſeth himſelfo kindnefſe from ſuch perſons, 4nd therefore the 
common phraſe of the world bath entitled them friends by a kinde 


of excellency, becauſe they ſhould be forward to performe all loving 
and friendly offices, | 


— 
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I!3 


" Another vertue in Laban is, that of his owne accord hee doth 
offer wages or recompence unto him for his worke, for perceiving 
him to be of an induſtrious diſpoſition, that knew not how to paſſe 
his time idlely, rhough in a ſtrange place , and withall, skilfull and 


on, viz, in Cattell, hee ſayes thus unto him , ver, 15. Becauſe 
thou art my brother , that is, kinſman, Shonldeft thou ſerve mee for 
wv2ht ? thatis, that were an unreaſonable thing indecd, and there- 
ſore tell me, what ſhall thy wages be. 

Loe, he would not deale fo unjuſtly with his kinſman, as to take 
his labour and ſervice for nothing , but is willing to give him ſuch 
convenient ſatisfaction as he ſhould demand. 

This is ſuch a point of righteouſnefſe and equity , as even 
nature it ſelfe doth teach, and a meere naturall man , not too 


others, For ſeeing every man muſt make himſelfe the meaſure 
of his dealing with his neighbour, and that it cannot but ſeeme 
unrighteous to any man, if he bee driven to. worke for nothing , 
ſurely he cannot but conclude, that himſelfe alſo is bound to re- 
compence the labour and ſervice of another. And this juſtice 
was ſo well knowne to Zabay, and hee had ſo much goodneſle re- 
maining in him afterwards too, that hee continues to exerciſe it 
after 7acob bad finiſhed his fourteene yeares ſervice , and was now 
to make a new bargaine, as you ſhall reade Chap, 30, ver. 25.and 35. 
For when 7acob requeſted his good will to returne home, becauſe hee 
knew how faithfully hee had ſerved , hee acknowledges his pain- 
fulneſſe, and truſtineſſe, and his good ſuccefſe too, and there- 
fore requeſts him to tarry with him, and makes him this offer, 
laying, Appoint mee thy wages and I will give it , and when 7atob 
made a reaſonable motion, (that for the clearing of his inno- 
cency , and preventing of all miſtakings , hee might have for 
bis wages the ſpeckled and ſpotted amongſt the Goates , and 
the browne amongſt the Sheepe , that ſhould after bee yeaned 
hee meaneth)' he agrees to the condition, and ſo Tacob was wil- 
ling to ſerve him on theſe termes. Here you ſee juſtice in Laban, 
hee is willing to give his ſervant due wages for his worke. This 

int of equity is written in nature, and little goodnefle is left in 

im that doth not know and follow it. 

Soyou have Labays juſt dealing with 7cob. ge 

Now looke intoa third thing commendable in him, and that is, 
when 74cob offers to ſerve him ſeven yeares for his younger daugh- 
ter Rachel, Chap. 29.ver.18,19. He conſents to the motion, '{ay- 
IBg, 1t i better that I give ber to thee than to another man , and (6 
bids him abide with him : that is , I will giye her thee on this 
condition, and not only ſo, but hee puts upon him the elder 
|daughter, and ſo makes him his ſon in Law in both of them, 
Kk 3 
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underſtanding in matters of ſuch nature as Zabars calling ſtood up- 


much over. run with worldlinefle of minde, may praQiſe towards |. 


6, Of hisown 
accord he of. 
fered Jateb 

wages for his { 
worke. | 
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7, Bic was wile 
ling te beſtow 
his daughters 
upon him. 
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$. He quick- 
ly laid downe 
his anger, and 
made a cove- 


rant with 
tum, 


9.He ſhewcrth 
himſelfe lo- 
ving and kind 
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That which was faulty in this paſſage, we ſhall ſpeake of anon, 
when we come to mention his faules ; but this was a good thing 
inbim, thathe liked ſowell of 7acobs carriage , that he was willing 
to beſtow his daughters upon him. 

It is amatterboth of prudence and honeſty too , to like ſo wel 
of the vertue and good qualities of an honeſt and good man, asto 
be willing for theſe things ſake ( other matters not tootoomuch 
gain-ſaying) to make choiceof him for a ſon in Law. 

The qualities of a man are principally ro bee regarded in the 
choice of a ſonne in Law, and yet hee is not truly diſcreete and 
wiſe, that doth not looke unto this thing in the choice of an 
husband for his daughter. A perſon'paintull , diligent, thrifty, 
and of good carriage, and ſufficiencies, is rather to bee taken, 
than one deſtitute of theſe qualities, though hee bee farre more 
high and rich. . 

It is the husbands ſelfe that will make the Wives life either 
moſt miſerable or moſt happy : and Laban did well in maki 
ſuch a choice, and never ſhall he repent the match that index 
theſe things in him with whom hee matcherh , bur without 
theſe things in the perſon, the ſtate and qualiry of the man in 
other reſpe&s cannot hinder , but that a little time will make 
both Father and daughrer too , unwiſh the bargaine they hare 
made, 

Now let us ſce what was good in Labar, in the very cloze of 
all with Iacob, as you have it Chap. 31. 44. 44 fixem, He layesby 
all anger and diſcontent, and conſidering the nearenefſe thatwa 
betwixt them , hee made the motion of entring into covenant 
with lacob, and ſo they ſolemnly ratifie the covenant, by ſerting 
up an heape of ſtones, and feaſting upon the heape, and eating 
and drinking lovingly and chearcfully togerher, and by a {6- 
lemne oath cach to other, 
1 Ir is a good thing to ſwallow downe all jarres and differences 
that fall out betwixt ones ſelfe and his friends and neighbours, 
and to part lovingly and curteouſly each from other in peaccand 
| concord , not in diſcontents and heart-burnings. Surely quat- 
rels would not bee held up long betwixt kinſmen and allyes 
ſpecially , but though they have met in a kinde of heate, and 
anger, and jealoufie one of another, yet they ſhould cauſe all 
theſe things to depart from them , and bee friends before they 
depart one from another. oY 

Peace is a comfortable thing , and it is a praiſe-worthy thing 
to ſpeake the firſt word of agreement. 

And ſomuch for Lebevs carriage tO 7acob, 

Now to his daughters and grandchildren hee ſhewes himſelfe 

alſo loving and kinde, both taking care for them , and even 

binding Jacob by covenant to uſe them well, ver.49. Chep.z1. 006 
alſo 
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alſo kiſſing them, and blefling them ar the time of parting. A 
Fathcr ſhould bee carefull of his childrens welfare, even when 
hee hath placed them forth into other families, and ſhould 
ſhew all curteſie and love unto them when hee parts with them, 
hee ſhould get good busbands for his daughters, .ſo farre as hee 
can, and uſe all good meanes to make them live lovingly to- 
oether. Laban did both theſe offices eo his daughters, and every 
Parent ſhould atraine at leaſt ſo much goodneſle as a Laban. | 
| But one thing more wee note in Zaber, and that is, hee in- 
'vited the neighbours , and made a feaſt at the matriage of his 
daughters, Chap. 29.ver. 22, A wedding feaſt is not indeed ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, but ir is of commendable uſe , ſo thar ex- 
cefſe and diſorders bee avoided , and unlefle juſt cauſe beetothe 
contrary , it hath a ſmacke of niggardlinefſe ro negle& ir. A 
man. ſhould doe well to ſhew love to his neighbours, and to be 
willing to embrace fit opportunities of inviting and feaſting 
them, only ill ſo, that immoderateneſle of all forts be ayoid- 
ed, and that a man keepe himſekfe within the compaſle of his 


| 


place and meanes , and affe& not vaine-glorious ſuperfluity in | 


feaſting. 

| Ani ſo much for Labavs goodneſſe to man-ward , now to 
God-ward ſomething is good in him. 

| Firſt, that hee tooke notice of Gods bleſſing to bee the cauſe 
of his proſperity by 7acobs labours , as you reade Gen. 3o. 27 


: 


1 have learned by experience, that God hath blefſed mee for thy ſake, 
Surely it i ood thing to put ones ſelfe in minde that Gods 
[Surely it is a good thing to þ | ] 

blefine makes rich , yea, and to obſerve how his bleſſing attends 
bis faithfull le roo in the labours of their hands. Labar 
aſcribes his riches to the bleſſing of God following 7acob, 

It is a good thing to have ones eyes ſo farre opened towards 
'God , and to marke by experience his favourable proceeding 
towards his faithfull ſervants , as it ſeemes alſo 7oſephs maſter! 
did, and it is ſure Pharaoh did when he was his ſervant, and 
Nebuchadntzar towards Daniel and the three children , as alfo 
Dari in his time. 

Apaine, when God met Laban by the way and commanded 
him to ſpeake to 14c0b neither good nor bad (that is , not to 
hinder his journey either by faire meanes or foule ) hee both 
acknowledgeth it, ver. 29. and accordingly obeyes it , for hee 
diſmiſſeth him peaceably, and ſtops him not in his courſe home- 
wards , though as hee ſaith, it was in his power to have done 
| Ctherwiſe. erg 
This is to bee praiſed in him, that what God forbad him, 
forbeares, though hee ſaw otherwiſe no danger in it. Cer- 
tainly the daty of a man is to abſtaive from whar God prohibi. 


teth, though hee have never ſo much both power , provocation, 
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and opportunity to doe it. Wee ought © to feare God, as not 
to provoke him, ſo to love God as not to offend him, and {6 
to acknowledge our abſolute dependance upon him , as not to 
croſle him, Hee knowes nor neither how much hee owes to 
God, nor yet how obnoxious hee ſtands unto him , that doth 
not fo farre ſubmit himſelfe unto him. 

Wee noted the like yeelding to God in Abimelech before, 
what though he doth not now appeare tous in dreames and viſions, 
Yet have wee a more ſure word of Prophecy, to whom wee ſhould de 
well to take heed : as S, Peter adviſeth us. 

And this isall the good I have noted in Labar. 

Let us make ſome uſe of this to ourſelves. 

Firſt, what ſhall a man thinke of himſelfe if hee bee nor 
found equall to Zabar in goodnefle > Nay , it the quite contra. 
ry vices bee apparent in him, to thoſe vertues which were in (| 
meane a man, I meane in goodnefſe, And yer ſo it is , that 
many who terme themſelves brethren and Chriſtians, are farte 
ſhort of Laban in theſe ſhewes of vertues. Laban was curteous, 
they are churliſh. LZabaz entertained Abrahams ſervant well, 
nigeardlinefle will ſcarce ſuffer them to entertaine any well,| 
Hee found Labay ready to gratifie him and diſmiſſe him, they 
doe neither ; many care tint for kindred or any the like bonds, 
many care not- how they ſerve themſelves of others labours , 
ſpecially fervants, and every way are farre worſe maſters than 
Laban... Nd bedny , no juſtice , no ſhew of ſeeing God in 
things!) N6:-thew of peaccablenefſe, no regard of Gods pro. 
hibiemg them any thing, but what they will doe, they will 
doe; though the God of heaven himſelfe forbid them , and 
though they know as much, 

Hee is very unlikely to bee of the ſeed of 7aco6, that hath 
not come ſo farre as Laban. x 

Againe, there is little cauſe that a man ſhould applaud 
himſelfe in ſo ſhort and defeQtive a goodnefſe as this of L4- 
bans, yer this is all that ſome have to pleaſe themſelves and 
to glory in, They deale- curteouſly with their kindred , they 
bee willing to ſhew kindneflſe to their. neighbours. They love 
well their children, and can give good' hoſpitality to ſuch 
friends as come about them. And they deſire to live peace- 
ably with their neighbours , and are ready to compoſe quar- 
rels, and ſome things they are willing ro leave or forbearc 
that God forbids. 

Alas, theſe be poore evidences for heaven, theſe are poore 
proofes of their being good men, and in Gods favour. A man 
muſt not thinke that ſuch a meaſure of goodnefle will prove 
him' a good Chriſtian, that may fſhew well enough 2 tolera- 
ble Heathen. I pray you therefore that all theſe things may] 
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, bee "bee found in you in a betrer manner , and a larger- Meaknne, + 
| pon berrer groands , for better ends, more conſtantly ; 'anp& 
| more ſincerely. Bee- curteous , bountiftt, and e', atd* 
| ſo in the reſt with reference to God , inobedience td his eval 
' mandement, in love to him, and with''a Hefire' to pteaſe him, | 
and abſtaine from! all thar hee forbids, -and- lex your. Pencns- hap 
| bleneflſe-and currefie exrend ir' felfe even roenemies. | HEn 
 Tharverrue is but a ſeeming+vertue? which doth nor ſpring 
from a roote of piety , and is nor warered wich 'an heaventy: 
| dew, and made to grow upwith godly cohfiderations en from 
' thedivine Majeſty. 
| Wee muſt walke with God, live vo bias, ſecke him, pleaſe | 
| bim, or eVſe fone bare naked good deeds will not ſuffice to | 
| prove us bischjldief/ and his heres. | 
So much for the Is of Laban; now his cvill muſt be ob- His faults | 
\(erved 00, ( 

Firſt, to God: ward , though hee dad Tacob living in bis [ETON | 
honſe, and bad obſerved by experience |,-that' God did blefſe p ne 
'bita for his ſake; yer hee ould nor leave bis falſe 'gods,, his | 

dols, this Teraphinw , bur keepe rhem {ill , and:made fach 
ſore of them, | that bee tooke it very 411 chat La gens (teale N56 
them «way , as hee conceived: hee had Acne, « 6b falſly, and 0 
therefore alſo-hee twatre by the gods of Natior. ['rhe gods 
|oftheieGarkets, Rf, 

' Hee was bronghe- up an Idolater: aaq FORT ia Ldolerer, 
living and dying in the worſhip of falſe and imaginary gods ;' 
'which they that doe, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God, 
| bee had-Images of thefe falſe gods , Images or men it ay 

ſeeme they were by their name. ' 

' © how goon it is to man to erre inthe conceirt of a mul. | 
tiplicity of gods, and in ſetting up pictures , and repreſenta- | 
'tions "of , God to: himfelfe > | Great darkneſſe poſſeſſerh the 
| mindes of ten it rhe} matter of Gods nature , Hon will take | 
\vpon truſt any fable in this kinde, and wilt ſcarce uſe his own 
| raſon to examine religion ; but for rhs worſhipping God in'| 
'#5-Injage , though! ir. bee a,point! of: the reareſh 7 oppery in 

the-wotl& , hee wilt'coant it fingularwifdome, and count ounces 
ſelfe ſo much devourer, by how much hee is | liker the blocke | | 
& piQure before which hee goth his falfe devorions. 

Let'us blefſe God that hath delivered 'us from conceir of 
fantaſticall gods, and from the love and liking of Images and | 
pitures, which the Lord may ſeeme to have in dereſtation ; 
becauſe irs likelihood they were occaſions'of inducing the dam- 
table opinioh of exvricate of gods into the' world. And Tet | 
us pray to God ro'bring, rhe poore ignorant perſons ( thar run 
after other __ / oy elſe dote upon Niiites our of ſuch their | 
* 1 {RS 4 miſerable | 
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SEBF | iſerable condition, and to ſer up the truth in ſo great poy. 
Fs  ex,,.that| men may. no.; longer caſt, themſelves headlong by thar 
67 | which themſelves account. religion , and the right way t© 
| pleaſe God mn 20H 
| c;But Toba deale very ill with acos, 

2. Heloved | .;. Firſt, ;ghe love hee bare him:;was a meere worldly ſelf.re. 
lacohina | ſpecting love , hee found hee gate well by him, therefore hee 
worldly man pe _ . wy" 
ner, deſired his. company. But for Jacobs piety and true religion, he re. 
| garded him nata jot the better. 
| :. $0 moſk times, yea , evermore the love of worldlings doth 
| grow from the roote of worldlinefle. 
| If by ſome: good 7Zaceb they have attained , or hope to at. 
' taine profit:.and. advantage ,' they are loath to part with: him, 
but unleſſe ſuch things doe commend a man to them , hee 
| may it without, .doores long enough, and his goodnefle with 
; him, before they will take him into houſe. COnm 
H 1 :: Such a-carnall-love. to good:men is none. other thing than 

| may! bee: (cane; in-as;þad a man-as hee of whom wee entreate, 
You muſt.thetefore-learne to loves Iacob as a Jacob, and in the 


| ' name -of ;g. {Jacob , that; love will demonſtrate ſome- picty to 
' your ſelyes7, And when wee perceive the kindnefle of any man! 
; 


' tBhave; ifs, Originall in ſuch baſe ends, wee muſt efteeme it a 
| point off difaretiag. not to truſt at'all in their loves, they will 
| | ſoone turne enemies for gaine, whom gaine maketh friends, 

3. Hc touſen- || + Furthtr;,;, Labay did; palpably , deceive and couſin Taceb in a 


—_ | matter wherein,deceic. ſhould. leaft of all bee uſed, ' even in 
point of Matrimony. [;- 
| Tack intended to live cortentedly with his owne wife, as his 
| Father Iſaac had done before him , and therefore ſerging his 
| aFeRions, on the younger daughter (Rachel, agrees - to ſerve L1- 
| ban for her ſeven yeares, .inſtcad\ of dowrie which hee had not 
| to/give.' | Laþar agrees to it, as I ſhewed-you before , and al- 
; ſemblinghis neighbours, celebrates the martiage with a feaſt. 
| it avaſt; not bee doubted. , but that they were all' made to 
 ynderſtand , which, of, the maides was the Bride, as well as 
| Which young; man was the Bridegroome. Burt at night it may 
| ſceme_the-Bride was brought into the Bridegroomes Cham: | 
| ber vailed' for modeſty ſake. 1 
| Laban perſwades his cldeft daughter Leah to pofſeſſe the 
| place of ber younger ſiſter, whether with or without her con- 
{&n it. is--n0t expreſſed , but\moſt likely without , and fo is 


| Laceb in, the naming greatly. diſcontented, ro ſee a ſtranger 


| bedded with him in ſtead of his owne Spouſe, Wherefore com- 
' Plaining of. the wrong to. his Father in Law , hee is anſwered 
; With a fhift,, that, the .cuſtome of that place is not to beſtow 


| the younger before the, elder ; but if hee would ſerve ſeven 
| 91d6& 1,4) yeares 
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| yeares more for Rachel, hee ſhould have her too : for Poly- 
| gamy was not then reputed a finne. 7acob : maſk ncedes bee 
| content with that which hee could not helpe , and is com- 
| pelled to make his apprentiſhip longer by halfe than hee (in- 


[ 


' tended , here was flat couſenage. To winde- in. Zacob for: ſeven 
| yeares more that hee meant ar firſt , and to beſtow both his 
| daughters upon ſo thriving a man, and fo advantage him- 
' ſelfe more wayes than one at once ; this fellow feares not 
| to breake Covenant, and to beguile and defraud a man in his 
wife, And when hee was told of it hee pretends a contrar 
| cuſtome z If there were no ſuch cuſtome, hee playes tbe ly- 
' in} fellow, in ſaying wittivgly that which was not for the 
 excuſing of Þis fault : If there were ſuch a-cuſtome, hee 
 playes the couſening companion in concealing ir before, and 
' not acquainting aces with it when hee made the motion, He 
ſhould have ſaid, I would willingly give her thee, bur 
| that the cuſtorne of the countrey hinders : but if thou wilt 
have them both, firſt the elder, then the younger, I am con- 
tent. This had beene plaine dealing; but to leade 7acob on with 
words, and then at laſt pull him on in this faſhion to ſeven 
 yeares bondage more, was flat diſhoneſty. 
' And ſuch is the diſpofitionofa worldling for advantage ſake, 
' that Hee cares not with trickes to out-reach and: beguile any 
'with whom hee deales , but wee have a better direQion' from 
| Gods Word, ſaying, Let none of you defraud or over-reach ano- 
ſider in azy matter , tor God is an avenger of all that doe ſuch 
things. Wok 
Hee uſed the like guilefull dealing after, in changing his 
wages ſo many times, and all proceeded from the ſame evill 
humour of covetoufneſle. 
But now ſee another ſinne , whereof 7acoh makes. mention 
to bis Wives in way of perſwading them to depart with bim', 
Iacob beheld Labans countenance, that it was vt to him as before : 
Loe, hee lookes doggedly uponhim, and hath akinde of en- 
vious grudge againſt bim : not for any-fault of his, bur alone 
becauſe bee hindered his wealth, in,that God gave bis riches 
to Ziceb , by cauſing moſt of the Ewes and-ſhee. Goates. to 
bring forth Kill young of ſuch colour as was agreed upon for 
Iacobs wages. ver. 8, If hee ſaid the ſpeckled. ſhall bee thy wages , 
all the cattell bare ſpeckled, and now this cauſed the falling out, 
See here the guiſe of a carnall and earthly 


' 


| 


hinders him in bis gaine, though it bee withour apy wrong; or 
iyjuſtice. | | | 

It was not any 10jury, though it were a damage to Laban, 
| that fill the greater number , and berter cattell were: Iacobs , 


F 


minded man , 
| hee will become an enemy and beare a grudge to any that | 


bur 
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bur becauſe hee ſees it ſo , therefore hee beares an ill affe. 
Rion- to Taceb ; as Saul bated David becauſe hee ſaw that 
God had intended to turne the kingdome unto him. 

| Nature will ſhew that- this is a fanlt : for why ſhould 1 
bate a man becauſe God proſpers him > but defire of pain 
will ſo blinde the eyes, that hee which is led with it, will 
not avoide this fault, nor will take notice likely that it is 
a fault : you muſt obſerve it in Zaba», and informe your 
ſelves how unreaſonable a thing it is, and the ſonnes of Ly. 
| ban too did joyne with him in the ſame fault , for they al. 
ſo muttered againſt him in this reſpeQ. 

$. He purſued And now I proceed to' his next fault , hee purſued 7acob 
tacebwithan | with an hoſtile minde , intending either to bring him backe 
hoſtile min. | apaine,, and then hee muſt have ſerved him on poore and 
| bard termes, or elſe to have ſent him empty enough away , 
and accordingly provided himſelfe of company, in ſo much 
that himſelfe "ſaith, /7*: was in his power to have done lacob 
hurt , but that God forbade him, and 7aceb upbraides him 
with it, 

Indeed God needed not to have appeared to him for the 
forbidding of ſuch a thing, if hee had not ſeene what would 
elſe have becne the iſſue. 

A very great fſinne this was in his purpoſe , though God 
hindered the execution : wee muſt marke his finne, bee fol- 
lowed 7acob .in anger, meaning to have fiript him of all. A 
wicked thing ir is , upon occafion of ſomething that look. 
eth like a fault, to attempt ſuch a buſineſſe; for the worſt 
that hee could alleadge , was Jacobs ſtealing away without 
giving him warning or leave, and this in Zacob was no- fault 
at all, becanſe God commanded him fo to doe, neither had 
it beene a fault, though God had not bidden it , for it ſeemes 
their agreement was but from yeare to yeare , or for a leſſe 
ſpace of time, in that Zaban changed the wages ſo oft , and 
therefore the time prefixed being fulfilled, 7acob was at his !1- 
berty, and might goe: without asking his 'leave;, or nog 
him privy to his purpoſe, But Laban is glad to have an ad- 
vantage of ſuch a pretence, and reſolves, Is hee>gone , without 
my liking and knowledge > Well, I will reach him better 
manners towards his Maſter and Father in Law'; 1- will fetch | 
him backe with a witnefſe : and ſo ſtrengthening himſelfe with 
company., hee makes after him with a revengefall meaning , 
and: overtaking him begins ro quarrel! , chargeth: him to have 
done fooliſhly in conveighing| himſelfe away , with his two 
daughters, and their children ſo privately. This is a wicked- 
neſſe, to intend to hurt a/man , -to''ſpoile hiny of his eſtate, 
and to ſend him empty away , taking the advantage of _— 

| thing 
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| thing by him done , which may ſeeme to have heene done 
| ſomewhat indiſcreetly and faultily, onely or chiefly out af envy 
| and covetouſneſle to. get ones goods, and to bee revenged 
| of him, No man is ſo blinde but hee would blame this in a- 
' nother, and therefore muſt needs finne againſt his knowledge, if 
| bedoe it bimſelte. 
| The laft fault of Laban is, that hee falſly chargeth 7acob | 5. He falfely | 
with ſtealing his Idols, and meerely upon ſurmiles , they A. 
' were gone at that time when 7acob went , and therefore his | ling his 1dols. | 
, concluſion was , /«cob muſt needes have them ;, yea, hee was | 
ſo peremptory , that 7Zacobs deniall would nor ſatisfie, though 
hee denied ſo ſtrongly , as to offer the offender to death if hee 
could finde them : but hee rifles and ſearcheth all his goods 
for them, imagining perbaps that ſome body elſe might have 
 follen them without: /acobs privity , which was true indeed. 


But here by the way , I muſt taxe 7acob for a little coo much | 


—— 


— _ —_—— _—_—_— 


confidence in his offer , had Laban found the Idols, hee would 
not have conſented to the death of Rachel , nor to the taking | 
' of her from him. 
' Ir is good to bee moderate in our ſpeeches , and not over- 
 eonfident; but Zaban is the ſubje&t of our ſpeech now : hee 
did falſly charge cob with theft, upon a ſurmiſe of his owne. 
' This is a finne which no man can brooke from another, | 
without blaming him for it, therefore hee, bath light enough 
it hee could uſe the light to diſcover it in himſelfe, Too ea- 
fily to beleeve, and too earnefily. to affirme againſt another , 
that hee hath committed ſuch a ſinne, becauſe wee have ſome 
tobabilities to alleadge againſt him , is a finne againſt our 
rother, and an injurious defiling of his name , againſt whom 
wee ought not to raiſe up an 1ll report : Neither without juſt or 
ſure proofe , nor yet in publike manner, as Zaban did , if wee 
might reforme it privately. 

So Laban failed both inthe matter and manner of his accuſa- 
tion; the matter, itwas falſe ; the manner, it was over-publike, 
when it ſhould and might have beene private , though it had 
beene true. 

Now I pray you let us ſearch our ſelves, to ſee if wee bee 
not guilty of the ſame faults with Laban , and learne with 
ries and ſhame to confefle, that our ſelves who have farre | 
more and better meanes, have yet beene as palpably faulty as 
this Idolater, as unjuſt, as worldly, as envious, as apt to fol- 
low ſurmiſes, and ſo in the reſt ; and let us greatly abhorre 
our ſelves, that better belpes have prevailed no more with us ; 
and now let us reſolve to put away theſe faults : and ſeeing we 
have given our names to Chriſt, and enjoy the Word, Name, 
and Sacraments of Chriſt , let _ abborre to runne into _ 

Ll evils. 


——__— 


, . 


Grzn. & The Exampleof GCuan.y, 
evils which being blame-worthy enough in an Heathen, are 
ren times more loathſome in a Chriſtian. | 

So much of his deedes , good and bad ; Now the things that 
befell him are ſome good , and ſome bad , at leaſt as hee ac. 
counted it, 

3. His b-nefits! Good, hee had a good ſonne 1n law for his daughters, through 
1.Hchada | Gods diſpoſing more then his owne ſeeking, who married them 
prodſen i | on termes cafie enough for bim. Indeed hee liked him for his 
| good husbandry , a thing within his element, but hee was a god. 
| 


ly husband too, which wee ſhould learne to prize as a great mer. | 
cy, and ſhould bee able ro diſcerne it : an bappineſle it is tg 
have daughters beſtowed on thriving and godly yoakefellowes, 
Pray for it, uſe meanes for it, be thankfull for ir, 
| 2. Hewas rich| Alſo hee had a ſtate rich enough , hee was a wealthy man 
| in the place where hee lived : Surely God that (caſts theſe 
| things on ſuch perſons accounts them nor excellent, and ifhe 
deny them to his ſervanits, doth it not out of unwillingnefſe of 
' want of meanes, but alone becauſe hee knowes it better for 
their ſoules to bee deſtitute of them than to abound, where- 
fore they muſt learne contentment in their abſence. And 
thoſe that have them' muſt rake heed they over-prize them not, 
and ſuffer not themſelves by having them ro be made as Laban was, 
worldly minded. FOE AM 
4, Hiscroſſes, | Now for croſſes :- Wee reade little of Zabans affliQion, it 
; Hiscaugi® | may bee it was a gficfe to him that his daughters and grand. 
chidrentent | Children went ſo farre from him , bur ſuch a croſſe even a na- 
far from him. | turall wiſe man may make. caſic tro himſelfe , by confiderati- 
; ons of reaſon, that the good of their children ſo requires, 
and thar 'their comfort in* their children ſtands not fo 
much in ſecing them , as in their well-doing : Onely Z4 
ban did make Tacobs proſperity a crofle to himſclfe, in uf. 
fering his minde to bee alienated from' 7acob , becauſe 1- 
cob did thrive a great dcale faſter than himſelfe, and to his 
hinderance, which cannot bee done without a great deale of 
VEXATION, 
2, He was \ Iris an ill diſcaſe to bee ſicke of another mans proſperity ; 
16 hr take heed you ſuffer nor covetouſneſſe , or other diſtempers to 
ity. | bring ſuch ſickneſſe uponyou. 

With farre lefſe vexation may a man loſe halfe hee hath, 
than beare the rorment which ſuch eſtrangement of heart will 
bringwith it. 

His death, | | And now for Labansdeath , we beare nothing of it , onely hee 
lived and dyed fo farre as wee ſee, likeacarnall man, , and he had 
©] nograce in him, butafter a little time here ſpent incarth proſpe- 
=” ©] rouſlyenough; at laſt, ſofaras we can ſee, he periſhed eternally, 
for no footſteps of faith and true piety appeare in him. - 


| 


_— —_—— — — 
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O my brethren, rake heed that you doe not carry your ſelves fo 
fooliſhly, as tolive inameere worldly faſhion, ſcraping together 
agreat heapof muck and dung, on which the much deceived world 
doth falſely beſtow the name of goods, and then (with the rich glut- 

ton, and him that ſaid , Soule, eate, and drinke, and be merry, for 

thu haſt much riches laid up in flore for many yeares ) have 
your ſoule taken away, and carried intothe place 
and ſtate of eternall death : for our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid, that So & every 
one which ti rich inthe 
world, and is uot 
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THE 
| TWO AND TWENTIETH 


EXAMPLE. 


Q F |] ACoBs Children. 


=& Fter 7acobs Wives and Father in Law, wee will 
proceed to his children, which were twelve ſohfs 
and one daughter, Concerning, his ſons, they 
were fixe of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Indah, 
Iſſachar, Zebulun : two of Bilhah, Dan and Neph- 


chel, loſeph borne in Padan Aram, and Benjamin 
borne in the Land of Canaan. The daughter 


was Dinah of Leah, ofthe birth and names of each of theſe the Scrip- 


ture takes ſpeciall natice. 
Reuben ſignifies, Behold a ſon, for his mother tooke it as a great 
favour of God, whereby he would mitigate her forrow, yea and help 
to remove itz00, by winning her husbands love to her, the want 
whereof was her greateſt trouble, as you ſhall finde. : 
Simeps ſignifies, the hearing of God, becauſe ſhe ſaid, God heard 
that ſhe was hated, and hath given me this ſon too, It was a good thing in 
Leah togiveher ſons ſuch names, as might minde herof Gods good- 
nefle in conſidering her afflition';z and when ſhee ſaith that God 
ſaw firſt, and then heard heraffliction; the laſt ſpeech is a proofe 
that ſhe made ber moane and complaint to God, and fo this mercy 
came to het asa fruicof herprayers. 


L l G: _The 
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thali : twoof Zilpah, Gadand Aſher : two of Ra. | 


lacobs chile 
dren, 


Reuben, what 
ir ſignifies, 
Gen.,29.3, 


| 


Simon, what | 


it Ggnifies, 


— —— 
_-_ hd 


- 


> m—————— 


ao 


12.6 
Levi, what it 
ſignifics, 


Iudab, what 
it Hgnifics, 


Gen.30.18, 
Iffachay, what 
it fignifics, 


_— 


Z'bulun what 
it lignifies, 


Dax, what it 
ſgniſies, 


_ 


| Gen. The Example of CHAP. 32, 


The next ſon is called Lewz,for ſaid ſhe, Now my L16band wilt be yy;. 
ted to me,orcleave to me, for the word Levi {ignificth as much as cle. 
ving. She was earneſtly deſirous of her busbands love, and would as 
it were, minde him of her hopes and deſires, that he would recom. 


affetion. A wife is not good it ſhe be not very covetous of her huf. 

| bands love ; ſome probably ſay,that be,meaning 7acob,bearing Leabs 

| word, to comfort her, called him Levi, and the originall feemes tg 

| leade us tothat opinion, for the former word tranſlated, called is of 
the feminine gender, and is plainly referred to the woman ſpoken of 
before; bur rhe latter is of the maſculine,and ſo may very likely note 

the husband, of whom ſhe had immediatly ſpoken. Aad if (o, it was 
well done of /acob, at laſt ro ſpeak ſome word of comfort to his drog. 
ping wife, and to let herſee, that the riches of three ſons had made 
him forger that great wrong ſhe did him,of obtruding ber ſelfe upon 
him againſt his will, and without his knowledge, which ſhee ought 
not to have done, thoughat her Fathers command, 

The fourth ſon is Te4#4ah, in ſhort Iudah, as much as praiſe of the 
| Lord, or the Lord be,or is praiſed, roexprefle her thankfulneſle, for 
ſhe ſaid, Now 1 will praiſe the Lord, which hath cauſed mine husbands aff. 
| (F1ons ſomewhat more to incline unto me,by making me amother of foure ſons, 
For ſo it may ſeeme they did;and thatalſo may be juſtly accounted 
one cauſe of her ſiſters eavy, becauſe ſhee ſaw 7acob begin to loye ber 
more heartily than before, Theſe foure were borne one after another, 


| fooliſh woman, thar ſhe gave her bandmaiden Bi/h4ah to be her bul- 


yeare by yeare, withour. long intermiſſion , then ſhe ceaſed bearing, 
till Zacob had foure children by the two handmaids, then ſhe had two 
more ſons. 

 Tſſachar the fifth ſonne, fignifying there is a reward for giving her 
maide to her husband, burtin this ſhe was much miſtaken, God is 
not wont to give rewards for our bad deeds, and though it was of ig- 
norance,yet itwas a fin in her togive her maid to her husband;rherc- 
fore we muſt rake heed of imitating her in conceirting that God is 
well pleaſed with our faults. Such is the blindneſle of our mindes, 
that we are apt to run intoſuch errours. 

The laſt ſoriwas Zebulun, fignifying dwelling, becauſe God had 
given her ſo goodly a dowry as fix ſons, ſhe now begins to hope not 
alone that ber husband will love her more, but ſo much now, as to at- 
foord her more of his company, and dwell with her, which ir ſeewes 
before he accuftomed nor to doe, but with Rachel, For love is never 
ſatisfied unleſle it enjoy the preſeneeand company of the perſon lo- 
ved ; theſeare Leaks fins, envy at her maide, Rachel ſo far plaid tbe 


bands Concubine, and ſhe bad two ſons, which Rachel would needes 
take a her owne rather than thoſe that her owne fiſter brgyght forth, 
and the firſt ſhecalled Dan, which ſignifies, He bath judged, for faith 


| 


pence her paines of bringing him three ſons, with the increaſe of hig | 


ſhe, God hath judged me, and hath heard my canſe, and hath givenme a fon. 
| She 


| 
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She bewrayes adiſtempered pafſion,-and would needes interelt God 
into her folly, as if now God in great favour, ſeeing how (hee was 

wronged, had come toright her: Fond Rachel, no body wronged her 
but her ſelte, by entertaining the bone-rotting vice of envy into her 
boſome, and yet ſhewill needes take this as a righting of her wrong 
from above, for ſothe word judging ſignifies; ſo fooliſh we be that 
we will count our ſelves either to be wronged by men, when we have 

received none at all, or righted of God, when his Majeſty meanerh 

no ſuch matter. 

O ignorant and ſelf.deceiving, and ſelf-conceited creatures that 
we be, ictus beg morewiſdome and unpartialneſſe to our ſelves at 
Gods hand. | 

The ſecond fon of Bilhah is Nephthali, which ſignifies wraſtling , 
becauſe ſaith ſhe, 7 have wraſtled with great wraſtlings with my ſiſter, 

and have prevailed, Certainly ſhe playes the unwiſe woman here too, 
and makes too bold with Gods name, in ſaying, Wh wraſtlings of 
God, and doth her ſiſter great injury. Poore Leah uſed no meanes to 
keepe her from fruitfulneſle, ſhe neither did keepe her busband from 

her, nor any other thing by which to hinder her from being a mo- 

ther, therefore her wraſtlings were only conceited wraſtlings, 

and ſhee proved that envy will cauſe one to thinke hee is oppo- 
ſed, when indeed he isnoty let us take heed of dreaming that we 


nor ſo. 
x Thetwo ſons of Zilpah are next borne, the firſt Gad, which ſigni- 
fies a troupe, whereby Leal ſhewes that her deſires or hopes were 


yet raiſed to looke for a many more children , as indeed ſhee 
[had three after , this by Tacob of her owne body, and one more 


whom her imitation of her fiſters weaknefſe made her to account her 
owne too, | 

The next ſon is called 4ſher, for now ſaith ſhe, The daughters will 
count me happy, and: the name ſignifies happineſle ; ſure, for ought 


{tha I can judge, no body ever applanded Zeahs happineſle in this 


matter, yea, ſhe would rather have been judged happy, if ſhe could 
have counted it happinefſecnough, to have borne ſons her ſelfe, and 
not followed her'fiſters folly, ingiving her maideto /acob - Where- 
in yet: ſhe 13.leſſe excuſable than her fiſter, who might ſeeme to have 
more reaſon for her fa&, becauſe ſhee ber ſelfe was childlefſe. Burt 


at matter of happineſle, and rake great content in it, which of it 


[lelfe verily is nothing for our good. 


But'the children of Rachel come art laſt ; 7oſeph , which fig- 


]nifies!, hee will adde, or give mee another ſon ; here Kachel be- 


another, 


Sins ro ſhew ſome goodneſle, ſome faith, the receiving of one 
en 


cfir , upon her; prayers, makes her hope that God will give her 
| Then 


bee wraſtled withall, and prevaile, when in very deed, it is neither ſo 


you may ſce what fond things:;wee bee many times, to count that a | 


COIN 


N-phthali, 
what it fignl- 
fies, 


Gad, whatir 
lignifies, 


Aſher, what it 
lignihes,) 


Ioſeph, what 
it fgnifics. 
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Benjamin, Then followes Benjamiy , called by her Beneni , The ſon of my 
eeatitſigni= | ſorrow , and Jacob not willing to have a ſonne of ſo- ill and omi. 
: nous a name, yet comes to the name as neare as he can, ſaying, 
hee ſhall bee called Benjamin ; as much as it hee had ſaid, One 
whom Iwill love as my right hand, and never ſuffer to depart from 
me, for his mothers ſake that bare him. 

Dinah, what And theſe bce all 7acobs ſonnes, His daughter was Dinah, Leahs 
{© fi2nifies, | ſeventh childe : the word ſignifies judgement ; and why ſhee was ſo 
| named, becauſe the Scripture aftirmes not, I will not trouble you 
with my conjectures. | 

In ſpeaking of them we will begin with the maiden, of whom wee 
have nothing at all noted that good 1s. 

Who ſhewas: | Somethinke ſhe was /obs wife, whoſe life they caſt into the time 
of Zacob z T havenorthing toalleadge cither for, or againſt this opigi- 
on, Itisa conjeure,take it as you ſee good : but it is probable, that 
Tob might live about this time, but of that no more till we come to 
ſpeake of 10b, | 
{ No good Now we goe on with Dizah, of whom we reade, as I ſaid, nothing 
wag Frag but evill, Gey, 34. 1. Shee would needes walke into the Cityof 
Her fau'ts, | Shechem, when 7acob lived thereabouts, forſooth, Ts ſee the daugh. 
1. Shewent | ters of the Countrey, whether they were faire maidens, what garments 
be ** | they wore, of what carriage, what garbes and faſhion they had. A 
daughres of | folly towhich many of you maides be too ſubje, you let your eyes 
the countrey, | Jooke over wiftly upon the daughters : If you did alone take up 
your ſelves in contemplating the faſhions at the Market, or as: 
you walke in the ſtreets, or the like, yet it were a ſpending of 
time worſe than you need to ſpend it, ſure it is not good togor 
abroad idlely, when there is nothing ro doc but gaze here and 
there', when the minde hath no imploymenrt or bulinefle to ſet it 
ſelfe abour. 

A gazing eye ſhewes an empty heart , and tempts the devill to 
come thither, one tempting to fill the heart with evill fancies, that is 
empty of God, | 

I pray you Virgins take warting by Dizab, be not you gadding 
abroad hither and thither, to ſee and bee ſcene alone  Din4/s ſuc- 
ceſle may give you cauſe of fearing your ſelves in ſuch occaſions. 
But eſpecially let me exhort you to teach your eyes more piety,than 
to beſtow themſelves in looking abroad to ſee faſhions then, when 
you come to the houſe of God, there to doe ſerviceunto God, Then 
I ſay, doe not ſhew your ſelves ſodiſregardfull of God, fo me hy- 
ppocrires, ſuch perſons as let their hearts wander (for that wanders if 

the eye wander) when the body approacheth him : When you| 
ſhonld be marking what is read, or what is prayed, or what is ſung, 
or what is preached.” A wandring eye at Church isa very bad thing, 
and is thedevils inſtrument to ſteale away all you heare, and tomake 
you unprofitable bearers. 
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, 1 feare that this is the trueſt cauſe why many of you learne 
)joſt nothing , and cannot anſiver: what you heare', your eye 
| carried away your mandes, that they 'could not attend by the 
 eare, tO what was ſpoken, 

|  Maidens let me propound Dzn4hs example toyou, and warne you 
to take heed of being deſirous ro goe abroad to ſce faſhions, 

But a ſecond thing is, a young man {aw her, and tooke her,and lay 
with her, and humbled her ; you {ce whar hurt followed here ; Shee 
went to ſee rhe daughters, bur one of the fons ſaw her,and worſe than 
that, luſted efter ber, and tooke her, and abuſed her body, whether 
'by ſolicitation and enticement, or by force and ſtrength, or whether 
by a mixture of both, partly ſtriving, and partly ſoliciting, I cannot 
ſay, the words are ſuch as may Carry the fence of ſoliciting , as wel! 
as of raviſhing : bur we are willing to take things at the beſt for 
'poore Dinah, and becauſe the Scripture uſeth theſe phraſes to de. 
{cribe a Rape, Deat.22.28,29. Calling it a humbling her, as here , 
we will in charity thinke, that the ſame miſery defell ber inthe Ci- 
ty : for it was the Kings ſonne,who mighr eaſily bring her to ſuch a 
roome 1n an houſe as might cauſe that her crying voice might not 
be heard, or ſhe mightbe loath ro cry, knowing what hee was, and 
that (he was a firanger, But if it were ſo, L am fearctull that her more 
light carriage than was fir, gave occaſion ro the young tan of ſuch 
fancies, and imboldened:him-to offer ſuch a kinde of violence as 
he thought would not be reſiſted. = | | 
Let maides rake heed leaſt their wanton eye and'over-light coun- 
terance and promiſing lookes doe not enflame the beholder, and of- 
fer ſuch violence rotheir corruption, as it were to make them offer 
violence torhem ; - and take heed much more, that they be not allu- 


[red to ſuch anevill, as nothing bur the violence of the doer can free 


them from the impuration of a grievous fin, if they ſuffer. Let their 
[care be to keepe themſelves out of places inconvenient z what did 
Dinah with this young man info ſecret a place, as might encourage 
him to offer force:# Sure hewould norhave forced her in the midſt 
of rhe ſtreeres, he was norifodebauthr and bratiſh, as ro compel! her 
in an/bouſe before many. Nay, ſcarce any man ſo lewd, that hee wil} 
atrempr ſuch athing ,- bur when no perſon is prefenr, If ſhe were ra- 
viſhed yet ſhe was fomewhar gbilry of her owne rape, becauſe ſhee 
would be enticed to'goe inro'an houfe with a firanger. Had ſhee 
beene of his long acquainrance, had hee beene a ſuitor ro her before 
with the good conſentand allowance of bottyParents, had ſhe beenc 
allowed roſet her thinde upon him, ſo as ro intend to become his 
wife, then it had notbeene {ſq blame-worrhy; to have ſofarre truſted 
her felfewith him.” But when ber buſineſſe was noching bur to ſee 
1and be ſeene, to ſuffer her ſelfe ro be led by a ſtranger into ſuch a 


\placeas mighc gjoelgropparennty todo het yiolence,” was a figne 
= her carriage was ſcarce modeſt, norar al} diſcreer. h 
NI or 


2, A young | 
man ſaw hcr, 
and lay with 


h:r, 
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Theſonnes, 
Their com» 
mon faults, 


I, All of them 
were bad cx- 
cept Toſeph 
aud Btnjamin. 
Gcene37.2, 


2. They all 
begniled Ha- 
mor the Siche» 
mite. 


| Gen.zs. 


appeareth by the young mans ſuit for her afterwards, that ſhee waz 


| to ſpeake after, 


and are members of the true Church, ſhould be yer of manifeſt 


| you the beſt helpes they could tovertueand piety ) as lewd and fig- 
full in your carriage as Zacobs ſonnes, Yes,'yes, ſome of you are as 


Gex. The Exampleof  Cuav.g, 


For toexcuſe her by her age, ſeemeth no juſt excu ſe, ſceing o 


now marriageable. Now therefore let her example make you mai. 
dens civill, and ſober, and modeſt in your carriage, and fo prudent 
diſcreet, and baſhfull , as not ro venture your ſelves into the com. 
pany of young men at ſuch places and times, as may produce as bad 
inconveniences to you,as this that befell Dinas. 

And ſo much for this daughter, for after this we heare no more of 
her, bur that her brethren tooke her out of Hamers houſe after they 
had committed the execrable murder, whereof we fhall bave cauſe 


Now come we tothe ſonnes, and firſt, I will handle the things 
that were common tothem all, viz. their ſ1nnes, their good deeds 
their miſeries, theic benefits. 

Firſt, it is common tothem all ſave oſeph and Benjamin, that they 
were men of no goodnefle nor conſcience ; They had a good Father 
and Grandfather, and they profeſſed a good religion, but their con. 
verſation was naught and ſcandalous, ſo that Zoſep/ being young 
could not in his conſcience chooſe but acquaint his Father with 
their cvill deeds. 0. | 

O this-is a grievous:thing , that children which have godly 
education by godly Parents, and have knowledge of the true God, 


J 


ill behaviour , ſhould runne into. palpable and grofſe naughtri. 
nefſe openly, tothe torment of their Parents hearts, and diſgraceof 
true religion, | | 

Be not ſome of you youthes (whoſe Parcnts,though they muſt net 
be compared to Taceb, yet are ſuch as have feared God, and aftoorded 


guilty of evill demeanour as theſe youthes, though you have the 
ſame furtherances to goodneſſe. Now! for the living Gods ſake, 
whoſe name you take upon you, for your owne foules ſake, which 
elſe will one day rue. this naughtineſfe and- rudeneſſe, and for your 
Parents and friends ſake, that are aſhanied and vexed with youril! 
report, be intreated at length toconfider how-great a wickedneſſe it 
is to live naughtily , when God hath vouchſafed you ſo many 
meanes to make you good, and turne you from your evill wayes, 
and frame you to ſuch a converſation as will beſceme and comtort 
your ſelves and your Parents, 

O let nota 1acobs ſonne be a drunkard, a gameſter, a wanton, a| 
night-walker, and ill company keeper , a quarteller ; ler not ſuch 
nettles grow upona garden, learne to ſhunne what. was loathſome 10 
the ſons of Zacob. | F 138) | 20 

But ſecondly, they were all guilty of beguiling Hamer and the 
Sichemites with purpoſed fraud and guile , yea,and with pretending 


| conſcience 
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religion, a religion {leighted and negleacd in Canaan, and it was 
nota ſafething in conſcience, and would be a reproach to them to 
[make marriages with perſons uncircumciſed, bur if they would em- 
brace their religion, and teſtific it by being circumciſed, theh they 
would willingly condeſcend ; Now all this talke of circumciſion 
tended bur to bring the Sicbemires to ſuch a caſe, that they might 
the better accompliſh revenge. " 
O miſerable fault, to cover batred with deceitfall words, 4 Pot-' 
ſheard covered with ſilver droſſe, To ſpeake one thing and meane the 
contrary, to pretend a good purpoſe to cover a bad,and the morecaſi-| 
ly ro etfet it by covering. : 
| Herewas a mixture of impiety, in making religion a cloake to | Dceir is a 
revenge, and of fraud in harbouring and intending,and yetdiſguizing np. 
revenge, , & 2.6.26, 
Sodealt Abſalom with his Father David, and the ſhame of ſuch |. 
ſhall breake forth in che Congregation, hee is a foole, though hee 
thinkes bimſelfewiſe. 
| Now I befecech you take heed of deceit and guile, the deceitfull 
ſhall not live out halfe his dayes. To hate, and yet diflemble with 
bis lips, laying up deceitwithin him, is a loathſome thing. It is a 
partof the deſcriptionof an unſanRified man, With their tongues they | Rem, z, 
bave «ſed deceit ; Nature teacheth men to blame this ſin in others, 
therefore nature gives light enough to diſcover it in ones ſelfe. 
Shame ir therefore, and hate it : It 1s bad to haveuſed this fraud for > I 
coverouſneſſe or ambition ſake, to get wealth or honour, by over- | 
reaching others ; but it is worſt of all when it. is joyned with re- 
venge and with bloodineſle, that a man make himſelfe a bloody and | 
deceitfull man, It is naught when only good will is pretended, but 
whenreligion is made the cloake of cruelty and villany, this is to 
abuſe the nobleſt thing in the world, by making it a drudge to the 
baſeſt. Arte 
Now if any of your conſciences be guilty of abuſing pretences of 
religion for the compaſling of revenge, of goods, of luſt, of any other 
villanous end, he hath finned the fin of Zacobs ſons, Let him be indu- 
ced to repent, and let us all be induced to abhor ſo great a wicked- 
[hefſe,; he that doth compaſſe any unlawfull end by deceit,makes the 
ſin twice as grievous as elſe it would be : He'ſhews that he commits 
itwith almoſt afull conſent of will, he makes his reaſon a ſlave to his 
appetite, and ſerves ſin willingly, moſt willingly and deliberately, 
| Let us love true, plaine, and juſt dealing, and abhorre coufenage 
and falſhood, 
[_ | Another | 
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3, Theyall |” Another fault of Jacobs ſonnes was this , they all fo farre in. 
conſenten to. | gaged themſelyes into the murder of the Sichemires , that the 
the Siche- conſented to it , for they all joyned to ſpoile the goods of 
Mitcs, the Sichemites, they all played the robbers in revenge, it was 

not ſo much covetouſneſle as revenge that made them ſpoile the 
City. A: 

O how vile a ſinne is this revenge ! onehaddone them wrong , 
they revenge itupon a whole City : one had injuried them in one 
ſiſter, they wrong a number in many ſiſters and goods beſides : here 
is injuſtice and malice both ina very high degree. They are ſaid to 
have beene grieved bat with a carnall gricte, and to have beene 
wroth,but with a carnall wrath , for the folly committed by Shechew,! 
and that it was a carnall wrath is manifeſt ; for loe, ir makes them 
| ſeeke to revenge themſelves by a moſt exceflive and amoſt unjuſt 
| courſe. 

I call upon you to crucifie this humour of revenge, it is evident- 
ly blamed : Awvenge not your ſelves, but give place unto wrath , Recoms. 
pence not evill for evill : Be not overcome of evill, Returne not evill to 
him that bath done thee evill, if any thing may diſgrace private re- 
venge, thisexample may; for youſee, when men'thinke good to 


take upon them to revenge their owne quarrels , they know not how 
to obſerve any equality or moderation. dag ©, 

' - AndnowLrequire you all , as you will prove your ſelves true 
Chriſtians, and ever have the comfort of being Chriſts ſheepe, 
follow him in not revenging wrongs , for hee gave you an example: 
S. Peter ſaith of this vertue, when bee did not render reviling for 
reviling , nor threatening words neither, for evill deedes. If you 
harbour revenge, you forgive not, and if you will not forgive , you 
ſhall not be forgiven. 15h 

|  Morall Philoſophy teacheth us not to wrong or hurt another un- 
provoked , but it tolerates it when wee are provoked by wrongs; but 
the perfeion of Chriſtian religion is this, that. ir teacheth , and 
where it is intruth, enableth not alone, not to recompence wrong 
to a wrong doer, butalſo todoe good againſtevill, 

Shunne you this wickedneſſe, and fellow not the wickednefſe of 
Lacobs ſonnes , but take heed of wronging any intheir goods, for 
revenge ſake. | 
4.They hated | Another fault of theſe young men, they hated their brother 10- 
cheirbrocher | ph out of envie, and could not ſpeake peaceably to him, and when 
Po” Godby dreames foretold his prefermeut above them , they envyed 

him and hated him yet worſe ; yea, all but Rexben reſolved to kill 
him , and to ſee what would becomeof his dreames, and mocked 
him with the name of This dreamer , and all but Rexben too con- 
ſcnt to ſell him for a bondſlave, and accordingly doe it, and when 
in that anguiſh of his ſoule hee beſoughe them, as themſelves after 
confeſſe, they would not heare him. 


Ah 
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Ah:beware you of theſe finnes of cnvying, for that will bring | 
forth a defirero murder or as bad as to murder and harden one' to. 
all crucley thar no intreaty ſhall fofren. Take heed, take heede of 
thele vices, Envy, murderouſneſſe, deriding, hard-hear:edneſſe, 
_ They bee fearefull vices, transforming a man into a | 
Divelt. | 
If any of you have beene over-ruled by them; let him not de- 
ferre to bewaile and confcſle them before Ged, and let us all op- | 
pole thele vices, if they aflault us, by holy - meditations and pray- | | 
| 


ers; betray not your ſelves into the hands of ſo horrible vices, for 
want of reſiſting them earneſtly, conſtan:ly and by ſpirituall meanes. 
Eſpecially ſuffer not your ſelves to bee tranſported thus againſt a 
brother, to hate a brother or nearc kinſman, to thinke on murthe- | | 
ring a brother, to-negle& the cryes of a brother and bee incxora- | 
| 


ble againſt a brother, intrearing not to be murdered, to caſt him 
into a pit and fell him for a ſlave or ro doe ſuch kinde of injury to | 
a perſon ſo neate by bonds of Nature, O what an unnaturalnefſc 
is it, and what a great height and dominion of Vice doth ir 
proove! Religion may bee: abſent from, an heart . in which -yct 
ome reliques of good nature doe remaine, but hee hath quench- 
ed all ſparkes of all goodnefle in him, | that can behave him- | 
ſelfe ſo miſchievquily to one, to whom: nearcneſſe of bloud ob- | 
ligeth him. None of theſe were bretherento 7oſeph by the } 
mothers fide, but alone by the Fathers, but an halfe} | 
brother is ſoc nearely _ joyned , that that . name ſhould 
have becne ſufficient ro have kept them backe from ſuch wic- 
kedneſle, 

Pray to Godto preſerve you from unnaturallncfle, and if any of | 
you have trampled theſe naturall bonds under feet; let him addrefle 
'himſclfe to moſt hearty lamentation, orelſe the God of nature will 
[harpely puniſh he fleighting of narurall bonds. Ir is a diabolicall | 
fury of finne that cauſeth a manto breake aſunder theſe bonds of braſle 
and iron, 

But yctas bad or worſe thenthis, they lyed and couſened their 01d Dax bows 
Father to make him belecve, thar 7oſeph was killed by a wild beaſt, as | old gather. | 
the Story ſhewes, Ger. 37.31. Indeed Reuben was not conſenting to 
the ſelling of 7oſeph, but it may ſezme that he was willing to hold his 

ace, and to conceale their fat, which hee thought could neither 

e prevented nor redrefſedby revealing, and it may well be that they 
did not acquaint him with rhcir ſelling of 1oſeph. Bur loe they all a-| |. 
greetocolour their finne to their Fatherand bring him into ſuch a con- | 
ceit as filled his heart with extreamity ofanguiſh : Evill children they 
were that would cover their fault by telling ſuch a lic unto their Farher _ 
a5 they needednot tohavetold; for their ſinne would not haye been oY 
themore revealed, ifrhey had ſaid nothing then to counterfit ſuch a| 
thing, and Tacobs greifes perhaps would not have beene ſo grear if there 
had remained any hope of his fonnes life. Bur it is like that they were | | 

Mm: deſirous” 
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deſirous to puthim into a conceit of 7oſephs death, for feare leaſt ho 
of his life might put him upon ſuch ah enquiry as might finde him out 
againe,and ſodiſcover their lewdnefle, for an ill conſcience is alwaies 
full of feate and ſuſpition, and will conjeRure ſuch waics of diſcoye- 
ryas no man elſe can dreame of. 

Hath any of you licd to a Parent and ſought to conceale their 
aiughelnetl by falſchood £ Seethiswickednefſe with remorſe, and 
now take beedof abufing your Parents with tales ; yea I beſeech you 
beware of running into groſle finnes, which will alwaies hazard you 
ro lying and falſehood for the covering of them. 

See here how one ſinne begeats another in theſe men, envy doth 
breede an intention of murder and a wrongfull act as bad as 
murther, to ſcll a Brother for a ſlave. This ' wickednefle bringson 
lying to hide it, andthart in ſuch a fort as had well nigh killed their 
owne Father with griefe, Feare to finne, for it will ſo intanglc 
you being once in that you ſhall not know how to get our. 

The ule of ati, Bur one uſe we muſt make of all this diſcourſe, ro ſee how bad 
| our owne natures be and to be wondrous thankfull, that God hath 
not ſo farre left usto our ſclves, as to be drawne to ſuch enormous 
| offences. He that canlooke upon the worſt men that have beene and 
the worſt deeds, ſo as to accuſe himſelfe of the ſame bad nature,and 
ro confefſe himſclfe obnoxzous to the ſame crimes, and therefore lz- | 
bours to be more humble in himſelfe, becauſe of the badneſle of his 
nature, andto' be thankfull ro God for the goodnefſc he ſhewes inre- 
ſtraining that bad nature, he makes a fingular uſe of other mens fins, 
Bur if we heare or ſee other mens faults onely to brag of our ſelyes,that 
we have not ſo offended nor will not ſo offend,it is a teſtimony of much 
blindneſſe and unacquaintednefle with our ſelves,and may juſtly cauſe 
the Lord to make us know our ſelves by giving us over to our owne 
{elves inlike manner. 
NE ERY But now a word ofthe common goodneſlc of all,firſt to their Father, | 
mon goodnes.\ they all gathered rogether to comtort him when he was in his great and 
+. Theyat* | exceeding fadneſſe, This was well done, though they had wronged 
for: their Fa- | DIM in being a cauſe of his ſorrow, yet ir may ſeeme they were 
cher in his | greatly troubled tothinke of their naughtineſle, and were carefull to | 
great ſainefſe.) ro uſe all meancs of reſtoring him to contentment againe, Bur ah 
what bitter accuſations muſt thoſe their words refle& upon their owne 
ſelves which they uſed to comfort their Father « How could they 
chooſe butalmoſt bewray themſelves by bluſhing one while and pale- 
neſle another through the cheekes of their owne conſciences, when 
everthey heard himzas often no doubt they did heare him name the 
| name of Joſeph? But howſoever, it was commendably done that now 
2.They were | they ſought roaſſlwage his ſorrowes. All good children ſhould ſtrive 
utituil ro him tg miniſter matrer of comfort to their grieved Parents, and it isan 


in gcing dow . ' 
co z-yprand | Dainous and unnatural) hardnefſeto.doe otherwiſe, 


nor raking Further,they were all dutifull ro him in going downe to Zeypt and 
Benjamin with 


OY not taking Bejamin with them ſecretly or againſt his will, and ſhewed 
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themſclves carcfull of their families and very penitcnc to Joſeph ar laſt, 
and called to mindethis fin in their troubles art Zgypr, and declared 
by their. ſubmionro Toſeph that they had truly repented, beſides in 
their behaviour to Joſeph betore they knew him, they ſhew lowlineſſe 
and good diſcretion.' So in one: word they grew better and better as 
fruits by time grow ripe and mellow, and ar laſt unfainedly repented 


and all turned godly men. 


would be carcfull now in your more ſtayed time to be truly peni- 
There 1s a kinde of amendment by 
which is nor ſufficient ro ſalvation, though it ſomething reco- 
ver the credit. Ir 1s to lay afide thepraQiiſe of ones groffer faults, 
and to frame to a civill carriage and ro a creditable behaviour, 
though {till rhe heart remaine vaine and earthly, and bee not 


committed, Such a kinde of morall amendment 1s better then 
none, but I. pray you that be old, doe not fatisfie your ſelves 
with thar, but mend throughout. See and lament your bad- 
neſſe as well as your bad lives, lament and bewaile in fecret and 
frequently the former diſorders. Be baſe in your owne eyes be- 
cauſe of them, and labour tq get them pardoned, and your cor- 
wpt natures healed, and to ſhine in picty and holinefle. and. all 

dnefſe ſo much the more by how mnch your youth was more 
nacfull. All you thar have beene grievous ſinners in youth take 


[this counſell, learne this leſſon of Tacobs ſonnes. 


| And you young men that have too too much broken forth, O 


Let your Parents have the happineſſe to ſee you reformed in their 
life time, to behold your change, rhar they may rejayce in your 


|reformation, and bleſſe God for his goodnefſe in hearing their 


prayers and granting their deſires, and you may cauſe them to live 
{> much longer and more cheercfully, by ſfecing ſo happy and 
defireable a fight. It will add a new youth to an aged Parent, 
if he may ſce his much offending children returned quite backe to 
the waics of God and goodneſle, moit comfortably will they leave 
arth and gogto Heaven when they leave their children in ſuch 
plight as they may hope to meecte them there ar laſt. 

Bur let us looke into the benefits, which the Lord beſtowed vp- 
on them. | 

Firſt, they had a godly Father and Progenitors and were them- 


| [ſelves members, yea and pillars of the Church of God, of them | 


came a moſt populous and flouriſhing nation, in whom the viſible 
Church continued then, when all the nations of rhe world beſides 
did lic in darkneſlc. 


Church of God to have the Church continue in a mans poſterity, 
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much love and honourin burying him and lamenting him,and ſhewed | 


 . © that you which have beene rude, wilde, debauſhed in youth, | 


humbled duely by the fight of theſe faults which were formerly | 


take your ſelves to tazke betime, and begin to amend betime. 


A greater mercy then this the world cannot have, to be the | 


| 


| 


— 
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3. T heir be- 
nefits, | 
1, They had a 
godly Father 
and themſelves 
were pillers 0 
the true 


| Church, 
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| this-is afingular favour, and God pleaſed to take all theſe ſonnes 
andto make them hires of his promiſe; Tſaac had but two'fonnes, | 
Jacob and Eſav, God tooke Jacob and refuſed Eſav, Abraham had 
bur two ſonnes, God caſt out 7/hmael and gave the bleſſing and 
promiſe to one alone cven to 1ſa&c; but ſce the great favour 
{hewed to all theſe, they be all raken into the Church, all partake 
of the bleſſing, all are made heires of the promiſe. It we confi- 
der their carriage, 1ſhmael never committed ſo - great and mon. 
ftrous a fault againſt the ſecond Table as Iudah, for he never fell 
into inceſt, bur hee ſcorned ſac. Eſaw never did ſo foule a fault as 
Simeon and Levi; but he deſpiſed his birth-right and hatcd 7acob, 
So God did not take theſe for their goodnefſe, bur of his mercy, 
though they were of rude carriage hee ſuffered them not to deſpite 
and conremne the truth and ſo ſtill keptthem within the Church. Fur- 
| thermore, foure of theſe were borne of hand-maidens as well as 
[ſhmarl, and ' yer the Lord rejeded rhem not. This is the firſt 
| benefir, we muſt learne to cſtceme ir a choice mercy that God | 
vouchſafeth us the ſame, in making us members of his Church, and 
in planting the true Church amongſt us. 

| 3 God laved Further, God ſaved them all from a great danger, over-awin 

we denn the Canaanites that they did not purſue and deſtroy them for that 
” | infolency they ſhewed ar Shechem, þ, 

It is a great mercy if God repreſſe the wrath of men towards 
any, ſo that when they have both provocation and power, yet 
they be reſtrained from taking vengeance; God hath the hearts of 
men in his hand and can it he pleaſcth and often doth over-rule and 
over-awe them in this manner, 

z.-They had | Thirdly, they had riches and wealrh in abundance, this is a com- 
ſtore of riches. on benefit, lcarne notto over-cſteeme ir nor abuſe it,and be confi- 
| dent that if. we feare God, he will nor denice us neceſlaries, 
4.1oſepb nouri\ Laſtly, they had a good friend ſent downe to Egypt to provide | 
arr ent for chem, that their families and themſelves might nor verifh by fa. 
| gz mine, and he forgetting all their cruelty and injuſtice rooke care of 
them and their children, comforting and ſuccouring and countenan- 
cing them even after their Father was dead, fo thatthey lived moſt 
comfortably during his life. This is a moſt remarkeable favour, that 
God provides long before for the helping of his people out of di- 
ſtreſſe, and that by ſuch waies as they could never gueſle, of ad- 
vancing ſuch perſons, as they did leaſt conceive ſhould be helpfull | 
ro them, and inclining their hearts to doc them good, of whom 
| rp could leaſt expe kindneſſe, But ſee the folly of man that 
is often bitter againſt thoſe things, by which God intends their 
| great welfare, as Joſephs Brethren againſt his preferment, without 
which they had periſhed, 
Now for their croſſcs we reade of few, they were in danger from 
1 | Eſau when they were children, yer not ſo young but that they had 
| [ſome ſcnce of ir, but that was ſoone over and they were never the 
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better forit. They werein danger at Shechem, but that they conſi- 
dered not of, and God ſaved them afore they were aware. But 
the famine pinched them and their family, andrheir rough handling 
in Zgypt cruſhed them,ſo that they were tamed with it and through- 


ly brought to repentance. Ir is a great goodnefſle of our heavenly 
Father to heale the ſoules of his people by fatherly chaſtizc- 
ments and by blowes to leade them to repentance, 


We mult be thankefull ro God for our eſcaping of famine, 


rough uſage, and other like croſſes, but ſpecially wee muſt beſeech 


him that what croſſes hee ſees fit to inflit, may bee ſanRificd | 


| unto us to bring us to repentance, to revive in us the remems- 
brance of finnes paſt, and humble our hearts for them x 
farre better is it to have medicinable crofles 
then to live at caſe without 


croſles, 
X% » 
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CETTUT STROUD 
THE 
TWENTY THIRD 


EXAMPLE. 


OF 


REVBENSSIMEON, 
LEVLIVDAH. 


EEDPEDEEEPEOSEIDEIHISEIO ES SDS 


f Omewhat muſt be ſpoken of Tacobs ſonnes in ſe- 
verall, ſo many of them as the Scripture ſets 
forth unto us in reſpet of any ſpeciall thing 
done by them. Theſe are Rewben, Simeon, Levs, 
Indah, Toſeph. 

Firſt for Reubes, wee note his bad deeds, his 
good decds, his crofles and benefits. 

Firſt for his bad deeds. Beſides what was com- 
mon with the reſt, He commitred inceſt with his Fathers Coneu- 


— — 


| Mama ' bine, 


Reabou, 


1, His fanlts. 
Gen.3 5,224 
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ted inceſt with 
his Fathers 
Concubine, 
Inceft is 2 

: | great in, 


1 Cor.s. 


pp-3 -ommir-\bine, Bilhah the maide-ſervant of Rachel, whom 7Tacob had taken to 
himſcltc at the inſtance of his wife, her Reaber defiled: | 


"Inceſt is a.greart ſinne, it defileth- the Farhers bed, itis a wro 
to himſelte and the party with whom hee offendeth as any finnein 
that kinde, and it is much againſt nature ſhewing a moſt violent} 
and brutiſh rage of luſt, treading downe all conſiderations even of 
the lawes and rules of nature it ſelfe, in diſcovering the Fathers na- 
kednefſe, and wronging ſo deare aperſon in ſo high a degree, and 
inathing ſo neere-unto him. Pa#l ſpeaketh of ir as of athing not 
ſo-much as named among the Heathen, - and was greatly gricved 
that it was committed and not duely* puniſhed among the Cor1nths, 
Abſalom committed it with an high hand and extreame wiltull. 
neſſe and preſumption, even upon ten of his Fathers Concubines| 


one after another, and thar openly and of purpoſe to vexe his Fa. 


ther and make the jarre betwixt them irreconcileable, the law plaine- | 
ly forbad ir. 


Now how comes it to paſſe that men run into ſuch oroſſe fins? 
Anſwer, Firſt, God pleaſcth to leave men unto themſelves and 


wickedneſſe of mans heart knowne, to humble theoffendours' and 


| juſtice in puniſhifig one finne with another, and in- puniſhing all at 


laſt with much ſeverity, and to warne others by the example of 
the offenders, and therefore this Gods permiſſion is not to be blamed 
'or murmured at : for he is ready to forgive ſuch enormous evi!ls to 
the penitent, as he did alſo pardon Revber, | 

Againe, the Divell out of the filthineſſe of his owne nature and his 
; moſt ontragious wickednefle and deadly hatred of God and man, is 
ready to thruſt men out even into ſuchabhominations, becauſe the grea- 
\rer the offence the more it diſhonours God, and hurts the ſoule, name, 


and all of the offenders, which he delighteth in,and he hopes by one| 
| bad example to draw others tothe like evill, and ſo to docmoremiſ-| 


jchicte to mankinde. : $4 Con 
| And for man, his corruptions are very ſtrong, and there is little or 
[No teare of God before his eyes, wherefore by degrees he will 
| 


waxe extreamely wicked, and runne into crimes againſt the very 


cauſe it is akinde of cafie motion to goc from bad to worſe, and 
| eſpecially itis ſoin this corruption of the ſoule, -becauſe every finne 
addes blindneſſe and hardneſſe to the minde and heart, and ſo cauſerh 
the. finnes to ſeeme farrelefſe vile and miſchievous then they be, be- 
ſides all finnes doe flatter with a kinde of carnall and ſenſuall content, 
and ſo carry away the fancic and paſſions, and by them alſo the will 
tOgive conſent and to aR the wickedeſt things. 
Weemulſt learne firſtto ſee our vile nature and to feare and looke 


permit their breaking forth into ſuch horrible crimes, to make the| 


make way for the demonſtration of his mercy, or clſe to ſhew his} 


light of nature : for when any thing begins to corrupt i | 
doth grow worſe and worſe, till it come to extremity ; Þbe-} 


| 


by ourfolyes, ſtriving againſt leſſe fines, that we may nor be delive- 
| re 
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red over to greater through Gods juſtice! and the ſtrength of our| 
luſts, yea to repent of leſſer finnes and ftrive to. ger "them par- 

doned and healed, and to cry carneſtly, to God that he would 

keepe us, ſeeing alas wee be ſorry and fimple keepers of our 

ſelves,thus we may eſcape groſlcrevills: we muſt nor therforc bragge, 

and cenſure, and preſume, but know our-owne nature, pittie others 

and heedfully watch over our ſelves.  , ' 

| - Againe, we arc to be greatly thankfullto God for keeping us from 

ſuch notorious vices, for ſuch is his goodneſle that he reſtraines the 

greater number from ſuch crimes, becauſe he will not have humane | 
ſocieties too much diſordered and pelluted, to haſten his vengeance 
on the world, this reſtraint is a favour deſerving thankes. O how of- 
ten hath Godinthe time of our unregeneracic held us off from 
moſt foule evills that wee would have committed, Ler us mag. 
+ God therefore and not lift up our ſclves for ſuch preſerva- 
tion, 

And if any have committed ſuch vile finnes, let them be much | 
humbled and make haſt to repent , - knowing the goodneſle | 
of God whoif we caſt downe our fclves, is ready to pardon ſuch : 
finnes and finners. Be not hardened, grow not impudent in finning, | 
neither ſceke to extenuate great finnes, but labourto be greatly aſha- | 
med of them, ſorrowfull tor them, and earneſtly ſue for grace to | 
heale your natures, and willingly confefle them before God, if ! 
they. breake our ſo as to prooveſcandalous before men alſo. . 

Now ſec Reubens particular good deeds. | 

Firſt, he turned his Brethren. from their purpoſe of killing 7oſeph, | 7-He wittly 
not by carneſt oppoſition which would rather have exaſperated them | p;chren frow 
and haſtencd the exccution of their evill plot, but by a kinde of ar- | killing of 2% 
tificiall diſcreet and gentle way diſſwading from the unnaturall- |/#?* 
nefle, ſeeing hee was their Brother and propounding a way lefle un- 
naturall init ſelfe to ſeeme too, and yer not lefle fit for their pur- ' 
poſe, kill. him pot with your hands, but caſt him into a pit and let him 
ftarve there. His meaning was not to ler him periſh, bur he knew | 
that hee could not by force take him our of their hands now, | 
yet he had good hope ſecretly and intheir abſence to pull him out 
of the pit anddcliver him ſafe ro his Father. 
| Youſec here reſpe& to his Brother mixed with tender love to his 
[Father alſo, whoſc affe&ion'to Teſeph hee well knew and could nor | 
(but foreſee that which fell our after, how moſt heavily and indeed 
over-heavily he would take the loſſe of Toſeph. So a good Brother | 
ſhould pittie his Brother, being a man fit to be pittied and fave 
him from wrong. A good ſonne ſhould pitty his Father and Parents, 
and ſtrive to prevent the things that will be grievous to them. Eſpe- 
cially the-more any man hach once finned againſt his Parent as Rex- 
ben had, the more carcfull hee ſhould be as ir were to make a- 
mends for his former wickedneſle, by ſecking to doe them good the 
morc afterwards. | | 


And 
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And in oppofing our ſclves to evil: eounſell and deeds, -we ſhould 
| leathe of Rewben' to uſe wiſedome and prudence, and when: wee 
want” power to doe a good-thing openly, direfly and by 
hand, then to doe it artificially and indirealy and under band, 
pounding to the contrivers of ſuch counſell ſome other way [i 
evill, which-wee may be able to croſſe more eaſily. Ir is not a 
faule to ſeeme to yeeld to ſome ſmaller fault with a purpoſe and 
reſolution of preventing the whole matter, by making a ſhew of 
yeeldance to ſome degree or part of ir, and here you fee ſome ap. 

ararice of evill is not to be difliked, as. Salomon alſo ſeemed to| 
incend the dividing of the living childe, for the finding our of the 
true Mother, When for a little ſpace a man onely ſeemes roaMow 
a fault, that ſhortly after hee may the better manifeſt his diflike by 
effefing ſome good, this is not to doe evill that good may come 
of it,but ro doe good in a prudent manner.Let us take care to hinder 
other mens faults and to doe it wiſely, that over-carneſtneſfe may not 
> He was fu. | hinder our ſucceſle. | 
ly minded ro | Secondly, as heſoughtto prevent his death and hurt, ſo was he fully 
je omg a minded ro reſtore him to his Father againe. 
againe, | Sowe muſtintend and ſecke our fit meanes of bringing our inten. 
| tions about to do good unto thoſe men whom we {ſo caulcleſly purſued 
by ill men and to ſerthem in ſafety and proſperity eſpecially to thoſe 
| thatare neerc unto us, and when wee may bring comfort alſo to 
others by procuring the ſafety of ſuch as arc deare to them, as 1s. 
dah after would have beene a bond-man to Joſeph in Benjanins 
| ſtead, that he might ſend him home in ſafery which would have 
beene lefle to his Fathers griete, becanſe he was more able to looſe 
Indah then Benjamin, When ſuch caſes fall out, we muſt take fir op- 
portunities of doing good. 
z He prieved Laſtly, it grieved Rewben exceedingly when he found his hopes 
ro ſee his | diſappointed and faw 7oſeph taken out of the pit, for thenthough he 
-oinced, and | Aid not know what they had done with him, yer he conjeRuredthat 
roſeph taken | it was not for good that they had remooved him,and therfore he rends 
ho 9+ ie pit» | his cloathes,ſaying in adolefull complaint, the Lad is not youder, and I 
\ whither ſhall 1 goe? He could not thinke I ſuppoſe of incurring his Fa- 
thers anger for not preſerving Toſeph, for he might well enough con- 
{ ceive thatthe matter ſhould never cometo his Fathers knowledge, but 
| ſorrow for his former fault by which he had grieved him very much, 
madehim exceedinglyHheavie,that now a new crofſe ſhould fall out to” 
ore Iacob, which he knew would cruſh him much more thenhis fault ' 
had done. So that conſciouſneſſe and penitent ſorrow for his former 
 evill;, nade him much more loving now to his Father,” much more de- 
| firous to prevent his griefe, and much more diſcontented and trou- | 
bled when he found himſelfe prevented of the thing hedefired. 


All men muſt learne tobe prieved if any occaſton fall out Tor 


| 


— 


| their wills and knowledge, by which they be hindred from doing 
| ſuch good as they intended, Indeed it can hardly be thought, that 
| SO OF TE SUL OE AHIG AE WO ee 


ah 
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thee could finde in his heart to- rake ſuch a fruitleſſe and boor- 


[told him, thar hee would uſe as much care and diligence for 


one did ſeriouſly purpoſe to croſle an evill plot, if the thing being of | 
weight, he be not ſcriouſly troubled, that he is diſabled from croſſing 
is, | 
| Butthe matter which I would moſt commend to the imitation | 
of children is this: The more they have by their offences grieyed 
their Parents already, the more carefull they muſt bee to ſhew 
their love and reſpect unto them afterwards by all meanes, and to 
take heavily thoſe things which they know will grieve them. | 
Bur moſt wicked and impenitent and graceleſſe muſt they be coun- | 
ted that ſtill adde wrong to wrong, and perſiſt in a continuall | 
courſe of vexing and tormenting their Parents hearts by their miſ- | 
\demeanours, breaking forth {ill more and more. | 
Further Reuben did a goon worke when hee ſought to remooye | 4 fc ſought to 
his Father from his ſtifteneſle in reſolving not to ſend Benjamin to rg bs 
A&zypt, and if it were poſhble to winne him to that which was ſo | liffenes in _re-| | 
behoovefull for them all; yea and doing it with much carneſt- | fulns to ſend 
neſſe roo, ſaying, Slay my Sonwes if I bring him not to thees | 7" cog TY 
azaine; hee did not meane to expoſe his Sonnes to the danger 


of death by his Fathers and their Grand-farhers hand ; for hee 
knew him to bee a farre more loving Grand-father, then that 


| 


— 


— — — 


lefſe revenge, bur his meaning .is to deale moſt effeQually with. 
his Father, to perſwade him ro a needefull thing and diſſwade | 
him from an harmefull peremptorinefſe, as much as if hee had 


Benjamins preſervation, as ifthe life of his two ſons did lye at ſtake for 
him. . 
It is a good thing even. very vehemently to ſtrive ro remoove 
our friends from ill and unreaſonable reſolutions, and this may 
well bee done even to Parents and Governours, ſo thar ſtill wee 
obſerve ſuch a manner as may nor diſcover any diſ-regarding or | 
fleighting of them. Ler no man therefore abſtaine from doing ſuch 
agood office to his Governour though it ſeeme nor fo pleafing for 
the time, for at the laſt it ſhall ſo commend ir ſelfe to him that ' 
finds the bencfir of it, as that diſlike will bee turned into favour, 
onely ſo that an over-rough manner of doing doe not adde to rhe 
birrernefle of the thing, as it did in 7946 when he perſwaded Da- 
|vidto go out and ſpeak unto his ſervants. | 

| And let not Governours bee offended with thei Inferiours for | 
(taking upon them ſo farre, It is no tranſgreſſion of duty, even car- | > 
|neſtly ſtrive to diſſwade or perſwade a Ruler in ſuch things. It 
| is weakeneſſe enough in a Governour on ſuch an occaſion to ſay, | 
nay, but to chafe and bee angry is a double fault, wee 
(finde noc ſuch diſtemper in Jacob, This is the good of Rew. 


| ey. * M: Bey : His crofles, 
His affli&ions, ſo farre as is recorded, were not many, indeed |His Father | 


—_— 


his inceſt on his 


none þut what was common with his other Bretheren, except we |Pindedim of 
may death-bed. 
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may count thar-a crofle , that hee was ſuffred ro finne ſo farre, 
and doubrlefſe ir was a corrafive to him all his dayes after; and 
that his fore-mentioned gricfc, as it was in ſome ſence an a of 
vertue, ſo it was aſuttering of evitl, Forto be grieved for ſome miſer 


like ro befall our friends 15a great miſcry to him that fo grieverh.. 4 | 


Bur one croſſe hee had, 


thar his Father did minde 
him of his fault on his death-bed before all his bretheren, and! 


| 

| did then and there diſ-inherit him, he rooke it well, agd made ng 
| angry reply. | 
| | Ir is an afflition to bee diſ.inherited or otherwiſe deprived of 
any benefit-which elſe wee ſhould have had; becauſe of our finnes: | 
And wee muſt learne when ſuch a crofle is laid upon us, to beare 
it quietly and fruitfully too, I meane fo as not to -breake forth in 
anger and diſcontent againſt him that doth withdraw ſuch things | 
from us, nor yet to paſle it over flcightly and careleſly as not re. 
garding the hand of God, but to accept it as a juſt puniſhment of 
| ourfaults, and make it a meanes of renewing and increafing our Reper-| 
Lance. 


3. His benefics| Of rhe benefits of Reuben befides the common, we read of his 
hee had divers 


fruitfullncſſe, for hee had divers ſonnes when they went downe to | 
_ | &gypt, and ſo hee made- one of .the twelye Tr.bes. Wee have 
| noted this mercy afore in others; let us rake heed that the com-' 
monneſle of this merty make us not diſvalew it. A benefit.is no 
| Whit lefſe to be eſteemed, becauſe the Lord youchſafeth ro com- 


monicateitto many, and it is nothing but ourfolly that takes occaſion 
to fleighr ſuch favours. MINS 
FEE 7 --| Now I come to Srzeonand Levi, we have their ſpeciall fin and the 
vi heir ſinne| Puniſhment of it noted. . 


gon P The finne is double. Firſt, They were the Actors ofthat blou- 
. Ec mur et | 


of the Siche.) dy and ragefull murder and ſpoyle committed on the Sichemites, 
mites. 0 killing Hamor, Shechem and all the Males. They drew their 

ſwords and went in boldly on the third day when all were ſore, and 
[ſlew all the men they met withall. 7acob doth curſe their rage and anger, | 
| and doth abominate the ſame. : 
| Ir is a grievous finne to kill men in a wrathfull paſſion, without 
[juſt warrant and calling from God, indeed to kill one particu- 
lar perſon is ſinne enough, and calleth for the Sword of the 


| Magiſtrateto cur of the ſinner, how much moreto fill ones hands with 
blond, and killas here a whole city or rowne. 


Murder is a finne againſt the light of Scripture and of Nature, 
| againſt the Lawes of GOD and every well ordered Common- | 
weale, a groſle finne and palpable, a miſchicyous finne, wrong- | 
ing the Perſon murdered in his life, the pretiouſeſt thing hee hath, | 


Murder is Yy 
great liane, 


with an irrecoverable wrong, wronging his Friends, wronging the | 
| Common-weale, and wronging GOD extreamely in preſumptnous 
Lucroching upon his prerogative, to be the taker as hee hath becnethe 
iv crot lifc. 
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O be thankfull 'to the living God, that hee hath kept you from | 
this red and crimſon finne, eſpecially if any have beene fo inflamcd | 
| with rage as once David, that he hath even deſired, and reſolved, 1 
| and intended, and attempted to commit murder, as it fell outto .Da- | 
vid, and he hath kept him fromir, cither by preventingthe occaſion, 
| or ſome counſel] comming berwixt, or ſome diverting of the blow | 
orthe like, O let him be thankfull that he hath eſcaped the fat of 
murder, as well as be humble, that he hath defired to commit, rhe 
faulr. Wee muſt nor aſcribe ro our ſelves the immunity from groflſe 
finnes, and pleaſe our ſelves in our eſtate becauſe of ir, but we muſt | 
giVE God the glory, and loath and abaſe our ſelves and our bad 
Inature, that ſhould fall into them if wee were left to our {clves, 
chiefely if nothing have ſtopped us from them but want of op- 
portunity. _ | 

And now cver mortifie anger and wrath, and revengefull boyling 
of heart, for he that nouriſheth wrath, malice, envie in his ſpirit 
within, ſhall atlaſt be carried away ſo farre with that inward diſtem- 
per, that if occaſion offer it ſclte, he ſhall lame forth into the groſle 
2& of murder. All corruptious being fed in the heart within, doe 
gather ſuch Ah, bag that if there be firnefſe of ocealion they will | 
breake out indeed : O bring not your ſelves into ſuch a temper, 
that the Divell ſhall have you in readineſſe tro make'murderers | - 
of, if ever hee can fit you with time and place and other circum- | | 
ſtances. | | 

Beware of blouds, beware of blouds, this ſinne teares the con- | 
ſcience in an hundred peeces when once it is made ſenfible. This ; 
ſtnne leaves a deepe ſtaine, ir begets grievous horrors, and makes | 
the ſoule ſtill fierce in pronouncing evill againſt it, after it hath beene 
fierce in doing ſo great anevill unto others. Pray to God to preſerve 
you from ir, and getmecke, gentle, quiet, patient ſpirits, which may | 
\keepe you from being provoked with wrongs. | 
| And if any of you have tranſgreſſed in this kinde, though not in ſo 
bigh a degree, let che example of theſe two incourage him to repent, 
and make him flic to the throne of grace, that God would worke in 
him true repentance, and both pardon and healehim. You fee two 
[young men here drowned in ariver of bloud, moſt innocent blond, 
'by them moſt cauſeleſly and groundleſly ſpilt, you ſee them yet par-| 
_— Nay they were ſtained with their brothers blond, whom 
they conſented to kill, and actually ſould for a ſlave, and yet they | | 
'be pardoned. Runne to God, hee can pardon many murders as} 
well as one angry word, and will doe it if you ſubmit and convert. 
He that judgeth himſelfe for his ſinnes paſt, reſolving thoroughly by 
Gods helpe to reforme his heart and life, and takes boldnefle to aske 
remiſſion and ſancification at Gods hand in Chriſts name, ſhall 
be penned. although the guilt ofthe bloud of God the ſondid ſticke 
to his fingers. 

{ Bur =_— faule they committed, when their Father in the bit- 
N n rernefle®' |] 
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ed no repen 
cance when 


[| chcir Father 


told them of 
thei tauit, 


Us n, The Example of C H A P.29,&c, 
as, 


| 


| 
| 


| 


, 
, 


rerneſſe of his ſoule and his great feares told them of their fault ang | 
their danger, they ſhewed no repentance, no feare at all cither of: 
God or men, bur returned him a ſurly kinde of fooliſhexcuſe, ſaying, | 
ſhould he abuſe our ſiſter as a whore. If you frame this anſwer into a due | 
forme of reaſoning, and apply it to the juſtifying of their murder, 


| rently juſtifying the faule in a kinde of angry mutrering 2t the re. 
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for to thar purpoſe they alledged it, it muſt runne thus, Tf any man | 
wrong us notoriouſly wee may and will kill him, and there is no cauſe 
of reprchending us, but hee hath done ſo, for he hath abuſed our 
fiſter as an. whore, wherefore we doe not deſerve to be reprooved | 
for killing them. Firſt if they had flaine onely the raviſher, it might 
ſceme to have beene juſtified by this reaſon had it beene good, but| 
Hamor and the other Citizens knew nothing of this abuſe, ar leaſt 
they were not guilty ofit, none of them had abuſedtheirfiſter. Se: 
condly, who ever made this law, that a man greatly wronged ſhould: 
kill him from whom he had received wrong; fo their reaſon is naught, 
and if it were good, yet would it not reach farre enough to juſtifie their 
deedes. 


Here we have two faults, to an{wertheir Father ſurlily,and impeni- 


proofe ; this is acommon fault amongſt inferiours, if they be repre. 
hended, they goe away grumbling ſome forry excuſes or other being 
angry within, and ſhewing it as farre as well they dare by mumbling | 
out ſome fond words, ſo as they cannot be diftintly heard. This is/ 


a kinde of replying to Governours ard is a finne, ſhewing that there 


_—_ 


is no ſparke of true repentance for the fault, at leaſt that then that| 
| ſparke is even raked up. Butif after the heate of paſhon that carried! 


one to commit the faulr, a man be told mildly of his fault, and then 
mumble out ſuch fooliſh excuſes, ſure he is not penitent, and in very 
| deede ſuch mutterers would have their mouthes ſtopped and ſtomacke | 
taken downe with ſmart and blowes. This ſhewes a fleighting of! 
| the Goverrour as well as not repenting of the fault, I pray you in- 
feriours now you are quier, confider how undecent athing itis, and 
how ill beſeeming your places 2 that you may blame it in yeurſcl.. 
ves, and condemne it for the future, and fecke to get it pardoned, | 
And now learne to doe better, give ſuch an anſwer as theſe young | 
| youthes ſhould have done bur did nor, that is, confeſſe your offer | 
ces, humble your ſelves, reſolve upon, and unfaignedly promiſe | 
amendment, and pacific the anger at once of God, your Gover-| 
nours, and your owne conſciences. | 
And ſee in them a ſecond fault in this one anſwer, a bearing out 
of themſelves in their finnes without feare, ſhame or remorſe, and | 
rhat upon ſo fond a pretext as this, that they had received a wrong} 
firſt, To continue heardned in a finne, ſuch a finne, not to be able 
| to fee the harcfulneſſe of ir, not to feele the weightineſle of it, not 
[to feare the jyſt judgements of God and due puniſhments of men, but 
|1n ſteede of ſorrow to ſhew ſtiffeneſſe, as much as to ſay, if it were to 
; doe againe Iwould docit, and I am not ſorry that I have done it, this 
is 
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is 2 great badnefle, and to beare ones ſelfe thus in finne upon meecre 
falſe conceits, that haveno probability of truth inthem, argues a moſt 
blinde minde and a ſtupid conſcience, and makes the finne much 
more offenſive ro God, as ſhewing that the mind is not carried to 
finne on a ſuddaine temptation, bur gives it ſelfe to finne our of the 
place it hath given to the belecfe of falſe principles, as theſe had con- 
cluded with themſclves, that it was reaſon to kill him thar abuſed their 
futer, and therefore deliberately had reſolved to doe it. Ler us take 
heede to our ſelves, that we be not thus hardened by the deceitfulnes 
of finning. 

; Now the puniſhment of this finne is this, that they were minded | Their punith 
of it by Tacob, and had not that part of the birth-right ſetled upon | 2*"* q 
chem though the next in age that Rewben had forfeited, but were | & 2,0 Pf 
ſcattered and divided in 1/rael, and made to be two of the ſmalleſt | birth-right. 
and meaneſt tribes, not fit either to command and rule, or clſe to | 
have the double portion, becauſe of their ſmall number. God did 
afrerwardturne this to Levi to a bleifing, but in irſelfe it was apuniſh- | 
ment. God canſeth that for murder and ſuch infolencies toward the 
Father, the whole poſterity after them doth fare the worſe in carthly 
things for their fault, and juſt it is that he ſhould doe fo, for hee 
lookes upon Parent and childeren, as upon rooteand branch, making | 
but one common bodie- where cach is a part, and therefore in ſmi-| 
ting the roote doth bring miſery upon the branches too, and contra- | 
rily. O letus rake upthis argument to fortific our reſolutions againſt 
finne, ſhunne carneſtly the doing of thoſe'evils which may provoke 
Godro ſcatter and diſperſethine ofspring after thee. 

And ſo much of Simeon and Lever, onely we have mention of Levies | Levies death, 
death too, how long he lived and then he died, Zxed.6.15. that he li- / | 
ved 137.ycares. 

_ of Indabin {everall,confider his faultsand vertues,benefirs and | 794% 
croſſes. 

His faults were theſe beſides what was common in the matter of | Tisfults. 
of 7oſeph and the reſt. Firſt, thar he ſeperated himſelfe from his Fa- | pathers houſe 
thers houſe, and went and lived with a certaine Canamite called an 
LAdullamite, becauſe he liyed neere a place called _Adwllam, and 
out'of I know not what occaſion, there grew agreat and inward friend 
with him. This was to get out of Gods bleſſing into the warmie ſunne, 
to leave rhe family of 7acob,and table with Hiram, this was roexcom-! | 
| municate himſelfe our of the Church what in him lay, and to bid aduc 
'to God and ll his ſpirituall bleſſings. 
| Irmuſt be noted as agreat fault, for any worldly reſpe&t whatſoc-| 
Yer, voluntarily to transplant a mans ſelfe our of the vifible Church 
Into a profane and unhallowed place where the Churchis not. There: 
where you have Gods Word, Gods Sacraments, Gods Name and 
Gods people, and finde your ſelves ſpiritually edified, there abide 
though it be with ſome inconyeniences to your cſtate, and be wil- 
[ng rather to ſuffer ourward dammage then inward, ſhew more —_ | 
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| of goodnefle then 1ndab did when he was a prophane young man; 
| After you ſee he returned hometo his Fathers houſe;it had beene better 
. not to have departed thenceat all. 
- | 3. He was led) A ſecondfault, beingthere he is led by his eye to marry a Cananit; 
| v7 as e590. woman. It is likely without conſent” or privity of his old Farher, 
?* Iris ſcarce like he would goe to him toaske counſell, whoſe family he 
' had forſaken. 
| Beware young men of crring with Iad4h, and marrying your ſelyes 
ro prophane and idolatrous perſons of your owne heads for finiſter 
reſpeRts, leaſt the Lord puniſh you as he did 1#d4h. The youth of 
' Iadah doth a little excuſe, for he was very yonng when he had his 
| firſt childe, as appeares, becauſe his childe by Tamar viz. Pharez, 
| had two ſonnes ar the time of their going downe to Agypr, when 
| Toſeph was but 39.yeares, for he was 3o. beforethe | ramen of famine 
| came when he ſtood before Pharaoh, and there had beene 7. yeares 
of plenty paſt after his preferment and two of famine. Now Tudah 
was Jacobs fourth ſonne, borne abour the foutth or fifth yeare of his 
' being in Padan, and Joſeph the laſt borne there about the 14. yeare, 
ſo there was ſome 10.yeares ſpace berwixt that, therefore 7oſeph be. 
ing 39. hecould be at moſbbut 49. Tamar by whom he had Pharez, 
was married to' two of his ſonnes and ſtaied till the third was marrige. 
| able, that could not be lefle then ſome 18.0r 19 yeares, and Phares 
could not be thought to have two ſonnes, but that he muſt be ſome 
18. or"19. ycares, which.make ſome 32.ar leaſt, therefore 1u4ah when! 
| hemarried muſt be no morethen ſome 18. or 19.ycares. His youth 
therefore I fay cxtenuates his fault;: bur let none of your ages be ble-| 
| miſhed'with ſucha fault,” as was too blameworthy even inthe greene. 
neſſe of his youth. DP 


| » , . * | ® 6. | * 
z- He commit-] Thirdly he ſinned in committing as he thought whoredome with 


d a $ } gh . * F y- * * . . ” 
Ta A a profeſſed harlot, but it was indeede inceſt with his daughter in law, 
* 5 T 


law. who of purpoſe lay to intice him inthe habit of a harlot, by the way 
| where ſhee knew he muſt goe 3 This is a filrhineffe, that a man ſhould 
ſuffer himſelfe ro be ſo farre inflaved ro: luft'after a digguiſed: harlot 
by the way, asto ſolicit her, and hire her, 'and abuſe her. "He was 
ar that time a widdower, and thetime of meurning-for his wife was 
paſt, andnow he made no great conſcience-of {inglgwhoredome; but 
God will judge whoremongers, and whoremonrers ſhall -nbt inherit Gods 
kinedome. Roy 2-5 
It chere be any amongſt you as bad as 1#4ah, that makes little con- | 
{cience of avoiding whoredome if he may doe it cloſely and with- 
[out knowledge, and hath abuſed his wealth ro hire an obje& for his 
low +47 Juſt to worke upon, he muſt ſee his fault in 7#dah and repent 
[OT Mt 2 2175 | 
; | And you'muſt all be exhorted to arme your ſelves with areſolu- | 
rion'6fAying. fornication, and.of watching over your ſelves, and ſo 
'cafefully 'reſiſting; the firſt motions ro evill, that you may not be ſo | 
(EO Ing and enticed, And ſuch as God hath _ of a, 
75 207% efter | 
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' [better temper, then that ſuch an objeR would ſo ſoone intangle! 


them, and hath not intangled them, muſt acknowledge Gods favour | 
in preventing them from ſuch evills, and take heed to themſelves | 
that they allow not others as bad, revenge, quarrelling, drunken: 
neſſe,deceit or the like. | 


Another fault of 14dah was, that he diſſembled with his daugh- 
ter in Law, making her belceve ſhee ſhould have his fonne Shelah, 
if ſhee would ſtay a little till - hee was growne up, but never meant 
to performe it, nor did not goe about to: accompliſh the marriage | 
when the young man was growne up, which cauſed her to thinke | 
of a ſharpe and lewd revenge, even to draw him to doe that un- 


m— which his ſonne ſhould have done lawtully, raiſe up ſeed ; 


to his brother, acuſtome which was then in vſc amongſt them I 


You muſt learne to take heede of counterfeiting and deceiving, | 
making promiſes alone for ſhifts and delaies which you minde never 
to performe, butalone to ſerve a preſent turne eſpecially in matrers | 
of ſome weight. This is flat Iying for to ſpeake otherwiſe then | 
my meaning is, togoe againſt the minde and to utter falſehood of | 


ſet purpoſe, as much as any other made lie can be thought to be, | 


good, how can hee ſay hee is a true. .1ſraelite.in whom there is fo 
much guile 2 How can hee ſay that hee ſpeakes.the truth tharis in 
his heart 2 yee falſe promiſing double tongued 'men, ſce how. you 


intend, and know that upon good reaſon you may intend to per- 
forme, and when the promiſe is made, give it ſeaſonable accom- 
pliſhment. Wee muſt reade Stories and Scriptures to ſee and amend, 
not to excuſe thelike faults in our ſelves. 

But 7vdah ſhew'd a fault or two more in dealing with Tamar, 
when her big belly ſhewed what ſhee had done, hee forgar his 
owne naughtinefſe and would have had her burnt. What autho- 
rity he had in that place I know not, whether he had made him- 
felte a member of that towne of A adullam, and had gotten to be a 
Ruler, but ſhee was accordingly brought: forth to be burnt, and 
then ſeeing the fignes hee” could not deny them, and then blames 
himſclfe, and the ſentence of burning grew cold, becauſe both or 
neither it ſeemes wereto be burnt. But before hee knew his owne 
guiltineſſe, hee was glad to have an occafton of being rid of her, 


[know not on what ground, but it ſeemes to be from God, becaule |. 
[he did eſtabliſh it by £oſes Law after. | 


yet nothing more common then this, men for anadyantage will pro- |- 
miſe and ſay any thing which they never meane or thinke. ro make 


be diſhoneſt and unjuſt, and falſe men, .and learne*to bewaile and | 
amend this wickedneſſe. Now promiſenothing but what youfully 


_ lys | 


| 


4. He difſem- 
bled with his 
daughrer in |} 
Law, 


| 
5.-He forgat 


his owne 
naughrinefſe, | 
& would have; 
had Tamar 1 
burnt, | 


that his ſone Shelah might ſcape her, 

Loe what raſh cenſurers wee are like to be of other mens faults, 
and willing to have them puniſhed, in the meane time forgetting 
our owne as great offences; Let us learne to be more moderate, and 


to have the wiſedome to looke upon our owne offences before they 
Nn}3z : _.be 
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be brought ro our mindes by ſuch tokens as made Jadah conkefe 
his fault. 
ppp Againe, when 1#4ab had committed whoredome,he gocs his way 
| whoredome, | Never repenting, but all his care is to redeeme his pledge by ſen. 
_ _— to | ding the kid, which either was of lefle worth or art leaft not fg 
| pledge, | apt to bewray him, and when the woman could notbe found, and| 

af [char his ftiend returned aſhamed to make fo infamous an inquiry, | 
| hee ſaid, let her take it leaſt wee be langhed a, fo the finne did not 
much moove him if he might eſcape the reproach. 

It is thus with moſt men, ſuch a fleepic conſcience they have! 
within them, that if rhey beare out the fault with ſecrecy, they be 
not grieved for it, onely reproach by having the buſincfle knowne 
would make them ſtartle and be troubled ; O if any be ſo affeted, 
he ſhewesthat no feare of Godis before his eyes. 

{ Ler us labour atleaſt to have ſo much truth of goodneſic left in 
us, that if we ſhould fall into any groſſe ſinne though never o ſe- 
cretly and without knowledge of ir to any, yet we maght be affe. 
| Red with ſorrow in regard of the offence done to God, and ſo fall 
|downe before him and lament it, and contfeſle it, and repent of it 
| before him, and renew our purpoſes of amendment and ſue for par- 
don and helpe, which till wee have done wee are not recovered out 
| of the ſnare of the Divell, but ſhall be carried into the ſame finne 
againe and againe, ſooften as he can preſent us with occaſions, He: 
that can let finne goe. lightly away if no naturall evill follow -from 
it, is cither deſtiture of all graces or hath his graces much abated and 
infeebled by the prevailing of cotruption. 

| Hitherto of Indahs faults, now his particular good deeds. 

ms yerrues. j| Firſt, hereturnedar laſt ro his Fathers houſe, and dwelt there with 
at laſtro his | his Brethren as amember of his Fathers family againe, when hee 
| Fathers houſe.| ade his returne I know nor, but that hee did it is moſt cer- 
taine, 

If any have departed out of the Church and ſociety of good men, 
let him learne of Indah to rurne backe againe the better way, andto 
come home to the place where God dwelleth. David was grieved, 
that hee was forcibly driven out of Gods Inheritance, and wiſhed 
nothing more then that he might have liberty to dwell in Gods Ta- 
| bernacles. Let us if we have baniſhed our ſelves from ſuch habita- 
| om be carefull ro returne with ſpeed from our voluntary wan- | 

ring. 
FRF: hd Sontdly, Indah ſhewes himſclfe ſomewhat humbled for his ſinne | 
humbled foc | With Tamar, for ſeeing. thetokens he had lefr with her, and knowing 
his finne. | his fault, - hee confeſfeth his fault and ſaith, ſhee «s more vigh- | 
teous then I, For Shelah was  growne up and was not given uato 
her. 

So muſt-wee doe, if wee: have finned and beene-an occaſion of | 
others. finnes, ler us. juſtifie-- them above our ſelves and con- | 
demne our ſelves more then: them, and nor: bee poſleſſed aro 
"he 
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the partialiry of ſelfe-love, as ſtill to ſtand in our 6wtie light, | 
denying the taulr or laying the blame upon another. True repen- 
tance will be readyto blame it ſelfe, butan impenitent heart is witty 
to caſtthe blame ſtill from it ſelfe upon another. 

| Againe, itisfaid, hee knew Tamar no more afterwards, and wee 
'reade not of any other wife or childe he had afterwards, {o that he 
forbare her becauſe ſhee was his daughter ' in Law, and forbare to 
take another wife volunarily,it is like,in hamiliation fort this unbridled 
fat he had committed. 
If any have finned in unlawfull deeds of this kinde, his care muſt 
be with 1#44h to offend ſo no more, and to be ſo humbled with his 
tormer offence, that the conſideration of it may make himtemper him- 
ſclfe for the future, 

Further, 7udah carried himſelfe well towards his Father, for hee | ye carried 
was carneſt to get him ſend Benjamin with them to the Goyernour in | bimſelfe well | - 
Egypt, and at Fan prevailed by interpoſing his faithfull promiſe to | ** 5 Farhek 
bring him backe againe, as you reade in the Story. Gen. 43+ 

It isa good thing in an Inferiour to turne away his Superiour from 

ſtiffencfle in an indiſcreet purpoſe, and he hath performed a worthy 
office, that hath fo farre prevailed with his ſuperiour for the good 
of himſclfeand of others, wheretfore doc this good deed with hum- | 
bleneſle and diſcretion, as occafion ſeryeth. 
The laſt good deed of Iudah and moſt commendable, was his | 4.He faichful. 
faithfull keeping of his promiſe with 7aceb, in offering himſelfe to | !y kepr pro- 
be abondſlave in Bezjamins roome, whoſcabſence he knew would | 7 ith bis | 
even kill his old Father, ſo that hee was content to take the pu-| 
niſhmenr of anothers fault upon himſelfe, rather then falſify his word 
of preſenting the Lad againe unto his Father, How was love and. 
faithfullneſſe joyned both in one at 2 
We muſt learne to practiſe even ſo, to love aParent ſo, as if it be 
poſſible to prevent his griete with our owne ſo great a miſery as perpe- 
tuall bondage during life. 
How mucharethey roblame that occaſion their Parents miſery by 
their wilfull finnes, and can well cnough be content to ſec their 
[Parents goe- mourning to the grave, even for their incorrigible 
—_ . Sure the affe&tion of pood children is farre orher- 
wiſe. 

And now children, havea loving pittic to your Parents, and frame 
your ſelves ratherto ſuffer any miſery then the fight of your Parents pi- 
ning away.in gricfe, eſpecially thenthe procuring of it by your owne 
miſdemeanours. 

 Againe, heſhewed here grearfidclity for having given his Word to 
his Father, that he would bring Benjamin againeto him, he preferres 
the performing of his promiſe before his owne liberty, and would 
rather keepe his promiſe with his Fatherthen liveat home with him 
in freedome. | 

Let uslearne toſhewthe like care in keeping our promiſes, events | 
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5.He did cou- 
ragiouſly beare 
an evill acci- 
dent, 


His croſles. 
1 He had two 
yery wicked | 
ſonncs, 


His daughter 
in Law drevv 
him to inceſt 
when he in- | 
tended for- 
nication onely. 
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ſudden blowes may not diſable us from carrying our ſelves diſcreete. 


God himſelfe could not brooke them, but even ſlew them for their 
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doe what wee have ſaid chiefely in matters of weight, though wee 
cannot doe it without great inconveniences toour ſclves, let us keepe 
promiſe though it betoour hurt. | 
' Againe, 14d4b makesa moſt pithy and rhetoricall ſpeech to roſeps, 
foraffeRion will make arcaſonable wit to doe the office of a gogd 
Orator. This was a commendable thing in 1udahto beare ſo ſudden 
and terrible an accident with ſo much ſtrength of minde, that he 
could apply himſclteto take that courſe which was fit and bchoofefull, 
notwithſtanding his griefes. 

Let us labourto be of {o-well compact a ſpirit, that extremity of 


— 


ly even in ſuch unexpected accidents, Thisis a gift that we muſt be 
at Gods hands, and the beſt way toget it, is as 1udahdid, to ſee God 
in it, and be humbled before him for our fins that procuredit, And 
much for 1adahs particular good deeds. 

Now hiscroſles were, firſt that he had two ſonnes ſo wicked, that 


extreame wickedneſle. | 

Itis a croſſethar hath befallen many a Father to have very lewd chil. 
dren'; Labour what youcan to prevent it by being good your ſelves, 
and carry not your {clves ſo wickedly as to pull this crofſe upon 
your ſelves, as 1#dab did in running to Hiram and marrying a Ca 
zaanitiſh woman z for what could he looke for but that the ſonnes of 
ſuch a woman and brought up in ſuch aplace ſhould proove wicked? 
And if irdoe befall any of you or have befalne you, be indeed hum- 
bled by ir, but not put quite out of-heart, Let ithelpe to make your 
ſelves berrer if your children be wicked. | 

Another crofſe was, that his daughter in Lawes diſcontent 
drew her to proſtitute her ſelfe to him in the diſguize of an Harlot 
and ſodrew himto inceſt, when he thought but to have committed 
fornication, 


2. His linne 


It is a miſery to bedrawne into amore grievous finne then one in- 
tenided tocommirt z Letus reſolve to commit none art all, that ſuch 
an addition of faultineſle may not be pur upon our finnes beyond our 
owne knowledge, and if it have befalne us; let us learne to be ham- 
bled very much. Ir is juſt with God to give a man over to a worle 
ſinne then hethought of, that is bold to take liberty ro commit ſome| - 
ſin which he ought not to have done, 

Laſtly, God did cauſe the finne of Tudah to breake forth to his 


brake forth to 
his ſhame, 


ſhame, as you know, though hee feared the ſhame more. then the 
| ſinne. 


Andthis is ſurely a great puniſhment to make ones: evills knowne 


which he hoped ſhould have beene kept till in ſecrecy. And ajuſt 

thing it is with God to diſhonour a man before men, when hee will 

| diſhonour God by finning boldly in ſecret. 

And it God have buried any mans faulrs in darkenefſe, let him 

; bury them: by repentance, elſe they fhall breake- out more eg: 
| u 


———— — 


— 
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fully at laſt day to his utter confuſion. But if God have caſt the dirt 
'of any mans ſin upon his face, and layd his grofle crimes open roall the | 
|world, he muſt make this uſe of it, to be more humbled before God, 
and improve the gricfe that ſhame and reproach will ſtirre in him, to 
the more hearty bewailing of the fin that deſerved it, otherwiſe to be | 
ercatly grieved, for the ſhame is nothing elſe but a carnall and unſanti- | 
fed ſorrow, 
# And ſo much for 7#dahs croſſes. Now his particular bencfits are | His benefirs, 
theſe. 
| Firſt, he was a man of very good natyrall parts, and it ſcemeth ex- | r. He bad very 
celled his bretheren all bur 7oſephin theſe naturall ablilitics as is pro- | $294 natural 
bable, becauſe 7acob truſted Benjamin with him, whom he would no: | 

truſt with Reuben, and ſent him before to 7oſeph, and it is moſt cleare by 
his excellently diſcreete and wiſe Oration, that he made to 7oſeph on | 
the ſuddaine whenthey were brought backe againe with thecup. 

Tohave wit, good ſpeech, good audacity, and other like natural! | 
parts, is a great favour of God, Thoſe that have them not are to 
ſeeke for ſo much the more grace, that the preſence of the more cx- | 
cellent may ſupply the want of the meaner, A lefſe wit with more | | 
grace doth ayaile more to happ.nefle here in the world then a farre | 
greater wit without grace. | 

Apaine, thoſe that have theſe good abilities, muſt take heede of | | 
marrying themſelves and defiling them by being proud ofthemand| | 
abuſing them, but muſt walke humbly, as knowing that they be bur 
common benefits, ſuch as the wickeddeſt enjoy, and things lent by | 
God for which they muſt anſwer. Therefore they ſhould employ | 
them vertuouſly and for good purpoſes, that ſo they may have the 
true credit and comfort of them. Ah ifrheſe be ſandtified, how great | 
E luſtre doe they reccive from grace, elſe the Divell hath more of 
them then any man alive, and yet remaineth a hatefull and a curſed 
\ CrEX' Ure. 

Further, 1udh had a part of the birth-right {etled upon him, with a| z, Hee had al 
rich countrey and the Principallity of ///ae/, that out of his loynes | part of the 
ſhould come the Kings of 1ſraet, and the Meſ14h himſelfe the King of Gee fon 
Kings ſhould be borne, For though he committed divers greart faults, \ him, 
yet none {o over-groſſe and palpable as were thoſe of Reubey, Simeopor 
Levi his elder bretheren. Indeede his fault fell out to be inceſt, bur it | 
was unwittingly, for in his purpoſe it was fingle whoredome not in- 
ceſt. God then ſaw it fit to ſ{crtle a part ofthe birth-right upon him 
notwithſtanding his ſinnes. | 
| It is a great kindnefſe of God to paſſe by ones unworthinelſle, to 
give him {upecriority in bleſſings, though his fines may ſeeme to de- | 
ſervethe loſſeofthem. And though none of us can have that priviledge 
of being progenitors to the Meſ14h, yer God doth often grant riches 
and a flouriſhing eſtate and dignity above others, even to thoſe that 
well-neere equalled others in wickedneſſe. This benefit muſt be ob- 


ſerved with humble thankfulnefle. 


| 
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SP One other of Tacobs ſonnes ( Joſeph alone cx- | p,,;,1., and 

& cepted ) have any great matter rehearſed of | his wife, 

9g them in Scripture, The order of our ſtory | 

'&) requireth therefore, that we ſhould proceedto | 

QF tell you what we read of him, but becauſe his ' 

BA life is related at large in reſpe& of the great ; | 

”& things wrought by him,I will therforc handle | 

{, other of 7acobs contemporaries and of histoo, 

| '  beforeI cometo ſpeake of him, and I will be- 

gin with thoſe with whom T7acob had moſtto dee. 

|” Firſt, we have Shechem commingin an evill timeto diſquiet the peace | *ctem- 

of Zacob now returned and ſetled in the land of Carazr, and in him 

you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naught. 

| Thirdly,his proſperity. Fourthly,his adverſity. 4 | 
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Shechem, Hamor, Hiram, 


Er, Onan, Tamar, the 
AN idianites. | 
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ARID One other of Jacobs ſonnes ( Toſeph alone cx- | p,,;,10, and 
«9 ccprted ) have any great matter rchearſed of | his wife, | 
94 them in Scripture, The order of our ſtory | | 
7) requireth therefore, that we ſhould proceedto | | 
ST tell you what we read of him, but becauſc his ' 
© 1 a 'y life is related at large in reſpe& of the great | 
(SJ ga &4 things wrought by him, I will therforc handle 
SE NV other of Tacobs contemporarics and of histoo, 
'  beforeI cometo ſpeake of him, and I will be- 
in with thoſe with whom T7acob had moſt to dee. 
Firſt, we have Shechem comming inan evill timeto diſquiet the peace 
of Iacob now returned and ſetled in the land of Caray, and in him 
you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naught. 
| Thirdlyhis proſperity. Fourthly his adverſity. 


Skechers. 


His | 


at 4 


"I 


| or both. 
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His ſults, His bad deedes come firſt to be noted, and that was firſt, he gave 
| 1. Hee looked] hjg eye liberty to wander with a luſttull wancring. It. is laid, hee ſaw 


[laſttll N | Dinah ayd tooke her, the Divell and ſinne prevailed againſt him by the 


| Gen. 34- diſordered uſe of his ſence, He gave himſclte leave to gAZC OVer- 
earneſtly upon her beauty and other good parts, wherewith the eye 
is uſually taken and the heart inflamed. Bey -| 

Letus learne to repreſſe an cvill and a wanton looke, and to keepe 
the Divell from poſleſſing himſelfe of this window as it were of the 
ſoule, to be maſter of this conveighance, by which ſo much comes | 
in and goes our of the ſfoule. The eye muſt be looked to with dili- 
gence, by him that would not be ſurprized with Juſt, hee muſt turne ! 
away his eye from beholding this vanity, the beauty of a woman: he 
mult as 706 make a covenant with his eye, that it let nor 1n luſt and. 
wanton defircs, he that mortifieth nor as other of his ſenſes fo this, | 
ſhall never be thoroughly maſter of himſelte, nor get any notable 
victory againſt his corruptions. You are not ignorant of our Saviours | 
command, 70 pull out the right eye if it offend, This is one way of 
pulling out an eye, to bridle it from looking upon ſuch objeRts as | 
may ſtirre up luſt and otherevill deſires inthe heart, and that the eye 
| may be thus bridled, the heart muſt be over-awed with the feare of | 
| God, and ſo ſetled in a firme, ſtedfaſt and full reſolution of not fin-| 
| ning in any kinde or degree, and in an earneſt indeavour to loath and! 
| dereſt finne, not alone to leaye it. Hatred hath ſuch a power over 
| the whole man, thar it will not ſuffer the eye without ſome inward 
cif to fixe it ſelfe upon the thing hated, or any thing that hath a fit- 
[nefle that way. Let all good Chriſtians get the heart ſo armed, and 
| the eye will be ſufficiently defended. Here now is his firſt fault, he 
| looked upona woman to luſt after her, and did not checke the defire, 
;nor refraine thewandring eye, Take heede of the beginning of his 
| offence, if you would not come torheend of ir. | 
2. He enticed The next fault is, he either forced or enticed, or as it is likely, | 


; 
| 
| 


or forced her. 


orced "er partly by perlwaſion and partly by ſome kind of violence brought her 
oo 2, intoa fit place for his purpoſe, and ſo his luſt made more head. ſtrong 
; by firnefle of the opportunity, committed the a& of fornication and 
folly with her, and as it was after ſaid, wrought folly in Iſrael. His 
 finne was the ſinne of fornication, and it is like enough we may call | 
|it a rape, he forced a maiden. I am rather induced to thinke irwas | | 
| done molt by force, becauſe that the maiden made the thing knowne | 
to her Father, who ( had it beene done by her free conſent ) ſhould | 
'not ( it is likely ) have come to the knowledge of it by her meancs, 
' nor could by any other, ſothen he forced a maiden. Ir may well be 
that by faire and curteous carriage he wan her into a houſe, and then | 
| by ſtrength mixed with perſwaſton, wanne her to his will. And in 
| him you ſce the right progreſſe of this finne, when the deſire hath | 
| over-wonne the will and gained conſent, then doth the hearr ſeeke 
the opportunity of time, place and like circumſtances, and by the 


| fitneſſe of theſe Saran is ſo temptedto tempr, and the coales of luſt ys 
0: 


. 


| 
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( blowed, that it Aameth forth and carries a man or womanor both 
co a& wickedneſle. 

IF thereforeany man would eſcape the foule aRs.of this ſinne; he 
muſt o_ himſelfe to the firſt deſires, and croſſe them by follow- 
ing the Apoſtles command, flie fornication, This finne muſt be run h Cor.6.18, 
away from, the onely ſure and moſt ſafe way of eſcaping it istorun 

from it. If Shechers finding theſe deſires boyling within his heart b 
meanes of the fire rhat lighted in at his eye, would have oppoſed wiſe 
and vertuous thoughts, and ſo gotten himſelfe our of the company 
and fight of the Maiden, his defires had not drawne him to that which 
brought himto deſtruction, but he preſently fell to plot and contrive 
how he might get the Maide into ſome houſe and lonely place, and 
| [ceaſed not till he had ſo farre gratified his inordinate paſſton, and 
then loc he was fot at his owne command to forbeare the lewd 'a&i- 
ol, | 

You have heard Shechems fault, next ſee what is commendable | z.What was 
in him. Though hee had donethe Maiden this wrong.to devirgi- yon aches. 
| nate her, yet he continues to affe& her, whereby it is probable that | <1 to afie& her 
hee found her ſo chaſte as that ſhee did not willingly conſene unto | when hee had 
the fore-mentioned cvill at. But howſoever hee continues to affect | 24d her. 
her and defires to repaire the wrong hee had done fo much as it 
might be repaired by making her his wite. This is a matter wor- 
thy ſome good commendation, that his heart is not eſtranged from 
her now when he had given his cvill defires ſome ſatisfation, but he 
| [proceeds to ſecke her in the way of Matrimony, The Law ap- 
pointed too, that if any had inticed a Maiden, hee ſhould marry 
' [her and not be divorced from her during her life, unleſſe her 
Father would not grant conſent and then hee ſhould pay a fine in | Deut.22.28, 
money. mm 

Another thing praiſe-worthy in him is, he takes the right way to | z He acquainss 
get her to wite by acquainting his owne Father with his owne affe. | bis Father 
Qions, and imploying him to her Father to mediate and make up | i bislore 
'the match. All you young men and women, learne the right, due, | creates himto 
[and honeſt courſe of proceeding in Matrimony, if you like any per- | feakero her 
fon and would faine beſtow your ſelves upon them. Acquaint| MP 
your owne Parents firſt,and ler their conſent be'obtained, that they | 
may alſo be your ſaitors, and ſo you may proceed with free conſent 
on all hands. This way of procceding gives honour to Parents, 
brings comfort to children and yeelds obedience to God and fol- 
lowes the rules of right reaſon. So dId Sampſon too in his love, 
Heathen men you ſee here,and in Sampſon Iſraelites that were wiſe, 
and would goe on fairely, tooke this courſe, Let them that have 
beene more prepoſterous blame themſelves, repent;and learne to fol- 
low good examples.all you that are yet to marry. 

Furthermore, it was well done of the young man and his Father too, | ;.txc good not! 
that they ſtood not over-mich upon matter of portion, but bid him | over-much ups 
ke dowry enough. I know that a wiſe care muſt be had this way, | portion, "y | 

O o that | 
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4 He would 
haye all things 
agreed upon 
before mar 


riage. 


5.He was con- 
Rant in his 
love to the end 


23-His benefits. 
He was his 
Farhers hcire | 
who vyas a 
great man, 


HT 


thar the married couple may not want convenient meanes of mainte- 
nance: for to marry without regard of thinking how to live when 
they bemarried, is ſo _ a folly as doth ſhew him to be quite 
bereft of all good underſtanding thatdoth it, but yer money muſt not | 
be themaine matter, as if one went tochaffer and buy and fell when 
they goeto make marriages. 

her ching was commendable inthis young man and his Father, 
they would have all matters agreed upon concerning dowry and 
ether like conditions, andthemſelves having agreed upon conditions 
are carefull to performe them, indeed they were neceffnated, for 
they could not have the Maiden upon other termes. So itis good 
for Parents and all, to make ſome plaine and ſerled agreement of all 
worldly matters, that there may not fall out any interruption afrer- 
wards, to the tormenting of the young peoples mindes with aCuall 
breaking or feare of breaking. 
| Againe, this young man was conſtant in tys love tothe end, and was 
fully ſerled and bent to marry the Maiden here. No man ſhould cn- 
ter into termes of marriage in ſport or jeſt, but ſhould proceed ſeri- 
ouſly and ſerled in that buſineſſe, cſpecially they who have once 
made aſcrious promiſe of marriage cicher to other with mutual! 
knowledge and conſent of Parents, I ſuppoſe that promiſes being 
not limited with any unperformed condition, they are bound in con- 
ſcience to proceed unlefſe a great and very juſt let fall our, and I| 
can ſcarce be made to thinke that they may breake off in ſuch caſe 
with mutuall conſent, My reaſon is, God callcth the betrothed 
Maide his wife that hath betrothed her, and to mee it feemes, that | 
berrothing is nothing but aſerious promiſe of future marriage, and 
thatnothing is efſenriall ro ir but the ficnefſe of perſons for age, and 
the freenefle of undeceived conſent in reſpect of the perſons, and 
conſent of Parents mutually, who elſe may make voide a promilc | 
made to man, ſeeing they make voide a vowe made to God. If any 
of you therefore be guilty of inconſtancy in ſuch caſe, and of fying 
from ſuch promiſes, at leaft let him be humbled, and conſider well 
way your ſelves what you doc before you betake your ſelves to 
OtNErs, 

Hitherfo the young mans vertues, now his benefits. 

He was his Fathers ſonne and heire, and his Fathcr was the Prince 
of that City, he was a rich man and honourable in the place where 
hee lived, even the principall perſon of the houſe. This is a bc- 
nefir indeed, if hethat hath it uſe it orderly, ſo as to walke worthy 
of that placeand eminency, and to get and exerciſe ſa much more 
yertuc; bur if it make him proud, bold to doe evill, as here it may 
ſcemeitdid and very often doth, then it were better be the meaneft | 
of the family, and of the towne. You that be heires to wealthy 


Parents and likely by them to be wealthily lefr, O ſtand not upon 
theſe rermes ſoas to lift up your bearrs to ſwell, but carry humble | 


hearts, and labour to add grace and vertues to your places, elſc or 
a 
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| Wickedly doe Tacobs ſonnes ſeeme to ſtand. on religion for .their ſe- 
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ſhall prooye bur as an high gibberto bring you ro more diſgrace in 
this world and torment inthe next. 

| The miſery of this Shechem was, hee _prooved an occaſion of the 
' bane and overthrow of his Father and his whole Family, and of the 
whole City, and that by falling into the hands of bloody and de- 
ccitfull men. O pray to God to keepe you from having occaſions 
with ſuch perſons, and being faulty of ſach crimes. Beware of 
 grofle finnes and wrongs, for you know not what ſharpe vengeance 
{may lie in waite for you afterwards. Sinne is nor all paide for in 
an inſtant, God doth ſometimes call ſinners to a ſevere reckoning even 
in this life beſides that which is to come, 

So much for Shechca the ſonne, 

Now for Hamer the Father, I have one fault to note, he is ready to 
imbrace a religious adjun, not for religion ſake but for ſome by 
end, eventhar he may get ſuch a wife for his ſonne as he defireth. He 
imbraceth the religion for the womans ſake, not rhe woman for the 
religions ſake, Father and Sonne concurre in this fault. 

| tans fault it 15, religion is made of the by, it ſerveth ſome 
other Miſtreſſe. It is aſtalking horſe for policy on both fides. 


NI Mg 


cret ends, and ir was not well done of them to take areligion 
up for meere private ends : bur ſuch is the cuſtome of the 
men of this world, they can embrace any ordinance for their pro- 
fir and any religion. O looke that you bee intire in imbracing 
| Gods Ordinance and Gods Truth, take heed that ſiniſter ends doe 
not marre and deſtroy your ſeeming religiouſneſſe, and make thar 
you ſhall ſceme ro God not the berter men but the worſe Hypo- 
crites. 
Aegaine, ſomething was ill done of him, weſec noſharpe correti- 
on nor reproofe of his ſonne for his wrong done to Dinah, and that 
rovokes the maides friends. 

O how indulgent are Parents to their childrens crimes, ſcarce with 
a word will they checke them, at moſt but with a word for that which 
deſerveth many blowes, yea the {iroake of death. This indulgence 
of theirs often makes children bold to finne, as in Adomiah and 
cAbſalow is ſecne, and ſo doth make them at length correQors 
| of their Parents, that ſhould have corre&ed them. Let Parents take 
heed tothemſelves, rhatthey ſhew not themſelves to love God lefle 
| then their children, by loving their children ſo much as to put out or 
ſmother the hatred of ſinnes and let Parents at laſt learne ro make 
| naturall affe&tion give place to juſtice, | 
| You have hisfaults, his vertues are, 1. To his Sonne, he is wil- 
ling to ſatisfic him in point of marriage ſo farre as was fir, and fo 
ſhould all wiſe Parents be. If the affeQions of their children ca 
'them not to matches too inconvenient, they ſhould gratifie them 


for feare of thoſe miſchiefes which often come by croſſing them, 


and that becauſe nothing is more likely to procure the wel-| 


Oo72 


fare! 
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His croſſes, } 
1. He prooved 
an occafion of 
the overthrow 
of his Father | 
and his wholc 
family and the 
Citicy | 


Hamer, | 
His taults.' 
1.He was wil- 
ling to be cir- 
cumcized for 


a by cud, 


2.He did not 
reproove nor 
corre his ſon 
for the wrong 
done to Dinab| 


| 


His vertues. 
1,He is wil-» 
ling to ſatisfie | 
his ſonne in 
point of mar» | 
riage ſo farre 
as was fat, 
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| | fare of children; then when they be matched to whom they love ; 

Ualeſſe their folly be ſuch as ro make too toe fooliſh choiles, let ' 
Parents learne to fhew themſelves milde and gentle here if in any 
other thing. 


2 He deales Further, he deales well with the Shechemites his SubjeRts, whom 
well with bis | he ſeekethnot to force but to perſwade to accept circumcifion, In.; 
Subicas, per-| ,. . | 
| (wading them] things of this nature a good Prince muſt not compell but allure Sub- | 
to be circumci-| jets, and let them ſee. reaſon rather then feele violence : but 

_ hisreaſon is taken from the profit of the people. That is the wilſeſt ar. 

gument which will moſt prevaile with him to whom iris uſed, and ſo it | 
| ſped accordingly. | 
3- Hee dealt | Pyrther, he dealt well with 7acob too, for in all plaineneſſe he | 
OE ſeckes his daughter for his ſonne, and is willing to yecld ro any. 
ſeeking his | equall conditions. Plaine dealing is commendable in an Heathen, 


— = how much ſhould it be commended ro us Chriſtians ? 


equallcondiri| Now ſec his proſperity.He had a ſonne indifterent good,that at leaſt 
ons, _. | ſought his conſentand ſhewed himſclte orderly, though ar the firſt he 
-_ protect! had beene rude. Ir is acomfort to have a ſonne not altogether rude 


i His ſonne | and miſgoverned, that if he over-ſhoote himſelfe in ſome things, 
was indiffe- 


Iocod. | YE will keepe his order and reforme himſelfte. Be you ſuch children, 
ey 8%" | O ye ſonnes and daughters, and be thankefull ye Parems that have 
| {uch children. 

2. His Subiets He had alſo good Subjefts that would be perſwaded by him, and, 


were good, | ſych Subjects let us learne to be, ſo that we uſe prudence as well as | 
| ſubjeion. 
4.His crofle, 


*:ſ-Ife ang | But his crofle was great, he was over-reacht by crafty heads, and 
all his Family | himſelfe and all his Family and City butchered by bloudy hands. 
and City were, C) how could you brooke ſuch a crofſe 2 and why will not you ſtand 
murthered, | , his | 
| prepared to looſelits, goods, children, friends and all 2 ſeeing you 

perceive in the Shechemites how ſoone all theſe may be loſt, even | 
then when you thinke your ſelves ſecurez and why doe you nor 


thanke God for preſerving you from ſuch both craft and outrage hi- 
therto? 


; FOE Now I procecd to ſpeake of ſome others. The © Adullamite Hiram 
is a better friend then a man, indeed a 200d friend but a bad man. 


Hee, was 2 His friendſhip appeares to be morally good in irs kinde, becauſe firſt 
g00 Mor? 


ne} ir was laſting, ſecondly, it was ſerviceable, thirdly, it was ſecret, 
is friendſhip | Laſting, for it continued to 14dab ſolong, till his third ſonne was mar- 
was rigeable and began before his marriage. You cannot conceive it 
{Laling- | under ſome twenty yeeres ſtanding, though you ſhould thinke that | 
Tudab married about ſixtecne or ſeventeene yeares of age. Friend-! 
iX ſhip is like wine, rhe elder the berter, the longer it laſteth, the moreit 
 isto be praiſed, Learneto be durable friends, ler not a yeare or two. 
ſee you changed and eſtranged, bare be like. Chriſt 'in that reſpeR, 
; whom you love love to the end, unleſſe they doe even tootoo un- 
friendlily caſt you off, and breake the lawes of friendſhip. And 
'thoſe that have beene fickle friends, let them be aſhamed, for ir is 


too 
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tootoo cyident, that th 
'nottheir friends. 

| Againe, hisfriendſhip was ſerviceable, ſtooping to ſomewhat a baſe 
office to helpe 1#dah out with his whoredome as ſecretly and undiſ- 
cernedly as might be. Indeed atrue friend muſt be ſcrviccable to 
his friend not alone with his coſt and labour, but ſometimes allo 
with a little blemiſh, not by helping him to finne, nor lying, or ſo 
orth, bur by doing what may honeſtly and lawfully be done; for 
he ſecret carrying of his faults and ſaving him from blame, cven 
carnall friends are forward enough this way take heed that you denic 
not good offices to your inward acquaintance, and take noleſſe heed 
that you gratific them not with bad. 

For here you ſce the ſecrecy of this CAaullamite, no body! 
knew by him of that fault which he himſclfe knew onely by 1#dah.' 
Nothing becomes a friend better then ſecrecy of his friends faults,and 
he that hath once played the blab in rhis kinde, hath no wrong if hee 
| be never truſted after. Nay verily this may ſceme a moſt juſt cauſe of 
dividing friendſhip, therefore ſo farre as may be without finne a- | 


ey were falſe, ſeeking themſelyes alone and 


muſt affe&this rruſtinefſe, Surely had not 1#dah found him faith- 
a in this kinde, hee would never have ingaged himſelfe fo 
rre? | 
So was Hiram agood friend, but yet he was not agood man, for 
we finde notthar he did rebuke 1»dsh for his fault at all, which he 
muſt have done if he had beene as good a man as a friend. And doe 
youlearne to add thatto other good fruits of friendſhip, even to repre- 
hend them for their faults, though you doe not divulge them, that ſo 
nr "9 may not be a muruall infe&ing of one another but a mutuall 
caling. 
So NY for the A aullamite Tudabs friend, now for Er and 0nar 
Indahs ſonnes. | 
The firſt of them was ſo wicked a man, that God in his juſtice 
would not let him live to ſtaine that good family; O let him be a 
a warning to all you children that youproceed not to ſuch a height of 


| 


gainft God and againft the Countrey and Superiours, cvery friend | 
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Z.vecret, 


| 


Yet he waza | 
bad man, 


| 
Er and Onan, 
the firſt was fo 
wicked that 
God cut him 
oft. | 


wickedneſle in your bloſſoming bud, as to force God to deſtroy you 
before the midſt of vour daies. How ſure is his puniſhment in Hell 
whom Gadin his juſt wrath would nor ſuffer to live on earth ? 

And O yee Parentsbe thankfull if God have not croſſed you with 
ſuch wicked children, ſo notoriouſly, ſo unſufferably naught, or 
if hee have, learne to prepare for ſome untimely end of theirs, 
for often the Lord doth ſo at once corre@t the Parent and deſtroy 
the childe. 
And take heed that youtake not that courſe tobring the ſame evill 
on your children, even to have God give them over to naughtineſſe 
and deſtroy them forit. How isthat you will ſay. Marry not finfull 
wiyes, Idolatreſles and the like, be not inward with bad men, live 
notin bad places. What could Ind looke that Er ſhould ſee other 
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| in the Family of Hiram and in that place and from that Mother and 
| Grandfather but that which ſhould make him very wicked Had he 
lived in Tacobs family, and taken a berrer wife he might perhaps have 
had abetter ſonne ; ler us not make our ſelves guilty of our childrens | 
naughtineſſe by chooſing bad yoake-fellowes, bad friends, bad pla- 

ccs of habitation. 

Onanviasalt® | Now as for 074n he was alſo a wicked man and cut off by Gods| 
cut off by God| hand inhis youth. | 

in his youth. | So much of Indahs two ſonnes. 
Taneravery | Now of his daughter in Law Tamar, who was a very bad and 
bad woman. {lewd woman it may ſceme, clſc (hee would never have invented ſuch 
[a revenge upon 1#dah, as to way-lay him inthe hdbit of an Harlot 
' where ſice knew he muſt goe, and that of purpoſe totry it ſhee could 
intice him to commit folly with her, and you may be ſurc that ſhee 
'did uſe all the art ſhee could ro draw him to this finne, ſecing ſhee 
| placed her ſelfe there for that purpoſe. Indeed ſhee handled him 
ſubrilly, thar ſhee might be able ro convince him, it hee ſhould (as 
elſe no doubt he would) have denicd it. For he would never have 
|becne madeto belecye that this womari was Tamer. Inſtcad of hire 
| ſhce askes his ſigner, ſtaffe and handkercheefe, rokens that were paſt 
all gaine-ſaying. Here is revenge and filthinefle and fraud, and a 
{number of naughts put together to make cach other worſe, Why had! 
ſheo not rather expoſtulated the wrong with her Father in Law and 
beſought him to give her Shelah her husband 2 If ſhee were aſhamed | 
to ſpeake for a husband, why was ſhee not moreaſhamedrocnrice her 
Father in Law by ſuch atrick ? But herein marke the wickednefle in- 
to which revenge will draw them that harbonr it, even to hartthem- 
ſelves that they may hurt another alſo, and rake heed you women of 
following herin a fa of ſo much impudency; onely note Gods 
juſtice againſt 1udah, that would puniſh him by giving him upto chis 
| diſgracefull fa& for his other finnes that were not joyned with ſo 
much reproach. So doth God oftentimes deale with men both 
good and bad, dab cared not togoc from his Fathers houſe, he ca- 
red not to deale falſely with Tamar, and loc now God will ſhame him 
for all by ſuffering him to be catched in Tamars trap. Beware that 
you ſell not over your {clves to ſuchſinnes as:he world dothnot inter- | 
tainc diſgracefully, leaſt God give youover to ſuch as will bring dif- 

grace. 

The Midiani- | We will proceed next to the cMidianitiſh Merchants that bought 
Cones." Toſaph, they were part Midianites part Iſhmaclites, an intermingled 
"4 company and therefore arc inthe ſtory called by both names, here you 
muſt note aſpeciall providence of God, over-ruling the PR of 
theſe Midianites to the ſaving of Tofephs life, and conveighing him 
downe to Egypt - God hath you ſee ſtore of meanes to effect his 
owne purpoſes which men icannot finde-out.. He goes beyond our | 
| thoughts and beyond the intentions of thoſe which are hisinſtruments, | 
as a mnan makes his horſe ſcrychis ture for the diſpatch ages: of 
, | NELICS, 


| 


| 
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neſſes whereof the horſe is ignorant, 

Therefore we muſt learne to truſt his promiſes, even then when 
our eyes can ſce no way how to have them accompliſhed, it pertaines 
to him that makes apromiſe to finde meanes of making it good, If 
another have given his word to pay mee money, hee, not I, 
muſt take care to provide it. We wrong God and take his office to 
our ſelycs if wee be ſollicitous about the meanes., It hee give us 
any we may uſe them, but if none, wee ſhould trouble our {elves 
no _ but waite upon him and let him alone with his owne 
workes. 

Againce, the Migqanites and 1ſhmalites for the whole troope confi- 
ſted of both, were Carrying the pretious things of another countrey 
into Egypt, that they might ſcll them there, and ſo by commerce in- 
rich themſelves and profit the whole world. Ir was well done of 
them that they employed themſelves in Merchandize, tranſporting 
by land the commodities of one place to another for the common 
good,and their owne convenient maintenance. 

Buying, ſelling, traffiquing, tranſporting of commodities from 
place to place are neceſſary ations, withour which the inhabicants of 
the world could not partake of each others benefits, nor ſupply cach 
others wants, and ſo ſhould not be knit together in ſo neere bonds; 
but bythis meanes the ſeverall parts of the world or of any Nation, | 
doe interchangeably communicate whatſocver neceſſary or delight- 
full thing they have cither to other. 

The more pitry it is to ſee men ſo beſotted with pride and vanity, 
that they thinke it a braver and gayer life to live idling at home and 
following bale paſtimes, then to give themſelves to acommodious 
and ſerviceable imployment, But certainely, no calling nor paines in| 
any calling cap ſo much diſ-becomea man, or reproach and abaſe him 
before God and men, that are not charmed with the ſame witchcraft 
that themſelves, then this of having no calling. Better a mender of 
ſhooes then have nothing to doe, better be the meancſt member of 
the body, then a boyleor ulcer,ſuchas the idle man is. 

Butlet men thar profeſſe the name of Chriſtians, look to themſelves 
that they ſhunne the vices with which mans corrupt nature doth pol- 
lute trading and Merchandize in reſpe& of many particular abuſes. 
Make not riches the endof your labour, ſo ſaith Salomon, Labour xo: 
[ts be rich, ſhunne all injuſtice in your dealing, ſhunne greedineſſe of 
gaine that makes one troubleſome to all about him, and uſe juſtice, 
equity, and moderation. Buy as if thou boughtſ nor, ſell as though 
thou ſoldſt not. Uſe the world as nor abuſing it, and then the fol- 
lowing of an honeſt trade doth Ileade you as readily to Hea- 
[ven as thoſe callings that carry a more glittering ſhew in the 
\world. 
| Funther,we muſt conſider their buyi 

alittle of thatcuſtome of buying and ſelling men, how it may ſeeme 
[to haye come into the world. It may ſeeme to have centered either by 


| 


of Toſeph, herewe mult ſpeak 


| 


| 


| 


| 


= 


| 
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ble, 


Pro, 23.4+ 


Buying and 
ſelling of men, 
the originall | 
of it. 
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it, 


Potiphar, 
Potiphar a 
great man, 


The iultice off 1 Anſwer, art firſt fight, it ſeemes harſh to uſe reaſonable crea. 
tures like horſes, and to make merchandize of our owne fleſh; bu} 


 |ſeller. 


\ofthe ſlaughterers, as the word ſignifies, as we would call him, Cap- 


good deeds, his crofles and his benefits, 
{ 


| warre, or clſe by debt; In warre the conquering fide, that had the 
conquered in their power, having faved their lives, did make their 
perſons abſolute ſlaves unto themſelves, making this law too, thar 
the children which they ſhould beger ( bond-men and bond-women 
mixing together) ſhould be alſo bond-men. So camethe greateſt 
number of ſlaves, men ycelding themſelves in battell, made them. 
ſelves ſervants for ever. But it may ſeeme, that debt was another 
cauſe, when a man did owe more then he could pay, his perſon and 
his children became the creditors ſervants, that he might ſatisfic by 
labour what he was notable otherwiſe, ſoit came 10. 
Qweſt, Is it juſt or notto buy and ſcll and keeyy ſervants 


[God allowing his people 1ſ7ael to have ſcrvants, and buy and ſel 
'them of any ſaving their owne nation, doth evidently ſhew the lay. 
fulneſle of it; for it would nor ſtand with his juſtice ro allow thema 
thing unlawfull. | 

| Againe, when S. Paul tcacheth maſters how to uſetheir ſervants, 
land dothnot command to manumit hem, it is evident thar it is law- 
full to have, and therefore alſo to buy and ſell ſervants. . But it is a 
very commendable thing in Chriſtians, that they have as it wereby 
a common conſent, laid downe this cuſtome of bond-ſervice, and 
left ittothe Turkes and Pagans. So in this the Merchants offended 
not, but ifrhey did by any meanes perceive that Toſeph was a free-man, 
as no doubt they did by his manner of carriage towards his brethren, 


then they did grcatly offend in bnying and ſellinghim. Ifir be a finne 


to buy ſtolne goods if one knew them to be ſuch, much more to buy 
and fell a free-man ( if one have any probable reaſons to declare his 
freedome) as if he were a ſlave, bur it is uſnall with Merchants to 
buy any thing that promiſcth gaine, without conſaderation how | 
juſtly it be come by of them that ſellit, of which be you tradeſ-men | 
warned, for thinke you what you pleaſe of it, it is a fearcfull finne, 

and makes you parntakers of the ſame unjuſtice which was found in the 


| So much of the Midianitiſh merchants that did bring 7e/eph 
to Egypt. Now of thoſe with whom he had occaſion to converſe 
in Egypt. 

Firſt, his maſter that bought him, he was a man of principallplace 
and command in Zgypr, his name was Potiphar, his office was, Prince 


—_— 


taine of the Gaurd, Princes of old have had about them, even men 
that attended them continually, as to defend them, ſo to doe execu- 
tion'upon ſuch as themſclyes appointed to die. Such men had need 
of a diſcreet, and prudent and ſtout man to be their Captaine z this 
office was put upon 7oſephs maſter; it may ſeeme by his carriagethar 


he was a man of an indifferent good nature, we will note his faults, his 
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| 
| 
| For his faults. Firſt, it carrieth a ſhew of a fault at leaſt, that having | gi &u1 | 
n a truſty ſteward, and finding-him both faithfull and proſpe- cap3g.5. » 
rous, he gave himſclte wholly over to his caſe, and tooke account |; ©'5* wwe | 
or care of nothing bur of his dier. He would not appoint 7oſeph whar | 1y bow 66 Li 
roviſion to make for his belly, himſelfe would looke to that, ro *2f< baving a 
nothing elſe he would looke. So It may {ceme he was as weuſeto none, 
termeſuch perſons, a very belly-god, that rookethought for nothing | 
but good fare. If he had not beene too much given to his pallar, he 
[would haveletr the matter of his tablingro him as well as other things, 
but that he which would brooke none other thoughts, would him- | | 
ſelke have an eye to his meate, it is a very probable proofe, that he 
was too great a friend Yo his belly, andover-loved fine and dainty fare. | 
A man of place might haye found ſome higher and nobler bufineſle | 
wherein to have imployed his freedome from domeRticall cares, then | | 
about the kitchin : but ſuch an epicure was Potiphar, that his mind | 
ſoarcd little higher then a beaſts doth, to pleaſe his roothand pamper | 
his fleſh with delicacies. | | 
And I pray you bethere not many gentlemen Potiphars, that leave : 
all other affaires at randome, and overſee nothing butrthat they may | 
fare well. Men of great ſtate have little cl{e to doe, and will have * 
little elſe but to cram themſelves, and ſhew themſelves good tren- | 
cher-men. Buſineſſes of any moment they neither doe,nor will know | 
how to doe, bur ſtufte themſelves with good vicualls, and to get | 
'them a ſtomacke is the maine matter of their life, that they may cate 
'a better meale, and digeſt it better. Such as give themſclyes to live 
in pleaſure on earth, and nouriſh themſelves as in a day of ſlaughter, 
are bidden by S.7ames to howle and weepe for the miſerics thar ſhall | 
come upon them, but for the moſt part they be growne ſo brawny- | 
hearted, that they would bur laugh ar Chrift himfelfe if he ſhould 
'bidthem weepe; yetifany amongſt you be ſuch thar cares for no more 
(bur to give himſclfe overto ſports and feaſting, let him ſee how brutiſh 
;he hath made himſelfe, and be ſure that Heaven is ſtill ſhut againſt Dy. 
'veſſes, and Hellis ſtill open to receivethem. 
| Next, I ſhould thinke it a reaſonable exhortation to you that be 
(Chriſtians, rhar if you have leiſure or freedome from other worldly 
—— you would beſtow your time better then this Agyptrar, in 
| 
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ſome profitable ſtudy, in reading Cthicfely the Scriptures, and in a 
large beſtowing your ſelves on exerciſes of picty, and then in other 
fir knowledge, or knowledges whereby you may be better able todoe 
[your countrey ſervice with comfort to your ſelves, you muſt account 
(with God for time. If an idle word muſt come under a reckoning, 


— — 


ure other no lefle idle waſting of time fhall not be flipped over. 
Live as thoſe that know there is a God, that he will call them to judge- 
ment, that ill and unprofitable ſpending of time ſhall goe for a 
crime. No man forbids you good fare, and aconvenient meaſure of 1 
recreation by lawfull ſports, but ro make your lives nothing elſe 
bura chaining of breakefaſt, dinner, ſupper togerher, with the mr | 
| i 


— 
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of divers kindes of ſportes, if this be not a ready way to Hell, I pro- 
|feſſe I cannot find any in Scripture or in nature, that will bring men 


thither, doe you think that our Saviour ſpake the Parable of the rich 


k | 
glutton in vaine | 


| 
| 
| | 
| He beleeved But another fault of his was, that he belecved his wives cunning 
pong non {lander againſt his ſervant 7oſeph, and was ſo wrath, that inſtantly he: 
es} kis ſer. | Caſt him into priſon, very likely without calling him, or at leaſt 
yanr, patient hearing him to anſwer for himſelfe. Shee accuſed T7oſeph tg 
have inticed her and offered to -raviſh her, the man belceye 
his wife, is in fierce 'wrath againſt innocent 7oſeph, and impriſong 
him. | 

It isa faultto receive arepor tor accuſation againſt any man with full 
belcefe, ſo as to ſuffer wrarhto ariſc againſt the perſon accuſed, untill 
| 4 man hayec well weighed the matter, and givenrhe man accuſed leave 
| to uſe all the good wayes of clearing himiclfe. And by how much! 
the fault is the greater wherewith any one is charged, by ſo much 
| calincſle to beleeye it, and an over-ſpeedy intertaining of the accy- 
ſation is more blame-worthy, becauſe it ſhewes lefle charity, for a 
common imperfection is very likely to be found in the beſt men, but 
| we mult ſee cauſe to ſulpe& him of great naughtineſſe, concerning: 
| | whom we belecye a grievous accuſation. It was Savls fault alſoto | 

be open cared unto falſe accuſers, indeed the conſideration of the 
perſon accuſing, a wite, her manner of doing it inſuch a bold, and 
| wichall ſubrill taſhion, faigning her ſclfe to be ſo vexed arthe indig-| 
nity, thar her ſervant ſhould offer ſuch athing ro her, and then the 
fight of his coat in her hand left there, as others that came in at her 
cry would witnefle juſt upon his going out. All theſe mitigated his 
fault, but did not wholly excuſc it; for hee ſhould have conſidered 
how faithfull 7oſeph had ſhew'd himſelfe, and how vertuous, and 
ſhould not have conceived that he would ſo ſoone haveturned ſo del- 
perately evill,as to have offered violence to his miſtris. 

Be you therefore humbled, if any of you have beleeved and beene 
Jangry with, and puniſhed ſo much as you could, another for a fault 
; wherewith he was wrongfully burdened, if the end or ifſue make it 

| appeare the party was innocent, though the perſon accuſing, and man- 
[ner of accufing may extenuatethe fault of your credulity, yetitcannot 
utterly take it away. 
| | And now learne to uſe both cares, afore you credit a report or 
/accuſation againſt any whoſe courſe hath beene vertuous and com-| 
| mendable, though ir come even from a wife or parſon very necre. 
| Indeed a man whoſe knowne cvill carriage doth give it ſelfe for a 
| very probable argument of his guiltineſſe, hath no wrong if a pro- 
| bable though not all our true narration be beleeved againſt him, but 
| It is a great fault to credit a lewd tale againſt a 7oſeph. Scarch tho- 
| rougly into ſuch accuſers and accuſations, and be not angry ar firſt, 


for that will hinder a man from being indifferent in ſearching out the | 
| truth ofthe matter. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| | You fee Pwriphers faults, ſechis good deedes, | | ſau good 
| Firft, hee marked the Faithfulneſfe-of his ſervant, cand(his:good. yi al 
-& ffaccefle in all things, and accordingly both loved,- rrufted;r and pre! ns his | 
ferred him in his houſe. Iris a point of wifdome in any manto fhew| f*thtulncde 
due loveand reſpect to a faithfull and proſperous ſervanty as after the] cy, $229 ic: 
Governour of the priſon did, and as Laban did before. To. foe bind revwarded | 
isa point of diſcretion, but to like and reward it, adds ;juſtice ro diſ-| ym i9r 
cretion, vertue would be noted inthe meaneſt condition; and where| 1,, © *'' | 
it is ſcene it is worthy to be honoured, eſpecially in a ſervant, by| 
whoſe vertucs a mans eliate is ſo greatly furthered. It is a'wrongts| 
ones ſelfe and to all maſters, not to cheriſh good behaviour, by 
ſhewing good liking, and giving good reward, Therefore God 
commanded the maſters to impart to their ſcrvants when they (er | 
them free, ſome good part of the ſubſtance wherewith God had | 
bleſſed them under their labours. And Salomon ſaith, that as be | 
that tendeth the fix-tree ſhall eate of 3ts fraits, ſo hee that ' attendeth on | Prw-39.18, | * 
his mafier ſhall come to honowr, It is a ſhame for the fig-rree it rhe | 
gardener doe nor fare the better for it, and an arrant ſhime for the ma- 
ſer if a diligent ſervant reapenortbenefit from him, 7 [ 

If any of you maſters have beene barren: fig-trecs to your faichfull 
ſervants, confefle it to be a fault of unjuſtice, and a kind of ingrati- 
rude, afruit of niggardize and ſelfe-love, and a juſt cauſe 'to provoke | 
God to give you ſuch wicked ſervants, as may become a 'plagueto 
ſuch ſorry and pinching maſters. The Holy Ghoſt bids. us &ve vo fer-| 
vants that which i juſ and equall; and to recompence a man well for 
his paincs and fidelity, 1s a point of equiry, Hee rhar will not re-) 
quite a ſeryant, doth but ſceke himſelfe, nar exerciſe vertue, if heo 
ſceme ready to requite his equals and ſuperiours; he would be as| 
ſlacke towards them as to his ſervants, ifhe did not either feare ſome 
loſſe, or expe ſome gaine from them; learne of Chraſt to be goad 
maſters, nay learne of Potiphay. 

And if any of you hayc becne fo much favoured by the divine pro-| 
vidence, as to be provided of theſe houſhould inſtruments, good and} 
faithfull, and cvery way vertuous, let them afford them all encou- 
ragements by all good uſage. You know how much it concernes an | 
Anificertoget agood, and ſtrong, and fit toole, no lefle needfull is | 
a prudent, diligent and truſty ſeryant. Confider now that which 
Potiphay could not confider, that in Teſus Chrift there is neither bond | Gal.z.28, | 
wor free, the meaning is, that Chriſt will not reſpe& men more or Iefle 
in reſpe& of grace or ſalvation, becauſe of their being maſters or 
bond-men : therefore ſeeing God will reward a ſervants graces, why 
ſhould not maſters reward their paines 2 Nothing but worldly-min- { 
dedneſſe will oppoſe this exhortation, and none but very worldly | 
minded men will negle& it. 

Another thingto beliked in him is, that be did but imprifon Joſeph 5 
and not take away his life ina rage, conſidering what was the crime and pure I 
who the acculer. Ie rage, 

| 
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His benefits. 
Hee had an 


* {hoftourable-. 


_ . 


His croſſes, 


wife. 


"T 


.* {moderationy"fo.as-not to proceed to capitall blowes, till time of rec. 
| pight have-becne. taken, to. take more thorough notice of the 
- -| matter. . And/1t is probable that Poriphar had a little kind of paci. 
-q bas fcwon cowards: Tofeph, becauſe he proceeded not after to greater 
| DUE rity. 0 | tg, & 


, niſhing, that-truth may have lcaſure to cleare it ſelfe, and ſee how 


= had alewd but it was not heavy to him becauſe he did not know of it. Hee had 
woman to his | 


| It is a good thing cven in unjuſt puniſhing, yet to obſerve ſome 


'| -::Learne. you to. put ſome time betwixt the accuſing and utmoſt py. 


monftroufly crucll many of ours be, that will kill in a rage ( and 
not; onely: be angry) for thar for which their owne more ſober | 


thoughts would "account cvcn a blow. to be an over-meaſure of pu. 


'Theſeare the faults and good deedes of Potiphar. 


'  His:benefits were very great bur all temporall. Hee had an ho- 
nourable office about the King, he had riches and proſperity in his 


' 
: 


:| outward eſtate, and that inabundance, Hee lighted upon a wiſe and 


faithfull and diligent ſervant, . who being his Steward, ordered all his 
bufinefſes ſo well, that Gods bleſſing attended him in all things. So he! 
had dignity and wealth, andan excellent ſteward. 

You ſee thar'theſe common benefits are caſt upon Heathen men, | 
and therefore be exhorted nor to ſet your hearts upon them, nor to! 
fatisfic your ſelves in them, but to ſeeke the Kingdome of God 
and. its righteouſneſle, - and to eſteeme: of theſe things bur as 
_ vantage, not the principall bargaine, as moſt times men 
(61 W 

| And ſecingthe having of theſe things doth not difference you from | 
\unſanRificd men, ler the uſing; uſe them not alone for your owne 
(a and carnall content, but for the common good, and for the! 
releefe eſpecially ofthe poore Saints. Have them ſo as not to be puft 
up by them, nottotruſt inthem, not to account your ſelves one whit| 
the better men or women for them; have them fo as to be thankfull 
;for them and ready to part with them, and the ſ@ having them will 
/prove you true Chriſtians, and that theſe outward things are 
joven you in favour, as a reward of goodneſlc and an inſtrument 
| of 1t. | | 


Now among theſc many benefits, this man had one heavy croſlc, 


'alewd woman to his wife, an adulterous woman, that was ſoimpu- 
dent as toſolicit his ſervane to commit folly with her, and then ſo 
| gracclefleas to accuſe him falſely to her husband, and ſo caiiſe himto | 
| deprive himſclfe of one of the greateſt benefits he had, even ancxcel- 
lent ſervant. | ; 

| Iris the lot of many men to be croſſed in their wives, amongſt ) 
other croſſes, ſome have lewd women, impudent, falſe, crafty. 


- | They:on whom God hath laid this croſſe,muſt labour to beare it qui- 


| etly, hey ſuffer none other things then many before have ſuffered 


an ſhall ſuffer hereafter. Croſſes muſt be made as caſie as is poſſible 


by 


— 


the Lord hath not laid the worſt crofſe upon them by ſending them 
yoke-fellowes of the vileſt qualities. Andſo much for Potiphar. 
Now for his wife, ſhee was a moſt wicked woman, of her good 
deeds we reade nothing, of her naughtineſlſea great deale, Theſe were 
her faults. 

Firſt, ſhee was a lewd, adulterous woman, not contented with 
her owne husband, bunt giving her eye leave to wander upon the 
comelineſſe of a ſervant of her husbands. 

Secondly, ſhee was impudent and earneſt in her filthinefſe, would 
take no nay in her uncleane ſuite, but follicited 7oſeph agiine and a- 
gaine though he ſhunned her company, and at laſt watching her time 
to gethim alone before he knew ofir,ſhegrewto that outragious bold- 
nefle in luſt, as to lay hold on him and offer him as much violeace as 
a woman could offer aman, catcheth him by the garment, and is nor 


him ſo faſt that he had no way leftto be rid of her but to leave the gar- 
ment in her hand and get himour of the roome. 

Thirdly, ſhee was a moſt malicious woman, turning her inordinate 
love and luſt into bitter hatred, and reſolving to ruinate him by ſubtil- 


aſhamedto pull him to her, and intreate him to lie with her, holding | 


ty,vhom ſhee was not able to overcome by enticements, for feare 
it may be that he ſhould diſcover her wickedneſle, ſhee prevents him | 
with falſe accuſations, and being fitted with a ſulden occalion her 
naughty wit doth quickly apprehend it, finding himſclfe gone, his 
garment left,ſhee crics out aloud,as if ſhe had ſome force gffercdro her, 
and when company came ruſhing in at the out-cry, ſhee ſhewes his gar- 
ments, and with afained rage, ſaies, hee hath brought in an Hebrew, 
which name was odious among the Xgyptians, and ſo having laid a 
crafty foundation for her malicious defigne when her Lord comes 
home, ſhe ſhewes him the garment and accuſeth him in the ſame fa- 
ſhions that he came into her and offered to commit villany with her, 


is Inſt, here is impudencie, here is wilfallnefle in luſt, here is bitter ma-' 


but when ſhee cried he haſted away leaving his garment for haſte. Here\ 


lice and caulſcleſſe, here is ſubtilry and great craft, here is lying and 
ercat falſchood. 

O letall women and all men beware of theſe finnes; beware of loo- 
king upon a handſome body and a faire face with a luſtfull eye; bc- 
ware of nouriſhing luſtfull defires; beware of impudency and ſhame- 
leſneſſe ; beware of alluring, enticing, almoſt compelling men to| 
lewdnefſe ; beware of hating thoſe whom you cannot win to be fin-| 
full; beware of lying, falſe accuſing, laying ſnares to intrap men in and 
crafty and bold-bearing outof liesz and beware of going on ſtill in fin 
and carrying it out with an high hand. This Agyprian Lady thar 
knew not God, might cafily runne into ſuch abhominations, and ir is 


Potiphars wit: 


No good in 
her. 

Her faults, 
I.Sice Was an 
adulcerous wou 
nan, | 


2. Impudent 
and earneſt in 


her flthinefle, 


2.Molt malt. 
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no wonder that Satan could draw one of his owne {laves to dee this 
drudgery, but let none of thoſe that know and profeſle to feare 
| Godproſtitutethemſclyves to lewdneſſe, malice, lying,and guile, 
take heedof giving your ſelves leave to be wanton; the | 
' womanthar proſtitutes her body will ſoone 
become full of all other 
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<> Eforc I ſpeake of 7oſeph, ſome thing muſt be 

>J(\ noted of afew more with whom he lived and 
FS had occafion of commerce, Firſt, the But- 
” /Z2 lerand Baker of Pharaoh, in whom wee may 
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= 


AF take notice. 1. Thatthey were both Officers 
N' to a mighty King. 2. That they both did 
RJ] offend or ſeemed offend their King. 3. They | 
both were impriſoned. 4. That they both 
_ —- dreamed true dreames, ſomewhat like in ap- 
pearance but quite contrary in fignification. Laſtly, that they felt 


the effe& of their dreames, and that the Butler was forgetfull of 


loſeph a great while but at laſt remembred him. So wee 


crofles. 
P p 2 The 


have their good deeds, thelr bad deeds, their benefits, their | 3-Theirgood 
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1. They bare 


cher impriſon- rheir impriſonment paticatly and checrefully,for Joſeph witneſſcth thar 
| por nnn4 they had not becne {ad in former time, when he found their counte- 


ly. 
Gengg 07 . 


The good deeds of both are that ſo farre as wee ſee they bare 


nance heavy for want of an interpreter of their dreames, ſaymg, why 
are you ſo ſad today, intimating that they wonted not to be ſo. There 
is acertaine naturall cheerefullneſſe thar will beare-a man out in com-! 
mon croſlcs, ſuch as impriſonment and make them merry, even 
chough rhey lie by it, and be in ſome danger of death as thele. This 
is athing that lookes like vertue, bur he that our of narurall wiſedome 
is cheerefull is morally yertuous, he thar is ſo out of the ſight of God: 
and the innocencic and quietnefle of his conſcience, is religious, 
Labour to get ſo much grace asro prevaile more with your ſclves,then 
an Heathen man, evento bearc all croſſes with an undejeted coun. 
tenance, let not calamities make your lookes heavie. Indeed if we. 
give our ſelves to grieve for our finnes upon occaſion of our crolles, it 
is commendable, bur ſadnefſe at a crofle bewraies weakeneſle of 
judgement, becauſe it is a bootelefle macerating of ones ſelte, and ma- 
king himaſelfe more miſerable then elſe the coll: could make him, It 
is true, God hath ſctgriete amongſt our affeRions, that it might ſome- 
what quicken us to ſhunne crofles and to feeke an i{ſue our of them, 
| and ſuch quantity of griefe as is requiſite for thatend, may well be 
entertained, though it ſwell not ſo big as to write it ſelfe upon our: 
 cheekes and countenance. EG 
But theſe twa men whom impriſoament could nor make to change 
countenance, yet became {ad when they wanted interpreters of thetr| 
| dreames. It was one of the waies by which the Lard was pleaſed 
| to reveale himſclfe in thoſe times, this was adivine dreame offcred 
,unto cach of them by God of purpoſe to finiſh the thing he hadincen- | 
ded about Toſeph, and hencethey cannot be cheerctull rill they know 
the meaning of the dreame. | 
To be heavie when we want fit meanes of making us underſtand 
{that which much concernes usro know, is not blame-worthy. It theſe 
| wereſad for wantof a fit Interpreter of dreames, how much more cauſe 
| have they to be ſad that want an Interpreter of Gods Word unto them? 
| Did they as well know the necde of knowing the Scriptures, as theſc 
knew the want of an Interpreter, they would be ſad upon a juſter oc- 
caſion. Butit may ſeeme much that we mecte with interpreters of 
dreames, yer itis likely, nay certaine, that there were ſome which un- 
{ Gortooke that office, asthere were that exerciſed other curious arts. I| 
| ſuppoſe that God who gave dreames to ſome, gave thento othersthe 
| knowledge of interpreting of dreames, and hence the Divells imita- | 
ting God did ſcthis Idolatrous Prieſts a worke to doe the ſamething, | 
and hencethe Interpreters of dreames among the Gentiles, Ir was | 
not to be diſcommended but rather approoved intheſe men, that ha- 
ving had dreames, they would have ſought to the Interpreters, and | 
were fad that their opportunity ſerved them not. How much more | 
| ſhould we ſecke to thoſe that can teach us better things, and are | 


ap- - 


GN. Pharaohs Butler, &c. C na P.34;&C. | = 


ointed for that purpoſe and even be ſorry that wee want ſuch | 
helpes 2 C271 5-0 


either youth or meane condition, but open their dreames. And indeed | youth or 
this is a thing which adverſity will worke men even of high ſpirirs un- | meane ccn- 
!to, not to deny familiarity unto thoſe that be farre meaner then them- | 94193 
ſelves. Itisa marter of neceſſity, for 2 great Officer in priſon to car- | 
'ry himſclfe affably and ſociably to a poore youth attending in the pri- | 
[ſon, butro be affable to meane perſons when preferment and liberty 
| mecte together, thatis a point of morall vertue ar leaſt, Ir is more 
beautifull in a great mans carriage, then any jewell or mulricude of | 
jewels in his apparel] z whoſoever defireth to behad in good account, | 
let him ſhew forth this vertue, | 
Another good a& we have inthe chiefe Butler, that when he was 
put in remembrance of 7oſeph by the falling out of the dreame of 
Pharaoh, and the inſufficiencie of the other Wiſe-men to interpret,then 
he did a-goed officeto his King (though I cannot call ita good office 
to Toſeph as he did it) even roinformethe King of it, and bring Joſephs 
ability to light, and make this gift of his ſerviceable to Pharaoh in this | 
| EXIgeNt, | 
\ They doe a good office to a King or any other man, who helpe 
themto men of commendable ſufficiencies ro doe any neceſſary {er- 
'vice for them, and who certifie thoſe with whom they live whar be- 
[ncfirs themſclves have received by another, that others may receive 
[the like benctic in the like neceflity. All menſhould be fo charitable 
fo their neighbours,asto commend unto them the ſpring from whence 
themſclves have dranke refreſhing waters. - , | 
| But ſee the faults oftheſe men, firſt they both ſeemed to have com- | Their faults. 
[mitted ſomerreſpaſſe (ſome marrer of treaſon likely it was, becauſethe | 7,7 © 
'one dicd for it, and the other ſhould have died had he beene found | commit ſome 
guilty) you ſec how dangerous athing it is to commit treſpaſſes againſt | **!paſle. 
a Soveraigne King by any kinde of treacherous attempts or carriages, 
|yeaſo muchas inthought or word, for this is ſuch a thing as indange- 
eth the offendor both in liberty and life. Therefore Salomon warneth 
bs not to meddle with ſeditions,and telleth us, that the wrath of a King is | | 59.16.14 
like the roaring of a Lyon, and that whoſoever ſinneth againſt him, ſinneth 
arainſt- his owne ſoule, It may betajl an innocent man to be ſuſpected of 
this crime, as here it may ſeeme the Butler tound by experience, but iris 
needfull that we carefully ſhunne the crime, though we cannot ſhun the 
{uſpiction. Feare God and honour the King, 1etyour hearts be ſubdued to| 1 p:r.z 17. 
| his Majeſty,and your tongues and much more your hands. Doc nothing 
| by which you may ſinne againſt him, or cauſe himto be wroth againſt 
you. Kings arealittle Modell of Gods Soveraignty, he hath made 
them his deputies, S. Peer calleth them che Supreame, S. Paul thehigh- 
{er Powers, How ill ſpeed had Abſalom, and Shebah, and Bigtam,and' Ze-| Romr;. 1, 
'reſb,and others that attempted againſt Kings? Learne to be duly ſubjeRt 
unto. them by whom the God of Heaven dothas it were kee his, 
200 Pp3 poſleſſion* 


\] 


Bur another thing commendable is, that they deſpiſed not 7oſephs | et fir 
| fed nor yoſe; 


. 


| 


C'r a P.34,&c; 
poſicfhon ot the; world; Hitherto their common faults. 
TM us. Now the ſpeciall fault of theButler was forgetting of Toſeph,though 7. | 
etorgernng | ſapþ had beſought himto remiemberhim,fignifying alſothe wrong that 
- of 2o/epbh. | he had in being brought cither as aſlaveinto the countrey, or asa pri- 
ſoner into that place, but the words of Toſeph vaniſhed, and the chiefe 
Butler had quite forgotten him whom he left inpriſon,now that him- 
ſclfe wasgotten out of priſon. So is the guize of men, when themſelves 
| haveeſcaped crofles, they remember not to be helpfull to others thar 
{are in like calamity, yea though they have beene beholding to them 
| in the rimeof their miſery, and have found them. inſtruments of great 
comfort in their miſery. This is an unthankfull kinde of unmercifull. 
nefle, it is a compound of two faults, want of pitty and want of grati- | 
rude. 
| [ pray if any beguilry of this fault, let hiny not forget ir now, but 
| being put in minde of ir by the hearing of alike offence inthis Officer | 
of Pharaoh, let him ſee itto be as bad a vicein himlcltc, as arthe reading ' 
' of it he cannot chooſe but judge it in this Courtier. Had he ſceneſo | 
| much ſerviceableneſle,fo excellent skill in ſo hidden a thing as interpre- | 
| ting of dreames, and ſuch excellent parts in Tsſeph, and had himlſelfe} 
— | found him ſotrue an [nterpreter, as that all things came. ro paſle accor- 
ding to his word, and was he not worth once thinking of for a whole 
| yeares ſpace together? Surc he was glutted with his owne proſperi- 
| ty,thatinall choſe daies could not find in his heart to caſt one thought 
| backeagaine to the priſon, and thinke of the. wrong done to that fo 
| worthy ayoung man,who both miniſtred unto him in priſon and fore. 
| | told his deliverance out of priſon. 
| | This forgerfullneſſe of amanto whom we have beene indebtedin 
| miſery, is ateſtimony that ſelfe-love hath ſo abounded in him asthat 
it hath choaked and conſumed all charity. Ir is a moſt disbecomming 
vice, itcauſerh hard cenſmes from every mouththar doth heare, he that 
| | hath practiſed it in himſclfe cannotburt condemne it in another, as Da- 
vid did his owne fault in a third perſon; forget not to blame your 
{clves for. having ſo forgotten. 

And now be taught to uſe your memory vertuouſly to remember 
thoſe thar are in diſtrefle and under injuries, and thoſe that have ſuffe- | 
red with you, and thoſethat have beene inſtruments of comfort to you 
inthe common ſorrowes thar befell both. Memory cannot be better 
| exerciſed next after the remembrance of God and his benefits andour 

finnes,then in remembring the miſerics of others, with whom once our 
F own ſelycs were joyned inthe ſame miſery, and the kindnefles we have 
| received of them.in our miſeries. And ſo much of the faults of theſe 

men. 

| Theiccrofſe, | Now of their crofſcs, they both were impriſoned, and ſure impri- 
| They were | ſanment is2crolle, Tobe limited to one chamber, to be denied the 
for han ca , common benefits thar bruit creatures enjoy, drawing in the freſh aire, 
| and a free beholding of Heavenand Earth, to want the benefit of ones 
| iricads company, and be ſoreſtrained, thar neither he can goeto them 
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nor they can come to him, 'to have on& wall, one chimney, onewin- | — 6 ELON 
| dow for his proſpec, andeither none or bur a few and thoſe diſconſo- | is acrofle, | 
late perſons as himſelte totalke wichall, this is acrofle I ſay fo tedi. | 
|0US, aSnone can judge of it but by experience, yet many perſons both | | 
of bigh place and of great vertues have ſuffered it. 
| O nowthecrefore ict mee counſell youto be thankefull for liberty, 
{and to praiſe God that hath not laid youfaſt in ſome place of cuſtody, 
{that hath ſer you art large and given you liberty to be with whomand | 
| where youwculd your {clves, in your owne houſes, or in your friends ! 
houſes, or where you defire to be, where you have no doores | 
locked upon you, no keeper toſhut youinand ler you forth, po con- | 
troler to take you up with ſurly words, none to finde faulr with you | 
in tharkinde, or to cxa&t upon you. I ſay, thanke God for liberty | 
| and know the benefit by having, which would ſeeme great unto you 
if you wanted tit, | 
| And ſccondly, uſe your liberty well, keepe your ſelves from 'ill | 
company and i! courſes ; runne not into places worſe then priſons, | 
'rhen when you beour of priſon. Moderate your ſelves in your free- | 
dome, that you may not be abridged of your freedome, eſpecially | 
take heede of running into ſuch crimes, as ſhould cauſe you to de. | 
ſerve impriſonment. Harmefull creatures are chained or tied up, ſo 
[muſt harmefull men, let your behaviour be ſuch, that you may nor | 
|inforce Governours to lay youfaſt, let not Satan get you into his bon- | 
dage,be not priſoners to your luſts, and in this ſence alſo Imay uſe Pe- | 
[ters words, Abuſe not your liberty as a cloake of malicionſneſſe, or as an | Gab. 5.33- 
occaſion to the fleſh, the abuſe of mercies doth forteir them and ad- | 
deth bitterneſlerothe want of them. If there be not a grofle fatneſſe 
growne over theheart of a man, he will call ro minde with anguifh 
his unbridled walking in his liberty that now is bound to one-| 
place. 

But howſoever, learne to prepare for impriſonment and for that 
purpoſe kcepe friendſhip with God in your owne confciences, with | 
whom you may comfortably conferre whenthe prilon doores be ſhut 
and your other friends are kept out from you. And labour to getthe 
knowledge of the Word of God, the meditation of which may be 
ſwecte unto you when ſolitarineſſe would elſe caſt you into your 
\dumpes. He that can powre out his ſoule to God in prayers and | 
[in ſupplicatiors and in thankeſgivings, may make his priſon com- | 
| fortable to him, he that can heare peaceable anſwers from his con- 

ſcience may fing Pſalmes in the ſtockes, and he that can meditate | 
of Gods Word can never languiſh with ſolitarineſſe, when he lieth 
under lock and key and that himſelfe alone alſo. 

And another croſſe is to the Bakeralone, he loſt his life violently, | The Bakers 

diſgracefully, and it may ſeeme deſervedly  foron the third day the [cnt lan be 
King tooke them both out of priſon, and then putting them to triall, wt 

hanged the one and acquitted the other, reſtoring him to his 
place. 
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| 2» They had. | Bur ſecondly, they had in the priſon an excellent perſon to attend | 
' tend them 1n them, and one of ſuch endowments, that was ready by diligence to | 
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Theirbenefts, 


I. They were 
both in lyyh 
place under a 
great King. 


| priſon, 


To die anunnaturall, and ſhamefvll and violent death 1s a "ilery, 
a crofle, a puniſhment, death at what doore foever it carry a w2n 
out of the world, is grimme enough to looke upon, but to haie a 
man out of the world by violence and diſgrace, makes his approach 
| more terrible. Nature hates its owne deſtruction, the ſoule and 
| body cannot well indure their ſeparation, but ſo much rhe leſſe 
| by how much the deſtruction is more violent, and the parting more| 
| contumelious. 

Let us be thankfull ro God therefore thar harh taken our friends 
out of the world by fairc and naturall deaths, and let us abhorreand 
 ſhunne thoſe capitall ſinnes that may cauſe the Lord to bring us into 
the like miſery, and to pull us out ofthe world before our time, and 
| with much contempt alſo : and let us be alwaics ready nor for death 
alone, but for ſuch a kind of death. A man is to brooke reproach 
with death and as well as death. If onely malcfators did fall in this 
| manner, it were our duty to care for no more but to prevent crimes, 
| but ſecing the innocent alſo have beene oppreſſed, witneſle above 
all exceptions, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his bleffed Prophets and 
| Martyrs, now it is requiſite for us to prepare for a violent death, 
| onely praying to God that wee may nor pull jt-on our ſelves by our 
ſinnes, and then bearing it quietly, though it ſhould befall us with- 
[our doing ill, and moſt comfortably it it ſhould befallus tor having 
done well. 
| And ſo much for the croſſes oftheſe men. Now their benefits, 
| Firſt, they were both officers under a great King, enjoying places |. 
of honour, and like by too ( if they wanted not good husbandry ) of | 
wealth. | 

To have preferment and riches, or to be in the way of both, by 
a'tending upon a mighty Prince, is ſuch an outward thing as men | 
make great account of ; O how much more worthy a thing is itto 
be an attendant on God, and aſpeciall officer as ic werein his Court ? 
They know not God and his ſervice, that cannot ſee an excellency in 
| being admitred ſo neereto the King of Kings. 


miniſter any thing unto them, and by wiſdometo adviſe, counſell and | 
\1nforme them. 

| Iris agrent happineſſe in miſery to meete with a perſon able and 
ready to comlort and cheere up a fad hearr by cheeretull ſerving and 
(by hearty counſell. Hee is as happy as one can be in priſon, that hath | 
a Joſeph to be with him or to waite upon him; God can give this benefit | 
[to us, We muſt ſupplicate for it, and learneto make as great account of 

ſuch in proſperity as in adverſity. 
| Now it might have beene tothe Baker a benefit, if his want of due 

| knowledge had not unfitted him to make it uſefull, that he had three 

| dayes warning to fit him for death. There is no man that canpromile | 
| himſclfe life for the ſpace of three dayes, but ſo caſy are we to ms | 
| | Rt an 
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and belecye promiſes of life to our ſelyes, unleſle we ſce the time of | 
our life moſt inevitably determined, that we will hardly {ct our | 


Shechem, Hamor,&c.C HAP, 34-GC. 
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ſclves to prepare heartily for death, unlefſe we be made to ſce that 
now before ſuch atime we muſt needes die, Butit is our duty to looke 
for that, and walke preparcd for it that may come cvery houre, muſt 
come within a ſhorttime; for what is the longeſt lite when once the 
concluſion of it is come upon us. 

Againe, it was a ben<ht to the Butler, he both knew he muſt be 
delivercd, and was delivered out of priſon, and retured to his place of 
honour againe, | 

To have a comfortable deliverance out of crofles is a benefic that 
we can eaſily diſcerne to be great, who doth nor dcfire it, rejoyce in 
ir, pray for ic and applaud others for it. Iris therefore a great good- 
nefle of God to grant it, indeed if one haye beene caught by ſume 
afflition through wrongtull meanes, when nothing wor: hy thereof 
hath beene done by him ; it isa favour of Godto make his innocency 
knowne, and ſo to grant him a happy cſcape, but howlſoever it is 
a mercy. Bur you ſee here it isa common mercy, be thanktull for 
ir, walke capable of it, by being ſuch as God hath ingaged himſclte 
unto,to deliver them our of all adverſity. 


And moſt of all, mike a good uſc of your crofles and deliverances 
both, tht you may be better atter a crofle, and that your deliverance 
may dcliver you alſo from finne, Hee that getteth not ſome more 


grace in adverſity then he had before it came, and doth not uſe that 
grace after to ſhew himſelfe ro have profited by his crofſe, comes | 
out of a crofle none otherwiſe then a beaſt may ſcramble out of aditch, 
and ro ſuch an one a worſe thing ſhall befall afterwards. And ſo much 
for this couple. | 

Now we proceed to Pharaoh himſclte King of Egypt, we confider in 
him theſame things, his good and bad deeds, rhe good and bad occur- 
rents that befell him. 

Firſt for his good deeds, Pharaoh was indeed an Heathen and an 
Idolater, but he ſeemeth to have beene a man of good wiſedome 


and moral! parts, the good deeds recorded of him in Scripture are 
theſe, Firſt, having dreamed a divine dreame, I meane a dreame 


ſent to him of God for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe, he uſed all the waies 
he could ro come to the knowledge of it, and was much troubled 
when he ſaw har he could not attaine the imerpretatton of it. Fora 
dreame was but a kind of riddle or f{imilitude offered unto a man in 
his fleepe, which did darkely, and yet truely repreſent ſome truth, 
neceſſary for him to know. Indeed ſometimes God did appeareto 
his ſervants in dreames without any ſuch darke and obſcure revela- 
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tions, and in expreſfle and plaine termes didtell them thethings which 
they were to know, as in the dreames of A bimelechand of Abraham, 
but many times he appeared to them alone in fimilitudes, yet ſothat 
he made them know the meaning eafily, as in 7oſephs dreames, and 


in Jacobs dreame of the ladder, now ſuch an cnigmaricall dreame being 


Pps offered 
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Pharaob his 
v00d deeds, 
Hce was wile 
and had good 
morall parts. | 
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the meanes he! 
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offered unto Pharaoh, he ſought all meanes of getting the interpretation | 
of it: ſurcly we ſhould much more ſecke to attaine che knowledge | 
of the Scripture, and deſire to have ſome to interpret the ſame untg | 


us where it is doubtfull and obſcure. And it we negle to ſeeke the | 


| meaning of it, we ſhall doe as much wrong to our ſelves as Pharaoh 


for your inſtruſton in matters concerning ſalvation, asthen he plea- | 


| 
ſhould have done to himſelfe, if he had flcighted this dreame, tor 
then ſhould his land have beene conſumed by famine as well as other 


lands. Therefore ſince God hath appointed you his written word | 


ſed by dreames to reveale what hee ſaw fit unto men, ſee that you | 
ſceke to know the word of God as he ſought to know theſe dreames. | 
Onely know this, that often the wiſe men and men of repute in the | 
world, cannot tcll you theſe things, but ſome poore impriſoned | 


: 


2+ He contem 


xcaulc he was 
{ « po-re ſervant 
| and of loyy de» 
oree 

Joh, 1.46. 
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and negle&ted 7oſeph. This is Pharaohs firſt good deed. 

Nex when he hezres of Toſeph he contemnes him not becauſe hee | 
as a poore ſervant and of low degree, but is carcfull to ſend for him 
and toconfſult with him,and by this meanesatraineth ro the knowledge 


* P . . . . OS 
of that which all his inchanters, wiſc-men,and diviners could not helpe 
him unto. 


Surely it is a point of wiſedome not to ſlcight men becauſe of their 
outward meaneneſſe, but without prejudice to conferre with them 


} 


if we heare good of them, and to be ready to hearken to their wiſe 
words. Can any go'd come out of Nazareth, ſaith Nathaziel, prejudice| 
againſt the mcanes of Chriſts birth and education would have kept : 
him from Chriſt, if he had not followed Philips yd viſe, who bid him 
come and ſee. Ir pleaſeth God to triumph over the folly of men, that 


will meaſure things by worldly greatneſſe, and to give them overto 
undoe themaſelyes. In Teremes time the Prieſts and men of note were 


3. When hee 
law /oſephs 


wildome hee 


| the ſonne of a Carpenter. 


oppoſite ro himz ſo Chriſt was therefore negleted becauſe he was 
| Take heede that you meaſure not menb 
their high place and worldly accourements, God is often pleaſed 
to fleight great ones and to reſpect the meaner: In this caſe learne | 
wiſcdome of Pharaeh and judge notby the appearance. 


Thirdly, when he ſaw the high wiſedome that God had given 


preterred him, 


ro Joſeph, he prefers him, and makes him chicfe ruler of his Kin -| 
dome next under himſclfe, and commits into his hand the care of 


gathering corne in the ycercs of plenty, to ſerve againſt the yeeres of | 
famine, 


| 


. 


Oh how deſirable a thing is it in Princes to commend mento high 
place for their worth ſake « And how happy is that nation, when | 
not a mans cither friends, or money, or flattery,' or ambitious infinu: | 


ations of himſelfe, bur his parts, the abilities God hath given him, 
| and firneſſe ro diſcharge an high place, is the rule which the Prince 
| doth follow in advancing men Ir ſhall procure a world of welfare 
tothe ſtare, and comfort tothe Prince, to whom the Lord giveth ſo 
; much wiſedome, as thus to diſpence places of preferment. But I 
[ſpeake to ſubjets, wee muſt be helpefull ro our Soveraigne Lord 


with 
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with our prayers, that is all which our hands can reach unto; 
A fourththingis, Pharaoh continued to favour 7oſeph all his life long, | 4 Hee conti.] 
and for his ſake ſhewd grear reſpe& unto his bretheren and ro his Iojepb ll as 
Father, ſending tor him willingly and faluring him curteouſly, and | htc long, and( 
planting him and his 1n the fruitfull place of his Kingdome, and fit- | _tongy his | 
|:eſt for cartle, even in the land of Goſhex, Thus it bchoveth a good | our ar 
King, yea and a good man, to fayour ſtill whom he hath begun de- | his fate, 
{ſervedly to favour, and for his ſake to ſhew all good cfteceme to his | 
triends and kindred, ſo farre as they ſhew not themſelves unworthy | 
ro be favoured. Conftancy in loving and honouring a worthy man | | 
becomes Kings, and largenefle of love, even a kind of royall love, | 
beſcemerh their perſons and places, for a worthy ſervants fake to ad- | 
vance his Father, Bretheren and kindred, This is a right Kingly love, | | 
and ſuch as can ſort alone with men of ſuch high quality. Meaner | | 
[perſons want meanes to ſhew theit favourable reſpeR in ſucha ſprea. | 
[ding manner. Indeed to preferre unworthy nr becauſe they | 
a 


be of kinne to a man of great worth and much favoured, is nor agree- | 


ableto the rules of wifdome; but let them be men capeable of favour, | 


| 
| 
and he doth not love a man thoroughly, thar for his ſake doth not ' | 
alſo love thoſe that are neere unto him. And if Princes have | 
ſuch a Princely love to their vertuous favourites, how much | 
; more hath the living God to his « ' Theſe be things commendable in | - 
| Pharaoh. | 
{ For his faults, God hath beene pleaſed to reveale none bur that ' pi; ecutes, | 
{common fault, hee continued an Heathen though he had a Tofeph | Hee continued 
in his Court, and highly preferred by himſelte. Ir is a hard mat- | q "pO F 
| b l > qu ugh he had} 
qter ro get out of darkeneſle and ro come into light, a divine ſpirit 


| 2 7/oſepb in his 
muſt joyne with the meanes, or elſe the meanes will prove incf. Cort 
feuall. | 
 Lerus prayto God to leade us into the knowledge of histruth, or 
elſe we may live long with them that know it, and yet learne nothing 
| ofit. [ris in ournatureto ſettle our ſelves inthe religion of our fore. 
{ fathers, and not to conſider whether ir be true and good, yeaor not. 
A kind of liteneſſe in matter of religion, doth raigne in the world, 
men will not be art the trouble ro examine that which they find in | | 
uſe, they will not hazard themſelves in croſſing the common-voice; | 
{o they ſwimme downe the ſtreame, and runne into perdition for com- | 
|[pany., Let us be carcfull ro examine the things that we finde, and | 
ſeeing God hath vouchſafed us the happy guidance of his word, 

let us learne to try all things and hold faſt the good : Onely intrying we | , Thac.5.a1, 
| muſttake heede that we be nor of a kind of crofſe humour, that will 
ftrive to goc in a ſingle way, and will refuſe things upon fleight | 
|grounds, as if they wereglad to find occaſion to goc alone, And ſo 
{ much for Phayaohs faults roo. - wy 
|. Now his proſperity was great. Firſt, God warned him of the |3: 35 denevas: 
| Famine before hand that hee might prevent the danger of it to his [him of thefa 
{people : a great mercy to be made to underſtand cvills long beforts 


f 


| 
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| that a manmay hide himſelfe from the evill of them, the wiſedome | 
of man can alone gueſle of future things, and of ſome it- cannot ſo; 
much as gueſſe, O how great favour doth God ſhew to men when' 
he will lend them alittle part of his Wiſdome, and tell them whe 
| miſchicfes are comming on the world. So God told David,how 
| Saul and the men of Keilah would have conſpired 'againft him, 
Chriſt forerold his Diſciples of the ruine of Jeruſalem, and made. 
them able to ſave themſelves out of that deſtrution. Now wee 
muſt learne to eſteeme it a greater mercy, that we are forewarned 
of the evillro come in another world, and acquainted with the one- | 
ly meanes of flying from that unſufferable wrath. Let us be as 
carctull to beleeve thoſe prediQions and to follow that counſell for | 
eſcaping the miſchicfe forerold, as here Pharaoh was to belceve 1o- 
ſeph and totake his counſel], and then ſhall we as affuredly eſcape 
the miſery of eternall deſtrution, as he and his Countrey eſcaped | 
the unhappineſlce of Famine, 
A ſecond benefir, God gave Pharaoh a loſeph, a worthy ſervant, | 
2 man of excellent Wiſdome and faithfullnefſe, fit for that high 
honour of being Second to Pharaoh, who in all things behaved | 
 himſclfe as became a wife and godly man, The Lord cannot give, 
'a greater benefit to a King and a Kingdome, then by preferring a 
[Obs by providing ſuch a man, and inclining the hearts of Kings 
|to favour ſuch; this is a mercy which our praycrs muſt obrtaine for 
| King and for our ſelves. Lord ſend Joſephs ro the Court, and 
guide the heart of his Majeſty to love and advance Toſephs. 
3. He wsa | Athird mercy, hegrew exceeding wealthy and a mighty Prince, 
nr og ue poſſcfior in a manner of all the land of Z2ypr, and had all the people 
7 *  |as his ſervants to plow the ground for him, ſothat he was a rich and 
mighty Prince. But when Princes or other men become very great 
and high, many times their weakenefle and corruptions turne that be- 
nefit into a miſcry and occaſion of much miſchiefe ; learne ſo to re- 
ceive this benefit, as to be carneſt for grace, to uſe ir wellthar ir may 
[not turne to your deſtruRtion. 
Nothing (aid | But of Pharaobs crofles we reade nothing, he was ſo proſperous a 
s tus crolles. | King, that no adverſe accident is recorded to have befallen him. 
| | Evento eſcape great crofles muſt be accounted a great mercy, and if 
| the Lord have cauſed any mans life amongſt us to runbe with ſo 


'God gave him 
a faithfull and 
' wiſe ſcryant. 


| 


even a threed as it were that no adverſity hath interrupted ir, he is ſo 


'totake notice of this mercy, astotake heed withall, that he flatter not 


} 

 himſelfe with vaine thoughts, as if he were therefore much in Gods| 
favour, becauſe of fuch immunity from outward cvills, - Not ſo, but | 

£5. 18 muſt ever remember that in the Pſalme, That the wicked are luſty | 


, and ftrong, that they have no bonds in their deach, and that they be | 
' not in adverſity as other men. 


. 
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. | Hithertoof Pharavh,now of the gy prians; both theland -in gene- 
| | 'rall and the chiefe officers about Pharavb. 
Candgan is come 


[earedroin, | The land'of Zeypr was a rich land and fertile, the Holy <os | 
1: : 'Y oth } 
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doth-not ſpeake much of their idolarry in Gexeſis, Burin after times ' 
they were infamous for it,and there did 7ſre! learne to be Idolatrons If ! 
God leave a people to themſelves, they will foone degenerate either 
into prophanenefle and a meerc contempt of Godor into falfe wor- 
ſhip.and Idolatry. How thankfull ought wee re be to whom the | 
Lord hath pleaſed to reveale his rruch and ro keepe us farre from 

| worſhipping 2 falſe god or embracing a falſe religion? | 
| But we havean example of ſome good in theſe Zgyptians, and a Their yertues | 
' great vertue it was they ſubmitted themſelves to their Governours | [7 | banc 
| with a very great ſubmiſhan. The Famine lay upon them, they | to their Gover 
| were content to buy corne' of Teſeph for money, and when that fai- | 29us: 

led, to pawne-their cartell, and when that meanes was gone, to | 
ſell their lands and themſclves, and did not rebell and with ftrang | | 
' hand take corne to themfelves, whither Pharaoh and Tofeph would | 
'or not. This was a moſt commendable thing in the Egypreans, they | 
; would rather fell themſelves tothe skinne, yea fel} themſclves and 


: 
, 
: 


all, chenthey would tumulruouſly rife inarmes, make ſedition, take | | 
| 


' corne by force and ftrong hand. 
O that we could {ce our duty in theirs, and learne to ſubmir our | 
ſelves ſo conſcionably ro our Governours, that nothing may drive | 
Us to {edition or rebellion. A man might have brought grear fhew of | 
reaſon, why the Egyptians ſhould have refuſed to (ell rhemſclves and | 
their lands;it he would have given leave to wit and words ; bur theſe 
menare content to ſtoope ſo farre,ratherrhen to forget that they were | 
ſubjeRts. Why ſhould not religion make us able ro keepe our ſtomacks 
downe from all diſloyall praRtiſes, as well as nature taught ir the | 
| Egyptians ? | 
| Now for the faults of Egypt, I have one to marke, ir is ſaid, they | Their fautes. 
' were faint with famine, Gen.47.13. or mad with famine, ſo ſome | They were |. 
/rranſlare ir, and better; great croſſes put menalmoſt out of their wits, | 729 with fe- 
and drivethem into a certaine kinde of fury they know not what to : 
doe. We muſt pray to God for ſuch a meaſure of wiſedome and 
patience, that croſſes may not worke fo diſtemperedly upon us. _ 
| But another good deed. They ſhew themſclves very thankfull to es a 
'Toſeph and acknowledged that he had ſaved their lives. Iris a good | tat re lh 
thing to confeſſe the good we have received from others, and thanke. | zo/epb.  * 
fully toacknowledge to whom we owe our lives or any great office of 
| love. 
' AlfotheZ zyptians had agreat croſlefor they were utterly IMPpoVE- | Their crofle. 


' riſhed by famine. They woou wg | 
But they hadgreat benefits, Firſt, ſeven very plentifull yeeres, and | FM 


ſecondly, amanof wildome that provided for them before hand, | Foure benefits, 
thirdly, a man of equity that made them tenants upon due and eafic 
rates, uz, they paid the fifth parr of their increaſe to Pharaoh and 
'had fonre parts to themſelves, then which what Tenant can defire a 
more equall rent. Who could wiſh to bave a better bargaine £ So they 
had youlſcc an interchange of good and evill, as moſttimes the on | 

orh* 


—=Pw 


| Phargobs (er- 


vants rcſpeed 


{oſeph. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 182 \isns - The Example of  _Cna P.34,&c, 


———— ——_————_— 


doth plcaſc to ſend unto the ſonnes of men, Ler us ſec our metcies 
to make us more patient under our croffes, and let us ſee our croſſes 
ro make ns more thankefull forour mercies,and let not cither paſſe from 
us withouta good uſe. 

Now tor Pharaohs Servants and Counſellours and Princes, we reade 
not of any cnvie they had againſt 7eſeph, but that they applied them- 
\ elves to him in all kindnefle, and ſpake to Pharaoh to ſuffer him togo 
'intothe land of Canaar to bury his Father, and accompanicd him 
| thither with great pompe. He was an Hebrew, yet his graces and 
good carriage cauſed thattheyall loved and honoured him. 

It is a commendable thing ſo to reſpe& excellent vertues, as notto 
be mooved with envie attheir proſperity whom vertue doth advance, | 

yeato love, eſteeme, and honour them the more, becauſe the 

haye ſhewed themſelves worthy the higheſt dignities that 
have befalne them. The Court of Cyrus was filled with 
men of another temper then Pharaohs Court, How 
didthey practiſe againſt Dawrels liferhrough 
cnvie 2 Letus be liker the Egyp- 
tian Lords here then ' 
the Perſian. 
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; Joſe is ag godly man, fo!l l of Vertue 
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Pa. who began boin his1 MH iis 
So (old ities! Foy pe IE long kobe N= Gen,z7.28. 
IE reene.yeeres © \ befor 6 [ 
ganto walke kb by and G al Bok anbacgy wat 
_ reveale © fardre things! Eg "Hi if bz EO OE 
Dreames (a ſigne of bis ſpeciall fayour, and' fore) af by. 
owne future proſperity and advancement. THE fatve gb 
tinued ro his end; for when he was about to dye, he I Og 
dement concerning his bones,as the Author.ro the Hebr w$ yoreth; | Heb.r3,34,, 
Olet us labour 028 flowers: (4 ſo bod. arterncas' this? there | $9" . (xl 
Ke dmongyog ome your you ths, of the a e of. ELL 'or there- to be good he+! 
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| Grace in your hearts. 


| ſons ſo young, that ſcarce any man will entertaine them for his ſer. 


| 


| 


yOu ſhall both 


| fines, as of fores, doth make chem more incurable, © 


| ther you ſhall continue in this World , till old ae or cifl middle| 


The Example of Cuav. 39 &c 
. Hereisan example which will teach ir ro you, if yon will fo! low 
it: I beſeech you to begin berime to entertaine true piety; you are 
nor ſo young, but thar God can worke grace in your hearts , yoy 
may come to Gods Ordinances, and doe come, you have meanes tg 


make you good, and your age bringeth wich ir to Churchſuch ahj. 
litics of wit and memory, as are fitto be inſtruments of-working 


Marke now, 1 will ſhew you good reaſons why you ſhould apy, 
your ſelves unto Godlineſſe, even ſo early, and then 1 will ſhey| 
you meanes by which you may be ſo. 

For the firſt, the Lord-{peaketh to yonng men and ſaith, Re 
ber thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. Loe God deſirerh ro law 
you come unto him in the primeof your age. There be ſome pex. 


vants, for they be not. ſufficient yet to doe ſervice : but God who 
entertainerh (ſervants, nor to gaine by their ſervice, bur to make 
them gainers, he will admir them into his houſe, and make then 
his ſervanes, that are willing co be his Apprentices, as it were at 
-, $,9 yeeres, he rejeteth nane, becauſe they bee yer bur chil. 
dren: 7 you ſhall ſee how defirpus he is to be ſerved wirh ſuch, 


for when his diſciples prohibired thoſe thar broughe young Chil. 
dren, he reprovg m, and commanded rg. ſuffer young Children 
rome wntoh! ſe of ſuch, (mearingnor alo! of thoſe chat he 
like young chi in;/humulity ,\bue c youn : Children 


themſelves) « the Kingdome of Heaves, Why ſhould you be ſour 
willing to ſerve ſo great a Maſter, who is willing to accepr youſh 
young into his ſervice? "4 
A zaine, the Lord Jeſus in Bapriſme hath made a Covenant with} 
you, and taken you into.a Covenant with himſelfe, fo thatyouare, 
as I may ſo ſay, even bound unto, him as covepanrt ſervancs; doc | 
not now. prove run azares and breakers of your covenaar. 
Further, the ſooner you take Chriſts . yoake upon you,' he more 
grace you ſhall pee here, and the more Ghar hereafter , inthat 
oe and receive more good, and avoid and ſhanne| 
more ſianes, therefore. ſet your {clves to his ſervice as ſoone as 
Pore. Co::trarily, the longer you rarry out of his ſervice, the| 
arder will it be for you to enter jnto ir, forrhe-continuance of| 


Further,your lie is uncertaine, and it is a doubrfull thing whe: 


age, make uſe therefore of the, preſent time , which God doth 
give you. wn | | CS: & & 
And laſtly, Go. is as able, and willing and ready (to give 


"| Grace to you as to any other, yea, , and hee hath ſer beiore 


your eyes, beſides the Example of 71ſec} and Noſeph, and that} 
alſo Hefih a King, who beganto ſeeke God when her was nor 2-| 
bove 12 yeares old. | ey 

c 


— co — 


eſe 


: [= : Aaan 


| Gen þ | [ O $\iE Pp H, Mk gy Crap, 39, GC | 


| "Theſe reaſons ſhould perſwade yon, ſer ther perſwade you 
| thar are to follow after Godlinefſe : iris a rare rhing; burthe ra- 
{ter rhe better; it ſhall never repent you to have gone before o- 


1- Firſt potder much of your ny enters and informe your ſelves 
| and from hence embolden your felvests pray to God for the in- 


guiſhed, by che places wherein he'lived.' © © 
of yout 
{raile wich offendors, ſhall doe a good office, if*'they make knowne | 


w—_—ww—— DA —_—_—_ 


i. —_— 


thers in' well doing: now let thee tell you how you may bee 


good 


yery carefully, whar intereſt yon have'iqro God, andheintoyon, 
ward waſting, chat he would baptize you with the Holy-Ghoſt, 
and make'you able to'turne ro himand obey him. 3420 
Secondly be carefullto atrend ro' Gads Word in publike, and' 
ro reade it, and to-ponder onir, reſolving to obey ir in your pri- 
rare medirarions, and theſe meanes will make a young man good : 
andas Joſeph began ro be good betimes, ſo continued hee-good a 
long ; wa, even to his:aft age, to'the end. He was pood in his Fa- 
ers 


ouſe, in Putiphars houfe, in the Priſon, at Courr, in youth, 
it age: for heedied at an handredand ten yeers. 
- "Now I beſeech von thathave begun eartly with him, to conti- 


nue to the end with him, and ſee, that neither change of place,not | 


of ſtate, adverſity nor proſpericy turne you out of the wayes of 


Godlinefle : andifany of you have ſeemed at Joſephs age very for- | 


ward in Religion, but are now in a manner waxed key cold, and 
ſtarke nanghe; ſcarce retaining atty 'ſavour'of*your former picry; 
ler Joſephs example make you take notice of your wanr of per- 
ſeverance, thar now ar laſt you' may 'confider' your decayes, 'and 
tive to recover apaine, and fo to runne'to the endof the race 
wich comfort. Andyouthar are LS rs ſtrive'to get truth, and to 
ſtand by Gods ſtrength, continually ufing Gods meanes, and you 
ſhall be conftaot :. and ſo much of Joſephs goodnefſſe in generall, 
eſpecially in reſpec of irs beginning and continuance. 

Now more particularlie,' conſider what was good in himin his 
Fathers houſe, andin Zgypr, for ſo may his life bee ficly diſtin- 


> In his Fathers houfe. 1. He was willing to'rel of hisBrethrens 

mg unto his Father, {© that they might be reforrjed.' Thoſe 
hat are of ſo' ſlender home whe Se tee by rezfoh of 

their youth , or upon other conſiderations of 'meanneſſe of eſtate, 
or the like, that their owne admonirions 'art not likely ro pre- 


the faults of ſach offendors to their' betrery afd ſaperiours, that | 
lo the care may be wrought by anorher hand, which themſelves | 
4$LIE : | 


"Thus they of the houſeof Clee complained to Paul of the con-. 
tentions and diviſions chat were ſo rife and ſcandalous among | 
the Corinths. This a manis enjoyn'd and bound unto by che rules 
of. Charity, which command him to ſeeke his Brothers amend- 
mene aud reformation of thoſe things 'that are 'evill, I know | 
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(C/INPG ' The Example of Cav. 39. &3, 
char moſt men will hate ſuch as.complaine of chem, and callthem 
rel rales, bur this kinde of complaining may, bee, carried, clolly 


enough, that ir ſhall nor procure envie to che complainer, if 
Governour will uſe his aile bai 


s diſcretion.,and.take care to fad ic our rh 
other way, as in moſt caſes he may, rather then ro ſeeme to haye; 
come to the knowledge of it by ſugh a feeds Bart if it.cannor be! 
concealed, all men-muſt forme their duties,  rhough they hazard 
themſelves co ſome ill will and danger, +: ...: Y 


| Now youcchildren and Servangs, : thar live: crogetherin families 


\rake notice of Joſephs leif you ſec anyevilway of. your com. 
| mon inferiours, ſpeake to them, admoniſh -rhem it ir be fic, and 
if they will-not reforme, bring their bad deedes co their parenc,, 
or maſters cares, that ſo you may. not partake in rheir linnes , for 
want of ufing due ,meanes to. reforme them: Onely take heed, 
| Firſt, thatyou be nor apt to complaine for every light weake: 
 nefſe, which ought to be. paſſed by, an | 


; Secondly, that you never aggravate anything, muchleſſe faing, 
lye, counterfeit, . for falfe and flanderous complaining againſt a 
ſervant to bis maſter, is forbidden cxpreſlely by Solomon, ſaying, ac- 
Pro.30-10, | uſe not 4 Servant to his Maſter : the word is uſed to denote flande.| 
rous and malitious accuſations, and ſuch muſt be avoyded ia re(; 

of ſervants,” and men of-lower :ranke, that by ſtring their 
xt againſt them, they may not occaſion. much cauſelell miſery 


; Apaioe, if there be any that bays chafed, and entertained greg: 
diſcontent againſt their fellow ſervants, or others, forrtelling of 
their faults, rotheir Governcury; they maſt now condemne then- 
ſelves for this ungrounded and cauſclefſe anger, eſpecially if they 
have becne firſt admoniſhed, and no amendment harh followed; 
yea, though the others have rold:it firſt ro. their Goyernours, the 
taulc being grofle, and themſelves fo low, as there was no likeli- 
hood thatthey ſhould have beene, heard, for why ſhould any man 
be offended becauſe another hath done his duty , and imirared fo 
good an example as Joſeph > For ſccing all. men muſt rake heed of 
| partaking of others faults, chey ſball partake in thoſe,they ſeek not 
| ro reform by ſuch fir meancs as they may uſe :. and this, of complai- 
ning to Governours, 1s 2 fir meanes. it 'followes that they wete 
bound in; Conſcience. ro open-their mouthes in this kinde, and it 
is doubclefle a ſinne; ro þce offended: with another , for that 
which hee could not omic without Sinne, This' falling outwith 
him that, harh dereQcd a mans faults, is an- evident. figne of a 
man that loves his Sinne, and would willingly live in ir, bur for 
feare of puniſhment, - ; | 
| | Secondly, Joſeph whilſt hee lived in his Fathers houſe, had dis 
yine. Dreames afforded unto him ; as toretelling his owne ad- 
vancement, . and theſe hee. faithfully and truly rald: unco' bis 
| Father, and uatg all: his Brethxco: , although his Hecchnes 
PI SA 
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Cav. 39, &c,| 5 


| did hate him for ir, aud his Father ſeemed to rebuke him;buthis | 2- He bad di 
| reproofe was very gentle, and rather for faſhion ſake ro mitigare |<, :5>5 = 
{ his Brerhrens anger , then becauſe hee eſteemed him an offendor in | Which he 101d 
| celling his Dreames. Soir behoverh all men rocommunicate their a3 yr 1 nol 
| knowledge unto others, ſo farre as is convenient, eſpecially thoſe Nr ER 
whom God hath made ſeers, and pur into an office of reaching o- 
thers, muſt bee carcfull roinſtrutt chem, though the things bee 
ſuch, as they will rather hate chem for, chen accepr. 

Dreames were at that time Ordinances of God, to inſtut men; | 
If Joſeph could nor forbeare to tell his dreames, how much leſſe 
ſhould any forbeare ro infſtruQ, teach, or admoniſh their fellow- 
ſervants, or brethren, or any thar are neare to them. Young $a. 
muel did tell his maſter E/: his Dreame, and did well in telling ir; | 
| yea, Eli charged him with grear earneſtneſſe to tell him all the | 
eruch : Bur ler meu be ſure their Dreames bee from God, before 
they cell them, I meane, that they have juſt cauſe to ſpeake , and 
that ir bee the certaine truth rchey ſpeake, before they ſpeake to 
any. | | 
| * Thirdly, while Joſeph was young; hee ſhew'd himſelfe obedi- | 
{ent to his Father, for when he called him to ſend him-to viſit his FM: daagrs 
Brethren, hee was ready to obey him,  anddidthe office of a duri- | Father, 
full Sonne, addreffing himſelfe ro the appointed buſtnefle, although | ©4371 314: 
ie was to take 2 journey of rwo or 3 dayes on foor. Come youn 
men and young women, and learne of this good'/youth how © 
 |rarry your ſelves co your Parents; if they call yon}, come, and 
]pive them dutifull and mannerly anſwers, ifthey ſend you, goe, | 

and preferre' the doing of their will in lawfull-rhings ,' before 
your owne caſe and pleaſure. 7 C7 9189 TIOWET 29 
- You know how preciſely the Lord hath impoſed this-duty' up- 
on the conſtiences of children; Childrez obey your. Parents in all 
things. You muſt make no reſtriction of the largeneſſe of this Com- 
\mandement, bur by adding that word, Lawfull, which out of 0- 
[ther Scriptures muſt needes bee underſtood, and hee gives a rea- 
ſon, ſaying, #615 is the firſt 'Commandement , meaning of the ſecond | 
Table, with promiſe, and with promiſe of welfare, ſaying, that it may | 
| bee well with thee, As cyeryou deſire to finde proſperity from God , | 
'foyou muſt bee dutifull royour Fachers and Mothers ; the inſtra- 
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[ments of your becing, ard bringing up, and the moſt immediate 
Deputies of Godand you, which hee hath ſerinhis ſicad, 'torake | 
Jcare of you, and to rule you; Sk RIES ©; | ._ 
:Now yourthar are finfull and diſobedicnt Sonnes'and Daughters, 
whoſe carriage doth farre differ from that of Joſephs, iſee. the 
| mpg of your Vice, byoppoſiagunto.ir the! fairenefſe of his | 
Doe not: yolr hearts ' within oc ſay , that it was very well | 
done in Joſeph to ſay to his Father, here am I , when hee cal- 

led bimto goe oa his errand, and whenhis father had cold him his 
Wd. , Aaa 3 __ . worke; 
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Jif hee darſt nor ſpeake wrathfully to them , rhat hee  wightr 
| nor -the more prone and :move them , should- not you: take 


Gen. The Example of Cuav. 39. & | 


work by and by to ſet abourit, doe you nor thinke that Joſeph dig] 
che office of a godly childe, and that which his duty bound him «9, 
and wherwith God was well pleaſed > If he didzas your ſelves myſt 
needes affirm hedid, be you grieved & aſhamed within your ſelves, 
of yourquite contrary carriage , whoſe conlciences can tell, thar 
inſtead of anſwering here Iam, have retained ſome ſurly anſwer, 
and infteadof going on the buſinefſe , have gone a quire contrary 
way. Let your hearts ſmite you to Repenrance, that you may com- 
fort your Parents with obedience hereafter, whoſe hearcs you haye 
formerly vexed by your graceleflſe ſtubborneſle. 

Fourthly, when 1oſephs Brethren uſed him exceeding injuriouſly |. 
and hardly, viz. ſelling him to forrainers, for a Boad-man : what 
did he , bur even intreat and beſeech them to deale berrer with 
him? as themſelves cell of his carriage, when they were touched: 
witch ſome remorce for their cruelty. Gen. 42, 21. He beſorght us, 
and we nould not heare, Loe how it behoves a good body to behave 
himſelfe to his equals or berters, or any, rhat being too ſtrong for | 
him, when they doc offer hard meaſure unto him, eyen iatreat, 
pray, beſcech, uſe all ſubmiſſive, gentle, quier and milde words, and 
carriage, Learne that of $. Paulwhofaith, being defampa, we intreat, 
You know Abigals carriage toward David, when ſhe foundhim in 
a great chafe againſt her husband, and ready to doe violence to her 
family, ſhe intreated him, and cauſed his paſſion to ſtoppe ir (elfe by} 
her faire words. Solomes hath tolgats, that genele woras pacifie wrath: 
and if any chingin'the world will aſlwage the fary, and mollifeths 
hardnefſe, and remove the cruelty of an enemy, it is this kinde;of 

geand behaviour : If therfore any ofus be guilry of betaking 

our ſelves,in ſuch caſc,to railing,bitrernefſe,and violence, giving all 
the vile teartes, that wrath would pur into our monthes, againſt 
our Superiours, when they wronged us, and dawbing them with | 
_ foule names, ler ns take notice of our folly in being wrath- 
all. | | | 

This was not the courſe that naturall diſcretion, much lefſe that 
Chriſtian Religion would preſcribe to a wronged man : this ſhews 
him to.be as proud and bitter , that ſaffers, as they rhar offer the 
wrong.S.Feter ſaith,ve ſhould not render reuiling for reviling if we muſt 
nor raile on him that abuſethns in words,neither then on them that 
abuſe us in ations. Now then learn meekencſle of Tojeph, learne ro 
frame Jour rongues to This'kinde of humble ſpeech, when you be 
wronged. | WAY Tn or 

oY aps you may {ay,that Joſeph did chis becauſe hedurſt doc no 
OLneTrWIte, [v0 {0 O17 -* MW 7 | | 009 

I anſwer, if: he feared his Brethren, are.noc you to feare God?! 


g Go D wich-the litentious uſe 'of your evil 
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But ſecondly I anſwer that it is very probable , 7oſeph did nor this 
out of bare feare, for then when he ſaw rhat the matter grew deſpe- 
rate, and hee could nor prevaile by intreaty , he would have fallen to 
bitecrneſle at laſt , wherefore foHow his mildneſſe, beſeech when 
youre wronged, but doe not rayleand revile. ' This is all I have 
noted of /oſephs private life in bis Fathers houſe, now we will follow 
him into Egypt, and ſee how he carryed himſelfe there. 1. in pri- 
ware in the houſe. I. of Putiphar 2. in prifon, 2+ more publikely. 70- 

eohs carriage in Putiphars houſe deſerveth praiſe , r. becauſe he was a 
diligent and faichfull ſervant unto him, Joſeph had beene bred up ten- 


God by his providence made him a bondiman, he: frames himſelfe to 
ſach dutifulneſſc and fideliry, that he winnes his Maſter, and gaineth 
greater favour with him then any other ſervant, as you may reade 
(Gen, 39.44 7, For had nothe beenefairhfull and painefull, God 
\had nor beene with him nor profpered him as he did. 

_ Lerme commend his example to you that be ſervants to imitate 
it, ladoar you to ve good ſervants, faichfull, diligent in your Ma- 
fters 'buſineſſe and reſpeQive | towards their perſons , that ſo God 
may;be with you too , andproſper you-, and you alſo niay draw the 
_ and good:yvils of your Maſters. Your:ſervice is not bond fervice, 
___ ſervice;at-the'worſt it isbut aſerviceot eight or nine yeares 

| y, 1332 rt 3 ©") [:&t! oON,4 (17? 1016-7 

' \ $rethe commuandementof Gold lylngupon you as much as it did 


pr 1 , and dot that-which 


| | Jopui-ſce in him is poſſible ro 
doe; this is the why to make-your (ervice' moſt eafic and comforta- 
ble ro'your ſelves,and mbſt acteptable and pleaſing to God : you are 
{ervates now, you may'be Maſters or Governours :hercafter, ſo 
frame your felves in the funftion of ſervants, that Gad may blefſc 
youwith g024d ſervants; Canyyour ſelves royards your Maſters, as 


{the moſt part, you ſhaliGnd-thar in this as wellas in other things 
the:.Lord will returne 8 mans owne: meaſure into: his owne -bo- 
ſame, ' The living G94. markes theicarriage of ſervants, accepts 
their diligence and fidelaty,and rewards ir, and it:is as evidentanote 
oftruye piety , £0 be a gaod ſervant, as good 'King tz goad/Mini- 
; and that will make -yougood fervanrs , if /you know: that in ſo 
ag you ſhall be;accemtdd- By God:,;and have your wages from 
him, it your''Goyernowrs| ihould! be Goward-: And to remember 
that Saint Peter requirethydu, to (hew your ſelfes truc Chriſtians , 
[bybeing good: ſeryants;,ownto unquictand crooked: Maſters. But 
1 oe. you have (hewed:your: ſelves froward ſervants , ſullen, dog- 
ped'; flaarhfull ;idle ; falle}) aintruſty; atbeſt 'burieye: ſervants that 
cared no further to doe your duty, they you coriceived your Maſters 


derly as the free ſonne of a noble and great man 7acob; of a ſodajne £ 


you would wiſh your ſcrvants to carry themſelves'to you, and'for |. 


2+ His good 
carryage in 
Egypt in Faiz 
phas houſe. 

Ti He was 

a moſt dili- - 
ent & . 1raith® 
full ſervant to 
him, 


| L Per, Is is, 


ſhapld know ofybur carriage; Othetwiſe not caring how you loite- 
]re8burthe time how w 'fau 
_ |[aforanſwering againe, and- frowardnefſe and I, denying 


ali you whte;, and ven rw ape” mc 
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; 
| 


2, He ſhewed 
the true feare 
of God, 

Ifay 3 3Z* 6; 


t Gen, 39. 9. 


3, Had a 
thankfull and 
loving Ma» 
Ker. 


{ 
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| out of them'by'ſpeedy repentance 


| Z4c0b , and be ſorrowfall you have not approved your ſelves ſuchay 


(JEN. 


your faults, - Obe humbled in ſecing 
you would be accounted good Chri 


The Example of | Car, 39, &Cc.| 


— 


ou ſelves ſo unlike to loſeph, 
1ans as hewas a good ſont 


be did approve himſelfe, When we ſee the godlinefſe of thoſe 
whom the Scriptures commend unto us , we wuſt take notice Of our 
own naughrineſſe withremorſe and forrow, and runne to God to pax. 
donand reforme it, . God that made 7oſeph a good ſervant can make 
thee ſo too, ſeekeunto him for his Spirit to make thee humble and | 
conſcionable. Secondly, in his Maſters houſe this godly man ſhew. 
ed the true feare of God, in that be forbare to commit a finne 
to which he was fo vehemently ſolicited, ſaying to his Miſtreſſe, 
How ſhall I doe this great evill, and ſinne againſt God, Gen. 39.9. Wee| 
muſt all labour to plant an awfull apprehenſion of Gods greatneſſe, 
juſtice , andpreſence in our minds ,, that wee may not dare co finne 
againſt him, this is the vertue ſo much commended in the Scrip- 
tures, ſooften required , and that hath ſo many promiſes made unto 
it ! This is that vertue which muſt prove our knowledge of God and 
our faith in him :I meane a not daring to finne in reſpe& that wee 
know it is offenſive tohim, and will provoke him againſt us :This 
vertue will hold the beart from ſecret ſinne, and ſuch to which-wee 
are much ſolicired & perbaps alſo much inclined. He'that haththis 
grace is mounded and armed againſt the: eſt remptations of 
Saran and of evill men. No mancandoe himſelfe a better turne then 
to abound in it ;the Propherealls it ovy treaſure, Herhat hath gorcen | 
it inany good quaritity, hatb gotten thericheſt treaſure in the world, 
and that which will doe: him-more: good then all gold and filver, | 
Salamn calleth-it the beginning or head;, or chiefe part, or firſt fruits 
of wiſdome. It isagrace which 'maketh knowledge uſefull, which 
elſe will end'ortather vaniſh in meere diſcourſe and twattle. Ir is'a 
race that' cannot be found, bur in a heart thoroughly fanQified: 
be that bath it is-fureto find: favour with God , and to walke holily 
with God. No man can ſufficiently ſet forth the excellency of this 
grace: ' It is that by which we mu worke our our ſalvation, 
without which wee cannot hold - out 'in the way ofpiety, it | 
muſt helpe us againſt falſe; fearesand falſe hopes , againſt pleafure, 
againſt/ profit 5 agaitiſt credite, againſt diſcredite, againſt all the 
wayes that Satan hath to draw. us to finne? It will make you for: 
beare ſecret finnes ;'and ſuch asfleſh hath much co ſay, why icmuſt | 
needs commit : 2 large meaſure of ſeare will make youfotbeare ſuch 
ſinnes, and if there be any there, ir will make you carefull offi 


e. But you that ate bold ro ſ{ione | 
in ſecret", and ccarelefſeto repent of the firines that you can keepe 
ſecret, flatter notyour: ſelves with a. falſe imagibation; that you 
bave the feare of God before youreyes: 11: > | ; 

ime hors worthy manibad a thankefull and loving reſpe4 un- 
rohis' Maſter;for fairb he, my Maſter haththus and wbus honoured & 


{ truſted me;and fhall I fo requitebis loveas to defile his wife? youte 


that 


* . At oxrwms 


Lemma 


"_ tc. —_ 


—— 
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that every man ought xo rake grear heed of wrongingrhas perſon & | 
ay thing from whom, he bath regeived much kindugſFyianaiy-re: | 
; !! vB8teivft 03 uſien 
fer it ſelfe anca out | 


| any one 1n his good name, wifen&c. Concers [ 
ning whom. if ingratirude and loye af finne had; not poliuced and cor- | 
rupted thy memory, thoy mighreft have: ſaid, be-hathdonic this and | 
this for me, and ſhall I fo requize him 2 bluſh for ſhamerothinke | 
thar rhou baſt incuned the, 0djg9us namg pf an ingrarcfull man, | 
faterme of as mich reproach as any can be. golisT two 
And now tread in,loſephs ſteps.this way, ſhaw that:you daeaccount | - 
your ſelves indenced or favoars.aod curteſienpy havingrher ready | 
in your minds,as adiſlwaſive from any m1 9 ata 
[chem in whoſedebt,you ſignd for fach/and. ſucheurtefies.. Ler your | 
memories ſcrve you-for good putpofys , Comaptios wii ſoone recall 
njuriesto hinder from gratifying another, Joe; us 88 ſoote recal] 
Hodnefmco hinder Sombyrtinfe: 55. ogg Foc ia rofetnr 
Bur fourthly, This, /e{eph. (hewes; forth; that excellent verruecf 
chaſticy, and thatinanhighdegree;for being a young mab, and car- 
hy and often , yea almoſt continually. importuned by. tis Mi: 
c 
tem 


, 


e to commit adultery: with, her., he coritinucs to 1epell her 
tations with 2 peremptory;depyall, and fhuvs, cher company 
by all the wayes be can,& when fhocaughthim-at ſuch an advantage | 
once, that baving bim alone ſhe durſt Jay bands upotrhim; and offer 

as much violence asthar ſcxeicould offer inthat caſe; be leaves his | 
garment; with ber and runnes-Qve ,, fo farre is he from: yeetding ;'s 
tryer.and nobler patterne of continency, how canwe thinke of 8 Tf | 
we conſider his 2% 29d his perſon and the perſon of the ſolicicrefle, | 


, 


and the continuance of her evill ſuit, and her. carncſtnefſe in ir,, | 
ſhow great a pattcrne is he of conſtant and inviecible purity > Bur the | 
words that can be beſtowed in commenting him will all fall ſhore | 
of his worthineſle, I ſhall endeavour rocommend this grace unto 


( 


you,chaſtiry is a ſweet and excellent yercae. - - | Ehoey s 6 
The keeping of 'the Body 'phre and undefiled, and forbeating to | rue. | 


maxe ones ſelte with any. perſon not allowed by God,accordmp to | | 
bis Ordinance, eſpecially when firovg temptations are offered ©; 
inflame libidigous fancies, deſerveth. great praiſe , for it ſhowes| 


— Ye —_ nn ——_— - that _ 
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| thar the hertis fully refolved LPR doe evill. Indeed if the'nor Cen» 


; 


| 


| much onthe contrary may be {aid'ini prayſe of continency , by ira| | 


: 


1 againſt it ; but if one once yeeld to fancy, that it is'no great matcer, 


| this finne, and prefſe. them upon his owne foale, and pray to God, 


| 
| 


| gro 


| taine this power Over ill defires, God that mom it in Joſeph, can 
| 


| 


tertaining of ſuch motions ariſe from inabiliry of body and ung. 
_ to ſatisfic them, this cannot be called caſtity, but devji- 
tY. j: 3 "MY, Mao" 

Wee muſt conſider how much rhe Apoſtle diſgraceth unclean. 
nefſe and fornication , he ſaith, it #' injurious to Chriſt, tothe holy 
Ghoſt, ode ny owne body; ro' Chriſt , if he be aprofeflour of 
Chriſtianity chat doth'it, for it takes one that is: joyned to 'bim, 
and to his myſticall _— a$2a'memberthereof, and makes ir the 
member of at barlot, which is a great indignity'to the boly-Ghoſt 
for it takes a Temple dedicared to him ,"fuch' is the body and ſoule 
of every Chriſtian, and makes' it a bog-ſty, to lodge filthy lyſts 
in ; to a mans owne body, for be that doth ir, ' fines againſt his 
owne body , in making-that the vety inſtrument of commirting 
that foule ſinne. 


A— 


Now as much as may be faid inthe reprotch of the finge , fo 


man keeps Chriſts members,and the boly-Ghoſts Temples; and his 
owne 'body , free fron fo great baſenefſe, of being made ſubjee 
to an barlot. © NR 27. C ” 
The way is, firſt toplant in ones owne hear a reverend feare of 
Gods all-ſceing eye, yea wor much ro God; to beſtow a good 
_ The ſecond ts ;tocount the'fin a great wickednefle , for fo hee 
ſaith, chir great wichednefe, The holding faſt in ones mitid an ap. 
prehenfion of the: grievouſneſſe of a fault, is a great preſervative 


then will ir prove no great matrer to draw us tO it. 

And indeed this finne of Adultery muſt needs be a great wic- 
kednefſe, becauſe it finnes againſt # cleare light, and is contray 
to a ſolemne vow and Covenant made berwixt the marryed. 

3. Amanmuſt often ponder on-the threats. of God madeagainſt 


to make him beleeve and'feare. - 

Fourthly, he muſt prevent the occafions and fly from them, even 
that occaſion of being preſent , eſpecially in ſolitary places, and 
alone with thoſe, as, his heart is inclined , or indeed, with | 
any with whom ſuch a finne may be committed , but upon juſt 
unds and cauſes. BZ NO 
And laſtly, a man muſt not truſt! upon bis owne ftrengrh; but 
conſtantly ſupplicate to God keep.downe his inordinate paſſions, or 
elſe he ſhall find chem too unruly forhim. 


Labour you thatbe young, and you tbat be elder, and all, ro at- 


worke it inany other as well, you ſhall doe well to produce 7eſep#s 
Example unto God , and beſcech him to ſhew his Spirit and his 


_—_ 


— 


atk _why| 


— — 


 [ryiog himſelfe in ſo yertuous a manner , thar the Jaylor did affet 


—Y 


— —}._ 


Gen, 


Scriptures, but chat we may ſtrive and pray, and hope-rto be made 
like unto them > But as all muſt bee exhorred roger Chaſtity, ſo 
chiefly thoſe which bave beene overtaken already with the con- 


to forbeare a ſinnethe firſt rime, then the ſecond, the ſecond then 


the chird, and ſo forth 
throughly healed. 


If Joſeph had lived in Fornication with any other, he could ne- 


ded to this ſinne ſhall more hardly ſave themſelves from ir , then 
thoſe rhar have never yeelded: but if a man doe frequently and 
unfainedly repent of this, as well as of other finnes, ir will bee 
made ſo loathiome to him, that y Gods affiſtance he ſhall prevaile 
againſt it, yea even though ir be his darling corruption. 

I goe on to ſhew how Joſeph behaved himſeife in the houſe of 
his Priſon, and that to his Maſter there. the Jaylor, and alſo to the 
Kings Officers that were committed thither. | 

Firſt, he fell ro his old trade of diligence and faichfulneſſe, car- 


him, and liked him more and more, till at laſt he intrafted him 
wich all the charge of the priſon. This wasa grear' truſt, for you 
know whar extreame danger a Jaylor,”chiefely of ſuch priſoners, 
doth put himſeclfe in, if his priſoners eſcape: rhiere againe there- 
fore let all inferiours be perſwaded rofeeke ro 'winne their Sype- 
riours, by good and yertuouy carriage; eſpecially meekenelle, 
bwiſtvenel, painefulnefle and ernftiniciſe , This will worke a 


« Whyare godly mens worthy deedes ſer up before our eyes in | 


trary crime of Adv]teryor fornication, or both. Ir is more eaſie | 


: unlefſe great care beuſed, to get the heare | 


ver hayereſiſted his miſtreſſes inticements.} They that have yeel- | 


| 


- 
- —IIIE ut — —_ — 
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| 
2, Toſephs | 
good carriage 
in priſon, 
Gen 29.?1s 
1, He was 
diligent and 
fa ful. 


| 


man into fayour, even withanhard' maſter; but F' ſpake of 'that 
matter a lictle before, I will ſhew you his carriage ro rhe priſoners, 
to whom he wasan Attendant, it is commendable in theſe chree 
reſpeas. | w_ = 5 SKILLS REL 
Tre he ſhew'd himfelfe defirons to comfore them! When they 
were (adand dejeded, asking them why they were fad : had hee 
not bin of a kinde and render difpoſirion, he wonld'nor-have'hee- 
ded how a perſon, ro whom hiniſelfe had no more relation, had fa” 
red , whether ſorrowfally,or merrily ; but fo kinde' was hee , that 
hee ſeekes to comfort them, by asking them the canſe'of rheirſad- 
nefſe, and ſeekingroremove it. We houfd all leariie ro prattice 
this courtequſneſfſe roall men, chiefly'rto"ſach as are in afflition 


= . 


ſce Joſeph increating to know their Dteames, anddiigentrto inter- 


farre as we be ab'e, bur a chuzliſh, carelefſerempet;wherebyamamn 
cares not whether men cry or laugh;be merry or ſad, is 'a p 
much pride and ftapidity of ſpirie,] and mbftbe- 
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abhorred. 


—_—_ 
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nd 


otherwiſe,even helpe to raiſe up their hearts with good words, and | .. 
{ſo muchas we can, tobecome inftrumensof cheering them, as you | - 


pretche ſame. Iris anexcellent vertuets beready* ro/comfore 'the | 
afflited, :and co revive the ſpirits of them'that beeicafbdownerfs | 


roofe of | 


Gen.40s | 
2 He firives ro þ 
comfort the F 
priſoners, bevy 
ing lad, which 
he arrended Þ 
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3. Hee was 


| terprering 
; their dreames. 


4+ Hee was 
carefull ro ger 
out of priſon, 


3! Joſephs 
in publike. 


| gers, 
| I, To Pharaoh. 


preferment, 


plainely and 


Dreames one 


; NANCES, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


faithfullin in. }' 


good carriage | | 


| 1, Toſtran- 


1+ Beforc his 
1, Hedeales | 


 faichfully with to. 
him. 


Gzx, : The Example of Cuap, 39, &C, 


 ' Againe, youſee bim fairhfull in interpreting their dreames, got 
ſeeking ro flatter rhe Baker in regard of the likenes of the dreames, 
You maſt learne to deale truely with men, telling them as the 
thing is, not falfifying your words to pleaſe them, and to prevent 
their ſorrowes. 06 | 

Moſt of all, muſt men deale truly in interpreting and applying 
Gods Word, and youmuſt learne to be ſo wiſe, as to accepr ſuch 


rmenr, & chena 
ully wich hi 
1NAV 


eath ſhould yeeld none. increafe at all,-ſo that the plenty ſhould 


| be. utterly forgotten; andthe Laud ſhould: be conſumed with (car: 


ity, and che- doubling. of:the dregme, ;be ſaith; did (hew, that the 
ing was certaine lies without all faile; and alſo 
dineſſe. ofthe thing whichſhould begin-preſently-ro be ac: 

' . ' 1 , A : ob 2% 


- 


the 


ngpribeR 0 2s ennolains qodties o7 oniad raves) fyiytca 
|of Gods ordi- | ;;0 © a$-ſoſephgalls the things to come withall plaineneſſe;and moſt 
| 'Q 


bay: Dreames wero ong: ot Gods drdinances,,: by which hee did in 
' thoſe-times revcale cboſe things: tro men , which-he intended they 
| (hould know, avd the interpretor of :Drcames was to ſhew.the true 
meaning 2f (God, plainely without!a ding of diminiſhing, -and 
nga ol. :Glenceallthoſerowhom che 
willrevealedunto men! ſhalt be: committed, 
nd truly? They muſt with 
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all evidence and perſpicuiry ſhew the chings which God hath cold 
them, andmuſt not not hide or alter any thing at all.; what God 
Jeclareth, they muſt declare , making manifeſt alſo che certainty 
and ſpeedineſſe of the things, both char chey ſhall ſurely come to 
paſſe, and preſently, in the due time appointed. | 
Oh that the Lord would thruſt our into his Church able, faith- 
full and painfull men, that mighe ſearch diligently into the meas 
ning of his Oracles, and fully declare his will unco in people : 
carefully ſtirring them to believe the things, and ro expet them , 
ind makeuſe of them : now you ſee his faithfulneſſe. 
Secondly, marke his wiſedome and prudence, joyned with love 
and good will, for he perſwades -Pharoahto appoint fir rions to 
ther up the abundance of the plencifull yeares, and keepe the 
Live in ſtore againſt the penurious and ſcant yeares, that ſo he may 
prevent the miſery, which elſe would have fallen on the land, So 
thoſe thatare to interpret Gods Word to his people, muſt adde 
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to make goodule of their Tnow Edge, even to provide againſt the 


ſhall affoord them for that purpoſe. | 

We have now plentifull rimes of ſpiricuall proviſion, by which 
wee may get knowledge how to prevent the danger of erernall 
dearth : who can rell whar.ſcant and thinne times may come here- 
after, in which we may feele a fore famin® of the Word, and not 
be able to get inſtruQion and exhortation, which now wee have in 
Waadaber) PLoP GOO pee 

_ Letus tort our heart with knowledge, now in theſe times of 
plenty, that our ſoules may not periſh for want of crue' knowledge: 


of Gods goodneſſe,thar you periſh nor for want of true knowleds: 
Yeathe Lordin his Word harth plainely revealed his minde con- 
cerning the damnation of impenitent ſinners, and falvation of the 
penitenr.. O now labour co.get repentanceia theſe Happy ſeaſons 
of Repentance, wherein God offers grace .unto you, and pur not 
off theſe grear workes till after uncerraine times, when no more 


meanes of repentance ſhall be granted, then the Agyprians had. of 


__" I_ 


tunity of gerting grace, as Pharaoh did of getting Corne. Now it 
is che day time, now the light ſhineth, now the Lord continuethto 
ſtretch our his hand, oh turne to him, feed of the. Word of life; 
hearethe Word, reade ir, and ponder uponirt, obey it, and-turne 
to God, and believe, and obey, whilſtir is called to day, that you | 
may nor hereafter labourin vaine, about ſo neceſſary a buſineſle. 

+ Thirdly, you ſhall ſee in Joſephs carriage grear humility, lowli- 
nefſe of nab Fog brags not of himſelfe and his owne $kill and 


\=crratery advice, per{waſions, and exhortations to provide them | 


5 rocome, and to make uſe of all thoſe good helpes , which 
Go | | | 


& then when the means of knowledg ſhall be diminiſhed, make uſe | 


petring corn, in the ſeven yeeres of deadly famine; uſe the oppor- | 


1 


ability, hee doth not lift up himſelfe, becauſe this rare gift of 
interpreting of Dreames was given unto him from.Go D, bur 
% | Bbb ſairh | 
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Dan.2,30. 


| 4, Hefhew-| Another thing to benoted jn Joſeph, hee ſhew'd all. reverence 
edallreve- | and dac refi | 
| rence and due | n TE 


reſpe& to the 
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De to the King, as Da:jclalſo did, giving him durifull 
words; and carrying him elfe ſubmiſhvely : ſo muſt we doe when- 
ſoever we approach befqre Rulers, and Kings, our words and ge- 
ſtures muſt TCR decent and reſpettive, tending to expreſle an ho- 
nourable efteEme of them, becauſe of the Image of Gads, Majeſty 
and greatnefle, which (hineth, in them. . Joſeph would not come he- 
fore PHargh , inthe bh antes of his priſoa houſe, nor with 
the haire of rhe dungeon, but polltrh himſelfe,and gerteth on ber- 
rer attire, and ſets hiimfelfe in all. his carriage to honour the King, 
ſaying, God hat ſhewed Pharaoh, hat he 1s about to. doe, and God will 
anſwer for Pharaohs peace. Ohthat.we could learne mannerly , and 
dutifull, and reſpetive carriage towards Princes and Snperiours, 
even for conſcience ſake to God, 

How frequently doth the Scripture menrion the good carriage 
of godly men to Kings, they bowed to them with their faces to 
che ground, they worſhipped chem, they gave them fit tiles, and 
did nor thinke it much to ſtoope lowe unto them, as we ſee in the 
ſtories of Scripture. 

Woe unto them therefore that deſpiſe governemenr, ſpeake 
evill of dignities, andflight choſe whom God hath advanced, no 
 ching but'f60liſh pride, and a want, as it were, of ſeeing Gods face, 
ih theſe his. Vice-gerents, hath emboldned them to contempruous 
words, andcarriages : Yea, you muſt know, that nor alone ro Mo- 
- | narchs,,, Potentates, and grear Commanders in rhe World, this 
.. | reverendcarriageis, dae, bur ro all Governours in their ſeverall, 
chough farre lower places, ſeeing all the placesare of God; and 
not only the higheſt powers, ,*, 
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Gen, Jo sEt PH. 
Therefore to inferiour- Magiſtrates, to husbands, Fathers, Maſters, 
doth the. Scripture call for Reverence, and whoſoever is bold to | 
deſpiſe inferiour Governours, doth not for any Conſcience appear 
revcrend'to the higher powers, but alone our of carnall feare and | 
ſiniſter reſpets. Ah, repent of your irreverent, diſdainefull, aud . 
incemperate behaviour towards Governours, and now learne to de- | 
clare your fear of the great Ruler of all things, by ſhewing fear to- 
wards all thoſe for his lake, whom hee hath binne pleaſed to ſet o- 
yer you. 
Another point of faithfulneſſe, reſpe&and loyalty , Joſeph alſo | »: After his 
ſhewd to Pharaoh Kiny of Egypt , after his advancement , hee did | perment 
not ſend for his Brerhren, nor place them without the licenſe of Faichfull _ 
the King,nor would take his journey afrer ro bury his Father, til he |1oyall ro Phe: 
{had attained the Kings good leave.So muſt al Princes, high Officers, |"** 
and Nobles under a King, ſhew themſelves fo loyall and refpe- 
give to the King, as to do no matter of weight, but by his licenſe 
| [and direRion, neither muſt they advance their friends and kindred, | 
nor ſhew reſpe& unto them otherwiſe, then with. due ſubordinati- | 
on2nd ſubjeion to the Kings authority and will. Kings muſt bee | 
| [honoured, reſpeRed, obeyed; andall faithfulneſſe muſt be ſhewed 
towards them , the ſafety of a agdons bg held by the reſpcR. 
declaredunto him, whom Gad hath made ty | of it. | 


Let all that would ſhew themſelves tofeare. God, be carefull to | 
follow Joſeph in thus Es NOfal Majeſty, we muſt not 


Y tn... =_ _—_— m 


wrong them, nor ſlight them, nor ptefum much on chem, nor | 
advance thoſe we like, with injury to ther,” I 
© Joſephs carriage afrer his preferment, in other reſpes was com- 
mendable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his great wiſedome , is ſo taken with, it, 
that he makes him rhe chiefe ruler over the Land of XApypr, and 
ziving him his ring from his owne hand, kes him, the chiefe ru- | 
Kt underhim, as you would ſay,the Lord C aancelor of che King- 
dome of Xgypt. * PO A ES GP I bf LA 
 Nowinthis great office, he cartieth and behaverh him(elfe moſt | 3. He behas 
fairhfully, diligently, and diſcreetly,for he goerh-opr from the pre- ved himſelf in 
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i: £ | | I "5 = $ | his offi 
{ſence 'of Pharaoh , and gocs throughout all che Land of Fey | Fairhfally alk 
[and gathers up al! the food (meaning the oyerplus of food) of rhe | gcnly & dig | 


{ſeven plenrifall yeeres, and laid up the food of every; City of the —__ | 
| |field, char was ronnd aboutir, till ic was paft numbring;he himſelf | giligenc and 
didnot every thing, that were impoſſible, bug binaſcſf. rooke care | fairhfull in 
to prepare fitte ſtore-houſes , and fit perſons, and Money, and, — 
all things requiſite for ſo great a worke,, and. way a careful]. 
{| Overſeer of the buſineſle , chat no failing or falle-hpod mightbe 
TAY LE. ooo ina hut bofyoodul 
|, Here 1 pray yo6 co fulkill he Cibees tat are Fae uns 
to you with all painefulneſle, care and diligence "ES no la» 
bour, bee weary of no paines, but, alwayes give your ſelves ro.) 
your buſineſſes in. your offices, let him that hath an office,. wait. on.it, | 

ps  : [i ON Paul | 
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The Example of Cyan, 39, &c. 


Paul ſpeakethir, eſpecially of eccleſiafticall offices, ir is true al 
of civill : as Joſeph in this matrer did diſcharge the truſt repoſed 
in him, ſo doe you in all places whereto you ſhall be called: if any 
' man be prefer'dto any place of command in Church or common. 
 weale, be is as muchtyed to retgs va the labour of the workes of 
that place, as Joſeph was to this of colleQing corne : and he thar in 
his place is careleſſe, negligent, orunfaithfull, ſinnes againſt God 
and his owne ſoule, andthe common-weale , therefore the Apa. 
{tle bids us, n0t to be ſloathfull in buſineſſe, We muſt nor ſuffer our ſelves 
| to waxe weary of the paines, and be tyred with the workes of our 
callings, in ſach places, bur by a conſcionable conſideration of 
Gods Providence, in ſettingusin ſuch places, wee muſt quicken our 
ſelves againſt all dulnefſe and weariſomneſſe, This ſhall be an honour 
toaman, before thoſe that are truly wiſe and wompiy; for not the 
poſſeſling of a place of power, butthe due diſcharge of it is a credir 
unto men. | 

"The worſt and moſt unworthy man, may be lifted up on high, as 
was Haway, but iris aproofe of erue vertue to doe the worke of 
che place, firly, as did Dazjel when Cyrus advanced him to bee the 
| third Ruler in the Kingdome. This alſo ſhall comfort the heart of 
' a man , when'thar time commeth that hee muſt give an accounr to| 
God, and his conſcience, of his behaviourin his place : for you muſt 
confiderbtethren, char every man from the loweſt to the higheſt 

iy 
ED 


| muſt give an acconnto wardſhip, andthien, nor the great ho- 
non? tr hehich po fed dby ys Treat ſtare hee hath gotten, 
ſhall cheare up his ſoul, but his fairkfull and conſcionabledilcharge 


of his dury.” 


[EI 
| 


--* Ser np Jofephe pratice. therefore before your eyes, and follow 
him, ben pk hopoar youar the laſt _ , 48 Joſeph is honou- 
red it the Book. of God, Bur anorherthing is to belearned hence, 
ever aPoint of prudence and good husbandry, that is, to lay up the 
 overplus of great abundance, againſt a time of eareiry, his was 


| wiſecounſellof Joſeph, and wiſely followed by Pharaoh, and by Jo- 
ſeph executed.” Tris nor alone lawfull, but needful and uſeful, when 
bite rien | G54 doth ſehd prear ſtore of corhe, or any like commodity , that 
._ . | may befirly kepr iti fore, then to reſerve ſome pare of the plenty 
-- *,. {fora fituretime, when perhaps there ſhal be ao ſuch plenty: wee 
' -- 4 muftnorTpend al the ftore of aplenteons yeere ; ir is not for mee 


Rs | ms States and Princes, bur it isfit that every man bee wiſe 
4for himſelfe as well as 4 King for his Kingdome.' The proverbe | 
is a wiſe d good proverbe, char ſich, when 2 thing is cheape, lay it 
ov #heape/Shch oorditg 4s no opprefſfion, but good husbandry, hee 
,whom God hath furniſh'c with, means,ſhal.doe well in doing ſo. To 
{die #dearth by ligrologby makiog things dear, when they are 
itrorichand, when aman foriches himſelf withthecomon loſſe,thisis 
afinne. anda of coverouſneſſe;but to provide, in laying upthe 
| ſcixptiſage of Plenty, is a thing ro,be commended. x 
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Gen, Jo sr rims Char. 39, &c.\ 7 
F Ir were good thatmen of ability would deale thus wiſely, nor a- | | 
lone for their privar , but alſo forthe: publikepood, | the piſerirelayet 
up in ſummer, man ſhould bee wiſerchen a filly .creeping thing: oh 
how fooliſh and naught-be rhoſe;. that when they ger much; ſpend | 
all, and reſerve nothing:/for harder times? You have'ſome'men 
can carne much in health, bur layup nothingjagainſtſickneſfſe, can 
[ger much ia youth, but reſerve nothing forage; 'Moſt juft itis that 
. they ſhould - pinched-in a:deare yeare, which laviſhaw and fat- 
ſeceedin aplentiful. th i her fn Cie » ay N 
,, Brethren, 'you muſt not alwayes:kave ſuch veeres, as will bring 
forth;|by-handfuls, be wiſe therefore. for yonreſtares; I with you nor 
to be niggardly, anddefraud yourſelves; butto bee difcreer, and 
lay up for your ſelves: if Godſend no morerthen'is needfall; ſpend | 
it and truſt his providente, if hefend an overplas, ſo much mean 
- [as will ſervefor the prefent, and ſometo ſpare;waſte nor allar the 
preſenr, bur'know thar now he calterh co ſtoring up, remember $4- 
{omons Proverb, i» the houſe of the wiſe ' treaſurt: and vile, but the foole 
conſumerth it up. Be not fooles, bur inplenty rememberdearrh, as in 
[dearth you wiſh for plenty, you know that: by well hbusbanding of 
plenty, a wiſe man ſhould rake ſuch an-order, that he may. feele no 
dearth, The love of riches is a banefull thing, bueche wel-husband- | 
ing of abundance, isnotalwayes a fruir of loving riches, burofa| 
wiſe fore:ſighr, And ſpmuch for oge part of Joſephs caregdiligence | 
land fidelity in patheringicorne, of 1 1 7 7 
;: Now he is in like manner faithfullin bringing oue the corne in | «.Hels fatth- 
{due rime;, for whenall the corne' of private: men was ſpent, and - IG 
that «Aigyp! alſo began'to- be affaroiſhed, Ges 41. 55.andthepcople | in queriue, 
cryedunto Pharoeh, and heſent them ro oſeph, it is noted that = 
ſeph opened the ſtore-houſes, and ſold unto 'the Zgyprians : one 
wonld have conceived, 'that the Zgyprians having heard 'of Pha- 
raohs dreames, the interpretations, as ſucha rare thing muſt needes 
flye chroughour all che Kingdome ſpeedily , as having occaſioned 
- [the ſtrange preferment of Joſeph, a | ra and an Hebrew, which] 
could nor-bur fill the monthes of people with diſcourſe, ſhould: 
each man have providedof his owne: abundance to ſerve their turn 
in hardrimes , tor they were infotmed both how long, and how 
ſtrange the plenty would be, and how hard, andot whar continu- 
ance the dearth : but irisapparanr'that moſt of them were ſo foo- 
\ [lifh, that they did nor fo, therefore'now the publike ſtore-houles 
maſt ſupply them, orclſe they muſt dye. ©. __ _ 
| Scein them the faulr of improvident 'carelefſeneſſe, whereof 
we ſpake before : bur-nore Joſephs faithfulnefle ; hee doth open 
\rhe ſtore-houſes, now thatpinching want began to biterhem, and | 
ſels them Corne, Iris fit chat men in dearth , ſhould-bring out 
and ſell Corne, if chey have ir, andnor to ſuffer their neighbours | 
to ſtarve for want of that, which themſelves have in their pot: }. | 
| {efſion. | 
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| 3-He ſhewes 
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WLENSA The Example of Cyan, 39, &c | 


-,, We mult noelovegaine more then the lives of men, yee ſee thar| 
Joſeptiſold to ſ{trangerstoo, and'not alone: ro Agyprians,- ſo that'| 
our chatity:in this:caſe muſt exerciſe ir ſelfe, 'as ability. will ſerve, 
to-men of other Natibns, as well:ag our owne conntrey 'men, The 
Natives muſt not miitrer , becaaſe'forreiners are helped with ſome 
of rhe aburidanceof cheirowne equarries : ſee here Jaſephs chari- 
tablenefſe, to pur you-on the like! good difpoſicion-,/ when time 
ſhall' callfor ir, and if yon have tore of :corne,bring icforth; The] - 
people ſhall curſe him, ſaith Solomos, that hoordeth-up corn, but they ſhall 
bleffc him which doth Sellir, To that purpoſe his Proverbe'is, doe not 
bring acurſe upon. your ſelves, bur a bleſſing, for when God fairh, 
they will-curſeor blefle, his meaning is, nor only thar the pcople 
ſhall doe chus, but char the thing ſhall fall our accordingly, they 
ſhall ſo curſe and bleffe, thar neirher ſhall bein vaine, 
l Again, itis nored; that yon by his meanes got all the money 
inthe Land ; you mayſechererhar itis/lawfull ro make 2 gaine of 


' 


| ones providence, and by deare ſelling of what he bought in plen- 


tifull times, 'toenrichhimfelfe muchyſo did Joſeph; Ichinke his ex- 
ample isa due warrant ; indeedccarc is to be-taken, that oppreſſion 
| be avoided, - and then ir is lawfal.to make ones ſeife a-gainer, not 
| by other mens loſſes,bur by his Owne providence,for by rhis meanes 
Joſeph did gaine alſo rhe land,: and perſons for the King : ir is nor 
contraty'to equity toſeil thingsata great and.dear rate; when there 
is great want of chem, A thing muſt bee eſteemed worthfo much, 


- [and may bec-ſold fog ſo mach: as the preſene dearth doth make it 
4 worth;; add infuch caſe he doth nor wrong, that cakes the preſent 
"| eime; onely note, thar _ didnor oppreſſe the poore,bur they 


' kad of himas well as the rich; rhe one-gave all, and the other could 
give burall, and both had neceſſarics, ſoſhouldir be done in hard 
| times by publike charity. The poore muſt be provided for, as well 
| as the rich; bur'note alfo Joſephs fairhfalnefſe , no doubt himſelfe 
| was not Wanting to his. owne inriching, how elſe conld hee have 
maititainedhis Fathers houſhold with neceffaries? but he conten- 
red himſelf ro rake what was allowed him, and brought the money 
to Pharachs houſe, not to his owne, and made the Cartle and land 
fare to Pharaoh, nor to himſelf : Oh rhat all Officers would learn ro 
enrich the King above themſeives, and rhemſelves butin ſach apro- 
portion as 1s fit under the King, bur in our times ir hath bin noted, 
thar often the Officers riſe, and the King is indebred, would we had 
[Joſephs under his Majeſty, and then hee could not want for 


Chad laft of all, note his Juſtice as well as his wiſe dealing, for 
to aſſure rhe land to the King, hee removes and tranſlates the 
inhabirants, ſo that wiſe care may lawfully bee nſed, to affure 
a-mans title to that which is hisxowne, and then hee makes this 
order, that Pharavh ſhall have a fift part of the cncreaſe, arid they 
foure parts to live on. | Ws 
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| Heelets.the land ut; unt9 them, £4 a rgalqpahle rargatl 
whereby-themſelves. might live rawk __ It this:is rbe 
duty of all Land»lq = wg that, hays, ſach Wat i Nd MN 
nor condferens oſobighanih, My ve Mal aol 3 y 
liearts A $4 peri I IG | | 
Tenants, who bath command al monroe PS EF Lens 
| | done toy; and that #e ſhowld 5 6 065) hh ſ, 
but be. things, that are-avothers:, they muſt as. *f DDS 
peoplebavero live ofcheatefully:; as that, pr ages hes r 
| But how. unconſcionable mendgaom 6;AN6H> nahi me 
| rochoſe thar mult live. upon wag byeakgy noe rom 19m, 
them, 'of being ſet a, work by the i648 kin 
| will one day reckori Ig oy 
| | Ibefeech you learneof Zoſephaberter leo and ler choke YES are | 
{ under onto wellby your lands. payments,as Your {elves gaine by: | 
| heir labours, Hedothnor love, God 4haziJoth not 2 an,and he. | _ 
dath-not love man, thac ih theſekind ok dealings, | 
barh-not reſpe& to:anathers} well living, 4s 19 his 6 owne intiching. Winn 
| Wealth gotren by grinding the' Ogg eb Prove gpod meale, | 
| God will, mize irwith gravell tothem that qate1t-. He.tbar cates and 
drinkes thebloodofmett, as bs 7 a atlas exaors in tha 
| kind ;,; ſucking ſucit as tu = 
nable hardneſſe, ſhall one pm \ abit Go accoyats, _ h 
| 20nc otherwiſe then of ravenous beaſts, Go live by tearing, an 
devouring fleſh. Ler- not this vimpanion men Om ſoa 
plebe lonndee it your.carcs t9-no: purpale,, ut) bai 
| and confcionable-1n this caſe ,.as the pen. Haler.qo ,oterh , tha | 
was. And ſomuch of PſbS We w 1 | 2.His goodbe. | 
{ - Now ſee baw bebchaved bin bin lfe t obs ow ne kind! red : | Hi baviour to his 
brecbren., and that before he.made himſglte knowne; to them, and | Fart | 
after. Before he carried himſelfe fcapgely/ withakind of admixture | chren. 
| of anger and love, that they wight driven to wonder , and fo 7. Before he | 
| be drawne torepentance. His barih dealings are thele, tHe Hy ns Rs 
| them for ſpics, and will not intertaine, berter thoughts of hens! them, 
though they gave him a fatisfyiog reaſon , viz, that, they were. the Ma bows 
| ſnner of one 11a, and it was never heard of, that one man, would | mes ng 
venture tenne ſonnes 4t Once. upon ſuch 2 dangerous buſiveſſe , ag | nixetblove | 
that of going to ſpy out a pation, Jer becanls they ſaid they were | Been þ 
| twelve brethren, and one was the youngeſt was with their | them forſyics. | 
Father, hee continued to char fr crime upon them, making | | 
exceprions againſt them, as ! they had contradicted themſelves | 
ihtheir fpeech. a. Heefands | 
Secondly, he will be ſatisfied by nothing elſe, bur by ſending | cc ofkis bre- 
one of them to ferch their younger brother , the reſt remaining | thren to ferch | 
| priſoners till he came- Little did 7ofephrhinke how burdenſome a (66. youn # 
thing it would be with. 7aceb. ro pare with Benjsmin, bur this hee'| refrunaining 
doth alone to:have occaſion of keeping them longer in hold, a os | oonmoaak; 
| | Bo b4 Eh _Tney" | 
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3.He kept 
them in priſon 
three daycs to- 


: gether * 


| Another a& 
| of kindnefle to 
| them was, thar 
| hecommanded 
| their (acks to 
be filked with 
corne,and that 
their money 
ſhou'd be re* 
1 ftoredts them. 
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Gene! + The Example of Cuav. 39. &c 


| cheerefully With them at dinner ; placing them' in the order of their | 


| ſeemerh to have'done to have brought them ro ſome knowledge of 


1. . Another thing is by hiding his cup in Bexjamins lacke , be cauſeth| 


por OO OI IO I I — 4 
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1. $0545; | Now many particulars of Toſephs carriage are ſomwhat doubrfull & 
{| rafephs carriage | EXTraOrdinary, and we cannot tell what to ſay of them, viz, his char- 
j| eredoubriull] ging of them to be ſpies, when be know they were nor, and his pic- 
\ | fing bis cuprobehid in oneof their ſacks, and ſobringing them into 
* [cheguile of theft cauſeleffely.” But allthis was done in ſeeming, only | 


"iiey ur 'have leaſyte* enough to' repent and therefore, 
| © Thirdly,, He kept rheminpriſon threedaycs all rogerher/ This: 
[4s harſhde "3 at their firſt comming downie,, yet here he fhewes: 
fome kindheffe betwiXrt, iz. in chat on the 'rhird/ day'thee calls 
'rh&m forth”; and takes pity of them" propoutiding to them: arreaſic 
'condition, vis! That'one' of them ſhould remaine- bound, and the 
reſt ſhoutÞ retttne with Eorne for their families; and bring thei 
{Younger brother rhither : now he ſhewes love alſo in going away, | 
weeping , (hen he heard them talking of their ſinne, and conſeſſing 
\cfiar for that cauſethis ctoſſe cameotithem y Burt was ſome matter 
of hardneſſe, that he rooke Simeon and bound him , becauſe he was 
;therldeft nextto Ruben; 4nd was prefent-when: he was fold, bur did 
not labqur ro ſave him from ſelling, «Reuben ſaved him from kil- 
litig, whereforthe forbare totakeandbind Rewber.| Another a& of | | 
kindnefſe to them was}; that hee'commanded: their ſackes/ to be 
filled with' corne, and the 'mony- alſo ro. be reftored unto them, 
which he did of purpoſeto pur thenvin a fit of wondring and amaze- 
ment, thartillthey might be furthered in the-worke of repentance, | 
' which he perceived was begunne in them, + 304 1 


s . 


| Now ar*their ſecond comming” up, bee ſhewes nothing to 
chem almoſt *bur kiidfefſe, ſaving -in' one thing, whereby hee- caſts 
them ſcemiingly into*#;preat danger, that hee might thoroughly 
bumble clic, and try them before he revealed himſelfe unto| 
[0 je th Sedo ni h | ORG $7 01 re riey 
Firſt, he invites themall to dindier with him. 2.He entertaineth heir | 
preſent, and'talkerh Tovin|ly with them of their Father, 'asking how | - 
doth , atd* ſalutes Benjamiv, towards whom hee was ſo affeRed, 
thar he haſts. ro weepe; being hardly able to forbeare,: rill be could 
ſtep intoa Corner to doe ir there. Laſtly, hee carrics himſelfe moſt 


age, and ſending "them meſſes from his owne table, and ſending| 


| himſelfe, if it had beene poſſible. 


them ro he broughe backe aypint as it were guilty of rheft, and| 
then ſeemes to be much difpleaſed at ſuch il! dealing, and would 
hold Benjamin in priſon , till Iwdahs Oration melted him, and then 
with much ſecrecy and great affeQtionatcneſſe he ſhewes bimſelfe| 
to them plainely, and weepes over them, and comforts cheir aſto-| 
niſhed ſpirits. ths 
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king quarrels with their anſwer, and impriſoning them, and then cau- 
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to bring them to thorough repentance for their ſin, which when bee 
perceived by 7udss ſpecchandall their carriage, that ir waseffected, 
then he ſhewes himlelfe tothem ſpeedily, | 
The thing we muſt imitate is. this, to uſe all care of bringing | 
thoſe that ate necreto us, to repentance for their faults, by inter- 
mjxing ſeaſonable ſharpnesand kindneſle, as 7oſeph did ro! his bre+ | 
thren. | | | 
Againe, it may ſeeme tobe lawfull by thetample of 7oſeph in way | 
ofprobatioh and tryall, rocounterfeitdifeonrent, and tolay grievous | 
things to the cbarge of men, and preſſe them as if they were guilty, | 
chough one know the contrary : I ſtill fay , if ic be done by way of 
tryall, fo that ar laft ir be made mavifeſt,, that it was meerctyin | 
tryall, and that which would ſeeme alyse, it it were affirmed exprefſe-} 
lyand not with reference to ſuck ati'end, being ſaid to ſach an end 
isnotalye, becauſe it is indeed riotan affirming, bur a ſeeming to 
affirme for a time: For in ſuch a caſe 8 mans words doe nor differ 
from his mind and meaning, but alone he conceales his meaning 
fora time. So Salomon ſeemed angry , and commanded to divide 
[the child betwixt the two wrangling arJors that came before hin, 
our Saviour made as if he would have gone further , when che Dif- 
ciples bad him in with them at £894, 'S6if a Jadge ſecing grear 
probability, and in a manner cettainty of che guiltineſſe of an 
offendour, ſhall affirme ſomerhing to him; ro drayy a confeſſion 
from him, as for example,that forhe compattionofbithathconfeſt it, 
and thar it is in vaitie forhim any long "L- 6f 'that he'was 
ſcene at ſuch timeiti ſoch a place, y fac” and ſuch , when indeed 
theſe things were not fo, but ſoniew at equivalent to themgwas true, 
viz, Arguments convincing rheir guilrineſle, even 'as much x5 theſe 
things wotild , though not to make _ _ I'ay fuch 
coutſes taken by way of probation anc yah Er g our guilt 
neffe, are nor to be eſteemed lyes, becaufe here the meahing is'to 
be taketiaccording to thar; whi h hall be ſhortly diſcovered, and 
not accordig to the preſent ſhely,of words--' Thefe b& bur z kit 
of ironicall carryage , ho mote ties then an irony ,, that by affirming 
one thing in ſuch and ſuch a matiner and geſture, doth affirm the 
Quite contrary. But to doe thus in way of excufing or hiding a faulr, 
and keeping ones ſelfe from the knowledge of a Governour, is alto- 
gether finfull and naught , and muſt nor be allowed. 
- Take heed that you'doe not imbolden yourſelves to deny, and to | 
ſhift them off from you Supetiours examining you, becauſe yoit 
fee /oſeph trying his brethren ; by talking with them, '{6' as is ap- 
parent he meant not as he ſaid, fo Apr 
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ade it evident, that he had = al his |  Heferge 


Apaine, Joſeph mad vir ot Bowen wh "I "4 | all his bre- 
brethrens wrongs, and rhercforeuſeth thern &xceeding Kindly, fer he | inccormroogs. 
\weeps over them, and comforts them , bidding then nor to bee 
ſorry thar they had ſold him , "and be ſends fot rticir' families , and 
we them gifts, and maintaines them andrheir families , and fers 
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ſome of them before Pharaoh, and prevailes to get them the Land of 
Goſhen to dwell in, and after their Fathers death when they ſend 
and come to bim, he uſeth them withall kindnefle, weeping and 
comforting them, ay.is manifeſt in the ftory. Sorthar he had utterly 
forgotten all wrongs, and loves them no whit lefle now thar they 
have repented, thenif they had never ſinned. 

Hencewe muſt learne the duty of Brothers one to another, len 
tocommunicate their wealth one to another, and the richer tohelp 
to maintaine the poore in 'caſc of dearth or want, or any band of 
God affliting and diſtreſſing them, 

Indecd if any bring want upon themſelves, abler kinſmen are 
not bound to provide for then thar ſpend it on their luſts ; if they 
- | will ſerve the Devill with what they have, let them be pinched, 
no man is to pity them in ſuch caſe. Burt when Gods hands brings 
aflition , when they frameto good courſes, then they are to be 
helped by thoſe of their kindred that are of ability» And one able 
perſon ſhould improve his wealthinefſe to the helping and inri- 
ching of thoſe that be poorer, and to their maintenance in their 
neceffity as 7oſeph did , elſe the are. ty af wanting naturall 
affe&tion;, and of great uncharitableneſſe. _ 

Further you ſee, that when men have truely repented of their | 
ſinnes , be they never ſogreat, their firines myſt be forgotten, and 
they muſt be accepted and regarded ,even as if they had never ſinned, 
Loſeph is as loving tobis brethren , as if they had beene the honeſteſt| 
men in theworld, becauſe now they were truly chinged. So ſhould| 

men be to; rhe greateſt offendours, when a ſound and thiorough| 
| reformation and amendment ſhewes it ſelfe in their lives, Till] 
| finnes be amended, it is not requiſite to ſhew ſuch reſpe&, but 
when they be amended. Therefore every ſinner ſhould haſten to 
amend , that he might repaire his broken eſtimation, and regaine 
the love which he harh loſt with good and wiſe men, Aqgd thoſe 
muſt not pleaſe themſelves in their folly, that tro a men truly re- 
formed, arc ſtill objeQing and upbrayding former evill deeds. 
Herein they ſhew nor the deteſtation of the vices , but wrath and 
diſcontent againſt the perſoos , and are farre unlike to God bhim-| 
ſelfe , who doth blot the finnes of his converting children out of 
his remembrance, and that ſo, as if they commit them no more, 
he will no more remember them. 

.,. Againe, in Joſephs carryage to bis brethren, we ſee how cafe be 
was to pardon, for though he ſhewed bimſelfe rough ar firſt, yer| 
that was not out ofa revengefull paſkon, but out of a deſire to bring 
them to repentance for their finnes, for he knew they bad beene 
very wild and faulty in their youth :; but he ſtill ſhewes love and 
| kindnefſe , notwirhſtanding: the hatred that they ſhewed co him, 
| and be ſces God in it , and would have them ſee God init, and fo 
| comforts them, and pacifieth bimſelfe. All.good men muſt imt-| 
1 rare him inthis, forgive and forget huge,great,and enormous in kale 
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If onc have fone about ro,deprive'its bf girr liberty”, =p #bods, of 
Qe 


rlives yea bavenoralone gone) 
$ in him lay, and after fals into% 

ill revenge our ſelves ofhim}, 'y& we'd 
boughts of revenge; bar muſt dt go0d'aphiti(Fevill, « 
a neere Kinſman or brother have ſoforgorte bſ{mſelfe, yer'muſt nor 
Fe ſo farre forget ourſelves, as to requite fike' for lik®/tvfls with” 


: 
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know , he 
have , muſt be eaſily per ſwaded tb forgiverheHindredpetice: And 


peqeatly remember Our oWnE 57 anne the poodtieffe of God) 
bat ſo'graciouſly doth pardon vs. Tfany thetefore find thertifelves 
nothing ſo high as theſe of Loſephybretkiren/"they'mitſt blame the 
greatneſſe of theit ſtomacks, and Tonderhne 'that raricour Whith' 
{fwelleth within them as a great fault; ſhewing, rhar"they hate got 


, 


to forgive iniquity , tranſgrefſiop and finne. And tov 'Teatne all 


ad amiable: nature, ready 20 HE vyPar Mjaties; to-thew 
'grear kindnefſe apainſt great ukindneſſs, s 
with good, This is athing well pleafitgto'God), and thall com- 
fort the conſcience in the day ofany aMi 1on', more thert all'the 
riches intheworld-” Revenge rafts fveet in'the'doitig,” but after;'it 
(hall Jade the conſcience with' terrours ; paſſing by fabllts; lovitig 
enemies , doing, good to thoſe which have fone ys evill; be hid 
things to'the Aeſh"and blood," ant ſtme difficult inthe pradtiſe, 
but-the remembratice of rhetn after ," ſhall” afford "utfpeakeable 
contcnr. Pod <p 17 0 $679 6 SOT ALTF - F 
I haye ſpoken of 7eſephs good deeds iniſome part ,'viz; Thoſe 
that he ſhewed in'his Fathers'houſe; and 'fome” of thoſe that He 
Hewed in Egypt, viz. In bis privite eſtate, both th his Maſters: 
houſe ;-and his priſon houſe, and in his publike eftare'before bis 
advancement to Pharach, in reſpe& of his dreames, and after his 
advancement to 'Pharavh ,” and to the *Egyprians” and his bre-/ 
thren, gh; ASS | 


J——— 


lovingly !to his brerhren, for had he revenged himſelfe after his: 
Fathers death , every one would have ſaid; he had bur diffembled!' 
before; ſo we muſt continue doing good,-when naturall and carnall 
| motives are gone; and nor reſemble 7oafþh, who ſerved'God- onely | 
[as long 45 800d tehojadab was alive. 3 0170 7int-QyH 

thoſe 3 things which childieh are taugbrin their infancy, vis, Ta 
love, honour, and fuccour their Father. 't. He enquized'of his __ 
= | an 


__—_ IG — -— DW ———_— .. CG — w_—_ — > wee 9m—ROo. 


te th — 
——_— — m—_— 


Noa Ie Bite et eat (0 much} | © | 
f hands? (6 (that WEmiy Hf wel - 
| yeeld off ſetvesX&! | = 


cially'#f} 

vils, but muſt doethem all the good weead/ and blortheirfarlts |. | 

ont of 6ur Ws: Our Saviour teacheth thi$in'the Parable; yd], 
char hath beene forgifen the 1605 Talefts Pas alÞof ny] 


this will make us forgiveand fotger our brethrens offttices; if we] 
apt to remember and requite wfotifs ,' yea petty ſmfall' wrongs ;| 
c; Ha Be 5 

well conſidered the Tove that God 'ſhewed.co man-kindiin Chrif: 


,of you this excellent verrue, ſtrive'to be'of a"ſweet,, iri# agnild, | 
and 


; ah fo'bvetchme batl | 


| _ 
' Now followeth 7oſejhs good” behiviourto his Father, * He did | him. 1. 
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Laſtly, 7oſeph after bis Father was dead , carryed | himſelfe CIS IP 


co 22, | F 


Toſepbs good. 
catryage to his | 


Father. 
Im. 251] 

| 1, Hejaqui- 
red of bis 
health. © 
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lovyero him afs 
ter hisdeath. 
2. Hehonored 
him in privace 
and publike. 
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3. He ſuccou- 
red him, 
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His erofſes 
were many. 
| | 9 His bre- 


\-ſuleed'ro rake ; 
| away hislife, 


| wor” ſold 
 [himas a bond+ 


| gi required expreflely in the Commandement, and love followeth 
1 


| may befall a good man. 


2-They con». 


| dim intoa pit, todeliver bim out of their hands for-the preſent , 


Gen. The Example of. Cur. 39. &c. 


and welfare , as ſoone as -be ſaw his brethren , Gen, 43. 7. and in 
45. 3- 9+ and 46. 2g, he did gratifie him in his requeſt 47. chap. 2g. 
0, 2. Viſited bim in bis ficknefle, Ger. 48. 1; 3 He ſhewed great 
ove to him, after his death. Ge. 50, 5. If you do thus to your | 
Parents, the Lord will proſper you;, if not, curſe you, all the peo. 
ple wereto ſay, Amen. When a curſe waspronounced againſt awicked 
child. 2. He ſhewed his honouring of him by theſe effe&s. 1; He 
ſent honourably for him, Ger. 45. 21. He preſented himeo Pharaoh, 
Gen. 47.7..20d uſed him reſpeQively when be was with him, Gen, 
48, 12+ Hebowed downe to the ground to him , and afforded him 
a very honourable buryall. Thus he honoured him in private, in 
publike, alive and dead. The eye of bim ( ſaith Salomon) that deſpiſet; 
Father or Mother ,'the Eagle of the valley ſhall picke out , Curled is | 
Cham to the FTE farms his old Father. 3. He ſuc- 
coured his Father , readily and aboundantly hee promiſed it. 
Gen. 45. 11. And accordingly performed it. 47. Gen, 12, Honour 


neceſfarily from this. And 1 Tim..5: 4 the other is injoyned. 
If I muſt cither ſce my Father ſtarve or my ſonne, I muſt releeve 
my Father firſt, | | 

| His faults are few, there is nothing ſpoken of any thing done 
aniſſtby Mordecai , Nehemiah, Efter, little by loch , Moſes , Toſeph. 
1« He ſwore Gen, 42. 15+ 16. Undoubtedly it was a finne. r. The 
matter did not require.an oath. . 2, He ſhould not however! have 
ſworne by the life of Pharaob: yer there were ſome things to exte* 
nuate it, 1. Hewas our of the Church. 2: He had not ſuch meanes 
then to reveale this tobe an oath, ſocatching a thing as a raſh oath 


Learne therefore totake beed ofcommitring faults ordinarily pra- 
Riſcd, faſhion nor your ſelves according to this world. 2.1, ſpecial 
rakebeed of this common faulr , an oath. 

Secondly, hedid trench a little too neare upon an untruth, you] 
ae ſpies, ſaithhe, and ro. ſee the nakednefſe of the Land are you 
come. This was ſpoken of him meerely by way of probation ,' and 
not with an intention of accuſing them, but trying them, it was a| 
long ironie. | 

Now follow the croſſes and benefits which 7oſeph bad, His affli- 
Rions were many, 1: The batred of his brethren which procceded 
from envy; 2. They conſulted to take away his life, Ger, 35. Say*| 
ing , 702 comes the Dreamer , come let m hill him , and then ſhallwee ſee 
what will become of his dreames , but God raiſed up Revben at that rime, 
to ſhew him favour for his Fathers ſake, becauſe he knew how deare 
he was to [acob, and he perſwadedtbem not to be ſo unnatural!, as 
to imbrue their hands in their brothers blood, bur ratherco caſt 


intending bimſelfe after to pull him our in due ſeaſon. 3. They | 


. | (old him for abond-flave to. Midianit:(b Merchanr. 4. Hee ſerved 
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2 a flave in the houſe of Puriphar, and toyled., and moiled there 
like ſome baſe perſon, though God ſhewed: him ſome. favour by 
ipclining his Miſtrefſes heart rowards him, bur' all was over tar- 
ned againe, by meanes of his lewd Miſtreſle. 
| 'Fiftly, he was caſtinto priſon by his Miſtreſſes falſe accuſation , 
and there he lay ar leaft for two .yeares,. Pſ#l.,105. till the iron entred 
into bis ſoule, that is, he was ſo laden withchaines, thar his fleſh was 
caten with chem. | $2001 235: | 
+ Sixtly, He was forgorten by the cbiefe Butler. 7 
 Beye thankfulto God, if you have eſcaped! many of theſe croſſes, 
make yourcrofſcs eaſie, by laying them by the. hard ones. of 
who was better then you: then learne to! prepare-for croſſes; for. 
ger not whar you maybe, (laves, accuſed of 'foule crimes;prepare | 
forthe hatred of your Bfethren. k OD) 3591 
/.- Secondly his Benefirs.' - 
- The Lord beſtowed npon him a 
Firſt ſpirituall, 
-. Secondly Narturall. GL DO 221 OBP 
\- Firſt for ipirituall. The Lord was exceeding gracious to his 
|foule, not only giving him the outward Ordinatices, which he en- 
Jjoyed in his Fathers houſe, chen che Church of God, for then the 
i{formeof the Church Governemenr was domeſticall, where hee 
had (ſacrifices , circumciſion, and teaching by the Prophers of 
'C,od. viz, His Grand: Father /ſazck, and his Fatter /acob; for /. 
ſaack lived rill he was of yeares fit for teaching bur alſo vouchfa: 
fing by theſe Ordinances to worke Faith, andrrue holinefſe id his 
heart, ſo that he was an heire of the righrteouſneſſe of faich, and 
partaker of che promiſes made to his Fore-fathers. And this is the 
greateſt o! benefits that can be granted a man in this lifc., even ro 
cauſe him (© to live in the Church, as to become an holy man, that 
is a true member of che ſame. 
- So Cod dealcwith 7ſaac, and with [acob, andatilaft alſo witho- 
ther Parriarchs, /acubs ſonnes, and Joſephs Brechren ,-but he ſan- 
{Qibed loſeph betime, andler his Brethren runne on a longer time, 
[ia the courſe of unregeneracie. Wherefore beloved brethren , ler 
each of-us ſo, looke upon the goodnefſe of God to Ioſeph, asro 
{conſider whether himſelfe have atrained>che fame favour, even 
to bee ſanftified, and ro bee madea true believer, anholy man, 
Saint of God, wee»muſt bee Saints in this life, if ever-we hope 
to come ro:the fei\lowſhip of Saints hereafrer;: + | 
| If any of you finde himſel/te-ro. bee conyerted; and ſee that 
G © Þ hath dealt very favourably with him , as with:Toſeph, 
and thar perhaps alſo in his Childe-hood h:and Yourh, ler him 
jenlarge himſelfe in chankes , and ſtirre: 
[the great and Holy Name of G oD, for this benefic; andthe 
greareſt of all benefits, and let him! prize.and eſteeme'this' good- 
nefle of God, ata high rate, FE nn bog rods yoitDhic 
N? cc 


great number of Benefits, 
bh 121 Hr 
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oſeph, | 


up: his heart co bleſſe 


4. He ſerved 
aza ſlavein 
Putiphars 
houlc, 


5, Hewas 
calt into priſon 
byhis Miftrefle 
falſe accufatie 
On. 


'6, He was for» 
gotten by the 
Butler, 
TheVſe of al 
his croſſes to» 
gether. 


His Benefits.s 


| r.Spirituall * 


| He did pertake 
of the Holy 
Ordinances, 
and was made 
holy by themes 
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Secondly, 
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2, He wat 
confirmed in 


goodncfle, 


2,Thel.2,17. 


I Pet. 5-109. 


ler.3.13, 


2. Naturall, 


t. In Genes» 
rall. 
Gene39.3 23, 
He was a pio- 
ſperous man. 
I.lob, 


2. More 
particularly, 


1. God deli- 

| vered him out 

of heavy and 

' Rricyous ca» 
lamirics, 


| firſt workes, rerutning'to God, who callethback-ſliders , andpro- 


(IEfN. 

Second'y, the Lord havingmade him'good,didconfirme him in 
his goodnefle , for that hee wav not:turned bur of the wayes of 
Rightcouſneſſe, by all the changes and: alterations thar befell 
him. : by 1? 

His fathers indeed exceſſive and ſomewhat fond affeRion, did 
not make him waxe' conceited, and fo decline to evill wayes, 
and waxe worſe than befores The envy and hatred of his Bre. 
thren could not make him forſake the trade of piery , and joyn 
with them in their difordered> courſes; . His ſervice in Putiphars 
idolatrous: houſe, nor: his prefermehe rhere could not alter him, 
His Miſtrefſes- love: and ' folteirations did nor change him , 
hor the irons eating in; his fonle, did 'nor diminiſh goodnefſe jn 
him ;, nay his bigh and ſudden'prefermencin:Agypr; did nor make 
him forget God, and turne cither,an- Azyptian idolater, or a 
wicked man: bur Joſeph was Joſeph ſtill.;in all his' roſhags and 
tumblings of Fis eſtare; if you: be ſtill good in all eſtates, adverſe 
and proſperous as JO SEP H was, magnifie Gods grace, that 
hath eſtabliſhed you in every good werd and work, and confeſſe 


| thar you have ſtood by. his r: but it any have declined or 
| back-flided from his ace Jer hin ſee his miſery, and doe his 


The Example of GCuav, 39, &c. 
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miſcsro heaie their back-fliding.. 


80 wuch for Io 
benefars. 1052 
And firſt in generall. He wasa/proſperous man, and God made 
all he did to proſper, both in -#tiphars honufe, and in rhe Priſon, 
So God proſpered David whete ever hee wenr, and 0b too for a 
while ; this brings contentment to a mans ſelte, and gerteth him 
a good eſteeme from others. 
See therefore whether God vouchſafe you this mercy, aſcribe 
the praiſe of yourproſperityto him, and let this goodneſle allure 
you to love, feare and o;ey him; roſeeke his honour,” and ro doe 
all good with that proſperity. 6f thine;, bur if contrarily , God 
croſſeth any of you, and ſers hiniſelfe againftyou fo; that nothing 
thrives with you; ſee Gods'liand thar 'dorh walke tonrrary to 
you, and frade out the cauſe; undrurne-this adverſicy, itto an oc- 
caſion of 'the greateſt proſperiry.:. .  ' ©: 
, Theres a ſanditicd adverſicysas well asicurſed profpericy, la- 
| bour tofeare God, and walkeinuprightneſle before him , and dil- 
eſteemecarthly things. And ſoimuch for his genera!lpood eſtare; 
more Particularly... ;viets" | 
- Firſt God delivered him our ioF fore , heavy , and grievous Ca- 
lamities, and-by his {peciall providence; 'andin a manner, more 
then ordinary, 7h 24% COM bs | 
Firſt. when his Fatber fett himico his Brethren , heloſt himſelfe 
wandring abour, and knew not where co go,then God cauſedaman 


ſephs ſpiricuall benefits, how for the noaturall 
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| ro meet him , that it may ſeeme. did know him, and told him where 
he ſhould finde his Brethren. | | 
| Secondly,when his Brethren conſulted torake away his life, God 
| raiſedup Rewben to deliver him, and when they thought after to 
have ditpatchrhim, che Merchants cameby, and ſo.God took chem 
off then ; when he was in bondage, God inclined Patiphars heart 
cowards him, and his Maſters likewiſe in the priſon, and laſtly, the 
Butler remembred him when he had long lien there, and by that 
meanes God brought him our of che priſon, and advanced him ro 
be chiefe Officer in Xgyprt. | 
Thus you ſee ſtrange and happy eſcapes ont of miſery , fo that 
Joſeph might well have called God by rhe ſame tirle, char his old 
| Father Jacob did, the God thar delivered his ſoule out of all adver- 
fity, as Pavidalio intitles him. Hath God ſtrangely alſo delivered 
[you our of great miſeries, eicher from keeping chem from falling 
upon you, when in all likelihood they muſt have come, orin help- 
ing you, when your ſelves cou'd (ce no way out? if ſo, acknow-| 
ledge Gods Providence and goodnefle, and forget not him in your 
'g00d eſtate, that remembred you in your Jow eſtate: ler thoſe thar 
are in miſery, learne to caft themſeives upon God, as Joſeph did, 
ſubmir, be patient, cruſt in him. | SIR, 
The Lord io bringing his ſervants into calamities,aymes at their 
berrering b them, and his Glory in their deliverances : learne pas 
rience therefore and confidence. So you ſee how God pulled him | 
our of evils. 
| Next conſider what good things hee ſtored him withall., for in-| +, Heladed | 
deed he Jaded him with benefits,as it is in the Pſalme. And to begin | him with be- | 
with che gifrs of his mind. | _.. 
| Firſt the Lordgave him that extraordinary gitr.of interpreting | «, Gedgare 
Dreames, even from his childehond almoſt, with which hee far | kinthe gitrof 
niſhed Derie/roo, and made ir a meanes of greatprefermenc to chem | erPren'ns 
boch. | 
You know how readily hee could tell che Butler and-the Ba- 
ker, what was meant by three vine branches, three dayes, and the 
wrinying of them into Pharaohs Cup, and giving them into Pharaohs 
hand, the reſtoring of him againe unto his office. So in the Dream 
of the other ſervant of Pharaoh, 3. Baskers are three dayes, the ca- 
ting of meat our of the higheſt by the foules, upon his head, ſigni- 
hed the devouring of his fleſh by birds, after that Pharaoh had han- 
ged him on the third day. So for Pharashs Dreames, the number | 
of the kine, and cares of corne 7, and 7, ſignifying each ſeven 
yeeres, the quality of the kine and eares, full and good cares, with 
far, fleſhic, and well favoured kine, plenrifull yeares ; thin, blaſted, 
and empty eares, with leane ill fleſhed and ill favoured kine, yeares 
of famine. The cating up of the far and goodly by the leane, the 
urter forgetting of the paſt abundance, by the foMowing of the fa- 
mine, and the number of dreames. | 


;$ | Ra Ccc 2 : Secondly 


2. Grear 
wiſedowe in 
mannaging 
any buſinefſe, 


| There ſhallwe 
| finde one wiſe 
like thj, ? 


| 


ee CE Emu, 


Gex. The Example of Curar, 39, &c. 


Secondly , the certainty andnecre approaching of the things 
which was to bee ſurely and inſtantly FalGlled. You ſee how 
apt theſe dreames were toft:nife theſe things.and when God gave 
ro Joſeph the ſpiritof interpretation , how caſte the interpretation 
is, and how fit and handfome, as it were, all things ſorting fo rea- 
ſonably for ſucha meaning. Doubrlefle this interpretation by its 
owne cleareneſſe, and firnefle, did carry the credir of cruth with ir, 
Now at thoſe rimes, when God did pleaſe to make Dreames an or- 
dinance of his, for the revealing of things neceſſary, it was a ſpe- 
ciall favour of his togive the power of interpreting them too,for 
what is a dreame if it be nor interpreted, but a meanes of perplex- 
ed'thoughrs and feares? Now God that gave power to ſhew the 
meaning of 'Dreames, when Dreames were his Ordinance, is able 
alſo ro give the gift of interpreting his Word unto men, ſeeing the 


| Word is now his Ordinance, for the revealing of all crutch ro men, 


needfull roſalvation.  ' | 
We muſt beſeech God Co powre pifr's upon his ſervants now , e- 


| ven to give unto his Minifters skill and will; ro become fairhfull 


interpreters of his Word; and if God do give to any an extraor- 
dinarv gift this way, let him be thankfnall roGod,and uſc it for cheir 
good that needir, | | | | 

: - Another gift of his mind, was great wiſedome and dexterity to 
mannage any buſineſſe commitred to his charge : You ſee how hee 
diſpatched matters inthe great honſhold of Putiphar ſo, that they 


| perceived that all things went well, which could nor have bin fo, 


if the perſon that ordered all, had not had an excellent head to 
ide hems and after, when he was in priſon, by little and litrle 

is Maſter found oat his excellent ſufficiencies, ro Joc any worke, 
and therefore, as the former maſter did, ſo hee intruſted him wich 
a'l. And when from ordering a family,he came to order the whole 
Kin2dome of Xgvpt, he underwent that bufic and toileſome work 
with.ſo much diſcretion, as gave the King and all his people con- 
cent, ſo that to Joleph, Pharoah ſent them , and unto Joſeph they 


| gladly repaired, 


It is a ſingular favour, when God gives one, as they call ir, a 
good Head-piece, an aptnefle and fitneſſe to contrive matters diſ- 
creetly, and to order them prudently, as it is ſaid of the Deputy 
in the 4#s, that he was 4 prudent man, one that could reſolve and 
execure well, and ſquare our fir meanes for each end, and follow 
itaccordingly. 

This wiſedome as well as other Learning, was given to D 4- 


|NIF L, and to SOLOMON, and to many good men, and 


the ſame was found out alſo in ACHITOPHEL and in bad 
men. Ir is nor a gift of holinefſe proper ro thoſe who maſt bee 
ſaved, but a gift which the Lo & Þ ſees firte for the common 
benefit of Man-Kinde , to beſtow npon wicked and unſandified 


1 men, 


Indeed 
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| Indeed many times God chooſeth, rather theſimple heads of the. 


world, then theſe nimbleanddeepe partes, that ir may ippeare is 
of his grace, and not of nature, that men bee godly Ry YErtuous. 
Bar an excellent gift ir is, and makes way for their preſermentin 
world'y things that have ir, bur ler them which have it take heed 
of ſuffering it ro degenerate into Craft, for then it will become, 
| pernicious. TY TR FC aids 
.- Craft is naturall witedome, ſeparated from, Juftice, Truth, Cha-| Craft, whar ir 
ricy, and other graces, and joyned with falſchood, injuriouſneſſe, |** 
and (elfe-love, as it were a weapon.in the hands of Traytors, a fort: 
pretend by Rebels, by which they; doe make;yarre again ſt eheir 
FNCE.. : 1: 513 2G6t Las ; viinmm bags 5 kart So 
| Apaine, take heed that you waxe not proud of this gift, bur ſtir, 
up your ſelves ta bleſſe God forir, and make uſe of ir tor. the good 
and benefit of ſimpler heads > and .AOC only for. your particular ad- 
vantage, and ler men be carefull.to beg, not onely naturall ; bur 
ſpicicuall wiſedome of God, both are promiſed by him. 
' | Thus farre of his gifts of minde, Igog on toſpeake of external! 
gifts, I meane the good things thar were without himſelfe, . | 
| Thefirſt is, that where ever he came, hee was.citeemed, ;loved, | 3.Wheree- 
truſted. His Father loved him above all hls Brethren, andeſteeme | 1<r be came, 
more of him, then of them all, and put confidence in him, fo that | me4tovea, 
he believed his reports of his Brethren, and obſeryed hisdreames : | ruſted, | 
his Maſter Putiphar, the Egyptian;lovedhim above all his {ervancs, 
andcruſted him with all his eſtate,,and had him in great account : | 
[putting all into his hand: his miſtreſſe eſteemed him, but too much, | 
land loved him too mach, and durſt, truft him with her nameaod 
{honour, in the caſe you know of ;.chen Pharaoh truſted: him with | 
| his ring, andehe commandof all Agypt, > imployed him in thar 
| moſt imporcanr affaire of providing. and ſelling. Corne, and, what 
eftimarion he had with Pharaoh is evident , and what love, when for 
his ſake he (o reſpeted his Father and Brethrenas to give chem the 
land of Goſhen for a poſſeſſion, the people alſo they loved and: ho. | 
noured himexceedingly, andeven pur their lives and lands andall 
irto his hands.  ._' Ke BY Ng # | 
. Amanmore affeted, reſpetedand eſteemed, then Joſeph inhis 
time, no {tory can name; it isa ſingular rhing to bee loved, regar- 
ded, rruſted, accounted, not only a wiſe, but a juſt , good, worthy 
man, and to haye the good wils of men attending him alwayes. So 
it was with David,all loved and honoured him, but he which ſhould 
have honoured him.moſt, his facher in Law, Saul, ler all ftrive by 
ſhewing all Joſephs vertues, roger the good will, as of God, fo of | 
men, that they may be capable of doing and receiving ſp mach more. 
good, by how much he hath more commandin the hearrs,ofmen. . 
Indeed Gods people have lived ſomerimes . among ſo evill 
efſons}, and in ſo evill dayes,, that their vercues have begar- | 
[ter hatred and reproach ; but if mensprattce be-not evill, and 
7 28 OE AR — 
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rimes be not very bad, good IN wil! ger good will and 'go60d 
eſteeme, be nor ſo farre carried with mens words and liking, as ty 
condeſcend ro'their finfall courfes , for the attaining thereof, bur 
ſo farre, as fairhfnl!, wiſe, loving and verruous behaviour will win 
_ every man ſhould labour and ſeek ro procure the affettions of 
others. 


Secondly, Joſeph had great ourward preferment, he was made a 
chiefe Commander and Counſellor of State in Zgyprt, to teach 
his Senators wiſedome, as is inthe Pſalmes , and witha'l hee had an 
| hearc given himro uſe his preferment well, for rhe common þene- 

firof mankind, and opporruniry too, ro' ufe it for rhe parricalar 
$a9e of his farher and family, and for the preſervation of rhe 

arch, een 2-0, 

To be preferred nnto a place of great honour and anthority, is 
a thing thar moſt mens eyes doe gaze after ,/ and: ambitiouſly wiſh 
{ and ſeeke after; bur to have ir caſt upon man, by God, for his good 

deſervings, and then tobe fo bleſſed inir, as co make it a meanes of 
g06- "oh. many, eſpecially the Church of God, this is a great 
benetr. | 

Sodid Hefter uſe her preferment, and Afordecay his , ſo Daniel 
his, fo David and Sofomon theirs: you are nor likely any of you. eo 
come tovery high place, yer who can tell perhaps, rhere may bee 
ſome young. ſcholler or other atnongft you, that may come to high 

lace ; lee me - 17g fuch a word rohim now, that may come into 

rs heart hereafter and doghiat pops If you be advanced, ſtrive to! 
doe good ro the Common-Weale , and ler the Narion fate the ber» 
y you:ftrive to do goodto your kindred,% the Church, though 
the Charch may nor confiſt onely of your family. 

Honour and great tirles, andoffices, will be bur like a high gib- 
ber, to expoſe men yntodilgrace, if they beuſed at the Comman- 
demenr of {elfe-Jove,and other vices, bur happy is, and ſhall he be, 
thar hath Joſephs preferment, and Joſephs hearr couſe it according 


ro his example. 


Burt woe unto thofe perſons which being lifred up to borour 
prove like a ſtone in a ſling ro deſtroy many, and chicfely to barter 
downe vertue and piety and them tbar follow it. 

R + do . Thirdly for gifts of bodie, 7ofeph had a ſtrong and able body, 
able bedy. as appeares by his living toa 110 yeares old. This is a great bene- 

fitto them in whom it is found in the way of lobreoctaciſe, live 
ſo, young men, that you may be capable of it: and you char are 
old, berhankefull if God bave granred you it in the ſame mannet 
as he did to 7oſtph, even to be Jong inthe world toenjoy the com- 
forts of theworld as he did. For he was thirty yearcs old at his 
preferment, & rherfore he lived in char flouriſhing hanour ful eighty 
yeares. A happy recompence for all. the ſervice bee did to the 
Church of God, and for his true feare of God not offending bim, to 


get his Miſtrefſe favour, and toriſe that way. 
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For bis miſery into which he ſeemed to caſt himſelfeby his good- 
nefſe , was even apaire of ſtaires to lift him up into the place of 
honour, wherein the Lord cauſed him to continueeighty yeares. 
His goodneſle in complaining of his brothers faults , made them 
'hate bim, his goodnefſe in denying his Miſtrefſes ſollicirations, 
made her hare bim. | 

Their batred imade him a ſlave , ber hatted made him a priſoner, 
botdage and impriſonment brought him acquainted -with the 
cicfe Butler , male himſelfe knovn to Pheyarh, and ſobrought 
bim up to this exceeding height of place. Blefſed be God for his 
goodnefſero his people , Do man ſhall bazard himſelferotemporall 
miſery for con'cience ſake, but God will requitehimwirh a hundred 
fold (atleaſt more comfort) here , as well as wich life eternall 
bereafter, Let 7oſephs wages make you not afraid , ſo farre as you are 
called ro it, ro doe Joſephs worke, that is, to ſay and doe good, and 
forbeare cvill, rhough you incarre hatred and danger, and much 
affliction thereby. 

Laſtly , oſeph was bleſſed too in his poſterity , to make bis well- 
fareup fully , be lived to ſee the ſonnes of 1Meanaffeth and Ephraim his 
twoſonnes, and he lived to ſee the part of the birth-right even the 
double portion conferred upon his children, and thar by the mouth 
of his Father, inſpired by God , when he made his laſtwill. Zacob 
adopted his two ſonnes to himſelfe ro make two Tribes, and God 
made them both great , but eſpecially the younger, be made bim 
a principall Tribe for poſſeſſions, and command afterwards z and 
this alſo is ſome ſatisfation to a Farther, if be know thar his 
children after him ſhall flouriſh for many generarions. 


[and poſteriry, inour ſtate and our name , in our bodies, and in our 
ſoules, and in all that pertaineth to us according rohis promiſe. 
| And letall that feare Gol be aſſured, thar fo farre as is good for 
them, the Lord will 'give them proſperity in theſe things , forhe 
made the ſame promiſes to all his people and will confirme them, 
ſo farre as they are capable, and ir may ſtand wirh their ſpiritual 
ood. 
, Now you have beard of /oſephs life, conclude we with the con- 
cluſion of his life, his death. 
| Forneither honours, nor favours, nor grace, nor any thing could 
keepe dearth away , and it muſt befall me ,and you, and all that now 
live and areto live bereafter: onely marke that he dyed a godly and 
comfortable dearth , for in the cloze of his life, he made profeſ- 
ſion of his being an Hebrew , not an Egyptian, by taking an oath 
of them for te carrying of bis bones into the Land of Canaan, gave 
them a promiſe of their returve rhither , which was alſo anexerciſe 
of his faith, to demonſtrate his comfortable expeRation of life 


O that we could feare God and.follow true vertue and piety as | 
loſeph did, that be might bleſſe us alſo as he did him, in our ſelves | 


Cay, 39,XC, 


eternall, whereof the Land of Promiſe was a figure. You arenot 
Ccc.4 


ignorant | 


6 Hee was 
bleſſed roo in 


his polteriry, 


His death, 
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1gnorant Brethren, that within the compaſſe of an bundred yeares | 
a minute being compared to eternity, rhe whole number of yoy 
muſt be as well as Zofepb dying and dead men. BE intreared to 
divorce your hearts from ſinne, the cauſe of death , from rhe world, | 
which at ceatÞ you muſt leaye, and from. men which cannot helpe 
you, neither in nor after death, and labout to get righteouſneſſe 
waich will deliver from death , ſome: aſſyrance of heaven, that ye 
may have a place of-comforr after, death, and incereſt, into Chriſt, 
who. can fave you from-the hurt of death; ' And theſe things it 
| you atraine, you may. triumph over death with Pauls {| 
queſtion, Deathwhere is thy ing ? elſe death 
will triumph over you, with the queſtion ' 
of Chriſt, #hoſe then ſhal be theſe 
things of which thou glorieft ? 
'So much of 
Toſerb. 
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2289 = N E perſon alone remaineth tobe ſpoken | rſhsSten- 
XZ of, whom wee cannor name to you, for |. namei 
SIR - , . 0 
-O%: the Scripture giverh him no name art all, not ennellag: 


BS YE He bath agoodname,a good reportin Scrips | in Scripture, 
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neither any | 
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4 Þ ture fora good manz; but no name, that is, | MnO anY.. 
A SSAZ EEE no particular ſurname, or proper name, dobnbor-- 
WW F KC "FD by which be was uſually knowne and di- _ —_—_y 
2» 1x ſtinguiſbed from other men of his Coun: | **remn® 1 
W try or progenitors' 3 of his birth or death 

we have nothing, bur he is ſer forth by his | 
{relation to Joſeph, he was Joſephs Steward, for as Joſeph ſowed,, fa | 
did he reape, what a kind of ſervantandi Steward himſelfe was 1 EY 
: Putiphar,, juch a kind of Steward in ſomedefgree, did God provide | 
{for him. He bimſclfe was a good ſervantro his Maſter, and him: 
' \ſelfe being a Maſter , enjoyes a good ſervant to himfelfe ;' many 
[times che Lord fees fit tobring a mans good deeds-intohis ownd 


cg, a good child to his Parents ,' hath good children him+ | 
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He was good 


; | ro his Maſter 
| | andto his bre- 


thren, 
1.Teachablc. 
Gea, 43+ 3 FO 


very duritull 


| | fervant,, 


| 


| 
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Gen. The Example of Cuav. 39 &c, 


himſelfe , a good ſervant hath good ſervants ,and ſointhe reft. Let 
this incourage you that be in the place of ſervants , to performe 


| your dutics diligently unto your domeſtica]] Rulers your Maſters, 
| for by this meanes you may lay up for your ſelves , a comfortable 


hope of being ſerved with like care and Seng our ſelves, God 
no doubt hath a ſpeciall band in diſpoſing of ſervants to every 
Maſter, it is he that ordereth rchings ſo, as ſuch a man hath god, 
and ſuch a one bad ſervants, men often uſe great care to chooſe x 


| ſervant, and meete with a very tad one contrary to all their hopes 


and care, againe ſometimes by mecre caſualty almoſt men light 
upon a very good ſervant. 

More particularly his carriage was good to his Maſter, and to 
the ftranzers, brethren to bis Maſter, but not by him knowne foto 
be. 1. Teacbable, they learnt ſome knowledge of the true God from 
him. The God of your Fathers, ſaith he, and your God hath green you the 

treaſure, How came 1his man to know a diſtinQtion of Gods? 

How came he to knuw that they had a God of their owne , peculiar 
ro them and to their Fathers , which was not then acknowledged 
fo bethe God of all the world > Egypt had many Gods, this man 
acknowledgeth one God, and that one God which was acknoy: 
 ledged and worſhipped by theſe men and by their Forefarhers. Itiz 

not likely, that ſephtold bis Steward, that theſe were his brethren, 
but it is undoubtedly manifeſt, that they were ſome ſuch as be knew 
to be worſhippers of the true God, which hee knew by ſome fey 
men, tobe worſhipped in the Land of Canaar. Therefore you ſee 
bow kindly he ſpeakes.to them, that a man may cven perceive by 
his words , that they were ſo much dearer to him, becauſe they 
 pertained tothat God. This was the more obſervable , becauſe te 
was an Egyptian ſervant; O that all you which be ſervants rogedly 

Governours , would learne ſome goodnefſe from them, cven to 
know and ſerve God ; you all have ſome knowledge of that ore 
God : but leame alſo the feare and love of that God, the firceie and 
carefull worſhipof that God from your Governours, that would fain 
| teach ir you , and would count themſelves happy if you weuld learne 
| it from them; But for a ſervant to live inthe family of a Toſeph , that 
{ laboureth to teach godlinefſe unto him by word and example, and 
| yet declares no ſenſe nor feeling of God , no knowledge. or reſpgeR 
ofbim, how great a finne is this, and bow certainely ſhall this 
Steward of 7oſeph rife up againſt ſuch in judgement ? 
| Butſecondly , 7oſephs ſervant was a very obſequicus and dutifull 
ſervant, whatſoever his Maſter bad him doe was preſently done, 
| C- 42. ver. 25. loſeph commanded bim to $111 their ſackes with come 
as much as they could carry , and to put every mans money into his 
ſackes mouths, and to put his filter cup in the youngeſt ſackes 
| mouth, and his corne money , and he did according to his Maſters 
words, and C. 44. 4, He bids bim 1unve after them, and fay , #h 


| 


| | fave you returned evill for goed & 46 net thts the cup in oe Lord 


rinkes 


—— 


f 


i. 
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Gen, losetvr ns Steward, Char. 39,&0, 
| the holy Scriptures teacherh us to doe, viz. robe obedient to our | 


'| ſenger to im that ſends him , and even ſo is a floathfull or carelefſe 
ſervant ro them that imploy him : as vineger fers the teetb an edge, 
| \moak makes the eyes to ſmart, ſotheſe provoke anger and gricfe in 
|their Governours, Fulfill cherefore the honeſt:-commandements of 


' O bur his Maſter (may ſowe ſay) bad bim doe that which was; 


| juſtice and your duty to God will permit. 


| teous, he brings them to his Maſters houſe, ſpeakes comforraoly 
| rorhem, ſaith peace be to you , freeth chem from their feares , 
| wherewith they were perplexed , lifts up their hearts ro God, and 

| faith, he had given them chat money , brings ' Simeon forth ro 


mr— 


drinks, and for nhich he would make diligent ſearch, for ſo Ithinke it 
ſhould be rendred, for the matter of divining was farre enough from | 
loſephs, Loe the obedience of this ſervant ; be by the light of na- | 
ture without Scripture, was taught to doe that y and did it, which | 


Maſters, as you reade by Saint Paul ro the Epheſ. Coof. As alſoto: 
Timothie, and by Peter. Therefore they are tobe blamed , that living 
in times of clearer *ghr, and enjoying more helps towards vertue, 
are yet farre leſſe obedience then this man was; Tit 

As vineger tothe teeth , and ſmoake to the eyes, ſo is a ſloathfull meſ. 


your Governours , with ſpeed and diligence, what things they ap- | 
point you to diſpatch, let them be'diſparche4 in fir ſeaſon, and 
manner. If thou werta Maſter thouwouldfſt have ſuch a ſervant, be 
thou therfore ſuch a cne, and do as thou wouldſt be done by. , 


not lawfull , viz, Tolay ſnares for tbe men, in putting che cup into 
Benjamins ſacke unawares to him, and then following after them 
with a grievous accuſation ; that they had done great wrong , and 
ſhewed great ingratitude in taking away his Maſters cup, and ſo; 
bringing chem backe as if they had beene great malefators. 1 
anſwere, that it is probable, /oſeph had acquainted his Steward with, 
his meaning , that hedid this not withan intention of bringing them 
Into ſervicude, or doing them any wrong, but making alittle fur-! 
ther tryall of them for ſome conſideration, and ſo the thing was 
not ill done of Zoſeph , nor of him. Ler your obedience , therefore 
know its due limits, obey your Maſters in all things, fo farre as 


Thirdly, his catryage to Joſephs brethren was very kind and cur- 


—————_—————— 
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them whom they had lefr bound behind , and gives them water to 


| Out of ſome good will he bare them, becauſe be had beene infor- 
| med ofthe God of their Farhers. 


waſh their feet, and provender to rheir Cattle, Loe what ſtore of 
kindnefſe and courtefie he ſhewes to theſe ſtrangers > his Maſter 
appointed him to bring them ro his houſe , bur all the other 
kind uſage is from bimſelfe as it were an over-plus , beſides that 
which was enjoyned him, our of agood and affable nature, and; 


Now let tim be an Example to us , of practiſing like curteſie t 
ſtrangers, and ſpecially when we ſce them troubled and grieved 


and moſt of all ,if we perceive them tobe ſervants to the true a 
ed carnd | 


0, 


That was an 


evill at and 
unlawſul. 


Salomon in 
Proverb. 


3,Hewas 
very kind 
CcurteGus te 
loſephs be- 
thren, 


nw 
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Gee The Exumple of Cuav. 39. & 


| learnethar vertue of this Steward , though hee was a ſervant, and 
| bond-man , yet it was to /ofeph. | -» (4+ | " 

Thas have I finiſhed the Examples. of the Booke of Genefis, 
| which containes a ſhort and briffe frory-of the things done from 
the beginning of the world. co the: death: of - /oſeph,, for the ſpace ax 
itis thought by ſome, of 2309 years or therabouts , and; of ſome, of 
60 more, becauſe they doe differin judgement, ſo much about the 
age of Ferah , when he egat Abraham. in 7 
| The maine thing in the whole ſtory tobe obſerved is, how won- 
- ]derfully the providence of God, wrought by. degrees, to bring his 
' ] Church from outof the loynes of £4breham, and tomake ita great | 
and mighty Nation , which was but a/lirtle family, preſerving 
. ruth, and Religion, inithat houſehold and lineage, 

when hee ſuffered all-other Nations bylittle 
 andlittle tro follow their owne way 
and runne into Idolatry and 
abominations. 


1 3 | Conurteeus Reader, - | 


W *-.. Booke being printed by 3. Printers, each of them 
| I began the parts which they printed with new numbers. | 
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Butfor the Readers helpe in this Index, before the numbers | | 
oftheſecond parthe ſhallfind (a) and before the numbers of | | 1 
[the third part (6: ) -. 
OE et ee ee 
eAbel. | Abels death pag.37. | 
| > B of what it ſtenifies, p. 29. eAbimelech, Aw 
—+> Abel his birth, ibid, | | 
| 3 Abel bis virtucs, p4g.30.' eAbimelech, nothing ſaid of bis birth | 
” Ofc. and death, page 197. 
| "© Abel was paincfull in his | Abimelech, his fault in being too | 
| calling,- page. 30. | laſtfull, pag.197.ard 4 3I. | 
eAbel was rcligious, p4g.31- | Abimelech, 18 virtncs, pag.n98, | 
| Abel offered in faith, pag 32. | Abimelech ſpecdily and readily obey- | 
eAbel was rightcons, pag. 33. £d God; peg.198. 
| «Abel, no ſinne of himmentioned in | eAbimelech acquainted bis ſervants 
| Scripture and why ? page. 35. . | with Gods pleaſure, pag. 200. 
'  Abelsproſperity, pag. 36,0. | Abimelech admoniſhed Abrahans | 
Abel God hadreſpe& unto his gifts, | and Sarah of their fault, pag.2c0. | 
pags.36. | eAbimelech reſtored S arah and allo | 
Abel, God gave witneſle of his ac- fatisfied Abraham, pag.301. 
cepting of his gifts, pag-36. | Abimelech granted Abrabam liberty | 
eAbels adverſity, p4g.37.&s.  todwell in his country, pag. 202... | 
eAbel was hated and killed by his bro- | eAbimelech takes notice of Gods 


ther, p4f+37+ ' | goodneſſe toe Abraham, page 203, < 
| kay D dd Abi- ( 


a 
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| ſaac at, Gods command, pag 97. 
| Abrahams obedicnce the excellency 


The Index. HE 


| 


| Abinnulech very probable he was A | 
' godly man, page 205, LY 
| .  Lbimmkeh rooke not Rebekkab from | 


Abraham was loving and gentle to 
his witc, pag.10r, 


Abraham loved his two lonnes very | 


| Iſaac though he affirmed her to bc his | well, pag.ror. 


Abimelech conſtrued Iſaacs fport | 


Abimelech tould 1/aac plainely of his | 
fault, page 4 32. 


433. 
eAhbimelech charged that none (hould 


With Iſaac, pag. 4 34. 
Abimelechs tenchits, pag.203. 


pag.203, 
Abimelech,God kept him from com- | 

| mitring a ſin which elſc he would have | 

' commurted, pag.204, 

| Abimelech, God reycaled him{clfe to 

ar lor ge p4g.205, 

| eAbimelech croſles, 


. 
: 
: 
. 


God ſtroke him | 


eAbrahan, | 


| Abrahams birth, pag.94- 

| eAbrabams virtues, p4g.94- 
| 
| 


Arbabams faith, pag 94. 
Abraham feared Ged, pag.95- 
Abrabam was obcdicnt, pag. 95. 
\ eMbraham lefthis countrcy at Gods 
' command, pag. 96, ' 


eAbimelech knew adultery was a fin, | Abrahams good carriage towards his | 
and was unwilling to commit it, pag. | ſervants, pag.103, 


b 
; with (ickneſſs and his women with | Abrabams good carriage to the Cas | 
| barrenneſle, pag,206, | | HAZEL, paTog. 


' 


| eAbrabam ſhewed lowly and re- 


| Mer, pag a 31, | Abraham provided a good wife for | 


Iſaac, 10:1, 


| with Rehekbah in the beſt ſence, page Abrabams patience towards God, | 
a 32, | p48.103, 


| 
Abraham moderately mourned for | 


Sarah, page 103, 


Abrahams carriage to his kinſmen, | 
| page Io5, 


Abimelech deſired to make peace | Abrahamreſcued Lot out of his cne- 


i 
' 


| 
wrong Abraham or his wife, pag. 34- | Abraham was peaceable, pag-105. | 
| 


- mics hands, pag.166. 
| Abraham was couragious,pa,1 06, 


Abimelech, God made him a King, Abrahams cariiage to the Sodomites, 


pag.1 07. 
Abraham prayed for them, pag.107. | 
Abraham (hewed kindneſle and hus | 

manity to the S9domites he had taken, / 

pag.1o8, | | 


w raham would receive nothing | 
frothithe King of Sodeme, pa,108, 


ſpeftive carriage towards the Hirrizer, \ 
page 1T0, | 


Abrahams carriage 9 Hephyon, | 
page Inn, 


Abrahams carriage to Aner, Eſvcol | 
and Mamre, pa.il, 


Abrahams carriage to eAbimelech | 
page 112, 


Abraham maketh a covenant with 


| Abraham lived in tents at Gods 
command, pag.96. 

| "fbrabam circumciſed bimſelfe and 
all his. males at Gods command , 
| page 96. 

| Abrabam expelled his wife Hagar 
and ſonne- imac! at Gods command, 


Abraham would haye' ſacrificed 1- 


; ofit, pag.97. 

| Abraham was teligiou?,. pag.93 

| Abraham was trucly bumble, pa.99. 
| - Abraham trained up his family in the 
' knowledge of God, pag.100. 


Abimelech, p4112, 


Fa 
. 2 


 *brabam dcalt plainely and bonn- | 
tilully with Abimelech, pals. 
+-1brahams good carriage to ſiran- 
gers, P4113. | | 
eAbrabams faults before his calling, | 
PASETIY. 
Abraham was an idolater, pag.114- 
eAbrahams faults atrer his calling, 
page T5, 5 
Abrabams weakeneſlc of faith,p.11s 
Abraham bada carnall fcare af death, 
page 116, 
Abraham diſſembled, peg.117. 
_  Abrabam drew Sarahto ſin fofarre 
as to indanger her chaſtity, pag-118- 


——xx = 


| 
| 
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Abraham : 
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Abraham had two wives, pag.119  hcefell isnotrevealed, pag.s. 

Abrahams bencfits, pag.119,0c, | In eAdams (ivne we are to fee our! | 

Abrahams temporall benefits, He own lintulneſſc, p.8, : | 

had a good wife, good children, good | Adv/rery an bainous finne, p.a 32, | 

ſervants,good kintmen, faithful friends," Afeons, godlinefſe ought to be the 

a good name, got a famous viftory, rule of them and not our paſſions, pag. 

pag.11g.o&unc, 259. | 

| Abrabam,Goddid good to others for | | 

his ſake, pag 125. | eAfiitions, 
eAbrabam, God ſhewed favour to 

him after his death, pe.125. | effliftions, wee are to prepare for | 
Abrahams Spirituall bleflings, God them, and to make a good ulco f thenn, | 

called him from a falſe Religion ro the p 9,1 0.a 93, 

| true, made him gratious promiſes, ap-  Affiittions, we are not to goe out of 

peared divers times to renew thoſe them till God lead us out, p.73. 

| promiſes,cntered into a covenant with Afﬀitions made caly by comparing | 


; 


| 


him and his ſced, p.126.&c. - them with greater affiifions of our bet- ; | 
Abrahams croſles, p.129- ters, p,75.and b 92, | 
Abraham changed his countrey and - eAffizted to be comforted by us, p. 
left his fathers houſe, p.129. brr. | | 
| Abraham was uncertain where bes Affti@ions, we ought to be thankfull | 
ſhould dwell, p. 1 30. and not proud for our preſcrvation 
Abrabam ſuffered croſſes in Lothis from them, p,91,92, 1 
\kinſman, .p.1 31. | AfiTions, it is iawfull for us touſe | 
eAbrabams wife was twice taken all good meanes to come out of them, | | 
| from him, p.x 32, 'þ.b 12, | | 
" Abrahams wife was barren,p.132, | Age willnot quench laſt,p.218. 
A great jarre fell out betwcene A- Anger ought not to make us breake 
| braham and Sarab, p.132. forth into reviling ſpeeches, p.a 66. | 
eAbraham, Sarah bis wife diced be- ; «fpparellof women ought to be mo- | 
fore him, p.13 2. deſt, p.141. | 
| Abraham ſuffered in Hagars ill car- | eAfter what it lignities,p,a 127, | 
riage to Sarsh, and running away being | 
with child, pag.133. B. 
Abrehan made to divorce Hagar and 
to ſend her away, p.13 3. Babylonians, 
| «Abrahams was 6h to thruſt 1f- | | 
mact his ſonne out of his family, page B Abylonians their faults, p,87,88. 
134. ; Babylonians their puniſhment, pa, 
eAbrabam was crofled many waics | 89 
in [/aac, p.134. | £rgames we ought not to OVcr- | 
\ .- Abrahams death, p.1 35. reach one another in them, p.111. 
| , Abrahams confederares, their vir- Barrenneſſe a croſle that may befall | 
tues, p.188, godly women, pag 147, 
Abrahams confederates were friends | Beaſts, wee ought to have a care of | 
to him, p.188, them in our travailes,p.166. | 


Abrahans confederates helped him Benjamin what it ſignifies, pÞ.A 127, | 
and kept their covenant, p,190. Benefits of God ought to be rememe- 
Accuſations not to be believed till the | bred, and praiſc returned for them, p. 


matter be weighed and tried, p.a 166. | 455. 
8 FF | Common Benefits not to bereſtcd in, 


eAdam, Sce firſt Parents, .168$, | 
Pp , Common Benefits what uſe to make 


P 
b h inucd before | of them, p-a 168. 
Adam how long he continuc as pe - "—_ 
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| Birth-right, what thitigs conteyned| Caine marthered his brother, pag. | 
under it, p.2 25; | 20, . ; | 
' Bilhah her linne in ſuffering her ſelfe| Caine did nor repent of his murder, 
ro be polkited by Rexber,p.a 106, Pag.20, 
( 4ine mattered and deſpaired, pag. 
21, 
| Bleſſings. Caine perſiſtcd impenitently in his 
ſins, p.22, | 


_—. 


| 


ſought for, p.128. 


them on 


Cains benefits, He had poſterity, 
| lived a long life, and was preſerved | 
Bleſſings Spirituall God beſtowes | from the violence of all men, and had | 
ks childeren, bid. meanes to keepe him from and draw | 
Bleſſings Spirituall,to be blefied with | him our of fin,p 22. | 
all is the grcatelt favour of all, p4.262.| Caizes croſſes, God aggravated his | 
a 85. | | fault and fentenced him for it, curſed 
Bleſſings temporall, God to be prat- the carth to him, he was full of ter-/ 
fod for them, p.263. ror, p-23. 
Bl:fſings temporall, the wart of | | 
( alling. | 


Bl:ſſings Spirituall eſpecially to be | 


them nor to be aſcribed to the want of | 
Gods love but to his wildome, p.264, | 


| 


Calling diligence init no hinderance 
| to piety, p.309. 4 
Calling, oiligence in it what good it | 
Bounty of Godto the worſt men, p. ' brings, p.,235.a 58, | 
26. ; Callingneceſlary to have one, p.23, ! 
Bonnty beſcemes arich man,p.117. | 31334 244. 
Bounty may be cx'cnded ro others as EffcQtuall Calling the greateſt mercy 
well as to the pocre, #634, | on carth, p.126.413, 


Bounty, 


— 


| Bownty, commendation of it, pag. | 


EffeAtuail Calling how it may bec | 


191,192. 
Bretheren wealthier ought fo helpe 
,to m2intaine their poorer bretheren, p. 
b 22, 
Buying and ſelling men the originall 
ofit, p.16G z+ 


_ 


| 

| 

| 

| c. 
Caine, 
{ 

( 


L 


| Aines birth, p.15. 
| YC Carnes good carriage, p16. 
| Carizehada calling, p.16. 
| Caine was outwardly religious,p. 16, 
{ Camebu'lt a City, p.17. 
| Cainehad but one wife, p 17 
| Cainesbadcarriage, p.,17.0c. 
Caine was a wicked man, p.I7. 
( «ine was an hypocrite, p.18. 
i Caine was vexcd at his puniſhment, 
| Page" 9. 
( 2ine did not mend his fault, thotzgh 


| he were gently admonifhed by Ged 
| himſclfe, p.19. 


| 
| 


' 


| 


knowne, p.126, 27, | 
Cenſurers muſt apr tobe, pa 149. 


Cenſures we ought to te charitable 
in them, p.a 33. 


Cham See Ham. | 
C haftity. 


Chaſtity an excellent virtne, pap. | 
bg,10, 

Chaſtity, thoſe eſpecially onght to | 
labour after ir who have beene over- | 
taken with the'contrary vice.p.b 1x. 


Chil Ten, 
Children onght not to marry with- 
out their Parents conſent, p.159, 251; } 
252.4 27,59 60,157 + | 
What { hi/dyen ought to doe 1n caſc 
their Parents would force themto mar» 
ry unfit perſons, p.a 60. | 
Childeren ought decently to burey 
their deceaſcd Parents,p. 252. 
Childeren,a Fault in them to ns 
tneir 


w 


—_ 
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| "The Toles, 


| 


their parents death þ.25 3- |. Weatetobext Cef in Gols ſervice, 
( þ+{dren ought” to obey their Pa- PT 5,34» 

rents, pag. 250by. , Coprieſy ini our carriage commen- 
Children ought to love, honour and dable, p,1 IO,IST,I98, _ 

ſnccour their Parents, pag. a 6, 174 Conrage what itis,p. 06, i... 

b21;24. Conragions good men yaw be, 
Youngeſt Children a natural] thing p.106, 

to love them, p.a'56.. '| Courage, meancs to procure; it, Me 
Gorly Childrex ought moſt to belo- 197. 

ved, p.z 75, { ovenants mal cog whe pike 
( hildrew,not to grieve over-much for med; p.190,191, 

their death, p.a 82; | 

- » Children onght: patiently to beare .. Creation. i 


thcir parents negleR, p.a 99. 
Children ought ro fubmir themſelves,) Crearion of man neceſſary, p. 2; 


to their þ—— nagar inſtructions, p.1 58. Creation of ian the time and mate 
_ oy ht.quictly to beare their |ter of it, p,3. 
parents Come cements, p.158, Creator of us, God to be _— 


F Child'en ought not to pur off their | ledged; p. 7. | 
dutifalneſſe to their parents though 623" © 
they have dealt hardly with them, pe, (roſſer See AfiBionr. \- 
r59. W S:1:054 
X Chitdres that have good cducation Croſſes ſhould ſeems n nothing” ro 
a grievous thing it is for them to fall them tht have m—_— 
into foule (ins, p.a 130, I45s..: | 
Child-bed,deliverance. from the pe- Croffer, 2 comfortable deliverance 
rills of it is a matter for which publick |out ofthem a \/ ws yk paal97. 
thankes ought to be given, pag. a 104, | Croſ®, we ſhould make a good uſo | 
Io5. ,of them, p.a 177. | 
Many that account themſelves Chri- | (reſſes to be withont them a great | 
fins come ſhort of the civill virtucs 'mercy, P-R L77. { 
wy on 2116, | Criſes, _ _ make ws « 
ians ought to have the virtues , Weary of our LiVe3,p4.0 J9 
of Heathen I larger meaſure, and | Croſſes, we ſhould labour to. beare 
better manner, and for better ends, |them.with an undejetted countenance, 
p.117. P4g.4 172. 27k | 
Church, vice are not to ſatisfic our 
ſelves in being outwardly i in it, pag, | D. : 
158. 
Church,ſoto live in it as to become An what it ſignifies, p.a 126. 
a true member of it the oo rcateſt bene- | To prevent Danger people of 


——_— 


fit that can befall a man, God ſubjeR to difſemble, peg.1 17, 
Infer1ours ought to f Complaine to| Wicked Daugbters in law a Zraat 
their ſaperiours of the things they | crofſe, pag.366, | 
cannot redreflc themſelves, p.b 3. D arkeneſſe,a bard matter to come our 
Complaints, what cautions arc to be'| of it, peg,s 139. 
uſed in making them, p.b 4. NJ | 
Contention a fin;p.a 37, 38. : ; Death, | 
. Contentedxeſſe of mind an excellent 
grace, p.a 56. mY Death, what kindes of it Adam be- 
| Correftions, not ro profit by them a con ſubjeR to by cating the forbid- | 
t (in, p.214- en fruit, p4g.4:5+ | 
© Corraptions, God to be praiſcd:for | Death, we are alwgics t9 expe and l | 
our preſervation from them, p.25. © |prepare for it, b AIRS 0, © Death| 1 


WY 


The 1 ndex. 


|feartull of it, y. 116, T1L6 
Death norinordinatcly to botrarcd, 

pag,259,360, £01,1Q1,01 1, 210; 
Death,.a fine todeſire{c beennſe of 

miſcry,' pear non bpey OSD. 
Death, how to make it comforrable | 


19m-"nqb-31.3 7% 


a ſhamefull and pb 500 


DO -croffc; pag.4 176 * 
| In Dearth men ought to bring out 
| and fell their corne, pag b 17,18. 


Deceit a grearfin,pA131- 


- \DuBwerance: cut of dittreſſes we 
have caſt our ſclves 1 _ by our finnes 


hr ann (2 p4 
| mobi F— be ngers in our 


Mothers + words oily yo > be praiſed, | 
þu1 Oy-! 0-1-8 4 

Debverance s when we 
faw no meanes of belpe ought not; to 
be P1162; 5: ye 
| A y Nriloerance from miſe-| ; 
ries a ana, x God,p.206. 

Dinah whar it ſi uifies,p.a 128, * 

_— thought to be Tobs jo wile, a 
12 

Dixahs faults the went into the City 
to ſee the daughters” of the Countrey, 
6.33959. 

.Weought to Diſſwade others-from 
finne,p.175. 

Diſſembling to bee avoided, Pa 
149. 

Dreanes one of Gods ordinances, 
þ9 T2! | | 


| 
| 


( 


| 


> 


* 
- - 


| pulls: 


| 


| 
p. 


. Death, Gods Pobyle ape ro beovcr- poo 


Farrhl, 
E+ dnhy things not to be eſteemed 


lawed,pi47« 


to rhade otthemyp,25 7- 
Earthly things our hearts ought to 


E EJPian. 
Exyptians their virruch a 181, 


ror ds how. farre to be fol. 
Earthly things a ſpirituti uſe ought 


to be with-drawne from them,p.45,46 


Egyptians {abmirred themiclves to 


their Governours,p.a 18x, 
Eqyprians were rhankfull to Tofeph, 
p-a 181, 
Egyptiays their croſſes, chey were 
impoveriſhed by tamine,p.a x81. 
Egyptians their:benefits,p,a 1 vr. 


'E leFion. 


| Eleftion of God free. 241,42. 
"Gam Elefion what it is,p a 43. 


Eliezer, 


Elirzer Abrahams Steward his vir- 
tues.p.16 3,007, 

Eliezer proceeded warily to an oath. 
I62. 

Elirzer uſed ſpeed in performing his 
oath,y, 164. 

Eliezer ſerved his Maſter religiouſly; 


|p.165, 


Eliezty praiſed God for his good {ac- 
ceſle,p, r65. 
Eliezer was diſcreete,p,166, 


| 


Dyunkeuneſſe to! be' avoided, p.74, 
178, 

Drunkenneſſe, Noah: example no! 
patterns for it,p.79. * 

To make another Dyaxke an heigh- 


| 


nous fin,p.187, 
To have no certaine Dwellivp is a 
crofle that Saints of . God have cene, 


ſabjeftro0,p.1 me” ; 


| 


- £ 


Eliezer had a care of his Camels, 
p.166, 

Eliezer made halt about his buT.cfle, 
p.156 

Elizzere benefits,” God gave him a 
godly Maſter, hee had his Maters fa- 
vourghe was a trac Chriſtian, 30d pro- 
ſpcred him,p. 167. 

Eliezers croſle,he way a bonid-man, 
p-167. 
Envie a great ſin,p, I9. 

Envie 


q 


| 


__— 


—_ 


The Unlles., 


— | 


—_— 


—_— 


M4 who poſſeſſed with it wrong| 


| Gad,the party Exvied goa themſelves, 
[PAGB gp tic 


p.a 23. | 
Eſans profanefie the as of it,p.a 24. 
Eſau ſhewed nor due reſpect to his | 

Parents,p.a 27. { 
Eſau fallly accuſed bis Brother Pet a 27 | 
Eſan hated bis Brother,p.a 27. 

Eſaw comforted himſelfe in the 

thought of killing bis Brother, p.a'28. 
Eſau: Benefits all remporall, p.a 28. | 
E/ans tfiftions,piaizg; 

To havethe Eſlcewe of men 1s aſl n- 


\ Ove Sec firſt Parents, 


Eves body why made of a 8h 3. | 
E vah why {o catted;p:6 6 

Eves firlt faultyp.11, | 
Eve thought by ſome to/have borne 


twins #tievery birth,p. I 7. | | 
q Evill, | 
£vill externall a&ts of it we have 


power to forbcarc,p.75. 


| 


P.243»+ 


gular favour,p.b 29, | |p.lg 
p-261,2 165. 


"[p.24$,249.d 8, : 
;-5,"|p,b8, | 


Fvillnoneto be done that 200d may 
come of it,p. 779," Vn 
Evills to come a great mercy to be 


| Envied weare to prepare for it, p. a | Ln ofthem,p:;a 
| 98. 4 ? |. Bare PE 
| Envie, weare to ON again(t 1 it Pp. . +9 
| (39;36;9398,13 3, '3 i [- "30 Eye, | 
'| Ephronhis virtues, he courteo | | ' ror Level 
faluted tho ahem was liberall ro bim! ,- Eyes wall bake uſed;p 264. x 
and juband trac ia hiaword;p.igr) ;| Wanton Fyeto berepreſſed of chem 
Er was ſo wicked that God craig that willavoid luſt,pia,2»8;2.46; 
oft;p.a OE ; art 2 | Eye,we ought to hate a ſpcriall ches 
| \ dai - | + | to keepirfrom rw REY 
Efan'\ t T nM Tad: 
L { 
_£/awhis birth, p;a'3 3. I | \ 
Eſans virtues , page a 16,&c. Faith, | 
Eſan: ſhewed good "reſpet to his 
| Father 1/aac,p. a 16. (| Pp what it is; p. 694944,1 58, 
Eſau was melted with his Brothers Faith moſt men withour it, p.90., 
kind and humble carriage,p.a 18, Faith worked a feare inusto minke | 
. Efas was notgreedy of gifts,p.a.1 8. | us ſhunng evill;p,7o;gr 77 ch wn! 
E/as joyned with his Brother inbts | Faich will make us iabey God: in 
rying his Father,p. a 19. ' ' * [thoſerations for; govgn wee a be 
Eſans _— a 19. ic. \fcornedjpipd, - 
Eſas was an pong 19. Faith haththree Finke IR: 9.94" (3 
E/au gave ti fe wholy and over- | Faith of God hath fours aft gh; 
eagerly to hunting,p.a 20. Faith to God,p.g5. \ 
Eſau made himſclfe great by warre, | Faith in Godp gg, oth, bf A , 


True. Faith brings torch: | feare 'of 
Go3J,pgs. 1T A 
Faith juſtified by Obedience.p.s 

Faith weakenefle- of 'ir nat £0 
webs os 8199 5:2 'J 

Faith to be apptocyied by veelding 
our lives when God . calls for them, 


Faithto be —— by the fruits, | 


þ.a49. 
Pouy Face men too much led by ic, 


Goad Fare to love'it too much alin, 


Families men bound + to vrovide for 
them,p. a 68,69, - 
Fathers ought to provide for their: 


children,p.102, 
J, 3 


Feare. | 5 


Faire of God : an excellent rack 


Feare of God t to be labourdabtet,: 


| 


Ec 


Firſt | 
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De EEE 


Ddd4 


"A 


_— 


cd,p.2 57. 


| 


, 
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The Index. 


Firſt Parents, 


Firſt Parent1 their firlt (inyp.4. 
Firft Parents their fall: deſcribed, 


Firſt Parents, divers other fins fol- 


lowed _ their firſt (lin, p.6, 


op sz their good carriage, 


p: . , . 
Firſt Parints, their benefits before 
and afcer their fall,p.6,7. 


Firſt Parents,their crofſes,p.7, 
Firſt Parents $0/be imitated in their 


good deeds,p, 8,9. 


Firſt Parents, greatnoſſe of their 


(in,p.12, 


Fornication, 


_  Fornication an heighnous fin,p.b 10, 
Fornication we ought-to be wat 


againft it,p.a 248. 


Fornication againſt it,p.b 10. 
Forgetfullneſſe of Gods Word a faulc 
from,p.258. 
Fraud in all kindes to be abhorred, 


P29. | 
Faithful friends a great benefit,p.122 | wiſe part,p.188, 


FriendfSip oaght to be laſting,p.a 160 
True Friend ought to be ſeviceable, 


p.-aTGr, 


Friends onght to be truſtic,p.a 161, 

Fullneſſe of bread a great fin, p.2332. 
_P of unreaſonable men by hamili- 
and ſubmiſliyencilſe to bee appea- 


— 


G. 


Ad whatit fignifieth,p.a 127. 
Many Geutlemen thcir onely care 


G 


is for their bclly,p.16y . 
Gentlemen that have ſpare time how | 
they ought toimploy ir,p.165. 


Gifts, 


L.., not tobe greedy of them, p.a 
13,19, 

Gifts of God 
of them,p.b x4, 


,we are notto be proud 


chfull 


Glory. 

Vaino-Glery to be avoided,p. VE, ll 
Goa, 

God blefſeth thoſe that ſerve him, 


p.125, sH..; 

Falſe Gods of Chriſtians,p.,172-. | 

God to be truſted with our welfare, | 
#098 1 2 55: | 

Gods goodneſſe to his people ought 
to be taken notice of by us, p.202. 

God to be inquired of in all occur» 
rents,p.Q 5, 

God,how hee may be inquired' of, 
pa 6. 
| Ged, how he appeares to us now, 


a $7, 
mk Godly, 


Godly, God doth good to others for 
their lake,p.125. 3338 | 

Godly, God tor be called on. to be 
| made fo, p.144.2 83. 


Godly who are made ought to praiſc 
God for it,p.145 a 84. 


| 
| 


Godly, to be a friend tothem is a 


To be made Godly is the checfcſt | 
bleſſing of all, p.a $3. 

Good men,a good thing to loye their 
company ,p.176, 


Governonurgs, 


| 


Governonrs ought to uſe their au- 
thority to ſuppreſle fin,p.a. 34+ 

Governoxrs ought ſpecially to pray 
for their owne Families, p.a 69. 

Governowrs ought to cleanſe their | 
houſes of all vices, p.70. 

Goverxoxrs, nothing ſhould drive us 
torebell againſt them,p.a 181. 


Grace. 


To be endowed: with ſaving Grace 
is the chiefelt mercy ofall,p.144. 
Saving Grace who arc cndow<d 
with ſhould make nothing of crofles, | 
145» 
; Greazeſſe any way not to be abuſcd, | 


| 


+304, 
2-304 abi 


| The Index, TI 
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| | Hamor was was willing to be cir- | | 
| H. - cumciſcd for a by end,p.a 1 5 9. | 
[ Hamor did not reproove nor cor- 
|= Jerwwaghe choice of it our ſoule | re his ſon for the wrong done to Di- | | 
{ &. Ichicfely to be aimed at, p.176. |n4hpargg, | 
| Hamorsvirtues,p.a 159. | | 
Ham, — Hamer was willing to tatisfic his ſon | | 
in point of marrisge fo farreas was fit, | 
|  Hamhis birth, p,79. p.a159. | | 
| Ham was faved in the Arke from | Hamor deales well with his ſubjeas, i 
| the deluge,p.$0. | perſwading them to be circumciſed, | 
Ham was an Hypoctite, p.82. P.2 160, 
| Ham ſaw the nakedneſle of his Fa- | Hamor deales well with Jacob, | 
cher,p.82, plainely ſeeking his daughter and yecl- 
{ Ham acquainted his Brethren with ding to equall conditions,p,a 160. | 
{ his Fathers nakedneſſeyp.8 4.  Hamors proſperity, his fonne was 
{ Hams puniſhment,God curſed him | indifterently good and his fubjeRs | | 
in bis Sonne (, aneanyp.86, were good, p.a 160. 
Hamors crofle, himfelfe and all his 
Hagar, Family and City were murthered, p,a J 
I 69, 
| Hagar probable that ſhe feared God, 
pr o 48. Hatred, 
| Hagars vertues, p.148.&c. _ 
Hagar was obcdicnt to her Gover- | Hatred of any a great fin, p.a 27, | 
neurs,p.143. Hatr:4how to know: we are poſ- 
| Hagertoldthetruthyp.148, 1 ſeſſed withit,p.a 28. | | 
| Hagar ſubmitted her ſelte toher Mt- Henoch, p.49, | | | 
freſſe,p. 149. Hiram was a good morall friend but 


Hagar was thankfull to God for ms | a bad man, p.a 160,161, 


 goodiiefſe in bringing her home to| Hoſpirality to be uſed, p.174,25 7. 
Abrahams Family ,p.149- | a T1O. | 
Hazar Nas Patiertyp.149. _ | 
| Hagar was carcfall to provide her Hoaſes, 


ſon a convenient wife,p.149. 
Hagavs faults, thee grew proud and | Houſes of God to be kept cleane /and 


——_ i —_— — tt. 5 et. DF 2 F * Os 


'ran away from her Miſtreſſeyp.:t 50. decent, p.a 52. | 

| Hagar s benefits,p.150. Houſes of God to be frequented,p.a 5 2 

| Hagar was one of eAbratams ſer- | 

rVants,}P.I50. ay 

| Hagar had the favour of her Ma- Humility, 

er and Miſtrefle,p.15 r. : 

Hagar reccived great mercies from Humility an excellent grace, p.99. 

Gaod.p.ls 2, ; a 55.56. | 
Hagar had Imarl and a promiſe | Humility adorneth all roere p.b 14. | 

concerning him,p.I 5 2+ Humanity a commendable vertue, 


Hagars crocs, Sarah uſed her hard- | p.a 66, 4 
| ly, her ſonne was cait out of e4bra- 
hams family, and ſhe faw him ready to Hmband, | 
dic for thirſt,p.1 52,0 


—_— 


Hwusbands ooght to beare with their | | 
Hamor- Wives,P.101. 


A goodand godly Hwmsband agreat 
| bleſling,p.145-» 
cata Huzsbands 


Dt. Ali. mt, —s.4 
———_——_—___ 


Hamor his faults,p.a 159. 


| @. + 4 4 t . + —— « if waws a je) | 


CN I ——— —_— es 


The Index. 


PRI 
—T— 


| 
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Hmbands onght to love their wives, | 
25 2,254.4 O, : 
, Huthanas nl to hearken to th&IT 

wivcs good counſcll,p.255- 


Husbandry, 


Hubantry commendation of it,p.16 
Good Hu«bandry a thing commen- 
dable,p.:5 7. 


Hypocriſie, 


avoided,p.: 4,82, 4 20. 

What an Hyyocrite is p.18. 
Signes of an Hypocrite,p.24,25- 

Hy pocrites, Gods patience and good- 
nefle ro rhem,p. 80. 


I. 


Tacob. 


Tacobs birth, p.a 4T. 
Tacobs virtucs, p.a 42. &c. 
Tacob was an upright man, p.a 42: 
Tacob was a $kilfull and able ſhep- 
heard, p.a 44. 
Tacob lived as a Pilgrim, p-a 45. 
| T[acobhad faith which ſhewcd it ſclfe 
| by many fruits, p.a 47- 
Tacob was religious, p.a 49- 
lacob vowed a vow to God,pagr. 


ys ſhipped God by gut as Br 54 
[acob tooke an oath religiouſly, pag. 
a 54 


Hypecrifie in Gods worſhip to be 


[acob performed his vow, and wor- : 
| nefle ſhewed to Toſeph,p.a 77. 


—— 


ban offered him, pag. a 62. | 
lacob was dilzgemt and faithfull in his 
fervice to Laban,p.a 64, | 

[acob was. patient and gentle to La- 
_ though he changed his wages, pag. 
a OF, 

Tacob was quickly pacified with La- 
ban, p.a 66, 

[acob uſed all ſubmiſſive and lovin 
carriage to pacitic his brother Eſav, p, 
a 67. 

Tacsb was carefull to provide for his 
owne family,p,a 68, 

[acobs prayes tor his family,p.a 6g. 

[acob purged his family, p.a 69. 

Tacob intiruted his family and 
brought them to the worſhip of God, 
p.a 70. 

lacob was a kind husband to all his 
Wives.p.a 70. 

lacob was duly angry with his wife, 
P-A7I. | 

[cob brought up his children in a 
calling.pa 71, 

[acob bleſſed all his children,p.a 74, 

[acob reproved Simeon and Levi tor 
their murder, and Rewbes for bis inceſt, 
P:2 75,76. 

laceh greatly loved Tseph and Ben» 
 Jamin,and why? p.a 76. 

{acob courteoufly talnted men of his 
 owne prot« ſſion,p a 76, 
| {aceh thewed ſpeciill love to Rache/ 
bis kinſ-woman,p.a 77, 
[aceb thanked Phara 


—_— —— 


— 


| 


oh for his kind- 


[acobs faults, pa 77.29%. 


[acob was forgerfull of his vow 


Iacob gave thanks to God for bence- 
fits received, p.a 55. 
Iacob was obedient to Godyp.a 55. 
laceb was an humble man,p.a 55. 
Iacoeb was contented with a little, p. 
a56, 
|  Licob was a diſcreet man,p.a 56. 
Tacob was painctull and induſtrious, 
\pag8 
lacob Was juſt in his dealings with 
all,p.a 58. 
Tacob was obedient to his Parents, p. 
|2a59, 
Lond was reſpeQive to his Uncle 
| Laban,vy.a 61. 


| 


| and diflembling,p.a 80. 


made to God,p.a 77. 
[acob abuſed his old Father with lies 


| Jaceb obeyed his -mother againſt 
Gods commandement,p.a 81. 

Taceb loyed Toſeph and Bexjamin Cx- 
ceſſively,p.a 81,82, 

{acob: Spirituall benefirs, p.a 82, 6c. 

Jacob was agodly man. p.a 83. | 

[acob had the priviledge of the firſt; 
borne.,s.a 84. 

[acob had the blefling given him, 
pa 84. | 

lacob, God often appeared to himto| 
confirme his faith,p.a 86. 


| 


| 


i 


Tacob tooke patiently the wrong La- 


[acobs temporall benefits,p.a 87-&c. 
—_ Jaceb 


| 


_ 
——_ 


—_—_ —__— 


I—_— —__ m.DÞ4 ls mm. 


Be —_———— 


| The Index. 


| Iacob had a large cſtatc, p.a 87, 
| 


adverſity, p.$8, 


great deliverances, p.a $8. 
Tacob had alarge ofspring, p.a 88. 
Tacob, Toſeph maintained him and his 
| inthe famine, p.89. | 
Igcobs death was moſt ſeaſonabie, 
peaceable, religious and comfortable, 
| p.a 89, 
lacobs crofles, p, 89,0. 


2s his brother, p.a 89, 

Tacob,his brother E/a# bated him and 
reſolved to kill him, p.a go, 
| Jacob ficd into Paian eAram, par. 
a 99, 
| Jacobs Father in law deceived him 


_— 


in his wife, in his wages, and purſued | 


| him with an intention to take all from 
| him,p.a 90. | 

Iacob, Efan came againſt him with an 
' army i:tending to kill himyp,a 91. 
| Tacob was croſled in his chilsren, p, 
'a9T, 
| Tacobs lived in a grievous famin for 
two yeares, p.a9l. 


| Tacebs children all of them were bad 
except Toſeph and Benjamingp.a 130. 

Lacebs children all of rhem beguiled 
' Hamer and the Sichemites, and con- 
| ſented to the murder of them, p.a 131, 
| 132. 
| FO children ſould their brother 
 Toſeph,p.a 132, 

Jacobs children lycd and couſened 
, their old Father, p.4133. 

Iacoh; childrens goodneſle, they all 
| trove to comfort their Father, they 
| were dutifull to him in going downe 
| to Egypt and not taking Benjamin with 
| then, p.a 1 24 
| Jacobs children, their benefits, pag. 
'aT35. 
| oaks children had a godly Father, 
and themſelves were pillars of the true 
Church, Þ.4 135, | 

Tacobs children, God ſaved them all 
from a great danger,p.a 136, 


Tacobs children, 


A136. 


Tacob, God vouchſafed him three 


Tacebs children had tore of riches, p« 


| Tacobs children, Joſeph nouriſhed 


Tacoh God delivered him out of all them inthe famine, page,a 136. 


lacobs children their crofles, pap, a 
I36, 


Taleneſſe. 


Idleneſſe a great ſinne and why? pe. 
| $32,233. wg 
| Jaleneſſe what it1s, p.233+ 

[aleneſſe, who are guilty of this finne 
ought to repent and turne from it, pa, 


Tacobs Father loved him not ſo well; 234. 


[aslatry, men naturally prone to ir, 
;PÞ.ATT7, 
| Idolatry, we arc to bleſſe God we 
are freed from it, p.a 118, 


| [gnorance, 
Tpnorance twofold, 118, 
Sins of Ignorance may be commit- 


ted by a godly man and never repented 
of,p.119, 


: 
Impndency in fin makes us out of mea- 


ſure ſinfull,p.219, 
Impriſonment an heavy croſle, pag. 
a 174, 


It,ih1id, 
Inferionrs. 


Inferiours prone to obey their go- 
vernours carnally, p.a $1. 

Inferiours ought to complaine to 
their ſuperiours of the things them- 
ſelves cannot redreſle, p.b 3. 

[Inferionrs, a comman fault in them 
to grumble when they are reprehen- 
ded, p.a 146, 

Inferiowurs, a good thing in them to 
turne their .ſupcriours from [tiftnefle 
in an indiſcreet purpoſe, pag.a 143, 
I51. 

Iaferienrs ought to win the favour 
of their ſuperiours by a vertuous car- 
riage,p.h In. 

Inceſt, nature of man prone to com« 
mit it,p.1 18. 

Inceſt a great (in, p,a 139.140. 

Injwries men ought to forgive and 
forget them,p.b 33. 


| 


[mpriſonment, we are to prepare for | 


| 
i 


| 


| 


Inventers of evill, heighnaugts 
oft 


—_ 
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of them,p.44. | Joſephs taults,he ſwore, he came too 
loſeph, | | nearc an untruth,p,b 24. 
| [oſephs croſſes,p,b 24. | 
Toſeph what it ſignifies,p.a 127. loſephs benefics ſpirituall, he did par- 
[oſeph was a godly man and beganto | take of the holy ordinances and was 
be ſo betime, p.b 1, made holy by them, he was confirmed 
Teſeph continued good to his end, p. | 1n goodnefle, p.b : 5. 
b 3. | JYofephs natural benefits, p. b 26. 
[ofeph acquainted his Father with his ſoſeph wasa proſperous man, p,b 26, | 
F brethrens ill carriage. p.b 3. Joſeph, God delivered him out of 
lojeph had divine dreames,p b F, heavy and gricyous calamitics,p.b 26. 
| Joſeph was obedient to his Father, | Joſeph, God gave him the git of in- 
pbs. terpreting dreaines,p.b.: 7. 


Hlo(ephintreated his brethren when | Yo/eph,God gavehim great wiſdome 

| they wentto ſell him toſtrangers,p.b 6 | 12 managing any bulineflezp,b,28, 

. tefeph was a diligent and faithfull | ſo/ep> where ever he caine was eſtce- 

| {ervant to Potiphar,p.b 7. | med, loved and truſicd, p.b 29. 

| loſeph ſhewed the true feare of God | 4. eph had great cutward preferment | 
inhim,p.b 8. \P.D.30 


Toſeph had athankfull and loving re- | Toſeph had a ſtrong and able body, 
ſpeR to his Maſter, p:b 8. pb 30. 
loſeph was very chaſte, p.b 9. | Joſeph was bleſſed in his poſterity, 
| Joſeph was diligent and faithfull to ' pb 31. 
his Maſter in Prifon,p.b at. | ZJoſephs death, p.b 31. | 
Toſeph comforts the Priſoners which | | 
he attended upon,p.b 11. | Toſephs Steward. | 
Toſeph was carctull to get ont of | | 
Priſor,p.b 12, | | Joſephs Steward was a good and du- | 
Tofeph dealr plainely and faithfully titull ſervant,p,b 33,34: 
with King Pharaoh,p.b 12. | Loſephs Steward was very kind and 
leſeph ſhewed prudence and love, courteous to /oſephs Brethren, p.b, | 
D123. | ZF«. | 
: Jofeph carried bimſelte kumbly, p. | 
'b13. | | Iſaac, 
| [{o{eph ſhewed all reverence and re- 
| ſpectro the Kirg,p.b 15. | Jſaacs birth, .244. | 
| Joſeph after his preferment ſh2wed | /Uſaacs virtucs,y,244,0c, | 
himſclfe faithfull and loyall ro Pha- | /rac was enduzd with faith,p. 244, | 
raoh, p.b1s5. [aac was religious, p.245, , | 
Joſeph was diligent and faithfull in | 7/aac praycd to God for all good | 
gathering Corne,p,b 15, things,p.246, . | 
Toſeph was faithfull in bringivg forth | . 7/aac mediated, p. 247. | 
the Corne in due time,p.b 17. | Jfaacteared God,p,248. | 


Joſeph ſhewed himſclte jult,o.b 18, | T/azc obeyed the commandement of | 
| Tefephs good behayjour to his Bre- | God þ-249, | | 
' thren,p.b ig. | J1/4ac Was obcdient to his Father, p. | 


| ' 
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|  Toſeph,ſome aQts of his carriage ta- | 25 0,c5c. | 

| ward his Brethren were doubtfall and | J7/a«c yeelded himfelfe to: be bound 

' extraordinary,p.b 20, | and killed by his Father, p.25 0. 

| LJoſepb forgat all his Brethrens | 7/aac was ruled by his Father in mar- 

' wrongs,p.b 21. Tlage, p.251, 

 ' Jefeph was eafie to pardon;p.d'22, | J/aac buried his Father, p.25 2. 

| Toſephs good carriage to his Father, | 7/aas-loved his Mother dearely, p. 

pb 23. | 252, 
| | Iſaac | 


fa « The nies. 
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| ſaac conferred the principall | J>maels benefits, p.16r1, 

ble:Jing upon Txcob to whom God had | 1@marl, God delivered him from 
given It,Þ,555. two great dangers, p.161, 

| M/aacaccepted Abimettechsreproofe, | Ihmacl, God provided water for 
\þ+256. him when hee was ready to dic-for 
1ſaac made eAbimelech and his com- | thirſt,p. 162. 


| 
| pany a feaſt.p.257. Imael, God himſelfe gavc him his 
| 


| * {ſaar was a good husband, p.257. | name,p 162, 
1ſaec made a ſpiritualluſe of earthly, JI&mael proſpered much in the 
| commodiries, p.25 7, world,p.162. | 
Tſaxcs faults, p. 25 80% Iſhma:ls death,p. 163. 
/{aac torgat the Word of God, p.| Peop eof 1/rae! one third part of 
258, | | them came of bond-women,p.a1 06. 
Tfaac loved Eſas better then Iacob | Tfachar what it ſignifies,p.a 126, 
| | for carrall reſpedts, p.25 9. | | 
Tſaac lied out of fearc,p.25 9- 


Tſaac ſcandalized Abimelech, p,261. x Indah, 
Iſaac loved good fare too much, 
p.26T, Ia1ah what it fignifies,p, a 126. 


Iſaacs benefits,p.* 6 »,0c. Tudabs faults,p.a 147,00 


[ſaac loved his Wife tenderly, p. | thers funerall,p.1 59. 
25 3- | JTfmactwasruled by his Mother in 
{ſaac contented himſelfe with Re- | marriage,p.15g. | | 
beckah,p.25 4, [/omatls faults,p.160, | 
Fſazc hearkned to Rebeckahs wiſe | I/>marl mocked his Brother,p. 160. 
counſcll,o.255. [/matl was a wild manyp. 160, 
Iſaac bleſſed his children out of faith, | 1/mact was a quarrellſome fellow, 
P-255. | P.1GT. 


| 


| 


Iſaac, God made his covenant with | Judah left his Fathers houſe, p.a 147 
 limyy.26+, Tudab was led by his eye in marriage 
| J1faachadagood wile,p.263. p.2 148. 

; Jſaachad one godly child andano- | Judah committed Inceſt with his 
| ther that reſpzed him, p. 263. 


dauzhrer in Law,p.a 148. 
in Law,p.a 149. 
Tadah forgar his owne naughtineſſe 
and would have burnt Tamar,p.a 149. 
Tudah repented not of his whore- 


| 
| 

Tſaac was very rich.p.263. | In42h diſſembied with his daughter | 
| 


| Jfaaclivedlong,p.263. 

1 AMfaacsctoſſes,p.264,09c. 

Taac was long blind,p.264. 

Iſaac met with divers troubles in bis 


eſtare.p. 165. dome, bur ſought to redeeme his | 
Iſaac was long without iſſue, p. | pledge,p.a 150. 
265, Tndahs virtues,p.a 150. 
T{aac was croſſed in Eſau and Tacob, Tudab returned at lalt to his Fathers 
p,266, houſe, p.a 150, | | 
| Jſaacs death, p.266. Indah was ſomewhat humbled for 
his ſin, p.a 150. 
T1hmael, Indah carried himfelfe well to his 
Father,p,at5 1. 


TIhmaels vertues,p.158,0c, Iudah faithtully kept promiſe with | 
Iſmael was ontwardly conforma- | his Father,p.a15T. : 
ble and obedientrto his Father, p.158. Indah did couragiouſly beare all evill 

| Ifhmact ſubmitted himſclfeto his Fae | accidents,p.a 151. . 
'ther to be baniſhed out of his houſe, p. | T»dahs crofles,p.a I 52- | 


[x58. Iudah had two very wicked ſonnes, 


Ihmael joyned With T/aac in his Fa-|pals52. 
a ak / F F Eee Tudahs | 


— 
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DE ARTIE, 


| Indahs daughter in law drew himto. 


Laban was loving to his filter, p.a | 


inceſt when hee- intended fornication | 111. | 


wnely,p.a Ty 2. 


parts, he had-a part of the birth-right 


| 


Tuſt man who,p.66 . 


39s 
I«ſtice, commendation of it, P.191, 


IQ2. 


K, 


by tarab,p.x 57, 


King, 


red to that honour,p.203. 
| 


them,p.a 173. 


| ſerled upon him.p.a 15 3+ | 
| Tuſt, 


King, a favour of God to be prefer- 


of his daughters,p.a.115. 


Jacob wages for his worke,p.a 112, 


Laban lovingly entertained 1acob | 


ludahs benefits. He had good naturall | when he came unto him,p. a 11 2. 


Laban of bis owne accord offered 


Laban was willing to beſtow his | 


daughters upon 1acobyp.a 11 3. | 


Labas quickly laid dowre his anger | 


and made a covenant with [acob, pa} 


1uft we ought to be in our bargaines | 114. 
and dealings with men, p.a141.bgs,! 


| 


; as the cauſe of his proſperity,p.a 115. 
| 


K ings, dangerous to treſpaſle againſt | 


| 
' 


Laban (hewed himſelfe loving and | 
kinde to his daughters and grand-chil- 
dren,p.a11g. | 


Laban made a feaſt at the marriage | 


Laban took notice of Gods bleſſing 
Laban torbore what God furbad 
himygp.a 115, 
Labans fauits,p.4 117,05. 
Laban was an Idolater,p.,a 117. 
Laban loved lacob in a worldly i 
mannerg,9.a II 8. | 
Laban coulened lacob,p.a 118. 
Laban envied [acob, becanſc he hin- | 


| 
| 
[ 
' 
| 
| 


Kings, a defireable thing it is that dred h's wealth, thongh without 


they would preterre men of worth to | wrong,p.a 120. 


| high places,p.a 178. 


Laban purſued lacob with an ho- 


| Kinſmen, love and charity ought to ſtile mirde,p.a 120, 


| bs howne to them,p. 106. 
| Kindred heir unkinde dealing ought 
; patiently to be borne,p. a 90. 


| K nowledpye. 


' Men onght to communicate their 
' Knowledge to others,p.b 5. 


| Knowledge ought to be labourcd af- 
ter while the meancs of attaining it are 


 affoorded,p.b 13, 
| 
L, 

| Laban, 


[ Abans civill virtues, p.,a 110,66, 


Eliezer eAbrabams ſervant.p.a I1O. P.43» 


| 
| 
| 


Laban courteonſly entertained! 


\ Laban gave Eliezer agood anſwer,' 


 Thid, 


ALL, 


| 


life by reaſon of his wives, p.43- 
| Laban ſpeedily diſmiſſed Eliezer, p 


Laban falſely charged 14cob with 
ſtealing his Idols,p.a 121, 

Labans benefits,he had a good ſonne | 
in 1:w,he was rich,p.a 122. | 

Libans croſles,p.a 122, 

Labans daughters and grand-chil- 
dren went farre from,p.a 122. 

Laban was troub'ed at [acobs prof: | 
perity,p.a 1 223. 

Labans death,p.a 1 22, 


Lamecb, 


Lamechs faults,0,41,0c. 
Lamech the firlt beginner of Poliga- 


| 


my,#.41. 
Lamechs revengefallneſle,p,42. 
Lamechs benefits, he had children, ! 


Lamechs croſſes, hee led an unquiet 


Lamechs three ſonnes inventers of | 


CRETE Strange 


| FD | | The {ndlex. | 


| Strange Lavguages a heavie puniſh- ' Lot wastwice drumkenyp.178, 


ment,p.90, | Lots benefits, p.179, | 

Land-lords ought not to raiſe their; Lor, God gave him repentance, p, 
rents too high, p.b 19. ' 179. | 

Law,the benefit of it may be uſed for; Lot, he and his were delivered out of | 
obtaining our right,p.a 38, the burning of Sodowe, p.179. 
Lots affliftions,p 179. | 
Leah. Lots wife,her bencfits.p.180, * | 


Lots wife was dclivered trom capti- | 
Leah her vertucs, ſhe was patient | vity,p.1 $0, ' | 
ard loving to her husband, and thank-| Lors wife was delivered out of the 
| full to God,p.a 105, burning of Sodome, p.1 80- | 
| Leabsfaults, p.a 105, Lots wife finne, ſhe looked backe to 
| Leahwerttobed to her ſiſters bus- | Sodome,p.1 80, | 
band at her Fathers perſwaſion, p. a| Lots wife puniſhment,p.1 80, | 
Io5. Lets daughters had no vertucs,p.183 
Leah was a little too unkinde to her | Lors dauughters vices,p.183,cc. 
{Siſter,p.a 105, Lots daughters agreed together about 
Leahs benefits. She had a good hus- | two grievous crimes.p.183. | 
| band, many children, was inatched in-| Lors daughtes make their Father | 
'to the Church and went to Heaven,) drunken, and committed inceſt with | 
Þ-a 105. | him, p.18 7. | 
| Leabs crofies, (he wanted her hus= DLors ſonnes inlaw, their finne, they | 


I 
: 
/ 


: 


' bands love, ſuffered miſeries with her would not be ruled by their Father, p. | 


| husband, was bleare-cycd p.a 106. | 221, | 
| Leviwharitſignifics,p,a 125. Luft, | 
; Liberty, we ought ro be thankfull 
for it and uſe it well,p.a 175. Luft,age will not quenchit,p.218- . | 
| Life to be preferred betore goods, Luſt, young ones ſoone apt to be in- | 
!P.178. feted with ir,p.219. 
"_ Lot. L»ft, impudencic in it makes it out | 
hos of meaſure finfull,p.21 9. 
Lots yertues,p.169,5c, \ | 
| Lot wasarighteous man,p.I63. Lying. 
; Lotlefthis owne Countrey and Fa- | Lyingaſinto which mans nature is 
\ thers houſe,p.17r. prone,p,144. 
Lot was troubled at the evill con- | To deceive by Lying a great offence | 
ycrſation of the Sodomites p.172. 'p.a $0. = 
Lot was hoſpitall,p, 174. To Lie in apaſlion is afinne which | 


from their villany, p.1 75. To Lie for tryall and finding out a | 


; 
; 
[1 


Lot intreated the Sodomites to deſiſt \ may befall the godly,p.2 67. | 


Lot ſought to deliver his ſonnes in | matter no lin,p.b 21. | 
law,pr75. | | 
| Lot for a good while kept cloſc ro M. | 
his Unkle «Abraham, p.176. Agiftrates ought to be reveren- 
' Lots faults,p.176,0c. | ccd p.b.l5. 

Lot choſe to dwell in a fertile place | 
among finfull men, p.176. | Maier, 
| Lot continucd to dwell in Sedowe 


among great ſinners,p 176. aides ought to keepe themſelves 
Lot offered his rwodaughters to the chaſte,p.a I. | 
Sodomites,p,177. Maides that have dcefiled them- 
Lot lingred in Sodome till the Angels | ſelves, oughtto be humble and penis» 
tooke him by the hand, p.177. V | tent for it,p.a 2, | 
| Eee Maides 


Py 
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| 


Aſaidens ought. to be paincfull and | 
| courteous,p.a 3,103. 
'P 
3. 
| Aaidsought to be ſober and mode- 
| rate in their carriage, p.a 130, 


CHMan, 


Mans Creation neceſlary,p., 

Mans Creation, the time and matter 
of it,p.3. 

Man, why made of the duſt, p.3. 

Mans meaneſle in his naturall and 
ſpirituall eſtate ſet forth, p.229,0c. 

Men, buying and ſclling of them,the 
{ or iginall of it.p.a 163, 

Acr,whether ir be lawfull to buy 
| and ſell themyp.a 164. 

Men, not to be (leighted for their 
| cutward meaneſic.p.a 178. 


| 
| 


' 


Marriage. 


Marriages for carnall reſpeRs ought 
not to be made,p.56, 


Marriage ought not to be under-_ 


taken by children without their Pa- 


Maitens ought to be ruled by their | 
arents and fricnds 1n marriage, p.A | 


P46. 


' 
' 
' 


Murder, who bave committed it | 
ought not to deſpaire but repent, p. a | 
145: 

Huſick, a warrantable recrin, 
| 


| 


| 


N, 


Aamah the firſt woman named 
| after Eve, and why,p,41, | 


| Nabor a good kinſman of Abraharn, : 
p.122, | 


| 


Name, 


A good Name to be choſen before. 
' riches, p,109, 
A good Name a bleſſing 
God 18to be praiſed, p.123. 
Napthal: what it ſignifies,p,a 127, | 
| MNatmrecorrupted to be conſidered, | 
56. 
Natare of man apt to become out of / 
mcaſure ſinfull,y 21 2. | 
' Neceſſities ,God tobe 
themyp.a 103. 


. 
. 


| 
for which | 


, 
' 
: 


ſought two in | 


Nimrod, 


Ntmrod what it ſignifies,p, $7. | 


| Nimrodwas the firſt that Grove to 


| 


rents conſent, p. 251, 252. a 27,62, 

157 

| Aarriage, money not to be made 

;the maine ma:rter of it,p.4158, 

; Meditation a neceſſary duty, p.247. 
Meditation, benefits of it, p,247,248 
Merchandize a commendatle cal- 


cr: a Monarchy, p.87, 

Nimrod was a Tyrant and ambiti- 
| 00S, p.87. 
Noad, - 


Noab what it ſignifies, p.65. 


: ling,p.a 163. 
' Midjanitiſh Merchants,p.a 162. 


} 
; 


AMiſery,who have beene helptull to | 


us in it,ought not to be forgotten, p. a 
1174. | 
' Miſery, wihatuſe to make of cur dee 
 liverance our of ir,p.b 27. 

| Mockingaa fin,p.160, 


| Meraer, 


| Meracr a tearctull fingp, 
ſerved from this crime, .onght. to-be 
thankfull,p.a 145, . 


A L144 
Atarder, thoſe whom Godtath pree- | 7 


Noabs birth,p 66. 

Neabs virtues, p. 66. 

Noah was a perte&t man and wal- 
ked with God,p.66. 


Noah was a Preacher of righteou 
nelle,p 68. 


Noah had faith,p 68. | 
Noah was moved with feare,p.70, 
Noah builded an Arke as God bad | 
him,p.72. EN 
Noeais: goodnefle inthe floud, p.73- 
N 24ahs goodnefle afcer the:floud, p. | 


C 


o 


J. 
Noabs drunkenneſſe,p.74, © 
N.9ahs croſles,. no man regarded his 


| 


| Murder, to be ſhunned, 1414, 


% 


preaching, he lived to ſee all man-kind 


de- | 


0 
+ 


- OO 0 V0 Omg 


WET x5 The 1ndex. o 


deſtroyed, he had a wicked fonne, he feene in providing pious matches for | 

lived to ſec his ofspring naught, pag. | them,p.r02, Jl 
PATH Parents ought to provide fit mar- | 
Noahs benchits, p.76. ' riages for their children,p.149. 
Noab found favour with God, pag, | Parents in placing forth cheir chil. | 

76. dren in ſervices, ought chicfly to aime 
Noah was direted by God to a at the good of their ſoules, pay. 150, 

| way of ſaving himſelfe from the flood 151. 

with his hacks, 76. ' Parents, a fault in them to match 


| 
[ 


N yah, God accepted his ſacrifice, their daughters into wicked families, | 

[P-76. P-177- : 
| RXN/y4b had two godly ſonnes,p.77, | Parents, how they may blefle their | 
Noah a figure of Chriſt,p.77 ; children,p,255. a 74 | 
Neahs death,p,77. | Parents ought to love their godly | 
| Nurcing of children a neceflary duty children belt,p.a 7. | 
belonging to mothers þ.140. | Parents ou;ht ro traine up their chil - | 
dren in ſome calling,p.a 71,72. | 
O, | The benefit that comes thereby to | 
themſelves, children and common- | 

Oaths, | wealth,ib:d, 


| Parents ought toreprove and chaftiſc 
| () Aths upon Jaſt occaſton not 0 be their childrem for cheir faults, pag. 


refuſed, p.ur2. .a76. 
| Oaths ought adviſedly and religiouſly P arents, a weaknefle in them to ma» | 
to be taken, p 163,454. nifeft love more to one child then anos | 
| Oathrraken muſt be performed, pa, ther,p.a8r, x6 
164. Parents too inJulgent to their chil- | 
Oaths unlawfull not to be perfor- drens crimes,p.a 159. | 
med, p.164,'65. | Pavrentsarcto gratifie children inthe | 
Obedience jaſtifies our faith,p.97. 1 choice of their marriage ,if it be not too | 
Univerſall Obedience Chriſtians | inconvenient,p.a 159, | 
ought ro learne it, p.249. *« | Parriarks Why they lived fo long, | 
Obſtinacy a ſin,p 89 | P8.51, | 
Officers ought to be painefall and ; 
diligeat in their places,p.b 15,16. | Patience , 
Old world, Sec World, | Patizuce of God the abuſe of it a 
| great (in,p.59, 
Onan was wicked and cut of by Gol | God is to be praifel for his long 
[in his youth, p.a 1 62, Patience towards us,p.60, 
Ordinances of God notto be deſpi- | 
ſed but highly eltec med of,p.a 26, | Parts, 
p' To have good naturall Parts a great 
577 | favour of God,p.a 153 ; 
em Parts not to be abuſed but well im- 
| ; ployed,p.a15 3. 
|  Firft Parents, See Firſt. Gi 
| Arents are to looke for crofſes in | Peace, for procuring of it we ought 
4 their childeren,p.10. to yeeld one unto anorher, p. 'O5, | 
Parents are to love their children | To be at peace with good men is 4 
with a molcrate love, p.102, point of wiſdome and goodneſlc, pag: 
| Parentslovetotheir children chicfly | a 34 35- | 
FH RT Peace - 


—— ”T 


Hi 


| The I ndex. | | 


Em... 


_ 


Peace ought to be labourcd after, p. 
a 38,39. ; : 

People of God ſometimes weake in 
faith, p. 143. | 

People of God are to expe much 
tribulation m this world,p.a 89. 

Perfetion what it is, p.1 42. 

Perfeftion twofold, of degrees and 


parts, p.2 42,43. 
Pharaoh. 


Phayaohs faults, P.,93« 


Pharaoh was lu\ttull,p.93. 
Pharaoh carricd himieife over-chur- 


lihly to eAbraham,p.193. 

Pharaohs virtues, p.193. 

Pharach diſmiſſed Sarah preſently 
when he knew her tobe married, par. 


I9},. 

Pharach uſed Abraham kindly for 
Sarahbs ſake,p.1 94. 
Pharaoh lets Abraham depart with- 
out offering any injury to him, p. 194+ 


| Pharaohs Butler and B aker. 


Pharaohs Butler and Baker, their 
good deeds, they bare their impriſon- 
ment patiently and checrefully, they 
deſpiſed not 7e/ephs youth or meane 
condition, p.a 17.%c. 

Pharaohs Butler and Baker their 
faults, thoy both ſeemed to cammir 
ſore treſpaſſe, p.a 173. | 
Pharaohs Bntlers ſpeciall fault in 
orgetting Toſeph,p.a.1 74. 
| | ak. 2 op ds Bakers crofſle, 
they were both impriſoned, pag. a 
I 74- 
was Butlers crofle alone, he 
was hanged,p.a 175» 

Pharaohs Butler and Baker their 
benefits, they were both in high place 
under. a great yo they had Teſeph to 
attend them in priſon,p.a 176. 


knew he Chonld be delivered out of 
priſon, and was delivered,p.a 177. 


Pharaoh, 


Pharaohs good deeds,p.a 177+ 


| "9 


| Pharaohs Butlers benefit, he both | 


| 


to come to the knowledg of his | 
dreame p.2 177. | 
Pharaoh contemned not Toſeph be. 
cauſe he was a poore ſcryant and of 
low degree,p.a 178. | 
Pharoah when he ſaw Toſephs wiſe. 
dome, he prefcrred him, p.a178. 


Pha#arh continued to favour 7o/eph |. 


all his life long,and favoured his Father 
and bretheren for his ſake,p.a 179. 

Pharaohs fault, he continued a Hea- | 
then though hee had a Zoſeph in his 
Court,p.a 179. | 

Pharaohs benefits, God warned him | 
of the famine before hand, God gave | 
him a faithfall and wiſe ſervant, he 
was aTich and mighty Prince, p.a 179. 

+a nothing ſaid of his croſlcs, 
p.180; 


Philiftins. 


Philiftins envied, wronged and con- 
tended with 1ſaac,p.a 35.0. 

Places where wickedneſſe abounds 
to be left if poſſible,p. x 76. | 

Plagnes ſometimes ſent to do a man 
go0od,p.Igy, 

In times of Plenty ſomething ought 
to be laid up for deare times,p.b 16,17. 


Pore, 


| Poore ought to be invited to our hou- 
ſes,p. 174. 

Poore to be pinching to them a great 
ſin,p.236. 

Poore, who Gods,and who the Di- 


vele,p.237 _ | 


 Poorg, Chriſtians ought to relceve 
them,p.238, 

Idle Poore not to be relecved, but 
chaſtiſed,p.238. 


| 
| 


| Pharab uſed all the mcancs he could | Potiphar 
en | * 


Pope,his wickedneſſc in freeing ſub- | 


jets from their oaths to their Princes, 
P-214- Y. 


Potiphar, 


Potiphay a great man,p.4 164. 
Potiphars faults,p.2 165, 
Potiphar gave himſelfe wholy over 


— 


hs 


_— 


beleeved his wives cunning | 
flander ' 


to calc wy ageodfteward, p.2 165. 
c 


" EO Baa. 
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| tious Woman,p.a +69, | 


| 


flander againſt his ſervant,p.a 166, ({ Pride, effeQs of it very dangerous, 
Potiphar: good deeds,p.a 167. p-224. IS] 


Potiphar obſerved his ſervancs good Pride prodaceth (infull carriages'in | 


ſaccefle, and loved and rewarded him all reſpeRs,p. 224,225. 


for it,p.2 167. Pr;de,all ought to ſearch whether it 
Poriphar did not take away Joſephs | be inthem,p.225. 
life in a rsge,p.a 167, Pride. how we may know whether ir 
P otiphars bencfits, he had an honou-| raigne in us, p.2 26,237,228, 
rable offticc,p.a 168, Prjle what it is, p.227, 
P otiphars crofles, he had a lewd wo- | ©Pridetthe meancs to ſubduc it,p,229, 
man tp his wife, p.a 168, Oc. | 
. | _ Pride and haughtineſſe how they dif- 
fer,p.239. $0 aw 
Potiphars Wife, | Pride, (ignes to know it inthe out- 


io ward carriage,p. 239,240. 
P otiphars Wife, her faults, ſhee was | Profaneneſſe what it is, p.a 25. 
an adulterous,impudent,and moſt mali-} Profaneſſe a fearcfull ſin,p.a 25. 


P remſes, 


Promiſes, Gods defetring of them 
Prayer a neceſſary duty to be perfor-| ought to be borne withpatience,p. 266 
med, p.246,247. * "| Promiſes ought tobe kept,pa ly 2. 
Prayer how. to be tnade-when wee! Promiſes of God ouvht to be truſted 
feareany crofſe,p.a 50,5. |, \t0OpA 163. 
To wraftle with God in Prayer an| Proſperity, what uſe 'we arc to make 
excellenc thingyp.a 51, of it, p.b 26. NN | 
Prayers to hayc them heard a great; Puniſhment of fin, we otight not to 
priviledge,p. a 87, to be vexed at it,p. 1.9, 


Prayer, 


| | 
Prajſe ought to bereturned to God | Gods Puniſhments are anſwerable to | 


for proſpering us in our aftaires,p,165. | mens ſins,p.62- | 
Preachers, Gd co be praifed for the | 
plenty of them in this Land,p.68, =o Q. 
Preachers, God to be called on to 
ſend them where they are wanting, 
and to continues them where they arc, 


Uarrels ought to be avoided by 


0S,0;161.4 114. 


| | 
p.68, 
Preaching of the Word a great mer- ARES %, 
cy,p 204, 
Preſame we ought not of our owne Rachel, 


ſtreongrh,p. 11. | 
Preferment to be uſed for the bene- Ro her birth p.a 95. 

fit of the Church,p.a 3o. Rachel, her faults,p.a 96,&c. 
Princes; all reverence ought tobe | Rachel was envious towards her 


ſhewed tothemyp.b 14. | ſiſteryp.a 96. 3%" 
Privikeages externall not tobercſted Rachel was paſſionate towards her 
in,p.80,81, , | husband,p.a 99. | | 
| | | | Racbe! brought her ſervant to her 
Pride. | husband to be his wife,p.a 100, 


Rachel makes God a partner” with 


Pridea great (in, p.212. her fond paſſions,p.a 1 009, 


Pride, the nature of it” fully difcove- | Rache/inſults'over her ſiſter becauſe | 
red,p.222. 289 ſhe won her husband to beget children 
Pride, cauſes of ſt,p.22 3: of her hand-miaid,p.a For.: ' G 


 Eeeg Rachel) 


| 


| 


. -— . 
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of Reubens mandrakes,p.a 10'. 

a IOT. | 
Rachels virtues, p.a 10 3.0c. 

ſheepe-keepers;-p.a 103. 

at laſt, and fell to prayer,p.a 103. 


2103, 


one to her, p.a 103, 
fore her Parents,p.a 104, 
childrens carriage was 'ill,p.a 104, 
- Rachel: beneftirs,p a 104, - © 

Rachel: death, p;a 104. 

1 Rebekbeh, 

{ .' Rebebhahs virtues, pa xe; 
a virgin,p.4 I. 


teaus,Þ.2'2. - 


by her friends in marriage,p.a 3, 


| in prone for children, p.a 4 


Rebekkab inquired of God when to vouch(sfe it us,p a 179. 
| the children ftroye in her wombe, pa, | RKepentance, the ſeaſons of it ought to | 


as 


band,p.a 6. 


husband as heliked,p.a 7. | 
- Rebekkabs faults,p.a 8. cc, 


bleſſing to [acobyp,a 8. : 


herevill daughter: ini lawyp.a 10. 
Rehekkebs proffperity;p.a I 3: 


"IS 


/A 13. ( 


| a good child;paÞ3 p.0, 3 


” 
% 


Rachel was aver-carneſtly deſirous! Rebekkaks atflitions,p.a 1 3. 


Rachel ſtole away ber Fathers Idols, hy I 3. 
and diſſembled with him afterward, p.| Rebekkah, her husbands affe&ions | 


| Rachel ſaw God in her barrenneſle| Rebekkab, Tacob her ſonne was bani- 


Rachel defired children, and when| Rebekkah was vexed with the fro- 
ſhe bad one, bleſled God for him, p4.| wardnefle of her daughters,p-a 14- 


Rachel requeſted a kindneſſe of her their faults,p,201.a 32, 
fiiter for all her- envy, and recurncd | Kebelion againſt rightful Princes a 


Rachel preferred her Husband be- | Rebel we ought not againſt thoſe thax 


Rachel: croflcs, ſhe was barren, her 


Rebekhah was chaſte while ſhe was 
Rebebbah was painefull and cour- 


Rebebkah was willing to be ruled 


Rebekhah was dutifull to her huſ-| Revenge a great (in p 44.4 132. 
| Rebekkah loved her beſt ſonne moſt, | p.a 1 32. 

Aa 7. - 
F Rebekkah-provided ſuch food for her | . - -  " Renben, 


Rebekkah uſed fraud to conveigh the | Rexbens fault, hee committed inceſt | 


Rebekkah was tog much troubled at | Renbens virtue:,p.4 147, 


Rebekkah vas beautifull, | healthy, _Rewhen grieved to 1ce Ioſeph taken 
firong,hada righ and godly husband and | out of the pit,p a 143. : 


en ———— 


Rebekkah, her husband was blind and | 


' 
f 


| were {ct too much on the worlcr ſon, | 
Þ.4 I 3. 


Rachel was ore of he<r Fathers| Rebekkah, Eſax reſolved to kill her | 


{onne Jacob,p.a 13. 


ſhed from heryp.a 1 3. 


Reprove We ought our bretheren for 


heighnous crime,p,214. 
have conquerd us,p.21 3. 


Recreatzons,Sec Sports, 


| Religion, toimbrace it for by reſpeFs 
{ a common fault, p.a 159  - 

| Religion;aot tobe followed for cu- 
| ſtoine and cxample,p. I'14, 

| Religion to be called from a falſe one 


tothe true, the greatcſt bleſſing of all, 
P-126. 


Repentance. 


Repentance makes the greateſt ſinners | 


Rebekkah joyned with her husband | righteous p.1 70, | 


Repentance,it 182 great mercy of God | 


be apprehended,p.b 1 3. 


We are not to Revenge our ſelves, | 


.. Re#ben What it fignifics,p.a I25. 


with his Fathers concubinep.a 140. 


Renben wiſely diflwaded his bre- 
theren from killing of 7o/eph,p.a 141. | 


\-Rebekksh. was eftcAually called,peg.| Reuben was fully minded to reſtore; 


Toſeph to his Father agamne,p.a 142. 


s | 
Reuben ſought ro remove his Father 
from) 


_— — —— 


—” ——_— 
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—— 
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from his ſtifneſſe in refuſing to ſend | Sarah had a godly and rich husband | 
Benjamin into Egypt,p.a 143. that was well clicemed,p, 145. | 

Renbexs crofies, his Father minded | Sarah bad a godly child,p. 145. 
him ofhis inceſt on his death-bed, pag. | Sarah, God delivered her twice ont | 


a 143. of a mitery into which ſhe had caſt her | 
Renbens benefits, hee had divers | ſclfe,p.146, ; | 
ſonnes,p.a 144, Sarah: croſles,p. I47. Ec. | 
Riches well to be uſed,p.1 24. Sarah Was barren a long time, pap. | 
147. 
Righteouſneſſe, | Sarah was ſ|cighted by her maide, | 
Þ.147. | 
Righteouſneſſe twofold, of the Law | Sarah was taken from her husband | 
and Goſpell,p.z33. . ' __ | Into the houſe of Pharaoh and Abimi- | 
| Righteonſneſſe of the Law found in | 7ech,p, x47, ; | 
[none but Chriltyp. 33. Sarabs death,p.148. 
Righteonſneſſ: of the Goſpell two- | Serahs age 0: ly of all women is 
fold, imputed and inherent, page 34- | mentioned in Scripture,p. 148. 
170, Saints oft forſaken and bated of their 
Righteouſneſſe of the Goſpell how it | friends and kindred,p.1 29. 
| differs from the Law,p.35 » Sartfattion ought to be made for 
What Righteouſneſſe will ſave a | wrongs we have done our brethren, 
man.p.170. — |p-201,203, 
Righteous man, three fignes of him, | | 
[p. J5. Schechem, | 
Whois a Righteoxs naan,p.66,67, 
Schechenss faults,p.a 15%. 
S. Schechems looked la{ttully on Dinah, 
| P.3 I 56. . 
Ns £7 Cacrifices and Altars under the Schechem forced her to naughtineſle, 
Goſpcll,p.74,246, = I56, | 
| Schechems virtues,p.a 157. 
Sarah, Schechem continued to »ffe&t Dinab | 
when he had defloured her;p.a 157. 
Sarahs birth,p.137-. Schechems acquaints bis Father with 
Sarahs virtyes,p 138, his love to her, and intreats him to 
. Sarabsfaith,p.138. ſpeake ro ber Father for him, pag. 


| Sarah obeyed her husband,p.138. [a 157. 
| Sarah reverenccd her busband, pag. | Schechem ſtood not over-mnch vpon 


139, matter of portion,p.a 15 7. 
| Sarah was a loving mother, and nur- | Schechem would have all things a- 
ſed [aac her ſclte,p. 149. greed upon before marriage, page| ; 
* Sarah apparclled her {elfe modeſtly, |a 158. So 
'P.14t. | Scbechem was conſtant in his love, 
| Sarabs faults,p,142.0%c. (p.a158, 
| Sarah was weake in faith,p.142. | Schechems benefits, he was his Fa- 
| Sarah being angry, falfly accuſed her | thers heire who was a great man, pag. y 
| husband,p.143. |, |aIF8, 
| Sarah was ſom-what too rough with | Schechems crofles, he proved an oc- | 
| Hagar,p.143. |  cafion of the overthrow of his Father, 
Sarah difſembled at her husbands re- | his whole family, and that City, pag. 
queltzp. 144. | a 159, | 
Sarab lied, p.144- Scripture we are to feeke to under- 
Sarahs benefits,p. 144.0. ſtand the meaning of it,p.a 178. | 
Sarah was a holy woman,p. 144+ Sem and Japhet their virtues, or | | 
cayercd! $ 
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covercd their Fathers nakedneſſe, pag, | Simeon and Levi theit Gn,p.a 144. 


| 90. 
| Sem and Japhet their benefits, true 
religion was continued in their poltc- 
rity,Þ 91, 

To Serve God no vaine thing, -pag- 


| proſper them in their maſters affaires, 


125, 


Servants, | 


A good Servaizt ought to be reſpe- 
ed p.104, 
Good Servants are a bleſſing for 
which we areto praiſe God,p.T21. _ 
Servants onght to reverence their 
governours.p.145, : 
S:rvants \thar have done amiſſe 
{ ought to ſabmit themſelves to their 
governours,p.149. | 
| Servants onght not to cirry them- 
ſelves inſolently againſt their malters, 
| p.15O. ; ; 
Servant, a great bleſſing it is to him 
to be placed in a good ta mily, p.150. 
Servants,'its a great comfort to them 
to be in favour with their governours, 
P-IST. | 
Servants ought to call upon God to 


| ling,p. 30. 


P-165. 


Servants ought to uſe diſcretion 1n 
their maſters aftaires,p.166. 

Servants ought to be diligent and 
painfullzp.a 64.%c.b 7. 


S$-rvants ought to be patſent under 
unkind and injurious maſters,p.a 65. 


Servants who have beene taithfull | 


' 


and proſperous ought to be rewarded, 
p.167. | 


their malters,z.b 3435. 

Se h,,p47. 

Severity of God tothe wicked, pag. 
61,62, 

Sheep-heards calling a neceſſary cal- 


Sheep-heard ought not toeate ant the | 
hosbandman:p. 30. 


prevent {in,p.206,207, b1] 


| 


* Simeon and Levi, | 


Simeon what it ſignifics,p.a 1259 | 


Servants ought to be obedient to | 


Sickneſſe ſent by God many tres to} p.2150. 


| a great puniſhment, ibid, 


S12e0n and Levi ſhewed no repen- 
tance when their Fatter told them of 
their fault,p.a 146, 


| 


Simeon and Levs their puniſhment, 


they loſt part of the birth-right, pay, | 


a 247. | 


Sinne, 


Firſt Sie of our firſt Parents,p,4- 


Firſt Sinxe divers ſinnes followed it, 
p.6. 


Secs greatncefle of them ſhould not | 


keepe us from repenting and craving 
pardon,p.I 2, 

Smnes, weareto take heed that they 
grow not generall,p.56. 

Sinnes ot men,tpecially of ſuperiours 
to be concealed,p.9 7. 

The faine grofle Sizne may be often 
run into by a child of God,p.118, 

Sine of 1gnorance doubvle,p.i 18, 

Sinnes of ignorance may be commit= 
ted by the godly, and never particularly 
repented of,p.119. 

Sinnes of the time, we are to grieve 
for them,p.172,173. 

S:une, we ought to difiwade others 
fromit,p.175. 

Sznes deliberatel on, heighnouſnes 
of thein.p,185,186. 


$:9zc how to know it hath domini- | 


on 1n15,p.199. 


S$119ne , to be preſerved from it a} 


great favour of Gad,p 2044205, 


91#xe, beginnings of ic to be avoi- 
ded.p.21 2, 


Small $:2nes are to be repented of, p. 


212.4 140,141. 
Sinnes when they grow common 


| 


bring judgement,p.218. 

W ilfull Sinxes require great MCrcy yp. | 
221, wo | 
 Sinne3not tobe ſorrowfull for them | 
!s 4 great aggravation of them, pag. 2 | 
246. | | | 

Secret Sinnes arcto be re 


| 
, 
\ 
| 


: 


« 
f 
4 


pented of, 


{ 


Secret Sinwes, tohave them diſcloſed 
hg | 

If God bury our Swxes indarknefic, 
we arc to bury them in repentance, F.; 
a152,' | 
| One! 


—_— 
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One Sis begetsanother,p.a 10241 34 [ T. 
Enormous Sinnes' of orhers ſhould rx 
{ make us think of our owne vile nature, gag a very; bad woman, þ. a 
P4134. IG2, 
| Grofle Sins, how it comes to paſſe | | 
| men run into them,p.a 140. Threatnings. | 
| Grofle Sizs,God to be praiſedthat we 
'run not into them,p.a 141. ; Threatnings of God ought to be be- ] 
| Groſſe $ins, who have committed | leeved as well as his promitcs "1 FR. | 
[3] ? | 
them ought to be greatly humbled and | 7; hreatnings 'of God not to tare hy 
penitent,p.a 141. them is a ſigne we have no faith, p.71. 
| Sens repented muſt be forgotten, p.b Threatmmgs of Gods Miniſters:not 
22. beleeved by peopleyp. 221,222, | 
Smith a neccflary calling,p.46, By Thrift we ar- ro build up our Fa- | 
| milics,p.24. | | 
Sodomntes, | Evill Times wee are tobe.good in 
them,p.67,68, 2 | 
| Sodomites had no vertues,p.2FT, - Paying of Tithe no leviticall Ceres. | | 
| Sodomires, their faults,p.21 2+ | mony, p 98:99,4 52,53. | 
| Sodomitesreb{lled,p.213. Truthto be tald,p,148. | 
' -SoRomites mended not by their cha- | 
(tiſemerts,p.2 I4, -23;.7 V. | | 
| Sodomites were unnaturally filchy, | | | 
{ Þ.2TG6, Vamne-Glory, See Glory. | 
'. Sodomitesthe aggravation of their ſin | | | 
| by ſundry circunſtances,0.2 1 7.0 Violence, | 
| * Sodomites their pride,p 223. * TE i 
| Sodowites,their fullneſlc of bread, p. dF fron what it 18 p.5 7% Q | 
| 223, 3 . Violence agreat fin,p.5 7. * | ; 
Sodomites, their abundance of idle- } Yiolent men two ſorts ot them, p.5 8. | | 
| nefſe,9.232, | | ; 
Sodomites ſtrergthened not the Vrgins,Sce Maiies, | 
hands of the poore,p.235- Wet | 
Sodomites puniſhments,p.241, Firgins ought to keepe themſelves 
Soxle, hard to underſtand rhe nature | chalte,p.a 1. | 
| of ir,p. 3- | Pirginsthat have beene defiled ought 
tobe humbled and penitent,p,a 2 | 
S pirituall Bleſſings, Young Virgins onght to be painefull ] 
| See Bleſſings, and courteous,p.a 3. | 
ky * Virgins ought to be ruled by their 
Sports, Parents in marriage, p.a 3. £0 
| Civill Virrwes weare not to applaud 
Sports,a fin to fpend our whole tune | our ſelves inthem,p.a 116. | 
inthem,p.20,21. Whpored 
| Sports, we are not over-cagerly to] Uncleaneneſſe,Sce Fornication, 
follow them,p.21,22. : 
Sports,when the ſcaſon of them is, p. Uncleaneneſſe, who would avoide 
| 22. muſt oppoſe the firſt deſires of ir, p.a 
| It is a fin to Scandalize another,pa61 157, j 
| Strangers are to be entertained,p.113 | ' | | 
Strangers, courtefic ought to bee! Vow, © | 
ſhewed ro them,p.b 35. 


Swperiours, We aughtnot to look up» Yow,what it 18, Þ.2 Fl. 1% 
on their fins with delight,p.83,84. | Yow, the uſe of 1t,p.a 51. . D 
ow \ 
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Vow may be forgotten by good men, 


P2477 


\ V des onghr to be paide ſer- 


In Warre the leſſc part many times 
overcomes the'great«r,p.2 208, 
 Warre, to wage it to. make ones 
ſelte great is a finne,p.2 3. 

Wedding feaſts commendable, p. a 
15. 

Whiſpering a great finp. 8s. 

bi wor be) ee of none of 


waels, p.y62, © © 
Wick:d men,we ought to praiſe God 


and malice,p, 38, 


P27 7+ WP. 
Tobe endewed with morail F:(c- 
dome well to contrive martters is a fa- 


your of God,p.a 28. 


| 


*.: Women ought modeſtly to attire 
themiiclves,p. 144; | 
- Women ought to 
Pa I 06, 


beware of inceſt, 


They who have fallen this way ought 


vants fortheir work, p.a 112, | torepent of it, 7654, 


- Food, planting of it a commendable 


thing,p.109. 
World. 


Ola World, their fins,p.5 3. 
| OUWorld,why fin ſo great then,p.54 
Od World Gods mercy to chem,p,5 4 


01d Worldgtheir pumihment,p.s 5. 


their lives noted in Scripture but 1/Þ- Worldlymindednefſe to be avoided, p, 


| 58,5 9,86. 


Wwoes. _ + 
Fines ought to obey their husbards, 
p-138,139; / pK 


bands,p.1 39, | "a 
Fives ought not to call their huſ- 


bands by undecent titles, p.139., 
Wives,why they ought to obey and 

reverence their husbands,p.1 40. 

' Wives oughtnot to be led by their 

husbands todoe evill,144. 

Fives ought to pray themſelves and 

to jayne with their husbands in prayer, 


' Fives ought to carry themſelves 
mildly towards their husbands, p.a 6,7 
Wives ought to cheriſh their huſ- 


bandsin their dict,p.,7.8. : 
I 20: | | 
{ wife, itsa faultin ber to be unduly 
| angry with her busband,p.a 93. 
22 _- Women, 


omen to hauc no foules a fond con- 


{celt, p.4. 


Women, why the. len h of none of 
in Scripture 
$5512, 0817 


| but Sarah PT « x 


World,we are to carry ourſelves in it 


for our preſervation from their rage | as Pilgrims and ſtrangers, p.a 45,46. 


Works;moſt men thinke to be ſaved 


wilfsll fins require great remorſe, | by them,p.15 5, 


Wrong, 


We arenot to Frong another,p.a 37. 

Froxg-doers arc with mild language 
to be reprooved,p.a 63, * 

Frongs ought rather patiently.to be 


| endured then too great ſtir madeabout 
Wives onght to reverencetheir hoſ-, 


them,p.a 63. | 
Wrongs, co forgive and forget them 
an excellent grace,p-a 67, 3. 
How. a good man Wroxged ſhould 
carry himſclfe,p.b 8. 

We ought not toFrong:;thoſe from 
whom we have received kindneſle, p.b 
8.9. "72 

Wrath beſt pacified by a ſubmiſlive 
carriage,p.a 67, | | 


betimes,and why.p.b 1,2. 
Meanes how Towng men may. be 


A good Wife a great bleſſing, p.1 19, | made good betimes, pb z. 


Towng menthat have begun betimes 


\ > Eerſs Ta 
f7 Youth,who have beenedebauſhed in 


l P.a I'35« = $© 7 4 BS 
ht TICEIERS Z.-: . 


——_— what It ſignifies, pal 26. 
"© > ENTS; | 


robe good ſhould -hold out to the end, 


it ſhoald repent and become more ho- | 


i 
co 
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Vows men ſhould labour tobe good 


| 
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